This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


^.«^  y^  /J//. 


■\ 


20 


■  V- 


>Ns 


ABMINIAN  MAGAZINE  . 


■Sidltf  Jtttlp- 


M?  THO!TAYI,OR. 


£0^^ 


3S^ 


THE 

ARMINIAN  MAGAZINE, 

For  the  YEAR   1797. 

CONSISTIMC  CBIKFLY  OP 

EXTRACTS 

AND 

ORIGINAL  TREATISES 

General  Redemption, 


VOLUME  XX. 


LONDON  : 


Printed  for  G,  WnxTfiELD,  at  the  New-Chapd^  City.Roadi 

^nd  fekLat  the  Methodift  Preaching«Houfe» 

Uk  Town  and  Country*. 


•%    •        >l 


For  JANUARY  1797. 


^i^i^»^^»y^r»^%^sr»^»^ 


A  (hort  Account  of  Mr.  MILES  MARTINDALE* 
Preacher  of  the  Gosi^el. 

I  Have  loog  doubted  whether  I  could  write  any  thinff  of  myfelC 
by  which  mankind,  could  be  benefited ;  bein^  fenfible  that  fuch 
a  narrative  would  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  deftltute  of  fuch  mate*, 
rials  as  I  could  wiih,  and  which  the  Reader  has  a  right  to  expe& 
JFrom  long  experience,  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  great  utilitjf 
of  Biography,  which  holds,  as  it  were,  the  faithful  mirror*  to 
mankind,  and  refcues  frpm  oblivion,  the  nobleft  deeds,  and  th« 
greateft  icharaSers,  which  otherwife  ^uft  be  loi^  to  the  world  ia 
general,  and  ,to  the  Church  in  particular.  Perhaps  there  are  » 
lew  tfainffs  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  fpme ;  and  as  I  write,  frro  hom 
pMico^  uie  following  Narrative  will  anfwer  my  view,  if  God  ia 
glorified  and  man  edined.  v  i 

I  have  only  to  obferve,  that  in  this  account^  I  (halt  neither  in« 
vent,  augment,  nor  mtfrenrefent  any  one  circumftance-;  but  (hall 
juft  repraent  things  as  they  have  taken  place :  wifhing  they  may 
prove  ufefttl  to  fome  pilgrim  in  liis  journey  thro'  this  vale  01  tears* 
So  prays  thy  willing  Servaint  for  Chriit's  iake, 

MiL£8  MaRTINDALB^ 

I  was  bom  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1756,  at  a  placQ 
called  Mofs-Bank,  in  the  Parifh  of  Rainford,  near  St«  Hellins^ 
in  Lancalhire.  My  Father,  Paul  Martindale,  went  abroad  to  the 
Weft»Indies  when  I  was  an  infant,  from  whence  he  never  return* 
cd  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  remember  to  have  ever  feen  him.  Whexl 
a  child  I  had  a  ftroi^  propenfit^  to  reading  and  ftudy ;  and  c6ul4. 
lead  my  Bible  at  an  early  period.  From  the  firft  dawn  of  r^fon.' 
I  well  remember,  the  Lcvd  followed  me  with  the  ftrivings  of  hii 
Spirit ;  fo  that  whenever  I  ran  into  fin,  my  confcience  fmote  ke, 
and  made  me  exceeding  uaeafy,  infomuch  that  I  have  fometimet 
been  afraid  to  clofe  my  eyes  in  bed,  left  I  fliould  awake  in  hell  I 
In  dreams  alfo,  God  vouchfafed  to  teach  me  wifdom :  many  fo* 
lemn  waniiiU(s  have  been  given  me  during  the  filent  watches  of 
the  night,  when  deep  lleep  Ulleth  upon  man.  Were  I  to  notice 
them  dl,  they  would  fwell  thefe  flieets  far  beyond  my  defign :  yet 
I  cannot  refift  the  inclination  I  feel  to  mention  one  of  the  moft 
remarkable;  I  was  then  about  fifteen  yeari^of  age. 

I  dreamed  the  world  was  at  an  end !  I  beheld  the  mountains 
arumble  down,  the  ftars  fall,  the  moon  wear  the  afpefl  of  blood, 
and  the  fun  wrapped  in  gloomy  darkn^s  I    Fierce  flames  and  alU 
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confuming.  fire  ICeeioed  to  feOseiSn  the  UQiverfallFram&  of  ftature! 
I  faw  theciekd  airife,  and  iHilliOJls  of  'miflidnft  of  tbe'hinfad^  race 
arranged  in  two  gran^  armies,  anxioufly •waiting  the  defcent  of 
the  formidable  Jadge!      It  was  ftencic^in    WhM*  pale  terror  fat 
brooding  on  the  doun^enances  of  tar  the  greater  part.    The  Earth, 
with  411  her  fuperb  tempfes,  tOkgcsitcttit^Uces^  populous  cities, 
and  whatever  dfe  had  attr^fiied  the  mkid&f  inflamed. the pj^ons, 
or  intereited  trid  hearts  of  tlhe  fons  of  men,  during  the  long  period 
of  thoufands  of  years,  was  l)urned  up !      Her  (hattered  wreck, 
with  all  the  heayaity  bodies,  ttik^  and  furrk  frob  hum^  Vtew) 
The  trembling  throiig  w^e  marflialled  on  a  vaft  field,  which  feem* 
cd  fpread  amid  tfat  wide  expanfe  of  fpace.       When  ib !  there  8p«* 
peared  on  htgb  t  greiit  white  Throne,  furrounded  with  brij^ht. 
flames'that  fl^ihlsd  in  every  dtreftion.  I  thoi^^t  I  beSiteld^the  8^K^ 
rf  Gob  feated  Ujpbn  thelhrohei    Jasu's  OF  VlAzAHtrHi   al« 
tended  witli  sin  immenfe  tiibititude^of  Aii^iilg  fertiis^:  Ai^ftbeef^ 
flon  did  not  dcfp  hi  defa^tsdinif  ^re^  till  it'rafted  tt(K!»n'  the  vslft. 
plain  ^he'tfeon  Ve  flood*    I  hoW  Ibund  my  Kfotikitti^*^t^6A 
with  all  the  goilt  of  my  fins,   fidr  wliich  I  fclvthe  moft  foi^atft 
rtntorfew     I  wept  bilterly>   and  would  bavebftrterc^  ^  Ihdufabtf 
V^orlds^  had  I  poflefled  them^  to  have  been  thtiift  back  into  life^ 
and  ftood  a  candidate  on^e  mOfe^  tlk>''for  the1hidrt'(\>ac<e  06  dne 
year^  wherm  I  might  hafve  Te{>ented^  and  obtairl)&d  ^he  p JHSon  d? 
my  fins,  and 'the  favour  of  my 'Offended  Jddge.    VhW  the  Sbn^t^F 
God  looked  with'  great  domplafceneyup^t^i  the  fm^l  iifmydtt  hln 
right   hand t     He  tailed  tbe^  his  friends;  and^l)id  them  fiiare 
eternal  life:  He  {>oiiited  them  to  (hining  feats;  and  commanded 
brilliant  crowns  to  be  pbcedtontheilr  hcfads;  whtlfe  their  bands 
held  the  palms  of  conqueil*    Tbey  welre  adorded  with  fldwibg 
robes  of  light ;  ferene  joy  faCOn  e^ry;  placid  cduntraancj^.     (No 
tongue  ^an  defcribe  the  anguift  of  mind  Lthen  fdt^  onfindiiig 
myfe.lf  exclude^d  from  thefe  highly  fav^yured  perfbiis*    fiiit  91^ 

f;rief  was  much  more  augmented  w:hea  the  JtMl^  turned^  '^^b  a 
ook  of  indignation^  towards  the  coniipany  00  his  ieft»  with  whom 
t  w^. confounded.  Thro*  the. whole;  nolhirig  >fas  to-be iTeian'bui 
pale  horror  and  black  defpain  •  Nothisg'  was  to  be  hesLrd  but  bitt^et 
^ries  and  fruitlefs  lamentations..  Some  implored  mercy,  but  jw 
vain !  Others  ciaft  the  blame  6f  their  n^io  upon  their  fellow  &bL 
ners,  Wbile  others  remained  in  a  ftdlen  ftubor^  as  if  defpairanl 
dread  bad  frozen  them  into  a  kind  oi  infei^ikilitY.  Heirobrauiel 
us  yfkh  our  bafe  ingratitude,  lind  unconi)ucarabletn6deif^*t  Ht 
pointed  oat  each  circumfiancew  Un^  landl  ^fajs&i  aiadrtlleiiiconi 
tracing. the  whole  of  our  Condift  iftth'.bii  hdlyMbiandrbio^y 
death,  which  he  luid  endured. for  iui»  add  ontiSabratiqn,  we  ftood 
fpeechlefs,  overwhelmed  with  confufio^j,  pnd  Jtot^enfed  wUh  beeir 
reniorfe.  But  no  fooner  had  lie  ^rpaounced  f  he.  terrible  ^reft. 
Depart !  than  the  field  oh  which  we  llopd  began  to.give^y,  land 
to  open  in  horrid  chatms,  thro*  which  ^e  trenibling  thropgs/  be- 
gan 10  fall  headlong  wirb  hidoqu*  criesl    '^hile  from  the'  Judge *f 

throne 
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AroBfetfjeted  lighteftings  flafted  with  irtfofferable  Waze>  and  pur- 
feed  i»  down  the  yiTfVHing  fteep  !  I  fell  myfelf  feized  by  a  terrific 
fiend  who  bore  me  away  far  into  the  gloomy  regibn  of  deep  dark- 
tek  abd  unuitibvable  woe.  There  X^hebeld  burning  caverns  full  of 
boilii^  fulphuit,  ihlo  which  Tall  numbers  of  tortui*ed  wretches 
were  iuriouil^  burled.  A  guilty  iyemour  feized  my.  whole  frames 
wh^n  I  perceived  one  of  th^  tormentors  going  to  caft  me  into  one 
pf  theffs  flaming  gulphs.  I  b^an  to  meditate  my  efcape.  I  raif. 
^  !my  broken  hieart  and  ftreaming  eyes  toward  the  realms  of 
Kght,  tho^  at  an  imtnenfe  diAahce  from  this  hellilh  dungeon.  I 
diougbt  I  beheld  afliining  formic  who  looked  upon  me  with  teui^ 
dernefs  andtpity^  and  beckonin|r  me  away  :  inftantly  hope  fprunc 
Up  in  my  iWjretcfaed  breaft:  I  found  myfelf  transformed^  clothed 
with  wliite,  iand  in  poffeffion  of  wings,  with  which  I  bounded  op«. 
ward«».  benuding  way  courfe  towards  the  (kining  form,  who  faemed 
to  lean  forward  from  a  bright  cloud  to  receive  me*  I  "was  ciofeiy* 
puffued  by  the.  fiend,  but  happily  efcaned  :  and  fo.grea4  was  my 

ioy  and^lue  agitation  of  my  body,  that  1  awoke.  It  is.impofli* 
)]e  to  defcribe  -  the  tranfpoDrts  of  joy  which  I  felt,  when  I  found 
myiielf  in  the  land  of  vthe  living*  So  firong  were  the  ioipceffiona 
piade  on  my.  notnd  by  diis  dream»  that  for  fomettme  I  became 
lerious,  broke  off  my  (ins,  and  was  very  confiant  in  jprayef ;  tho* 
at  this  time  I  had  never  beard  agofpel  fermon  :  and  (o  exce^ing*^ 
ly  dark  was  the  neighbourhood  where  I  then  refided,  that  I  did 
not  luiow  pne  p^rfqn  who  had  the  fear  o(  God'before  his  eyes.  I 
have ^ no  doubt,. had  I  then  been  favoujced  with^he  Gofpe),  and. 
fome  /experienced  Chriftians,  1  fliould  have  become;  triply  pious* 
But  alas }  I  fell  away*;,  and  tho'  I  had  many  fevere  confUf^s,  an4 
whappy.  moments,  yet  I  continued  to  fin:  notwithftanding  the 
firength  of  my.  cqnvi&ions  imbittered  all  iny  pleafures* 

I  «vsas  excefliveiy  &md  of  company,  and  this  led  tne  into  Mmf 
fnares*  'vSevoalitimes  I  removed  from  one  plaqe  to  another  in 
order  ttO  (faakeloff  my  old  aflbciates,  btiit  then  I  foon  contraAad 
new  ones iiffiibid.  All  this  time  I  frequeitted  mo  place  of  ^orfliip. 
My  remSom  for  this  condaQ  were,  the  wickednefs  of  the  clergy, 
in  one  place!  cOntrafied'aQ' acquaintance  with  tbeparfoh  of  Sbe 
parift  ;  we»  fpem  many  houn  together  aimbft  etery  day  ;^  not,  tl 
itmiefa,  in  pray«r  and  readinff  fheSortptutM ;  but  (it  the  afe4)oufe*! 
Jcoold'fiiig^a^good  ibng,  as  he  faid,  withx^hieh  h&^rds  hi^ch  de^ 
li^^ited :  and  In  t«iinii,  entertained  me  wi^  idle  lales^  and  nemU, 
•ot  whidi  I  was  paflicmately  fend,  i^ne  day  he  reproved  'm&^for 
mot^gOii^to  chorch,  I  premifed  to  hear 'him  the  fellowing  Suiiddf^ 
"Vrbich  If  acQoriiiagly  dld«  ^I  looked  round  upon  the  eotigfegaliott, 
moft  of  whom  I  knew,  when  we  were-gcuAg.  tbro-'  the  Liturgy, 
and  repeating  thefe  words,  iay  h  day  wt  magkify.  thee.;  and  we 
worjhip  thy  name  edirmorc  ztfoftd  zottkout  end  I  Tfaid  to  myfejf, 
^Thisttit  notlHiig  but  foleittn  mockery,  ^irftng  affroittry  offered  to  tfte 
.    ^^  ofi  biWf en  f  %#v  fki^M  be  left  crimind  at  Ae  ale-houfc  than 
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liere«  unlefs  we  were  determined  to  repent  and  lead  new  lives.  I 
therefore  determined  to  go  no  more  until  1  was  a  better  mani  or 
at  lead  refolved  upon  amendment  of  life. 

My  uneafinefs  increafing,  I  refolved  to  go  to  Liverpool,  and 
reform  my  life ;  which  I  found  impra£licable  in  the  place  where 
I  then  lived.  I  thought,  if  Goi>  would  favour  me  with  a  wife» 
who  would  he  an  help-mate  for  me,  I  Aould  then  be  able  to  fate 
my  foul..  Being  fully  perfuaded  that  if  I  died  in  my  prefent  fiate. 
I  mufi  everlaftingly  be  damned.  I  went  to  refide  at  Liverpool  in 
the.  year  1776,  and  the  year  following  was  marned  to  Margaret 
King,  who  I  believe  was  of  ^vine  appointment ;  and  whom  I 
have  found  an  help-mate  for  both  this,  and  the  wotU  to  come. 
She  firft  induced  me  to  hear  the  Methodifts  preach,  for  which  J 
have  caufe  to  blefs  the  Almighty.  We  fet  out  together  to  feek 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  miSeil  few  o}>portnnitie8  of  attending 
the  means  of  grace,  whether  public  or  private* 

The  enemy  of  fouls  now  began  to  tempt  me  to  doubt  the  Be« 
ing  of  God.     I  reafoned  and  prajred  for  fome  time,  but  found  no 
relief.    One  dav  as  I  was  walking  in  the  ilreet,  a  coach  pafled 
me ;  a  thought  ftruck  my  mind,  «*  Vid  that  coach  make  itfttff^  I 
anfwered,    "  No  I"     "  Several  mechanics,  f<ud  I,   contributed  to 
its  formation  ;  they  had  a  plan  given  them,  and  materials  to  work 
upon/*  It  was  then  demanded,  '*  Did  this  grand  fyftem  of  nature^ 
**  in  which  there  is  fuch  infinite  wifdom  and  power  difplayed^ 
•'makeitfelf?"    With  aftonifliment  I  anfwered,   <'No!'*    I  then 
law  with  admiration  that,   **  the  heavens  declare  the  dory  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  firmament  fheweth  forth  his  handy  works.*'  I  men* 
tion  this;  to  (hew  the  folly  and  abfurdity  of  the  Atheift's  fcheme, 
•od  how  repugnant  it  is  to  common  fenfe :  and  likewife  to  expofe 
the  fallacy-  of   another  great  error,  which  tho*  diftind  in  appear- 
ance, is  iieverthdefs  inieparably  conne6led  therewith;    I  mean, 
the  exalting^  and  in  fome  fenfe,  the  deifying  of^  human  reafon,  to 
ttoexclufion  of  divine  and  perfonal  infpiration.   For  if  God  doet 
not  move  upon  my  mind,  and  infpire  me  whh  good  defires^  pious 
thoughts,  and  holy  refolutions ;  if  he  does  not  dwell  in  me  by  his 
<Uvine  light,  love,  and  purity,  he  is  no  more  a  God  to  me  than  to 
the  wild  rofe  that  blooms  amid  the  lonely  foreft,  the  goat  that 
ranges  the  hoary  mountain,  or  the  fjparrow  which  builds  her  neil 
.  beneath  the  eves  of  my  thatched  cabin  1     What  have  I  above  the 
brute,  except  mv  form ;  and  why  am  I  endued  with  a  reafofiabte 
foul,  if  this  foul,  or  mind,  has  no  accefs  to,   and  communion 
with  the  grand  Parent  of  Souls,  ihe  one  eternal  Mind  ?  Suck 
words  as  the  following  are  bad  in  the  n^outh  of  a  Pagan  Infidel ; 

Ego  Deum  gema  ejfe  ftmptf  duxi  tt  dicam  caHtumf 
Sed  cos  no»  cura  qftnor,  ftUd  agai  kmianum  genus. 

^  I  always  believed  there  were  Gods  in  heaven  above,   but  I  dm 

^  not  think  they  concern  tfaemfelves  with  moa  and  things  oil 

earth  r  But 
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But  how  infinitelf  worfe  when  making  a  part  of  the  erad  of  a 
Chriftian,  fo  tailed  ;  reprefenting  God,  feated  on  a  lofty  throne 
as  an  idle  fpe&ttor. 

**  Who  fees,  with  equal  eyes,  as  Lord  of  alU 
^*  A  hero  perilb,  or  a  fparrow  falK'- 

Nodung  can  be  more  untrue,  or  more  contrary  to  the  revealed 
will  of  God,  and  the  courfe  of  his  moral  government  of  this, 
world.     A  Hero^  a  demy-god,  or  one  who£  wifdom  and  virtue 

E roves  him  to  be  more  than  human ;  one  who  is,  as  the  Apoftle 
ys,  madt  a  partaker  of  the  ditnne  nature.  And  fuch  are  all 
good  men  i  and  of  fuch,  a  greater  than  Pope  hath  faid»  *'  JK!r 
art  of  more  value  than  many  farrows.** 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  propofe^  by  way  of  contrail,  the  words 
of  an'  <dd  Pagan,  Aratus,  who  flouriflied  about  s8o  years  before 
she  coming  of  Jefus  Chrift,  mentioned  A£ls  xvii.  28.*  The 
£o|r]ifli  riins  thus : 

^  From  Jove  begin  :  *tis  He  demands  our  fong^ 
••  For  every  town  and  every  crowd  of  men 
**  Of  Jove  are  full :  both  fea  and  land  are  full. 
•*  Where  e*er  we  move,  of  Jove  we  fland  pofTefsM^ 
**  For  we  his  offspring  are.    Benevolent 
*'  Hi  points  out  good  to  all." 

Thofe  who  deny  the  indwelling  Deity,  or  God  dwelling  in  man, 

by  kis  holy  Spirit,  will  find  themfelves  unable  to  prove  a  God  o£ 

prevideace.     For  if  he  is  no  God  to  my  foul,  which  is  my  far 

nobbsr  part,  how  is  he  a  God  to  my  body  ?    And  does  it  not  fbU 

low,  that  there  is  no  God !    We  muft  admit  an  over-ruling,  all* 

governing  Providence  ;  and  an  all-enlightening  all-animating  Spi* 

fit,  that  mfpiret  and  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  all  ttuly  .virtuous  per* 

fons.    To  deny  this,  is  to  deny  the  exiftence  of  a  lupreme  Beings 

No  fooner  was  I  delivered  from  this  tempution  than  another  be« 

fet  me  ;  namely, «-  That  I  had  no  foul  I     In  vain  I  quoted  Scrip* 

tare;  it  was  anfwered,  '*  that  may  be  a  cunningly  devifed  fable  T* 

If  I  maintained  it  to  be  the  Word  of  Truth;  it  was  aflked,  **  How 

do  you  know  that?"    If  I  replied,—  **  My  thoughts,  reafon,  me* 

mory,  dread  of  annihilation,  and  tbirft  ot   immorulity,   together 

with  the  order  which  is  manifeft  in  my  conver&tion  and  anions, 

are  a  distpopfiratbn  that  I  have  a  foul,  an  immaterial  and  immor« 

tal  part."         It  was  then  a&ed,    **  A'c  you  fure  that  brutes  have 

not  jtbefe  things^  fpeech  excepted,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  your* 

(elf  ?"      An<}  tbus  I  combated  the  enemy*  but  wi^h  imall  fqccefs, 

for  maj^y  })(>^rs  i^  a  day.     One  thing  which  b^d  9  great  tendency 

to  confirm  me  in  the  belief  of  the  immateriality,  and  confequently 

of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  that  it  can  exii(  feparate  from, 

^  ^' For  in  htm  we  live»  and  ncffre,  and  have  oar  being ;  is^taifialib^ 
m  PW  Ppctt  )ufc  bidf   f ^  for  pt  avf  olfr  Ais  ifsfm^,'^ 
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apd  independent  of  the  body,  was  a  eircumftance  whicb  took 
place /wben  I  was  about  ten  years  of  age.    I  am  pot  certain  that, 
my  readers  will  credit  what  I  am  goin^to  iflert  :  but  I  am  not 
accountable  for  tbeir  incredulity ;  I  Ihall  Qmpiy  relate  the  hSt  zd 
it  took  placer '       '        . 

When  I  was  about  eight  years  old  I  contrafied  an  acquaintancie 
Mtih  one  Wflli^m  Smim,  a  youth  about  my  own  age  ;  we  live4. 
cnder  thef  fame  roof,  and  often  planted  together*  Being  pemored' 
fVom  him  to  the  diftance  of  foiiror  five  miles  ;  feme  .time  afjfcer.r 
this,  I  fickened  of  the  fmalUpox ;  and  in  a  week  or  ten  days  af-«r 
terward  he  like  wife  fell  fick  of  the  fame  diforder.  I  was  nejurly 
recovered,  when  one  day  about  twelve  o'clock,  as  I  was  fining  itk. 
a  fmall  bed-room,  my  mother  going  oat  of  the  place,  he  paaoft 
in>  and  ftood  with  his  back  againft  the  ^all  rigfalio^pofite  me.  He 
Itad  an  a  thick  let  coat,  waillcoat,  and  breeches  of  ^befam? :  bis 
keaa  was^bound  with  a^^heck  handkerchief,  bis  face  much  fwell«l«* 
and  blacki(h  with  the  fmall-pox.  It  is  now  thixity  years  agO»  y^ 
I  recoiled  his  Ukeneff  as  ftrongly  as  if  he  was  now  before  me. 
He  ii^ed  hi^  eyes  upon  me,  and  I  alfo  looked  fteadfafltly  ,upon 
htm,  for  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes,  ))ut  neither  of  ys  fppk^  ooe 
word.  All  thi^  time  I  had  fome  doubt  whether  it  was  hjs  [pirit 
or  himfifrlf ;  for  I  had  been  toldthdt  he  was  exceeding  bad,  yet  I 
was  no  ways  alarmed/  Several  times  I  was  on  the  ppint  of  ajking 
him  how  he  came  there,  and  if  he  was  really  alive  or  dead.  When 
my  mother  returned,  and  .was  juft  in  the  door-iway,  he  wkbdi^.w; 
and  {ttmed  to  prefs  by  her  with  fome  di£Bcuhy,  as  ihe  pafled  fhrof 
llie  door. way.  What  afionifhed  me  was,  that  (he  neit^  &^  jaof 
fek  him.  When  I  related  the  circumftaaceto  her,  (he  only  faidi 
**  H&  is  dead !"  But  it  was  not  vntil  the  next  day  that  a  meQeo* 
get  bvooght  us  word  of  his  death ;  and  that  he  expired  abotH  the 
hour  in  winch  I  faw  his  fpiritC  Thia  is  the  naked  truth  of  th« 
«rhoIe  affiiin  What  ihall  .we  fay  .to  the(e  things  ?  Was  I  afleep  ? 
No  1  Was  it  a  ^ihaittom  of  the  brain  9  That  cannot  ha,  (being  I 
was  no  more  intimidated' than  I  aih  thia  moment.  Was  itrthei 
fome  oorporead  being  ?  this  is  altogether  impoffible ;  fot  then  my 
motjiet  mnltliave  both  feen,  beard,  and  felt  him.  I  am  perfuadeo 
it  was  Bis  fpirit ;  the  infidel  may  think  as  he  pleafes^ 

Scarcely  had  I  conquered  this  temptation  concerning  the  foulV 
immortality,  than  t  was  befet  with  another  refpe£ling  the  divinity 
*df  Jefus  Chrift.  It  feemed  to  me  as  if  fatan  would  difpute  every 
inch  of  ground  with  me,  and  call  in  que(lion  every  grand  imtn 
of  the  Cbriftian  Religion;  This  was  a  fore  confliS,  and  I  have 
Teafon  to^lefs  God  for  that  ufeftfl  book,  the  *•  Pfejirvative  agaivfi 
wnfettUd  notions  in  Religi&n**  This  was  a  means  of  breaking 
the  fnare  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  on  Eafier-Sunday,  at  the  Lord's*fupper,  that  I  firft  wai 

'Enabled  to  hope  in  the  mercy  of  God,  thro'  a  crucified  Redeemer^ 

)  foupd  peace  witb  Gpd»  ped(:e  pf  coofciepce,^  peace  with  all  ihe 

Wprldf 


^^orld.  I '  Wl  the  love  of  God  (bed  abroad  in  my  hpsnrt- ■  thro*' 
tlie  Holy  Spirit  given  unt6  me  :  I  found  the  ways  of  Religiori^ 
were  pleafantnefs  and  peace.  This  was  no  YiitoiWy  peace,  but  * 
folid  and  firm,  by  which  the  fears  of  death  were  c^niflied^  «h«. 
love  of  the  world  excluded,  the  corruptions  of  fallen  nrature  rub-i| 
djued,  and  the  purity  of  genuine  Religion  fecured.  CnHft  was- 
••  all  the  .world  to  roe,  and  all  my  heart  was  loVe."  I  had  iWeet 
communion  with  the  Father,  thro*  his  Sott  Jeftis  Chrift,  by  thv 
mean  of  the  ever  blelfed  Spjrir, 

[To  h  cpncluJed  in  cur  ncxi,"} 

The  fubffance  of  a  Se^imon  preached  (ome  time  ago  at  t]i» 
^ew-Chapel,  City*Road,  Londpor  j- 

Publiflied  at  the  requeft  of  ntany  of  the  hearers. 

By  Mrl  John  Tawsok,  Mihiiler  of  the  Gofpel. 

TO  THE  CANDID  READER, 

For  many  years  X  have  frequently  been  folldited  bv  particular 
perfons  to  publiib  the  following  Difcourfe,  but  coiila  never  pre- 
vail upon  mylelf  to  do  ahy' thing  of  the  kind,  well  knowing"  how 
infuffici^nt  I  am  to  write  any  thing  worthy  the  notice  of  the  piiibiic.: 

I.  4p  l^ot  remember  tb?it  ever  I  preached  upon  this  text  but  1 
Xtry .  peculiar  bleffing  from  the  Lord  attended  the  word ,  fo  that 
aoi  a.few  have  fpoken  to  me  at  different  places,  many  years  after 
they  )iad  beard  the  Sermon,  how  much  they  were  profited  by  heai^ 
ing  iu  This  confideration  aqd  the  requell  of  fume  Very  pariicu* 
Igu-  frienda  in  London^  have  induced  me  to  fuffer  it  to  ^o  out  into 
the  World. 

If  the  Lcurd  is  pleafed  to  attend  it  with  his  blefTmg  to  any  who 
may  read  it,  I  (hall  be  fully  fatisfied,  as  I  have  no  other  end  iii 
iriew  but  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  profperity  of  his  people.' 

Sept,  24, 1796.  J.  pawsok: 

ISAIAH    L.    10. 

•■Who  is  among  you  that  fearetb  the  Lord,  that  oBeyeth  the  voic« 
of  his  feryant,  that  walketh  indarknefs,  and  hath  no  lisht?  let 
him  truft  in  the  Name  of  the  LoRO»  and  ilay  upon  his  God*** 

IN  order  that  we  may  rightly  underftand^  and  properly  improve 
this  blefled  Dortion  of  holy  Scripture,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
attend  to  its  firft  and  primary  meaning.  And  we  fliall  find  upon 
4ae  conGderatton,  that  in  this  as  well  as  fome  other  parts  of  this 
prophecy^  the  Prophet  is  to  be  coolidered  as  writing  to  the  Jews, 
when  in  a  flate  of  deplorable  captivity :  When  on  account  M 
Voii,  XX.  Jan.  1797.  their 
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their  ab^iiniti^Ie  ^ickednefs^  tbey  were  (lei iycred  intatbe  bapds 
of  |t}ieir  enemies^.who.  bad  brought  ruin  anil  de&ru^ian  upon' 
tfeeir  beautiful  city>  ^eir  ro^nifi^ient  tcnipje  (once  theif  pride"  and 
dojry)  ^firt  upq^-tbejjr  whole  natiop, .  Being  now  captives  Jtt  a 
ftr^w^e  l^t^d,  )vh€re  ^hev  en(^ured  iqngnierable  nardfhips,  they' were 
lf4  to>  qf^urmur  againft  God,  as  if  be  bad  dealt  hardly  with  thetn,- 
i^,  fuSering:  their  enemies^  thus  to,  triumph  over  them.    The  pro- 
pih^  1$  t)]^  cijapter  undertakes  to  vindicate  the  Lord,  in  bis  eon- 
duQ:  towards  them,  tiying,   "  W^^''^  is  the  bill  of  your  mother V 
divorcement,   wbicb  I  have  put  ?iway  ?   or  which  6iihy  creditors* 
is  it  to  wbom  I  hdt^6  fold  you  ?    Behold,  t&r  year  iniquities  *ave 
you  fold  yourfelves,  and  for  your  lraalgce0ions  is  your  mother  put 
*W^-'*   ,As  if  be  had  faid,    *•  Ye  now  reap  the  fruit  of  your  own 
folly,  anSl^aveno  one  to  blame  but-yourfplveSy  for    your  ]»«•«' 
fent  diilreiTes.    You  were  folcmnly  and  repeatedly  warned  of  your 
danger,  ;bdt  you  'w6u)d  not  hear :  you  were  pbdfilf  tpid  what 
would  be  the  ^dnfeqOence  of  ypur  rebellion  siga^ift  tbo'  ifOfd,  but 
you  regarded  it  not ;  and  now  you  repent  when  it  h  too  late.    The 
word  of  the  Lord  batlibeen  awSuQy  1dl0}i4  lA  )[0u,     **Becaufe 
£pntence  «^^x|&.  an  evil,  work,  is  not  executed  fpeedily,  therefore 
tbp  hearts  of  the  fons  of  men  are  fully  tet  in  them  to  do  e^il/*  •' 

Yet  the  Lord  did  not  utterly  call,  them  oIF,  byt  g;racioufl3r 
premfed  by  the  prppbet,,  i^ai  after  be  had  puoiibe^  tt^p  for  the 
i^ace  <sf  ieveo^y  y^ars  (on  account  of  tbeir  4readfur  abufe  erf  bis' 
Ipng  continued  mercies}.  He  wo>uld  once  n^o're  maF(;  Ris  p^Wet  abd 
goodnefs  ;najpiif^ft  among  tbern,  atid^deliver  them  from  th^h4flil^ 
t)f  their  enemies.'  ^e  aHo  promifed  tio  bring  thetn  atgkiW  tbtb^il? 
own  iaxid  ia  pcaqe,.  to  mate  tbem  afr^e  people,  '^nd  reftorot^; 
(^leni  all. their  foriper  rights  and  pfivileges,  fo  that  they  fflbidd 
again  worfihip  the  Lord  in  his  holy  Mountain.  This  pteclot»' 
uromife  ^f  have  in.  tho  51ft  chapter ;  "  For  the  Lo^d  fcall  cotn^ 
tart'Zion;  be  will  copi fort  all  her  wafte  places,  and  he  wHlmteike 
her  wildernefs  like^Eden,  and  her  defart  like  the  gardert  ^f  the 
hofik ;  joy.  and  gladnefs  fhaH  be  found  therein,  thankfgivi^g,  and 
die' voice  61.  melody."  But  with  regard  to  the  accon^liflunent  of  this 
•promife,  they  walked  in  darkneft,  and  b^d  no  light.  There  was 
no.  probability  (fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  that  fuch  an 
hs^ppy  event  as  this,  Ihould  ever  take  place.  Every  thing  befidfe© 
the  promife  of  God,  forbad  their  exp^aing-any  thing  of  the: kind. 
They  were  i  people  robbed  and  (poited,  and  fcattered  abroad  tfaTo' 
the  vaft  empue  af .the  king  of  Babylon,  fo  that  they  could  not 
jB^nceive.by  what  meavis,  fa  extraordinary  a  defiyerarice  {hoald  be 
brought  about.  But  we  have  nothing  to  Tear,  while  we  have  the 
fjomik  of  God  to  rely  upon ;  he  will  always  fihd^  way  id  ac« 
compliih  bis  owadefigi^s,  and.  will  jappear  il^r  the  coin^rt  of  *thbfd 
jvho  truft  in  his  NamiB. 

In  the  wprds 'of  the  text,  the  prophet  Ipeaks  comfortiibly.to 
tbofe  among  the  captives  who  continued  in  the  ftar'of  the  L^rd, 

faying,. 
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dying,  *''Wko  is  among,  yott  that  feireth  the  Lord,  slid  obeyetii 
mvokcctf  bts  fervant,  and  yet  walketh  in  darknefs,"  with  reC- 
peft  to  the-  accomplifliinent  of  ihe  prpmife  of  God»  and  can  hw 
no  means  fee  in  what  ptrticlilar  way»  or  by  what  means  he  wiH 
fulfil  his  word  ;  **  Let  him  troft  m  the  Lord/'  let  him  reft  fatis- 
fiedy  that  the  infinitely  wife  and  powerful  God,  can  never  be  at  a 
kfs  for  inftruments,  to  accoraplifh'his  own  will.  He  will  ceruinly 
appear  at  the  time  appointed ;  his  word  cannot  fall  to  the  ground* 
sor  his  truth  and  faithfulnds  fail^  bui  hii  pe<^ie  ihftU.be  ddivered 
ffom  the  hinds  of  their  enemies*  ^ 

This  may  be  conGdered,  as  the  literal  meiminj^  of  thefe  wordJT. 
But  do^btlels  Ihey  have  a  fpiritual  meaning  alto ;  and  it  is  with 
this  that  we  are^choefly  concefiied.  But  in  order  that  we  may  not 
torture  the  word  of  Cbd^  aild'find  put  meanings  nbVifrr  intended; 
we  muft  take  care  that  the  fpirit<ial Tpnfe  vrt  put  iipon  the  words, 
runs  parallel  With  the  literiil  (^nfe,  and  theft  we  ihall  hot  miftak6 
our  Vray.  Ferhaps  there  is  itoi  a  pafliige  in  the  whole  Bible  that 
has  beoi' leTs' uiraerfipod,  and  more  frequently  mifapplied' than 
this  has  been ;  therefore  We  ihould  be  the  didre  careful  in  explaih4 
ingil*  '         .  .   •     » 

InTpeaking  frotn  the'Tei^t  it  kay  be  hec^flary  to  enqufrCp 

L  Who  is  Gob's  (ervant  w|iom  they  are  faid  to  obey  ? 

II.  Whd  are  the  ^rfens  that  truly  fear  the  Lord,  and  obey  thf 
Vmce  of  his  fervant  ?      ,      '  -       « 

III;'^  What  kind  of  dkknefs^  msly  fuch  perfons  walk  in  ? 

iV.  What  grpiifid  they  have  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  lo  (lay 
tlemfefves  upon  their  God? 

I.  x«  Who  is  that  iaMi^m  0f  God  alluded  to  in  the  text  ?  In 
reading  the  holy  SctiptoreS^.  wd  fisd  thae  this  titlehas  generall)^ 
*been  given  (efpectaUy  ia^e  Old  Teftaanem)  to  alt  without  e?tcep« 
tion,  who  have  lived  in  thefeaor^E  God*  and  endeavoured  to  ho- 
nour him,  by  walking  in  his^  hdly  ways;  But-  it  has  alfo  beeif 
given,  by  way  of  dlilin3ioa,  toihofe,  whoin  the  Lord  hath  called 
to  a£l'in  a  public  charaQer  in  his  church,  Whether  as  Prophets, 
Apollles,  or  Preachers  of  His  Word.  And  thofe  meo  of  Gc^, 
have  accounted  it  ;no  Jmall  vdegree  of  honour  put  upon  them, 
ly  the  gfeai  and  glorious  Head  of  the  Church,  but  have  greatly 
gloried  in  this,  that  they  were  the  Servants  of  God  and  of  tHe 
Lord  Jeius  Chrift.  "But  as  it  is  evideiit  that  the  latter  part  of  this 
chapter  contains  a  prophecy  of  the  Redeemer  of  mankind,  it  feenis  - 
that,  by  the  fcrvant  of  the  Lord,  we  arc  here  to  underiland.  the 
•Lord  J^fus.  Chrift  bii^felf*  Nor  is  tbi^  tho: only  place  in  the  fa- 
cred  f^priptures  wher?  pur  Lord  bears  this  humble  title.  The  Jh^ 
vani  4}f^ad*  For  in  the  beginning  of  the  4ad  chapter  of  Ifaiab, 
he  .is  call^  by  the  fame  name.  "  Behold  my  fervant  whom*  1 
HphoJld^  mipD  elf^y  ip^vhoip  my  ffu}  Aelightetb ;  I  have  put  tny 
._  *  *  B  a  Spirit 
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Spirit  ufjon  him :  Tie  Oiall  briflg  forth  judgment,  [or  falvairon]  t* 
the  Gentiles."  It  is  evident  thatahefe  words  can  oe  applied  onlf 
to  OUT  bleffed  Redeemer,  s^s  we  know  none  but  he,  ever  brought 
lalvation  to  the  Gentile  natiorvs !  WJio  alfo  hath  faid,^  "  For 
judgment  am  I  come  into  the  world,  that  they  who  fee  not  might 
4ee,  and  that  they  who  fee,  might  l)e  made  blind."  So  likewifc 
the  Apoftle  St.  Paul,  P.hiL  ii.  5,  *•  Let  thi$  mind  be  in  you. 
which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefirs :  who,  being  in  the  formof  God^ 
thought,  it  not  robbery  to  b^  equal  with  God;  But  made  bimlelf 
of  no  reputation,  and  took  upor*  him  the  form  of  d  fcrvant,  and 
wa&  made  in  the  likfaefs  of  men  ;  And  being  found  in  faQiion  aS 
a  man,  be  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  deaths 
even '  ibe!  death  of  >  the  crqfs.*'  Here  the  Apoftle  not  only  gives 
the  title  of  fervant^  to  the  Lord  of  life  und  glory,  but  he  alfo 
ihews  us  the  reafon  why  he  is  fo  called  :  Becauie  he  was  fem  up- 
on this  gracious  errand  by  bis  heaven jy  .Farther,  to  redeem  and  fave 
a  loft  world.  Now  he  that  is  fent*  is  not  greats  tb^n  he  whp  fent 
him  I  and  for  this  reafon  our  Lor^  himfelf  fayS»  **  My  Father  ia 
greyer  than  V*  That  if,  confidered  a^  the  Redeemer  of  nianjundt 
and  as  having  taken  human  nature  upon  him,  and  now  a£ling  as  a 
Mediator  between  God  and  ma^.  Yet  at  the  fame  time  we  may 
fay  concerning  him,  *'  Equal  to  the  Father,  as  touching  his.  Cod- 
fc^ad,  but  inferior  to  the  Father  as  touching  his  manhood/'  Being 
INarfe&God  and  perfeQ  man  united  in  one  perfpn  :  Yet  infinitely 
great  and  indbncetvably  glorious  as  he  is,  fuch  was  his  unbounded 
love  towards  us,  that  he  topped  fo  low,  as  to  take  upon  him  the 
form  of  a  fervant :  And  not  only  the  form  of  a  fervant  o(  God, 
|»ut  O, '  afionlfhing  humility  !  He  became  the  fervant  of  raa^. 
<»•  I  am  with  you  (faid  the  blefled  Jefus,)  as  one  that  ferveth  ;** 
and.wpndetful  to*  relate,  wie  fee  the  Lord  of  Glory  girt  with  a 
towel^  and  walhing  the  feet  of  his  difciples  \  Setting  iis  an  exam- 

]>Ie  that  we  mdy  follow  his  fleps,  and,  as  the  Apoftle  (peaks,  "  By 
ove  fervc  one  another."  But  what  isJnfinitely  more  aflonifhing, 
in  order  10  procure  eternal  falvation  for  us,  he  humbled  bimfdf 
yet  \awtr  flil^,  and  died  as  a  malefador  upon  the  ciofs,  that  we 
might  live  for  ever  I  Well  may  we  fay,  ''  O  Lamb  of  God  was 
fv^jr  pain,  was  ever  love  like  thine  1" 

IL  Who  are  the  perfons  that  fear  the,  Lord^  and  obey  the 
Toice  of  his  fervant  ? 

Two  forts  of  people  may  be  faid  Ip  do  this,  namely,  thofe  who 
are  fev  king,  and  thofe  who  haVe  foimd  redemption  in  the  bbod  of 
Jefus, 

I.  Thofe  who  arc  feeking  falvation  through  Chrift.     Thefe  are 

divinely  enlightened,  and  mad6  thoroughly  fenfible  of  their^ guilty, 

helpleffi,  and  ruined  ft^tte,  ^d  confequefitly  of  their  want  of  that 

.  falvbtron  which  Chrift  hath  purchafed;    They  begin  to  fear  thie 

Lord  and  to  tremble  «l  bis  word^  and  to  enquire  tfa€  way  to 
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Sion  with  their  faces  thitherward.  That  they  fear  the  Lord,  will 
ippeajr  from  thofe  fcriptures  where  the  nature  of  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  defcribed.  Prov,  viii,  13,  •*  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  to 
hate  evil ;"  That  is.  To  h^tte  evil  is  the  natural  fruit  of  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  whenever  this  is  planted  in  the  mind,  it  will 
follow  of  courfe  that  the  man  will  deteil,  and  abhor  that  which  ii 
evil,  and  begin  to  follow  that  which  is  good.  Bat  no  one  will 
ever  do  this,  till  his  mind  is  enlightened  by  the  word,  aqd  the  fpi« 
rit  of  God.  For  it  is  by  this  means  that  we  are  made  to  (ee  (he 
iexceeding  (infulnefs  of  fin.  We  fee  its  diabolical  deformity,  it* 
hateful  contrariety  to  the  will  of  Cod ;  its  pernicious  and  deftroc* 
tive  tendency.  How  it  diflionours  God,  grieves  bis  boly  Spirit, 
brings  guilt  upon  the.confcience,  viciates  and  defiles  the  foul,  and 
expofes  the  iinner  to  the  vengeance  of  an  infinitely  boly  God. 
Hence  they  will  hate,  and  flee  from  this  moft  accurfed  thing ;  well 
knowing,  that  it  would  bring  everlafling  ruin  upon  them.  Agail^ 
it  b  faid,  Pfalm.  cxi.  |o,  **  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  begin- 
ning of  wifdom."  That  is,.  A  man  begins  to  be  wife  upto  falvatiom 
when  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  planted  in  his  heart,  inafmuch  a$  he 
then,  and^  not  till  then,  learns  to  have  a  proper  regard  for  the  prf« 
fent  and  eternal  falvation  of  hit  foul.  But  here  it  will  follow 
a^ain,  that  no  one  will  truly  fear  God,  till  divine  light  is  commu* 
ntcated  to  him,  as  no  one  can  know  the  nature,  difcern  the  exceU 
lettce,  or  have  a  proper,  regard  for,  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
till  that  God  who  ,in  the  beginning  commanded  light  to  (hine  out 
of  darknefs,  ihineinto  his  heart,  by  the  bright  beams  of  his  Spi- 
rit. .But  he  that  is  earneftly  feekme  redemption  thro'  the  blood 
of  Chrifi,  is  wife  indeed,  inafmuch  as  we  know,  that  tbit 
is  the  one  thing  needful  for  every  child  of  man.  That  one  thing 
which  we  muu  experience,  or  it  would  have  been  good  for  ti| 
that  we  had  never  been  born. 

The  fame  perfoh,  may  alfo  be  faid.  To  obey  the  voice  of  God't 
fcrvant.  This  we  well  know,  is  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ••  Repent, 
for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  ♦•  Repent  and  believe 
the  gofpel.'*  *•  Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  and  call 
upon  him  while  he  is  near."  "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why  will 
ye  die,"  and  many  fuch  fcriptures,  which  would  take  up  too  much 
time  to  mention.  The  fervant  of  God  pays  a  facred  regard  to  all 
.thefe  ;  they  deeply  a£Rr£l  his  mind,  they  fink  into  bis  foul,  aiid  he 
obeys  them  with  the  utmoft  fincerity.  Although  at.  the  fame  tim^ 
he  makes  no  account  of  his  obediehce,  and  has  no  dependance 
upon  it,  as  to  his  acceptance  with  God,  but  looks  for  falvation  ifi 
Chrift,  and  in  him  alone. 

Thofe  who  are  brought  into  the  favour  and  family  of  God^ 
nay  with  flill  greater  propriety  be  faid  to  fear  the  L^rd*  and  to 
obey  the  voice  of  his  fervant.  They  fear  the  Lord,  not  mth  a 
flaviih  tormenting  dread;. but  with^  loving,  filial,  cbild.like  £ear : 
being  fenfible  oT  the  prefence  ft  God  with  tbem>  and  of  bta 
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love  towards  tbem  in  Ohrifi  Jefus*  Thty  f«el  an  boly  dread  oF^ 
his  Majfifty  opon  their  minds.  Tfaii  does  not  diminifh,  but  in- 
crei^e  tfa^ir  happinefs,  as  it  13  an  cffeQual  mean  of  keeping  tbem 
fiiom  the  «ery  appearance  of  evil,  and  oC  leading  them  n^sairer  to 
God*  The  moi%  deeply  confcious  they  ate  of  his  prefence«  the 
greater  deforce  of  this  hot v'  revet ence  they  are  blefled  with ;  for  iti 
Ais  ienfe,    '**Slefled  is  t^e  man  that  feareth  aI\iFays/' 

I  ]tncnr  that  feme  Very  fincere  profeiTors  have  been  mifsled  by 
flitting  a  wrong  fenfe  upon  thofe  words  of  St.  John,  *•  He  that 
learcfth  is  not  made  perfeQ  in  love,  for  perfe3  love  cafieth  out 
fear/'  Hence  they  think,  that  an  high  degree  of  the  love  of  God, 
will  render  his  feat  unneceffary,  and  even  remove  it  out  of  the 
xntnd.  But  we  fiiould  conftder,  that  in  this  paffage  the  Apoitle  is 
Slot  Ipeaktng  pf  godly  fear,  hut  rather  of  fomething  whicn  (lands 
oppofed  to  tt»  namely,  of  that  flavifii  fear,  which  ariFes  from  a  fin- 
in\  difirufl  of  God,  and  which  brings  the  foul  into  bondage.  But 
ttid  loving  fear  of  God  is  quite  another  thing,  and  muft  not  only 
teim  in  the  nitnd  while  we  are  upotl  earth,  but  alfo  in  heaven  it- 
Mu  The  nature  of  this  holy  fear  is  very  beautifully  ^xprefled 
in  ^ne  of  our  excellent  Hymns : 

O  Let  me  die  that  awe  to  pr^ve, 
TbSkt  facred  awe,  which  dares  not  move 

Before  the  great  THREE  ONE  I 
To  ihoat  by  turns  the  burfting  joy, 
And  all  eternity  employ. 

In  foj^s  around  the  Throne  I 

Cotild  we  difc6ver  the  holieft  faint  upon  earth,  or  rather  that 
highly  favoured  happy  fpirit  who  approaches  neareft  to  the  Throne 
t)f^Go0  in  heaveti ;  then  we  (hall  have  found  the  man  or  angels, 
who  enjoys  the  higheft  degree  of  this  holy  fear.  O  that  it  may  be 
Tor  ever  aecply  rooted  in  out  hearts. 

But  thofe  who  are  bleft  with  this  holy  fear,  do  alfo  obey  the 
voice  of  God's  fervant.  Divine  grace  .being  communicated  to 
them,  they  are  renewed  in  the  fpirtt  of  their  mind,^  and  to  them 
the  comrnandments  of  God  are  no  longer  grievous ;  for  being 
made  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  they  feel  themf^lves 
at  liberty  to  ferve  God  in  .  n^wncfs  of  fpint,  bringing  forth 
fruit  unto,  holinefs,  and  in  all  things  glorifying  that  gracious 
Gpd,  who  hath  broyght  tbem  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvet*- 
lous  light,  apd  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  his  children.  The  grace 
of  God  which  bringeth  falvation,  always  did,  and  always  will, 
lead  the  fQuIs.)vbo  enjoy  i;,  to,  deny  all  ungodlinefs,  and  world* 
fy  deffres,  Caching  an(f  enabling  them  to  live  fioberly,  rigbtf- 
'p^!fy•  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world. 

*i  /  A  fenous 


A  fcrious  ADDRlfeSS  to  th6  PREACltEJRS  df  the  GOSPEL: 
of  CHRIST  K 

WE  entreaty  yfre  tlchm^  w6 fcha)^  yoti,  lit  the  Narte;^ our 
Lord  jBSffS  CHlli$'r,Arl^HA  tbewerdtf  ofth^gretita^or;) 
tic^that  you  *Make  teod  to  the  Minithy  whicfa  yon  have  rKeiv^ok 
in  the  Lord»  that  yoH  fuWt  it/*  Oa\.  iv.  17*  What  we  htve  to 
fay  on  this  Subjeft  flia}]  be  contained  under  four  geft^rit  Mt^ada*    , 

L  Take  heed  to  voUr  6wn  perfonal  Reljgibr^,  as  abfoluteJy  fic- 
celTaiy  t6  the  ti'gUi  dirchiV^e  of  the  minifterial  office.  ^ 

II.  Take  heed  to  your  private  ftudies  and  preparation^  for  pub« 
Jlc  fervice^ 

llU  Tajcfs  heedftoyp^r  pqbUc  JUbg(urs»  ^  aSual  mmiftra*' 
tioxia.in  the  Churcb« 

IV«  Takeiheed  to  your  eonver£itIo«  in  the  irorid,  andeipeci- 
ally  among  the  flock  of  Chrift  over  which  you  pre  fide.  Bear^ 
^it&  uis  while  we  enlarge  a  little  npon^each  of  thefe. 

SECTION  L    OT  a  Minister's  Personal  R.elicioh. 
/   L  **  TAKE  heed  to  your  own  pcrfopal  religion,  erpeciajly  10 
the  work  of  God  in  your  own  h^art,  as  abfoliitely  neceHary  to 
the  right  difcharge  of  the  Miniilerial  uffice," 

Surely  there  is  the  highelt  obligation  on  a  preacher  of  the  gof- 
pel  to  Deiievc  and  praSice  what  he  preaches.  If  e  is  under  the 
moft  powerful  and  lacred  engagements  to  be  a  Chrifiian  )ifim^ 
felf,  who  goes  forth  to  perfuade  the  world  to  1)ecome  chrjftiafns; 
A  iQiniAer  of -Chrift  who  is  not  a  hearty  believer  in  Chrift,  and  ^^ 
fincere.  follower  of  him^  is  a  moft  ihameful  and  inconfiftetlt  cha«. 
ra3er;  and  forbids  in  pra6lice  what  he  recommends  in  predept.  '    ' 

Nor  ia  it  enough  for. a  Preacher  to  hay^  acomn^n  d^fee  of 
piety  equal  to  the  reft  of  Chriftians ;  he  fliould  furjMfi;,  othiers,, 
The  Leader^,  a^d.  officer^  in  the  a^nay  of  the  l^lejQCecl  j£&U3 
Qiould  be  more  .expert,  in  the  Chrifti^a  ]&xercirgs,  and.m.pr^a4*. 
vanced  in  the  holy  warfare,  than  their, fallow  foldaers  are  fuppo** 
fed  tQ  be,  a  Co^  vi.  4.  **  In,  ajlj^iiigs  s^prbving  ourf/^lvef 
(faitl^  the  Apoftje,}  as  the  minift^s  of  Qod  in  mu^h  patience/^ 
and  we  may  ?dd,  in  much  pf  every  cb^iflian  grace.  A  low  degrea 
of  it  is  not  fufficient  for  a  minifter ;  fee  it^refore  not  only  that. 
you  praftife^  every  part  of  piety  whicl)  you  preach  to  oih^rs,  but 
abound  therein,  and  be  emment  above  ot|iers  .in  proportio|i  as^ 
your  fiation  in  the  church  is  more  exalted,  .      ' 

The  world  expefis  more  from  you,  your  own  conference  re- 
quire* more  ot  you,  and  Chrift  your  Lord  both  requires  and  ex- 

•  ^  Extraaned  from-*-'*  An  humUe  afttfimpt  towards  the  Revifalef  ^ra£l}c«t 
«|  RetigjieQ  atioog  ChiifliaQSi"   |iy  Dr»  Waxts^^^ 

'•       •  ^  pefts 
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pe&  more  relig|ion  to  be  found  in  you,  who  are  the  leader, -than 
in  the  reft  of  his  flock,  fihce  your  advantages  are  much  fu|»erior 
to  moft  of  theirs. 

Your  time  and  life  are  in  a  fpfscifil  niat^ner  devoted  to  the  things 
0f  God*  Your  particular  CaUing  asa  tninifter  is  rauch  n«rer 
akin  to  ^ur  general  Calling  as  a  chridi^n,.  than  that  of  the  reft 
of  mankind,  and  you  ought,  to  improve  it  for  the  advfuicement  of 
youf  chfiftianity.  ..You  are  mpre  difengaged  from  the  bufy  cares 
and  embarraflments  of  this  life  than  other  chriftians,,  that  you  may 
have  your  heart  and  foul  more  eUtirely  employed  in  things  that  re* 
late  to  the  life  to  come. 

Your  daily  duty  calls  you  to  be  more  converlant  with  the  word 
of  God.  The  precepts  which  require  univerfal  godlinefs^  and  the 
promifes  that  encourage  it,  are  better  known  to  you  than  to  the 
reft  of  mankind ;  and  you  are  obliged  to  copy  out  the  Life  of 
Chrift  more  exa31y,  that  you  may  be  an  example  to  the 'flock  m 
every  thing  that  is  holy. 

Your  temputions  to.  a  vain  and  worldly  (pirit,  and  a  fenfual 
temper,  are  much  fewer  than  thofe  of  other  men,  whpfe  hearts 
and  hands  are  n^ceifarily  bufied  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and 
who  are  more  frequently  conftrained  into  the  company  of  finners. 

*  Now  finCe  your  .helps  in  the  way  to  heaven,  both  as  to  the 
knowledge  and  pra6lice  of  your  duty,  are  much  greater  than  what 
pthers  enjoy,  and  your  obftacles  and  impediments  are  in  many  in- 
^ances  fewer  than  theirs,  it  will  be  a  fliameful  thing  in  you,  to 
fink  below  the  character  of  other  chriftians  iti  the  pra£lice  of  our 
holy  rel^ion,  or  even  if  you  do  not  excel  fhem : 

Take  heed  therefore  to  your  own  religion,  as  to  the  truth,  rea- 
lity and  evidence  of  it,  as  to  the  llvelinefs  and  power  of  it,  and 
as  to  the  growth  of  it. 

I.  Take  heed  to  your  own  rdtgion  as  to  the  truth  and  evidence 
of  it.  '  Give  double  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  eleflion 
fure.  See  to  it  with  eameft  folicitiide,  that  you  bt  not  miftaken 
in  fo  tiecefl*ary  and  important  a  concern  ;  for  a  minifter  who 
preaches  up  the  religion  of  Chrift,  yet  has  no  evidence  of  it  ia 
qis  own  heart,  will  lie  under  vaft  difcouragements  in  his  work  ; 
and  if  he  be  not  a  real  Chriftian  himfelf,  he  will  juftly  fail  under 
double  damnation*  Keep  therefore  a  conftaht  holy  jealouf]^  over 
your  own  foul,  left  while  you  preach  to  the  eternal  falvation  of 
others,  you  yourfeif  become  a  caft*away,  and  be  for  ever  banifli* 
ed  from  his  psefence^  i  Con  ix,  27. 

Call  your  own  foul  often  to  account;  exaitiine  the  temper,  and 
motions  of  your  heart  with  all  holy  fcverity,  fo  that  the  evidences 
of  your  repentance  for  fin,  your  hiith  in  Jefus,  and  your  convert 
(on  to  God,  may  be  many  and  iair,  ftronig  and  unquefitonable  ; 
that  you  may  walk  on  with  cours^  and  joyful  hope  toward  bea» 
ven,  and  lead  the  flock  of  Chrift  thiiher  with  holy  aflurance  and 
joy,  11.  Take 


.  II.  T^Le  beed  to  yoor  Qifn  religtoa,  ^stQtb0  Liyeliciefs  and 
Power  of  it,  L^  H  not  hf .»  fleepy  thing  in  y<iur  bofona,  tmt 
fprightly  and  afiive.  and  always  ayvake.  Eeep  .your  o^a  fodl 
jiear  Cp^  in  th<;  ^ay  ip  whicfe  ypu  |irft  cj^mp  Bjelar.bidi,  i.  c.  by 
faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  Liet  no  d]ft<ii^ce  or  eur^n^inen^  grof^  bf- 
iween  God  and  you.  Maintain  mi^ch  cpnverfe  >vuh  God  oy^  P^FX" 
er,  by  reading  hi^  yrord,  by  holy  meditation,  Jiy.  heavienly-rainded- 
nefs,.  and  uniycrfal  holinefs  in  your  own  fpirit.,  ConvfCrfc  Wjt^ 
God  and  with  your  own  foul  in  the  duties  of  lecret  religion^  and 
walk  always  in  the  wprl^  as  under  the, eye  of  Gpd«  f^Yciy  kad^r 
of  the  flock  oiF  God  ihpuld  aQ  as  Mo(es  did^  iWuild  lire  **  ^» 
feeing  him  that  is  ihvifiWe,"    Heb.  xi.  27.      . 

III.  Take  heed  tp  your  perfonal  Religion,  as  to  the  growth  pf 
it.  Let  it  be  ever  t^pon  the  advancing  hand*  Be  jtendedy  {tfifxhit  ^ 
of  every  wandering  affeftion,  every  deviation  ifrpin  ,Q.o4  ana  your 
diity,  every  rifing  fin,  eyery  degree  of  grawing  di^ance  from 
God.  Watch  and  pray  much,  and  converfe  much  with  God,  as 
one  of  his  miniftenng  angels  in  flefli  and  blood,  a^nd  grow  daily 
jn  conformity  to  God  and  your  blefled  Savipur^  who  is  the  &rtt 
minifter  of  his  Father^  kingdpm»  and  the  fairefl  image  of  his 
lather. 

Such  a  conduA  will  have  feveral  happy  eifefls  toward  the  ft4« 
filling  of  your  minifiry,  and  will  render  you  more  fit  for  every 
part  oi  your  public  miniftrations. 

1.  Herieby  vou  will  improve  in  your  acquaintance  with  divine 
things^  and  efpecially  the  fpiritual  part  of  religion,  that  you  mav 
better  teach  the  people  both  truth  and  duty.  Thofe  vbo  are  mucli 
with  God  may  expe£l  that  he  will  te^ch  them  tfa^  fecret  of  h^ 
covenant,  and  the  ways  of  his  mercy,  by  communicatiqas  of  di* 
vine  light  to  their  fpirits.  *•  The  fecret  of  the'  Lord  is  with  them 
that  fear  him,  and  he  will  (hew  them  his  covenant.*'  Pfalm  xxv*  t^*^ 
Luther  ufed  to  fay,  that  he  often  got  more  knowledge  in  a  ibort 
time  by  prayer,  than  by  the  ftudy  and  labour  pf  many  ixours. 
-  9.  Hereby  ypu  will  be  more  fit  tp  fpeak  to  the  gr^at  God  at  all 
times,  as  a. Ion  to  a  father,  and^you  will  be  bet(er  prepai;ed  to  pray 
with  and  for  the  people*^  You  will  haye  an  habitual  readinefs.far 
and  increafe  in  the  gift  of  prayer.  You  will  obtain  a.  treafure  and 
fluency  of  (acred  language,  fuited  to  addrefs  God  on  all  occafions. 

Hereby  you  will  gain  a  fioeedom  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  be- 
come a  mfpre  powerful  JLntcrceflbr  for  your  people,  under  the  in- 
^uence  of  Jjiaus  the  greatlatdrcefibr,  who  is  ever  near  the  throne ; 
m4  ^  f)>re  you  improve  your  is^reft  in  Heayen^  for  the  edifica^ 
lion  of  thofe  who  are  committed  to  your  care. 

^.  I^eby  you  will  be  k^pt  near  to  the  fprinc  of  all  grace,  to 
the  Ibontain  of  ftreogth  ^xjA  cpipfoit  in  your  work-      You  w^l  be 

Vox,  XX»  Jaa.  i/gfi*  ever 
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.  ever  deriving  frefli  anointings,  frefli  influences,  daily  lights  and 
.powers,  to  enable  you  to  go  through  all  the  difiiciihies  and 
labours  of  your  facred  ofiice. 

4.  Hereby,  when  you  corae  among  men  in  your  facred  minijf- 
Irations,  you  will  appear,  and  fpeak,  a^nd  aft  like  a  man  come  from 
God  ;  like  Mofes  with  a  luftre  upon  his  face,  when  he  had  con- 
yerfed  with  God  :  like  a  minifter  of  the  court  of  heaven  employ- 
ed in  a  divine  office  ;  like  a  meflenger  of  Grace  who  hath  juft 
been  with  God,  and  received  inftruftion^  from  him;  and  the 
•world  will  take  knowledge  of  you,  as  they  did  of  the  Apofiles, 
that  they  were  men  who  had  been  with  Jefus^  A£ls*  iy-  13.  ! 

,.  €.  This  will  better  furniOi  you  for  ferious  converfe  with  the 
fouls  of  men,  by  giving  you  an  experimental  acquaintance  with 
kht  things  of  religion,  as  they  are  tranfafted  in  the  heart.  You 
will  learn  more  of  the  fprings  of  fin  and  holinefs,  the  workings  of 
nature  and  grace,  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  the  fubtilty  oi  tempta- 
tion, and  the  holy  flcill  of  counterworking  the  fnares  of  fin,  and 
the  devices  of  Satan,  and  all  their  defigns  to  ruin  the  fouls  c^ 
•m^n-  You  will'  fpeak  with  more  divine  compaffion  to  wretched 
aridperifliing  mortals;  with  more  life  and  power  to  ftupid  finners, 
yith  more  fweetfiefs  and  conifort,  to  awakened  confciences,  and 
li^^ithTnore  awful  language  and  influence  to'backfliders. 

You  will  hereby  learn  to  preach  more  powerfully  ip  all  sefpeOi 
for  the  falvation  of  men,  and  talk  more  feelingly  on  every,  facred 
•fubjeft,  when  the  power  of  godlinefs  is  kept  up  in  your  own  fpi- 
rit/  Thenoii  fomefpecial  occafionsit  may  not  be  improper  to  bor- 
row the  language  of  the  Prophet,  and  of  St.  Paul  and  5t*.  John, 
two  great  Apbftles,  though  it  may  be  teft  in  pqblic  to  ilpeak  in 
"the  plural  number.  We  have  believed,  therefore  we  h^ve  fpoken; 
•what  we  have  heard  and  learnt  from  Cbrlft,  we  have  declared,  un- 
to ybu  ;  what  we  have  feen  and  felt,  we  are. bold  to  fpeak;  attend, 
and' we  will  tell  you  what  God  has  done  for  our  fouls..  You  may 
then  at  proper  feafons  convince,  direQ  and  comfort  others  by  the 
!faitie  words  of  light  and  power,  of  precept  and  promjfe,  of  joy 
-and  hope,  which  have  convinced,  direfted,  and  comforted  you : 
a  word  coming  from  the  heart  \yill  foon.er  reach  the  heart. 

SECTION  II.    Of  a^IiNiSTER's  private  Studies.     ^ 

.  THE  fccond  general  head  of  exhdrt^tion  relates  to  your  own 
private  fludies  :  Take  heed  to  thefe  that  you  may  better  fulfil  yoUr 
miniftry.  Give  yourfelf  (faith  Stj'PauI  to  Tiitiothy)  to  read- 
.  i(ig,  to  meditation,  that  your  profiting  may  zcppedv  to  all,  1.  Tim. 
iv.  r3,  15.  ,  * 

Thefe  private  ftudies  are  of  various  kinds,' whether  you  con- 
fider  them-  in  general,  as  neceflary  to  fumifli  the  mind  with  knoif- 
ledge  for  the  office  of  the  miniftry,  or  iu  particiilar,  as  ntceffa.ry 
to  prepare  difcourfes  for  the  pu^it«  ift.  Tbofe/ 
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ift.  Thofe  general  fludies  may  be  juft  mentioned  in  this  place,* 
*which  furniih  the  mind  with  knowledge  for  the  work  of  a  minifter. 
And  particularly  it  is  ufeful,  if  not  neceflary  for  a  Miniiler  to 
have  fome  acquaintance  with  human  Nature,  in  the  two  conilitu- 
cnt  parts  of  it,  Soul  atid  Body,  and  in  the  powers  and  paflionsof* 
mankind,  that  we  may  better  diftinguffli  how.  far  particular  a£lions> 
are  natural,  and  how  far  they  are  voluntary  and  moral,  virtuous^or. 
linful :  how  far  they  are  ihfluehced  .by  fiefh  arifl  blood,  and  how 
far  they  are  under  the  government  of  the  Will,  which  is  of  gres^t 
importance  in  order  to  judge  right  in  many  cafes  of  confcience, 
and  to  give  direflions  for  the  inoral  or  religious  life. 

There  are  other  parts  of  fcience  which  are  neceffary  for  minif- 
tcrs  to  be  well  acquainted  with,  and  particularly  thofe  which  arei 
the  foandations  of  all  religion,  fuch  as  the  **  Knowledge  of  God' 
**  and  his  Attributes  by  the  light  of  nature  and  reafon,  the  know- 
**  ledge  of  man  as  a  creature  of  God,  in  his  natural  dependance 
'*  upon  his  Creator,  and  in  his  moral  relatioris  both  to  God  and 
•*  his  fellow  creatures,  together  with  the  obtigalions  to  duty  which 
•*  are  derived  thence^  and  which  branch  themfelves  into  all  the 
"  parts  of  morality  and  religion." 

Above  all  thinss  the  conftant  reading  ^nd  ftudy  of  the  holy 
Scriptures  is  neceuary,  in  order  to  a  larger  and  more  compleat  ac- 
quaintance  with  true  Religion.  Here  our  faith  may  reft  fafely,  in 
all  our  jenquiries  about  matters  oi  belief  or  pra£}ice.  The  doc* 
trines,  die  commands,  the  types  and  hiflories,  the  pisophecies  and 
threatenings  of  the  Word  of  God,  are  the  brightefl  and  sobleft 
part  of  the  knowledge  of  a  MiaiOer.  Thefe  are.  the  things  that 
are  able  to  make  us  and  our  hearers  wife  to  falvation,  and  to  fur«-. 
nifli  the  man  o£  God  for  every  good  word  and  work,  .2. Tim.  Jii. 
1^,  16,  17.  Let  us  never  imagine  we  know  enough  of  divine, 
thmgs,  while  we  dwell  in. flefli  aad  blood.  Gox>t  and  CnRisr^ 
and  the  things  of  heaven,  are  fruitful  and  inexhauftible  fubjefi^  tDf 
our  enquiry  and  knowledge ;  they  are  fo  m  this  world,  and  they 
will  be  fo  for  ever  in  the  world  to  come.  The  Angels  of  God 
pry  further  into  them,  nor  (hall  tHe  fons  of  men  ever  know  them 
to  perfeftion.  Thefe  will  be  the  glorious  obje£ls  of  everlafting 
ftudy,  and  everlafting  entertainment. 

I  might  add  in  the  laft  place,  that  there  are  fome  other  parts  oF 
human  knowledge,  whi<::h,  though  they  are  not  neceflary,  yet  are 
greatly  ornamental  to  a  Minifter  in  the  prefent  age ;  but  amongft 
all  thefe  epquiries,  let  us  take  heed  that  none  of  tbeni  carrry  pqr 
thoughts  away  far  from  our  chief  and  glorious  d^fign,  tbgt  is,  the 
Miniftry  of  .the  Gofpel  of  Chrift.  Cet  none  of  thera  intrench 
upon  tnofe  hours  which  fliould  be  devoted  to  our  ftudy  df  the 
Bible,  or  preparations  for  the  Pulpit :  And  wherefoevcr  we  find 
our  inclination  attached  to  an)^  particular  biiman  fcience,  let  us  fet 
a  guard  upon  ouffelves,  left  it  rob  us  of  our  diviner  ftudies,  and* 
Quif  |)cft  improvement.    A  Minifter  fliould  remember,  that  he 

C  ^  himfelf  ' 
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himfelf  with  all  bis  ftudies,  is  ^onfecr^ted  to  the  fervice  of  the 
fanduaiy.  ^.ct  every  thing  be  done  therefore  witlj  a  view  to  our 
great  end :  Let  all  our  knowledge  be  like  a  line  drawn  from  the 
yaft  circumfereiice  of  univerfal  Nature,  pointing  to  that  divine 
psntre,  Gpp  and  Relygiom  :  And  let  os  puruie  every  part  q£ 
fcience  with  a  defign  tp^gain  better  qualifications  thereby  for  gui: 
fifcfed  yprk, 

|[  T<>  h  Cfnifinytd  in  the  nexU  ]] 

TO  THE  EDITOR, 

My  dear  Friend,  London,  0£tober  ai,  1796, 

iks  the  following  account  fets  forth  the  uncopimon  faithfulnefs  of 
Che  Mjnifter  op  the  qne  hand,  and  the  extreme  diftiefs  of  a  per-^ 
fonof  high  rank  (when  on  the  border?  of  Eternity)  on  the 
pther ;  I  ^m  inclined  to  think  that  it  will  be  acceptable  to  your, 
num^rou^  |reader$.    J  am  mpH  afie£lioaately  yours  in  Chirift, 

J.  Pawson* 

TOHN  GORDON,  Vifcount  of  Kenmure^  was  born  in  lb(5 
1  year  1,559.  He  received  a  reafonable  education ;  but  througli 
fne  corruption  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  depravity  of 
hmnan  nature,  in  his  younger  years  he  was  fome^what  irreligious 
and  prpfanei  which  when  he  arrived  at  manhood,  broke  out  into 
rrofs  a£l$  6i  wickednefs.  Yet  at  this  time  he  was  not  left  to  him.^ 
felf,  hot  the  Hqly  Spirit  frc<jucntly  reproved  him,  efpecially  on 
facramental  occafions,  when  he  had  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  exceeding 
finfulnefs  of  fin  and  bitter  diitrefs  of  mind  on  accoant  of  it.  But 
ftill,  for  a  long  timp .  he  continued  a  ftranger  to  true  and  faving 
cobverfipn,  and  only  lived  like  the  rich  man  in  the  goipel ;  being 
wholly  taken  up  with  the  prefent  world. 

In  the  year  1628,  he  was  married  to  that  truly  amiable  and 
Chriflian  Lady,  Jane  Campbell,  filler  to  the  Marquis  of  A^gyle^ 
by  whon^  he.  had  feyeral  children. 

In  the  year  163JU  Charles  L  to  honour  his  coronation,  dignified 
many  of  the  Scotch  nobility  with  higher  titles,  among  whom  Sir 
John  Gordon  wa§  crjeatecj  Vifjcount  of  Kenmure.  His  Lordfhip 
attended  fh|g  parjiamenl;  which  fat  at  Edinburgh  in  1733  ?  '^"^  ^^ 
ftayed  only  a  few  days«  beipg  afraid  to  difpleafe  the  king,  fron^ 
^whom  l^e  bad  received  fome,  and  expfflted  tp  receive  ftill  greater 
honours  :  And  not  having  the  courage  to  glorify  God  by  his  pre- 
fence,  when  the  caufe  pf  ileligion  was  in  danger,  he  left  the  par* 
lianiept  under  a  pretence  of  bqdjly  indifppfitlon,  and  came  to  hi^ 
•w)a  fcofife  at  Kenmure,  and  there  flept  fecurely  with  a  quiet  con- 
fciei)icey  till  th^  next  year ;  yheii  being  obliged  to  reiurn  tq' 
5dinburgh,  in  order  to  fettle  hi?  own  a&irs,  he  \f^%  Calen  ill^ 
^4  on  this  account  was  pbligefi  ^9  ^^ufP  hpme^        '  \ 
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Ifl  tbis  affli£lion,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  awaken  his  confcience^ 
and  brought  to  his  remembrance  his  ihrinking  from  the  crofs,  by 
leaving  the  parliament  at  a  time  when  he  ought  to  have  defended 
the  true  religion.  This  (in  iay  heavy  upon  his  mind,  fo  that  he 
was  under  dreadful  apprehenfions  oF  the  difpleafure  of  God«  and 
filed  with  painful  fear  of  bearing  his  indignation  for  ever. 

Being  brought  into  a  ftate  of  extreme  weaknefs,  he  was  vifited 
by  a  pious  Minifier^  (fuppofed  to  be  Mr.  Samuel  Rutherford.) 
He  rejoiced  much  at  his  coming,  admiring  the  providence  of  God, 
in  fending  this  good  man  to  him  at  fuch  a  time,  when  he  ilood  in 
fo  much  need  of  bis  help,  tiis  lordfhip  began  to  open  his  cafe  to 
the  mioifier,  by  expreffing  the  fear  and  dread  he  had  upon  hi9 
mind,  left  he  Ihoiild  die  in  an  unconverted  flate,  and  faid,  *'  I  never 
"  fuppofed  that  death  bad  fuch  a  terrible  and  gloomy  countenance* 
**  I  dare  not  die;«— and  yet  I  know  I  muft  die  ?  What  (hall  I  do! 
"  I  dare  not  venture  myfclf  into  the  arms  of  death,  becaufe  I 
"  find  my  fins  fo  many  and  fo  grievous,  that  I  am  not  in  a  proper 
"  ftate  to  venture  into  eternity  1 " 

The  minifter  replied,  "  It  ir  natural  for  all  men  to  fear  death, 
and  the  children  of  God  themfelves  are  not  at  all  times  quite  free 
from  thofe  fears ;  but  I  hope  Chrift  "will  be  your  fecond  in  the 
combat,  and  therefore  truft  wholly  in  binu  But  I  am  not  quite 
fatisfied  as  to  the  ground  of  your  fear  of  death,  which  you  my  it 
the  confcioufaefs  of  vour  finful  ilate  ;  for  there  can  be  oo  friends* 
Ihip  between  you  andyour  God,  if  your  fins  are  not  taken  away 
by  the  Lotd  Jefus  Cfhrift:  therefore  make  that  fure,  and  them 
there  will  be  no  ground  to  fear."  His  lordlhip  anfwered,  **  I 
fear  I  have  delayed  €orain|[  to  God,  fo  long,  that  I  am  i\ow  too 
late ;  and  that  I  fliall  be  like  the  foolifh  virgins,  who  came  ^4 
knocked  when  the  door  was  fhut." 

The  minifter  bein^  led  to  fuppofe  that  he  was  not  fufficiently 
fenfibleof  the  exceeding  (infulnefs  of  fin,  endeavoured  to  fet  be« 
fore  him  in  the  plaineft  manner  he  could,  his  own  fins,  with  their 
aggravations,  together  with  his  father's  alfo,  who  had  turned  his 
back  upon  the  caufe  of  God,  as  well  as  his  fon*  The  minifter 
then  faid,  "  I  intreat  yoii,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  by  your  ap« 
peering  before  Chrift,  who  will  be  your  Judge,  and  by  the  falva* 
tion,  of  your  foul,  that  you  will  feriouily  confidef  the  Hate  of  your 
mind,  ^nd  riot  venture  into  eternity  without  a  certificate  under  the 
hand  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  becaufe  it  is  faid  of  the  hypocrite,  "  He 
lieth  down  in  the  grave,  and  his  bonps  are  full  of  the  fins  of  his 
J'outh/*  Job  «•  lu.  .  , 

His  lordlhip  nqplied,  ''When  I  look  upon  wy  pfftTi^pi  J  fee 
every  thing  is  wrong  in  it,'  and  the  latenefs  pf  my  reckoning, 
greatly  diftrelliss  me,  therefore  you  muft  ftay  with  me,  aiid  ie^ch 
ine  th|6  va)[  of  life  ;  and  you  muft  be  my  fecond  in  this  combat.'^ 
His  lady  faid,  "  You  muft  hav^  Jefus  Chrift  to  be  your  Second." 
ynto  iy Qich  he  very  &f artily  ^nfwered.  *'  Amen ;  apa  added,  Hoi(f 
'    ''     '  ^  •  Ml 
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^all  I  know  that  I  ant  a  child  of  God  ?  for  till  I  am  fatisfie^  of 
this,  my  fears  quite  over-power  me.  You  never  faw  any  tokens 
of  grace  in  me,  and  the  thought  of  this  diilreffes  me  very  much.'* 
The  minifter  anfwered,  "  I  was  indeed  very  forry  to  fee  you  fo 
dreadfully  carried  away  with  temptation ;  and  you  know  that  I 
gave  you  faithful  warning,  and  told  you  that  it  would  come  to 
Siis  ;  and  I  fincerely  wilh  that  your  foul  was  deeply  humbled  for 
your  fiu.  But  I  always  thought  that  you  had  a  love  for  the  faints, 
even  for  the  pooreft  who  bore  the  image  of  Chrift.  But,  my  lord, 
are  ypu  willing  to  quit  your  part  in  Chrift,  and  fubfcribe  an  abfo* 
llute  refigiiation  of  him."  He  replied,  "  Q  Sir,  that  is  too 
hard :  I  hope  that  Chrift  and  I  (hall  be  better  acquainted  than  we 
have  been,  and  I  (hall  be  better  advifed  before  I  would  do  that/' 

At  tite  fecond  intervKV*  the  minifter  urged  the  neceflity  of 
dieep  humiliation.  His  lordfliip  acknowledged-the  truth  of  this, 
and  faid,  "  Oh  that  I  could  lay  hold  upon  Chrift ;  but  fin  eaufeth 
me  to  be  jealous  of  his  love  to  fucb  a  man  as  I  have  been.^  The 
minifter  advifed  him  to  be  jealous  of  himfelf,  rather  than  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  as  there  could  be  no  meeting  between  therin,  till  he  was 
deeply  fenfible  of  his  fin.     He  replied,  with  a  deep  JDgh,  accom- 

}»nied  with  tears,  ** The  Lord  give  me  that:'*  and  began  to  con- 
iefs  his  fins,  which  he  faid  were  as  ferpents  before  his  eyes.  The 
minifter  faid,  *'  Death  and  you  are  as  yet  ftrangers ;  but  I  hope 
before  all  is  over,  you  will  have  different  thoughts  of  him,  and 
will  fee  him  to  be  a  fweet  meffenger  to  carry  you  to  your  Father's 
houfe."  He  replied  with  tears,  *•  The  Lord  make  it  fo;"-^  and 
defired  the  minifter  to  pray. 

At  the  third  vifit  of  the  minifter,  hislordftiip  faid,  "The  fear 
of  death  binds  me  down,  O  how  fweet  a  thing  it  is  to  feek  (he 
Lord  in  the  time  of  health  and  profperity,  for  now  my  poor  affllft- 
ed  bpdy  fo  weighs  me  down,  that  I  cannot  get  my  mind  Into  a. 
prbper  ftate  to  think  of  my  account,  and  the  life  to  come."  Xhp 
minifter  anfwered,  *'  You  muft  fight  againft  ficknefs  and  pain,  as 
well  as  againft  fin  and  death.*'  He  replied,  **  I  have  taken  great 
liberties  long ;  God  hath  given  me  thiity-five  years  to  repentin^ 
but  I  have  niifpent  it ;"  He  then  covered  his  face  and  wept.  The 
minifter  faid.  **  As  your  day  is  far  fpent,  and  with  you  it  is  after- 
noon, and  drawing  towards  evening,  it  greatly  concerns  you  to 
run  faft,  left  you  ftiould  mifs  your  lodging,  and  fo  be  obliged  to 
lie  in  the  fiejds."  Upon  'this,  lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  he 
cried  out,  •*  Lord,  how  can  I  run  MOii.ord  draw  me,  and  I  will 
**  run  after  ^hee.  Lord,  I  dare  not  io  much  as*  ktiock  at  thy  door  ; 
••  1  caft  myfelf  before  it  as  well  as  I  can,  till  thou  (halt  take  me 
*^  in.  I  dare  not  fpeak,  but  I  look  up  unto  thee.  O  for  one  kifs 
^f  of  Chrift's  fair  face  I    Lorf,  when  wilt  thou  come  "? 

At  the  fourth  yifit,  his  lordfhip  earnefllly  intreated  the  mrniflcr 

tp  retire  at^d  pray  fof  ^im.  and  to  do  this  ^ith  his 'whole  hearty. 

-  ^   ■  .  •    '     •     '      • •  •   •      %    ' 
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)br,  faid  he,  -**!  know  that  grayer  will  bring  Chrift  down  from 
heaven."  The  minifter  (aid,  '*  What  (hall  I  a(k  for  you  ?  giv^ 
^e  a  commiflioQ."  He  arifwered^  '•' I  charge  you  that  you  tel)[ 
jay  beloved  that  I  am  iick  of  love.'*  The  minifter  faid,  If  the 
JLord  fee  good  to  raife  you  up  again^you  (hould  enter  into  a  folema 
covenant  engagement  with  him^  and  facredly  dedicate  yourfelf, 
and  all  that  you  have,  to  his  fervice  and  glory."  To  this  he  heart- 
tUy  'confentea.  After  the  minifter  had  fpent  forne  time  in  fecret 
prayer  for  him,  he  returned  and  faid,  *'  I  have  good  news  for  you, 
the  Lord  will  yet  ^e  intreated  ;  he  will  hear  prayer  on  your  ac- 
count." At  this  he  rejoiced  greatly  and  faid.  '••  Then  will  I 
j)elieve,  and  wait  for  his  coming;  I  cannot  help  thinking  but  that 
my  beloved  is  drawing  near  to  me/'  Some  time  after,  tl^e  tninif- 
ter  was  called  in,  in  great  hafie,  and  his  lordfliip  faid,  **  Rejoice 
**  now,  for  he  is  come!  Q^f^at  I  had  a  tongue  to  tell  all  the  world 
*•  what  Jefus  Chrift  hath  done  for  my  Soul  I  " 

'.  Some  time  after  this,  conceiving  hopes  of  recovery,  his  mind 
was.  not  fo  deeply  «aife£led  with  divine  things,  nor  did  he  call  for 
the  minifter  fo  frequently,  though  he  would  not  fufFer  him  to  go 
irom  the  houfe ;  but  his  phyfician,  as  well  as  the  minifter  dealt 
faithfully  with  ^m,  and  plainly  told  him  of  the  extreme  danger 
lie  was  m.  The  minifter  faid,.  *'  Your  glafs  is  much  ftiorter  than 
you  fuppofe,  'and  fatan  will  fteal  your  foul  out  of  the  world,  fleep- 
iDg,  if  you  do  not  take  care."  ne  took  the  minifter  by  the  hand 
and  thanked  him  for  his  great  fatthCuloefs,  and  lamented  much  the 
deceitfulnefs  of  his  heart,  in  thus  wandering  from  God,  and  cleav- 
ing to  the  pVefent  World.  He  deflred  all  to  leave  the  room  but 
the  minifter,  and  then  entered  into  a  free  converfation  with  him 
;refpe&ing  the  ftate  of  his  foul.  After  prayer  the'  mieijier  faid,  "  I 
feair  that  yi>ur  former  joy,  had  no  good  foundation  to  ftand  upon  ; 
you  have  not  yet  been  fufficiently  humbled  on  accoui;^  of  fin  :  { 
would  wifli  voir  to  call  your  fins  to  remembrance,  efpecially  your 
leaving  the  late  parliament  when  the  caufe  of  God  was  in  fucl> 
danger."  His.  lordfliip  anfwered,  "  God  knowetb,  I  did  that 
agamil  the  conviflions  o[  my  own  confciencp,  my  mind  was 
deeply  diftrefted,/although  I  endeavoured  to  appear  chearful  in 
company." 

.  The  minifter  then  read  Rev.  xxi.  8.  to  him>  V  The  fearfut, 
knd  unbelieving,  &c.  .fliall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burn,«< 
cth  with  fire  and  briniftone;"  And  added,  **I^have  not  one  " 
word  of  mercy  from  th^  Lord  for  you  ; "  and  fo  turned  his  back 
upon  him.  Upon  this  he  cried  out  aloud  with  tears^  fo  that  they^ 
beard  him  at  fojooe  diftgince,  **  The  Lord  is  coihjng.  agaihft  me  as 
an  armed  man  jtd  deftroy  me.  I  would  die,  but  Fdare  noli  die; 
I  would  live,  but  I  dare,  not  live*  O  what  a  burthen  is  the  hand 
of  an  angry  God  I  O  what  fliall  I  do  J  Is  there  no  hope  of 
mercy"?  '  ''  ' 

After 


:ji4       ^^^^  of  John  Con^oKt  Vi&mm  <^{  Ke&murt. 

After  this,  another  minifter  came  id^  to  whom  his  lordfhip  fiij^* 

V  He  hath  (lain  me:"    and  adcied.    "  Not  he,  hut  the  Spirit  of 

tJod."    After  reading  the  hif^pry  of  Manaffeh  to  him,   and  fliew^ 

ing  how  the  Lord  bad  mercy  upon  him,  Ae  former  minifter  pro# 

cecded  and  faid,   ^^  I  know  that  yon  are  exceedingly  pained  both 

in  body  and  mirid,  but  what  wptild  you  thmk  of  everlafting  fire?, 

and  of  being  banifhed  from  the  prefence  of  Cod  for  ever  ?  "   He 

anfwered,    ••  Woe  is  me !  if  I  Ihould  fufierray  thoughts  to  dwell 

\jpon  it  for  any  time,  it  wbuM  be  enough  to  catrle  me  to  Ibfe  my 

fenfes :  but  I  pray  you  tell  me  what' I  muft  do?"   The  minifter  re- 

'  plied,   "  You  are  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation,  but  the  fcntence  i^ 

not  yet  paffcd  upon  you,  aij4  therefore  it  concerns  ypa*  deeply  to 

mourn  for  Jiaving  offended  Ood.    Suppofing  Chrift  was  to  come 

to  your.  bed-fide>  and  pronoudtcc  fentence  upon  you ;  would  yoii 

hot  be  obliged  to  juftify  him  for  fo  doiqg  ?  ^'  He  anfwer6d,**  God 

knoweth,    I  (hould  be  obKg&d  to  acknowledge  the  fentence  jnft. 

Vet  though  be  ftay  me  I  wiUlpve  htm,  and  ifuft  in  htm ;  I  will  lie 

down  at  h^s  feet,  let  him  trample  upon  me^  I  will  die,  i£  Id# 

die,  at  the  feet  of  Chrift.7     ^^^  minifter  hearing  him  £requei|tly 

-cry  out,     ••  O  Son  of  God,  where  art  thou.!      Wbcn  wdt<riio« 

"^'come  to  me4'0  for  one  gracious  look frbmmy  Redeemer  I!*  hid^ 

**  Is  it  polTible  that  you  #iou Id  thai  Jong  for  and  Jov&  the  Lqb4 

Jefus  Cbrift,  and  he  not  love^  amd  long  for  you  P    .Can  love  iao4 

^indnefs  ftand  only  on  your  fide?     Can  it  be  that yMir  love  ta 

})im  {hould  exceed  his  love  for  you,  which  we  know  ii  Infinite  2 

Hath  not  an  Apoftle  faid,    '*  We  kyve  btm  becaufe  ho  hath  fivll , 

joved   us?''     Be  perfuaded  then,  that  be  loves  ^u,  and-  that 

your  name  is  graven  upon  the  palms  of  bis  bands."    Hearing  theft 

things,  his  lordlhip  looked  upon  a  gentleman  preCent,  with  a  fmile» 

and  faid,    "  I  am  written,  man,  upon  the  palms  of  bis  bands ;   is 

«ot  this  Hite  talking !" 

The  minifter  obferving  that  he  grew  weaker,  faid^  *•  My  lor^ 
your  marriage  day  is  drawing  near,  therefore  make  jready ;  leave 
all  care  relpe£ling  your  cftate,  and  the  prefent  worid,  and  give 
vourfelf  wholly  to  prayer  atid  meditation :  **  And  thpfe  about 
nim  obferved,  that  he  took  the  advice,  infomu^h'that  w^hen  he  ap« 
peared  to  be  afleep  he  was  ftill  praying, 

•  After  he  had  flept  a  little,  he  called  a  kinf man  of  his  to  him^ 
who  had  greatly  offended  him,  and  faid,  ^*  1  "have  ground  of  of* 
iTence  agaiiift  you,  but  noWl  do  that  which  no  man  living  could 
liave  prevailea  upon  me  to. do  ;  but  the  Spirit  of  God  commands 
W,  and  I  obey  ;  I  freely  forgive  you,  and'd^firc  you  to  forgive 
me.  You  are  iii  an  eminent*  ftation ;  walk  before  God,  and 
ibe  faithful  to  your  calling:  Take  heed  tp  your  fteps;  wal);. 
in  the  right  road :  keep  your  ^ye  fingle ;  ,Foy  ^1'  the  world,  dc^* 
cline  not  From  holinefs :  but  take  example  by  me*'t 
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td  i  (coufitt  of  his,  whd  h^  married  ilie  bifihojpi  oC  OlrtlVway'i 
/  ^a^rbiw,.  be  fiud,  •*  Serv4|  (He  Lord,  arid  do  riot  follb^Hlifi  fteplrf 
pf  your  fathbr-in-lavtr  i  ()at  Ibslrri  to  knim  tfcat  yoU  ^#i^e  got « 
fotti :  far  I  %  umo  voa,  tliir  Veiy  manjr  feem  cibt  to  ktipw  chat 
ihe^  have  a  fou),  aiid  therefor^  they .  live  Withpu^  Gmi  in  iht 
world."  He  defired  the  mihtfter  to  tieep  tri  the  fame  room  witbi 
him;  dnd  to  try  to  get  ^  liitfe  reft,  *•  for»  faid  He»  yovt  diti  I  hav^ 
a  Igng  journey  to  gd,  iund  let  lis  mikk  risady  for  it.^' 

l^Td  ie  concluded  in  pi^r  ntAii  J 

An  extraa  tA  dte  Narrative  df  the  LoB  o^  the  Cl(OSV£NOR 
fiaft-Iodiaman,  which  was  wrecktift  updn  th^  tpaft  of  (^afffaria; 
fomewhlnpc  betwel^n  the  s/tli  axid  02d  de^ee  of  Sopthern  Lati- 
tude, on  the  4th  of  Aujjuft,-  1786 ;  compiled  from  the  exami- 
uatioti  of  JOHN  HYNES,  one  bf  the  dnfortunite  farviirors  ; 
hy  Mr.  Geor^  Carter,  hiAorical  portrait  fainter,  ripori  his  paf- 
fage  outvrard  bound  to  India  ^  • 

ON  the  13th  day  of  jufic,  17!$ 2,  Ih^  ferofvfenor  failed  Irorfi  Trinr 
comale,  [in  the  £aft  Indies,]  and  about  a  tno^t^  after  faw  a  fail,' 
which  was  the  only  one  that  came  in  view  till  the.  4th  of  Augiift,  whea* 
the  fliip  went  on  fbore.  Two  days  before  it  had  blown'  very  hard,  and 
feems  to  have  cctoUnued '  to  do  fo,  as  at  foitr  o'clocky  Ai.  M.  ori  that 
day,  being.  Sunday^  the  fbip  was  lying  to,  under  a  fbre-fail,  and  mizen* 
fiay-(aii.  A$  this  was  the  cafe^  k  is  more  than  probable  that  they  had 
not  been  able  to  take  an  observation  for  fame  days,  efpctiatly  a^  fhe  af- 
nx^phiere  is  generally  cloudy  near  the  fhore,  'Diey  lik^wife  may  haVcL 
been  afFe£led  by  the  currents,  which  are  oflbi^  met  witH  6n  the  edge  ol 
banks  near  tfaas  ihot'e^  and  Mrhich  are  known  fometimei  to  be  very  ra« 
pid  aud  uncertain. 

Thcfe  circumfUrices  in  fiwhe  ita^ure  account  for  that  ertor  iri  thcit 
icckoning,  whiclT  occafioned  the  lofe  of  the  fhip,  for  the  man  at  the 
whed  b»Lrd  Capt.  Coxfon  tell  the  company,  sit  dinner,  the  preceding 
(iay,  that  he  then  confideied  himfclf  as  30/3  mifes  from  the  ficarcft  land; 
Notwithftanding  whichi  the  next  morning,  before  it  wa^  light,  the 
fcipftnack*  ,1 

John  Hyne^  a  ieaman,  was  at  this  time  aloft,  with  one  Lewis^  and 
feveral  others,  fbrikaipg  and  fending  down  the  fore«top-gailaht-^ft; 
While  there,  Hynes  aiked  Lewk  tf  he  did  not  think  that  it  wa$  land 
where  the  breakers  appeared :  to  which  the  latter  anfwering  in  the  ^f- 
{iiFoiative,  they  allhaiieBed  down,  to  inform  the  third  mate,  wHoi^l 
Vfk,^  it  was,  of>  k  ah^rming  a  circuaafUnce.  Inftead  of  paying  aiiy 
attention  to  tWir  information,  Mr.  fieale  only  kughed  at  thieir  want 
of  kiiowledge,  «nd  gave  not  the  leaft  eiedit  to  their  conjedufe,  tjpoti 
which)  Lewis  ran  into  the  cabin  and  acquainted  the  Captain,  who  in* 
(bntly  c^e  out,  and  ordered  ttf  wear  (hip;  The  Udm'  was  accorditig« 
\y  put  haid  a-weather^  the  muten-fta5f'-&il  hauled  downi  the  fote:to|^ 
&il  tnd  jib  loO(ed>  aod-the  after*3rard$  fquarod ;  hpf  which  her  he^  ikzi 

.  *  pMdtHk  itinM  £ot  j.  Bdariiv,  ^«e«  Street,  tod  WilHam  Zjane,  i<eid^« 
nll*%f)ct.  8v0.  ^.  1^4.  4ft,  6^4  itiboMt.  iTtgt. 

Viu  JUC*  i^fj.  »  aanrlj 
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tiMdy.lnSbught  round.  But  before  this  could  be  accompU{hed>  Tier 
kcfA  Situik ;  and  as  flie  thumped  very  hard,  eveiy  ibul  on  board  ran 
izsmediatdy  upon  deck.  ; 

HwTor  and  appreheniion  was  now  ftrongly  painted  in  every  fiiee  ; 
"wbich  the  captain  endeavoured  to^  diipel  by  every  means  in  his  poMrcr. 
In  order  to  pacify  the  pafieng ers,  he  aUured  them  that  he  was  notvrith- 
out  hgpeof  being  able  to  favo  ihcm  all ;  %nd  therefore  begged  thorn  to 
be  compofed.  In  the  gril  pUce  he  ordered  the  carpenter  to  found 
the  pumps.  This  was  <done ;  but  no  water  was  to  be  found  in  the  hold ; 
the  {lem  lying  high  on  the  rocks,  and  the  fore  part  being  confiderably 
lower,  all  the  water  had  run^fbrward.  *  About  ten  minutes  after  the 
ihip*had  ftruck,  the' wind  <tame  off  (Hore,  a  circuraftance  that  gave  ad* 
ditional  (ircngth  to  their  apprthenfions ;  for  they  now  were  afraid  they 
fhould  be  driven  out  to  fea,  and.  thereby  lofe  the  only  chance  they  had 
of  avoiding  that  death  which  itemed  to  await  them* 

The  gunner  was  ordered  by  the  captain  to  fire  (ignal  guns  of  diftrefs, 
but  upon  his  attemptii^ ,  to  go  into  the  powder  room,  he  found  it  fo 
fM  of  water,  as  to  prevent  all  acceis  inio  it.  The  captain  then  ordered 
the  main-maft  to  be  cut  away ;  and  prefently  after,  the  fore-mail ;  bnt 
witl^out  any  e(fe£l ;  and  the  (hip  being  within  a  cable's  lengthy  or  about 
^o  yards  of  tjie  fhore,  all  hopes  of  laving  her  were  at  an  end« 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  language  to  defcribe  the  (late  of  diftraftion 
to  which  every  one  on  board,  particularly  the  paiTengers,  were  at  this 
.time  reduced.  Defpair  was  painted  on  ev/ery  countenance.  Mothers 
were  crying  and  lamenting  over  their  children ;  hufbands  over  both  ; 
and  all  was  anarchy  and  confufion.  Thoie  who  were  moil  compo- 
ied,  were  employed  in  devifing  methods  to  gain  the  ihore*  As  one  of 
the  mod  probable,  they  fet  about  framing  a^  raft  of  fuch  of  the  fpars, 
mails,  and  yards,  as  could  be  got  together ;  and  it  was  hoped,  that  by 
this  mean's,  the  women,  children,  and  fick  would  be  fafely  conveyed  to 
land.  In  the  xxtean  time  three  men  attempted  to  fwim  to  the  fhore 
with  the  deep  fea  line.  'Xwo  of  theiyi  reached  the  land;  the  othef 
periihed  in  the  attempt.  By  means  of  this  fmall  line  a  much  larger 
one  was  conveyed  to  the  Ihore,  and  by  that  a  hawfer.  In  drawing  the 
latter  aihorc,  the  two  men  were  aiTiiled  by  a  great  number  of  the  na- 
tives, who  by  this  time  had  crowded  to  the  water's  tdge,  to  befadd  th# 
uncommon  fight. 

The  mails,  .drivc:^  by  the  furf  and  current,  £»und  their  way  to  the 
Ihore ;  and  *s  foon  as  they  were  got  within  reach,  they  were  quickly 
ilripped  of  the  iron  hoops  by  the  nlitivtis^  that'being  the  metal  molt 
prized,  for  making  thp  heaJds  of  their  alfaygays  or  lances^  When  the 
hawfer  was  hauled  on  fhore,  it  was  failened  rouml  th«  rocks,  and  the 
other  end  made  fail  to  xhe  capflcm  ori  board  the  fhip,  by  which  meana 
it  was  hauled  tight*  By  this  time  the  raft,  about  which  mofl  of  th<? 

people  on  board  had  been  employed,^  was  complfcted,  and  a  nine  inch 
hawler  failened  round  it.  it  was  then  hunched  overboard,  and  veered 
away  towards  the  ilern  of  -the  fhip,  that  the  wcMnfen  and  children  xkiigh]^ 
the  moip  .readily  end)iirK^pon  it  fcom  tht  quifttef  gallery.  Vault 

men  got.  ujjpn  it,  jin; order  xq  aifift  the  ladfesl  but  hud'fcarcely  taKea 
.  ..<>  ;•-     -••   -   '^     •'  ••     ''  '      their    ' 
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their  ftition,  before  the  violence  of  the  furf  fhipt  the  hawfer  In^twa 

although  it  was  a  new  one,  and  the  raft  driving  on  fliore,  was  upfet ; 

by  wluch  means' thfee  out  of  the  &ur  men  were  drowned; 

'  All  hands  b^ln  now  to^b  the  bell  they  could  for  themfdves.  Soma ' 

had  recourfe  to  the  opl)^  toethod  there  now  appeared  to  be  left  for  get* 

ting  aihore,  vis*  by  &e  hawfer,  n^ade  fail  to  the  rocks,    hand  ov«r 

hand ;  and  de^ir  giving  ftretigth  and  refohitiony  ieveral  of  the  ieamen. 

'  gained  the  ihore,  while  others,  who  were  incapable  of  accompliftiing 

it,  dropped,  and  were  drowned  $  the  latter  amounted  to  fifteen.  It 

ibould  have  been  obferved,  ihat  when  the  mafts  were  ordered  to  be  cut 

away,  die  yawl  and  jolly  6oat^  w«re  hoifted  out,  with  an  Intention  tK> 

be  applied  in  faving  the  crew ;  but  thcfe  were  no  fooner  over  the  iid» 

of  the  fhip,  than  tivey  were  dafhed  to  pieces  by  the  violence  of  the 

fiirf.  ..;,•  -      ■'- 

•   About  this  tinic^  the  {hip  feparated,  juft  before  the  main^maft  ;  and 

the  bows  veering  Tound^  came  athwart  the  ftem,  The  wind  at  the  fame 

time,  providentially  ihifted  to  ^ts  old  quarter,  and  blew  dire£^y  upon* 

the  land  ;  a  circuraftance  that  contributed  greatly  towards  &ving  thofe 

who  ftiil  remained  on  board ;  who  all  got  upon  the  popp,  as  being.  near«> 

eft  the  *  ihore.        .  The  wind,,  now,  in  conjun£tioa  with  the  ^rges^ 

lifting  them  in,  that  part  of  the  wreck  on  which  the  people  were,  irr 

an  inftant  rent  aiiindeis  fore  and  aft,  the  deck  fplitting  in-two.  -      In: 

this  diftrefsful  moment  they  croaded  upon  the  ftarbotara  quarter  V-whick 

foon  floated  into  ihoal  water,  the  other  parts  continuing  to  break  off 

thofe  heavy  feas  that  would  have  daihed  them  ii»  pieces.   ?  Through  thi^ 

incident  every  foul  on  board,  even  the  ladies  and  children,  got  lafe  on 

Ihoie,  except  the  cook's  mate,  who  being  drtink,  would  not  be  pre* 

vailed  upon  to  leave  the  wreck.    Vpon  this  occafion,  the  feamen  that 

had  aiready  gained  the  land  by  means  of  the  hawibr,  did  all  inrtheir 

po^ver  to  fuccour  thofe  who  needed  their  aififtance.  *      ■ 

By  the  time  they  had  all  got  on  Ihore,  the  day  was  far  fofcnt,  and 
night  came  on  a  pace.  The  natives,  who  had  retired  with  tne  letting 
Rm,  had  left  the  embers  of  their  fire.  With  this  our  people  lighted 
three  others,  of  wood  coUcftcd  fi-om  the  wreck,  and  having  got  toge- 
ther fome  Hogs,  geefe,'and  fowls,  which  had  been  driven  on  ihore,' 
they  fupped  upon  them,  for  that  night.  In  the  mean  while,  every 

one  wandered  up  and  down  the  fhore,  in  order  to  fee  what  thcy"coul4 
pick  up,  that  would  be  of  fcrvice  tq  them:  irida  cafk  of  beef,  a 
a  caik  of  Hour,  and  a  leagcr  of  arrack  were  found.  Thefe  being 
delivered  to  the  captain,  he  ferved  out  a  proper  portion  of  each  to 
every  p^rfon.  Two  fails,  that  had  been  driven  on  ihore,  were  like- 
wife  brought  to  him  ;  and  of  thefe  he  ordered  two  tents  to  be  made,  for 
the  ladies  to  rcpofe  themfelves  in,  thp  cnfuiiig'iiight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ^Hi,  the  nat.ives,  w^b  were  woolly-headed, 
and  quite  blacky  came  down  and  began  to  carry  off  whatever  fe?med  to 
ftrike  their  fancy.  This  conduft  excited  in  the  minds  of  pur  people, 
particularly  the  women,  a  thoufand  apprehcnlions  for  their  pe^lbnal 
fafcty;  but  they  were  agreeably  furprize^d  to  find  that  tHey, consented 
themfdves  with  plundering,  The  next  day  was  fpcnt  in  coUetling 

together  every  article  that  might  prove  uf^ful  upon  the  journey  they 
were  about  to  take^  for  is  was  intended  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way 

Da  ^Y. 
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by  land, : to  the  Cupe  of  Qoed  Ho]^.     Upon  exammihg  what  wl$  cel?t 
}^6bi)di;th<9f  fbunii  they  ivere  ici  poiFe{I|on  of  two  eaiks  of  flour^  and  % 
tub  bt  pork.     They  hadalfe  two  teag^rsof  arrack  ;  but  thefe  th€  ^pf( 
|«Kt  ^hldently  ordeced  to  be  ftove^  led  the  i^itiveS|  getting  at  it,  nught, 
ineaHlbf  intoxication^  deftroy  them  all.  .     ^ 

(^apt«  Cbxfot^^  now  caUed*all  the  furvivors  of  <he  (bipwreck  togetbsr 
^^liUr  jba^lip^  paired  the  jir^vifipRS  among  them,  rpprefentied  r  that 
s^  he. had)  pi!i  (koatdi  bee^  their  cpmipanding  officer^  he  hpped  they 
"tt^uld  {U)i  (offer  hizn  to  continue  \fjs  ^^oannafid/'  Tp  this  it  waa  unaTiir 
moiifly  a»£wered|  "  i[>^  dB^  fteans.'*  He  then  proceeded  to  iniprm. 
ahcm^.  that. from  the  befl  calculations  he  cbuld  maxei  he  waski  bfypef 
ql  beiq^  able  to  reach  feme  of  the  Dutch  ftttlements  in  itftefsn  cMr4xteen 
days.  iVnd  ttt  thi^  the  captain  was  not  mUch  miflaken  t  For  as  the  ifhip-» 
wreck  is  fuppofed  to  have  happened  fomewhere  about  the  29th  degreer 
^f  ib^them  latitude  ahdlHe  mdft  northern  of  the  Dutch  colociki  ex* 
tend  beyond.the  3 1  il  degixre,  this  might  have  been  done,  had  ppt  the  iiiteiW 
rentipn  of  the  rivjd-^,  which  lie  betw^h,  tpo  much  retarded  them.  En^ 
eocnraged  by  this  hope,  they  fet  o£F  on  the  2'^tii,  in  order  to  obt^  tho 
ead  of  their  wifise^  as  ibon  as  poilible*  Previous  to  their  march|  they 
iQBade  a  Dutch  Jack,  which  they  parried  before  them,  thiakine  that  tkt^ 
<rolouis  of  that  nation  would  be;  fooner  Jcnownahd  refpetbod  thaa 
^pfe  o£.  the  Engliih*;  ^  A  man,  whofc  name  was  O'Brien  and 
who.  had  been  vk  Baft  India  foldier^  havixag  a  .fwelled  knee,  would  no^ 
ftt  Qt)t  with  his  fbip-matep,  but  ftayed  behind*  The  poorfelfow 
£ud,  iii»t  as  it  woula  be  impoffilale  for  him  tb  keep  up  with  the^,  ho 
would  endeavour  to  get  ibnie  pewter  and  lead  from  the  wreck,  of  whicli 
.  ke  wnhld  inake  little  trinkets  to  amufethe  nettives^  hoping  thereby  tdi 
xagmtiate  hirafelf  _with  them^  and  learn  their  langtiage,  till  he  fhoiild  be 
lietter  able  to  get  awty.  He  added,  thatJie  might  as  well  cvtn  die 
with  them^  as  to  end  his  life  on  the  way  in  excruciating  pangs  irsoi 
pabi  and  hunger. . 

They  now  all  moved  forward,  and  were  follQllycd  by  fomc  of  the 
inatives^ .  others  ftaying  by  the  wreck.  As  our  people  proceeded,  they 
lound.  a  tolcraWy  well-trod  path  from  village  to  yill;^e.  '  The<Jaffree$ 
cotxtiQuecl  to  follow  them  for  about  three  miles,,  taking  away  from  them^ 
Irom  time  to  time,  whatever  they  liked,  and  fometimes  tbrpwinj  ilpne^ 
at  them.  They  ibon  after  were  met  by  a.p^rty  of  the  natives  con^ 
^fting  of  about  thirty,  whofe  hair  was  made  up  in  the  form  of  fugar* 
loaves,  and  their  faces  painted  red.  Apiong  them  was  a  man  whd 
Ipoke  Dutch*  Hi^  name,,  ^s  they  ^t^^nMrards  learnt,  was  Ti^out.  Hav^ 
ing  committed  fom^  murders  among  )^  countrymen,  he  had  fled  to  thefe 
parts  for  refuge  and  cohceaIm/:nt<.  When  he.came  up  to  the  £ngr 
lifli,  he  enquired  who  they  were,  and  whither  they  were  going ;  and 
.Qn.beuig.,to)d  that  they  Were  Englifb,  had  been  cafl  away,  and  lyere  . 
Endeavouring  to  fihd  th'cit  way  j-opnd  Xp  the  Cape  of  Good  H'of>e,  he 
informfcd  them  tTha't  th6ir  intended  journey  would  be  attended  with  un- 
speakable difflculries ;  Tthat  they  had  many  liations  to  go  through;  and 
many  dcferts  tcj  pafe,  /exduftve  of  thje  dangers  they  woUld  ekperiencc 
rrpm  the  vaft  number^  of  wild  beai!^  they  were  fiire  to  meet  VitK:  ail 
ivhicb,  he  faid^  WotrM  vehder  their  attempt  ftcarly  imprafticable. 

This  information  did  not  in  theJpaJi  eoritribute  to  raife  the  ^irits  of 

ihe  fhlpwi^kcd  wajadejteft;.  iThey  offcied  the  mn  iny  inoney  h^  fh6ut4 

" -     '      •    "' •"  '.   .         .  -.^  rcquirp 
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^^uiie,  to  conduft  thopo  to  the  Cap^  but  xroiUdtiot  ^ifcv^  upon  hijm, 
to  undertake  it*  The  reafons  he  gave  were,  tliat  he  was  afraid,  of  put-* 
ting  himfclf  into  the  ppwcr  of  the  Dutch.  .  BeTides  which,  as  he  ^ad 
a  wife  and  children  among  the  natives,  he  was  well-^iTured  they.WQul4 
never  confent  to  let  him  go,  if  he  was  ever  fo  much  4nclii)ed  to  do  it- 
Finding  $heir  felicitations  on  this  head  fruitlefs,  they  purfucd  their  \ 
journey,  and  travelled  on  in  the  fame  manner  for  four  or  five  days,  the 
natives  conflantly.  alTembling  ^bput  them  i&  the  day  titxve,  afid  taking 
from,  them  whatever  they  pjieaied.;  .W  asfoon  as  the  fun  ^^k^ent  dowi^ 
they  invariably  retired.  During  •ikd(e,{^Y,  h^wc^ver^- they  kepttha 
travellers  in  con^nual  alarzhs,  by  handling  the]tdicf  roughly,  *4nd  ^x^ 
afperating  their  hufband$  in  particular,  ..and  the  pdople  iiji  general,  ^to 
gtts  of  vicHepcc.    ,        '  .  »  .         .  ,; 

As  they  went  .on,  they,  faw  many  villages,  but^kept  as  far  from  t^m 
as  polfiblc,.  to  avoKi  the^  impertinence  of  the  inhabitants.  iThey  now 
pame  to  ^  deep  guU)c,.  whese  they  met  with  thiwe  of  ih^  natives;,  wha 
all  had  lances  in  thpirhand^and.nj^on  th(^r  approach  called  ou|  Zpuke^ 
This  was  ni^derftood  to.  mean,  Oiu^  uf/m^UHg-i  but  ^p^ha^  ij^  ik^.in- 
jtended  tp  fignify  that  they  took  th^ni  for  Zim^ns,%  as  it  appear^  by  thf 
.chart  that  the^  isfuc^  a  nation;  and  w^h  wlfom^at  Uiat  tiniQ,<tboy  OMgh( 
probably  b^  at  war*'  for  they  held  their  laacfis  fevertd  tin^.*toth9:Cap^ 
gain's  throaU.f  At  {aft,  being  irritated hiqroiid -bis  patienoe,  the  cip^^isi 
jcaugfaj^.  hpM  pf  oivs  of  them,  an^  w^ii/ching  it  out  of  tl¥^ifeilow>\h^nd| 
troke  it^  fzi^Jf^Q^^  baxb.  The  gatiyes  then  went  jiw^,  ^fid  learned 
^  l2i|ee, no  furth^^ticepf  them  ^for  that  ^y»  -  -<  r,     •  :i; 

But  .coming  the  next  day  to  a  very .  laii^  villagei  they^oMndtbeirf 
the  th^  jiat^vel  -j^ft.  .mentioned^*  \Yhcr  had  colle^bg^  Idgethar' three  or 
four  hiKidred  pf  their  pountiymqni  who  «ver&  «U  ariDod)^k^4anfQ% 
and  targets  m^d<^  of  the  hides  of  elephants.  -As  the  £fig^  ^V4f\atd 
the(e  p.^plc  iwypfii  them,  and  b^an  to  pilfer,  and  to  midi  th^  i  iiU 
»t  len^  ^y  feQ  upon  tfeem  anci  beat  theip.     .  .  .  r 

Quit  P?^pi^  npw  conducing. that  it  was  the  inte^tloncf  .thfc.qatiy^ii 
to  kill  t^9  wholp  bo4y,  thoy  formed  the  rcfolution.of  dcfbnding  iheid*. 
felves  to  |he.laft>. extremity.  A<jcordingly,  afte^  having  placed  thit 
women^  the ,  chUdreni  and  the  iic^,  at  ibme  didanc^,  under  the  pro^ 
te6Uon  of  about '^^koaen,  of  their  company,  the  remainder,  jto  j^h^H^Um- 
^-  of*  eighty  »r  ninety,  engaged  their  opponents  fQr.aWuti^y«^hOurt 
X;'main^ining^  during  the  whole  time^  a  kind  of  .rw»ing 
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fight.  Aii4  atlflipgtlv  having  got  poiTeffion  of  a  (pot  of.  rifing  ground^ 
^ivhere  the^^cpul^-  not  be  iifrrounded,  a  fbft  of  compro^nft  took  place 
between  the  contending  parties.      .    ,     •  ,  -  .^ 

Duri^  &c  q^unteir  a  ^eat  nuipber  were  maimed  on  both  ftdes,  but 
pone  killed.  .Mr*  Newman,  oneof  the  paffengers,  had.'the'fhaft  of  a  . 
lance  ftlick  into  his  ear,  and  from  the  violence  of  the  Wow  attiendtng 
it,  remained  r,in^en<iblc  for  tw.a  ^hours..  After  a  pacification' h*d  taken 
place,  fevefal  pf  the  company  cut  tl»eir  buttons  from  their  coata,  and 
5^ve  them  to  the  natives,,  together -with  other  little  ttinkets;  upoi^ 
which  they  v^cmt  away  and  ^turned  ry  mqro.  ♦  . . 

As  foon^.Mr.  Newman  waf  ti^erably  recovered,  - tho  l^^ffi  pro- 
cccdcd  cm.  th«r.. march;  and  that  ^«ntj€ma»  bfiing  ftippdrtcdbytwo 
mwi,  they  were  atle  to  get  on  hyc  91.  f^Xr  nljles.furChcr^  bt^iuc  it  grew 
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izrk»  They  nnw  made  t  fiw,  «nd  rcfltsd  for  that  night  in  the  open  air.- 
During  the  night,  they  were  fo  terrified*  with  the  noife  of  the  wild 
beads,  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  keep  watch  and  watch,  for  fear 
<hcy  (hould  approach  too  near.  What  a  lituation  this  for  ladies  who  had 
been  delicately  brought  up,  and  lately  ufed  to  all  the  luxuries  of  the  Eaft ! 

The  next  morning  they  were  jrtined  again  bv  Trout,  the  Dutchman, 
Vfho  infornfied  them  that  he  had  been  on  board  the  wreck,  and  had  got.  | 

from  it  a  load  of  ifon^  pewter,  lead,  and  copper,  which  he  was  now  - 
carrying  to  his  Kraal.  He  then  enquired  how  they  came  to  fall  out 
Vrith*  the  natives,  an  account  of  which  he  had  received.  He  advifcd 
them  to  make  no  refiAance  in'fiitOr^,  cfpecially,  as  fronv  their  not  hav- 
ingany  weapons  of  defence,  all  oppoiition  would  be  ineffefturf.  And 
he  was  of  opinion  that  if  they  followed  this  advice  they  would  meet 
^Hh  lefs  obftru€tion  firom  them.  He  was  drcffed  in  a  morning  go\vn, 
belonging  either  tp  the  captain  or  to  one  of  the  paflchgcrs  ;  andivheit 
!ic  had  held  this  Ihcnt  converfation,  he  took  up  his  load  of  plunder, 
and  tnareked  olF.     At  this  interview  he  was  quite  alone. 

WhiBn  the  Dutchman  was  gone,  bur  J>eople  purfued  thcii*  way;  and  i 

towards  the  clofe  of  the  eyenirig,  came  to  a  deep  gullcy,  where  they  m  \ 

agreed  to  pafs  the  night,     Fires^  were  accordingly  made,  the  watch  was         f    i 
i^  as  ufual,  and  thofe  whole  turn  it  was  to  reJl,  as  well  as  the  women; 
children;  and  the  fick,  went  to  their  rcpofc :  Their  reft,  however,  was 
fo  ^fturbed  by  the  bowlings  of  wil<l  bcafts,  that  th^y  tbtxld  get  but 
little  ^eisp*    Indeed  thefe  unwekome  vifitorscarnefo  near  ibis  night,  ^ 

as  to  caufe  a  general  alarm ;  and  it  was  a$  much  as  the  guafd  could  do  i 

10  keep  thffm  off  with  fircbitoids. 

The  day  no  fooner  dawned,  ^han  they  began  to  move  forward.    And  i 

as  they  profcteded,  a  party  of  the  natives,  about  noon,  came  down  Up* 
on  them  and  began  to  nlimder  as  ufuaL     Among  other  things,  they  ] 

aook  from  them  their  tinder-box,  flint,  and  fteel,  which  prot^ed  an  irre-  i 

parable  lofs.  Every  man  was  now  obliged  to  travel  by  tuiits  with  a  i 

»r^rand  in  his  hand  ;   and  the  natives  continued  to  follow,  as  ufual,  \ 

till  it  was  almoft  dark.     They  at  length  came  nS^a  fmall  river,  which  i 

Vas  the  firft  they  had  met  with;  but  the  tide  being  flood,  they  could  i 

iaot  crofs  it ;  they  therefore  determined  to  fpend  the  night  there. 
-    Belbra  the  natives  retired,  they  grew  more  troublefbme  than  thc||^  ' 

had  hitheho  been.     They  feized  the  gentlem^ns'  watched ;  and  the  ha^  i 

of  the  ladies  coming  down,  they  difbovered  that  they  had  hid  their  i 

4iamo«lds  therein,  and  without  any  ceremony  took  thwn  away.  Nay, 
they  even  looked  care&illy  to-fee  if  they  could  find  any  m6re.         The  i 

gentlemen  could  not  conceal  their  indignation  -at  thefe  outrages  :  but  all  | 

they  got  from  the  plunderers  in  return,  were  blows  with  their  lances, 
or  with  knobbed  flicks,  about  three  feet  long,  which  they  generally 
carried  with  them. 

It  now  began  to  grow  dark  ;  and  it  became  neceffary  to  make  a  fire; 
but  as  thofe  who  carried  the  fit^brands,  at  this  time,  happened  to  lag  | 

behind,,  the  {hip's  cook,  and  two  others  feeing,  on  the  oppQftte  fide  of  | 

the  river,  the  remains  of  a  fire,  which  the  natives  had  made  to  burn 
the^  long  gra6,  they  fwam  over,  and  returned  with  lighted  fire-brands  I 

upon  their. beads.      A  fire  was  now  made,  andthofe  w^ofe  turn  it  was,  | 

iruted  their  weary  limbs  there  for  that  night. . 

•  •  '  I  To  ie  continued  in  ourncxt.^         Letter  IV. 
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HAVING. finiflieci  your  objeflions  to  ihe  genumeneft  of  the 
V>oks  >of  Mofes,  you  proceed  to  your  remarks  on  the  book 
of  Jolhua  ;  and  from  it's  internal  evidence  you  endeavour  to  prove 
that  this  book  was  not  written  by  Jo(hua.  — What  then?  wnat  id 
your  conclufioii?-^  <*  that  it  is  anooyoious  and  without  authority/' 
—  Stop  a  little  ;  your  conclufion  is  not  conne^ed  with  your  pre* 
mifes  ;  your  friend  £uclid  would  have  been  aihatned  of  it.  <<  An- 
onymous, ^nd  therefore  without  authority  !'*  I  have  noticed  this 
folecifm  before ;  but  as  you  frequently  bring  it  forward,  and,  in- 
deed, your  book  (lands  much  in  need  of  it,  I  will  fubmit  to  your 
confideration  another  obfervation  on  the  fubjeft  :  —  The  book  cal- 
led Fltft'a  is  anonymous;  but  it  is  not  on  that  account  without  au- 
thority. — '  Dotnefday  boc^  is  anonymous,  and  was  written  above 
feven  hundred  years  ago  ;  yet  our  courts  of  law  do  not  hold  it  tp 
be  without  authority;  as  to  the  matters  of  fa6l  related  in  it.  Yes, 
yoq  will  f^y,  but  this  book  has  been  preferved  with  Angular  care 
amongft  the  records  of  the  nation.  Ai}&:  who  told  ybu  that  the 
jews  had  no  records,  or  that  they  did  ftot  j)relci'vi5:*iihen:^  with  fiij-  ' 
gular  care?  Jofephus  fays  the  contrary:  and,  in  the  Bible  itfelf, 
an  appeal  is  made  to  many  books^  which  have  pertihed ;' fuck  a^ 
the  book  of  Jafher,  the  book^pf  Nathan,  of  Abijah,  of  Iddo,  qjT 
Jehu,  of  natural  hiltory  by  Solbmbn,  of  the  a6ls  of  Manafleh,  and 
others  which  might  be  mentioned.  If  any  one,  having  acCcfs  to 
Ihe  journals' of  the  lords  and  commbhs,  to  the  books  of  the  treafury^ 
war-office,  privy  council,  and  other  public  documents,  ibould  at 
this  day  write  an  hiilpry  oiP  the  reigns  of  George  the  fir  it  and  Se- 
cond, and  (hould  pubUui  it  without  his  name,  would  any  man, 
three  or  fptir  }iundreds  Or  thoufands  of  years  hence,  queflion  the 
authority  of  that  book,  when  he  knew  that  the  whole  fi ritifh  nar 
tion  bad  received  it  as  ati  authentic  book,  from  the  time  of  it's  firft 
publication  to  the^e  tjn  whieh  he  lived  i^  This  fiippotition  is  in 
point.  The  booitt  of  the  Old  Teftament  wefe  eompofed  from  ihe 
records  of  the  jewifli  nation,  and  they  have  been  received  as  true 
%y  that  nation,  from  the  time,  in  which  they  were  written  to  the 
frefent  day.  Dodfley^s  Annual  Regifter  is  an  anonymous  book ^ 
we  otoly  knpw  the  name  of  it's  editor;  the  New  Annual  Regifter 
is  an  knon^ymous  book ;  the  Reviews  are  anonymous  books ;  but  do 
we,  or  wiU  our  pofterity,  cfteem  thefe  books  as-of  no  authbrity  ? 
On  ihe  contrary,  tbey  are  admitted  at  prefenr,  and  will  be  received 
in  after  ages,  as  authoritative  records  of  the  eivil,  military^  and 
literary  hiftory  of  England  and  of  £urope.  So  little  foundation  is 
there  for  our  bein^  Hartled  by  your  aifertion,  <«  It  is  anonymous 
and  without  authority.'*  •        .  ^ 

If  1  am  right  in  this  rtafoning,  (and  f  proteft  to  you  |hat  I  do 
not  fee  any  errot  iri  it,)  all  tht  arguments  you  adduce  in  proof  that 
the  book  of  Jofhua  was  not  written  by.Jofliua,  nor  that  of  Samuel 
by  Samuel,  ktt  nothiii|.to  the  purpbfe  tor  which  you  have  brought 
them'  forward :  thefe  books  tmy  be  books  of  authority,  though  all 
you  advance  ^ainft  the  genvmenefs  of  them  Ihould  be  grante^ 
No  article  of  faith  is  iiijured  by  aillowing  that  there  is  no  fiich 

pofitive 
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pojikive  probf^  when  or  by  whom  the  He,  anki  fotpe  other  books  of 
holy  fcripture,  were  written,  as  tp  exclude  all  poffibility  of  doub^ 
•ailcl  cavth  .There  is  rib  ncceflrty,  indeed;  to  alluw  this.  The 
-chronological  and  hiftorical  difficulties,  which  others  before  you 
have  f^roduced,  have  been  anfwered,  and  as  to  the  greatcft  part  of 
theiA,  fo  well  anfwered,  that  I  will  not  wafte  the  reader's  time  by 
"catering  into  a  particular  examination  of  them. 

You  ihake  yourfelf  merry  with  what  you  call  th^  tale  of"  the  fun 
{landing  (lill  upon  anount  Gibeon,  and  the  jnbon  io  the  valley  of 
Ajalon ;  and  you  fay  that  «'  the  flory  detefts  itfelf»  hecaufc  there 
is  not  a  nation  in  the  world  thaf  knows  any  thing  about  it."  Hov 
can  you  expeft  that  there  (hould,  when  there  is  not  a  nation  in 
the  world  whdfe  annals  reac^  this  asra  by  njauy  hundred  years?  It 
'happens,  liowever,  that  yoii  are  probably  miftaken  as  to  the  faft,: 
a  coiifured  tradition  concerning  this  miracle,  and  a  iimilar  one  in 
*thfe  time  of  Ahaz,  when  the  fiin  went, back  ten  degrees,  has  been 
[pr^ferVed  amongft  one  of  the  moii  ancient  nations,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  moft  ancient  hiftorians.  Herodotus,  in  his 
Euterpe,  fpcakirig  ot  the  Egyptian  priefts,  faysi^**  They  told  me 
*"  that  the  fun  nad  four  times  deviated  from  hU  co*irie,  having 
**'  twice  rifcn  where  he  uniformly  goes  down,  atid  twice  gone 
.•'down  where  he  uniformly  rifes.  This  however  had  produced 
**  no  atteratiou  in  the  climate  of  Egypt  ;  the  fruits  of  ttie  earth 
**  arid  the  phenomena  of  the  Nile  h;*d  always  been  the  fame.** 
\Beloe*s  Tranjl.)  The  laft  part  of  this  obfervation  confirms  th^ 
'conjefture,  that  this  account  of  the  Egyptian  priefts  had  a  refct'* 
ence  to  the  two  mir9cles  refpeftijig  the  fun  mentioned  in  fcriptijyrc;: 
for  they  were  not  of  that  kind,  w-hich  could  introduce  any  change 
in  'climates  or  feafons'.  You  would  have  been  contented  to  adm^ 
the  account  of  this  mira£le  as  a  line  piece  of  poetical  imagery}-^ 
you  may  l>ave  fcen  fcone  jewi(h  do«ors,  and  fome  chriiban  cppFir 
mcntators,  who  coqiidcr  it  as  fuch  ;  but  improperly,  iji  my  opinioi]^ 
1  think  it  idle^  at  lea|}:,  if  not  impious,  to  uyd^rtake  |o  explaii^ 
how  tli'e  miracle  was  perforji^ed;  but  one  who  is  not  able  tp  explaia 
the  mode  of  doing  a  thing;;  a/gues  ill  if  he  the|ice  infers  that  th$ 
thing  was  not  done.  We  are  perfeftly. ignorant  h^w  the  fun  was  formj- 
Jpdf  how  the  planets  were  projefted  at  the  creation,  how  they  are 
ftjfH  retained  in  their  oibits'by  the  pbwer  vf  gravity.-,  but  we  admitt 
notvwithftanding,  that  the  "fun  was  formed,  thfit  tjie  pWets.were 
|hen  prpjefled,  luvd  that  tHey  are^iiill  retained  in  tl^eir  orbits.  The 
piachine  of  .the  uniyerfe  isdn  tlie  h-^nd  of  Q09  ;-he.  can  (lop  the 
motion  of  apy  part,^or  of  t^e  whole  of  it,  .^itb  lefs  trouble  and 
iefs  danger  of  ^jMring  ii^^than^you.can  ft^p  your  vfatch.  in  tefti* 
inonyot  tlic  reality  of  the  miracle,  the  author  of  the  feook  tsty^^m 
*•  l^  not  this  written  in  the  book  of  Jaflier?"  — No  aut^orj^in  his 
fenfes  Would  hive  applied,  in  orbot  of  Ki5  veracity,  to  a  boofe 
ivhich  did  not  'C3|iit,'  or  in  atteftaMon  of  a'f?6l  which,  tbouffh  it 
tdid  exiil,  was  not  recorded  in  it ;  we  may  fafcly  thcr^ford  concTudi9» 
tli^t,  at  the 'time  the  book  of  Jofhuawas  writteni  there  w^s  fuc$ 
a  book  as  the  book  0f  Jafhcf,*  and  that  the  mfracle  of  tKe  fun> 
t|andit»g  ftiit  wa$  teCordeti  iii  that  hperk.      ISlut  (fiu  oJaf^ryattgo^ 
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ra  will  fay,  does  ii6t  prove  the  faA  of  tke  ftm'^  htvixig'  ftopd  ftiU  *  - 
hare  not  produced  it  aft  a  proof  :of  that  fa£t  Tbut  it  pieoy^s^h^t  . 
the  author  of  the  book,  of  Jafltua.  believed,  the  fttft,  and  th«kt  the 
people  of  Ifrael  admilted  the  authority  of  the  b^ok  of  Jafber^  An 
appeal  to  a  fabuloua-  book  would  have  beeH  as  fenfdefs  an  infult  * 
upon  their  underftanding,  as  it  would  hav<^  been  Uf«pn:  oMv'Sf  bad  , 
Sapin  appealed  to,  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainment)  i^  a'  piroof  , 
of  the  battle  of  Hailtng^.  .       .^     .1 

I  cannot  attribute  m^ch  weight  to  your  argument  againft  the  ge-  . 

utiinenefs  of  the  book  of  Jofiiua,  from  it's  being  faid  thdt -«- *** Jo* 

iboa  burned  .  Ai^  arid  m^de  it  an  hea|>  for  ei^r,  even  a  defoUtl&n  '* 

umo  this  day.'*     Jolhua  lived  twenty-four  years  after  thb' burrilfiiig " 

of  Ai':  and  if  he  wrote  his  hiftory  i^ the  latter  part  of  his  life, 

what  abfordity  'is  there  in  faying,   Ai*  i^  ftill  in  ruins,    or  Ai  is-ift  i 

ruins  to  this  very  day*?     A  young  man,  wWhad  feto  the  braids " 

of  the  rebels,  \h  forty-live,  -;when  they  were  dtA  ftuck  upon  poles  . 

at  Temple-Bar,  might,  twenty  years  afterwards,  in  actel^tibn  of.* 

&i  .veracity:  in  ipeakittg  of  the  fa^  have  julUy  iajd--r And^t^ey 

are  there  to.  this  vei^  day.      Whoever.  >V9ote.^tbe  gc^pfilb  ofuStX 

Matthew^  it  was  written  not  many  .centarie^  .proba%r  (I.h40tdlt» 

moft  faid  sxrtainly)  not  a.  quarter  of  one^  century  AA^r|i|e.f||ij^hi^;t 

Jefus;  yet  the  author,  fpeaking  of ;  the  jpOtter's  &^  rVrhic^  had^ 

been  purchaTed  by  the  ehicl  pcieils  wi|)i|  the  money  they,  bad  giyi^.j 

Judas  to  betray  his  mafier,  &y3,  that  it  itasthtfref^rp-^KiUcsd  ^«t 

field  of  blood*  anto  this  da^:  wd  in  another  pl^ee  bc;Aiy«ir{t^^^ 

the  ftoty  of  the«body  of  Jcfus  bein|^  ftokn  out  of  the  fepulchcerr 

was  commonly  reptoted  amoi^g  the  jews  miiU  this/ d^y^ ->  \iA(^^} 

m  his  old  age^  had  made  ufe  of  a  fimilar  exprefllon,  whjsn  Jtucpq^ 

the  Ifiraelites  in  mind  of  what  the  Lord  had  dono^tprthej^gyptbnf) 

ia-theHed  Sea,    f^  The  Lord  bath  deftfoy^d  th^m  Knto  tjiiy  d^y«'^ 

(DeuU  xi.  4.)  .  :>  •.«.  ni 

*  In  the  laft  chapter  of  the  book  of  Joihua  it  is  rfsikted«..tha%  ^ 

firaa  a&ttbled  alt  the  tribes  of  IfraeLro  Shecbem  ;  aiiid(th<»flf..»i 

the  preCencjB  of  .the  elders  and  principal  m^n  of  lbfi^;h»tT^ii^^ 

tulated^  in  a  flK>rt'  Jpee^h,  all  that  God  had  done  for  th^Mr.  Aati^ni} 

from  the  calling  of  Abraham  to  that  time,  when  they  were  -k\tlff4f> 

ia  the  iaaid  which  Gjod  had  promifed  to  their  forefatl^ers.  ..  ^, 

fimfliing  his  fpeecb^  he  faid  to  them — *<  Chooie  you  this  day  whpgi;! 

you  will  ferte^  whether  the. gods  which  your  fathers  f^ry^d,  f^i^fti 

veye  on  the  other,  fide  of  the  flood,  .or  the  godsof  thai  Amoraiie%» 

in  whofe  land  ye  dwell:  but  as  for  me.  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ^pnf^. 

the  Lord.    And  thp  peopk  anrwered«and  faidy  Ood  forbid  that  wo^^ 

fiwuld  forfakcithe  LpJio,  to  ferveother  gods«"     JqHiu^  ^rgcd  farter 

ther,  that  God  would  not  fuffer  them  to  worfliip  other  gods  in  fsl-^ 

kiwfliip  with  him ;  they  anfwered,    «<  that  they  wouI4  ierve^the^ 

I«ord/'  .  JoQma  then  (aid  to  them,  '<  Ye  are  witnfefTes  againft  yo«rn 

felvea  that  ye  have  chofen  you  the  Lord  to  fcrve  him.  •/  A od  theyi 

iaid.    We  are  witx^eiTes*"    Here  was.  a  foletnn  covenant. bQt\y^i|, 

j^ua,  on  the  part  of  the  Lord,  and  all*  the  men  ,of  Ifrael,  oi^^ 

ihcir  own  parU  ««-f  The  text  then  fays  —  (<  So  Joihua  made  a^covfri 

'\  Voit-XX,  .Jab«  1^67^  '  '  Jftanl* 
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xi&Htt 'livla{)%tf-poDt>le tli^'t iky^  and fc$0 dieM'a  ftotate andad- ordx«  ^ 
siiti«^'itt'  'SI^Heti),.  ankf   J^^^lifti   muc'thijhi  wtfpdr  int  tke  book  of 
m-LM* '  ofGoii^^     Hdre'  is'  a  proof  of  twb>  things  -i«  fnrfi:,   thati 
thet\e  W^^tieti,  a-  f^vr^ye^s*  after  tbe  death  of.  Mdfesi.  cidfUng  »  • 
t>dbk 'talkd  Tke^  Book-  of  the'^  ILaw  of  God ;:  thb  fame,  widiout  ^ 
d6i>1^,t-whkh'  Mofes"  Had  wnUen,^  and  committed  tO'tke  caftody 
o^  tKegLeVitc^^  tbatiirmiglitbe.keptin  the  ark  of^tbe . covenant  ctf. 
the  Lord,  that  it  might  be  a  witnels  againll  fhesn  *^-  lecokid^f^-  lliat ; 
ToAim'ttih^e-a^  part  fit,  l^eaft  of  hia  own  tea^a^ion^'ia  that  veiy 
D09^,«>a&.  an  adoition  to  it^.  It  is  not  a  prpa^  that  he  wrote  all  his, 
OWHrtfcanfeSipn^  in  ^y.lp^ifik  ;.  b^t  I  f^bp»i|t  ent^rd^f  to  thje.  ju^gir. 
SiMiijt:pf  ev^y  oandid-nmUf. whether  t^s  proof  oJF  ^is  hs^vi^g.^/e^ 
c^ir<t<(d.4  yeiry  materUl^i^fiipni  do«s  not  o^ake  ^  pipbable  Uiat^, 
J^t.  r;0ctM^fd  other  T^fiat^rial.  tpr^nfa^lipol^ ; that  he  wrote  the.cljiief, 
pat^s!Qf  tte;bpok  of.  JoQiifii^^.^and  that  fuch  things  ^  happened  af 7 . 
tor  bia  deatb,:h.av^  been  inf^rted  ia  it  by  ot^era^  .Mix)rder  to  rendex; , 
thohjftoi^;^)Pi€^coKipW^iii  ^.  ft 

*^1^^  boolr-of  Jolhu^,^  chl  ^i.'  a6r  is-  quoted'in  tho  firil  book  of, 
Ki^ly^\dbii^aK)ti.  44.> '«^Ix»his   (Abab's)  das^pdid  Hicitbe  Beth^-^ 
cltesi^bliild  Jfoff^o^:  '.ife'laid^tiieffoundatioa  thei^df  in  Abiraifr  hial 
tfA^bniilji^Md  Aft  up  the  galfts  thereof  inthii'y^un|p9fbfon  Segob^i 
aiie^diil^ie  1^  woT^Of  the  Lord,  .whieh'hr^f^kkw  by  Joftnia^  thcr 
[6»'6l  Ntkti^  ^HVrt  is*  a  (if oof-  that  the  boo^  of  JoCbua  is  oldet '' 
tlIsM  Cito^ft'bbete^  ¥Ang^:i  but4hra«  ia^notalkwhichjnay^reafoii*^ 
zH^^hd  iiJikfke^/li  do>  hot'faiy  ^ved^»  fronifthurquoeatibdfc*--*  It{ 
Ti^wii^i€Ahdfrbm  rtllb'|^h)»te'---'<*'acc<inli0g  tb  the  word  oS  tfaer 
l^m^^^ihush'  i«tf^  fdato'  by  jbfliua  the  foti  of  Ncm"'-^  that*  JoOiu^^ 
yms' 4otin''}^G^  ^M'lMhith  tht  iLord'  had>  Ipokeb^    la  Barud^ 
(Wll^H;  thotagh'^vP  apotry^hfti ttook^  isauthoticyr forthia pui^ofia)^ 
f^ete-is^  fihiilat^'phi-afe  .^^<^  ag  thou  C^eib  by -diyferVaotf  Jddfea 
in  the  day  when  thou  didfl  command  him  to  write  thy  (awtj^  . 

*<1f.lRibk'k^Uc!tyieetl(ai^  tb  li^ake  atiy<^fervattofo'oti>whkt'^yioivAy 
S^i^  M  t4se  'book  of'  JiMtgto';'  but  I  cannCOt  pafs  ohnoliced  youi^ 
ceKlli¥6itffUhe  bobk  of  Ruth,  which^yK^u  call'^-  <^  an  idie  bangjiiag 
flaiy;  fb?^)M/  td«^,  no  body  knowa  by  iKrhom;>  abdi^  a  ihioiliilgr 
cb&ni^y  'giti'  (freepiAjgf^  fiily  to  b^d  to*  her  couHii  Boar;  pretty  ftu^; 
iftleed,?^  y<!m  exfclalm,  <«td  be  called  the  Word  of  GodI" -«^  Lfc 
Jtetlifi'  t6  itit  that  yott  do  hot  perf^ly  compi^hendwihttr  iaiii^kisi:> 
W  At*  ticpfe&mh*'*^'^t  Word  of  God^^-^orthe^divineiaUthorityr 
mVk}i'  fbftpttfrds':  W.1  will  explain  it  to  youfiit  tJitPWoHia  of  Dnr 
liSmy  kte'bifhop  of  CtfrliJie,  and  in  thofe^  of  St»  AafUm*  Mx 
flrfk  qU6eati6h  ia^  fi'om  biihop  Law'a  Tkeory^ofi  Religion,'  a  book» 
ndt  undefei^ing  your  notice.  -—  «<  The  trcio  fd»fc^  theh'  of  the  4!i»u0 
imMoW^y  of  the  books  of  the  Old  TedhilMm)- and  iv4iich  berhapjs 
lA  Enough  to  detiomihate  them  in  genetaV  diviMfy  inffiirtdj  feems' 
to^  this;  ihatas  in- thofe  tiffins' God  bas^  aUf  alotok,  bofide  thein« 
{j^^on,^  or  fupcrintondbncy  of  his  general  proviafenee,' interfered 
Upon  particular  occaftons,'  by  givi'tig^  expreik  eOtiHniifllotia' to  (bm^ 
^erfonls  (thence  caflled  pr^hti^s)  «o  declaM  hta  ^iH  ih  tarious<nian^ 
fi^rs,'a»id  degrees  0^  evidence  aa  btii  fitted  the  ddoafluini' ttmei 
andumtuve  of  th^  fubjed;  and  in  all  othcft  Oi^s^rkft  jchCQfi.iy^qilx 
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imfdtf  ftccoip|iion.(fe^'*fota  hence  feHn^d^ir^rf)  ,hiftb*y  iff  rfh* 

hiiOfeorftiii^oWn  na€<iM  qjfaUfi«M6fei^'W«^Ti[ffidetorai>eh3M)^ 
«b^dkile4bln|p,  ^liAtf^ aH  tlie  accirtti^yf  thfcyi#eytitrf.*^  -j-^'lthtf ^tti^ 

to  whan.  Ae.'Holy  fihoft  icracalfld  Iwl^tHiii^  tv{be!nacBim<^ 

Md  that  thefc  things  arcTo  d^aft4p/ft,f|I}at.ii^9^9B^erw 
buted  to  themfelves  as  contributing  to  the  increafe  of  knowledge, 
and  the  latter  to  God  ^a2di«ig\b)r>tb^lhij^gs  appertaining  to  the 
authority  ef  religion.".—  Wither  this  opinion  be  right  or  wrong, > 
I  do  not  here  inquire ;   it  is  uie^pihTon  of  many  learned  men  an4 
gqQi{Cl(ritiffim'«rkn4»!bl{ryfMt'i9llill  aKh}pticitMlJ|0|MfJ>pt(l9i^^18fli 
Wll  fee4«fo|.  ?cr}»|#g*ihh«pqWi««hia4ian  R<^ 
fee  caufe»io^\i;p^dcfiii^fo^]figi^^ 

will  fee  e^ufe  tp.c<)|iMes  all  the  principaTopject^n^  or  y(»|r^ok 
to  be  abfdiutely  witM^at  /6iihiartionJ  'Retewii'buf  ttie' 'Hi&t6  as 
eotopofed  J^'.ittJ^figlbftliMdfMlUt^biiia^  fiEBne  potnti, 

fallible  men,  (for  I  exclude  all  fallibility '  when  the^  If^ff^^  ^^ 
ddiver  the  Word  of  God,)  and  you  muft  receive  iVi^  S^li'dok  re« 
>8sli^  «fi9)J;pi%dsi  adHif'lpastki  (te  sfvdrdb  wilfcaf  €toiii|  «nlC 
other  pastt^ltr^tetiiitcrtpi^atM  <7flinai^.  niftMy  W(t|^eiiihn«t9i^iJb 
but  iho  a^toiisiiflf  j(;bAaA^^lt'*^il)'i0^tf^is^y)OM  gvr4»rti  tOmi 

ft»uyop,jiMt^liey  dp/o,i  ^m  ^^9p^^^a^mh^^m^^  ^Js^^t^ '^ 

of  themfelves  and  not  of  the  Lord,  that  they  wrote  to  (hf}jbc/jt(^ 


iinbefieyer  in  the  divine  authority  of  the  Bib&j' though  you  £ouli 
admit  human  Wftakes  ated  hotinin  optniqns  to  extft  ih  fbme^'par^ 
i6f  it.  This  1  take  to  be  the  firft  ftep  towards^tUe'rembvaf  df  th|^ 
deiabU^  -^f  wmy  fe^ptical  men ;  an^Vben'the^airecadtraki^Mthub 
iary  tbcgirafieof  *God^  ofliftaag  &*tBMhable<4^i^ftiiM,<^ftd  a^ibuf 
intention,  may  carry  them  on  to  perfe^on.  .'.:."; 

'  •  A«  H6  'Ritth,  you  4o  an1njui<y  «Dher  ifti^aAeK  Sh^  Wis  libt  a 
ilf«^»g*couiit^  ghi,  'ShQ  Had  been  marl^ed  ttttt  yemi  «]d]b^J% 
MtmtyndoW'  wkbqat.c1;ildiito,  &4a«comMniedUtt«timbiufo4^, 
eiBiimang  liotsoifa^sMtlve.cmmtinri  tout  or.ilHii^i4vhkdier)Htiii^ 
MMLber5l1iK«foiisibeibafl!bffeiiffinivefl>by  a;&mii9ct«  The.dt^rb^^ot 
IK  7i9aRC«,.ha9rp>4nyW:«s^t|]$  fi^^fi  froto^b^jiflllnWtv  lo^Azbdb. 
ca:  if,  ten  years  hence,  a  woman  having  loft^j^l  lmg)^p;id|^Dd- tl4r 
j^hil4i»^,  (hou^d  vei^Hrn.t4»,. Fri^iiee  .i^tk.a,da»HSl^'^i^ir»l  yfDuld 

,  ,    £  2      ,  '  .,     .  mid'* 


8^  AicouBtof  f^iLi?  Melancthok. 

fflif.f  1;..' gut  fiie  V  ««pt  flify  Voted  to  her  tourm  Boaz."—  I  do 
wi%  JSnd  it  to  in  the  hifiory — ^as  a  perioiiiaQfilDring  prote£lion» 
&e..lai^  herfelf  dow^  .at  the  foot  o£  an-^ai^e^lMnf man's. b^d,  ^ni 
uie^roC^iip  y/u}i^^^^ch  in^oceocq  ast  (^efhii4  laid.bcr(^lF  dfpiwtu 
$hev^.afi^9rwafd8ii«rrM^.to  B<M9,  and  repHied  b/nall  hejP  n^ij^« 
lKHH>.ff"vmiioiut:iMfiWD ;  and  they  were.  xHoce  Ukely  to^ksow  hci; 
cbMiattrtliKi  you  are;  >  WboeTer^^ari^the bbbk ot  Ruth,  :bear^ 
n^^in  Quad  tte*fi«plkJiy*o(.'anisNrnt  manners,  will  find  it  an  in«^ 
firming  flory  of  a  pobr  ytHibg  WdiAtiii^  fottowingitf  a  ftrat^e  land. 
tte  adviiiie,  and^  kai6BMtMs\f  m^iO^htifAi  to'the b^tuties of 

tktftooAer^f  hei'deccAfed  hufhand. 

,.'  '  '   V  •'  «.••••  -  •       •    :■.■    ' '         •'     .• .   i  •  I  '  '-t  ..      s 


feteneftiH^  LiTTlM  'oP-the  atnfeble  cand  tielebniteA 'Philif 
''  Mb^AnctaO!!.^  1^0^  Vhidi  ttls'  jirefifeed,  The  lAh  of  that 
I'^-RcfbfAer,  eofltpriOng  fdtec '>ccQtrtit  of  the  I^FW-kT-of  the  Re- 
^**Tormtion  :  tdgcther  with'  i'vievr'*oPthe  Oencrar^ofhicy  of 
^^th^fejChriflian  Wdfldj,  with  the  ofppbfition  oceafibtialfjr  inadc  to 
r*,!  tt^/ltc^pjof  Antichrift,  previous  to.  the  Reformation^  .'/ 

-•-  ;rA/,^r  &ir,  .   .^  .   ..,  r   .    .    .,,,    •     ,.   .   j     ;j     .,  .;    ..,  . 

I  Tali  really  teafter  of  .^vf  rife;  iJiatth^aidaiiiab^lettees  of  tihat 
'  great  rand  coOilisrfo^  Phiuf*  fAELKwraoH'^'ttiMild  he  fa 
litil^  known  m  Att  QMMm'  Woi^d,  n^Witbitendiiig-  that  for 
their  mtrinfic  ex^elkft^ce'^  they  tiiay  p^Haps  b^finlced  i^(h  any 
^  ^lidfi^'  of  the 'flioft  nitifidous  Writers  of  either  ancient  or  mo* 

'•  It'^will  doubtWft  he  no  fmall  recdmmendalion  to  many  readersi 
to  fiTjrcfthat  they  were  written  during  that  great  revival,  of  re! fgion^ 
yhic^  it  generally  tertoed  the  ReTormaiion^  by  a  man^  not  only 
l^minentfy  ,iyife  and  ufefid,  .b,iit  6ne  who  was  much  accufiomed  to 
jthe'^9/s:.^a  man  afflicted  with  many  forrows,  ejcpofed  to  great 
^^^^»r^^S'fi'^^  iu^varipuaJ^lMHirs,  aofi  jpetplexed  ifi^i^  many  em- 
Ji^ralTm^Uf  Hiieon£et(tien6e  ofhia  peculiar  fituatioa  ta.tlie  cbur«k 
militant.  .        .      -       j    ./  i..  '    .    .    .  -yu.  . 

s  .  Ji4q)3j9£l}|(E;n  3)9f^KcataiAly.aman»/whp')^ith  pncQBiQion  t^anta 
fi4  gimt  attainnvents..  ^p^iTefled  much  poicertji  ns^  {piiiu.  and  deadi» 
.n/e&  .lOiLthe.wofM^rmtKb  chffifiian.ebartt)^  andtrueheaeroitndes 
iandniirho  wUdiftin^inAied  by  fucfa  meeknefi  of  fpirir  and  amiableb 
ai^ of  deportthenti  at faas made  ht8:m6in#ry  precioos^ to^^echurck 
<ii  Chriil,  and  bis  Mftmple  worthy  of  the  general  imitation  of  the 
;*ferviims  of  our  Lord.  \ 

^'  'A«  bis  ccwnp€Kon$,wftre*very  humcrbus.^nd  bit  correfpondence 

>xtcnflV*^fo-fiis  fetters  were  written  on  a  variety*  oft^ccafions,  under 

difierabt  circumlUnces,  and  addrclled  to  perfons  of  all  denomina« 


^iqvs.  The  fobjcftsiof  bb'l^tevs.tbefefoEeftrd  frequettdy  d 
tha'  they  commonly  rebr.to.tbe  two  g/oeal  .obje£b  wbkh  be  over 
iept  in  view^  tbro'.thf  whole  of  his  life,  .viz,  the.revival  oi  p«ve  reit^ 
giofl,.aad  the  reftoi:aiiQ6  <^  valuable  rkaowtedge.  and  tme  wifdomi 
They  cfenainly  coplata  a  .ffreal  .variety  of  antoffmation^  and  havci 
mufh  of  thaiheayetily  wiwtn  wb»ch  wiU  cvor  be  of  importance  to 
the-Cbriftiao  world*  And'noiwiihftaBdttig  the  greater  part  of  ^hem 
were  writreaji  imder  the  ptefluie  of  importaat  bufiiit(a.and  pM^ 
piexiiig  carest  fi  ploaling/dcigrce  of -aiiiniatioa  and  Chrij|tiiM^.cbear«i 
iulneis  runs  through  them*  The  tbot^hti.affe  frequea%  brigiadl 
and  imcomaion»  ingenuous  and  beauUful,  aXui.  the  ftyle.  is  often 
marked  withqlaffic  elegance.  And  wbi^  it  foppofed  by  all  good 
judges  to  bptbe  chief  exceUen<:e  of  fuchcon^fiuoas^they^aro 
written  with  artlefi  freedom  apd  ingenuous  fimplicity;  the  heart 
of  the  writer  is  laid  ppen  to  the  residec*  withoMt  the  leaft  referve^ 
reftsaint,  or  difguife*  One  Toon  becomes,  intimately  acquainted 
with  Melanfihon.  Wc  M  ourfelyes  iipperceptibly  influeoced.by 
his  hopes  ai^  fears^  we  Qvutt  in  ]^\s,  joys,  and  part^e  of  hia 
forrows,  and  in  one  word,  become  deeply  intereued  iq  ajl  bi$t 
concerns.     •  .....'... 

Having  read  Uiem  lyjitb  mocU  edification  and  delight  myfelf,  K 
foon. entertained  foaa^  thoughts,  ^f  communicating  thera  to  tho 
world,  for  I  judged  they  might  Do(fibly  become  as  ,ufeful  to  othera 
as  they  had  been  to  myfelf.  The  firft  colleflion  of  MelaniUion'a 
letters,  in  two  books,  was  publi(hed  at  Wittember^  jn  Saxony,  by^ 
his  fon.in4aw  Cafpar  Pucer,  a  few  year^  after  his  father's  deaths 
Thefe  were  followed  by  an  ediuoo  of  another  book  at  ^ccirnen  ia 
1J90,  of  which  Pezelius  was  the  editor*  The  fourth  ^qile£lioi^ 
was  prefented  to  the  world  by.  bis  intimate  and  aSe£lignate  friend^ 
Camerarlus,  .at  Leipfick,  and  the  Ia)3;  which  I  have  ffi^t  withg^ 
came  out  of  the  celebrated  ofEce  of  the  Elzevers,  at  Leyden. 
A.  D.  1647.  A  jgeneral  leleflion  will  be  made  from  t^em  all, 
pmicolarly  from  the  .latter,  as  it  contains  various  and  ith^ortant 
information.  They  are  written  in  Latin,  but  whenever  MHanQhon.* 
has  apy  thing  in  the  confidence  of  friendOiip  to  communicate, 
which  reqiiiirea  peculiar  delicacy,  caution  or  fecrecy,  he  frequently 
conceals  nis  meaning  under  claflical  allufions,  or  laconically  ex* 
preffes  himfelf  in  Greek  fentences.  Of  the  tranflatioii  it  may  be 
only  neceflary  to  fajj,  an  attempjt  has  been  mjide  to  prefcnt  the 
Kaoer  with  Mejanfllhon's  real  fentimenis,  at  leaft,  with  per fpicuity 
andfidelity. 

As  he  nad  a 'very  public  pan  to  a£l'in  life,  his  letters  iboufid 
wifh  referenced  to  the  hiftory  of  the  times  in  Which  he  flourilhed, 
shd  to  the' particular  circumftances  of  his  country,  his  friends,'  re- 
lad(ms,  and  family.  On  this  account  it  became  necelTary  that 
fiyttierfatngfliould  be  written  by  way  of  introdu£Hon,  to  throw  light 

'       upon  * 


g9:  AccottitiOfvBttiit  MstAWtroowA 

ti{ioii  'eifciimllanoes.  On  eotffideliflg  iHc  matmr  9XHMvt\y\  k  tf^pJ 
peavedy  for  (feveral  reafoits^  ;to  b«  clic^  bcft  *iii«diod  lo  afiempt  ^  <m<^' 
kaeation^xtf  biff^Ufe.  'Tlim  imfieroeptfUly  fed  to  anolto  thiiw,  ;&• 
bis  RfecoMiprifet  tlie  ii»'>iole^m<>d  of'tbe  j(ef<0Miiaii^^  Hf^riltely. 
lie  'Was  .indedi  'Oiie  of 'the  pfineipal  inifariiiii^to  in  lbo4latf4of 
God,  it  irpf:  ill'  a  nMmMrcoiifimmtfd  t^idti^iiee'the'Ofi^lfnes  <St 
that  matintoflc,  ^K^hidh  I  baveattemplfld^MiA  4a  touch  brevity  w 
pvfliMe^at  kefft  ooiiMtftitwidi thatiiDpoitaii^e'Of 4be  ftAjfA.  And 
ihe^feadtorMay  b^  afford  that  vAatevtgr  is  {idvsii<ied  ia^euitded  ptjL 
ihe  aafh^dkk'tisftimMfias  of  ^h«  abkft  aftd>beft.biftoiriaiM  andljio^ 
mphers/  '7 wo  ehdi  ik  kltfft  majr  4>e  aMfi«ored%yatais4ii4ithod,' 
feft  th«  teader  1f|a^  tefiijr  •refer  it  at  hisflleafure  to'tliefe  dfcum« 
ibmoes,  which  are  oft^n  alluded  to  by  MelanAhOn  in  vtoicnKi 
Mm  of  fafs  letters*  add  may  ^tbiis  ehtak  Cuffie)e«it4idtbrtiiatiod 
ftli  a  few  fnonents:  and  feodhdly^it  will  familiar ue  >t|>Mfi  recdll^c^ 
tion  the  methods  Employed  hy  the  wifdom  and  love  tOf  iSoA 
id  delivei^inr hts^flUfied  ehtsFoh'fi'omthe  dominion  of  Antichrift^ 
and  the  ^deadly,  inllaenoe  of  iU)poiforiousj^rifiei]lles  mkI  dan^roii^ 

fvafiices* -  ,,:..;.    y  ...:.  .-^ 

It  may  appear  myfteripus  to  foroe  from  whence  (uch  etfls-cpdM 
liave  arifen,  and  what  ftoutd'bavegjv^il  birth  to  thefe  cdrrnptions, 
which  brought  on  the  genera)  apofiaoy^  whie^  fpfrib  marry  >gei 
dehiged  the  Chrifftian  World.  rTnis  ift.ind^  «  gwatinyftf^ij,  and 
deferves  to  be  ^arefully  cxarrimed  to  the  bottom^:  for  we  i:an^fcatee 
form  ah  idea  of  the  grcatncfe  xtf  the  deliverance,  ufltfefywc^av^ 
codftdered  the  variety  and  magnitude  df^hefe  ei^ils. from  Whenofc 
We  have  *ecn  delivered.  It  was  iimofllble  to  initcoduce  th^fe 
things  however  into  the  'Life  aff  Meiaii£ihon,  ^  as.it  wofuldliav^ 
greatly  interrupted  the  narrative;  and  the  natural  order  pf  ihinga 
yeqiiired'that  it  (houldb^  prefixed  ^to  the* Life  ^nd  the  Letters. 

*  1  havp  en^es^vouried  to  jHface.thQfe  atvils  ^qd  comipupm  to  their 
fource,  sin4  to  lay  before  the  reader..*  ferjef,  r|)iit;gepeTal  account 
of  thofe  things  from  the  apqftle's :4sfys  tQ.the  ^me^bf  the JRefqrr 
inatiomj  .and  liayc  Ukewife  taken  fpme  .nqtifcpf  ,the  pccafiqnal 
(>ppprition  wUcb  was , made  by  the  faithful  wunf^iTlK. to  thefe  jurei- 
vailing  cpnuplions,  previous  to  that  period,;  and  ,1  bffg  leaye,tQ 
fay,  that  I  have  faithfully xreprcreptedthffctlyngs-Apffi.thp.icftifr 
mqny  ^f  original  writers,  which  have  been  ^ar^fMliy.poz^uHed^ 
>\nioever  th^rjefore  refleSts  a. little  on  thefe  thugs',  w^Il  be  ah|e  ta 
form  fome  judgn^ent  of  the  real  ilate  of  the  Cfarrfl^m  cl^tirfijb 
frpm  .the  apoftle's  davs  tp^  the  RefgrmaUP^  ;T^o,rc*ider's  pwn 
recolleaioh  5i^jr|punjqi  him  with  theilat^  pf  .things,  from  that  t^vi^ 
Ip  the  period  in  wnich  tbe.Uft^lorio,us.jfeyivff/pf  .relkb 
place  in  thefe  Jiingdpms,  and, w£ich  h2^ff|ow.flpu^iihjBd  for/fnpie 
than  half  ft  wntury,  and  is  d^Hy  e;^tcndip^;|^^^  itt|l^ep.(^^^ 
in  Iteland,  and  ihthc'Wcftcm''WorId.'  ^ 

If, 


iW^  bfismjji^i^  that  liiNi'lietn  titAiiipted^  iHe  tfloti^  of  God,  oc 
it]i5:idieffeA^F  bis^  kingdoiiH  fliouMt  in'  aay  Aioafiii>e  <be  pooihoied^ 
I?ihaU  greii%:rcgoicci|  «Bd'ftaUfhikik.aiiy  painti.^  tbat  Ima}^  batf^.. 
ii^afiamlly  been  j^  s^adatttly  paid»> 

.,  .  .    Irein^n».  dear,Sjury.];o^r%  &c.  . 

A  view  Qf  th^  piinolpal  errors  and  .comiptiQnft  \fkiq 
die  general  Apoftdcyri^  the  CbriftW  .Woj:}4  :  in(^u4if^,irpn»49i 
accpyot  of  the  Oppofitipp  .}na40  by  tbe  faitMu}iWitpQQe^.t(h 
the  Rife  and  Progrefsof  the  great.  A^iobrif^  ,.  .  i    ;.'  ;       ^.^  :i 

TR  £:  A^foraiation'^wds  ddubtidk  dne^df. tiler  Mdftimp^ftht 
events^  that  had  tfafcen  place  iirthe  Cbilftiafii  world  for  mow 
than  a^  tiKKifimd  jear^^  atid*  wtleirher'  eonftieteltiti  itiMf  or  iii  i» 
cxAibqubncev;^  defervedly  fonn«  an^illa&rikiti  seiti  iwttte  Mfior^  ofi 
lDaoJtifld:«   ttfe  cometnplatibn  c^  whioh  nliuA  «d(mnitdy    affeft 
tfaehiifuim  mkidiwhh  emoiioiis  of  ftirprife  amt- gt^ifbde);  an  biic^ 
knowsn  not  Whteb  to'adkHire  nibil^.  tiio  wifdonii'  powetsahd  |[ooiltf 
ndii  of  God,  wfiich  wertr  fo  figfkdlly  di^laiyed  otf  the  oni^  Itatid,' 
or  the  rapid  and  forprizing  mantler  m^wtiicb  k^wasidd^lttliplfft^ 
OB  xh»  i)€hw     3«>t  lofornl  a  pfoperrJud'^eAi  ^  the- mat ^lU 
varaacc  w«K>ii^btout6n  thk  oocafion,  in^'behalfioC  tiiecmireb«iBi<v 
Utant,,  ic  U  neceflaty  to  trdcei  the  evi)^  io  itsifowoe^/and  from  thea^ 
to detiaeatertbecon'tiptio^t^  whiclit werft ^jMkiaUy  inti^odilced  iota 
the  Chriftian  world^.  tili  tfae  genei^al.  apoASloj^preyailed^  add  thai 
man  oF  ika-was^a^letigtb  refvealed^  which. bad'  boen  fo^often  poimed 
out  by  the  jprophetio  Spirit ;  i!»»h<^e  ooniiDg^waStf  indeed,!  aft^  tihe 
working,  <H  fatati,.  wit&  all  poWei^.  %ni,,and  wonders,,  and  witjb 
all  the  .decaivaUene&  of  'iitlri){htt!oi»fneftt  in^  than  libat  periAl.  . 

'  It  iMay  f^em  incredibte  m»  thofe,  who  havi^iM  dnly  confidtered 
die  hfiftot^of-  paft  ag«s^  ar  tlie leiliitiony  of  thepropiietft^  Aat th» 
KligtonP  ot  the  bleffed  JfiStiy,  ^biehr  ftrikes<  at  xht  tdot  df  all 
6vH  ;  wHioh^  forbidr  all  utihoiy  tettopeftf  aiiid  onhallowed'  defires  t 
dib  'a^>Mr«d  d^gA  of  whkh  i^  t^  nffpit^the  bf eifts  of  mM  With 
geUttitte  ptoy,  univ^erftY  benefvoleilde,  and  endearing  ebarity; 
ftauM  A^venb^lefs  have  beeif  fo  irii^ly  p^V^rted;  as  tb  beitbiiif 
the  fruitful'  fburce  of-  ^boMiBttble  corruption,  of  bigotry  aild  fisper* 
ftition,  of  intolerance,  oppreflion,  and  crnd'  perretfoiion.t  Tbia 
indeddyii^'.tbe  prof^betie  langtege  of  Sciiiptiire,  •  ia  eaphatidftlly 

^t  tfiiV  &rprife  may  ih  part  lie  I'efltncd,  tbougll  our  grief  and 
ihj^'Ajliiolj  never  can,'  when  we  con Gder,  that  this  injjiiery  had 
gf|£ia11y  1)^fi  utifblditig,  from  age  to  age ;  God  having  by  his 
spirit*  ijiadfe;itlhiwnV6  a  tlie  prpptiets.    Daniel  had 'a 

yWipf  iif,  ia  Isii  captivity:  an(^  it  affllwed  t^^  foiil  of  tlWt  mak 


^  Tbe  OppoCtibn  orthe^rtie  WhaefTeft  agalnft'  Atiticltriff. - 

greatly  belcyved,  and  he  faift  ^ven  exprefi  notice  c^fiAe  rife  and 
progrefs  of  the  great  Anttchr^ian  power.     Thefe  thMk  are  fre^  * 
ifuently  referred;  to;  in ,  Ezckiei,  but  efpecialtjf  in  tbXayfterious  - 
prophecies  of  Zecbariah.    Bot  it  fell  to  the  .tot  of .  th^t  difciple  - 
vhom  Jefus  loved,  and  who  lay  in  the  bofom  of  his  Lord,  to 
publiOi  the  fullejll  Revelation*  of  thefe  fad  events,  and  to  difclofe 
that  myllerY  of  iniquity  which  prevailed  fo  far  as  almoft  to  deflroy 
the  church  in  its  militant  date.     In  him  we  may  trace  the  various 
fcenes  of  fucceffive  conflict,  forrow  and  anguifli^  relief  and  tri-'*  . 
itaiph,  tha\  took  place  from  age  to  age;,  till  thofe  who  had  the 
mark  of  the  Lamb,  were  at  length  finally  vifiorious  over  thofe 
that  had  the  mark  of  the  beaft.  . . 

:  This  is  not  the  place  to  attempt  a  regular  difclofiire  of  the  fcien^s 
of  prophecy  which  would  naturally  prefeot  themfelves  to  our  view 
on  theprefent  occafion,  nor  can  their  certain  accompliihment  be 
iHsre  pomted  out  from  the  authentic  records  of  hifiory ;  the  fsQs 
apre  too  numerous  and  diverfified.    It  muft  fuffice  at  prefait,  to 
ky  before  the  Reader  fucb  a  general  view  of  things  as  may  tnaUe 
bim  to  {pxin  fome  jud^m^nt  of  the  progrefs  of  thofe  errors  and. 
corruptions  which  prevailed  from  age  to  age  in  the  Cbriftiao  church, 
till  the  reign  of  Anticbrift  was  fatally  eftabliflied. 
-  The  purity  of  die  Chriftian  dodrine,  generally  fpeaking,  was 
preferved  in'  the  three  firft  centuries ;  during  which  the  church 
abounded  with  venerable  paftor^  and  &itbful  believers,  who  emiJ 
nently  adorned  their  moft  holy  profeiEon.    The  church  of  Chrift 
indeed  has  commonly  flouriihed  moft  under  the  crofs,  and  it  never 
"wab  more  pure^  or  truly  devoted  to  its  Lord,  than  during  the  pre-* 
valence  of  thofe  bitter  perfecntions  that  fo  frequently  raged  in  thofe 
early  ages*  Corruptions,  however,  both  in  principles  and  pra3ice; 
(egan  to  appear  even  in  the  apofties*  days,  and  the  feeds  of  dbofe 
evils  which  fpringing  up  at  lengthy  brought  on  theg^eral  apoftacy, 
may  be  traced  throughout  the  infpired  writings  ot  the  New  Tefla- 
ment.    They  are- particularly  noticed  in  the  epiflles  to  Su  Paul, 
the  fecond  general  epiflle  of  St.  Peter,  that  of  Jud^,  .^nd  thofe 
written  by  St,  John.    And  livboever. reads  the  epiftles  diref^  by 
the  omnifcient  Son  of  God  to  the  feven  churches  of  Afia,as  pure 
|>erbaps  as  any  then  in  the  world,  will  £nd  fome  of  them  folemnly 
xeproved  and  warned  for  corruptions^  in  thf  ir  do£lrioe,  their  du# 
cipline,  and  their  lives. . 

The  vanity  of  the  human  mind  has  often  betrayed  itfelf  by  at- 
tempting to  be  wife  above  that  which  ia  written,  and  (he  ipirit  of 
error  in  all  ages  has  prompted  fome  men  to  inuoduce  human  no- 
tions and  inventions;  which  they  have  prefuraed  to  fubfiitute  ia 
the  place  of  divine  revelation,  and  thofe  inftitiitions  which  havfe 
been  enjoined  by  thfe  Son  of  God  himfclf.  This  has  been  parti* 
*cularly  the  cafe  with  thofe  who  have  been  fpeiled'by  a  falfe  phi- 
lofophy^     St.  Paul,  with  holy  jealoitfy  and  apofiolic^l  audioi'ity^ 

warm 


keftcfifcttis  Oft  Afc  bziiiktotr  6f  jfeStJS  CHftlSt.  4% 

wants  ih^  jhprch  of  tie  Coloffran*  agaitfft  fcertam  teachers,  who 

wre  atteaming  to  begtiiW  thciti  by  a  volftntiry  fc'omilit)r,.  ^hdf  tb 

irtwotjoce  *tnfe  worfhipping  of  an^ls.     iTHift  coi-tujit^rs  of  thfc 

Chriftiah   feiih  pretended  that  tlie  Soti-ot  Ood  Wite  infinhely  tOb 

{glorious  to  be  approached  in  himfetf,  aiyA  bati^  ctways  att<^iided 

by  Aiiftt  of  angels,  it  tvas  therefore  neteffafy  foreman  to  eifiplbV 

the  iseditdtion  of  thak  miniftrin^  rpiriis.     Tlify  fuppofed  aHb^ 

that  adgBelic  powers  had  great  influence  in  iheaven*      Gratitude 

iBTBifli^  them  ivith  another  pretext  lor  their  *n}iimtary  humilhyi 

ihey  isotifidered  angels  as  guardiauis  and^b^nefafiiors'td  m^nkifl^, 

mi  they  were  the#dore  difpofed  io  rejE^ard  them  with  »  fy perftitkwis 

veneralicmf.     Tbjis  :at  hppgih  by  ^  ffiamefui  proitiiution#.5pigels 

/ometimes  received  the  adoration  only  due  4q  tbe  Lord  of  ^g^\fr 

himfelf.  ;  • , 

l    .  [To  he  iontinued.  j»  ':  »     » 


A  Difeditirfis  with  reSedionson  tbe  Genealo^  of  JcsiiTS  ChuUsti 
a»  retried' by  tlW  EvangeliU:  St.  Luk^,  oh.  iii.  23 — 3^.  ennu 
Gd^r^^'iiV^omt^flidn  with  that  of  St.  Miict&ew,  ch^  L  1 -^  116^ 
Tranflated  from  the  French  of  the  AbbA  Oiraudeaii/'  ^ndl  coA 

.  fidereU]^  ej^Iatgedr  ^  >  .       •   ^ 

.      ...        By  At)AM  CLAFtKE. 

TrtffERE  ate'feveral'  ways  of  reconciling  flje  6etiealogy  9f  t^\^ 
X    LbUD  ai  given  by  Si  Loke,  with  that  of  St.  MatthcWi 
aniortg  which  the  fqllowirfg Taenia  thi?ffto4  fiinjil^  and  eafy.    * 

Scl^atthew  \ii  defcendinA  froni'AtJtahato  to*  Jofeti^i,  th6  fob^ft; 
if  tie  fclelTdd  Virgin,  fcea^s  of  ^^a^,  ptpp'^rJy  facit,  by  wky  ot' 
natural  generation.  Abrak'ant  be^dt  £fadc\  dtid  1/aac  iegat 
Jdedt,  ^6.'  jBtn  8f/Luktf/in«/i^»</rrt^  rtom!rtle'8a\^o^ 
world;  to^  OoU  hinrfclH  Tpeak«  Of  Solii,  ^dtliei^properlyor  iirit 
pr^^rly  fe^h:  on  thfs' act:oiinf'heufes'^n^(riiklec^mvnMfe'il)6dei'Of 
cxfJre&dft,' Which  may  bie  ajfmlliritd  Sorts  titter  jpstti^ivtlft  6f 
¥edtiy  {iich:  '  And  Jifkt^  Aukfi^  hgm  ii^'U^dlmi  tkhty  yiars 
cf  age,  being  as  was  supposed  the  Son  of  Jfofifh^ — ^0/  Btlii 
^^  MgtHm^i'&c.        ;./•   !•  •  :      '» 

Tliat  St.  Luke  does  not  always  fpe^  of  ^n^p¥ifftrly  fudh.  iir 
evidcni  frotn.  the  fitft  aqd.  Iqfft-^erfoo  .tvHichrhc'ni^Bes:^  J(ff«s 
Chrift  w33.Qnly  iht^  }/iipfi9/fidtS(UA  <^f  Jofepb^  M»c4ufe  Jqfepjf  wm 
the  MQ»nd  pf  .Mary  ;  and^  A^^i^  who  ,i^  fa^d  io  b^  they^^ii  0/ 
i5fi4  wasoiily  fucH  6y.yva^*of>:rV^ti9jp."    ]  .- .  /  ^.  ,.. 

After  this  iJbfervation;  it;>is^ntWline<efl^iyrjm  j^ltow^.^atjft  th|f 
Genealogy  defcribed  by  St.  Luke,  there  are  two  fons  improperly 
luch:  i.  e.  two  fons  in  law^  indead  of  two  fons^ 

VjqL  XX.  Jan.  1797.  As 
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4«   ReBc^toBS  on  the  6emialocy  of  JESUS  CHRIST. 

As  the  Hebrews  never  permitted  women  to  enter  into  ibeir  Go» 
nealogies.  whenever  a  family  happened  to  end  with  a  daughter, 
Jnftead  of  naming  her  in  the  Genealogy,  they  mentioned  her  buf* 
t>and  as  the  fon  of  him  who  was  in  reality  but  his  father-in-law. - 

The  two  fons-tn-law,  who  are  to  be  noticed  In  the  £vange]ift 
Si.  Luke,  are,  Jofcph^  the  Ton  ia  law  of  Hdi^  and  SaiatUfl,  the 
,foii-tn-law  of  J^eri.  This  Remark  alone  is  fnfficient  to  remove 
every  difficulty.  Jofepb,  fon  of  Jacob,  according  to  St.  Matt. 
,c\m  i.  16,  was  fon-in  law  of  Heli,  according  to  St.  Lukecb»iii» 
,S3*  And  Salathiel,  fon  of  Jechonias,  according  to  the  former, 
ver.  12,  was  fon-in-Iaw  of  Neri,  according  to  the  latter^  ver.  2j. 

Mary  tlierefore  was  the  Daughter  of  Heli^  fo  called  by  ahbrevi* 
tltton«  tor  Heltachiro,  which  is  the  fame  in  the  Hebrew  with  Jo?m 
chira.  Jofeph,  fon  of  Jacob,  and  Marv,  daughter  of  Hell,  were 
of  the Jame  family;  boih  came  froAi  Zeruhhabet;  Jofeph,  from 
^iW  his  eldefi  fon,  ( Mat.  i.  13, )  and  Mary,  by  Rne/a^  the 
youngeft,  (Luke  iii.  27.) 

By  this  it  appears,  that  both  Jofeph  and  Mary  fprung  (r6ni  tlife 
two  chief  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  David:  from  th<:  regal 
l>ranch,  of  which  Solomon  was  chief,  and  from  tbe  other,  the 
Head  of  which  was  Nathan. 

By  SalathUl^  father  of  ZeruibaM^  and  fun  of  Jukonias^  Jo* 
feph  and  Mary  defcended  from  Sotomony  the  fon  and  heir  of  ua^ 
znd^    and  by  the  wife  of  SalaihUly  mother  of  ZsruUabel  ani 
^awbter  of  Neri^  [Salatkid  was  the  fon-iu-Iaw)  Jofeph  and  Ma.  ; 
ry  defcended  from  Nathan  the  other  foo  of  Davi^d.   Thus  it  ap- 

E^rs,  that    Jcfus  the  Son  of  Mary^  re*united  in  himfelf  all  the 
lood  of   bavidi    in  Coniequence  of  which,  he  was  properly 
and  emphatically  called.    The  fon  of  David. 

St«  Matthew  extends  bis  Genealogy  of  Chrift  only  to  Abraham* 
thro'  whom  the  Fromife  of  the  Mefliab  was  given  to.tjie  Jews: 
But  St.  Luke  extends  thaX  Genealogy  to  Adam,,  to  whom  the 
Promife  was  firft  given,  in  behalf  of  himfetf  and  all  bis  Pofierity  ; 
and  jthis  (ball  be  the  3abje£t  of  the  following  Mediation,  in  which 
Jl  fliall  confider, 

L  JESUS  CHRIST  as  Son  of  Adam,  promtfed  to  tbe  firft 
Man  and  to  allhia  Poieri^* 

II,  j£su«  Chui^t  like  ntitoAoAM,  fubjeEk  t^ the  Sentence 
of  Death  iflued  agaiaft  the  firft  Man  and  All  his  pofterity. 

«  nil.  Jesus  Christ  as  thtS£CONl>  Aoam,  -whoby  hisfa« 
crifice  and  the  influence  of  liis  Spirit,  tremoves  the  evils  vrhicb 
die  firft  Mm  brought  00  bittMf  and  all  Mankind. 


Firft 
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First  Point*  . 

Jijks  Ckrifi  Son  of  Adam,  pn>mjfid  io  the  Jirfi  Man  and  tQ 
"his  Pqftefity.     ^ 

I.  This  Promifi?  was  given  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  every  way 
worthy  of  Cod.  Worthy  of  his  Coodaejs.  It  was  given  from 
the  foundation  of  the  World  to  the  end  that  it  might  he  this  confo* 
iation  of  Adam  and  his  defcendants,  « 

Worthy  of  his  Wifdom*  It  was.  repeated  to  the  principal  an* 
eeftots  of  the  Saviour  of  the  World.  .Amiong  the  children  ol( 
Adam  and  Noah,  Abraham  was  the  firft  to  whom  the  Promi/i 
was  repeated,  and  he  was  cotiftituted  the  Father  of  Bcliemr si 
Afterwards  it  was  aonounced  to  Ifaac^  J^ob^  Tfudah^  Mojes  and 
Davidf :  and  finaQy,  all  the  Prophets  proclaimed  the  fame  glorious 
tmih  to  the  JewUh  People.  And,  ais  the  fulnefs  of  ihextime  direw 
nigh,  the  Promife  was  elucidated  by  the  moft  pointed  defcription 
of  the  Perfon  and  Charafler  of  the  Messiah,  that  all  might 
know  hira  when  he  appeared,  rejoice  in  the  confolation  aflPorded 
to  Ifrael,  and  triumph  in  the  glory  which  Ihould  follow  his  cVu- 
cifixion. 

Finally,  it  was  worthy  the  Greatnejs  of  God.  Tlie.jtccora* 
pliihment  of  it  was  deferred  four  thoufand  years  after  it  .was  firit 
announced,  that  the  faiifa  of  men  might  be  exercifed,  —  that  they 
might  have  time  to  comprehend  that  this  Meffiah  was  fu<;b.a  Gift! 
of  Eternal  Mercy,  and  Infinite  Love,  as  deferved  to  be  long  ex* 

Efied,  and  ardently  prayed  for.     Let  us  adore  and  magnify  tbat 
•D  who  is  the  Father  of  Time,  and  the  Sovereign  DiipoTei  oi 
all  Events ! 

'  a.  This  Promife  was  accomplijhed  with  thfi  ulmofi  fidelity. 
Jeftis  the  Son  or  Mary,  re-united  in  himfejf  all  the  Blpodjof. 
David,  as  has  already  been  (hewn,  and  defcended  from  Adam,  by 
Ae  way  which  unerring  Wifdom  had  prefcribed  in  the  facred 
Writings,  and  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was  impoflible  to  any  hut  him« 
felf.  This  Genealogy  of  Jefus  Chrift,  was^  made  from  the  mpft 
authentic  Records,  and  the  Truth  ol'it  has  been  acknowledged  and 
confiraqied  by  thofe  who  lived  in  that  time,  and  dwelt  in  iho/i 
places  in  which  it  was  firft  publiihedr— Even  the  inoft  inyete- 
rate  enemies  of  the  "Son  of  God,  and  the  moft  bloody  perfecutors 
of  his  difciplcs^have  never  dared  to.  eall  the  Truth  of  it  in  queftiop, 
which  thing  they  would  bave  gladly  done,  could  they  have  fopnd 
the  flightcft  pretence. 

It'k"  On  this  account  that  our  Lord  fo  frequently  ftiles  himfelf 
The  Son  of  Man^  Which  is  the  fame  with  Son  of  Adam,  and 
Hrhicb  appellative  contains  in  itfelf  its'^own  proof.  Sonq/F^^iant 
or  Son  of  Adam,  that  is,  the  Son  promifed  to  Adarii,  Ge^.  iii!  15!- 
who  WIS  the  firfi^  and  the  then  oniy  Man  from  v^hom  Jefus  Chrift 

F  »  defcended 


defcended  by  thofe  generation^  foretold  and  marked  down  in  the 
ficred  Teftimonies,  and  \ihocm  "Evje  fondly  fuppofed  (he  had  re- 
ceived, in  the  binh  ^iiCg^n,  G.en.  tv.  t.  ftnn*  nt  urn  ^^OBpi^^I'J^ave 
fntten  a  Man,  —  the  jfehovak,  \ht  Repairer  of  the  Breach,  the 
^iuifer  of  the  Serpent's  head.  A  Promife  ctf  this  kiod^7wh;ch 
h-jd  aH  the  cafuahies  of  four  thouland  years  to  combat-jvith,  mani^ 
f\?fts  ^h  its  accoinp4i(hn*ent,  the  Pow/sr,  the  poodnefs,  ani  the 
Wifddm  of  God  !•  Reader,  acknowledge  and  adore  thi^  diyiae 
Saviour,  and  devote  thyfelf  unrefervedly  to  his  Service ! 

•"g.     This    Promife   of  7efu$  ChnJ  has  been  rtveakd  i^Q  us  i* 
tkt'pectfliaT  Goointfs  Una  Met iy  ^  God. 
'  The  father  of  ^^ernity,  the  ^on  of  Adam,  and  Sayioar  of  a 
IJpffi  World,  coiKkfcends  to  dweU  among  men  !  In  the  Secret 

of  tiis  unerring  Wifdc^m,  God  had  iparked  out,  by  wbattfcywitku 
/Vo/Jj;,'  in  what  Time,  acid  by  what  Circumjlances,  he  fhould  oOnt) 
ihtotbe^  World.  —The  peculiar  nature  of  our  litu^tion  in  lif^  the 
^ilSTcultJes  of  the  times,  or  the  obfcurity  of  pur  birt^,  «^  niolteie 
<Jf  comparatively  fmall  moment,  ahftrafledly  confi4ered ;  butaie* 
6\  the  utmoft  importaiKe,  95  entering  imp  thofe  dafigns  of  Gad 
Which  refpeft  our  Salvation  :  For  thefe  things,  therefote,  wo 
fliould'be  affeftionately  grateful  to,  that  wijTp  and  ffopd  God,  i^ko 
hat  dekfmined  ike  hounds  of  our  habitations^  a^d ,  tl:^^  panire  pf 
rfiirxrrcfimftafices;  and  who  continues  to  fupeyintend  all  ou^  con^ 
cerns,  iri  -order  to  rentier  them  fubfervient  tq  his  own  Counfel  ui 
Iht  Talv^tio^  of  o«rr  fouls.    But  we  (houWBe  efpeciaUyiTOtefii^ 


.        1       .^'/r.  .  •  ,-- Prophecies 

made  concerning  the  Mej^ah,  bni  alfo  the  fulfilment  pf  thofej 
Wbich  he  WmfeFf  fcas  delivered  relative  to  ibe  eflablifcoMfpr,  ^\^ 
ration;  confUfls  an*  viftories  of  his  ChUrch.  Bleffed  1^  Gq*A  \ 
We  li^»c  in  an  age,  in  which,  encompaffed  with  fpiritual  acjvao* 
teges.  w«  may  ctypy  all  the  Merits  of  our  Redeemer's  Paffion^ 
richly  partake  of  all  the  gifts  which  he  has  given  to  Man,  an^ 
contemplate  the  adniirable  inventions  of  hisXove.  O  how  ^reat 
might  6ur  happinefs  be,  did  we  but  know  how  to  avail  ourklve^ 
of  our  irinumerahje  ptivifeges  f  But  if  all  thefe  tfaiijig^  beco^ie 
fr uit)ef&9  bow  onuiterable  inuft  our  miiejry  |)e  J      . 

Sscoiip  PoiNli* 

ytfus  Ckrijl  like   unto  Adam,  Aitd  fubjeSedio  the  S^nUu^  pfx 
Death,  ijfued  agavi^  ^¥^J^lJ^  ^^,^  ^?d  all  his  i(qfi<ri0f^.t 

A  Sentence  whi^h  has  i)Cj?n.  cx^cqtc^  Qnidtt  wboliaVe  }ire6ed^4 
lis,  ^  whichythortlv  OiillM  c^eoHf  *<»  mrMvn^M  10  wht«)| 

J|efitt-|pbfi||{iii;^ft5U  fn))|pjU«4f  '  r  •    :  j- 


'MteethBf  pmh^  G^igsAXQCY  pf^  JESUS  CHRHT.  || 

1,  This  Sentence  ha$  been  executed  on  all  wbo  have  gone'be^ 
fqre  us.  What  is  become  of  all  the  nations,  the  hiftory  cf  whofl| 
we  have  read,  of  all  the  heroes,  kings,  &c.  whofe  names  have 
been  handed  d<»wn  to  ^,  or  olt  th«  myriads  ivho  were  fheh*  coa* 
fteinporaries  ?  Th^  ^ave  been, — thty  tw^rv, -^-or  thty  died^  is 
aU  that  can  be  TaM  of  them*     WHa(  remains  of  their  works,  their 

EDjeftfl,  tbehrwian^s,  Aeif  ^i6l!0ries-?  AlUhefe  things  wtrt^  thejr 
vi  exi^ed^  and  are  fio  tnaPe ! 
'  fi.  A  iSemence  which  pafles  on  ail  who  are  born  into  the  worlds 
and  which  Ihall  be  (hortly  executed  on  all  who  now  exift.  The 
Fajkion  of  this  w&fld  fqffis  quickly  tLway.  Adam  and  feveral 
others  have  lived  upwaros  of  960*  years,  —  and  all  this  is  pajl. 

The  Incarnation  of  our  Lord,  expelled  fo  many  age?;  has  ^rrw 
Vtfd,  and  is  pafi  nearly  two  thoufand  years.  It  is  thiijs  that  tji^£iid 
of  the  vforld  fi^all  icome,  and  all  its  d^ratios  fiiall  appear  bu(  as  % 
moment.' 

Apd  fluU  our  ixptnoEtal  jTpirits  be  di  {quieted  b^c^Hfe  of  tbo 
^b^wg^  ^  w^icb  the  thin^»  of  this  life  are  neceflfaniy  AilqeQed  ? 
$JtialI  %fe  love  and  cleave  to  this  world,  which  mocks  ^ih^m  wifliee 
aB4  ^rit|fl^  defolatipn  into  *  Qur  fouls  ?  Rather  le^  ui  resili«i  tlm 
Eternity,  on  the  Veig.^  of  which  wc  fiand;  flee  (rpie  inif vity^ 
and  prepare  tp  meet  our  Goo ! 

J*  A  fenteace  w^iicfa  has  been  ei^ecu^  on  Jefus  CkriS*  bint* 
,  Hk  love4  tbp  wprjd,  axA  tbercfoze  h^  would  fatiyfy  the  de* 
if^nds  of  divine  Julltcf »  that  he  vni^l  deliver  Man  fr0«i  ecertu} 
m^.  It  is  only  11^  tbis  Sf^ific^  sre.cfa^  Xee  tb^e  dreadful  imttste  of 
$(^.  '  By  bis  Peatb  be  hath  iiot  oxi|y:p4rcbafed  cteriNil  Life  for 
mankind,  but  be  has  fanSified  deaths  to  his  foilowerSi  haviag  t^ 
moved  the  fting  and  .bjttemefs,  fa  that  that,  tkro^  Jt^r  of  wk%ck 
they  mre  all  their  l^fi-time  fubjeS  (o  Bandage^  is  now  become  fuhif 
fetvicnf  to  their  eternal  interefts,  for  to  then?  is  written,  De^th  is^ 
ypurs^  i..  'Con  lir.  22.  Let  not  therefore  the  Man  of  God  ff^r 
it,  feeing  leAis,  by  pafljog  through  it,  has  made  it  the  porf^b  o£ 
eternal  Life. 

Third  Point, 

Jc^s.  Chzifi  iff  i!k<fi;(ion4  Man^  mko^  hi  his  SittfififKc^  andtht 
uiflucncc  of  his  Spirit,  removes  the  evils  which  the  jirfi.  Mom 
kfougl^  on  himfelfjt  and  entailed  on  a^l  his  pojlerity, 

..  JeOls  thrift  oemovea  Abefe  e:vzb.*  ir  As  the  Conqueror  M 
B^tlv  1^  J&s  the .  AjutW  of  a  newFiliation ;  and  3,  As  Aft 
S^miQ^  of'  ai  aicw^Ltfa 

I,  Strartge*  u  it^niay  fcppcar,  JefirsCbriA,  has,  in  fubmitting  to 

^^^    death,  finally  conquered  it.    As  fon  of  Man,  he  went  down  to 

the  gravel  but  9s  Son  of  Gop,  h$  rofe  9gain  tbe  third  day.    He 
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lias  conquered  death,  not  as  his  enemy,  but  as  the  enemy  of  the 
HuTftan  Race. 

It  cannot  be  faid^  relative  to  this  Second  Adam,  and  his  Qhil-' 
dren,  as  St.  (^ke  /ays  of  the  firft  Adam  and  his  defcendants, 
who  waSf  — •  who  was  :  for,  Jefus  Chrtft  is  the  fame  yefterday^ 
to  dayy  and  for  tvtr^  (Heb.  xiii.  »;)  and  tbofe  wtio  believe 
in  him  (hall  never  die,  (John  xi.  25.}  O  let  as  cleave  to  him^ 
over  whom  death  has  ho  more  power,  who  is  the  Source  of  Being, 
and  through  whom  we  may  live  for  ever  ! 

2.  Jefus  Chrifi  is  the  Author  of  a  new  Filiation,  As  children 
of  Adam  by  natural  generation,  we  partook  of  his  apoftate  na» 
ture,  and  born  in  a  ftate  of  difgrace^  being  alienated  from  the 
Life  of  God,  we  are  deprived  of  thofe  bleffitigs  which  the  bounty 
of  the  Cifeator  had  in  the  beginning  defiined  us.  But  being  rege- 
ner^ed  by  Fauh  in  Jefus  Chrift,  we  are  wa{hed  from^  the  guilt 
of  fin ;  and  purified  by  his  Spirit,  our  ftate  becoipes  infinitely  fupe* 
rior  to  what  it  was  formerljr.  Adopted  into  the  heavenly  Family, 
we  become  children  and  lieirs  of  Goo ;  and  coheirs,  brothers  ancf 
members  of  the  Almighty's  Fellow.  What  felicity !  AH  that 
we  have  loft  in  Adam  we  may  gain  by  ChHft  !  Let  us  reteivlb 
\s\%  abundant  falvation,  and  be  becomingly  grateful  \ 

Q.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  Source  of  a  new  Life  ;  —  A  fupernaturaf 
Lite,  by  the  influence  of  his  grace  :— a  holy  Life,  by  the  implan. 
tation.of  bis  Righteoufnefs :  — >  a  divine  Life,  by  the  communita* 
tion  of  his  Spirit  :<— and  an  immortal  Life,  by  participation  oF 
liis  Merits  in  the  bofom  of  Goi>!  Thus  he  dcftroys' death;  by 
bringing  in  that  Life  and  Immortality  which  he  has  brought  to 
light  by  bis  Gofpel. 

O  God!  by  what  a£b  of  love  can  we  fufficiently  teftify  our 
gratitude  to  thee !  Our  obligations  are  infinite  !  and  thou  art  ex« 
alted  beyond  all  praife!  Let  us  hafie  unto  thee,  and  put  98*  the 
old  man,  with  all  his  errors,  vices,  and  corrupt  defires,  that  we 
may  be  tlothed  with  the  new  Man  from  Heaven  ;  With,  thy  TiutB^ 
Righteoufnefs;  and  Holinefs ! 

How  (hall  we  werthily  praife  thee,  thou  companionate  Saviour* 
w1k>  baft  made  thyfelf  Hit  unto  us^  that  we  might  be  made  like 
mnio  ikee  I  *  - 

Thou  haft  taken  our  human  nature,  that  thou  mighteft  give  us 
thy  Divine  Nature.  Tbou  haft  uken  part  in  our  miferies,  that 
wc  might  rejoice  for  ever,  in  thy  felicity  I  May  we  be  cA^edient  to 
thy  precepts,  imitate  thy  example,  and  at  laft  enter  into  thy  glory^ 
that  w^  may  praife  the  Godboad  to  9II  Eternity  I    Amen« 
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'      LETTER  FROM  Mr.M.  toMrt.  P. 

May.— 1785. 
My  i^9X  Sifier« 

NO  doubt  it  ought  to  be  a  matter  of  rejoicing  to  us» 
when  we  are  really  fenfible  of  our  wants,  and  infirmities ; 
•8  i/ft  may  thereby  have  the  falnefs,  .ftrength,  and  grace  of  Chrift« 
more  abundamly  communicated  to  us,  if  we  are  every  moment 
united  to  Him  by  living  faith,  which  we  have  continual  occafion 
for  the  exercife  of,  as  well  for  ourfelvea  as  othetis, .  It  will  be  m 
great  advantage^for  us  to  be  lb  employed,  as  hereby  we  fliatl  atiaia 
to  ia  more  abundant  intercourie  with  God,  and  a  greater  koowi-v 
ledge  of  the  devices  of  our  common  enemy.  We  (kaU  fee  alio 
bow  Iktle  our  adverfary  can  do»  while  we  abide  fo  near  to  j£SU$« 
who  Waa  a  name  above  every  name,  at  which  all  tn  earth  and  heavea 
are  conftrained  to  bow.  Herein  likewife  we  ifaalL  have  a  better  ao- 
^{uainiance  with-  the  tender  concern  of  the  Redeemer  for  all  who 
are  really  devoted  to  Him.  By  making  his  Name  our  flroagtoweiv 
we  Quit  be  kept  in  perleA  peace  and  fafety. 

As  you  already  prove  that  the  Blood  which  h^  cleanfed,  keeps 
yott  clean,  fo  you  may  be  aflured,  faith  in  the  Redeemer  will  eoa^ 
ble  you  to  obtain  whatever  he  (hews  you  to  be  attainable* 

There  are  heights  and  depths,  and  lengths  and  bi^adths,in  tho 
Ocean  of  his  immenfity  of  Love,  even  in  tkis  ftate,  that  we  have 
but  very  imperfe£l  ideas  of,  and  the  Lord  only  can  reveal  them 
oiito-4is«  This  he  does  in  proportion  as  we  (imply  follow  hin^ 
and  are  givec^  up  to  the  guidance  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  are  at 
perfefi  freedom  from  our  own  fpirits.  When  he  fpeaks  to  us,  as 
he  did  unto  Ifrael,  to  go  forward,  .we  have  much  need  to  obferve 
and  follow  his  Light  and  Direflion,  and  then  he  will  lead  u&  into 
^  Troth. 

You   are  called  to  drink  deeper,  ana  yet  deeper  llill,  into  the 

fulneb  of  God.  •  Every  aflault  of  the  Tempter,  and  difcovery  of 

weakoeft,  is  defigoiad  for  that  enc^,  and  will  anfwer  it,  while  yoii 

ileadily  refift  the  .Ons»  and  fimpiv  bring  the  other,   (without 

{^foning)  to  the  Blood  of  tlie  Covenant. 

My  dear  wife  fays,  when  her  9and,meton  Tuefday,  they  werf 
)ed  to  fpeak  of  beii^  fo  fixed  on  Cod^  as  not  to  be  moved,  how. 
ever  thmga  happened  ur  appeared.  It  then  occurred  to  her  mind« 
that  there  wanted  a  degree  of  this  faith,  when  Ibe  found,herfeIf  fo 
exercifed  op  account  of  a  Letter  not  coming  (as  expefledj  from 
}At.  P^^— ^ :  but  I  truft  that  both  of  yoii  have  fihce  found  moxip 
of  what  it  is  to  have  the  mind  kent  in  perfeft  peace  and  fiayed  up- 
on G<yl ;  your  truft  inore  invariably  fixed  upon  him,  however  un". 
JEa?ottilrtdecircttmft^nces  might fe^mat  the timc^ 

We. 
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We  have  had  a  hriiht^  triiU  idpc^ng  rf^'  tffs^he^  fince  % 
laft  wrote ;  But  blefled  be  the  Lord,  He  enabled  us,  by  the  fpi- 
lit  t$f  (acfrifice,  to  give  up  all  into  his  hands.  This  has  required 
a  continuation  oF  the  fame  work,  namely,  that  of  o^riiig  unto 
Him  our  beakh^  dife,  and  ^aneft'  tViends;  whichis  ilolto  bit  to 
but  hr  coniihoaJIy  looking  ulkto  Hiih,  and,  a^  yw  oMfrye^  a^ 
ing  al)  unprofitable  reafoningi.  k  is^esecoddiflgj;/  mis^^y  ¥f^  i^u  , 
be  employed  in  ihi»  manner,  if  we  would  plea^^^  G€4«  lAouM 
wm  be<  lisTpfifedy  if  you  lind  il  more  ni^edfik  jtH0n  iav4f  to  djo^  thi«% 
wban  y^uT)  Hu^banA  ta  abCent  from  you  £br  a  |lK>ntb,  #  thing  quo^ 
aew  fid  yov;r  onI}r  riiiod^  (bai!  you  liave  vm^i^ M*  ^Qfiog  oi  him 
unto  tlBuLord^  with  y^arlelf ;  tod  He  will  n^  fail  to  ka^p  thai 
^whiefa^  a^  itbmmitted  to  bis  care«  Therefore,  watk;h  t)le  very  firft 
appeatance  o{  etil  reafoiiiQ||^  whereby  you  would  feemf  t<>  |aJc4 
either ^ourfeif»  or  him,  back  into  your  own  h^arfc  or  hand  i  Wbair 
ever  apriearanc^s  or  avgiiu^ents  may  bt  oflertd  a3  seMMiybs  for  h 
Join|r,  Andzif  that  they  <^ome  not  from  him  who  halb  caUipd  ydu  .t# 
Sacrifice  your  aU  unto  him. 

The  moft  experien<ied  Chnflians  hive  but  ]\t1)t  6{  what  tbejf 
iDight  enjoy  from  God^  did  tb^y  HV*e  in  the  full  ^xav^ife  of  tiling 
Jrith.  A9  he  condefcends  to  open  fuch  pirofpe3s  to  your  fpu^ 
give  yourfelf  up  tohis  teachii^,  and  let  Him  kad  you  forwa^ftj^ 
<ilnd  to  yoUg  and  every  one,  who  thus  do  his  Will^  he  will  ^ve 
^  £ar  greater  difcovery  of  every  Truth  which  ia  according  k^ 
l#ocUinela»  I  am  your  afiefHonate  Friend  in  Chriit, 

A.  m; 

Kirkftail^Forgey  November  5,  iySjk 

I  "Was  truly  thankful  for  my  dear  friend's  kirfd  favour.  Y6U  Haft 
been  much  on  my  nilftd  juft  before  1  received  it.  I  wirtifed  ttt 
know  hcJW  Ajdur  retire  toeilt  fuited  you,  artd  What  ffe&'leff6»silic 
Teachfet  6i  mael  was  raftnifling  yoti  in,  &c.  ^ 
1  Vour  tituation  ^cutsjou  off  from  raanyotj^  pleafaht  ftreirnji 
through'  wKicK  you  lia^e  often  received  ihuch'help  ;.  biit  ffiiU  thfc 
Fountaip  flows;  atrd  while  you  continue  thirlting  after  Qod,  Ifc 
^ffrteicH  ybli,  ihjk  fhoi'di/tb rfrmli  Iarg6i-  drirtigMs bPthe  Water 
iQff  Life,  .It  fe  6rfly  tie^ful^td'H^fep  JOu^ey^oW  Jfeftiy,  aft*  hH 
^bd  HalK'i^riidW^i'.  wi!l cabfe  it  firt^eiy  td^lfav*  ihttfftt? bdicflHt 
Jfeatt  tHt^ti^M^ltoy  teredhiini  ^ 

.    i  ^aj[  ,infich:  ftrucjc  witH  a  tweet' view  whioh'  piie  6f  our  fitf^ri 
|who  Uvesi  withiix  the  vail),  wai'$alc;(y. favour e.d* with.    Itv^a'st6 


my  view/'  breams  otTghtWd  lovef     Ah'!''  what'^oty 
|>eaiile4  fromilixn,  and  eater^  into,  ai^  filled  the  fainis  who  fur« 
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tounded  His  Throne  :  Thefe  beams  of  incxprcffible  light  and  love 
^pteoded-  likewife  to  the  faints  on  earth  :  While  they  kept  their 
eye  on  their  Saviour,  .ihey  beheld  and  received  thofe  effulgent 
lays:  But  if  their  attention  and  eye  were .diif erted  to  any  other 
objed,  they  were  infenfible  to  thofe  divine  Streams,  tho'  they 
$ill  flowed  around  them."  She  added,  ."  What  my  mind  t^a 
beheld  of  the  fulnefs  which' flowed  from  our  Lordg  haS  often  re^ 
minded  me  of  thofe  words  in  one  of  our  hymns,     , 

"  Its  flreams  the  whole  creation  react, 

••  'So  plenteous  is  the  ffore, 
"  Enough  for  all,  enough  for  each, 

••  Enough  for  evermore."  ' 

The  Lord  has  lately  been  fhewing  me,  that  lii  oTieYiottceivp, 
the  fulnefs,  of  what!  now  fefel'a  tatte,  rtiore  living  afllvfe  faith,  i»' 
the  one  thing  needful :  Faith  honours  God,  and  he  iii  reiufnho-' 
Hours  faith,  by  inaking  it  the  medium,  thro'  which  the5qul  dan 
receive  from  Him,  or  apprehend  any  thing  that  is  fpirituzd.  I 
often  think  of  an  expfeffibn  of  Mr.  Welfey's  frdm  the'ptilpit^ 
hft  winter,  "  Faith  fhe  fard)  is  the  root,  hope  the  ftalk,  and  We 
thef'fruft.  If  we  had  more  of  what  M^  Fletcher 'calls  "^/^iffj^ 
faithj  we  (hould  have  mgre  \iyely  hopes  and  more  aftive  love." 

Lately  I  have  been  led  to  contemplate  the  glories  of  our  Imnda-^ 
Duel ;  my  foul  has  refted  in  the  bofdm  of'His'fove  ;  and  I  have 
enjoyed  fuch  animating'profpefts  of  what  lies  before  me,  a^^makes 
the  little  I  yet  haj^e  feen  or  known  of  that  love  whichf^p^Silth 
knowledge,  fink  into  a  point. 

The  Lord  ha5  been  calling  me  <to  cultivate  a  fpirit  of  iitv*'^rd 
attention  to  himfelf ;  this  opens  the  door  for  felf-deniat^  faith, 
&c.  and  enables  me  experimentally  to  ahfwer  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant of  your  queries,  namely,  "'What  is  it  that  tpndsjtti  bin- 
der  us  from  keejnng  the  prize  in  view,  and  prefBng  tow9<*d  the 
mark  which  is  fet  belore  us  ?"  With  gracious  fouls,  I  really  think 
too  great  attention  to  fenfible  objefts,  (thoVevenof  a  lawiuifort,)  is 
one  of  the  moft  common  hindrances  *  to  that  faith  whereby  w^  can 
either  difcern  or  move  after  a  fpiritual  mack.  Thefe  objefts. force 
themfelves  upon  our  outward«fenfes  ;  and  in  proportion  as  our  at- 
tention is  taken  up  \vi.th  them,  we  are  drawn  into  euiward  Uiings; 
and  when  we  omit  to  exercife  our  attention  on  thfe  divine  porefence, 
a  degree  of  fpiritual  deadnefs^feuft  be  the  neceffary  efiefik:  confe- 

Sucntly,  the  eve  is  dipa^  and  the  wings  of  the  foul  can.no  longer 
y  toward  the  heavenly  prize  :  Happy,  for  fpch  a  foul,  the  good 
Shepherd  waits  its  return  ;  ,aaid  I  believe  it  may,  if  truly  fincere, 
fink  reproved,  and  rife  encouraged,  in  the  fame  moment.-     . 

But  far  happier  they,  who  live  obeying  the  apoftle's  exhortation  ; 
girding  up  the  Ioin$  of  their  minds,  and  watching  unto  prayer, 
Vol.  XX.  Jan.  1797,  that 
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ttiat  tfierr  believing  pxpfpe6ls  may  be  facb,  as  fltal)  enatde  iheoi  t^ 
hopt  perfcdly  for  the  grace  which  fliall  he  brought  at  the  Reve]|^ 
tioti  OT  Jefus  Chrift.    May  this  happinefi  be  oars. 

Let  m  gatlker  pur  minds  inward,  let  us  hearken  to  ^h^it  the 
Lord  Our  God  will  fay  concerning  t)s;  for  He  will  fpeak  peaucp 
unto  bis  people,  and  to  his  Sainu;  tb4t  they  turn  npt  asuh  t<| 
iWly* 

**  Seldom  in  the  whirlwind  fouod, 
••  Or  where  earthquakes  rock  the  phic^^ 

**  Small  and  (ilent  is  the  foun(^, 
"  The  whi^crs'pf  His  grace.*' 

^  O  that  precious  (ouls  j^oew  more  of  tb^  fwoetn^fs  of  this  bleffed 
inward  fpiritual  jp^th  t  O  that  my  foul  W9S  ^  I^etter  proficient  in 
walking  therein  1 1  want  to  cultivate  a  greater  ac^i^t^nce  with  tI>Q 
wbrld  to  which  I  ^m  now  hafteoing,  and  in  propqnion  ^4  this  19 
eflTeded,  I  (hall  more  properly  a£l  n^y  part  here  ;  faith  in  firong^r 
exercife  will  invigorate  all  my  ppwers,  andtt^e  jpy  of  the  Lgir4 
prove  my  flrength.  May  peace  «^nd  Ipve  £11  your  heart ;  {uraytf 
my  dear  friend,  yours  afieQionately,  |(»  ^^^ 
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The  Immutabiuty  of  QQJ). 

S  the  Eternal  and  Omnifcient  Mind, 


By  laws  not  limited,  nor  bounds  confined  ; 
Is  always  independent,  always  free, 
Hence  fliines  confefs'd  Immntability. 
Change,  whether  the  rpQnIaneous  child  of  will, 
Or  birth  of  force  — *  is  imperfe^ion  ftilK 
Bat  he,  ali-perfeO,  in  himfelf  contains 
PowV  felf«>deriv'd,  and  from  him(^lf  he  reigns ! 
If,  altered  by eonftratnt,  wecouldfuppofe. 
That  God  his  fix'dilability  flioold  lofe ; 
How  ftartles  reafon  as  a  thought  fa  flrange ! 
What  powV  can  force  Omnipotence  to  change  ? 
If  from  his  own  divine  produ£ljive  thought, 
Were  the  yet  ftratiger  alteration  wrought ; 
Could  excellence  kiprerae  new  rays  acquire  ? 
Or  ftrong  perfeflion  raife  its  gh>ries  higher  ? 
Abfurd  I  —  his  high  meridian  brightaefs  glows, 
Never  decreafes,  never  overflows ! 
Knows  no  addition,  yields  to  ho  decay. 
The  blaze  of  incommunicable  day ! 

Below,  through  different  forms  does  matter  iltiige, 
^"^sd  life  fubiifts  from  elemental  change ; 

Liqiudi 
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Xjqmds  coni)enfi«g  AipfiA  tclrmftnal  ^Olib 
£aith  moiuit*  in  fire»  and  6n  diiTolves  in  nir  | 
While  we,  enquirine  pkaoi^^mi  gf  a  day, 
loGonfia^t  m  tbcxiiiaaaws  we  fiirvey } 
With  tbenit.  along  time's  f^pid  current  pafs. 
And  hafie  to  mioglQ  witli  tine  parent  inafii ; 
But  Thou,  Eternal  Lord  of  life  divine  i 
In  youth  itombm)  (halt  for  evpr  ftine ! 
No  change  (ha}l  darken  thy  exalted  napie ; 
From  everlafting  ages  fiiil  tlie  famel 

If  God,  like  mail,  hii  pUfpofe  <:ou|d  rene^f* 
His  laws  coul$i[  v^ryi  9r  hts  plap$  uodp ; 
Defponding  faith  would  droop  its  cheerlefs  wtngi 
Religion  deaden  to  a  lifeleft  itiinff  1 
Where  could  if  e^  ratiflnalt  mpofe  our  inift« 
But  in  a  Pow'r  ioinmtable  as  juft  ?. 
How  judg^  joi  revdatiofi^  force  divine^ 
If  truth  uneifing  gsee  not  the  defign  i  ' 
Where,  as  in  natuse's  Gair  acoording  pla|i» 
MX  fiailes  benevtilent  and  good  to  map, 

Plae*d  in  thb  narroint  deluded  fpoi  below. 
We  darkly  fee  arQund,  and  d^kly  knoiiM 
Religion  lends  tne  falutary  beam^ 
Thatjgoides  our  teafon  thro?  ihd  dubious  deam ; 
Till  founds  the  hour,  when  he  i«4ia  ndea  uie  &i6i 
Shall  bid  the  curtain  of  Onmifdence  rife  i 
Shall  diffipate  the  v^Siz  that  veil  opr  fight, 
And  fliew  his  Gicatiiiesi^«tf  his  wafs^  wtt  figk  f 

Then,  whtd  aftoniihM  nature  ftdi  hs  (kcp 
And  fetter'd  time  ft^  )Mm  hia  lateft  date  f  ' 
When  earth  ihall  in  the  ttiMity  bhise  texptre,- 
Heav'n  melt  with  beafr,  Md  werMa^flblve  in  fire  f 
The  univerfal  fyftem  ihijnk  a^ay. 
And  cealing  9rbs  confeft  tir  Alifilghiy*s  fway ! 
Immortal  He^  amidft  the  wreck  fetu^e. 
Shall  fit  exalted,  permanently  pure ! 
As  in  the  Sacred  Bnfli,  fliatt  ihine  the  faoK^, 
And  from  the  ruin  raife  a  &irer  frame ! 

An   AWAKXNE9  SlNN^lR. 

CONVINq'DojF  Qq.  my  bluflxing  5buJ 
Trembles  beneath  the'  ai^eft  Qf  Goi) ) 
Whofe  voice  bi4s  Sinai's  thundats  loli. 

In  anger  o'er  my  guilty  bead  1 
The  Ikies  their  fable  i;obe«i  ajja^ie^ 
And  only  lightnings  cleave  the  gloom* 

Q  a  ^  Ajpal'd 
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AppalM  With  fear,  and  loft  in  grief,  *    '  * 

H^w  (hall  I  fly  th'  indignant  ftorm  ? 
A  broken  -Law  has  no  relief !  , 

And  heaven,  and  earth,  unite  to  frown  ! 
On  every  fide  I  meet  defpair, 
1*11  try  what  refuge  i$  in  prayer. 

Save  !  fave  !  a  worthlefs  wretch  from  woe^ 

To  ray  relief,  O  Jesus  hafle! 
Stop !    Siop !    the  vengeful  bolt,  and  fliow    ^ 

The  myfiic  fecrets  ot  thy  Grace  ; 
And'bid  lome  rays  of  hope  appear,  '    , 

My  trembling  fleps  to  guide  and  cheer  : 

Lead  me  from  Sinai's  awftil  Mount, 
V  Whe^i'  l^gal t  Juftice  ircigns  alone ; 
To  peaceful  Siort's. verdant  height. 

The  plac^  of  Mercy's  open  Throne : 
There  plead  iny  caufe,  and  fet  me  free,    '  --  i- 
From  guijty'deiipair,  and  mifery.  •  ,  • 

..,      »  -    R.  H.  Southwell, 


The  Brevity  of  Human  Life. 
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WHAT  is  Lifb ?  -*. K Breath ;— .a Dream ;     . »' 
_    ..  A  Bubble,  dn'a  f^id  flr^mi 
A  lurid  Sh^de,  >  wiih  ftcf^rce  a* ray  ;     ;     /  '    . 
A  fhort,  and  fiormgr  i  Winter's  ,Da}!  ^  ;    • ,  \   .  .  «    '. 
A  %tJing)Stac ;. — ft  morning  Fion^HhJ  ^•>.  v. ;. .     .  « 
A  pafling^Cloud;^-^.a|^;autun?ii  Sf^i^sefij.:  ,    r  .'  S 
A  flying  JShuttlej—^;na[y,-r-.a:Sp%Hj..',  1 ; '.-     ;       ..') 
So  fliort  and  frail  the  Life  ^^  M|^^  I   ;  rl  :    [ibid. J 

,       >   .  B-RA  Y  E  H:'  "    •     '    '■-■•- 

OTHou  !  Jrprp  \^5hpm.all  l)Ieffijigf  Ijpring,    . . 
My  God',  myj Saviouif,  and  raj^ ,K|ngl  ^    .  . 
Enrich  my  heart  with. gt^ace  divine, '  t  ..      .  •    !    . 

And  Nature's  ili^bbbrn.a^s  ri^fine  j  .    .  i  ^.  : .^ 

Enlarge  my  faith,  ,n\y  will  reftQiin, 
Charge  home  the  foul-pofluiing  Uavn  ,,  ,^ 
Of  inbred  guilt,  and  let  me  feel    .  "   .     ^. 

That  Thou  alone  hajft  poweVto  heal,  '  '  ) 

O  wondrous  Saviour  !  ".whom  to  know).    .. 
Is  thine  ovtn  HeaVen  btgun  beldw,/  /      •  '' 
Cherifli  the  rifingfpark  within,      '     \  '    . 

And  caft  out  aU  my  ii^bred  fin  ; 
All  idols  in  my  heart  dethrone, 
That  God  may,  aEioN'— ^and  Go©  alpne. 
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S6METIMB  afttv  I  Jiad  ob)aiii8d  the' Peaci^  of  Godv  I  feH 
into  company  with  an  Antinomian)  m\fV^  laboured  hafd  to  in^ 
fiill  his  decrees  iotp  fiy  inifid.  SabHi  it^ikiogt  advantage  of  this» 
ffor  he  loves  to  fifh  m  troi^^lei)  W4teri>)  tended  in^si  (Wejy,  that  my 
faith  was  all  a  del^fiaci)  fay  ico^^^nce  ^ZK^bing  W.prcfumptio<% 
and  my  peace  a'^i^re  4rea9i  s;  jthat  I  was  a  Rq^robat-e!  I  was  bap^ 
pily  delivered  from  i\^ei^  tiei^pti^tH^n^  by^  reading  ^r»  Fletchxr^ 
Cbe£;ks,  and  led  tafe^.tfjefes^fQnablienefi^of  ih^  Aj^  fcheipfs^ 

And  &019  that  day  to  fhe^prefent,  |  hay^  never  do|it>te4  Qf  Chrift'f 
£ncerity  in  aU  his  pat^c^tifc  ^xpoftujati^i  v^iiH.relKllioua  man.  ^  % 
'     '  ...-  ijhjld  of  Adam. 

ly  perjTuaded  that 
:  by  OD^V,  t  I^P"Id  HaVc  Been  the  unfortunate 
wretch ;  for  I  telieve  bfe  h^V^r  faved.*'k 'viler  fiufjer  than  myfelf  I 
The  Lord  alfo  enlightened  .my  iix|deritaiiding.more  abundantly^ 
atfd  gave  mef  to  fee  the  necfeflity  of  entire  fariSification.  I  read^ 
fafted,  and  prayed,*  andufed  all  tbe  means  of  Grace,  in  order  to 
pbtain  this  blemng ;  though,  rVs^  convinced  it  coutd  only  be  re* 
eeived  by  faith.  I'updc^mpod^  that  although  the  work  is  gradual^ 
yet  there  muft  be  a  laft, mo wnt,, wherein  Ga  ceaTes  to  exift  in  the^ 
nuhiah  heart ;  arid  whcQ  graifce  begit)s  to  r^I^  triumphant  over  all  < 
the  powers  of  Body,  fduT,  ?(bd[  fpirlt.  The  more  1  flruggled  to 
6btain  t^is  glorious  privilege,  equally  free  for  the  children  ot 
God,  and  the  *more  I  faw,  and  felt  my  exceeding  fmfulnefs,  and 
total  ittabiUty  to  dS  any  thtegl  'Ncv^r  uti^a  now,  had  I  fully  dif- 
covered  the'depfli  of  InlqnUy  which  lurked  in  ray  fallen  nature." 
1  thoug^  it  impdOible  for  any  tin^,  of  all  the  human  race,  to  be 
more  y\\t  and  fallleh  than  myfelf  i  aiid  To  much  did  I  feel  my  de* 
gravity,  that  I  thdtight  thfe  *Vtl8  thiemfelv6^  could  fcarce(y  be 
itmch  wolrC^; .  For  houTii  together,  have  I  wreftled  with  Gojo  in 
ekriieiF  prayiir  for  the  giftiof  wnaificatio'n.  Oiie  morning,  when 
m  ati  ag6ny  of  prayer,  I  was  enabled  to  believe  unto  full  iaivation* 
1  felt  the  pufe  love  of  Goo  .filling  all  my  foul,  and  captivating  all 
my  thoughts  aiid  defir^s.  "to  the  heft  ot  my  judgment,  I  walked 
in  this  blefled  ftate  for  tnore  than  eighteen  months :  in  Vhich  I 
fbund  neither  angir,  pride,  fear,  nor  any  of  thofe  uneafy  and 
iiifyl  tempers,,  fo  contrary  to  puri*  love,  and  fo  deftruSive  to  the 
Vot  XX;  Feb;  i/g/i  inward 
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inward  kingdom  of  God.  All  was  calm  within;  fmooth  and 
placid  as  the  Tea,  when  not  a  breath  af  wind  difturbs  its  furface. 
I  was  not  exempt  from  temptations  ;-  but  they  bad  no  power  to 
harm  me.  I  was  not  free  from  outward  troubles ;  they  were  at 
this  tii^e  much  gi^ater  than  ever  they  bad  been,  either  before  or 
fince ;  but  they  could  not  touch  my  peacie  of  mind  :  they,  roared 
round  me  like  the  bpiitcrou»  fuig^s  of  the  angry  deep  around  a 
movelefs  rock.  I  was  kept  by  faith,  even  that  iaith  by  which  the 
world  ii  vanquished.  As  far  as  I  had  been  called  to  the  trial.  I 
could  fay,  "  i  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  Jtrengthenine  me !  ** 
But  alas  !  by  reafoning  and  unwatchfulnefs,  I  fell  from  this  para- 
dife !  and  from  that  time  to  the  prefem  I  have  never'  fully  gained 
that  haven  of  fweel  repofev 

From  the  time  I  found  peace  with  God  I  was  confident  that  the 
Lord  had  a  work  for  ttitto  do  in  his  vineyard.  For  two  ye^rs  I 
vefifted  the  ftrong  ibcKnation  which  I  felt  to  publifh  the  riches  of 
redeeming  Love.  Bui  finding  myfelf  unable  to  reprefs  the  defire, 
t  began  to  exhort,  and  foon  after  to^ke  a  text ;  obfervirig  this 
rule,  not  to  go  twice  to  a  place,  Utilefsr  invited  by  the  people.  I 
continued  my  labours* for  fome  yeats,  often  traveling  twenty,  or 
,  twenty-five  miles  on  the  LordVday,  andpreachini;  thr^  dmes. 
•  In  the  y6ar  1786,  I  went  over  into  thi  hundred  of  Wirrilf,  in 
the  County  of  Chefler ;  and  prea(:hed  at  a  place  called  Stbrton^ 
and  repeated  my  vifits  untila  Society'v^as  formed.  /Wirrall  con- 
tains upwards  of  fixty  villages,  with*  one  fmall  Market- Town. 
There  are  neither  Diflenters,  Baptifli^  iior  Quakers ;  and  J  think 
very  few  Catholics,  through  the  whole  country.  The  inhabitants 
pafs  for  Church-folk;  and  they  know  fome  trifle  more  of  the 
Bible  than  of  the  Alcoran ;  biit  I  muft  confefs,  they  are  the  moft 
ignorant  people  I  ever  laboured  among  t  They  chiefly  confift  of 
farmers  and  labourers  ;  with  as  many  mechanics,  as  thefe  two  de« 
fcriptions  of  people  ftand  in  need  of,|  Avarice,  and  drunkennefs, 
are  the  two  demons  that  undifiurb^  maintain  their  fway  over 
this  people.  .^  '\ 

1  found  a  great  defire  to  fpfead  the  Goipel  among  them»  but  thi$ 
feemed  im'pra£licable  while  I  remained  i^  Liverpoot*  And  as  I 
had  no  money  I  did  not  fee  any  probability,  of  maintainiBg  myfelf 
and  family  there*  However  at  length  I  ventured  over,  being 
firmly  perfuaded  my  call  was  from  God ;  and  confequently  he 
would  provide.  Tlie  event  only  can  j^ftify  fuch  a  ^ep.  I^y 
going  wa^  not  the  efie£l  pf  whim,  or  caprice :  'I  bad  made  it  mat^ 
cer  ot  earneft  prayer.  I  remained  there  ergh^  months^  following 
my  bufinefs,  and  preaching  at  all  opportunities ;  when  Mr.  $ampet 
Hammond,  of  Birmingham,  paid  a  vifit  to  Park- Gate.  O.a  riding 
through  the  country  ;  and  beholding  their  deplorable  flate,.  t^e 
entered  into  a  refolution  with  himfelf  to  contribute  fome  money 
towards  the  fupport  of  a  Miffibnary  in  that  place^  I  neither  faw 
him,  nor  heard  any  thing  of  him,  till  after  his  retufn  to  Birmiog-* 

ham. 
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^m.    On  his  way  through  Chcftcr,  he  communicated  his  dcfign 
X)  Mr,  John  Sellers,  of  that  city,  whom  he  deputed  to  procure  a 
perfon  for  tb^t  purpofe.    At  that  time  Mr,  Sellers  and  I  had  no 
intimacy*  but  fome  of  my  friends  making  mention  of  me  to  him,* 
I  was  afterwards  made  choice  of  for  the  MKfionary. 

I  laboured  in  Wirrall  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  preaching  in 
a  great  number  of  places :  fometimcs  abroad,  in  bams,  or  in* 
houfes,  as  Providence  pointed  out  the  way.  Sunday. Schools  were 
alfo  cftabliflied  among  them ;  and  many  of  the  children  made  a 
confiderable  progiefs  in  both  reading  ^nd  writing.  In  the  firft  . 
fifteen  months,  there  were  joined  in  the  fevcral  refpeftive  So- 
cieties  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons :  many  of  whom 
fcemed  in  earncft  for  their  everlafting  falvation ;  fome  could  fet 
to  iheic  feal  that  Chrift  had  power  on  earth  to  forgive  fins ;  and 
•  all  things  feemcd  to  promife  a  copious  harvcft. 

Thofe  who  knew  the  place,  and  who  read  this  account,  will, 
perhaps,  be  ready  to  enquire  into  the  reafons  of  the  vi&ble  ^U 
tcration'  which  afterwards  happened.       As  no  one  had  fo  deep  a 
fliare  in  the  bufinefs  as  myfelt,  fo  no  one  can  be  fo  competent » 
judge  of  the  whole  affair  as  I  am.      I  (hall  therefore  fimply  flate 
my  thoughts  concerning  it.     The  labour  fwelling  upon  my  bands, 
itwasdecmedexpedient  forme  to  have  an  affiflant.    The  perfon 
called  to  this  work,  was  without  my  knowledge ;    the  choice  was 
too  precipitate,  as  the  event  fully  proved.     He  never  underftood 
the  office  of  a  minifterof  JefosChrift.     He  loved  to  hear  news; 
to  retail  fcandal,  to  fow  difcord,  to  tell  lies  *    and  in  Diort,  proved 
one  of  the  moft  mifchievous  creatures  on  earth.   *  Such  charafters 
in  God's  vineyard,  refemble  a  man  carrying  two  boxes,  one  filled 
with  the  Balm  iff  Gileady  2XiA  the  .other  like  Pfln^/^^r^'j,  replete 
with  all  evils,  fo  that  he  kills  more  thati  he  cures,  and  but  too 
often  renders  all  incurable.     Some  few  perfons  are  ftill  ftanding, 
fome  are  gone  to  glory,  and  fome  are  removed  to  Liverpool  and 
other  places^  who  I  truft  will  continue  to  purfue  the  one- thing 
needful :  but  the  far  greater  part  are  fallen  away !         I  am  fully 
perfuaded,  that  the  miflion  fhould  have  been  kept  up  feven  years*; 
changing  the  perfon,  if  need  had  been,  every  two  or  three  years ; 
the  whole  expence^  confidering  whiit  the  people  would  have  con- 
tributed, would  not  have  exceeded  three  hundred  pounds.     A  very 
fmall  fum  for  promoting  the  falvation  of  perhaps  three  hundred 
fouls  I     Who  would  not  give  one  guinea  to  fave  a  foul  from  hell  ? 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  with  fubmiffion  to  my  Brethren  the  Con- 
ference, that  if  they  were  to  expend  a  finall  fum  there  for  a  few 
years,   it  might  anfwer  a  moft  valuable  purppfe.      The    local 
fituation  of  Wirrall,  requires  a  refident  among  them,  in  order  to 
do  them  any  lafting  good.     And  I  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the 
Iqvcrs  of  iouls,  vnp  have  this  world's  goods,  to  take  it  into  con- 
liberation. -r- But  J  |¥puld  obferve,  this  falling  away,  did  not  hap. 
p^n,  during  my  rcfidencc  among  them.         In  the  year  1789,  I 
^  ..Ha  was 
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was  appointed  by  the  Conference  to  labour  in  the  Lejcel^^rCircuifv 
which. then  included  Hinckley,  and  Caftle-Dunnington  Circuits, 
One  evening  as  I  was  preaching  at  Ket'ley-Blt>Dk,  in  the  Salop 
Ctccuit,  two  men^'Whofe  names  llhall  forbear  to  mention*  were 
(ixtremely  rude  on  the  outfide  of  Che  houfe,  and  blafpheroed  hor* 
ridly,  being  in  liquor,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed,  When  I 
returned  to  Ketley  the  month  after*  I  rreceived  the.,  following'  ac- 
count concerning  thefe  men^  AbQUt  eighteen  days  af^r  theif 
outrage  againft  Gao's  people  and  bis  word,  they  went  together 
into  a  Smithy^  near  Ketley-Brook.  As  ithey  entered  the  place,  the 
Smith  was  coming  out,  telUdg  them  fit  the  fame  time,  that  he 
fbould  be  back  in  a  few  minutes.  They  were  no  ^fooner  got  in, 
than  the  roof  of  the  Smithy,  althpugh  a  new  one,  fell  upon  them  : 
prxie  was  killed  dead  upon  ^he  fpot,  and  the  other  died  thr^e  days 
after  of  the  wounds  he  had  received  1  How  awful  the  judgment^  . 
apd  how  fwift ! 

Mrs.  Wafe  of  WcUingion,  and  fome  others,  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing    circumfiantial  ^account.       When  (be  refided  at  B^idgc'tt 
Korth,  we  had  pareaching-  at  a  fmall  diilance  lirom  the  tq:wn  :  a 
neighbouring  gentleman,   (fo  called,)    was  greatly  offended  that 
people  Ihould  have  liberty  of  cfonfcience ;  and  among  many  things 
which  he  made  ufe  .of  to  difturb  them  in  their  worftip,  the  fol- 
lowing was  one.     It  being  the  Summer-feafon,  he  bought  a. bee- 
hive with  its  citizens ;  and  wrapping  it  clofe  up,  hired  a  man  Xq 
carry  it  to  the  MeetWg,  and  to  throw  it  among  the  people  ;   the 
iqan  did  fo,  and  then  retired  with  all  fpeed,  doling  the  aoor  after 
liim.    The  Predch^r  defired  the  people  to  remove  into  the  pai;lor» 
*where  they  peaceably  continued  their  devotion  without  the  leaft 
difturbance  horn  the  poor  bejss,  which  made  the  bell  of  their  way 
through  the  window,  without  flinging  any  one»    The  man  who 
was  hired  to  do  this  bad  work,  that  day  tweIve>montbs  fell  from  a 
faorfe  and  broke  his  neck !     '*  Vengeance  is  mine,  faith  the  Lord, 
^nd  1  will  repay  it,"         When  I  take  a  review  of  my  paft  life, 
and  thegraciou9 dealings  of  the  Lord,    I  fiand  afionifhed  at  his 
.{oodnefs  towards  me  in  a  variety  of  remarkable  inflances ;  fome  of 
which  I  (hail  here  takf  notice  of. 

When  1  was  abom  five  years  of  age,  I  was  left,  one  Sunday, 
while  my  mother  went  to  Church,  to  the^care  of  an  aged  wpman* 
As  fee  fat  hy  the  (ire  (he  fell  afleep ;  I  went  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  climbing  up  fome  fteps  that  led  to  the  top  of  a  ciftern,  which 
being  full  of  water,  I  fell  in,  where  I  rauft  certainly  have  perilhed, 
as  the  ciftern  was  deep,  and  no  neighbours  near,  had  not  an  unfeciL- 
hand  interpoled.  Jutt  at  that  motnent  the  old  woman  dreamed  I 
was  fallen  into  the  ciftern  and  was  drowned ;  and  waking  in  a 
fright,  (he  looked  round  for  nie,  and  then  calling  aloud  for  me, 
but  receiving  no  anfwer,  (he  ruJhed  up,  and  runniqg  to^he  cifta?n* 
found  me  over-head,  and  dragged  me  out  juft  in  time  to  fave  my 
life.        Twice  afterwards  I  IcU  into  deep  waters,  once  out  of  a 

'    tree 
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ITse'itvbtcb  overbung  a  pit;   and  happily  ^fcaped  without  any 
help.  - 

I  have  bad  upyrards  of  ten  Calls  from  horfes.  Once  I  fell  {even 
yards,  and  at  another  tin^e,  nine  yarcis^  upon  the  hard  pavement  i 
but  never  had  one  bone  broken,  pr  one  joint  diflocaied.  Such  has 
been  the  watchful  ci^re  of  *my  heavenly  Parent  over  me  1 

One  Sunday  rooming  I  crpfled  the  river  Merfey,  from  Liver- 
pool to  Wirrall,  in  prder  to  preach  at  Storton,  in  company  with 
James  FanftalU  and  two  women,  whom  we  did  not  know.     The 
boat-man,  C.  Dugdale,  landed  us  on  a  rook,  that  firetches  out  into 
the  river  a  confiderable  way  from  the  Ihore  :    the  extremity  of  the 
rock  is  a>vered  at  haIf*flood,  and  between  that  extreme,  or  crown 
of  the  rock»   and  the  ihore,  the  rock  or  fand  which  forms  th« 
bed,  is  CQnfiderably  lower ;   fo  that  before  the  extremity  is  over- 
flowed, the  rock  is  entirely  furrounded  with  water.     On  this  rock 
be  fet  us  down,  as  we  expefied  we  could  have  made  the  ihore  be- 
fore the  flood  furrounded  us.    But  the  tide  was  then  rufbing  in 
very  faft,  ^md  we  found  ourfelves  imprifoned  by  the  water.     IJug- 
dale  was  gone  round  Bifket-corner,  on  his  way  to  the  Woodfide 
boat-houfe ;  confequently  out  pf  fight ;  nor  could  we  fee  one  boat 
upon  the  river,  nor  any  perfon  along  the  beach,  to  whom  we  might 
make  a  fignal.     Neither  I  nor  my  companion  could  fwim.     The 
women.,w«pt  bitterly.    ,  Death. flared  us  in  the  face.         The  Lord 
fo  ordered  it,  that  a  boat-man;  belonging  to  the  Rock-Boat-Houfe, 
going  to,  fetch  a  cow  from  a  field  that  lay  along  the  ihore ;  the 
cow  r^n  to  the  hedge  next  the  river,  and  he  following  her,  dif* 
covered  us  in  tl^^  fituation.     He  left  the  cow,  and  ran  to  the 
!be^cb,  where  the  l^bats  lay,  and  made  aH  the  hafte  he  could  to 
our  lelief.     Wje  Iwd,  when  he  came  to.  us,  about  feven  yards  in 
circumference  of  the  rock  to  (land  upon  ;    and  in  lefs  than  fifteen 
minutes  we  fbould  have  been  walhed  from  our  Handing,  and   con- 
fequeptly  mu/l  all  Jbave  perilbed  !     Thus  he  redeemed  us  from  the 
jaws  of  death,  and  from  a  watery  tomb. 

From  the  firft  of  my  uniting  wivh  the  Methodifls  I  have  never 
feen  caule.  to  repent ;  or  to  change  my  principles  in  matters  of  re* 
Jigion.  The  Metbodift  Church  is  my  mother,  her  Minifters  arc 
.my  faxbers,  and  gratitude,  nay  even  common  honefly,  binds  me 
to  them.  She  then  is  entitled  tp  all  my  talents,  to  all  my  labours 
in  qvery  department,  and  it  is  her  welfare  and  profperity  I  ardently 
wifh.  But  I  would  not  wifli  to  have  it  imagined,  that  I  am 

blindly  attached  to  the  Methodifls.  More  than  ten  years  ago, 
when  re^iiig  Ecclefiaftical  hi(lory«  (inding  fo  formidable  a  body 
of .  QalvinUJs  in  Hollapd,  France^  and  Kn^iand,  I  began  to  ex- 
amine the  caufe..  I  have  fince  read  all  their  writings  that  I  could 
meet.with,  either  in  Englifli,  F.rench,  or  Latin,  in  order  to  gain  a 
complete  knowledge  ot  their  arguments;  thefe  1  weighed  with 
Goodwin,  Whitby,  .Liinborch,  Fletcher,  and  others,  and  I  am 
fu|lv  perfuaded^  that  the  Arniinian  doflrines,  fo  called,  as  taught 
by  tne  At^^hodifts,  are  according  to  the  Scriptures, 
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Some  years  ajgo,  I  met  with  Dr.  Taylor's  and  other  of  the  So»* 
cinian  writings  m  favour  of  their  fchcme :  I  fet  myfelf  to  ex- 
amine the  New  Tcftament,  in  upwards  of  ten.  different  tran- 
flations,  and  the  original,  by  the  help  of  a  Lexicon  ;  and  after 
due  examination,  I  do  not  fee  how  the  Bible  can  be  received  as  a 
divine  Revelation  from  God,  if  the  Doftrine  of  a  Trinity,  ther 
Godhead  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  grand  atonement,  be  rejeftcd. 
And  it  by  no  means  mends  the  matter  to  fay.  That  the  texts  which 
fjavour  the  do3rines  in  quefiion,  are  corruptions;  interpolations,  &c« 
Such  infinuations  go  to  fet  afide  the  whole.  For  by  the  fame  ar- 
gument, that  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  compeers,  can  prove  any  one 
'  text  to  be  fpurious,  we  may  prove  the  whole  to  be  io.  The  doc- 
trines in  queftion  are  not  founded  upon  two  or  three  texts,  but 
are  fupported  by  all  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament*  It  is  furr 
'ther  to  be  remarked,  that  in  all  the  tranflations,  and  in  all  the  va- 
rious readings,  collefled  from  upwards  of  one  hundred-  manu- 
fcripts,  ancient  verfions,  &c.  nothing  is  found  that  can  materially 
alter  the  fenfe  of  any  one  paflage  of  holy  Writ.  It  is  fomething 
extraordinary,  that  a  book  which  has  been  in  exifience  more  than 
1700  years,  has  been  difperfed  ovi^r  the  whole  globe,  has  been 
tranflated  into  all  languages,  has  palled  through  the  hands  of  many 
thoufands  of  copyers,  and  has  fufiained  the  repeated  attacks  of  its 
mod  bitter  enemies ;  yet,  like  its  Author,  fits  on  the  firm  throne 
of  bright  Truth  unmoved  by  all. 

Revelation  ftands  like  a  ftately  piece  of  architeflure,  raifed  by 
divine  ficill,  and  fupported  by  majeftic  rows  of  pillars  formed  of 
gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones.  But  if  Dr.  Pricillcy  attempts  to 
remove  thefe  heaven-formed  columns,  and  to  fupply  their  places 
with  wood,  of  his  own  conflru3ion,  and*  metamorphofes  the 
building  into  one*  of  hay  and  ftubble,  it  will  no  longer  be  the 
Gcfpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  of  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  friends,  whofe 
end  is  to  be  burned,  and  its  authors  will  not  meet  with  that  recom- 
pence  which  they  expeft. 

Notwithftanding  the  divinity  of  the  Scriptures,  it  is  truly  awful 
to  fee  the  fpread  of  deifm,  not  only  among  the  higher  ranks  of 
men,  but  even  the  lower  orders  begin  to  be  infefted.  The  maxim 
of  St.  Jerome  is  undofibtedly  true,  and  will  continue  fo  :  "  No 
man  dijfbelieves  the  Bible^  until  he  finds  it  his  intcrejl  to  do  fo  I  ** 
I  have  read  Voltaire,  Roulfeau,  and  others  of  the  fame  ftamp ; 
but  have  always  been  difappointed.  I  expe3ed  to  have  found 
them  replete  with  ftrong  arguments,  and  fomething  like  a  foun- 
dation to  build  upon  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  deftroy  all,  and 
give  us  nothing  in  return.  In  a  flowing  ftyle,  fraught  with  wit, 
and  often  of  the  loweft  kind,  and  much  felf  confequence,  they 
ridicule  the  Bible  and  all  religion  founded  thereon  :  Though  they 
admit  the  Being  of  God,  yet  th*ey  difcharge  man  from  all  his 
moral  and  divine  obligations.    With  them  reaion  is  alh  ' 
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What  would  the  old  experienced  mariner  think  of  a  modem 
philorophil^y  warm  from  the  fchool  of  Voltaire,  Roufleau,  or  Tho. 
raine,  who  (hould  roundly  aflert,  that, the  Quadrant  was  ufelers. 
the  compafs  a  mere  human  invention,  and  tbe  fcience  of  Tri^o- 
nometiy  very  falfe  and  felf  contradiQory ;  and  that  Navigatioa 
never  did,  and  never  could  receive  any  help  from  fuch  things. 
Would  he  not  demand  a  fubftitute  for  them,  "  If  you,  fays  the 
mariner,  remove  thefe  things  which  have  been  proved  true  for  a 
great  number  of  years,  by  thoufands  of  fea-men  of  all  nations^ 
and  which   never  yet  failed,  but  through  the  ignorance,  or  inca- 

?acity  of  the  Pilot;  —  we  {hall  expefl:  an  approved  fubftitute/' 
"he  Deift  returns  for  anfwer,  "  Reafon  is  all !  By  reafon  only 
you  may  find  yoiir  way  acrofs  the  tratklefs  ocean ;  by  reafon,  un- 
affifted  by  either  inftruments  or  fcience,  you  may  find  your  bearing 
and  diftance  any  moment  from  any /given  place:  Launch  boldly 
therefore  into  the  deep,  amid  ftornfis  and  ten!ipefts,  and  truft  foleiy 
to  unaffifted  region,  flie  is   all-fufficient."  Would   not  the 

mariner  laugh  fuch  a  philofopher  ta  Jcora  7  And  would  hot  every 
paptaih  choofe  to  trufl:  to  the  approved  means  of  failing,  rather 
than  to  the  dreams  of  the  Deift  r  It  would  be  of  no  ule  for  the 
philofopbift  to. tell  the  mariner,  diat  the  different  writers  on  the 
fcience  of  Navigation  differed  in  a  variety  of  particulars,  that 
their  inftruments  were  not  all  of  one  fize,  fliape,  &c.  that  their 
points  of  longitude  differed  widely ;.  and  that  they  .did  not  keep 
their  reckonings  exa&ly  alike*  What  of  that  i  The  grand  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  art  is  founded  are  the  fame. 

And  fhall  the  Deift  perfuade  us,  that  we  can  find  our  way  thro* 
>  the  ocean  of  time,  furrounded  with  darknefs  and  dangers,  to  the 
bright  port  of  eternal  Glory,  by  the  rnere  direSion  of  reafon,  and 
without  a  divine  Revelation  from  God  7  Without  this  Revelation, 
hoW  (hall  we  find  our  bearing  and  diftance  from  the  harbour  of  fin 
and  deftruQion ;  to  the  pacific  fiiores  df  heaven  ?  To  fpeak 
without  a  figure,  how  fiiall  a  poor  worm,  who  yefterday  bad  no 
exiftence,  and  gropes  about  to-day,  tO'-morrow  drops  into  the 
grave,  to  furnifli  out  a  leaft  for  his  brother  worms ;  placed  on  (bt^ 
narrow  neck  of  land,  a  moment's  fpace,. between  two  bpuindlefs 
eternities,  the  one  of  damDation,  the  other  of  falvation.  I  de- 
mand, bow  fliail  he  know  whether  he  is  an  heir  of  glory,  or  a  loft 
finner  7  When  trembling  with  age  and  pain,  on  the  gloomy  margin 
of  the  tomb,  and  the  far  more  terrible  beach  of  a  dreadful  eternity, 
the  ground  crumbles  from  beneath  his  feeble  feet,  ftung  with  re- 
morfe  for  paft  fins,  and  held  in  dread  fufpenfe  concerning  his 
future  fate !  Who  ftiall  adminifter  comfort,  or  give  the  bright 
cordial  of  an  hope  full  of  immortality?  The  whole  hiftory  of 
Deifm  gives  us  not  one  inftance  of  any  of  its  fons  launching  into 
the  unknown  world  in  the  full  triumph  of  faith  and  hope  !  But 
thoufands  of  the  fons  and  daughters  of  Revelation,  the  childreri 
of  light,  true  chriftians,  have  even  in  the  jaws  of  death,  jdined 
chorus  with  one  of. its  fif ft  champions,  crying  out  in  exutic  rap. 
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tirres,  "  0  Deatk\  vskere  tJr  ^y  Jirig  f  ^  0  Qn^e\  wlkreis  thy  vie* 

i'ory  ?     I (k fire  to  depart  and  to'h  mth  'Ckrifl :   We  knuio  that  if 

the  earthly  houfe  of  this  iahernadetbtre  J^dhed^  we  have  an  houjt 

not  madtwith  hands\  eternal  in  the  htavens** 

Such  is  the  confidence  of  the  true  Believer  i  we  can  fay  with 
aiffurance,  that  we  have  not  followed  a  cunningly  deviTed  fable, 
biit  the  word  of  eternal  Truth.  On  the*  other  hand,  the  Deift  is  all 
uncertainty,  dread  and  doiibt.  Like  a  man  who  having  a  ftrong 
bandage  over  his  eyes,  is  conduQed  by  a  Mute,  to  the  brink  of  a 
precipice;  where  Jbe  flands  for  a  xnomeht,  befbre  he  is  pulhed 
down  :  \it  perceives  his  fate,  but  does  not-  know  whether  it  be  pn^ 
thoiifand  yards  to  the  bottom,  of  but  one  !'  Nor  whether  he  ftall 
fair  bn  the'hard  rock,  into  the  water,  or  on  the  foft  grafs:  nor 
whether  he  (hall  furvive  hi&  fall,  6v  be  da(hed  to  pieces  ! 
•*  .Who  can  refqlve  the  doubt, 
"  Which  tears  his  anxious  breaft  ?  *' 
Since  the  Fall  o^  Man,  bd  human  reafon  canrrefohne  this  <toti%& 
Nt>  man  by  feai^ching  caii  find  Tiist  the  Almighty.  *  Sh0uld,HV^6h^ 
ceal  himfelf,  aifid  withdraw  the  H(^t  of  his  countenance,  what' cad 
the  proud  helpers,  the  Deiftrc  Phrlofovhifts  do7  Alas!  they 
wonld  be  wife,  t!iough  born  as  the  wild  afir's  coh  I  The  Spirit, 
and  the  Word  of  God,  can  refdve  this  doobt;  Death  conduCli 
the  Chrifiian  to  the  blink  of  the  grat^e  zni  of  a  dread  ^ernity ; 
but  the  bandage  is  taken  from  his  eyes*  By  the  tigiir  of  faith  ht 
fees  the  bottom,  and  that  angels  are  ready  to*  break  the  (hock  of 
his  fall !  That  he  is  only  leaping  into  the  tomb  of  his  Redceoler  I 
from  whence,  like  him,  he  fhail  certainly  ariie,  and  fiiare  the  . 
bright  crown  of  immortality* 

Bot  eveti  admitting  the  leafons  of  the  Oeift  in  the  foHeft  feiire 
he  wrfhes  us ;  alk)wing  at)  that  Tom  Paine  has  faid^  hi' his  Age  of 
Reafirt^  to  be  true  :  What  (kali  be  our  gain,  and  whstt  advantages 
cafti  ibefe  Philofophifts  boaft,-  wbirh  We  are  not  already  pbffeff^ 
of?  -  Is  the  Deift  more  happy  in  life,  or  more  tiailquil  m  death, 
Chan  the  Cfariflian  ?  We  can  prove  the  KVerfe  by  idore  than  xttt 
thoufand  to  one,  were  we  to  examine  the  e^idc^d^.  And  if  w* 
wi&re  to  allow  that  there  1s^  neither  heaven  nor  h«11y  as  Rewards  and 
puntthments;  what  do  we<  lofe  which  they  dd^  iftot- P  But  cm  th6 
other  hand,  if  there  Aould  be  a  Retribution,  e6/lidu6led  ofl  fM 
principles  of  Revelation,  we  ihali  be  everlafting  gaini^rs;  Bui 
alas,  for.tbefe  fcoiiers  I  th^fe  fons  of  idotized  reafon^  rt^  awaiti 
them !  . 

Eternity's  inexorable  chain 

Fall  binds,  anct vengeance  claims  the  fixW  arrdaf. 

I  hojpe  the  reader  will  pafrdon  me  for  dwilfln^  fo  long  on  \hh 
laft  article.  I  fear  he  will  fee  a  rietd  of  ever^  hdp  againft  in- 
fidelity. Let  u$  put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God;  So  praysi 
thine  in  ChuisT  JtstTSt  •'       MrtES  MAkr^DAL^. 
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III.  TNT  the  third  place,  we  haVe  to  cortfider.  What  ktnJ  of 

A  Darknefe  thofe  perforu  ttiay  walk  in,  who  fear  the  UoRD, 

and  obey  his  fervant.  .  '. 

'  With  regard  to  fuch  as  ar^  orily  feekirig  redemptten  thrdngh  thd 
blood  of  Christ,  they  walk  in  tliat  darknefs  Which  ftand*  iii  di*^ 
reft  oppofition  tethe  light  of  God's  countenance.  For  althouj^h' 
their  minds  are  fn  a  meafure  enlightened,  )'tt  it  is  only  to  a  figbe 
and  fenfe  ©f  their  fin  and  danger,  of  their  want  of  Chrift,  ^nA 
the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  gracd.  They  ate  confcioiis  of  guilf 
and  condemnation,  and  confequently  Walk  unddr  a  fenfe  of  the 
difpleafure  of 'God.  They  walk  in  darknefs^  that,  is,  in  deep 
diftrefs,  in  bitternefs  of  foul,  in  great  heavinefs  ;,  fenfibly  feeling 
the  truth  of  thofe  words,  '*  It  is  an  evil  thing  and  bitter,  thit  thou 
frafl  finned  againll  the  Lord  thy  God." 

I  do  not  fay  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  thateVef^  fintiet? 
Ihould  feel  the  fame  degree  of  forrow  for  fin;  dr  have  the  fame 
painful  conviftions,  before  he  comes  to  Chrift  for  life  and  fal- 
vation  :  ^here  is  a  great  variety  in  the  dealings  of  God  with  par* 
ficufar  perfons,  and  all  are  not  affefted  in  the  fame  way;  nor  in 
the  fame  degree,  with  a  difcovdiy  of  their  paft  fln.  The-  Lord^ 
whb  is  infinitely  wife  in  all  his  ways,  attd  perfeftly  acquainted 
with  the  different  tempers  and  difpofitions  of  his  creatures,  \i  gra* 
cioufly  pleafed  to  deal  very  gently  with  fome  finners,  fweetly 
drawing  them  to  himfelf  with  the  cords  of  love.  Yet  every  one^ 
without. exception,  muft  be  awakened,  and  feel  himfelf  a  loft  and 
ruined  finner,  and  therefore  muft  experience  a  degree  of  this  dark* 
iiefs,  before  he  will  come  to  Chrift,  David,  When  in  this  fituation^ 
••  Roared  for  the  difquietrtefs  of  his  foul."  Ephraim,  ••  Bemoswied 
himfelf,  was  afliamed^  yea,  even  confounded,  when  called  to  bear 
ihe  reproach  of  bis  youth/*  King  Heatckiah,  *'  Chattered  libcJ 
a  crane,  or  a  fwallow,"  becaufe  of  the  extreme  diftrefs  of  his 
mind.  And  for  the  fame  reafon,  St.  Paul  hinifelf  was  three  day* 
and  three  nights,  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink. 

&ut  ai'  the  Lord  is  graciouOy  pleafed  to  take  different  thethods  . 
^ith  particular  perfoos,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  tak^  notice  of  this^ 
left  any  ftiould  be  tempted  to  think,  ^hat  they  are  not  right,  be-^ 
caufc  they  were  not  brought  to  God  in  the  fame  way  as  others^ 
whom  they  have  heard  of*  Some  penitents,  from  the  beginning 
of  their  conviftions,  are  favoured  with  clear  views  of  the  mercy 
ahdtoVeof  G<H>  in  Chrift;  of  the  rich  provifion  which  he  has 
made  for  the  fajvation  of  a  loft  world;  and  of  his  willi^gnefs^* 
to  fave  all  who  come  unto  him*  They  feel  the  drawing  iaflu^c;i?$ 
o(  the  Holy  Spirit ;  are  greatly  comforted,  and  encouraged  by  the 
divine  promtfes ;  and,  never  pafs  through  thofe  d^p  waters  ot  foi;^ 
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tow,  which  many  do*.  ;  As  the  Prophet  |||paks,  they  are  enaMeA 
to  hope,  and  quietly  vrait  for  the  falvation  of  God  ;  being  truly 
fenfible  of  their  want  df  it«  and  earneftly  longing  for  the  heavenly 
fileffing.  The  Lord  will  not  deceive  aor  difappoint  thenr :  but  aci. 
cording  to  his  never-{ailing  pronjife,  he  will  nianifeft  hirarelf,  and 
j^ardon  all  their  ini^ity,  tranfgreffion  and  fln. 

There  are  others,  who  being  powerfully  awakened,  are  made 
moil  painfully  to  feel,  all  the  dreadful  load  of  guilt,  which  liea 
^pon  their  confcience ;  and  they  clearly  fee  the  depravity  which 
has  polluted  their  whole  foul.  They  well  know  the  truth  of  that 
word  of  the  Apoftic:  *•/  am  carnal^Jotd  under  Jin^  ^nA  arc, 
]^erhaps,  as  much  2ifie£led  with  the  confideration  of  it  as  he.was^ 
when  he  cried  out  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  **  0  wttichtd  num 
that  I  am  !  wkajhall  dtUvtr  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  f'^^ 
Yet,  alas !  thefe  cannot  weep  at .  the  feet  of  Jefus,  as  many  do  ^ 
and  what  exceedingly  increafes  their  diftrefs,  they  are  obliged  U>* 
bear  the  heavy  cm  ft  of  a»  obdurate  heart*  They  may  be  laid  -^ 
tp  walk 

**  In  Darknefs  fuch  as  DeviFs  feel; 

♦*  Iffuing  from  the  Pit  of  Hell." 

How  natural  it  is  for  fuch  to  cry  out,  "  O I  did  my  heart  but  mehi 
•'and  could  I  but  weep  like  others,  I  fliould  account  myfelf  happy  ;u 
*;  But  lam  more  brutifh  then  any  man  ;  I  am  even  ss  a  beaft  be*, 
**  fore  the  Lord.  I  fit  under  the  moft  awakening  drfcourfes  un^ 
•;  moved  ;  neither  the  tbreatenings  of  God  alarm  rac,  nprdo  hiSy 
**  promife^  allure  me.  I  mourn;  becaufe  I  cannot  mourn ;.  and  % 
••  grieve,  becaufe  I  canruH  grieve.  The  heavens  are  as  brafs  t«\ . 
"  my  formal  prayers*  The  Lord  is  at  an  infinite  difftance  frpm  me^ 
••and  ret'ufes  to  anfwer  my  cry.  0.xhat  I  knew  where  I  mighty 
*'  find  hrm  !  that  I  might  come  even  to  his  feat  f  I  would  order, 
"my  caufe  before  him,  and  fill  my  mouth  with  arguments.  I» 
•*-  would  know  the  words  which  he  would  anfwer  me  :  and  under- 
•*  ftand  what  he  would  fay  unto  me.  WiH  he  plead  againft  me* 
**  with  his  great  power  ?  No,  but  he  wouM  put  ftrength  into  me* 
*\  Behold  i  go  forward,  but  he  is  not  there  ;  and  backward,  but  I 
"  cannot  perceive  him ;  On  the  left  hand,  where  he  doth  work^ 
••  but  1  cannot  behold  him  :  He  hideth  himfelf  on  the  right  haluL 
^*  that  I  cannot  fee  him,"  Job  xxiii.  3.  / . 

"  A  darker  tonl  did  never  yct^ 

*•  Thy  promis*d  help  implore  f 
**  O  that  I  now  my  Lord  might  meet^ 

*•  And  ncvpr  lofe  him  morel  '*  >  ^ 

The  truth  is,  the  darknefs,  the  bitter  forrow,  the  extreme  dtffreft: 
tvfaich  fuch  perfons  labour  under,  is  inexpreflible ;  it  can  ofily  be-' 
kdowa  by  experience  :  but  having  pafTed  through  thefe  deepf^* 
waters  myfelf,  I  know  bow  to  fympathiz^  with  thofe,  who  now  • 
labour  uiider  the/«tine  ^eavy, burthen  ;  .and  therefore  endeavour  tow 
encourage  and  comfort  them,  ip  this  time\oJf.  their  diflcelk  -^  > 
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•*8atlliere  are  others  Who  being  brought 7o  a  dear  fight,  and 
:^eep  fenfe  of  their'  loft  and  ruined  eftate,  are  jiffefled  in  quite  a 
diffetkm  way.  Their  heart  is  like  the  rtieltitig  wax  before  the  fire, 
ind  their  eyej  as  fountains  of  tears ;  fo  that  they  cbuld  altnofl 
weep  their  very  life  away.  Now,  there  certainly  is  {bene  degrcii 
#f  CoAifwct  in  this  ftate.     So  our  Poet  fings ; 

••To  mottm  few:  thy  coming  is  fweet^ 
**  To  weep  at  thy  longer  delay; 

^  But  thou  whom  we  haften  to  meet, 
i  **  Shall  chafe  all  our  forrows  away.** 

Vo  weep  at  the  feet  of  Jefos,  does  ftrai^ely  eafe  the  burthmetf 
tnind  for  the  prefent.  B.ut  perhaps,  they  may  be  permitted  to  fiiiiC 
deeper  ftill,  and  their  trouble  may  be  fuch  as  ©avid  felt  when  hi! 
faid,  **I  have  watered  my  couch  with  my  teairs,  a^d  have  mingjietf 
ray  drink  with  weeping ;  "  or  when  he  Gomplains^  '•!  aifa  w^arj^ 
with  crysiog;  my  throat  is  dry  :  "  And  if  iheljord  delay  his  coming 
!( which  fometime^  is  the  cafe}  tbefe  fouk  may  raouriifully  £D|^«ut^ 
^r^own  Poet; 

*       '        **  Still  every  means  in  vain  I  try, 
**  I  fcek  him  far  and  near ; 
.        **  Where'er  I  come,  conftrain*d  to  ciy,  . 

**  My  Saviour  is  not  herd  '      ^ 

^»  God  is  in  thi.%  in  every  plate,  .     '   • 

'  "  Yet  O,  how  dark  and  void  '    ' 

***  To  me ;;   'tis  one  great  wildernefs;, 
"  This  earth  without  my  Go ©:• 

^  0*er  earth  a  baniOied  man  I  rpve» 

••  Ye^  cinndt  find  hirri  nigh  ; 
**  Where  is  the  pardoning  God  of  Love, 

"  Who  ftoop'd  for  me  to  die !  '* 

A  wife  builder,  when  be  intends  to  build  bigii*  takes  care  to  dig 

•deep,  and  lay  the  foandation  fuire.      So  the  great  Builder  of  hif 

Church,  when  he  intei^ds  perfon*  for  eminent  ufefulnefs^r  i*re» 

quently  exercifes  them   with  long   continujed,  and.  painful  con« 

vt£tioiis;    and  perhaps  with  very  dlllrefling  temptations.   He  gweft 

them  to  feel  the  pJague  of  their  own  h^art,  and  makes  them lully 

acquainted  wi^h  the  nature,  and  dreadful  eSeSs  of  fin ;   fo  thai 

when  they  ar«  delivered,  they  not   only   ftahd  firmer,  hut. arc 

enabled  to  comfort  others,  when  in  the  fame  fituation*    We  all 

acknowledge,  that  experience  is  the  heft  teacher^   and  therefor.e 

a  mtniftec  of  Chrift  having  i>een  -thus  deeply  .exercifed,  may  bejlie 

more  abundanily  ufef^l,  in  comforting  affli£ie^x:iaDfcieaces.     •      r 

But  the  Lord,  whatever  method  he  takts  wiih  u%  -ftiH  intends 

the  fame  fhiag;    He  certaiijly  defigns  to  bring  us  ictto  his  favour, 

t(yblefs  «is  with  a  citfar  fenfe  of   his  love,  and  to  make  us  happy  in 

hi«  family.     But  until  weiinjoy  that  bappinefs, .  we  walk  in  dark'^^ 

uct$^  luch  as  the  I^aelilc«  dtdi,  wl^n  the  mrds  of  the  text  wer« 

I '»      '  dcfigned 
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d^i\gn^  tQ  comfort  them.  They  do  pot  fee  after  what'ininfie^t 
orby  what  means,  tbp  l-ord  will  deliver  them.  Every  thing,  ex* 
c^pt  the  proniifes  of  God,  feem  to  make  ag^iinft  them,  and  to  forv 
l)ia  their  e^pcfling  any  fuch  bkffing  at  his  harid.  They  know,  that 
if  they  rightly  believed  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  they  would  find 
Acfalvation  which  he  hath  purchafed.  But  here  .they  are  at  4 
lofs,  they  do  not  underftapd,  what  it  13  to  telieve  in  Chrifti  Per^ 
haps  fuch  reafoDings  as  thefe  pafs  through  their  minds  :  **  What 
•*  fliall  I  do  in  order  to  believe,  that  I  have  not  rfone  already  ?  \ 
*'  have  (as  far^as  I  know)  fought  the  Lord  with  my  whole  heart, 
^•^nd  yet  I  have  not  found  him.  What  is  it  to  believe  on  the  Son 
?*  of  God  ?  Who  fhall  unfold  this  royftcry  to  my  ftml  ?  How 
♦•  ^haJ^  I  find  rty  mind  affeftcd  in  the  aft  of  believing  ?  How 
♦*  ftajl  J  know  that  I  believe  aright,  and  that  I  am  not  deceived  ? 
V  What  is  that  peace  of  God  which  I  Ihall  then  receive,  arrd  how 
^''ftall  1  know  that  it  is  real,  and  not  imaginary  ?  What  is  that 
♦•  love  of  God  which  fhall  then  be  fhqd  abroad  in  my  heart,  and 
tijhow.Qiall  I  know  that  I. am  not  miftaken  -in  a  matter  o{  f^ch 
^*  vaft  importance  ?  '* 

Thefe  and  ten  thoufand '  fiich  thoughts  may  pafs  through  tht 
troubled  mind  ;  and  it  can  have  no  reft  or  peace,  till  it  is  brought 
out  of  this  darkpefs  into  the  marvellous  light  and  glortbus  liberty 
pf  the  Gofpel.  In  order  to  this,  we  muft  come  to  the  fame  |)oi|}t 
9gain  ;  we  mull  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Bat  what  is  i%  ' 
to  believe  in  Chrift  ?  No  one  can  tell,  till  be  hirofeU  is  enabled 
to  believe  :  As  ftrange  as  this  may  appe^,  I  am  bold  tp  affirm* 
that  no  man  (b^  he  ever  fo  wife  or  learnedj  can  explain  what  it  is 
tp  b(ilieve  in  Chrift,  till  he  happily  experiences  divine  peace.  This 
js  a  leflbn  which  only  God  can  teach  us,  and  whiA  none  cait 
karn  but  by  experience,  If  any  ftould  fay,  ••  Why,  \o  believe 
is  only  to  receive  Chrift,  9s  he  is  freely  offered  tq  us  jn  the  Gofpel." 
Jt  is  verv  true :  but  then,  What  is  it  to  receive  Chrift?  We  muft 
icceivc  him  oiirfelves,  and  then  we  fliall  know.  But  fome  will  re- 
y]y,  ,"  To  believe,  is  neither  more  nor  Icfs,  than  tp  t^puft  wholly 
in  Chrift  .for  life  and  falvation."  This  is  certainly  tjrue.  But 
what  is  it  |o  truft  in  Chrift  ?  Thofe,  and  thofe  only  know,  who  , 
liave  learned,  and  do  continue  to  truft  in  him.  3ttt  others,  who 
ihink  ilrat  they  have  found  out  the  fecret,  will  tell  us,  "That  to 
|)6liev4S,  i&  nothing  more  than  to  have  clear  and  delightful  views  of 
(ltaJft«  a^  be  is  fe  forth  in  the  Gofpel,  confidered,  as  having  ao- 
^omplith^l  the  work  of  our  redemption."  Chrift  is  undoubtedly 
thus  fet  forth  in  the  Gofpel,  but  we  muft  lal^e  care  that  We  fp 
^eW  him^as  to  receive  life  and  falvation  from  him  ;  fo  as  to  ex- 
TOri^ace  r^emption  through  his  blood,  and  the  renewing  powef 
^T  hi^  grace  in  our  pwn  fouls.  For  true  iaith  always  did,  9nd 
jtlways  will  bring  falvatipn  along  wiih  it.  As  a  miftake  her^f 
Twould  be  extJ^eroely  dangerous,  1  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  we' 
jiever  make  thofe  miftakes  in  natural  things,  which  we  frequently 
m^  ^  fpintW^  ^9M(e«M?    4  Win  ftivw^g  wUh  cold  may  bf 
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greatly  delighted  with  a  difiant  view  of  painted  fir^,  buf  in>oa 
coming  nearer  to  it,  he  finds  his  mifiake ;  there  is  no  heat.    So  a 

nr  finoer  may  poffibly  pleafe  him  fell:'  by  feeing  Chrift,  evident^ 
et  forth  as  crucified  before  his  eyes,  in  the  gofpel :  But  then» 
He  mull  fo  behold  the  Redeemer,  as  to  be  changed  into  his  imagc^ 
l)y  the  power  of  his  renewing  grace* 

'  But  what  kind  of  darknefs  may  the  children  of  God  walk  in  ?' 
Tbofe  who  have  been  brought  into  light  and  liberty  already  ?  It 
is  mod  certain,  that  they  never  need  be  brought  into  that  kind  of 
darknefs,  out  of  which  the  Lord  hath  mercifully  delivered  them  ; 
nor  is  it  that  fort  of  darknefs  which  the  text  fpeaks  of.  For  no 
one  can  be  brought  into  that  darknefs,  but  by  difobedienc^;  but 
the  text  fjpeaks  of  obedient  fouls  only.  Who  is  among  you  that 
fcareth  the  Lotd^  and  obeytth  the  voice  of  his  ftrvant  ?  It  it 
not  a  little  ftrange,  that  backfliders  of  all  defcriptions,  will  take 
comfort  from  this  fcripture  ?  Yet  nothing  is  more  clear,  tham 
that  the  Lord  does  not,  in  this  text,  fpeak  to  them  at  all.  We  know 
that  no  one  can  backflide  from  God  but  by  means  of  fin,  but 
here  the  prophet  fpeaks  to  thofe  who  are  obedient.  And  that  we* 
never  need  be  brought  into  that  darknefs  again,  out'^of  which 
we  are  delivered,  is  clear  from  his  own  word ;  **  There  \h  no' 
condemnation  to  them  who  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  nolf 
after  the  £e(h  but  after  the  fpirit,*'  Rom.  viii.  i.  '*  1  am  the 
light  of  the  world,  (faith  our  gracious  Rec^enier)  he  that  followeth 
jne»  (hall  not  walk  in  darknefs,  but  (hall  h^ve  the  light  of  life/* 
John  viii,  12.  Again,  **  I  am  come  fi  light  into  the  world,  thai 
Whofoever  believeth  oq  me  Qiould  not  abide  in  darkd^fsi'*  John  xii« 
46.  Hence  it  is  quite  clear,  that  he  who  believeth  and  toiloweth^ 
the  holy  Jefus,  ihall  not  walk  in  darknefs;  no  more  can  he  who 
obeyeth  the  voice  ot  God's  fervant. 

The  darknefs  then  iptended  in  the  text,  muft  be  that  which  a 
faithful  follower  of  God  may  walk  in,  while  under  4i|lrcfling  pro* 
vidences,  heavy  afflifiions,  or  fevere  temptations,    . 

1.  Dark  and  diftrefling  providences.  The  Lord  hath  no  where- 
promifed  that  his  children  (hall  have  uninterrupted  profperity  in 
this  world.  He  fees  that  this  would  not  always  bovthe  beft  for 
them.  In  reading  the  hifiory  of  the  ancient  faints  and  fervants 
of  God,  we  find,  that  he  frequently  permitted  them  to  be  brought 
into  great  ilraits  and  difficulties,  fo  that  their  faith  and  patience 
were  put  to  the  trial ;  yet  on  thefe  occafions  they  were  favoured- 
with  extraordinary  difplays  of  the  power  and  goodnefs,  of  the 
inercy,  and  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord ;  Ho  always  appeared 
in  their  behalf,  in  their  greatdl  difficulties. 

Confider  the  coitduft  of  divine  providence  towards  the  PatrN 
>rch  Jofeph.  He  was  the  moft  pious  of  all  the  fons  of  Jacob, 
and  biought  bis  father  an  account  of  his  brethren's  bad  conduft  ; 
}or  this,  and  other  reafons,  they  hated  him,  and  at  laft  found  ai|* 
Ppf Ofiwniiy  tQ  fell  hii;^  as  9  flavc  into  E^ypt,    What  a  dark  clou<l 
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now  oi^er-Oiadowcd  this  rcUgious  youth?  He  walked  in  darkheft; 
and  had  no  light  intd  the  future  difpenfations  of  divine  Proviw 
^ience*  Yet  thte  Lord  appeared  for  him  in  due  time,  and  gave 
htm  fuch  favour  in  the  fight  of  his  mafter,  that  he  made  this  poor 
jlramgef  the  governor  of  his  houfe.  and  put  all  that  he  had  into 
his  hand :  fo  that  for  a  time,  Jofeph  was  an  honourable  and  at 
Iftofptrous  man«  But  it  was  not  long  before  a  darker  cloud  than 
the  former  came  over  him ;  for  fteadfaftly  refifting  the  folicitations' 
of  his  unhappy  miflrefs,  (he  falfely  and  wickedly  accufed  him  ta 
his  mafter^  who  too  eafily  believed  her,  and  call  the  innocent 
youth  intp  prifon,  where  he  might  €xpe6l  to  be  confined  all  the 
<ia)scf  his  life*  For  who  would  give  tbemlelves  any  coDcem 
^bout  him,  as  be  was  an  entire  firanger  in  that  country  ?  How 
oatural  would  it  be  for  him  to  reafon  upon  his  prefeni  fituatioo^  fo 
as  to  add  to  his  diftrefs  ?  Perhaps  fuch  thouehts  as  thefe  might 
flow  into  bis  mind  :  Is  this  to  be  the  reward  of  my  integrity  and 
'*'  upright  cqfidu£l  ?  O  why  hath  the  Lord  permitted  this  i\U 
^'  treflitig  trial  to  befall  me  ?  Here  I  am  in  a  defolate  fiate  indeed  I 
**  baniihed  into  a  flrange  land,  and  (hut  up  in  a  loathfome  dun* 
**  gteon,  where  I  (hall  be  entirely  forgotten  1  Alas  for  my  aged 
^*  lather  !  1k>w  little  does  he  know  what  his  favourite  child  is  calU 
**  ed  to  fuSer  i  O  my  cruel  brethren,  how  could  you  fei  ve  mo 
^*  thus  ?  "  What,  thick  darknefs  now  fairrounded  this  bleffed 
pnaa  !  But  flill  the  Lord  had  his  eye  ufX)n  Jofeph,  arid  in  duo 
rime,  not  only  brought  him  out  of  prikm  with  honour,  and  exalted 
jbim  ^o  be  ruler  ov^t  Egypt ;  but  what  was  far  greater,  be  made 
him  the  happy  inftrument  of  faving  that,  and  the  neighbouring 
nations;  yea,  and  all  hil  father's  houie,  from  perifliing  by  faminei^ 
How  afionifliing  are  the  providential  difpenfations  of  God  i  Bo* 
hold  Jofeph,  one  day  a  prifoner  in  the  dungeon !  See  him  again 
riding' in  the  fecond  chariot  belonging  to  the  king  of  Egypt ;  and 
jthe  proper  officer  crying  to  the  people,   Bow  tkt  An^  7 

We  may  fee  fometbrnjr  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  cafe  of  his  faW 
ther; .  good  old  Jacob*  For  a  time,  the  providence  and  promifes 
of  God,  feemed  to  run  counter  to  each  other.  The  proniife  mado^ 
to  Abrdhan^,  was  renewed  to  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  That  their  feed 
Ihould  increafe  and  multiply  as  the  ftars  ot  heaven  fof  multitude ;^ 
For  a  conftderable  tinie  Jacob  beheld  the  promife  fulfilling ;  but 
in  his  old  age  he  faw  what  he  had  no  expe3ation  of,  a  decreafef 
of  his  family  :  In  jthe  bitternefs  oi  his  foul,  he  cried  out,  ''  Mo 
Jave  ye  bereaved  of  my  children  :  Jofeph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is- 
not,  and  ye  will  take  Benjamin  away  alfo;  all  thefe  things  are 
againft  me  1"  How  little  did  he  I^no\y  of  the  wife  and  gracious 
difpenfations  of  God  towards  him  and  his  family  ?  And  how 
would  the  good  old  man  be  aftoniihed  a(  the  mercy  of  God,  and 
afliamed  of  his  own  unbelief,  when  he  faw  his  beloved  Jofeph 
the  fecond  man  in  the  kingdom  of  Egypt,  aqd  (he  wonderful  di^- 
IfVfrani:e  which  the  Lord  hgid  wrought  by  hiqi } 

Juft 
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Juit  the  fame  thing  appears  in  the  conduA  of  God  towards  thcr 
Ilraelitcs,  many  years  after.  The 'Lord  engaged  to  bring  them 
out  of  Egypt  with  an  h^h  hand,  and  with  an  out-ftretched  arm* 
and  to  put  them  in  poflef&on  of  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
lioney.  They  believed  his  promife^  and  marched  out  of  Egypt 
in  full  expe£lation  ^f  its  fpeedy  accompliflmient*  But  what  a 
dark  providence  came  over  them,  when  being  purfui^  by  their 
enemies  to  the  brink  of  the  Red  Sea,  where  they  could  fee  no 
way  to.  efcape.  Here  then  they  walked  in  darknefs  and  had  no 
Ugnt.  For  in  what  way  was  the  promife  to  be  fulfilled  P  It 
could  never  enter  into  their  minds,  to  fuppofe  that  the  Lord  would 
divide  the  waters  of  the  great  deep^  to  make  a  way  for  them» 
Such  a  thing  had  not  been  heard  of,  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  However  in  their  difirefs  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,,  and 
Mofes  his  fervant  faid  unto  them  in  his  name,  **  Stand  Jtill,  and' 
Ju  tht  fd-oaiion  of  the  Lord.''  They  prefently  faw  a  glorious 
falvation  indeed  !  and  fung  praifes  to  their  great  Deliverer. 

Similar  inftances  occur  in  the  New  Teftament.  Our  Lord  hacl 
faid,  ••  Upon  this  Rock  I  will  build  my  church,  and  the  gates  x>r 
bell  fhall  not  prevail  againft  it/'  for  a  confid arable  time  the 
chiaftians  faw  this  promife  remarkably  fulfilled.  The  word  of  the 
Lord  mightily  prevailed ;  thoufands  upon  thoufands,  were  added 
to  the  church  ;  lb  that  in  all  probability  they  expeSed  the  whole* 
world  would  foon  be  converted.  But  after  a  feafon,  a  very  gloomy 
cloud  overfpread  them,  and  their  brighteft  profpe£ls  were  darkened.' 
1%e  great  dragon  poured  out  a  flood  of  water  upon  the  woman*' 
He  raifed  a  violent  perfecution  againft  the  church,  fo  that  the 
people  were  all  fcattered  abroad  through  the  neighbouring  country  ; 
and  perhaps,  hardly  aiqr  two  of  them  were  left  together,  except 
the  Apoftles  :  Would  they  not  be  ready  to  fear  tha]t  the  gates  of. 
hell  were  prevailing,  and  that  the  work  of  God  \yas  overturned 
and  ruined  for  ever  ?  But  the  Lord  knoweth  how  to  defeat  the- 
defigns  of  the  devil.  Thefe  fcattered  people,  went  every  where* 
and  preached  the  Word,  ft>  that  the  Gofpel  by  tbla  means,  had  a 
geoer^  fpread  in  a  y^xy  fliort  tim.e,  Hejce  then  light  l^;ie  appa, 
tde  pjromife  again. 

Now  although  we  may  not  meet  with  crofs-providences^  exaftly 
fimilar  to  thefe,  yet  we  vfizy  meet  with  thofe  which  will  have  thev 
very  (ame  effect  upon  our  minds.  Our  way  may  be  hedged  up;^' 
clouds  and  thick  darknefs  may  overfhadow  us,  fo  that  for  the  |Nne^ 
fent  we  cannot  fee  into  the  defigns  of  God,  or  undeFftan4^h^ 
nature  of  his  difpenfations  toward  us,  but  we  walk  i^  dafkae&i, 
having  no  light. 

*  We  may  alfo  meet  with  dark  and  heavy  aJBliftions.  There  is  a 
great  diflference  betweeti  bne  and  another  with  refpeft  to  affliftion^.^ 
We  fee  fome  perlons  wha  walk  humbly  and  cldfely  with  Go ©y 
blcft  with  uninteh^^upted  health  and  firerigth,  for^  long  fucceflion 
«f  years  ;   »ad  we  ice  others  of  e^ual  or  oven  fuperior  piety,  fox 
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any  thing  we  know,  who  feldotn  enjoy  a  flate  of  eafe  or  heafth< 
for  a  week  together ;  but  have  almoil  one  continued  affliflion^ 
Now  affli£lion  is  only  to  be  kno^vn  by  experience ;  no  one  can 
poflibly  fay  bow  his  mind  will  be  aifefled  by  it,  till  he  is  called  to 
Dear  the  trial.  It  is  eafy  to  fayi  in  the  time  oi  health  and  ftiengtfa^ 
What  if  I  (hould  be  affliSed  •    furely  the  Lord  would  ftilfil  his 

!)romife«  and  give  roe  ftrength  according  to  ray  day  ;  and  there-- 
ore,  why  (hould  I  fear  ?  Such  words  as  ihefe  (^however  Scrip* 
tural)  may  be  fpoken  in  a  very  wrong  fpirit,  and  therefore  we  may 
fay  to  fuch  perfons,  "  Be  not  higk-minded  but  JtarC*  By  no 
means  make  light  of  affli£lion,  as  it  it  was  a  little  thing;  but 
rather  pray  moft  devoutly,  in  the  time  ef  health,  that  the  Lord 
may  prepare  you  for  every  event  of  his  providence ;  fo  that  when 
afflt6lion  cqmes  upon  you,  it  may  be  lo  fanfi:ified,  that  you  vaxf 
Bear  it  in  a  proper  fpirit.  When  it  (hall  pleafe  the  Lord  to  pernMi^ 
us  td  be  exercifed  with  violent  pain;  or  pining  (icknefs ;  when  we 
ihall  have  no  reft  in  our  bones  by  reafon  of  the  chaftening  hand 
Tof  God  upon  us  ;  when  in  the  morning  we  (hall  be  ready  to  fay, 
••  Would  to  God  it  were  evening ;"  and  in  the  evening,  •'  Would 
to  God  it  were  iuorning."  And  at  the  fame  time  Satan,  who  al- 
ways loves  to  fifh  in  troubled  waters,  and  delights  in  adding  aQiC'- 
tion  to  the  affli3ed«  is  pernpitted  to  fuggeft  evil  reafonings  to  our 
minds ;  tempting  us  to  think  that  the  Lord  deals  hardly  with  U9, 
and  to  Call  in  queflion  his  tender  mercy,  his  pitying  love,  big 
truth  and  faithfulnefs ;  urging  us  to  fay,  '*  If  I  am  a  child  of 
Coo,  why  am  I  thus  ?  If  the  Lord  is  infinitely  kind  and  gracious^ 
why  hath  he  fuffered  this  heavy  afili£tion  to  befall  me  ?  What 
vife  or  gracious  end  can  he  have  in  view,  in  permitting  his  poor 
creature  to  be  thus  tortured  with  pain,  day  and  night  ?  What 
good  end  Mn  it  ferve  to  me,  to  be  thus  tormented,  when  my  mind 
18  fo  exercifed,  that  I  fcarcely  can  think  of  God  or  Heaven,  or  o£ 
fpiritual  and  everlaftln^  things  ?  '*  Thus  we  may  walk  in  dark^. 
nefs  having  no  light  into  the^prefentdifpenfations  of  God. 

-  The  Lord  may  alfo  fuffer  us  to  be  a£9i£led  in  the  perfon  of  our 
deareft  friend,  a  tender  hearted  parent,  or  a  beloved  child  :  An 
affefiionate  hu(band,  or  a  faithful  wife,  may  lie  under  the  chaf< 
tlfing  hand  of  God.  We  fee  them  in  (Irong  pain,  in  deep  dif* 
trefs,  but  are  unable  to  relieve  them.  We  fee  tbem  pining  awaf 
with  ficknefs,  and  can  afford  them  no  eiFe£lual  help.  We  ten* 
derly  fympathize  with  them,  and  feel  their  forrows ;  we  would 
gladly  fuffer  in  their  ftcad,  if  we  could ;  but  alas  I  we  can  only 
veep  and  pray,  and  mix  our  fighs  and  tears  with  theirs,  till  tbo 
Lord  (hall  mercifully  interpofe,  and  bring  thetn  out  of  dark^. 
nefs  and  the  (hadow  of  death  \  tiU  He  (hall  fpeak  the  Word, 
aod  heal  tbemi  and  fave  them  out  of  all  their  diilrelfes* 

£  Ta  ic  xoncludfid  in  iht  next.  ] 
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A  Serious  ADDRESS 

To  the  PREACHERS  of  the  GOSPEL  of  CHRIST. 

[Continued  from  page  fto.J 

.  %A\y\  "^XTE  come  to  fpeak  of  thofe  particular  Studies  vhich 

VV    are  preparations  for  the  public  work  of  the  pulpit ; 

•nd  here  when  you  retire  to  prepare  a  Sermon,  let  your  great  end 

lie  ever  kept  in  view.   The  falvation  of  the  fouls  of  men ;  and 

lor  this  pu]|K>fe  a  few  Rules  may  perhaps  be  of  fome  fervice. 

'One  great  and  general  Rule  is,  Afk  advice  of  Heaven  by  prayer* 
feek  the  direction  and  afliftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God,-  for  in- 
clining your  thoughts  to  proper  fubjeAs,  and  framing  your  whole  ' 
Sermon  that  it  mty  attain  the  divine  and  facred  ends  propofed. 
But  I  infift  not  krgely  oif  this  here,  becaufe  Prayer  for  aids  and 
Coanfels  from  heaven  belongs  to  every  part  of  your  work,  both 
in  the  clofet,  in  the  pulpit,  aiid  in  your  daily  converfation. 

The  particular  Rules  for  your  preparatory  work  may  be  fuch  as 
Aefe. 

I.  In  chufing  your  texts,  feek  fuch  aa  are  moft  fuited  to  do 
{ood  to  fouls,  according  to  the  prefent  wants,  dangers,  and  ciiw 
cumlUncet  of  the  people ;  whether  for  the  inftru6lion  oft  he  ig- 
norant ;  for  the  convifiion  of  the  ftupid  and  fcnfelefs ;  for  the 
melting  and  foftenin^of  theobfiinate;  for  the  converfion  of  ttie 
wicked ;  for  the  edification  of  converts :  for  the  comfort  of  the 
mournful ;  for  gentle  Admonitioh  of  backfliders,  or  more  fevere 
reproof.  Some  acquaintance  with  the  general  cafe  and  chara£ler 
of  your  Hearers  Is  needful  for  this  end. 

JL  In  handling  the  Text,  divide,  explain,  illuftrate,  prove^ 
convince,  infer,  and  apply  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  do  real  fer* 
vice  to  men,  and  honour  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Do  not  fay 
within  yourfelf.  How  much  or  how  elegantly  can  I  talk  upon 
fuch  a  Text,  but  what  can  I  fay  moft  ufefully  to  thofe  who  hear 
me,  for  the  inftru£lion  of  their  minds,  for  the  convi£lion  of  their 
confciences,  and  for  the  perfuafion  of  their  hearts  ?  Be  not  fond 
of  difplaying  your  criticifms  in  clearing  up  the  term$  and  phrafe$ 
of  a  text,  where  fcholars  only  can  be  edified  by  them  ;  nor  fpend 
the  precious  moments  of  the  congregation,  in  making  them  hear 
ybxk  explain  what  is  clear  enough  before,  and  hath  no  need  of  ex- 
plaining.; nor  in  proving  that  which  is  fo  obvious  that  it  wants  no 
proof.    This  Is  little  better  than  trifling  with  God  and  man. 

Tbiok  not|  How  cmi  I  make  a  Sermon  fooneft  and  eafieft  ?  but 
^ow  can  I  make  the  moft  profitable  Sermon  for  my  heaters  :  Not 
what  fine  things  can  J  (ay«  eithfr  in  a  way  of  Criticifm  or  Philo- 
iopby,  or  in'  a  way  of  Oratory,  but  what  powerful  words  can  I 
fpeak  to  imprefs  the  confcienc^s  of  them  that  hear,  with  a  ferious 
and  lafting  ienfe  of  moral,  divine,  and  eternal  things.  Judge 
wifely  what  to  leave  out,  as  well  as  what  to  fpeak.  Let  not  your 
chiet  depign  be  to  hold  out  in  hour,  but  to  £iv«  a  foul. 
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IIL  In  fpeaking  oF  the  great  things  of  God  and  religion,  re« 
member  you  are  a  mintfier  of.  Chrift  fent  to  publifli  to  men' what 
God  has  revealed  by  his  Prophets  and  Apoules,  and  by  his  Son 
Jefus ;  and  not  a  heathen  philofopher  to  teach  the  people  merely 
what  the  light  of  reafon  can  fearch  out.  You  are  not  to  ftand  op 
here  as  a  profeflbr  of  ancient  or  modern  philofophy,  nor  an  ulher 
in  the  fchool  of  Plato  or  Seneca,  or  Mr.  Lock,  but  as  a  teacher 
in  the  fchool  of  Chrift,  as  a  Preacher  of  ,the  New  Teftament. 
You  are  not  a  Jewifli  prieft'to  inftruft  men  in  the  precife  nicetiei 
of  ancient  Judaifm,  of  legal  rites  and  ceremonies  ;  but  you  are  a 
Chriilian  minifter ;  let  Chriftianity  therefore  run  through  aU  your 
Sermons  and  fpread  its  glories  over  them  all. 

It  is  granted  alfo,  that  it  is  a  very  ufeful  labour  fometimes  in  a 
fermon  to  fbew  how  far  the  light  of  Nature  and  Reafon  will  carry 
us  in  the  fearch  of  duty  and  happinefs ;  and  then  to  manifeft  hov^ 
happily  the  liglft  of  fcripture  fuppKes  the  deficiencies  of  it ;  that 
the  people  may  know  how  greatly  they  are  indebted  to  the  pecu« 
liar  uvour  and  goodnefs  of  God  for  the  book  of  divine  revelation^i 

It  is  moft  fafe  and  honourable  for  a  minifter  of  Chrift  to  make 
the  Goifpel  appear  to  be  the  reigning  principle  in  his  difcourfe;, 
and  make  our  hearers  fee  how  glorioufly  it  has  improved  the  reli* 
gion  of  nature. 

If  you  fpeak  of  our  natural  knowledge  of  the  attributes  of  God, 
arid  the  truths  of  religion  that  reafon  diSates,  fliew  how  they  are 
all  exalted,  how  brightly  they  ft ine  in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  and 
what  new  difcoveries  and  new  glories  relating  to  them  are  derived 
from  the  holy  fcriptures. 

'  If  you  fp^ak  of  the  duties  which  men  owe  to  God,  or  to  one 
another,  even  thofe  which  are  found  out  by  Reafon  and  naturafl 
Confcience,  fhcw  how  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  hath  advanced  and  re- 
fined them :  In  force  thefe  duties  by  motives  of  Chriftianity  as 
well  as  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  nature  of  things  :  Stir  up 
)  our  hearers  to  the  praftice  of  them  by  the  example  ot  Chrift  arid 
h  s  apoftles,  and  by  a  confideration  of  that  heaven  and  that  hell 
which  are  revealed  to  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Imprefs  them 
on  the  heart  by  the  conftraining  inflaerices  of  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  the  dying  love  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  glorious  ap- 
pearance to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  and  by  our  blefled  hope 
of  attending  him  on  that  day.  Thefe  are  the  appointed  arguments 
of  our  holy  religion,  and  will  meet  with  divine  fuccefs. 

When  you  have  occafton  to  reprefent  what  need  there  is  of  di- 
ligence and  labour  in  the  duties  of  holinefs,  ftiew  alfo  what  aie^s 
are  promifed  in  the  Gofpel  to  humble  fouls,  who  are  fenfible  of 
their  own  inability  to  refift  temptations,  or  to  difcharge  religious 
and  moral  duties :  and  what  influences  of  the  holy  Spirit  may  be 
fexpefled  by  thofe  who  feek  them.  Let  them*  know  that  Chrift  is 
exalted  to  fend  forth  this  Spirit,  to  h^ftow  repentance  and  fan^li. 
fication,  as  well  tis-forgiveneis;  for  without  him  we  can  do  nothings. 
Ails.  V.  31.    John  XV.  5.       •  As 
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As  tliere  are  times^  proper  to  imprers  the  mind  with  the  glories 
of  Cod  our  Creator,  and  to  inforce  the  duties  of  morality,  to 
teach  men  to  govern  their  unruly  appetites  and  paflions,  to  bind 
aJI  the  rules  of  virttie  on  the  confciences  of  men,  and  prefs  them 
with  zeal  and  fervour,  according  to  the  example  of  the  apoflles 
in  the  New  Teftament ;  fo  there  are  times  and  feafons  to  treat 
more  at  large  on  the  peculiar  truths  of  revelation  and  the  glories 
of  Chriflianity,  both  for  the  honour  of  our  Saviour,  and  for  the 
welfare  of  fouls.  For  this  reafon  they  are  fo  largely  infifted  on 
by  the  holy  writers,  thofe  blefled  patterns  of  our  miniftry.  There 
mud  be  fome  feafons  allotted  to  defcriptiops  of  the  finful  ^nd  mi<P 
ferable  ftate  of  mankind  as  revealed  in  fcripture ;  to  the  dignity  of 
the  perfon  of  Christ  the  Redeemer^  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God  and  the  Son  of  Man  ;  to  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  pardoa 
and  falvation  made  with  men,  in. and  through  this  glorious  media- 
tor, to  the  incarnation,  life  and  death,  the  lacrifice  and  atonement, 
the  refurreflion,  interceffion  and  univerfal  government  and  lord^ 
fliip  of  Jefiis.Chrift,  and  his  coming  to  judge,  the  world  at  the 
laft  day ;  audio  the  appointed  methods  of  our  participation  of  the 
bleflings  which  he  beftows.  Thefe  illuftrious  doftrines  are  big 
with  a  thoufand  duties  both  to  God  and  man :  All  the  praftices  of 
faith  and  love,  repentance  and  univerfal  holinefs,  flow  from  Iheni 
by  plain  and  eafy  deduQion  :  All  the  facred  rules  of  piety  and* 
Virtue,  fobriety,  juftice  and  goodnefs,  the  holy  flcill  of  living  and 
dying  in  the  love  of  God,  are  the  moft  natural  and  happy  infe- 
rentes  from  thofe  fublime  truths  of  our  religion.  We  preach  the 
gofpe!  in  a  very  defeftive  manner  if  we  negleft  the  moral  or  di« 
vine  duties  which  are  derived  from  the  faith  of  Chrifl. 

If  you  would  raife  the  hearts  of  your  hearers  to  a  juft  efteem 

of  this   gofpel  of  grace,  and  irnpreft  them  with  an  awful  tenfe  of 

the  divine  importance  of  it,  be  not  afraid  to  lay  human  nature 

low,  and  to  reprefent  it  in  its  ruins  by  the  fall  pf  the  firft  Adam. 

It  is  the  vain  exaltation  of  ruined  nature  that  makes  the  gofpel  fo 

much  defpifed  in  our  age.     Labour  therefore  to  make  them  fee 

and  feel  the  deplorable  ftate  of  mankind  as  defcribed  in  fcripture,' 

that    ••  by  one  man  fin  entered  into  the  world,   and  death  by  fin, 

and  that  a  fentence  of  deiath  hath  paffed  upon  all  men,  for  that  ay 

have  finned  ;"      Let  them  hear  and  know  that  Jews  and  Gentiles 

are  all  under  fin  ;  that  there  is  none  righteous,  no,  not  one;  that 

every  mouth   miy  be  flopped  and  all  the  world  may  appear  guilty 

before  God/*     Let  them  know  that    "  It  is  not  In  man  that  walk- 

cih  to  direft  his  fteps ;"    that  **  we  are  not  fufficient  of  ourfelves^ 

to  think  any  good  thing;"    that  •*  we  are  without  ftrength,  alie* 

nated  from   the  life  of  God  through  the  ignorance  of  our  under. 

flandings^  and  are  by  nature  children  gf  difobedience,  and  chil-' 

dren  ot  wrath  ;"    that  we  are  unable  to  recover  ourfelves  out  of 

ihefe  depths  of  wretchednefs  without  the  condefcenfions  of  divine 

grace;    artd  that  the  gofpel  of  Chiift  is  introduced  as  the  only  fo. 

Tcreign  remedy  under  all  this  (lefolation  of'  nature,  this  over- 

•  K  2        •  whelming 
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whelming  diftrefs ;  ''  neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other,  (at 
there  is  none  other,  name  under  heaven  given  amoi^  men,  whero* 
by  we  muft  be  faved,"  A&$  iv.  12..  And  they  th^t  wilfully  re* 
Je£l  this  meflage  of  divine  love,  muit  perifli  without  remedy  and 
without  hope  ;  ^*  for  there  remains  no  more  facrifice  for  fin,  bu|t 
a  certain  fearful  expe£^ation  of  vengeance/*    Heb.  x.  sl6. 

By  this  conduft  you  will  approve  yourfelves  to  be  faithful  me£» 
fengers  of  Chrift,  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament  and  workmen 
tibat  need  not  to  be  aihamed. 

If  it  be  your  real  and  fincere  defign  to  fave  the  fouls  of  mtn 
from  (in  and  eternal  death,  let  it  be  deeply  imprefled  on  your 
heart,  that  it  is  the  Gofpcl  of  Cbrift  which  is  the  only  inflrument 
whereby  you  can  ever  hope  to  attain  this  blefibd  end,  and  that  for 
two  reafons : 

1.  It  is  this  Gofpel  which  in  its  own  nature  is  mod  happily 
fuited  in  all  the  parts  of  it  to  this  great  defign,  and  no  other 
fchemes  which  the  wit  of  man  can  contrive,  are  fo :  It  is  th« 
voice  of  pardoning  grace,  and  reconciliation  to  God  by  Jefuf 
Chrift,  that  powerfully  allures  and  encourages  the  awakened  fia« 
ner  to  return  to  his  duty  to  God  :  It  is  the  promife  of  divine 
aififiance  to  enable  us  to  mortify  fin  and  to  pra£lice  holinefs,  whicl| 
animates  the  feeble  creature  to  attempt  it :  Jt  is  the  attrafiive 
view  of  heavenly  bleflednefs  as  revealea  in  the  gofpel,  that  invites 
the  foul  onward,  to  make  its  way  through  all  the  dangerous  intice-. 
xnents  and  terrors  of  this  world  which  is  at  enmity  with  God.  Th^ 
divine  fitnefs  of  this  gofpel  of  grace  to  reflore  fallen  man  to  the 
favour  and  image  of  his  Maker,  is  fo  various  and  afionifhing,  tba( 
to  defcribe  it  in  all  in  fiances  would  require  a  large  volume. 

And  2,   As  the  Gofpel  is  fo  happily  fuited  to  attain  thefe  end^^ 

fo  it  is  the  only  eifeflual  means  that  God  has  appointed  in  the  lips 

.of  his  minifters  for  this  purpofe.     It  was  with  the  woaderous  dif* 

coveries  of  this  Gofpel,  that  he  furniflied  the  minds  and  lips  of 

the  fifliermen,  when  he  fent  them  forth  to  convert  and  fave  a  pe^ 

riffling  world.  Tliefe  were  thefacred  weapons  with  which  they  were 

arme(C  when  our  exalted  Saviour  gave  tben^  commiffion  to  travel. 

through  the  dominions  of  Satan,  which  were  fpread  over  the  hea«| 

then  countries,  and  to  raife  up. a  kingdom  tof  himfelf  amongft; 

them.     It  was  with  principles,  rules  and  motives  derfv^d  from 

this  Gofpel,  that  they  were  fent  to  attack  the  reigning  vices  oi 

mankind,  to  reform  profligate  iiations,  and  to  turn  them  froni 

dumb  idols  to  ferve  the  living  God.    And  though  St.  Paul  werq 

a  man  of  learning  above  the. reft,  yet  he  was  not  fent  to  preach 

the  inticing  words  of  man's  wifdom,  nor  to  talk  as  the  djiputer^ 

and  philofophers  did  in  their  fchools;'  hut  his  bufinefs  was  tot 

preach  Chrift  crucified  :    Though  this  doftrine  of  the  Crofs,  an4 

the  Son  of  God  hanging  upon  it,  "was   a  'ftiimbling-block  tq 

the  Jews,  and  to   the  Greeks  fooliflinefs,  yet  to  them  that  were 

called,  both  Jews  ai)d  Greeks^  it  was  the  powef  of  God  and  the 

wifdom 
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nrlUom  of  God  for  their  falvatiod.  And.  therefore  St.  Paul  deter*, 
miaed  to  know  nothing  among  them  in  comparifon  of  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift  and  him  crucified.  Thefe  were  the  weapons  of 
bis  warfare  which  were  mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down 
of  the  ftrong  holds  of  fin  and  fatan  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and 
bringing  every  thought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift, 
It  was  by  the  miniftration  of  this  Gofpel  that  the  Fornicators' 
were  madfe  chafie  and  holy«  and  Idolaters  became  worffaippers  of 
the  God  of  heaven;  that  Thieves  learnt  honeft  labour,  «^nd  the 
Covetous  were  taught  to  feek  treafures  in  the  {kies :  the  Drunkards 
grew  out  of  love  with  their  cups  and  renounced  all  imemperancQ» 
the  Revilers  governed  their  tongues  and  fpoke  \yell  of  their  neigh- 
bours, and  the  cruel  Extortioners  and  Oppreflbrs  learned  to  prac- 
life  compaflion  and  charity  :  Thefe  vileft  of  finners^  tbefe  chil- 
dren of  hell,  were  made  heirs  of  tbe  kingdom  of  beaven«  *^  being 
Wafbed,  being  fandified,  being  juftified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God/'     1  Cor.  vi.  g,  &c* 

Had  you  all  the  refined  fcience  of  Platp  or  Socrates,  all  the 
Ikiil  in  morals  that  ever  was  attained  by  Zeno,  Seoeca,  vr  Epic**- 
fetus  ;  were  you  furni(hed  with  all  the  flowing  oratory  of  Cicei-cu 
or  thd  thunder  of  Demoftbenes ;  were  all  tbefe  talents  and  exceU 
lencies  united  in  one  man,  and  you  were  the  perfon  fo  richly  en- 
dowed, and  ^ould  you  employ  them  all  in  every  (ermon,  yet  yod 
could  have  no  reafonable  hope  to  convert  and  hve  one  foul  in 
Creai  Britain,  where  the  Gofpel  is  pobliftied,  while  you  laid 
that  Gofpel  afide  and  left  it  out  of  your  difcourfcs. 

Let  \}i  proceed  yet  further  and  fay,  Had  you  ttie  fulleft  ac» 
quaintance  that  ev^r  man  acquired  with  all  the  principles  and  du- 
ties of  natural  religion,  both  in  its  regard  to  God  and  our  fellow 
creatures;  had  you  the  ikill  and  tongue  of  an  angel  to  range  all 
thefe  in  their  fulleft  light,  and  to  pronounce  and  reprefent  the 
whole  I«aw  oJF  God  with  fuch  force  and  fplendor  to  a  BritiOi  au* 
ditory,  as  was  dgne  to  the  Ifraelites  at  Mount  Sinai,  you  might 

Eerhaps  lay  the  confgiences  of  men  under  deep  conviflion,  "  for 
y  the  Law  isi  the  knowledge  of  fin  : "  But  you  would  never  re- 
concile one  foul  to  God,  you  would  never  cban^  the  heart  of 
one  finneo  nor  bring  him  into  the  favour  of  God,  poT  fit  hitp 
for  the  joys  of  heaven,  without  this  blefled  Gofpel  whicli  i^  com- 
piitted  to  your  hands. 

Tb^  great  a^d  glorious  God  is  jealous  6f  his  own  authority^ 
and  of  the  honour  of  his  Son  Jefus  2  Nor  will  he  condefcend  to 
blefs  any  other  methods  for  obtainipg  fo  divine  an  end,  than  tbofe 
he  himfelf  has  prefcribed  ;  nor,  will  his  holy  Spirit,  whofe  oflSce 
it  is  to  glorify  Chrift,  ftoop  tp .  concur  with  any  otb^r  fort  of 
weans  for  the  faving.of  finners,  where  tbe  liame  and  ofBqes  of  the 
Son  of  God,  the  only  appointed  Saviour,  are  l^nown,  and  defpifesd 
or  neglefled.  It  is  the  Gofpel  alone  that  is  tl^e pqwerof  God  to 
|aIvation.  If  the  ?ropheu  wjU  not  ftand  in  his  f ounfeI»  nor  cai^e 
*  the 

/ . 
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the  people  to  hear  his  words,  they  will  never  be  able  to  turn  Ifrael 
from  the  iniquity  of  their  ways,  and  the  evil  of  their  doings, 
Jeremiah  xxiii.  22. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  faid  in  oppofition  to  this  advice,  That  the 
peculiar  doftrines  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  were  neceflary  to  be 
'publiflfied  in  a  more  large  and  particular  manner  at  the  firft  infti- 
tution  of  our  Religion,  and  to  be  infifled  upon  with  greater  fre- 
quency among  the  Jews,  and  efpecially  among  the  Gentiles,  who 
before  were  unacquainted  with  the  name,  the  hiftory,  and  |the 
feveral  offices  of  the  bleffed  Jefus  :  But  there  is  no  fuch  need  of 
Tepeating  them  in  chriftian  countiies,  where  people  are  trained  up 
from  their  infancy  to  know  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  the  Sa. 
viour  of  the  world :  And  therefore  it  is  more  needful  in  pur 
land  to  preach  upon  the  natural  duties  of  piety  towards  God,  of 
juflice  and  truth,  and  goodnefs  toward  our  neighbour;  and  felf-go- 
vernrrient  and  fobriety  with  regard  to  ourfelves,  And  this  may  be 
done  With  good  futcefs  among  the  people  upon  the  plain  principles 
•which  arife  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  from  the  beaut:y  and 
excellency  of  virtue,  and  its  tendency  to  make  all  men  happy, 
and  the  natural  deformity  of  vice,  aod  the  mifchiefs  that  attend  it. 

But  give  lis  leave  to  anfwer  this  objeftion  with  thefe  three  or 
four  inquiries. 

Firft,*  Was  it  not  the  fpecial  defign  of  thefe  doflrines  of  Chrift, 
when  they  were  firft  gracioufly  communicated  to  the  worldj  to  rCf 
form  the  vices  of  mankind  which  reafon  could  not  reform,  and  to 
reftore  the  vorld  to  piety  and  virtue,  for  which  the  powgrs  of  rea- 
'fon  appeared  fo  feeble  and  impotent  ?  The  nations  of  the  earth 
'had  made  long  and  fruitlefs  effays  what  the  light  of  nature  and 
philofophy  would  do  to  bring  wandering  degenerate  man  back 
again  to  his  Maker:  Fruitlefs  and  long  effays  indeed,  when  after 
fome  thoufands  of  years,  the  world,  who  had  forgotten  their  Ma- 
ker and  his  laws,  ftill  ran  further  from  God,  and  plunged  them- 
felves  *  into  all  abominable  impieties  and  corrupt  praftices  !  Now 
if  the  all-wife  God  faw  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  to  be  fo  fit  and  happy 
an  inftrulntnt,  for  the  recovery  of  wretched  man  to  religion  and 
morality;  if  he  furniflied  his  afpoftles  with  thefe  doftrines  for  this 
very  purpbfe,  and  pronounced  a  bleffing  upon  them  as  his  own  apl 
pointment;  why  (hould  we  riot  fuppofe  that  this  Gofpel  is  ftill  as 
fit  in  its  own  nature  for  the  fame  purpofes  as  it  was  at  firft  ?  And 
why  may. we  not  hope  fox  the  fame  heavenly  bleffing  to  remain 
upon  it  for  thefe  purpofes  to  the  end  of  the  world  ? 

Whiljfe  we  introduce  thefe  diVtne  topics  drawn  from  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift,  to  inforce  piety  upon  the  confci^nces  of  men,  God 
forbid  that  we  ftiould  abandon  thofe  arguments  drawn  from  the 
nature  of  things,  and  from  htirtian  reafon:  The  gofpel  does  by 
no  means  exclude  them,  but  clears,  enlightens,  and  advances  them 
all,  and  gives  them  ten-fold  power  for  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
are  defignedl      The  blefled  apoRles  themfelves  fometime^  made  u^ 

of 
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oF  ibem;  and  they  may  be  fpread  abroad  in  a  rich  variety^  by  every 
preacher  of  the  gofpel,  to  much  better  purpofe  than  a  Seneca  or  an 
Eptctetus  could  difplay  them.  All  kind  of  efFortY  are  neceiTary,  and 
every  fort  of  weapon  may  be  ufed  in  its  proper  place,  to  make 
afTauIts  upon  the  kingdom  of  Satan  in  the  hearts  of  men  ;  but  it 
is  evident,  that  the  divine  principles  of  Chriftianity  were  fent  us 
down  from  heaven,  as  more  fovcrei^  remedies  for  the  mortal  dif« 
eafes  of  the  foul»  and  far  more  efle£lual  for  the  reformation  of 
mankind.  * 

[^  To  be  continued,  ] 
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[  Concluded  from  page  25,  ] 

FOUR  nights  before  his  lordfliip's  death  he  defired  to  drink  a 
glaff  of  wine  with  the  Minifter,  who  faid  to  him,  *'  Drink  it 
my  lord,  in  hope  that  you  (hall  drink  of  the  pure  river  of  the 
water  of  life  which  proceedeth  from  the  throne  of  God,"  and 
takiiij;  the  giafs  in  his  hand,  he  faid,  *'  I  think  I  have  good  caufe 
to  drink  with  a  good  will  to  you."  After  fome  degree  of  heavt- 
nefs,  the  Minifter  faid,  "  My  brd,  I  have  good  news  to  tell  you  ; 
be  not  afraid  of  death  or  judgment ;  for  the  procefs  which  vour 
Judge  had  againfl  you  is  cancelled  and  rent  in  pieces,  and  Jefus 
Chrift  hath  trampled  it  under  his  feet."  He  anfwered  with  a 
fmiJe,  **  O  that  is  good  news  indeed!  then  I  will  believe  and  re- 
joice :  for  I  am  fure  that  Chrift  and  I  have  once  met,  and  will  he 
not  come  again  ?  "  The  Minifler  replied,  "  You  have  been  bleft 
with  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Spirit,  the  earneft  of  the  inheritance, 
and  therefore  hold  faft  your  confidence  in  God."  His  lordfliip 
complained  much  of  heavinefs,  and  faid,  **  When  my  Lord  cometh« 
he  doth  not  ftay  long.  Son  of  God,  when  wilt  thou  come? 
Surely  GoD  is  not  as  man,  that  he  fliould  change,  or  the  Son  of 
roan  that  he  fliould  repent.  O  when  ftiall  my  heart  be  loofed,  and 
roy  tongue  untied,  that  I  may  fully  exprefs  the  fweetnefs  of  the 
love  of  God  to  my  fouK" 

He  called  his  lady  and  a  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance  to  him« 
and  faid  to  the  gentleman,  "  I  always  found  you  faithful  and  kind 
to  me,  therefore  I  muft  give  you  a  charge  to  defiver  to  all  the 
noblemen  you  are  accjuainted  with  :  Tell  them  from  me,  that  I 
have  found  the  heavy  difpleafure  of  God  upon  me,  for  not  giving 
teflimony  for  the  Lord  my  God,  when  I  had  an  opportunity  (6 
to  do,  at  the  laft  Parliament,  for  whicli  I  have  been  made  to  feel 
the  biltereft  forrow  :  I  have  been  grieved  at  the  remembrance  <Si 
it.  Encourage  my  friends  who  flood  up  for  the  Lord,  and  tell 
them  who  failed,  If  they  defire  to  obt'ain  mercy,  whehn  they  come 
to  be  as  I  bow  am,  they  muft  repent  and  cry  unto  the  Lord  for 

mercy. 
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mercy.  For  the  whole  world  I  would  not  do  as  I  have  d<»ie  is 
that  bufincfs." 

To  a  kinfman  of  his,  he  faid,  "  i  loVe  your  foul :  you  will  be 
a  blefled  man  if  you  improve  the  means  of  the  preached  word, 
which  the  Lofd.hath  favoured  you  with.  I  would  not  have  you 
drown  yourfelf  with  the  concerns  of  this  world,  as  1  have  done. 
Jt  was  my  misfortune  that  I  had  not  the  blefled  privileges  which 
you  have ;  and  if  you  do  not  improve  them,  they  wilt  p ne  day  be 
a  witncfs  againft  you." 

To  the  lord  Harries,  his  brother-in-law,  he  faid,  "  Mock  not  at 
my  counfel,  my  lord :  If  you  follow  the  courfe  you  are  in,  you 
^ill  never  fee  the  face  of  Jefus  Chritf  :  You  are  deceived  :  Your 
foul  is  built  upon  a  fandy  foundarion.  Wlvei>  you  come  to  be  as  I 
a^w  am,  you  will  find  no  comfort  in  your  religion.  You  little 
know  what  wreftling  I  have  had,  before  I  obtained  the  comfort  I 
now  feel.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  g6tten  but  by  earneft 
Xeeking  and  fervent  prayer." 

To  his  own  (ifier  he  faid,  **  Who  know9,  but  the  words  ot  a 
dying  brother  may  prevail  with  a  loving  fitter  ?  Alas !  you  in- 
cline to  an  unfound  religion  :  But  you  muft  caft  away  thofe  filthy 
rags^  they  will  not  avail  you  when  you  come  to^  be  as  1  noir 
am.  Read  the  Scriptures;  they  are  plain  and  eafy  language, 
to  thofe  who  defire  to  be  taught  of  GoD,  and  to  leam  the  way  to 
heaven." 

To  a  gentleman  his  neighbour,  he  faid,  *'  YoUr  foul  is  in  a 
dangerous  flate,  but  you  do  not  fee  it.  Leave  thofe  finful  courfes# 
There  are  fmall  means  of  inftru6lion  to  be  had  ;  feeing  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Minifiers  are  ignorant  and  prophane.  Search 
God's  holy  Word  for  the  good  old  way ;  and  fearch  and  find  out 
all  your  own  ways." 

To  a  young  man  his  neighbour,  he  faid,  *'As  you  are  but 
young,  beware  of  temptation ;  Be  careful  to  wait  upon  God  in 
nis  ordinances  :  keep  good  company ;  and  if  you  are  called  a 
Puritan,  and  mocked  on  that  account,  regard  it  not ;  but  rejoice 
and  be  glad  that  they  will  admit  you  into  their  fociety.  For  I  muft 
tell  you,  that  now,  I  can  get  no  help  or  comfort  to  my  foul  from 
any  other  perfon  under  heaven,,  but  from  thofe  who  are  called 
Puritans ;  they  are  the  men  who  can  give  a  word  of  comfort  to  a 
weary  foul,  and  that  I  have  found  by  experience." 

To  one  of  his  fiflers  he  faid,  "  My  .dove,  thou, art  young,  and 
alas !  ignorant  of  God.  I  know  how  thou  haft- been  brought  up 
well  enough.  Seek  the  Spirit  of  regeneration.  Q  that,  thou  didll 
but  know  it,  and  didft  but  feel  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
as  I  now  do.  T^jfik  not  all  is  gone,  becaufe  your  brother  is  dead. 
But  truit  in  GoD,.  and  beware  of  the  follies  of  youth.  Give 
yourfelf  to  reading  and  prayer,  and  be  careful  to  hear  Gop*s  holjr 
Word ;  and  take  care  whom  you  hear,  ^nd  how  you  hear,  ana 
God  will  be  with  you."  T# 
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-  ^o  a  mitiifter  Uc  laid,  **  It  ti  net  faolittefs  enough  to  be  called  n 
hiiniiler ;  for  you  tmnifters,*  have  your  own  faulti.  I  pray  you  be 
feoie  t:are£ul  ih  your  callings  and  take  good  heed  to  the  flock 
of  God.  Ktiow  that  >  every  folil  that  perifiieth  through  your 
tiegligepce,  will  be  counted  to  you  a$  murdered  before  the  Lord* 
Take  heed  in  thefe  daogeroiis  days  how  you  lead  the  p<:ople  of. 
GoOy  and  be  diligent  in  yout  itiiniftry/' 

To  two  young  gentlemen,  hp  faid,  **  Vou  are  yoUng  nieh»  and 
have  a  long  journey  before  you ;  and  yet  it  may  be  much  fliorter 
than  yot^  think  of :  ^but  if  it  be  ihort,  it  is  dangerous.  You  are 
bdppy»  becaufe  you  have  time  to  fecure  an  intereft  in  Chrift.  t 
intreat  you  to  give  your  youth  to  him;  for  this  is  the  bcft  and. 
the  mod  acceptable  gift  you  can  give  him.  Give  not  your  youth 
to  the  Devil,  and  fo  referve  nothing  for  Chrift  but  your  old 
age,  for  thefe  is  reafon  to  fear  that  he  will  not  accept  that* 
vLearn  therefore  to  watch  and  to  take  example  by  me/^ 
.  He  had  a  long  confercsice  with  the  BiQiop  of  Galloway,  and 
faid  among  other  things,  **  I  exhort  and-  intreat  you,  as  ever  you 
hope  to  obtain  mercy  at  the  hand  of  God,  do  not  moleil  or  remoye 
the  Lord^s  fervants,  or  inthrall  their  confciences  by  forcing  them 
to  receive  your  ceremonies;  for  thefe  things  are  not  iodi$?rent* 
I  have  found  them  matters  of  confcience.  For  I  now  tieil  yoa 
ifom  clear  experience,  that  fince  I  have  been  confined  to  this  bed» 
the  thing  which  has  laid  the  heayieft  on  my  mind,  hasbeeni  my 
withdrawing  myfeif  from  the  Parliament^  and  not  giving  my  voice 
for  the  Truth,  againft  thofe  things  which  you  call  indifferent ; 
dod  in  fo  doing!  denied,  the  Lord  my  Gocl4^' 

The  Bifiiop  called  upon  him  again  the  next  day*  and  alked  him^ 
How  he  found  himfelf  ?  his  lordihip  anfwcred.  "  What  (hall  I  fay 
more  7  I  have  got  hold  of  Jefus  dhrift,  and  he  has  bold  of  me  : 
And  I  ^ank  GoD,  I  am  as  well  as  a  faved  fioner,  who  is  goiog 
to  heaven  caq.  be/* 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  relate  all  that  this  happy  man 
(aid  to  his  fervants  :  After  fpeakiog  to  them  feverally,  and  giving 
them  the  mod  chriftian  counfel,  he  charged  them  in  the  moft 
Iplemn  manner,  "  To  give  up  themfelves  to  the  Lord,  and  to  walk 
m  alt  his  righteous  ways."  He  even  went  fo  far  as  to  ehgage  them 
upon  oath,  to  hear  the  Gpfpel,  and  to  embrace  the  Truth* 

A  religious  gentleman  caime  to  vifit  him,  four  days  before  his^ 
death :  as  fbcn  as  his  lordihip  faw  him,  he  faid,  '*  Kobert,  come 
to  xne,  and  do  not  leave  me  till  I  die."  Being  much  comforted 
Iff  t|ie  converfatipii  oT.  this  good  man,  he.  l^id,  '*  Robert,  you  are 
a  friend  to  roe,  both  in  foul  and'hddy.  The  gentleman  a^ed  him. 
What  do  you  think  now  of  your  bringing  this  miniller  along 
with  you  from  Galloway  ?  "  His  fordfhip  anfwered,  ••  God 
JLnoweth,  that  I  rejoice  that  ever  he  put  it  into  my  heart  fo  to  do ; 
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and  now,  beeisittfe  I  intend^  tbe:gloiy  of  God.  ki  fa  id»iog,  the 
Lord  bath  made  me  €o  find  comSatt  to  my  Cbaliiithecipdr   Th« 
miriift^s  of  Gallovray  murdered  my  father's  taui}  and  if  this  mm. 
bad  not  come,  they  would  have  murdered  mine  aHb."    .   . 

Before  his  fifter,  the  lady  Harries,  Who  was  a  PapK,  be  teftifie^ 
bis  willingnefs  to  leave  the  prefent  world  j  "That  Papifts  may  fee, 
fijid  he,  that  thofe  who  are^oflefled  of  true  Religion^  both  fee  and 
know  whither  tbey  arc  going  ;   even  to  their  beavenly  Father's 

houff,** 

-  MTben  »Tjy  letters  were  brought  to  him  refpefling  .teniporal 
buRnefs,  be  delircd  them,  all  to  be  given  to  his  lady,  fayiilg,  "I 
have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  them  ;  I  had  rather  hear  news  from 
bei^ycD,  which  refpeft^  ibe  falvation  of  my  foal."  It  was  obferved. 
that  when  any  Cjame  to  him  about  temporal  concerns,  he  fettlecl 
every  thing  with  them  as  foon  as  poflible;  and  before  they  were 
Yell  out  ot'  his  prefence,  he  returned  to  fpiritual  fubje£):s  again. 
Me  recommehded  the  cafe  of  the  poof  to  Ins  friends,  aiid  whetw 
be  came  out  of  a  faintiog  fit  (which  by  reafon  of  his  great  weak* 
liefs  he  had  fallen  into)  he  faid,  **  I  would  not  make  an  exchange 
with  any  of  you  ;  I  have  a  foretafte  of  the  bapp»nc&  of  the  place- 
unto  which  1  9m  going/* 

.  On  the  day  on  which  be  died,  be  faid,    *•  This  night  I  ftaU. 
fup-  with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  m  paraidife*'* :  After  cbe  minified 
had  prayed  with  him,  be  faid,   **  My  h^pe  is  much  ftrengthened* 
i|i  that  the  Lord  gives  fuch.liberty  ia  prayer  for  me.,    h  it  poffibl^ 
that  Jefus  Chrift  (hould  lofe  bis  hold  oimfi%  octbat  1  ibQul4  l#f<|( 
my  bold  of  him?'*   ,  Being,  exceedingly  defirous  to  b^W.yeta 
clearer  fenfe  of  the  Lpve. of  Ooo»  the  mmifter  feid,   ••If  you  only 
de fire  this,  s|s  a  pledge  of  your  fa^vation,  we  wiH  alk  it  of  tbie 
Lord  for  you.      Upon  this,  eairneft  prayers  wereofiered'to  Gour 
in  his  behalf;    and  he  was  filled  with  peace  and  joy  11;  bclievipgi^ 
and  the  light  of  God's  countenance  (hone  upon  bim*      Beipg 
alked,  if  he  now  was  afraid  of  death,  heanfwei'ed,  **i  have  tafted^ 
of  death,  it  is- now  welcome  as  ibe  nieffengcr  of  the  Lord>  Tefu» 
Chrift,"  .    *   ■  ..   •       ■ 

'  The  mlnifter  faid,'  "  There  isaprocefs  betwixt  the  Lord  andt 
your  father's  haufe ;  but,  your  name  is  taken  out  of  it.  How^ 
dear  was  heaven  bought  for  you  by  the  Lord  fcrus.*'  He  replied^' 
••  i  know  that  ^here  is  wrath  agamft  it;  but  1  ihall  get  my  foul  fb^ 
a  prey."  ♦•  It  is  a  fweet  word  to  me  where  God  faith,  **  As  I  live^ 
l'  delight  not  in  the  death  of  a  finner*"  I  wiir  not  fet.go  my 
hbid  of  Jefus  Cbtift.     ••  Though,he  flay  me,  yet  will  Itruft  i^ 

iin. 

In  deep  meditation  upon  the  change  be.  was  fpon  to*  paf^  ^^o\ 
...  ^.     A  .       .  '.^..^       'ngan< 

weary 
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la  waiting;  th^  Lord  Jefnt  is  coiming  very  fwiftly  towards  ytHi ; 
itt  is  at  BO  yraat  diftance :  '*  He  anrwered,  *•  I  will  ftill  wait  i  he 
h  urarth  >W^«tiii^  f»r^  though. he  ihoald  be  long  id  eoming«'f  .  Ope 

firefent  faid,  '^  Look  upon  what  you  haVe  already  reaexVed,  ^jid 
e  thaakFttl;  *'  upon  which  he  broke  out  into  praifes  to  the  Lorc^ 
for  his  abundant  goodnefs ;  but  fimiin|;  himfelf  Otceediilg  weak, 
and  that  his  rpee<3i  began  to  fiail,  he  defired  the  minift^r  to  pray. 
The  mihlfler  ailed»  "  Have  you  any  fertfe  of  the  loVe  of  God  ?  " 
He  anrweced,  •*  I  have."  He  afked  again,  ••  Afe  you  \ViHing  tof 
^ive  up  the  Lord  Jefus  Ch'rift  ?  '"^  He  anfwered,  «*  By  M  means/' 
and  fpoke  np  more.  The  nlinifter  then  recomrnended  him  td 
Coo  in  prayer,  during  which  he  was  obferved  to  fmile,  and  hii 
^ppy  ijpir^t  took  its  everlafling  flight.. 

Thus  died  the  Vifcount  of  KenttiiMfe,  in  th6  a^th  yeac.of  hi^ 
ag^,  1634,  a  &appy  witnefs  of  the  love  of  God  in  ChrLft  Jefusti 
Skit  in  hinf  We  miy  fee  how  dangerous.it  is  to  leave  thie  great  and 
moft  iitiportaotwork  of  repentance  to  a  dHith&bed.  For  what 
diftreSng  doub!t«,  what  painful  fears  and  bittar  forfow  did  thi4 
great  man  pais  through,  befove  be  found  ait yr^dtd  foikndatloti  to 
DUild  ki«  Jiopc  of  henvea  upots  ^  and  when  the  Lord  ^cipuflj^ 
vifited  hi«^  b^w  eapeediiigly  je^^ou^  be  wa8>  ieft  he  bad.deceived 
himfel^  becaufe  he  had  negle6led  to  turq.'to  Goojn  his  youth^ 
It  k  evident^  thajL  like  a  drowning  man,  he  was  ready  to  catch  at 
<he  fasaJleft  tokep  of  grace,  and  yqt  exceedingly  iearful  thai  he 
Ihould  r^>t  find  that,  which  would  be  a  fufficiei^t  fupport  to  hiiii 
in  a  dyin|;  hour-  How  much  wifcr  are  thiey,  who  confecfal'i 
their  «ar)y  years  to  CoD  ;  and  in  tfa^  tinle  of  health  and  ilrength^ 
IS^k  and  find  the  falyation  wbicli  Chrift'has  purchafed;  fb  mat 
wheQ  death  comes,  they  may  have  nothing  io  do  but  to  die,  ini 
t9  holier  into  the  Joy  ot  their  Lord; 

H<»w  happy  (b«  fok-rowful  ntan,  :    h     .. 

Whole  rorrow  is  feat  from  db^^; 
'  InduIgM  with  a  vMit  of  pain;  \- 

Chaltts'd  by  Omiripotent  Love  I  4,  » 

Tte  Author  of  sril  his  diftrefs,  ;  '^ 

He  cooi^s  by  affiiflsion  to  know;  ,    * 

^nd  GO0  he  in  heaven  fhaii  blelt, 

Thar  evef  h^  fufier'd  below*  ' 


Manii^'riVEtol  the  M^rHonrsr  Missions  to^  the  Cdx^ 
*  TiiffiMf  of  ANTaniCA,-  and  the  West  India  Ulaud^.  * 

The  fibUoadng  Narrative  will  be  acceptable  to  many  of  lOur  Read^ 
'  erSt  not  only  on  account  oi  the  candour  aridveraciiy  evinc64 

ihroo^.  thearhola  of-  it^  but  likewife,  becaufe  it  contains  a 
-:  unrfpiaBouigiHid  aottctir  flajtement  of  imponam  Firfl^,  naU^ive  Co 

*.^.       *  .  -J-  «'  the 
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the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Religion,  particularly  in  the  Weft  Indh'et 
0nd  America.    The  Writer  is  unknowD  to  us.    It  is  copied  froofrv 
^o.  IL  oi  i\st  MiJJionary  Magazine^  publifhed  at  Edinburgh^  for 
Augaft  ^7g6» 

T)  many  who  have  been  eye-witnefles  oJF  the  zealous  exer- 
tions of  the  Metbodift  Society  in  thefe  kingdoms,  in  op* 
poling  tht  torrents  of  vice,'  and  prompting  the  interefts  of  Chrif*- 
^niry,  it  will  no  doubt  appear  ftrange  that  they  have  not  coro^ 
forward  as  a  body,  with  tne  other  denominations  of  Chrifiians, 
who  have  lately  united  together,  for  the  laudable  purpofe  of 
pending  the  Qoipel  to  the  Heathens.  That  it  is  not  from  the 
want  of  their  hearty  concuirence  in  this  deGgn,  the  following 
Narrative  will  afibra  evident  demon  (Iration^l  they  having  aU 
feady  a  confiderable  number  of  Miffionaries,  botn  in  Amec'ica 
-wd  in  the  Weft  Indies,  whom  they,  as  a  body,  have  to  fupporl 
alone*  It  is  our  intention,  in  the  following  account,  to  lay  heme  ^ 
our  readers,,  the  intrance^  p^^^^^f^t  and  prtftnt  JiaU  pi  thofo 
Miifions,  which  we  prefume  will  be  accepuble,  and  which,  we 
hope,  will  hav€  a  tendency  to  excite  the  utmoft  exertions  of 
ihofe  who  have  -engaged  in  fo  benevolent  an  undertaking* 
'  We  proceed  firft  to  give  an  account  of  their  Miffion  to  the 
ipontiaent  of  America. 

.  Some  time  in  the  j^ear  <763>  feveral  perfons,  members  of  Mr, 
Wefley's  fociety,  emigrated  from  England  and  Ireland,  and  ftftt^ed 
fn  various  parts  of  America  ;^  and  fome  few  years  after,  two  loeal 
Preachers  irora  Ireland,  ^Philip  Embury,  and  Robert  Strawbridge,]J 
legan  to  miniller  the  Gofpel  of  Chrifli,  the  one  at  New  York^ 
(he  other  in  Frederic  County  in  Maryland  y  and  had  the  happinefs 
to  fee  their  labours  accompanied  with  the  divine  blefling,  many 
being  converted  to  God,  and  by  them  formed  into  ftcieties; 
About  thb  time,  Mr.  Webb,  a  lieutenant  in  the  army»  preached 
at  New  York  and  Philadelphia  with  great  fuccefs ;  and,  with  the 
afBilance  of  his  friends,  ere£led  a  chapel  in  New  York,  which 
waa  the  firft  belongii^  to  the  Method! ft  Society  in  America.  In- 
duced by  this  (uccefs, 'and  by  an  earneft  defire  for  the  falvation 
of  mankind,  be  [and  other  frieods])  wrote  to  Mr.  Wefley,  earneftly 
importuninff  him.  to  fend  Miflionaries  to  that  contin^t :  In  com* 
pliance  with  which  requeft,  t^fo  Preachers  wjsr^  fent  from  the 
Conference  al^  Leeds,  [viz.  Meifrs.  Boardman,  and  Pillmore,! 
who  landed  at  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1769.  Upon  their  ar- 
rival, they  found  a  fociety  of  about  an  hundred  members,  who 
had  be^  brought  to  ibp  knowledge  of  the  trOihi  throg^b  tbcr 
ejpertions  of  Mr.  Webb  and  thf^  other  bretbiPOii,  The  inhabi- 
tants received  them  with  the  greateft  qordia^lity,  atid  heard  the 
Gofpel  gladly,  as  appeared  from  the  ntimbef  wM  mtended  their 
miniftry.  One  of  thefe  Milfionaries  went  £ooq  after  ibis  tq 
New  York,  when  his  audience  amounted  to  labant  ^^oa  pMb|is« 
The  Oofpri  coRtiimiii|  to  fpre^d,  iq  tbc  y^ar^Tf^  iwa  o^bef 
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mmiflcrs  were  fent,  [MeflVs.  A(bury  and  Wright,}  who,  met  w!tk 
a  fimibr  reception ;  fo  that  in  the  j^ear  177^,  the  Conference 
wa^  iodaced  to  fend  twe  more,  [MefTrs.  Rankin  and  Shadford.] 
At  this  time  they  had  6n  the  continent  about  a  tboufand  mem- 
bers,  Gx  or  feven  of  whom  were  Preachers.  The  Lord  flill  con^ 
tinued  to  fmile  on  their  labours,  fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  about 
foar  years  afterwarcU,  they  had  increafed  their  number  of  itine* 
rant  Preachers  to  forty,  *  and  of  members  to  above  feveh  thou^ 
fand,  be£des  ibme  thoufands  of  Blacks,  whofe  minds  the  Lordt 
opened  to  receive  the  Gofpel,  although  not  vet  united  in  feIlow«> 
Slip.  The  work  of  God  profpered  in  the.hands  qf  thefe  Mif^ 
£onaries  to  an  aftoniOiing  degree.  During  a  quarterly  meeting  at 
a  place  called  Maybery  Chapel,  which  lafted  two  days,  tho 
congregation  being  about  four  thoufand,  fome  hundreds  wer^ 
9walened,  and  it  is  hoped  one  hundred  and  fifty  favingly 
converted. 

In  July  J777,  there  was  a  very  remarkable  fpread  of  Chrif. 
tianity  at  the  town  of  Peterlburgh  in  Virginia,  and  parta  C9ntigMOUf 
thereto ;  in  Amelia  county,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Si^mnier,  eight 
hundred ;  in  Sufiex  county,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred ;  and  10 
the  county  of  Brunrwick»  one  thbufand  eight  hundred,  were  con* 
yeited  to  God,  as  appeared  evident  in  their  confequent  holy  life 
M  converfation.  It  would  exceed  our  limits  to  trace  this  M iffioa 
through  iu  different  ftages,  and  therefore  w,e  Qiall  only  obferve^ 
fhu  me  hand  of  God  continued  with  it  for  good,  as  appears  by 
theprefent  ftate  thereof.  At  the  laft  general  meeting,  held  in 
the  year  17051  it  appeared,  that  the  number  of  itinerant  Preach* 
ers  employed  therein  were  no  lefs  than  four  hundred,  exclufive  of 
many  hundred  local  Preachers  ;  that  the  number  of  White  per« 
fons  in  their  fociety  was  ^1,69^4,  and  of  Blacks  13,814,  amounting 
in  all  to  65,508,  wno  unite  in  clofe  fellowfhip,  exclufive  of  many 
thoufands  vrho  are  rejgular  attendants  on  their  miniilry. 

.  Tbb  ^reat  fpread  of  the  Gofpel  was  not  wholly  confined  ta 
the  continent  of  America ;  it  extended  alfo  to  the  Weft  India 
Iflands.  So  early  as  the  year  1760.  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Efq;  who 
hi  heard  the  Gofpel  in  England,  but  who.  was  then  refidei^  iii 
the  Ifland  pf  Antigua,  began,  to  meet  a  few  people;  in  his  Qwa 
boufe  on  the  Lord's-day,  for  the  purpofe  of  exbiortation  and 
prayer :  His  endeavours  being  countenanced  of  God,  he.  was 
encouraged  to  enlarge  his  fpbere.of  aflion^  and  (thpus^  no  lefi 
It  perfon  than  the  Speaker  in  the  Houfe  of  AfiemblyJ  preached 
fhe  Goljpel  to  the  Blacks,  in  the  midft  of  great  reproach,  till 
Ve  bad  lofmed  a  fociety  of  two  hundred  of  them,  who  at  his 
death  were  left  as  flieep  having  no  fbepherd.  About  Cxtcen 
years  agO|  Mr.  John  Baxter,  a  Shijpwright  in  the  royal  dock  at 

^  p  Scvenl  ClergymcQ  of  tfa^  Church  of  England  went  band  in  haod  with  them 
M  ihat  great  aind  jpod  work.  J 

Chatham, 
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V  ChathMD,  and  a  Local  Preacher  in  the  Mechodift  eonne£lioo^ 

f  ^went  to  thi6  Ifland  to  wwrk  for  his  M^jefly  ipt  the  EngfIKh  har<* 

I  bour;  and  being  conftrained  by  the  love  of  Ciulft;  loon  after 

bis  arrival,  openly  nreacbed  the  gofpel ;    by  %rhich  means  he  eoiw 

leSed  the  featttred  remains  of- Mr.  Gilbert's  labours;  for  fevetl 

or  eight  years,  with  furprifing  afliduity,  b^  walked  through  the 

evening  dews  when  his  daily  work  was   over,   to   tnftrud  fh^ 

Slaves  on  the  Planutiom ;    the  Sabbath  he  (kvoted  intirely  t4 

.  this  labour  of  love,  and  enduring  v«ry  '|reaft  oppofition  and  pef«> 

ftcution,  continued  in  it  till  he  bad  raifed  h  focieiy  of  at  ieaft. 

0ne  thoafand  metttbers,  (the  moft  of  whom  w^e  $hi«kir.) 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1787,  four  Miflxonarfes  failed  from 
Engbhd  foJ-  Nova  Scotia ;  bm  attet  betng'ten  weeks  at  fta,  by  ftreft 
bf  weather,  the  captain  of  the  (hip  was  obliged  to  bear' away  for  thi 
Weft  Indies,  whither  they  now  believed  themfelveis  providentialty 
called.  They  landed  at  Antigua  on  Chriftmas-Day,  '  One  of  thele 
Miifionariefi  ftayed'to  a;Si(t  Mr.  Baxter  in  th^i  Illand.  Under  bis 
sninifiry,  the  work  of  God  flouriflied  excccdin|fly ;  between  tw6  " 
and  three'  thoufand  Blacks  were  united  in  fociety,  together  witli 
fbme  White  perfons.  It  may  tiot  be  improper  here  to  ftate,  that 
the  influence  of  Chriftianity  in  this  Ifland  has  been  fo  evident,  a* 
to  render  military  law,  which  had  been  formerly  enforced  upoti 
feftival  days,  frotti  a  fear  of  an  infurre£lioa  ^f  the  Negroes* 
«rboIly  unneceiTary.  < 

From  Antigua,  th^  other  Miflionaries  proceeded  to  vifit  th^ 
^  Xfland  of  St.  Vincent's ;  and,  in  a  Abort  lime,  united  ffom  four  Ip 
five  hundred  Blacks  in  fociety.  The  third  Ifland  they  Vxfued  wai 
S\.  Chriftophei^*s  ;  the  woi'd  of  God  has  had  mudh  fnccefsMn 
this  Ifland,  there  being  at  prtfent  upwards  of  one  thoufarid  four 
hundred  members,  who  in  general  adorn  the  Chrifiiah  profefTioii 
liy  an  exemplary  condutl.  The  fourth  Ifland  vifited'by  thefe 
MiflionarieS  was  St.  Euftatius;  here  they  met  with  a  vefy  violent 
perfecution  from  the  government ;  the  firft  infranee  fincfe  the  com- 
inencement  of  thSs  great  fpread  of  the  Gofpel,  tn  which  th^ 
government  ol  any  couniry  has  opeftly  and  profcfledly  fup» 
^Md  a  perfeeution.  The  Miflionaries  were  at  iaft  driven  from 
ahia  Ifland  ;  but  the  fruits  of  their  labours  appear  to-  this  day  ^ 
two  hundred  of  tbofe  perfecuted  people  having  united  together 
lor  divine  worftiip,  and  mutual  edification,  altbourgh  deprived  oC 
the  benefit  of  miniflerial  inftru£lion. 

In  tjSS,  feveral  other  Miitionaries  were  fen t  id  the  Weft  Irff 
dies,  to  extend  the  work  the  Lord  had  fo  fignally  begun ;  the^ 
ianded  at  Barbadoes  on  the  9th  of  December,  and  found  the  iiu 
habitants  for  a  time  reluBant  tp  receive  inllrufllon^  and  more 
callous  to  conviflioos  than  thoTe '  of  any*  d(  the  oth^r  Iflands^ 
They  next  vifited  Nevis,  where  they  joined  in  fociety  about  five 
hundred  negroes,  and  have  at  preient  a  bright  prbfpeft  of  more 
<B«^nfivc  ufefnlnefsr    The  ifland  of  ToxtoU  allu  w^s  vifited  thli 

year 
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ye^  b]^  thofe  Miffianariei,  whe^e  there  if  as  a  great  outpouring  of 
ihe  Spirit  of  Goo,  as  well  as^  in  the  Tmall  iflandsadjacenl  there:*- 
to;  ^  thajt  oB^  thoufaad  five  hundred  perfoos  have,  to  all  ap* 
pestraace»  been  tpraed  frpm  dart^f^n  iQ  light. 

In  the  year  ijSpt  the  Miifionaries  went  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
and  bad  the  pleaiure  of  ieetDjj  their  labours  crowned  with  fuc- 
cers^  notwithftanding  the  fpiri(  of  perfecution,  which,  both  at 
that  time  and  &nee,  has  raged  to  an  alarming  degree,  a  fociety 
of  two  hundred  members  has  been  raifed  at  Kinsflon,  and  w« 
hope  will  be  yet  more  abciodajnly  iocreafed.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  vifit  Grenada,  where  they  were  received  with  the 
Seateft  cburtefy,  at«i  formed  a  foaali  fociety  in  St.  Qeorge^s.  At 
ominica  an  at<tempt~was  mad^  with  confiderable  fuccefs;  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Bhcks  were  brought  to^  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth  ;  b|it»  unfortunately  for  that  .ifland,  their  MilBonary, 
through  exceifive  fetigue,  was  feized  with  an  inflammatory  fe- 
ver, which  brought  on  his  death,  and  bis  place  has  not  yet  been 
fupplied.  The  Metbodift  Society  have  at  prefent  in  thefe  iflands, 
twelve  Miflionar^s,  and  S,6j6  members :  it  is  prefnmed,  that 
fheir  fociety  in  thefe  parts  would  have  been  in  i^  much  more 
ilottrifhing  ftate,  if  they  had  not  been  prevented,  by  the  late 
diftarbance^,  from  fending  Miffioziaries  to  fupply  the  place  of 
fome  who  Tiave  fallen  viflims  to  the  yellow  fever. 

There  are  alfo  in  Sierra  Leone^  upon  the  coaft  of  Africa*  fotir 
Wdred   peurfox^  in  conneClion  with  the  .Methodiil  Society,  of  ^ 
vhom  two,  hundred  and  twenty-three  are  B\%c}f^  and  Mulattoes. 

•The  foUowiBg  ftatement  of  the  numbers  in  the  Methodift  Qpn« 
aeftion,  from  the  Minutes  of  the  lafl  CQnfereace,  will  (hew  the 
tuccefs  with  which  the  Lord  has  crowned^.6»cir  labours,  fince  the 
^riod  of  the  eommencement  d  dias  fociety  ift. the  year  i733» 
ip  tb9  prefent  time. 

Total  in  Europe,  90,3.47 

-: --America.     .  65^08 

-r ^  Weft  Indies^  8,656 

.              » ■  Africa,  400 

ifl      ^ll»  164,911 

.  We  underfiand  that  the  Miffion  to  the  Foulah  country,  which 
is  laid  to  have  failed,  was  not  properly  a  Methodift  Miflion; 
ss  the  families  that  went  out  with  Mr.  Macaulay,  withthc  de.- 
figa  to  fettle  00  the  borders  of  that  country,;  were  noi  feut  by 
4c  Methodift  Conference.  They  were  Mechanics,  wl^  had 
beeii  members  of  the  Methodift  Societies  in  England,  fome  of 
^botn  had  oJQSciated  as  Local  Preachers,  and  who  had  been  re* 
^mmended  by  Br.  Coke  to  Mr.  Macaulay.  But  it  Teems  they  bad 
^K  m  rifluly  undierftood  the  engagements  they   had  entered 

into. 
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into,  or  had''nWfti!I^'c6untcd  the  coft.-sM-We^A^  ihfett 

this  note,  left  dny'bf  our  readers,  by  attisichitig  the  cotmx^tt 
idea  to  the  phrafe  Methodijl  MiJ^on^  diould  be  mio  coficlade^ 
that  thofe  perfons  muft  have  been  Miflionaries/ fcrlt  ofut  bytfa^ 
body  of  p^plfr,  ibv  the  exprcfs  purpbfe  of  preaching  to  the 
Heathen :  Whereat,  they  were  neither  Jb  fem«  ^nor  was  their 
Miflion  fo  immediately  to  preaeh,  as  to^fbrm  a  Oirifttah  colony^ 
and  open  a  friendly  intei^courre  with  tbe  iiatires  of  tb«  Foula^ 
country. 

Narrative  of  the  Travels  of  the  GxqivxkokV  .Ciew« 

f  Continued  from  page  3o»  3 

THE  next  day,  at  ebb  tide,  they  all  waded  over  the  fiVer )  and  be'i' 
ing  without  frefli  water,  Colonel.  James  propofed  digging  in  the 
(and,  in  order  to  find  fome.  The  colonel*^  piopolal  was.  carried  into 
execution,  and  attended  with  fuccefs.  Here  alfo,  the  provifions  thef 
had  brought  with  them  being  nearly  expended,  and  the  fatigue  of  tra^ 
veiling  with  the  women  and  children  very,  great,  the  faUers  began  to 
SDurmur ;  and  every  one  feemed  determined  to  take  care  of  hunfelfi, 
Accordingly,  the  captain,  with  Mr.  Logie,  the  firft  mate,  and  his, 
'wife;  Mr.  Beale,  the  third  mate;  Colond  James  and  his  lady;  Mr* 
and  Mr?*  Hofea :  Mr.  Hay,  the  purfer ;  five  of  the  children  ;  Mu 
Newman ;  and  Mr.  NJxon,  the  furgeon,  agreed  to  keep  together,  and, 
travel  on  (lowly  as  before ;  and  many  of  the  feamen,  likewife,  induced 
by  the  great  promifes  made  them  by  Colonel  James,  Mr.  Hofea,  &c« 
were  prevailed  upon  to  flay  bdiind  with  them,  in  order  to  carry  what 
little  provifion  was  left,  and  the  blankets  with  which  they  covered 
ihemfelves  in  the  night*  , 

While  Mr.  Shaw,  the  fecood  mate ;  Mr*  Trotter^  the  fourth ;  Mr» 
Harris,  the  fifth ;  Captain  Talbot  and  his  coxfwain ;  MelTrs.  Williama 
and  Taylor ;  M.  D'Efpincttc,  M.  Olivier,  and  their  fervants  ;  and 
the  ro^mainder  of  the  Seamen,  among  whom  was  Hynes ;  in  all  about 
forty-three,  went  on  before.  A  young  gentleman,'  about  eight  yeara 
of  age,  whofe  name  was  Law,  crying  after  one  of  the  padengers,  it 
was  agreed  to  take  him  with  them,  and  to  carry  him  by  turns,  whciv» 
«ver  he  ihould  be  unable  to  walk* 

This  reparation,  however,  did  not  take  place  without  much  regret 
on  all  fides.  They  had  fhared  together  hitherto  the  difficulties  and  dif* 
treflcs  incident  to  their  fituation,  and  through  thofe,  were  lamilwriaod 
to  each  other;  to  part  therefore  in  a  ftrange  land,  and  almoft  without 
hopes  of  meeting  again,  could  not  be  accomplished,  at  lead  by  the 
more  fufceptible  part,  without  many  pangs* 

The  two  parties  having  come  to  the  foregoing  refolution,  they  no%/, 
iepamted ;  the  fecond  mate  and  his  party  going  on  fir  ft.  But  the  next 
^y,  abput  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  thofe  who  had  left  the  captain'* 
party,  having  been  waiting  all  night  by  the  fide  of  a  river,  for  the  cbh 
tide,  were  overtaken,  and  the  whole  company  once  more  united.  Thi^ 
iinexpeacd  meeting,  tho'  thw  fcparatioa  bad  been -of  fo  fliort  a  coti* 
*  iiauaacfe> 


\ 
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ifiiniaiioe^  iShxAoA  them  alt  great  £itisfii£tion.    It  vm  a  moment  of  thm&i 

EiU  Thfi  inconveniences  that  had  occafioned  their  difunion,  were- 
-  the  pr^nt  fbi^otten;  and  every  heart  glowed  with  unfeigned  af« 
leftioo.  Bdz^  d^us  united,  they  ail  croITed  the  river,  and  travelled 
in  company  together^  lor  the  whole  of  that  day,  and  pdrt  of  the  next. 
The  natives  fometimes  joined  them,  but  contented  themfelves  with  pil« 
fering  fuch  trifies  as  came  in  their  way,  and  running  off  with  them, 
.  They  now  arrived  at  a  Jarge  village,  where  they  found  Trout,  the 
Dutchman,  wkxo  fhewed  them  his  wife  and  child.  He  told  them  that 
this  WIS  his  place  of  reiidence ;  and  again  repeated,  that  the  natives 
would  by  no  means  fuffier  him  to  depart,  even  if  his  inclination  led  him' 
to  return  to  his  own  country.  He  gave  them  further  direftions  re-J 
lative  to  their  journey,  and  informed  them  of  the  names  of  the  places 
they  had  tm  go  through,  with  the  rivers  they  had  to  pafs.  Having 

received  thefe  dire£lions  from  Trout,  to  whom  they  acknowledged 
tfaemfdves  oblig;ed,  the  Grofvenor's  people  proceeded  on  their  journey, 
iMoe  of  the  natives  attending  them ;  who,  however,  departed  as  uiital^ 
when,  it  grew  dufky.  '      '       . 

They  all  fpent  the  following  night  together,  but  finding  in  the  momw 
ing  that  Hmr  provifions  were  expended,  and  oUerving  that  it  was  low 
watgr,  a  party  went  down  to  the  fea  fide,  in  order  to  gather  iheU-fiih, 
and  iiire  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  ilonfiderable  number  of  oyfters, 
Biufdes,  limpets,  &c.  The  beft  oyfters  they  found  at  the  mouth  of 
^e  river,  where  the  dsk  water  was  a  little  tin^ured  by  the  frefhes^ 
Thefe  were  divided  among  the  women,  children,  and  fitk;  for  the' 
tide  coming  in  while  they  were  employed,  they  were  prevented  fronk 
getting  enough  for  every  one.  As  foon  as  the  fifhing  party  was  re- 

turned,  an<l  they  had  enjoyed  their  fcanty  repaft,  they  all  continued 
their  marcb  together ;  and  about  noon  arrived  at  a  fmall  village. 

Here  an  old  man  came  out  with  a  lance  in  his  hand,  which  he  level* 
fed  at  our  people,  making,  at  the  ikmt  time  a  noife  fomewhat  refem. 
bling  the  xeport  of  a  mvfquet*  This  was  fuppofed  to  mean,  that  he  ap« 
preben^ed  they  would  kill  his  cattle;  for  he  inftantly  drove  his^herd 
into  the  Kraal.  A  Kraal  is  a  plot  of  ground  within  a  ring  fence,  into 
which  the  natives  of  this  country,  every  evening,  drive  their  cattl*,  in 
order  to  preTerve  them  from  the  attacks  of  the  wild  beafts.  The  ohl 
nan  did  not  follow  our  pooplcj  but  ibme  other  inhabitants  of  the  vil« 
iagpdid,  and  bchkved  very  HI*  V 

Ot^r  party  all  travelled  on  together^  till  about  4  p*solock,  when  it 
was  ofice  X90re  agped  io  feparate.  The  reafons  which  induced  them  to 
take  this  ftep,  were  thefe ;  Had  thev  remaned  united  in  a  body^  they 
were  not  a  mdt^h  fpr  the  numbers  of  natives  that  in  a  few  hours  coul4 
comedown  upon  theip,  having  fpund  that  they,  were  obliged  to  be 
paQive  even  to  a  few*'  Befid^  by  marphing  in  ibparate  bod^  the|r 
^ou)d  not  be  fo  much  an  objef):  of  jfaloufy  and  fufpicion  to  the  ^tio% 
i^ey'  were  to  pais  through;  and  would  at  any  rate  divide^  thei^  attention* 
And  fuj-ti)er»  when  in  fmatf  parties,  they  could  th^  xfior^  readily  pro** 
eure  iuh&^cp,  .  Iiuluced  py  thpfe  n^ons,  l^w^v^r  di&|recahiQ  it 
might  be  to  part,  after  being  united,  as  they  were,  by  mis^itunc9. 
dity  took  different  couffes,  atut  feparated^i,  ne^er  to  meet  agaii^ 
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The  fccond  majt'i  wriy,  ^  before  ^lunittnited,  being  that  t^  ^ii1| 
Uyhcs  had  ittac^ed  nimfelf,  their  (^loccediiigs  muft  in  future  It  tht»  ! 

.fcbjeft  of  our  citentaon,  as  his  infonnati<wi  could  not  oxtend  bcyofid 
%ii  own  party# 

, .  The  fete  of  the  |ttrty  left  bchiiid,  uemains  to  the  prefent  hour  un* 
inowti }  atid  as  oftdi  is  rccdlcftion  bfitigs  it  to  tlie  memory,  it  cStlnot 
fcut  excite  a  figh  from  every  companionate  brcaft.  But  'v^rhat  are  the 
feeling  of  common  humanity^  1*  the  excit|^tiens  ^CfriesidBhip  6r  »i1^« 
tion !  thcideaof  delicatc^women,  wandering  through  uhfrequt^nted  wilds, 
fubjiBfl;  to  the  rtpinc  and  Jiccntioufiacli  of  unfediihg  lavages}  ^r  of  Licr 
lately  blcffed  with  cafe  and  affluence,  becoming  a  pftsy  to  btogcf,  naked** 
ncis,  and  flaviciy,  what  pangs  muft  the  ff lends  %Ld  relations  of  tlie  un^ 
iappy  wanderers  hourly  experience !  The  OnVy  alleviation  tlfcy  CMtk 
know,  is  the  hope  that  the  kind  hand  of  deitit  has  tekafeditom  thcii* 
accumulated  woes  the  ill-fated  fufferers. 

,  The  purpefed  feparation  having  taken  place,  the  pjrty  to  which 
Bynes  ^donged,  travelled  till  it  was  quite  dark,  when  arriving  at  a 
convenient  place  for  wood  and  water,  they  made  themfelves  a  &e,  ana 
took  their  rcpofe.  The  next  day  they  marched  upwards  of  thirty 
miles;  and  as  they  went  on»  Jaw  a  great  number  of  the  tiative^^  Who 
Jeemed  to  be  inquifitiye  about  who  and  what  they  were,  but  gaVe  them 
BO  moleftation.  When  it  was  almoft  dark  they  came  to  tn  extbifivtf 
"wood,  which  they  were  afraid  to  cntcr^  left  they  fheuid  miftake  thef 
iwjiy,  and  be  incommoded  by,  the  wild  bcafts.  Therefore,  astheyfeund 
water  where  ^t^ey  were,  they  made  a  large  fire,  and  continued  toport 
the  ikirU  of  it  for  the  night.  They  couW,  however,  cnjey  but  littW 
^p;  /or  the  vild  beafts  kept  howling . in  fuch  a  manner,  that  tfaoft' 
who  were  upon  the  watch  were  not  a  little  terrified. 

The  day  folk>wing  they  continued  on  their  march  till  noon,  without 
any  other  food  than  wild  forrcl,  and  fuch  berries  as  they  obfefved  'tiijp 
birds  to  peck  at»  During  the  whole  of  the  way,  they  <fid  hot  iheck' 
ncith  one  of  .the  natives.  They  now  reached  a  point  of  itxJk*  whej«' 
they  got  fheUtfifh ;  and  thus  refreihed^  they  went  on  tili  they  came  ta' 
the  fide  of  ^  large  river,  where  th^  repofed.  The  ncxtmorning  find* 
i9g  the  river  very  Wide  and  deqp,  and.theve  b«ng  fome  of  the  eompan^' 
yho  «>U\d  not  fwim,  they  came  to  a  determination  «o  foUow  the  wind-' 
logs  0^  it  t  in  order  to  look  fr^  a  place  that  was  forthble. 

TBey  marched  for  a  confiderable  time  along  the  banks  of  the  river^' 
ajfxd  id  tbeii?  wfty  paffcd  ihatiy  vj^ages,  but  could  ptoeuie  no  reKef  from 
any  of  the  Inhabitants,  who,  inlftead  of'  affindmg  them  tl^e  teaft  aflifl^' 
ance,  i^media^y  dtove'  their  cattie  into  their  kraaU 

*  After  a  teSmis  journey  lip  the  river,  not  fincEng  it  to  narrow,  as' 
they  exjdfted,  the)r  cam«*  to  Uierefelution  of  cohftrnftirig  ca\aniara6d4 
«f  ftoatmg  ftage^  in  order  to  pals  it.  ^  For  this^purpofe  tHeV  coll^irf 
U^ethcr  all  the  dry  wood  they  could  tiiect  with,  And  lalhing  it  together 
*witk  wdocfci^es  and  their  handkbrchicfs,  they  plapcd  the  tittle  bbyi  * 
brfoiw  fpoked  of  with  thbfe  tvho  dotdd  notfwimi  lipoiilt ;  arid  tbii 
bfing  doiie,'  thofe  who  were  abfc  to  IWitojulhfed  it  a  cr6lS  before  them."* 
^ this >ann^ thfc^ ii^  |^ <^ |k|ei ''^c^vdriyi^ no| i^ ^a^ t^ 
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The^  tioW' ' Adered  thdr'  iioiirfe'  A>wn  that  Hde  of  the  Tiver"  whT^ 
€xf  had  juft  landed'  on,  vA  <Neder  to  get  ohce  more'tp  the  fearfide  td^ 
^dxtaoa  provifions.  It  was  three  days  nnce  they  ]^a4  left  the  fea,  and 
during  all  that  time  they  had  f^aroety  tailed  any  thing  but' water,  and  Vi 
little  wild  Ibrrel }  their  laffitude  and  fittigue,  therefoie  may  be  eafily 
conceived*  .  But  **  heaven  tempers  the  wind  to  the  fliom  lamb ;"  and 
under  the.&ne  pvoteftion.  and  gixidance^  the  unhappy  wanderers,  it 
length,  reached  tiie  fea  Ihore^  The  tide  being  out,  th^  got  j>lenty  df 
Ihell-fini,  and  9fter  their  fptrits  were  refreihedy  they  repoied  their 
)MiQary  limbs. 

They  now  continued  their'  courfe  along  the  fide  of  the  Tea,  or  as  riGSt 
to  it  as  poffible^  and  this  they  did  for  three  or  four  days,  that  thcjr 
might  IKit  be  at  a  lo&  for  proviiions.  The  natives  met  them  fbmeti^^ 
but  fuffered  them  to  pals  unmoleftcd.  The  country  near  the  coafc 
now  begim  to  jbis  v^  woody,  mountainous,  and  defart.  And  thus  it 
contimi^  ntiU»  oa  the  fourth  day,  they  came  to  t  high  mountain,  the 
fide  of  which  was  covtinedVrith  wood,  and  they  were  obliged  to  takb 
this  toutCy  i&  the  rocks  near  the  (hore  rendered  that  way  impalTable* 
In4>rder  to  pais  through  this  wood,  which  appeared  to  be  of  very  con« 
fiderable  extent,  they  began^  thdr  march  ben>re  day  break,  and  entered 
it  iuft  as  tbe  fun  Sffoife :  And  a  mcA  fatiguing  day  this  proved.  They 
had  a  ii^ny  p»th  to  beat^  where  perhaps  the  human  foot  had  never  b^ 
fcre  bepi.imprintfidy  and  as  many  of  the  company  were  bare-le^ed, 
they  were  greatly  incommoded^  Uncertain  which  way  to  proceed; 

they  wcTfs  frequently  obliged  to  climb  the  higheft  df  the  trees,  in  ord^ 
tqk  cxphxnc  their  way ;.  fo  that  night  approadied,  and  they  were  nearly 
£nLing  under  the  fatigue^  before  they  reached  the&mmit  of  the  bilL 

They  now  found  that  they  had  got  through  the  wbod,  and  Were  en* 
terii^  on  4^1  opm  fpaiCidas  plain,  which  lay  before  them,  with  ai  foe 
ftream,  f4  wator  running  through  it.  Here  they  llept  foi*  this  nighf^ 
taking,  care  forft  to  make  an  unufiial  large  fire,  and  keeping  ftri£^  ti^^ch 
and  yfa|c}i^  iJ^  wild  beafts  being  accuftomed  in  their  nocliimal  pib%sr^ 
lings  to  1^0x90 ^ere  for  water ;  which  rendered  the  iituation  of  the  wan- 
derers extretndy  perilous,  f  nd  it  was  with  great  diffici^lty  tfaey  drove 
tkem  off.  When  day  retuaiied,  Hynes  got  upon,  one  of  the  loltieft: 
trees,  in  order  to  difcem  which  Way  the  fea  coaii  tended.  Then  it  iiibsi 
th^t  ^  (omA  they  had  ancrther  wood,  or  a  contknntion  of  the  fame,  tb 
go  through/  before  they  could  defcend  to  the  bottom  of  the  hiUf* 
Halting  ^^  noticed  the  windings  of  the  fea  coaft,  he  came  down  from 
the  tree ;  and  fooix  after  the  party  fet  off,  and  (haped  tbdr  ct^rfe  ta« 
Wards  this  wood^  in  the  beft  xhanner  they  were  able ;  and  they  reachecii 
it  juft  as  the  night  (hut  in,  overcame  wiih  fatigi^e^  At  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter  being  almoft  incredible.  Not  ^  path  was  there  ta^be 
fettfi^  but  fuch  as  the  lions,  tygers,  and  othier  ravenous,  beafts  ha4 
made. 

lligbt  clofiag  in  when  they  arrived  again  on  the  coaft,  the  firft  thing 
they  did.  was  to  make  iires,  but  as  it  was  too  fevere  a  bufineis,  after  the 
to3s  .and  iatigues  of  the  day,  to  forage  for  wood  fufhcient  to  maintain 
three  fires  for  the  whole  night,  which  were  abfolutely  necelTary  for  lb- 
mai^  .P^^^^ »  ^y  divided  tc^  each  man  lus  portion  of  the£re  they 
~     1  makc^  int«  wWjjb,  by  putting  \^  oyftors^  mvifclcs,  &c.  he  got 

i^l  a  '      '  .  them 
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them  0]pen«  Thejr  were  oUiged  t9  have  lecoiirfe  tothisfliethodi;  «t 
there  was  not  a  fingle  knife  beioHfgig  to  the  whole  company ;  the  n^t. 
uvea  having  ftripn^  them  of  every  thing  but  their  cloaths.  On  thi^ 
fpot'they  rq^fed,  nut  foiind  no  water.  * 

The  next  morning  they  purfued  thdr  journey ;  an4  afiout  nooa^ 
found  upon  the  beach  a  icai  whale^  which  had  been  driven  up  by  the 
tide  to  high^water  roaik.  The  iightof  fuch  a  ftoek  of  pioviiions 
afforded  them  no  little  pkafuie.  But  they  were  at  a  lofe  how  to  render 
it  of  any  icrvice,  not  one:  of  the  party  being  pofleflcd  of  an  inftrumenl. 
that  would  cut  it*  Indeed  if  it  had  been  in  their  power  to  cut  it  upr, 
JbiQc  of  them,  though  almoft  famiihed,  would  have  refufed  tapartaka 
.of  it,  tlieii:  ftomachs  naufeating  fuch  food;  while  others,  having  made 
a  fire  upon  it,  dug  out  with  an  oyfter-iheU  the  part  thus  gnUed,  and 
made  a  hearty  meal. 

A  fine  le^d  country  now  prefented  itfdf  inland ;  lipon  fight  of 

which,  fuppoling  that  they  had  got  out  of  the  country  of  the  CafFree% 

^and  had,  reached  the  northermoft  of  the  Dutch  fettlemehts,  foite  6f  the 

.party  thought  it  wbuld  foe  moil  advifeable  to  take  their  roiite  that  way$ 

.while  others  ivere  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  fafer  and  beHer  fUll  ta 

^kecp  near  the  fea*  After  many  arguments  on  the  prc^priety  and  im^ 

.  propriety  of  this  ftep,  it  was  at  length  agreed,,  even  reduced  as  their' 

.number  had  been  by  the  firft  reparation,  once  mfore  to  divide*  -  Mr* 

.Shaw,  the  fourth  mate,  Mr*  Hariis  the  fifth  mate,  MeiTts.- Williams 

atid  Taylor^  Capt.  7'albot,  I&ac  Blair  his  coxfwain,  and  feaxlien  to  the 

number  of  twenty  two,  simong  whom  was  Hynes,  reibhred  tb  proceed 

^land ;  while  the  carpenter,  Uie.  (hip's  ftewam,  the  cooper^  Monfieut 

;P'£tpinette,  M.  Olivier^  and  their  fervants,  with  abe^-  24  leaslen^, 

look  the  fea  fhorc. 

The  party  to  which  Hynes  had  conncSed  himfelf^  (whefe  mute,  as 
before  obierVed^  we  can  alone  purfue)  kxvsckj  a^  th«)^,  intended  inland, 
and  marched  for  .three  days  and  three  ni^s  throi;^)!  afkie  pleafant 
country #    In  thm  route  ihey  £iw  a  gteatt  number  of  krial^  but  they 

*lc  nfa^  te  tietti^  here  to  dcf^^ribe  the'formaad  dre&of  the  fiiift  nation 
ttley  ifad  pafled  throtf^.  Tbe  eoitlplexioti  of  the  nativet  Wat  of  a  dark  copper 
colour,  and  they  had  kqglfll  woolly  hair,  Whfeh  thejr  vrore  drav)n  up  in  the  forrn 
:«l,  a  copei  epoo  the  tap  erf  the  head.  Their  no(ci  were  prominent^  and  they 
wete  well  featured*  la  their  forn»  they  were  fohofi,  and  well  proportioated«.  and 
they  went  quite,  naked*  ex^pt  a  fl^ht  oo^ng  round  the  loini. 

When  they  go  ahupdog^  or  i^n  <he  appcannce  of  had  weather,  they  wear 
the  (kin  of  fome  wild  bead,  a  lion,  tyncr,  :&c*  1*hit  toven  them  hy  Ai^t,  and 
protc£b  them  by  day,  either  from  the  heat  or  die  rain.  If  the  wcatber  ii  hoc^ 
they  wear  the  flun-fide  inwards ;  if  it  rains,  the  hairy  fide.  One  of  their  princi- 
pal qualifications  it,  that  they  are  extremely  fwift  of  foot. 

The  women,  who  aaetlkewife  well  proportioned,  »nd  their  countenances  nol 
•unpleafing,  go  nearly  naked;  'Thie^  Wear  no  manner  ot  cloathing,  except  a 
kind  of  net  round  the  middle.  Their  houfes  are  contiru61ed  of  poles,  ftiiclc  into 
thj;  ground  in  a  eii^lar  form,  and  brought  tbgrstber  atihe  top,  whieliii^eii 
ttiatched  wi^th  feed*  «nd  lon^grafs.      The  bottom  part  it  wattled  Mhoet,  and 


pUifiered  with  cow  dung  within.      In  the  centre  they  di^  a  hole,  about  thice  foet 
ficep,  wherein  they  make  their   (ire;   and  round  this  hole,  the  family,  lyiqg 
their  flciiu,  take  their  lepofi?.      The  conftrufting  of  their  houfet  is  a  woili  la 


oa 


rvhich  the  women  enploy  theitifiheii  whik  the- men  are  eng^ed  in  fiihtog  ^ 
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kmt  alt  defertecU^  >  Nor  lisKi  thcy^  during  the  whole  ika^  ahy'thiiu;  tm 
lubiift  c»i  but  a  few  oyfiers,  which  they  had  brought  with  them  mm 
ithc  &a  coafty-  and  fome  berries  and  wild  forrel,  which  they  gathered  on 
the  way;  Thqr  theretee  thought,  it  moft  adyiieable  to  return  again 
to  theica*(borQ:  which  they  did,  and  by  the  time  they  reached  it,  werer 
in  a^-yety  weak  and  low  condition**  The  tide  happening  to  be.out,  they 
fot  bmc  fliell-fifh  to  allay  their  hunger.  As  tltey  proceeckd  up  ^ 

fieep  hilly  ibon  after -the  late  reparation  had  taken  place,  Capt*  Talbot^ 
^ing  much  fatigued,  fat  down  feveral  times  to  reft  himfelf ;  and  .the 
whole  company  did  the  £une.  But  the  captain  repeating  this^  through 
wearinds,  too  often,  the  reft  went  on,  and  left  him.  His  faithful  fer« 
vant  Blair,  obfeiyin^  His  mafto'  in  this  (ituation,  went  Joackf  and  was 
bbfoved  to  fit  down  by  him  }  but  neither  of  the  two  wei:e  ever  mom 
fbeaorlieardof. 

The  next  day  .tfaey  purfued  their  journey,  and  about  noon  came;  to  a 
finall  riv^r,  where  they  found  two  of  the  carpenter's  party,  who,  noc 
being  able  to  fwim,  had  been  left  behind*^  'JCheir  joy  at  thus  being  * 
overtaken,  and  refcued  from  their  {blitary  lituationi  wa$  very  great ; 
and  much  more  £b  when  promifed  afliftance  in  croffing  the  river. 
Th^  two  n^en  had  been  preferved*  during  the  time  they  were  kit 
alone,  almoft  by  miracle;  tor  while  they  were  on  the  beach  getting 
fhell-fifli,  their  fire  went  out :  and  as  this  was  their  only  prot^on.  in 
the  night,  it  is  a  wonder  how  they  efcaped  being  devoured  by  the  wild 
beafts.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they  were  got  over  the  rxyer^ 
and  they  then  proceeded  together  for  about  four  days.  .  They  came  t<% 
a  river  of  fuch  a  breadth,  that  none  of  the  company  thought  it  prudent 
to  attempt  to  pals  it ;  and  therefore  they  marched  along  the  banks  of  it, 
tm  hopes  of  finding  a  more  pradicable  place.  ^ 

In  this  direftion  they  proceeded,  until  they  came  to  a  village,  where 
they  £tw  the  infide  of  a  watch,  which  they  found  fome  of  the  carpen- 
ter's party  had  exchanged  with  the  inhabitants  for  a  littlp  milk*  Per« 
ceiving  from  this  that  fuch  a  traffick  was  not  unacceptable  Mr.  Shaw 
fhewed  them  the  infide  of  his  watch,  and  offered  them  a  part  of  it  for 
a  calf.  The  offer  appealed  to  be  accepted,  and  the  calf  was  according<» 
ly  driven  into  the  Kraal  to  be  killed ;  but  the  natives  had  no  fooner  got 
what  was  lO  have  been  the  price  of  it  into  their  pgfleilionj  than  they 
withheld  the  <alf,  which  they  immediately  drove  from  the  village. 

Our  people  continued  their  march  along  the  ritter  for  ieveral  days,^ 
and  in  their  way  pafled  many  villages,  without  being  moleded  by  ^he 
natives^  At  length  they  came  to  a  part  wher&they  thought  they  might 
be  able  to  get  over,  lliey  accordingly  fet  about  forming  a  catamarand 
with  all  expedition,  which  they  launched,  and  all*  faMy  palled  the 
river,  except  the  two  men,  whom  they  had  found  by  the  lide  of  the 
other  river,  who  were  fo  terrified,  that  the  raft  was  no  fooner  puftied  from 
the  fhore,  than  they  quitted  their  hold,  and  turned  back,  fo  ^hat  when 
the  party  had  gained  the  oppofite  ihorc,  they  took  a  laft  yievv  of  thefe 
ijnhappy  men,  »wbpxn  they  few  no  more. 

Th^  proceeded  in  a  flanting  dirc6lion,  towards  the  fea  (hore,  which 
they  reached  about  noon,  on  the  third  day.  Here  they  £tept,  but 
ibund  dicmfelvcs  without  the  neceffary  article,  >y'ater.  Next  day,  at 
ihA^  ^^bi^  of  the  tide,  they  got  fome  ihall-fifh ;  and  as  foon  as  they. 

were    . 
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%rcre  refrefiiedy  they  purfued  iheii*  j6Umey«  Iw  the  couric  of  ihttf 
day's  inarch,  they  fell  in  with  a  largo  party  of  the  motives,  MMdl 
Hyncs  thinks  were  named  Mangoniei.  By  thiiTe  they  were  ulei  ^sb^ 
tvemely  ill,  and  from  whtmi)  as  they  werfe  unable  to  make  any  refift^ 
ance,  they  received  many  blows.  In  order  to  zveidt  fuch  tr^traertt^ 
tfaey  all  niu  into  the  wood,  where  tliey  continued  taH  the  fiivages  vrem 
gone,  when  they  re-aiTembled,  and  refumed  their  route. 

Ifhey  had  not  gone  far,  before  they  could  plainly  perceive  imprintec| 
on  the  fend  the  (hape  of  human  feet  ;•  which  they  concluded  were  made 
by  (bme  of  their  late  companions.  With  the  ho]^  of  joining  thenu 
they  followed  their  fuppoted  fdotfteps  for  a  white,  but  at  lei^th.loft 
every  trace  of  thefe  among  the  rocks  and  gra&  Thus  difgppointed. 
Ihey  continued  their  march  till  they  caime  to  another  river,  the  water 
of  which  rofe  to  a  conliderable  height,  but  it  was  not  broad.  tJpoii 
which,  they  inftantly  made  a  fmall  catamarand,  juft  fufficient  to  hold 
their  cloaths,  with  a  few  oyfters,  and  their  firebrands,  and  pufhitig  H 
before*  them  as  they  fwam^  reached  the  oppolite  ihorc  in  fafety^  wher« 
tbfcy  xefied  themfclves,  .  ..  ;.i  .    . 

•  During  the  two  following  asy^  they  met  with  nothing  very'  remarka« 
ble,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  thjcy  overtook  the  party  that  •^ 
bad  feparated  from  them,  headed  by  the  carpenter^  who  ieemed  to  havc( 
fnffered  more  than  they.  Upon  coming  up  to  them  they  l^mt  tha^ 
the  carpenter  had  been  poifoned  by  eating  fome  kind  of  fruit,  through 
hunger,  with,  which  he  was  unacquainted.  And  likewife,  that  the 
two  French  gentlemen,  Meflrs.  D'Efpinette  and  Olivier,  with  their' 
fervant,  being  totally  worn  oUt  by  famirie  and  fatigue,  were  left  behind* 
The  little  boy,  maftcr  Law,  was  ftill  with  them  having  hitherto  borne- 
the  inconveniences  of  fo  long  a  journey,  in  a  moil  miraculous  manner.    . 

The  two  parties  being  thus  once  more  united,  travelled  on  together^ 
and  had  not  proceeded  far,  before  they  came  to  a  fandy  bank,  whcrQ 
they  found  a  couple  of  planks,  in  each  of  which  was  a  fpike  naill 
Elated  with  having  obtained  what  was  now  efleemed  as  valuable  by 
them  as  by  the  Caffrees,  they  iitimediately  fet  fire  to  the  pUnks,  and 
having  taken  out  the  nails,  flatteried  them  betweeti  two  ftones,  and 
fhaped  them  into  fomething  like  knives.  This  was  a  moft  valuable  ac« 
quiiltion  to  men  in  their  (ituation,  and  thofe  felt  happy  who  pofielTe^ 
them*  • 

Sbiiie  way  further,  they  came  to  another  river,  which  they  intended 
immediately  to  crois  ;  but  one  of  the  men  accidentally  turning  up  the 
land,  and  finding  frefli  water,  they  were  induced  by  this  providential 
circumftance  to  pais  the  night  here,  and  croiTed  tl^e  river  the*  next 
morning^ 

It  had  \fecn  their  conflant  pra£lice,  whenever  it  lay  within  theit; 
reach  to  make  for  the  fea  fide,  without  which,  they  mull  long  fincct 
have  been  ftarved.  On  gaining  the'ihore  this  day,  they  were  mofl; 
agreeably  furprifed  to  find  another  dead  whale  left  by  the  tide  pn  tbi 
beich.  But  their  joy  at  this  discovery  was  not  a  little  damped  by  peri 
cerofing  that  they  had  been  obferved  by  a  kirge  party  of  the  natives^  who 
immediately  came  down  upon  tl^cm.  A^  theic  intruder^  were  armedf 
with  Uncca,  they  had  every  r^eftm  to  conclude  t^  their  defigtis  wer« 

4oftil^' 
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(o&al&  The  natives,  luHi^ever,  no  fooner  fiiw  in  ivhat  a  deplofabk 
(ituation  they  were^  and  how  unable  to  Qiakc  any  oppofition,  than  thejiik 
^ndu&ed  themlelves  in  fo  pacific  a  manner  as  to.  difpel  their  fears^ 
Osxt  of  them  even  lent  thofe  who  were  employed  on  the  whale,  hi» 
lapce,  by  the  a0i(tan<;e  of  which,  and  the  two  knives,  they  were: 
eniibled  to  cut  it  jnto  junks :  And  putting  thefe  into  their  bags,  they< 
Durfued  fbcir  way^  till  they  could  find  wood  and  water  to'  dre£s  iu 

[To  he  continued  in  our  i^at/.] 


LETTER      IV.  » 

From  the  Bilhop  of  Landaff  to  Thomas  J^AiVf^ 
£  Concluded  from  page  36.  3 

THE  two  books  of  Samuel  come  next  under  your  review.  You 
proceed  to  fhew  that  thefe  books  were  not  w:ritten  by  Samuel, 
that  they  are  anonymous^  and  thende  you  conclude,  wi^ut  «uthohty« 
1  need  no^  liere  repeat  what  I  have  faid  upon  the  fallacy  of  your  con- 
clufion }  and  as  to  your  proving  that  the  books  were  |iot  written  by 
Samuel,  you  might  have  Ipared  yourfelf  fome  trouble  if  yoir  had  re- 
coileded,  tli^t  it  is  generally  adfliitted,  that  Samuel  did  not  write  any 
part  of  the  Second  book  which  bears  his  name,  and  cmly  a  part  of  the 
nrft«  It  wouldi  indeed,  have  been  an  enquiry  not  undeferving  your 
notice,  in  many  parts  of  your  work,  to  have  examhied  what  was  thm 
opinion .  of  learned  men  relpeding  the  authors  of  the  feveral  books^ 
pe  Bible  ;  you  would  have  founds  that  you  were  in  many  places  fight* 
ing  a  phantom  of  your  own  railing,  and  proving  what  was  genei^ly 
admitted.  Very  little  certainty,  I  think,  can  at  this  time  be  obtitined 
on  this  fubjeiEl :  but  that  you  may  have  fome  knowledge  of  what  has 
been  conjeflured  by  men  of  judgment,  I  will  quote  to  you  a  paffage 
from  Dn  Hartley's  obferyations  on  man*  The  author  himfelf  does  not' 
vpucb  for  the  truth  pf  his  obfervation,  for  he  begins  it  with  ^fuppo- 
fition.  --  ?,*  I  fuppofe  then,  that  the  Pentateuch  confifts  of  ihe  Writing! 
of  Mofefi  put  together  by  Samuel,  with  a  very  few  additions ;  that 
the  books  of  Jo$ua  and  Judges  were,  in  like  manner,  colkdied  by 
him ;  and  the  book  of  Ruth,  with  the  firft  part  of  the  firft  book  of 
^amiiet,  written  by  him ;  that  the  latter  part  of  the  firft  book  of 
Samuel,  and  the  fecond  ^ook,  were  written  by  the  prophets  who  i$ic- 
ceeded  Samuel,  fuppofe  Nathan  and  Gad ;  that  the  books  of  Kings  and 
Phronicles  are  extra^  from  the  records  of  the  fucceeding  prophet^^ 
concerning  their  own  times,  and  from  the  ^public  genealogical  tables^ 
jnade  by  Ezra ;  that  the  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  are  coUe&iont 
of  like  records,  fome  written  by  Ezra  and  JJichcmiah,  and  fome  by 
their  prcdeceffors ;  that  the  book  of  Efther  wa^  writ;ten  by  fome  emi« 
nent  Jew,  in  or  near  the  times  of  the  tranfiftion  there  recorded,  per-. 
Baps  Mordecai ;  the  book  of  Job  by  a  Jew,  of  an  uncertain  time ;  the 
Plalms  by  David,  and  other  pious  perfojis ;  the  books  of  Proverbs  and 
pa^ticl.es  by  Solomon ;  the  book  of  Ecclefiaftes  by  Solomop,  or  perhaps 
by'a  Jew  of  later  times,  fpeaking  in  h^s  perfon^  but  not  with  aa  intent 
tion  to  miike  hiin  pai^  for  the  author  ;  the  prophecies  by  the  prophete 
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ifrhbfe  names  they  bear;    and  the  books  of  the  New  Teftamcnt  by  tji^ 
petfons  to  whom  they  are  usually  afcribcd."  —  I  have  produced  thit 
paifage  to,  you,  not  merely  to  !hew  you  that,  in  a  great  part  of  yp4r 
Work,  yoi|  are  attacking  what  no  perfon  i$  interefted  in  defending; 
lliit'to  tonvince  you,*  that  a  wife  and  good  man,  and  a  firm  believer  ia' 
l^vealed  religion,  for  fuch  was  Dr.  Hartley,  and  no  pricft,  did  pot  re»' 
jeft  the  anonymous  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  as  books  without  autho* 
rity.     1  ihall  not  trouble  either  you  or  myfelf  with  any  more  obferva* 
tions  on  that  head ;  you  may^fcribe  the  two  books  of  Kings,  and  the  two 
books  of  Chronicles,  to  what  authors  you  pjeafe ;  I  am  iati&fied  with 
knowing  that  the  annals  of  the  jewifh  nation  were  written  in  the  tkn« 
of  Samuel,  and,  probably*  in  ^  fucceeding  times,  by  men  of  ability, 
vrho  lived  in  or  near  the  times  of  which  they  write.     Of  the  truth  €ii 
this  oUervation  we  have  abundant  proof,  not  only  from  the  t^mony 
of  Toiephu$^  and  of  the  writers  pf  the  Talmudts,  but  from  the  Ola 
Teftament  itfelf.  I  will  content  myfelf  with  citing  a  few  places—"  NOfT ^ 
flie  a&s  of  David  the  king,  firft  and  tail,  behold  they  are  vhitten  in  tbo 
book  of  Samuel  the  feer,  and  in  the  book  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  in 
the  book  of  Gad  the  feer.*'  t  Chron,  xxix.  29.—  "  Now  the  reft  of  the 
ffts  of  Solomon,  firft  and  laft,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of 
jkathan  the  prophet,  and  in  the  prophecy  of  Ahijahthe  Shilonite,  aof 
in  the  viflons  of  Iddo  the  fecr  ?  '*  2  Chron,  ix.  29.  —  "  Now  the  aflsoT 
Heboboam,  firft  and  laft,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  Shemai^' 
the  prophet,  and  of  Iddo  the  fcer,  concerning  genealogies  ?  **   2  Chron.. 
xii.  15.-*-*'  Now  the  reft  of  thea£ls  of  Jehoihaphact,  firft  and  laft,  be» 
hold  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  Jehu  the  fon  of  Hanani*"  2  Chron* 
*»•  34«   Is  it  poflibic  for  writers  to  give  a  ftronger  evidence  of  their' 
veracity^  th^n  by  referring  their  readers  to  the  books  firom  which  they 
liad  extx^ed  the  materials  of  their  hiftory  ? 

'  **  The  two  books  of  Kings,"  you  fay,  "  are  little  more  than  atl  his- 
tory of  aHaninations,  treachery,  and  war."  That  the  kings  of  Ifrael  and 
Tadah  were  many  of  them  very  wicked  perfons,  is  evident  from  the 
hiftory  which  is  given  of  them  In  the  Bible ;  bufr  it  ought  to  be  re- 
xbcinbered,  that  their  wickednels  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  their  ro* 
I^ion^'^  nor  were  the  people  of  Ifrael  chofeii  to  be  the  people  of  God» 
on  account  of  their  wickednefs ;  nor  was  their  being  chofen,  a  caufe  of 
it.  One  may  wonder,  indeed,  that,  having  experienced  fo  many 
lingular  marks  of  God's  goodnefs  towards  their  nation,  they  did  not  at 
once  became,  and  continue  to  be,  (what,  however,  they  have  lon^ 
been,)  ftrenuous  advocates  for  the  worlhip  of  one  only  Goo,  the  maker 
of  heaven  and  earth*  This  was  the  purpofe  for  which  they  wero 
chofen,  and  this  purpofe  has  been  accomplimed,  For  above  three  and 
twenty  hundred  years  the  Jews  have  uniformly  witnefled  to  all  tho 
nations  of  the  earth  the  umty  of  God,  and  his  abomination  oFidolattry. 
But  as  you  look  upon  ^*  the  appellation  of  the  Jews  being  God's  chofin 
people  as  a  lie^  which  the  prieft^i  and  leaders  of  the  Jews  had  invented 
fo  cover  the  bafenefs  of  their  own  charafters,  and  which  chrifti^x^ 
prxefts,  fometimes  zi  corrupt,  and  often  as  cruel,  have  profefled  to  be- 
lieve," 1  will  plainly  ftate  to  you  the  reaibns  which  induce  me  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  no  Ale,  and  I  hope  they  will  be  fuch  reaibns  as  you  w41 
not  -attribute  cither  to  cruelty  or  corruptioEi, 

To- 
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To  any  one  contemplating  the  univerfality  of  things,  and  the  &bric 
pf  nature,  this  glofec  of  earth,  with  the  men  dwelling  on  it*s  furface, 
wil}  not  appear  (cxclufive  of  the  divinity  of  their  fouU)  of  more  im- 
portance than  4in  hillock  of  ants ;  all  of  which,  fome  with  corn,  fomt 
with  egg$,  fome  without  any  thing,  run  hither  and  thither,  hudling 
about  a  Uttle  heap  of  dufl. '—  This  is  a  thought  of  the  immortal  Bacon ; 
and  it  is  admirably  Etted  to  humble  the  pride  of  philofophyv  attempting 
to  prefcribe  forms  t^  the  proceedings,  and  bounds  to  the  attributes 
of  GoDt       We  may  as.c^fily  circumlcribe  infinity,  as  penetrate  the  fei 
cret  purpolps'  of  the  Almighty.    Thete  are  but  two  ways  by  which 
I  can  acquire  any  knowledge  of  the  natur^of  the  Supreme  Being,— by 
reafon,  and  by  revelation  t    tO  you,  who  rgeft  revelation,  there  is  but 
one.    Now  my  reafon  inform*  me,  that  God  h^  made  a  great  difference 
between  the  kinds  of  animals,  with  rcfpeft  to  their  capacity  of  enjoying 
happinels.     Every  kind  is  perfeft  in  it's  order;   but  if  we  compare 
different  kin4s  together,  one*  will  appdar  to  be  greatly  foperior  to  ano- 
ther.    An  animal,  Which  has  but  one  fenfe,  has  but  Ohe  fource  of  hap^ 
pinefs ;  but  if  it  be  fupplied  with  what  is  fuited  t6  thats  fenfe,  it  enjoys 
all  the  happinefs  oF  ^hich  it  is  capable,'  and  is  in  it's  nature  perfect. 
Other  forts  of  animals,  which  have  two  or  three  fenfes,  and  which  have 
alio  abundant  means  of  gratifying  theof,  enjoy  twice  or  thrice  as  muck 
happinejls  as  thofe  do  which  have  but  one.^     In  the  fame  fott  of  animals 
ther?  is  a  great  cHHerence  amongft  individuals,  one  having  the  fenfes 
more  perfect,  s^d  the  body  lefs  fubjeft  to  dUeafe,  than  ai^otther.    Hence, 
if  I  were  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  divine  goodnels  by  this  ufe  of  my 
reafon,  I  coul^  not  but  jpiy  that  it  was  partial  and  Unequal.  — •'What 
fhall  we  fay  tlien ?  is  God  unjufl  ?    Con  forbid  i  **^  His  goodnefs  may 
be  unequal,  without  i>eing  impcrfeft ;   it  muft  be  eflimatlbd  from  the 
whole,  and  not  from  a  part.      Every  order  of  beings  is  f6  fufHcient  for 
it's  own  h^^ppinefs,  and  fo  conducive  at  the  fame  time  to  the  happinefs 
of  every  other,  that  in  one  view  it  ibems  to  be  made  fok*  itfelf  alone, 
and  in  another  not  for  itfelf  but  for  every  other.     Could  we  compre- 
hend the  whole  of  the  immcnfe  fabric  which  God  hath  formed,  I  am 
perfuaded  that  we  fhould  fee  nothing  but  perfe6lion,   harmony,  and 
beauty,  in  every  part  of  it ;   but  whilft  we  difpute  about  parts,  wb 
negle^  the  whole,  and  difcern  nothing  but  {iippofcd  anomalies  and  de- 
fe&.    The  maker  of  a  watch,  or  the  builder  of  a  (hip,  is  not  to  be 
blamed  becaufe  a  fpe6lator  cannot  difcover  either  the  beauty  or  the  ufe 
of  disjointed  parts.    'And  ihall  we  dare  to  accufe  God  of  injufticc, 
for  not  having  diflributed  the  gifts  of  nature  in  the  fame  degree  to  all 
kinds  of  animals,  when  it  is*  probable  that  this  very  inequality  of  difL 
tribution  may  be  the  mean  of  producing  the  greateft  fum  total  of  hap- 
pinefs to  the  whole  fyftcm  ?  In  exaAly  the  fame  manner  may  we  reafon 
concerning  the  a&  of  God's  efpecial  providence.      If  we  confider  any 
one  aft,  fach  as  that  of  appointing  the  jews  to  be  his  peculiar  people 
as  uncoxmefted  with  every  other,  it  may  appear  to  be  a  partial  difplay 
of  his  goodnefs ;  it  may  excite  doubts  concerning  the  wifdom  or  the 
benignity  of  his  divine  nature.-    But  if  we  conxi^ft  the  hiftory  of  the 
jews  with  that  of  other  nations,  from  the  mofl  remote  antiquity  to  the 
prefcnt  time,  we  fhall  (£fcover  thit  they  were  not  chofen  to  much  for 
their  own  benefit,  or  on  account  of  their  own  merit,  as  for  the  general 
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benefit  of  mankind.  To  the  Egyptians,  Chaldeans,  Grecians,  Romans, 
to  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  they  were  formerly,  and  they  arc  ftill  to 
9II  civilized  nations,  a  beacon  fet  upon  an  hill,  to  warn  them  from 
idolatry,  to  light  them  to  the  fanftuary  of  a  God,  holy,  juft,  and  good. 
Why  fiiould  we  fufpcft  fuch  a  difpenfation  of  being  zlic?  "When  even 
from  the  little  which  we  can  underftand  of  it,  we  fee  that  it  is  founded 
in  wifdom,  carried  on  for  the  general  good,  and  analogous  to  all  that 
reafon  teaches  us  concerning  the  nature  of  God. 

Several  things  you  obferve  are  mentioned  in  the  book  of  the  Kmgs, 
fuch  as  the  drying  up  of  Jeroboam's  hand,  the  afcent  of  Elijah  into 
heaven,  the  deflru£lion  of  the  children  who  mocked  Elifha,  and  the 
refurrcftion  of  a  dead  man: — thefe  circumflances being  mentioned  iii 
the  book  of  Kings,  and  not  mentioned  in  that  of  Chronicles,  is  a  proof 
,  to  you  that  they  are  lies.  I  efteem  it  a  very  erroneous  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  which,  from  the  filence  of  one  author  concerning  a  particular 
cii'^um  (lance;,  iufers  the  want  of  veracity  in  another  who  mentions  it. 
And  ,this  obfervation  is  dill  more  cogent, '  when  applied  to  a  book 
which  is  only  a  fupplement  to,  or  an  abridgment  of,  other  books  :  and 
under  this  dcfcription  the  book  of  Chronicles  has  been  confidered  by  all 
writers.  But  though  you  will  not  believe  the  miracle  of  the  drying  up 
of  Jeroboam's  hand,  what  can  you  fay  to  the  prophecy  which  was  then 
dehvered  concerning  the  future  deftru^lion  of  the  idolatrous  altar  of 
Jeroboam?  The  prophecy  is  thus  written,  1  Kings  xiii.  2.  —  "Be- 
hold, a  child  fhali  be  born  unto  the  houfe  of  David,  Jofiah  by  name, 
ZT\d  upon  thee  (the  altar)  (hall  he  offer  the  priefts  of  the  high  places." 
0^"  Here  is  a  clear  prophecy  ;  the  nantc,  family,  and  office  of  a  par- 
tic  rJUi  perf>n  are  defcribed  in  the  year  975  (according  to  the  Bible 
.chronology)  before  Chrift.  Above  350  years  after  the  delivery  of  the 
prophecy,  you  will  find,  by  confulting'thc  fecond  book  of  Kings, 
(chap,  xxiii.   15,   16.)  this  prophecy  fulfilled  in  all  it's  parts. 

You  make  a  calculation  that  Geijefis  was  not  written  till  800  years 
after  Mofes,  and  that  it  is  of  the  fame  age,  and  you  may  probably 
think  of  the  fame  authority,  as  vEfop's  Fables.  You  give,  what  you 
call  the  cvidenre  r*f  this,  the  air  of  a  demonftration  —  "  It  has  hut  two 
fbgcs  :  —  firft,  the  account  of  the  kings  of  Edom,  mentioned  in  Cenefis, 
is  taker%  from  Chronicles,  and  therefore  the  book  of  Genefiswas  written 
after  the  l^ook  of  Chronicles :  —  fecondly,  the  book  of  Chronicles  was 
not  begun  to  be  written  till  after  Zedekiah,  in  whofe  time  Nebuchad- 
nezzar conquered  Jerufal^m,  588  years  before  Chrift,  and  more  than 
860  after  Moles."  —  Having  anfwered  this  obje6Uon  before,  I  might  be 
excufed  taking  any  more  notice  of  it ;  but  as  you  build  much,  in  this 
place,  upon  the  ftrength  of  your  argument,  I  will  (hew  you  it's  weak- 
nefs,  when  it  is  properly  ftated.  — ^-  A  few  vtrfts  in  the  book  of  Gcnefis 
could  not  be  written  by  Moles ;  therefore  no  part  of  Gencfis  could  be 
written  by  Mofes :  —  a  child  would  deny  your  therefore.  —  Again,  a  few 
verfes  in  the  book  of  Genefis  could  not  be  written  by  Moles,  becaufe 
they  fpeak  of  kings  of  Ifrael,  there  having  been  no  kings  of  Ifrael  in 
the  time  of  Mofes ;  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  written  by  Samuel, 
or  by  Solomon,  or  by  any  other  perfon  who  lived  after  there  were  kings 
in  lirael,  except  by  the  autl^or  of  the  book  of  Chronicles :  —  this  is  alio 
an  illegitimate  inference  from  youc  pofitioa.  —  Again,  a  few  verfes  ia 
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the  book  of  Geneds  arc,  word  for  word,  the  fame  as  a  few  yerfes  in  the 
book  of  Chronicles ; .  therefore  the  author  of  the  book  of  Genefis  muft- 
have  taken  them  from  Chronicles :  —  another  lame  concluAon  !  Why 
might  not  the^  author  of  the  book  of  Chronicle  have  taken  them  f rom- 
Ceneiis,  as  he  has  taken  many  other  genealogies,  fuppoQng' tiiem  to 
have  been  inferted  in  Geneds  by  Samuel  ?  But  where,  you  may  aflc» 
could  Samuel,  or  any  other  perfon,  have  found  the  accouat  of  the. 
kings  of  Edom  ?  Probably,  in  the  public  records  of  the  nation^  which 
were  certainly  as  open  for  infpe£Uon  to  Samuel,  and  the  other  pro^ 
phets,  as  they  were  to  the  author  of  Chronicles.  I  hold  it  needjeis  y> 
employ  more  time  on  the  fubje&  .    ^ 


A  ftort  Account  of  James  Rothwell,  of  Boltem  lii. 
^  Lancafiiire. 

HIS  firft  (lirring  up  to  feck  for  falvation  was  by  hearihg  a 
fermon  in  Bolton  church,  from  a  rainifter  from  Yorkfhire  % 

1  a?n  not  fure  if  it  was  not  the  late  Mr.  Grimfhaw.    The  text  was, 

2  Cor.  V.  17,  "If  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ; 
old  things  are  pafled  away  ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new  .'• 
Thi.<{  was  above  forty  years  ago*  The  difcourfe  made  fuch  an  im« 
preflion*  on  his  mind  that  he  could  not  be  eafy;  he  faw  himfeli 
wretched,  miferable,  blind  and  naked.  Soon  after  Mr,  ^e^^ty 
came  to  Bolton,  and  preached  a^  the  Crofs,  at  which  time  Gob 
gave  Jdimes  an  aflxirance  that  he  was  a  new  creature. 

He  often  faw  the  hand  of  the  Lord  interpofed  in  bis  behalf 
cither  in  preventing  evils,  or  fupporting  him  under  them.  Onc 
night  in  particular,  having  a  few  cows,  his  chief  fuppqrt,  about 
midnight,  a  high  wind  blew  the  barn  down  in  which  his  cows 
were,  and  though  there  were  loads  of  flones  among  them,  yet  not 
one  was  wounded.  He  had  fome  difircultiesin  liie,  and  perhaps 
the  greateft  might  be  in  his  own  family^  in  feeing  them  carelefs 
refpe£ling  the  one  thing  needful ;  an  affliftion  which  will  givo 
unl'peakable  pain  to  a  parent  who  knows  ihe  value  of  eternal 
ihings.  How  tremendous  is  the  idea  of  feeing  thofe,  who  havs 
fprung  from  their  own  bowels,  in  their  fins  at.  the  laft  day;  ^xA 
nothing  but  the  profpefl  of  God*s  eternal  difpleafure  and  ever* 
lading  burnings !  O  may  the  thought  ilrike  deep  upon-  the  un« 
awakened  confcience  intimcl 

1  vlfitcd  our  friend  the  evening  before  he  died,  and  found  him 
exceedingly*  happy  in  Go^  his  Saviour.  I  Bfked  him.  If  the 
fear  of  death  was  gone  i*  He  «n[\Vercd  with  rapture,  "  It  is/' 
••  \Vhat  is  the  ground  of  your  hope?"  ••  TAe  precious  blood  of 
my  dtar  Lord  which  kcjhed'for  me  upon  the  cr  of s,'*  '•You 
have  the  application  of  thai  blood,  that  is,  th^. efficacy  of  it?  upon 
your  cofffcience?  "  '^Ibltfs  God,  I  have,"*  •  As  he  had  mat 
with  fom<5?  bad  treatment,  1  afked,  "  Are  you  at  peace?  with  aii 
mankind  ?  **  "  t)  yes  I  I  tove  all,  and  wijh  them  alt  to  be  huppy,'* 
"      '     --  -  .N2.  .       •..'•...  Tin.- 
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In  prayer,  t  was  giving  thanM  to  OoD  for  his  mercies  towards 
him.;  for  ^/cnfe  of  bis  love  to  his  foul ;  and  that  he  bad  gra* 
cioufly  preferved  him  in.  the  way  fo  many  years  ;  and  that 
having  brought  him  through  ihe  wildernefs,  he  now  gave  him  fa. 
comfortable  a  pforpt:£l.  of.  the  heavenly  Canaan  ;  and  that  he 
had  li^ewife  given  him  fuch  a  fpirit  of  love,  that.be  could  freely, 
forgive  his  enemies:—*"  /  have  none*!  faid  be*  with  a  louA 
v6\€it :  thereby  meaning  that  the  ]ove  of  Cbrift  had  fo  fillrd  his 
Ibht,  that  ht  bad  loft  fight  of  all  his  enemies :  Thus  love  hides  a 
multitude  of  fins.  And  if  it  has  tht^wUeiTed  influence  upon 
the  mindy  while  m  this  houfe  of  clay,  much  more  fo  whea 
mortality  is  fwallowed  ujp  \n  endlefs  lite! 

About:  aiLhoui;  before:  bia  departure,  he  cried  out,  "  O  thai  I 
had  wings  like  a  dove,  I  wamld  fly  to  triy  Lord/'  And  juft  before 
l^e  expired,  he  faid,  **  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  kept  the 
faith  ;  *'  and  then  departed  fo  gently  that  il  was  fcarce  perceivable 
When  he  drew  his  laft  breath. 

Bolton,  Dec.  12,  1794.  T,  Taylor. 


A  view  bf  the  ptincipal  Errors  and  Corruptions  which  brought 
on  the  general  Apoftafy  of  the  Christian  World,  &c. 

[  Continued  from  page  41.  3 

ATTEMPTS  to  make  refinements  upon  Chriflianilf,  are  aU 
ways  found  to  be  of  dangerous  tendency,  and  this  has  ]ike« 
wife  proved  a  fouree  of  inconceivable  corruption.  Chriftis^ity 
rightly  underftood,  is  intended  to  regulate,  to  purify,  to  reftore 
and  improve  human  nature,  not  to  degrade^  or  deftroy  if.  .  Many 
iinder  a  pretence  that  the  abftaining  f^onii  particular  kinds  of  food, 
made  a  man  more  holy  and  acceptable  to  God,  and  fitted  hiixf 
for  greater  attainments  in  heavenly  wifdom  :  they  were  not  fatisfied 
with  that  rMional  an4,  chriftian  temperance,  and  qniverfal  fobriety 
which  tht  gofpcl  requires,  but  went  the  moll  ftiperllilious  lengths, 
inventing  numberlefs  aufterities,  difhononring  the  body,  and  fome« 
times  infli6ling  cruel  punifiiments  upon  it.  From  the  fam^  mo« 
tives,  notwithftanding  that  the  marriage-union  was  ordained  by 
the  Aim  ghty  himfelf  in  Pariidife,  and  pronounced  by  him  to  be 
boriourable.inall  meti,  neverthelefs  they,  prefumed  to  affiim,  that 
it  was  not  only  a  kind  of  d^grada^io|[i,^^but  a  fpecies  of  corruption 
and  even  fornication.  ^The  reader  will  (hortly  find  from  their 
own  declarations,  4bat  they  fometimes  u/ed  fuch  language  in  re- 
viling the  ordinance  o\  God,  af  ca^  fcarce  be  mentioned  without 
horror.  Specious  however  as  t.hefe  things  may  appear  in  the  eyea 
of  fome  men,  they  are  eQiphatic?illy  ftyled  in  fcripture,  do3rincj 
»/  devils*  And  ahough  t^ey  haye^  fometime^  alTumed  an  air 
oi' angle Ue  puriiy,  they  have  neverthelcls,lcd  thoufands  of  de» 
luded  peifo^  into  horrid  pollutions,  and  the  moft^diabolical  un« 

cleannefs. 
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cleanncfi.  It  would  hJlVe  been  bippy  for  the  chriflian  world  if 
ihcy  had  recolleflcd,  tftat.lhc  Spirit  c?cclarfcd  exorefsly  by  St. 
Paul,  that  thofe  Very  meb  who  Qiould  depart  from  the  faith  tb^nif 
felves,  atad  Itit'roducfe  the  general  apoflJify;  'ivould  cffeQ  it  aniotigft 
Other  things  by  —  ^  fpeaking  tiei  in  hypoirify,  by  forbidding  to 
marry,  and  commanding^  to  dr^ftaih  fitom  meats,  which  God  hath 
created  to  be  received  With  thanki^viiij^  of  ibetti  which  believe 
and  know  the  truth.*' 

The  Teftimo'ny  of  St^  Peter  xs  flill  m^rc  exprefs  ;—••  There 
will  be  falfe  teachers  among  you,  faith  the  Venerable  apoflle,  who 
will  bring  In  damnabljs  ^hereHes,  even  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them  :  —  arid  many  (ball  follow  their  j)crniciou$  ways, 
by  reafon*  of  which  the  way  of  truth  (hall  be  evil  fpoken  of."— 7 
Thefe  ungodly,  men  are,  afterwards  particularly  defcribed  as 
•*  walking  after  the  Ueflv,  in  the  luu&  of  uncleaunefe  ;  —  defpiCag 
all  juft  order  and  government ; -7- prefumptuous  and  felf-willed  ; 
fportiug  themfelves  with  their  own  deceiving^ ;  beguiling  unfla* 
ble  fouls ;  having  an'  hesirt  excrcifed  with  covetous  praftices ;  — 
wh«  had  forfakfen  the  right  way,  and  (ov^d  the  wages  of  un- 
righieoufnefs.*'  Neverthelefs  at  the  fame  tinie  maintaining  a  high 
foaring  profeflion  ;  prdmifing  others  liberty,  whilft  they  iheni- 
felves  were  the  vilefi  Qaves  of  fin  and  corruption.  Such  h  the 
difmal  pourtrait  giv^n  us  of  thefe  men  and  their  followers,  by  this 
infpired  Apoftle ;  and  it  h  abundantly  confirmed  by  St.  Jude, 
the  brother  of  James.  He  declares,  that  even  then,  "  certain 
men  had  crept,  unawares,  into  the  cbrifiian  church;  ungodly 
taen,  turning  the  grace  of  Go'D  into  licentioufnefs  ;  delaying  the 
only  Lord  GoD,  and  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  He  teftifies  of 
them,  tlj'at  they  *'  gave  themfelves  over  to  fornication^  and  that 
they  went  after  ftrange  fle(h ;  that  thefe  filthy  dreamers  defpifed 
dominion,  and  fpoke  evil  of  dignities  ;  that  they  were  murmurers, 
compiainers  ;  and  that  their  mouth  fpake  great  fwelling  words  of 
vanity ;  that  they  fejparated  ihemfelves  from  the  faithful,  being 
fenfaal,  not  having  the  fpirit,  and  their  real  chara£ker  and  certaia 
doom  is  ftrikingly  reprefentcd  in  the  |^lowing  figurative  Ian- 
gaigeof  "clouds  Without  water  bprne  Sibout  by  violent  winds; 
trees  whofe  fruit  withered,  being  twice  dead,  ready  to  be  plucked 
up  by  the  roots ;  ragitig  Wives- of  the  Tea,  foaming  out  their  own 
fliame;  wandering  flars,  to  whom  is  referved  the  blacknefs  o£ 
dakfkncfs  for  ever."  Thefe  two  eniftles  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  written  not  I«ng  after  the  year  ot  pur  Lord  60 ;  from  whence 
We  fee  bow  (Irangely  the  myfiery  of  iniquity  was  beginning  eve|^ 
then  to  work. 

When  St.  John,  the  laft  furviving  Apoftle,  wrote  his.  firft 
feneral  W^iftle,  the  adV^rfary  had  acquired  ftil I  greater  boldnefs) 
tor  we  find  thit  a^ed  difciple  patheticalfy  declariog,  that  tb^ 
tpoftary  of  the  'faft  times  was  making  its  appearance,  and  rba*t 
as  it  had  bifctt   Wpfcfsiy  fbrttoW,  ih^t  one   emphaiidally   ftyle* 

the      ' 
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the  great  ,Antichrift,  fliould  come,  fo  even  then  there  were  many 
infedor  Amichrifts  in  the  world.  Soiie  denied  that  Jcfus  Chrift 
ivjas  come  in  the  flefli ;  *  others  denied  both  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  This  epiftle  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  written 
about  the  year  of  our  Lord  90. 

Jrenaeus  informs  us,  "  That  John,  the  difciple  of  our  Lord, 
yrrpte  hi$-g0fpel  with  a  view  to .  root  out  the  errors  that  bad  been 
fown  in  the  minds  of  men  by  Cerinthus,  and  fome  confiderable 
time  before  him,  by  the  Nicolaitans  who  are  a  branch  of  the 
Gnoftics."  And  in  another  place,  haring  bccafion  to  cite  his 
general  epiftles,  he  (ays,  "The  Lord  admonilhed  ns  to  beware 
of  fuch  men,  and  his  difciple  John  has  commanded  us  to  (hun 
them,  •  faying,  "  Many  deceivers  have  gone  forth  into  the  world, 
who  confefs  not  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  come  iri  the  flefh.  This  is  a 
deceiver  and  an  Antichrift.  Look  to  yourfelvcs  that  ye  lofe  not 
thofe  things  which  ye  have  wrought." 

As  we  find  fuch  frequent  mention  made  of  thefe  ungodly  men 
by  the  Apoftles  of  our  Lord,  and  fuch  repeated  warnings  are 
given  us  by  the  Spirit,  to  beware  of  thefe  falfe  Apoftles,  and  de- 
ceitful workers,  who  were  the  more  dangerous  becaufe  they  trans- 
formed themfelves  into  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  whilft  they  were 
bringing  in  damnable  herefies  into  the  church,  and  even  denying 
the  Lord  that  bought  them,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  fome  brief 
account"  of  them  from  the  early  writers  of  the  primitive  church. 
And  if  amonffft  the  errors  of  ancient  times,  we  fhould  find  a 
pourtrait  of  the  corruptions  and  delufions  of  the  moderns,  we 
muft  not  be  furprized;  for  they,  often  fpring  from  one  common 
fource. 

Simon,  the  Magician  of  Samaria,  is  acknowledged  by  all  the 
ancients  to  be  the  farft  great  adverfary  of  the  faith  of  Chrift.  He 
blafphemoufly  flyled  himfelf,  the  mighty  pozocr  of  Gody  and  arro- 
gated divine  honours  to  himfelf ;  be  pra£lifed  forceries  and  en- 
chanttpents ;  and  being  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs  and  in  the  bonds 
of  iniquity,  lived  and  died  a  miferable  fpeflacle  of  horrid  fin  and 
unpardoned  impenitence.  Mad  aod  blafphemous  as  he  was,  he  had 
fome  followers,  but  though  a  daring  enemy,  he  was  by  no  means 
fo  dangerous  as  Cerintbus  and  his  ibllowers,  the  Ebionites,  and 
the  Nicolaitans,  &c.  of  whom  we  proceed  to  give  fome  ac- 
count.    - 

The  general  appellation  given  to  thefe  men  was  that  of  Gnoflicks, 
a  term  which  is  derived  from  the  Greek  language,  (ignifying  men 
•^  knowUdge  and  underjianding.  ^  Indeed  it  wa$  a  common  thing 
with  them  to  boaft  much  of  that  extraordinary  knowledge,  and 
Superior  light  which  they  were  fo  zealous  io  communicating  to  the 
world.  The  words  of  Porphyry  in  the  Life  of  Plotinus  refer  to 
thefe  men,  and  are  to  the  i'ame  effeft,  ••  There  w^re  many,  fays 
he,  who  had  fprung  from  the  anpient  philofophy,  who  deceiving 
^Kbers  and  being  deceived,  pretended  that  Piato  had  not  pene- 
trated 


The  Oppofition  of  the  true  Witneffes  agalnft  Antichrift.    ''^ 

trated  Far  enough  into  the  nature  of  fpiritual  and  intellij^ible 
cffcnces,"  i.  e.  into  the  nature  of  God,  angels,  do&mons,  arid  the 
fouls  of  men,  &c.  This  led  them  into  vain  j'lnglings,  and  oppo- 
fitions  of  fcience  falfely  fo  called. 

Theodoret  judicioufly  divides  thofe  of  the  two  fir  ft  centuries 
into  two  clades,  "  the  firft  comprizing  thofe  who  holdly  intro- 
duced another  C^rcator  of  the  univerfe  than  that  which  the  Scrip- 
ture points  out  to  us,  and.  who  deny  that  there  is  one  glorious 
Principle  of  all  things  ;  affirming  likewife,  that  the  Lord  Jefus 
was  man  in  appeaiance  only,  and  not  in  truth.  The  firft  of  thefe 
was  Simon  the  Magician,  a  Samaritan  ;  the  laft  Manes,  the 
Perfian*  The  fecond  clafs  are  thofe,  who,  indeed  acknowledge 
but  one  principle  of  all  things,  but  at  the  fame  time,  affirm 
that  our  Lord  was  but  a  mere  man,  from  Ebion  down  to  Mar- 
cellus."     In  liis  Ecclefiaftical  Memoiis.     « 

Tillemont  gives  a  general  view  of  them  and  their  principles 
from  Plotinus.  That  Philofopher  informs  us,  •*  that  they  took  all 
their  doftrines  from  Plato,  only  inventing  fome  new  words,  and 
adding  fome  falfehoods  in  order  to  form  a  new  feft,  and  that, 
(among  other  errors  and  impieties,)  they  blafphemed  the  Creator, 
and  condemned  his  works,  but  efpecially  the  union  of  the  foul 
with  the  body  ;  that  they  faid,  that  GoD  takes  care  of  man  only, 
and  not  of  the  reft  of  the  univerfe ;  that  they  had  divers  foolifh 
notions  ahout  the  creation  of  the  world ;  that  they  made  ufe  of 
enchantments  and  magic  ;  that  they  talked  of  lookmg  up  to  GoD, 
but  at  the  fame  time  they  did  not  (peak  of  virtue,  or  of  the  means 
oi'  acquiring  it :"  And  he  intimates,  that  tbo'  they  had  the  name 
of  God  on  their  lips,  they  nevertbelefs  abandoned  themfelvcs  to 
the  dominion  of  their  paflions.  Plotinus  maintains  that  their 
doBrine,  as  well  as  that  of  Epicurus,  was  calculated  only  to 
bring  an  utter  contempt  upon  morality,  and  to  fink  men  into 
the  dregs  of  licenrioulhefs  and  Hbertinifm.  Plotinus  has  not 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  moderauon  or  truth,  as  his  chara£ler 
of  thefe  men  is  abundantly  confirmed  by  the  chriflian  writers 
themfelves. 

The  luxurious  cities  of  the  Lefler  Afia  abounded  with'  idola- 
trous and  eflfeminate  perfons,  corrupted  by  Perfian  manners,  long 
accuftomed  to  all  kinds  of  lewdnefs  and  fenfual  gratifications.  In* 
thefe  fcenes  of  riot  and  prevailing  temptation  the  firft  Herefiarchs 
boldly  made  their  appearance.  The  do£lrine  of  the  Nicolaitans 
was  therefore  peculiarly  adapted  to  thofe  regions  abounding  in 
cainal  and  diffipated  minds.  We  have  fome  accoujiit  of  thefe  men 
(who  abounded  in  the  Lefler  Afia,)  from  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf, 
in  his  epiftle  to  the  church  of  Pergamos*  They  pra£lifed  the 
doQrine  of  Balaam,  who  put  a  fturobling-block  in  the  way  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  by  enticing  them  to  commit  fornication  with  the 
Midianitifii  women,  and  to  join  in  the  obfcene  rites  of  Baal-Peor, 
and  to  cat  the  offerings  of  the  dead.  The  Nicolaitans  purfued  the 
g  fame 


^  LETT  ER. 

iame  a^oininable  praftice  in  the  cbriftlan  cljurcli.  The  Son  of 
God,  therefore,  threatens,  with  awful  and  juft  fcverity,  to  fight 
againft  the  members  of  the  church  of  Pergaraos,  with  the  (harp 
two-edged  fword  of  his  mouih,  uolefs  tfaey  repented*  of  thcfe  »bo* 
Eiinations, 

Glemens  Alexandrinus  char«e«  them  with  praftifing  lewdnefs 
without  a  blu(b  :  and  Irenaeus  affirms,  that  *•  they  lived  in  a  courfe 
of  libertiniffn,  that  they  taught  their  followers  that  to  commit  for« 
nication  and  to  eat  of  things  oflFered.to  idpls  were  matters  of  mere 
indifference. V  AH  which  perfeftly  agrees  with  the  teftimony  of 
Tertullian,  Vitringa  has  folidly .  proved,  that  thefe  men  did 
pot,  as  fome  have  fuppo fed, 'derive  their  name  from  Nicholas, 
pne  of  the  firft  blamelefs  Deacons  in  the  primitive  church  at  Je* 
jufalern;  as  there  is  np  reafon  to  doubt  but  that,  that  holy  man 
lived  and  died  in  the  faith..  He  contends,  that  by  a  figure,,  noi 
uncommon  in  the  prophetic  writings,  their  name  |s  to  be  under- 
flood  in  a  rayftical  fenfe,  fignifying  an  herefy.  by  which  the  people 
pf  Goo  werf  vanquijked  or  overcome.  Indeed,  by  means  of  the 
Kicolaitans,  many  unwary  fpuls  were  drawn  into  fm  and  plunged 
in  depths  of  guilt  and  vaxhty,.  This  they  effe£led  under  the  ^e- 
cjous  pretext  of  afferting  their  chriftian  liberty,  iWhite  at  the  fame 
tjrac,  as  the  Apoftlc  -  declares,  they  became  toe  fervant*  of  fin, 
and  the  flaves  of  their  lulls  and  paffions.  Thus,  by  means  of 
iheir  iippious  an^  hprrlble  doftrine,  they  obfcured  the  luftre  of 
the  .infant  church  of  Chrift,  and  threw  a  ftumbling-block  in  the 
Vidy  of  thoufands*  iVPgi^&in  adds,  that  they  blafphemed  the 
.4ivijae  law,  ana  tha|  Gop  who  was  the  aiithor  of  it  ;    and  dentecji 

5 be  refurrcQioti  of  the  de^d.  T'^rtuUian  afiSrms  that  (hey  qiade 
ight  of  fufiering  for  irightcoufnefs  fake,  alBrtning  that  even 
^artvrdom  was  an  infignihcani  thing:  Thus  rejeQing  the  crof^ 
,of  Chril^,  -f b(J  depriving  themfelves  of  the  benefits  of  our  Lord's 
paflion,   tjxey   ^i  once  funk  down  into  the  arms  of  the  wicked 

.pile.         '   ■   . 

[^To  be  continued  in  the  next^  ] 


LETTER  from  Mifs  T,  T.    to  Mrs.  S.  C. 

Oftober  20,  1781., 

IPefircd  Mrs.  C m  to  read  you  any  part  of  my  Letter  to 
her,  ivhich  fhe  thought  proper,  in  order  that  you  might  b^ 
be  ter  acquainteil  with  the  exercifes  that  at  prefent  affeft  my  mind. 
You  will  bear  with  me,  if  I  proceed  in  relating  fimply,  how  I 
have  been  led  on  fincc  that  time.  A  day  or  two  after  I  wrote  to 
Mrs.  C  ■  m,  the  Lord  again  melted  my  heart ;  Jefus  appeared 
altogether  lovely;  all  within  me  was  given  up  to  Him.  My  only 
wi(h  was  to  be  whatever  he  would  have  ttiCi  Idols,  which  \ 
could  not  before  give  up,  fell  at  his  feet.  Several  texts  of  Scripture 
came  before  me  ;  particularly,   ••  Of  Him  arc  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus^ 


V 


i«fei>x^»G«d**^de:tth^^       ifVaM\  pii^^Siiix>nfaSrs,  and 

'^riRitfeWibft.  artJ  xcdeiriptiort/'"^"  Ktjfoiee  tfeMy,  t)  daoghterbf 

SKtti;-  fliouf,  O  diagbtei'  oF  Jerufdlem  j  brfBld-  thy  King  cbmclh 

Biitd  tife^"  ,&<J.  "lyrfto  7^-that  fear  idy/Jfiiiifc  Ihall  tfac  Sun  of 

'This  ficapic  of  mi43  l^ft.ei  h^  an  hour;  .  Aftenfar4$  iny  oid 
fompfatip^s  {cturnedy  .^A4.?fi^j^  ^  h^dto  .c6fnbat.\yith  t})e;  e^.nur. . 
I^y  ^j^^Xfadp;,  Mfs.T -^>,  blamed  xiie  tor  not  laying  ;holdrjjn 


Mfi^aBU'H*  f^cfin^sfi^cii  ni>e  to  bdtevertfae  promifbf ;  the 
,jiOfil^t:ibc,^f^^jl^9^Ui^m¥M^^At4U  adding,  xhdH  ifae  dkita 
ihi$:{Plinn<9^  whso  fisAki^  fi]^  Jufli&CAtifiin^  She  advired  me  khttt' 
f<H»1^  iH^d^afi;  ,tW  ^mnV^^mi:¥MLtL  for  thcl  fMi«^.  Shf  \iif^* 
wife  eocouraged  ine  by  mentioning  the  cafe^m  the  mail  ivithijio 
^withqpcd  bandj  and^l(J},,^QbXpr»ation-.ofMr.  ^—;—^'a. intone 
jpf^w  ferinphs,  ^'Th^t  if  thA'Jfraelites  tad  continued  ju)  eoobr^ge 
.^  -  ^t.._«^_,_  r-^i-iij  .r  i-^f  • — '  1   '^^  giants,  ^hcy ,  wo»li, fi^S« 

{lenlJrgtii^^qed  ho^^  j^'?- 
gye^t  p^ace,  .inUnnnflh  4^at 

ItllMi, 'w^^reryoybif/'  an  WY^r  rWipq^  "The 

^^3.^^  i#  '^ybm'an  <hall  Wfe  rt»^i|pfpe4>,  lH»d/'    .    Jfnt 


jyijboli 
i*AeT»rdilH»te;  aiMl  liy^hrffcVfe  thkt  thfe  foniol  I'fracl  was  wuh 
aie^aiid  vrotAd  detivfif'thd^  ^i^icVhibfiiinig;;' many  promifes  agaiit 
'tGlt4lUMd{:t9f^f  «ihdv^c<^l»ipadie?t  wi^  temitoandtf  to  ii^kb  the 
kihj[ddla  of  heaven  by  violence.  All^t^is  ddy^notv^^tthftattdi^g 
the  enemy  continuaily^  drove  againft  me»  yet  I  endeavoured  to 
hold  faft  the  promifes.'Md'^riy^  e^nefily  that  they  might  be 
feal^d  upon  my  h^(Cr^d^h^  1  aiij|ht  have  the  witnefs  that  the 
work  was  done  ;'  otberwile  I  told  the  Lord^  I  could  not  Jiand  on$ 
Umfiation.  I  iiadiiliai^^/fyi^oliivigmaems  to^d  on  b^iiffviKg,  and 
to  bght  tbeigdbd  figb^  ^i  faith*  .In.  the  jivtaimgp  the  ^teifaptations 
afla^llted  me  as  vioIem.^^fQVttl'k    .....,,'  > 

Vpu  X^* -W. -«7Vr.  The 

O 


bl«t  (fe^ri^s  ,woi^ib4v<^eWi)e(k.   My  fpiriu  were 


''*gi'irit#;  bttl  at*tlie'pt^Q{tiites.         ,U  i*cAlrred  <o  toelo  fear^h  for^a 

•  ^py-  ofa  tetf^i*  ycni  had  wrotfe'to  BhKhir  R.  '/"^  A'^iSfeS  tqm^- 

•  ?hio^  thCTcittw>)ufd*prdrtme.,  -This  tthpr^"l;^\iWjirf.ina^;b^^ 
"niet  Withbart  pf  d'^Lj^tifer  yoii'had  ortCe  \^rot(5  to  MITT  B.*  **Where* 
r  1^1  you  arfvffe  her/'*^ot  to  let  iiien  or  deVilk  take*hef^irl)ivi;i  Tjfito 
^!**'  her  ,*  not  to  difoufc  wWh  rrien  ;  ^r yeiifoh  with  tlj'e  ^Skm  {  tl^ 
'^*  a«  fhc'hafd  rcdeiVftd^  tW  b?effing*<ifSanai(!catidn'^% 'faith,  it 

"  could  only  be  held  by  faith."  tHls^iJ^oVdl  ib  mi'^'-poffioii- 
f  dropt  from  faf:aveti;  «nd  i  iegttt  if'^^omfik^^i^Tnt  itSm^UAcW. 
/  But  belbre  night  my  old  woirikte^vMMK^j^illid'  afi^.^  MSita* :  K. 
-dxlabiediiic  fordwttiling  :fo  moch^Upl^iJ  my- teibptatidils^.^  'MhotilJ 

ron  Jbeu«r  Yftc[  &id)  if  4  ooMhiudiAlflf^iyngp  itbe  ^LoltfiM  Wlitt 
bad  (bne  for  me»::  ^  ^^:  ,    > '-''    --   •  •  -  ''  •■" ' '  '•'">•-'■-'*   - 


_  ._..,„.  ^_.,, , ief 

•«hal.  <H8  Lord  frobl*  feal  his  promtfo'  dpon  iny  ftqa^  j  that  be 
-%6o!d  j?ive  me- the  '^ritheTs  I  longffet^'fpr;  that' the  itomucs  i^eh 
^^-IttffcrfdtWf ^t6  ehcbiirij^ me  to  go  oa  believing;  diaVHis  cdiiimands 
•--were  aflb^that  Jf  ?night  dHregard  my  cnemies/Wrfdliot  gtve'ovelr 
^«h^^  conflia  tilf  a  ctSn^l^at  viffcory  was  ffatn<ed.  ti  wbiild  atAazb 
Xj^u^ihy  dearth  fiten^,'  Wcelto'chumerlte  all  the  SMpturesthat 
^  ^^lrt^^i>c(Qrcd  upon  fay  mtrid  aft  fuitaBle'ko;D^yftatSe.  They'pfefeot 
•^iH^Mveti  as  qtritic  a$  flg^ning;  ,^4rheit  I  arir  r^^ilf  to  gon^  tfp. 
•  At'diSW  tJihe^;  caqtfotts'tb  Watch^lhtfs  V  Whehthefe  pcbuf,  t 
-'"knoW  b)teatperience  that  c^iiam'dangter.  I$'a|^pifbachiiigl ' '  /  '     . 


woncfetitirmafmcji  to  l^ie^cafiyr^gcM^ 
^o;i  but  jalth0i4  ia.tAeg|^ebe^o>w^^ 
bave'^&tely  tc^        -,   V.,.. 
'J  /  ^fa^  finilhing  tbiVjiHcuer  il  muft  kavc  laADOlfatr  tikno^.XMa 
r.yourV  in^i'^hcft  ofbpndi.    .  i.>jil«/^.i 

The  wisdom  ok  GOD.  '      ' 

WHAT  iW  in  nature's  ttniverfalUdre,^  -   \ 

A{i{Kar  the  ^nModers  of  almighty  powV  t 
PowV  unattended  terror  would  inlfrire,  -  -** 

lAw'd  muft  we  ga2e»  and  comfart]e^jHidnsre^   :  / 


Bin 


But  when  UAr-  Wi$i>OMh y^i if»  thedefigti^  ! * 

The  b^attiy4>i:  file  ¥l^Qferel«l|f$<Uvtne,i      v    r  /      ( 

.1^  .«jj  ^  "   ''■' '     '  '•     ..  i'jjq     •  •      •      "     *'' ' 
Hc»ce4a^ackn9wJfidgfS,h$H^  .,.    ;/ 

And  matter  owns  its  great  difpoler's  laws ; 
Hence  in  a  lhWahd'<ttffeWirffie)fdf  Is  Wobgfit;   '^  ^^. 
Now  fix'd  to  quiet-  iKr^  aHfedfWJ  Aidbglif  V ";  ^'    ^      / 
Hence  liow  the  £dlim^^df;^p^ttesdT;tr 


jf.O  J 


Hence  rifes  harlrilWlJi?^ bA* dr*r  fpfihtt,  •^  ^  1  -  O 
£lfe  had  tbe*Mft  y^iii]f>^kft'chiA^W  '  ^  ^ '^^  ^''^  ' 
Norcrcr  f€JtqtecaiiWto  df^WtsiitftlVyi^f     ^-^  i  ^ 

See,  how  airoci8l»'Vo«ii4'iharcentral  fun^ 
Their  faithful  rings  the  cycling  pUjicts  mn;  .    •>     ,| 

U5fl    Stflt  equi-dirfant.  never  yet  too  neir,      ^ '      -'     .     '•  *      '^ 
.d  Exa^Jy  ifBciiig  their  appointed  fj^bere/'  r^^.i-'-   ^  la 
Mark  how  the,  mooii^oar  flying  orb  piirfa^^    -r    ^ 
While  frolti  ih^fuo  her  monthly.  Vg^t  renews  *  r\ 
Breathes  her  vfrf^c  mfhience  on  thq  world  bclow^*  -y 
And  bids  the  lide*  alternate  ebb  and  flo^^  ,|;'  p 

Vjew  Ifow  in  cdut^t  the  con  Rant  (eafons  rife,  '['^i 
D^ftiffe  thi  earth,  or  beautify  I  he  i^  r 

Firff;  Sprfiig  ady^ndng,  with  her  flowVy  train; 
Next,  Summer's  band,  that  fpreads  the  fylvaa  fcenqj 
Then  Autumo,  with  her  ye^o^tf  harvefts  crown'dj;. 
And  tremblinj^  Winter  clofe  ihq  annual  round,  n     r 
The  vcfg^We  tribes  dBfervant  trace,  ,    .  .  v 

From  th^  Ulio^sitiojhc  creeping  gnif$ :  ,  ,^7  /  ;, 
The  chain  qf  anJtpated  bdngs  fcafc,  - ,; .  ! ,. }? ^ 
From  the  fma|T  leptifelto  th'  enormoiu  wWefV^  ?f  > 


Eternal  Wffdom  ftWe.  conFefsM  the  fame  ; 
As  Jiwj)er  brphs  to  the  leaft  affign'd,  .;  c» 

A«  proper  iheani  to  pn^agate  the  kind,  /'   '  J 

Ai  5«K  *i  Rriiattfe.  dnd  as  wife  the  plan^  '7 

As  m  iHs  lord  of  #ll--t  dcbitiijg  map!       / .  \  ]     /^ 

Hbttte,-  l«9>hiiig  creJiture,  thy  diflinftipn  fin4* ' 
Nor  longer  to  the  ways  of  Heav'h  be  bh^nd*  > ; 

Wifdolf  fi  otftw^ri^  heauiy  ftrikes  the  mind;     1  ^    t 
But  ottt#ardbcani^points^a  chirm  behind.       '  ^7; 
What  giTibithe  earA,  the  aibbiei^t  air,  or  few,  *  V   ( 
The  plaifT,  the  riter,  or  the  woofd  to  pleafe  ? 
Oh  fw,  in  whom  does  beauty's  felf  refide. 
The  Beautifier,  or  the  beautified  ? 
There  dwells  the  Godhead  in  the  bright  difguife. 
Beyond  the  ken  of  all  created  eyes; 


His 


^«4  PO  E^liftl^.   ' 

His  worbiiViricrd  Atd^alllei^ibn' Adf; 
His  works  (furpitGlig  llioii|^t4>  the  falser. i^U  -    " 
Too  weak  our  fighi  to  pierce  the.  radiant  clo^d. 
Where  ^I^Meiik'flime^'u)  itt%er  cBannsiTo^*  ^  ^ 

O  gpoiottf  Gpp,  fmripoumtwA  wjfa 

UaerringLoi^r^  W^^of  Aftfticij;  >   i     .        . 
All-condpfcij^  :     f 

Onebciirpf  t%,^f}i^ftf9^  U^jinMlil 

Ogramim)$^*$)iM>»(rrrWia)lAii0«^   .)  :./! 

On  feeing  a  \vg^'6iikj^^:u^  i^]ffpc^  1^  X4Mi«;  ticar 
XiME-KiLNS,  iaC^^^iiMiLj^,  (Vhiimi^^^M^$^^fg/^^ 

AWA<SB  ye  fiiitiars  f  1ieiir,'4ii.  wfel  >q4^     ^     / 
,  'And  pro ftme  fall  bpFore  a  ^ ttiwi^i^g  Xlob  ^.  » 
Yoirf'Tins  proi^oiye  him,  kindled  is  J^jir^^j  ^j,  [J 

The  finner^s  CoD  IJ  a  ^^'i/^^'^^  J5^f/n,\wcd  v*...  ' 
He  fpake  from  he^v'fx  f  how  fokmn  wif  ^  ffJ^W^ 
While  livid  liglitilin^i  fjafbj  and  ftiyc^  tt^  fflg'^i^ 
In  rafti'ling  thun/?^4^he,icrn,fit  rpojc^i     ., .    p    *♦      -^ 
^Hlspowerftii  vaite^dettro>'tI  (he  i^^raypjal^A  •  • .  1' 

DHfciinkd  qf  = ■-*-  '*-  '■-^'  — '^—^ 

In  ftirter*dfrii 

Yc  LinU'Kiln^ 

To  leave  yodt'' 

Before  h^v'ns  pwrtures^^  Sf^^^P%\ 

Or  juflrceii^fad'iyii  bvemKetaIng  ^iVl  r  *♦  j)  m  it 

That  bdrries'^bwh  yWtouU,t6e;^^^^  .  ,  _ 

Where  demoti^  jlio^^   a^d  .mcjcljeflj  fcm^  ^J^WR.-  A 

Where  thoFd  wpo'^i^  j<){|a!p;,m,|yFijL 

Can't  havie  one  dt6g*4D*Q9Qj.  tRcir  Ic^pSi^^ 

See  nature's  pfkfet;^'pV^hui»ble<^^    ihp^^uJW:^  .  A 

Renounce  yocfrto^s^jaji?  \n  ;^he.  S^rfW.ijQijjL  tn»(l|/s. 

Your  SaVi^PR  veu  :\?  Joji'iM^  i^         *i?>4,;  ,a 

Hc*ll  be  yourlhefteip  from  the  Itonny  wind; 

Hide  jfouijpcure  tilUifc'5.fiei;jEe4CJTOftft*s^ 

Andr  you  ihe.  hav^n.ft^W.bbtain  4f  li^n^A  i    ;..»l   cM 

Where  f^oMS  kr\d  ,hujr j^q^cj  po ,  .n^pe,  flfi fili^L  .  \  / 

Nor  thutia^s  .r^ar^^poj  forked. llgfrjflipgilUQi,^  .   ^ 

Where  eterv  fe^ri^n*  jfcqg^r  flee.,ajw*iyr  ^    .     ..v/ 

And  ar<p>  fl^pfci  (Qif;\^  ufi,Qap  ft^al  .4^,-    ^  •    ; 

,,  \>.  \  '.'•  «       .-»  .    'i*      .;  ill  '         ^ 
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The  Life  of  the  Rev.  RICHARD  CAMERON. 

MR.  CAMERON  was  bom  at  Falkland  in  the  Shire  of  Fyfe, 
his  father,  being  a  Merchant  in  that  town.  After  he  had 
pafled  through  his  couffe  of  Iear;iing,  he  was  for  fome  time  a 
ochoolmafter,  and  Precentor  to  the  Curate,  of  Falkland,  being  at 
firft  of  the  Epifcopal  perfuaBon.  But  afterwards  he  went  to  hear 
the  per fecuted  Minifiers  in, the  fields;  which  when  the  Curates 
underftpod.  they  fet. upon; him,  panly.by  flattery,,  and  partly  by 
threats,  and  at  laft  by  dire£l  pqrfecution,  tp  make  him  forfake 
thole  xaeetings.    But  their  efforts  were  ]nefie£lual. 

Upon  leaving  Falkland,  he,  lived  in  the  family  of  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  of  Harden.  During  his  reGdence.  in  this  family  he  em- 
ployed a.  great  part- of  .the  Lord's-day  in  fet:ret  prayer  in  his 
chamber,  and  was  favoured  with  the  Lord's  prefeqce,  who  dif- 
covered  to  hin\  the  nature  of  many  temptatioipis  of  Satan,  by 
which  he  had  been  in  great  danger  of  falling.  Finding  his  fer- 
vice  not  acceptable  in- the.  family,  he  went  jto- the  South,  where 
he  met  with  Mr,  John  Walfli,  who  finding  Mr.  Cameron  to  be  a 
man  every  way  qualified  for  the  miniftry,  advifed  him  to  accept  a 
liceace  to  preach,  which  for  fome  time  he'  refufed.  But  upon 
Mr,  Walfli's  anfwering  all  his  obje'flions,  be  received  a  licence 
from  thofe  mini fiers,  who  being  turned  out  of  the  church,  were 
compelled  to  preach  in  the  fields. 

Mr.  Cameron  was  appointed  to  preach  in  Annandale,  but  at 
firft  difcovered  fome  degree  of  relu£bnce  to  go  among  that  people 
on  account  of  their  notorious  wickedxiefs.  However  he  went 
and  bis  labours  were  blefled  to  the  convi£lioh  and  converfion  of 
many  finners.  -  After  this  he  preached  in  conneftion  with  Mr* 
WaMh,  uBtilt  the  year  1679  ;  when  he  and  Mr.  Wellwood  were 
called  to  Edinburgh,  to  anfwer  for  the  freedom  and  faithfulnefs 
which  they  exercifed  in  preaching.  Afterwards  Mr.  Cameron 
preached  in  Maybole,  where  many  thoufands  were  afl^mbled  to- 
gether, it  being  the  firft  time  that  the  Lord's-fupper  was  difpenfed 
ia  the  fields.  Here  he  ufed  yet  greater  freedom  in- teftifying 
agaioft  all  finful  compliances,  for  which  he  was  called  before  a 
meeungof  miniftersin  Galloway ;  and  a  little  after  before  the  pref- 
bytery  at  Sundewal.  This  was  the  third  time  that  they  threatened 
to  take  away  his  licence. from  him.  At  this  meeting  they  pre* 
Vailed  upon  him  to  promife,  that  for  a  time  he  would  forbear  fuch 
an  explicit  way  of  delivering  his  feutiments  againft  the  reigning 
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vices  of  tfaat  age ;  which  promife  lay  very  b^avy  upofl  his  nuiid 
afterwards ;  and  being  greatly  dejefied  on  that  account,  be  went 
over  into  Holland^  where  he  converfed  with  Mr.  M*c  Ward^  and 
Qther  of  the  Scotcb  mitiifient  Who  for  their  faithfalnefs  were 
baniDied  from  their^  own  country.  In  his  private  converfatioo 
aind  exerciTe  in  families,  but  more  efpecially  in  his  public  preach* 
ing  at  Rotterdam,  he  was  made  a  bleffing  to  many  fouls. 

After  fome  day  at  Rotterdam,  Mr.  M*c  Ward  faid  to  him» 
**  Richard,  the  public  ftandard  is  fallen  in  Scotland,  and  if  I 
**  know  any  thing  of  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  you  are  called  ta 
**  undergo  that  trial  before  us ;  therefore  return  home  and  lift  up^ 
'*  the  fallen  ftandard,  and  difplay  it  publicly  before  the  world. 
*«  But  before  you  put  your  hand  to  it,  you  muft  vifit  as  many  of 
**  the  fieid-minifters  as  you  can  find,  and  heartily  invite  them  to 
**  unite  with  you ;  and  if  they  will  not,  then  go  alone,  and  the 
••  Lord  will  go  along  with  you." 

Accordingly  he'  was  ordained  by  Mr.  M'c  Ward,  and  three 
other  minifters.  Mr.  M*c  Ward,  while  his  hand»  were  on  Mr» 
Caiberon's  heid,  faid,  ••  Behold,  all  ye  who  are  here  prefent ; 
*'  here  is  the  head  of  a  faithful  minifier  and  fervant  of  the  Lorcf 
••  Jcfiis  Chrift,  who  will  lofe  his  head  in  his  Mafter'a  fervice, 
'*  and  it  will  be  fet  up  before  the  Sun  and  Moon^  in  the  view  of 
«*  the  worlds" 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  i6do,  Mr.  Cameron  returned  f 
Scotland.  He  (pent  fome  time  in  going  from  one  minifter  to 
another,  of  thofe  who  formerly  preached  the  ^fpel  in  the  fields, 
but  it  was  all  labour  lofi,  for  the  perfecutton  was  then  fo  ex« 
ceediog  hot  agaisft  all  of  that  defcription,  that  none  among  them, 
durfi  venture,  except  Mn  Cargil,  and  Mr.  Doudas,  who  came 
together  and  kept  a  public  Faft-day  at  Darmeidmure,  between 
Clydefdale  and  Lothian.  After  feveni  meetings  among  tbemfelves, 
for  forming  a  public  declaration  and  tefiimony,  at  laft  they  agreed 
,  upon  one,  which  they  publilhed  at  the  Market-Crofs  of  Sanquahar. 
They  were  then  obliged  to  feparate  one  from  another,  and  to  go 
to  diiferent  corners  of  the  land,  not  only  on  the  urgent  neceffity 
of  the  people,  who  were  in  a  fiarving  condition  with  refee8  to 
faithful  preaching,  but  alfo  on  account  of  the  indefatigable  la- 
bour taken  by  the  enemy,  who  for  the  encouragement  of  that  vile 
face  of  men,  the  informers,  had  offered  a  very  co'nfiderable  re* 
ward  for  apprehending  any  of  the  minifters. 

After  parting,  Mr.  Cameron  went  into  New«Monk1and,  wher^ 
he  had  a  comforuble  day,  while  preachings  from  Ifaiah  xxxii.  a. 
^  A  man  fhall  be  as  an  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert 
••  from  the  tcrapeft.'*  In  his  preface  he  faid,  *•  I  am  fully  afltired 
«•  that  the  Lord,  in  mercy  to  this  church  and  nation,  will  fweep 
*•  the  throne  of  Britain  of  that  unhappy  race  of  the  name  of 
••  Stuart,  for  their  treachery,  tyraimy,  and  lewdnefs,  but  efpecially 
^*  for  their  ufurping  the  royal  prerogatiTCf  o£  Chrift ;   And  this  I 
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^  am  aa  well  aflure  j  of*  as  that  thefe  hands  are  upon  this  cloth  ; 
**  yea,  and  more  fure,  for  I  have  that  by  fenfe,  but  the  other  by 
-faith." 

When  he  preached  at  Comnock,  be  was  much  oppofed  by  the 
Uhds  of  JLogan  and  Horfeciotigh,  who  reprefented  him  as  a  Jefuit 
and  a  vile  wicked  man.  Yet  fome  of  the  people  who  retained 
their  former  faithfulnefs*  gave  him  a  call  to  preach  in  that  parilh. 
He  exhorted  the  people  to  confider.  that  they  were  in  the  prefence 
of  an  holy  God,  and  that  all  of  them  were  haflening  to  an  endlefs 
ftate  of  happinefs  or  mifery.  One  Andrew  Dalziel,  a  debauchee, 
who  was  in  the  houfe,  (itleing  a  ftormy  davj  cried  out,  "  Sir^ 
**  we  neither  know  you  nor  your  God."  Mr.  Cameron,  after 
-mufing  a  little,  faid,  '*  You,  aifid  all  who  do  not  know  my  God  in 
**  mercy,  ihall  know  him  in  his  judgments,  which  will  be  fudden 
^*  and  Airprlfing  upon  you  in  a  few  days.  And  I,  as  a  fent  fer« 
*'  vant^of  Jefus  Chrift,  whofe  commiffion  I  bear,  and  whofe  badge 
*'  I  wear  upon  my  breaft,  now  give  you  warning,  and  leave  you 
*'  to  the  ju&ice  of  God."  In  a  few  days  after,  the  faid  Dal. 
ziel,  being  in  ptrfcQ.  health,  took  his  breakfaft  as  ufual ;  but  be« 
lore  he  role  from  the  table,  a  large  quantity  of  blood  flowed  out 
of  his  mouth,  and  he  died  in  a  moft  frightful  manner.  This  cir- 
<umftance,  together  with  the  prefence  and  power  of  the  Lord 
going  along  with  the  word  preached  by  him,  made  the  two  lairds 
^fore  mentioned)  defire  a  conference  with  him ;  which  he  readily 
agreed  to.  After  which,  they  were  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that 
they  had  been  very  unjuftly  prejudiced  againft  him,  and  there- 
fore begged  his  pardon.  He  anfweredi  '*  from  my  heart  I  forgive 
**  you  the  wrongs  which  yon  have  done  to  me  :  but  aa  for  what 
/»  you  have  done  againft  the  intereft  of  Chrift,  it  is  not  my  part 
^  to  forgive ;  but  I  am  perfnaded,  that  you  will  be  remarkably 
"  puniOicd  for  it."  To  the  laird  of  Lopn  he  faid.  *'  You  fliall 
••  be  written  childlefs;"  an?  to  the  laira  of  Horfeclough,  **-You 
**  will  fufier  fay  burning : "  both  of  which  came  to  pafs. 

On  the  4th  of  July  following  (being  eighteen  days  before  his 
death,)  he  preached  near  Comiiopk.  In 'his  preface  he^  faid, 
*'  There  are  a  few  things  Which  I  have  to  tell  you  this  day,  and  I 
"  muft  not  omit  them,  becaufe  the  enemy  will  make  a  bredkfaft 
*'  of  me  in  a  few  days,  and  then  my  life  and  my  work  will  be 
**  fini(hed  together.  And  the  firft  is  this^  As  for  Charles  Ih  who 
**  is  now  upon  the  throne  of  Briuin,  the  Iiord  hath  (hewed  me 
**  that  after  him  tl^re  (hall  not  be  a  crowned  king  in  Scotland  of 
**  the  name  of  Stuart*  You  will  be  blefled  with  a  proper  Refor. 
**  mation  in  Scotland ;  and  let  not  thofe  who  ftand  to  their  tefii* 
^  mony  in  that  day,  be  difc#uraged  at  the  fewnefs  of  their  num« 
**  her;  for  when  Chrift  fliall  come  to  raife  up  his  own  work,  he 
^*  will  not  want  a  fufficient  number  of  men  for  that  purpofe.*' 

The  week  following  he  preached  in  the  parifli  of  Carlake,  upon  • 
th^  words  of  Ifaiah  xlix.  04.  "  Shall  the  prey  be  taken  from  thii 
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mighty,  or  the  lawful  captive  be  delivered/' &c^     In  the  nfidH!^  ' 
of '  his  feririon  he  wept' much,  as  didlikewife  the  people,  ^fo'tliat  ^ 
few  dry  cheeks  were  to  be  feen  fimonff  them.     After  this,  he" 
generally  kept  his  cliambfer  door  Idcked  all  the  day.    The  good 
woman  of  the  houfe  where  he  lodged^,  being  greatly  concierned  oh' 
his^  account,  forced  the  door  open  oiie  day,  and  found  him  in  Aeepj 
diftrefs.      She  earneftly  defifed  to  kftoW  what  was  the  matter  witH* 
him  ?    He  anfwered,  **  That  weart  promife  whicb  I  made  to'  thole  . 
**  minifters,  not  to  be  fo  plain  and  pointed  in  my  preaching  againlt 
■  *  the  fins  of  the  times,  lies  hea^y  upon  me ;    and  for  which  my 
^*  carcafe  fliall  dung  the  wilderttefs  before  it  fee  long."      Being 
now  near  his  end,  ^he  had  fo  large  ati  earneft  of  the  Spirk,  that 
his  fout  was.  fitted  with'  longing  defirfe  for  full  poffeffioft  of  th€r 
heavenly  inheritance;     He  feldom  prayed  in  a  family,. afked  A 
bleffirig,  or  ga^e  thanks  at  meals,  but  he*  re^Uefted  patience  td 
wait  till  the  Lord  (hbald  fee  good  to  take  him  to  his  reward  ;  fd 
much  of  heaven  did  the  Lord  favour  his  faithful  fervant  With,' 
while  futfering  for  his  fake  in  this  vale  of  tears. 

The  laft  Sabbafh^  .he7pr«a<;h^,a.lpng  with  his  faitliful  friend 
Mr*  Cargil,  in  Clydefdale,  6n\.Pf^!m  xlyi.  jq,  "Be  ftill  ani. 
**  know  that  I  am, God."  That^day  he  fai4,  *-?  I  am  fure  thai  the 
**'Lord  will  lift  up  a  flandard  agai|ift  Ajuticl^rift,  that  will  go  to 
••  the  gates  of  Rome  ^nd  burn.it  svith/fije,  and  that  B/ood  wfll  be 
•*  their  fign,  and  No  yi^/ir/rfr, —^  their  word."  '  On  the  Thurf* 
day  after,  (July  ^a,)  being  in.,  the*  houfe  <?f- William  Mitchel  of 
Mqadow«Head,  near  ^yre,;  wljere  about  twenty-three,  horfcmen 
sind  .forty  foot  had  continued  \f,iteb/hin^  tbs^t  w,eek,  ^  he  was  wafii-.. 
ing  his  bands  add  face,  be  looked  ai^  his.  bands  and  (aid, .  ','  This  i% 
•'  their  lafl  wafliing  ;  I  had  need  make  them  clean  ;  for  the^e  are 
•*  many  to  fee  the«p."  At  tbis  the  good  woman  pf  the  houfe 
wept.  He  faid  to  her,  ••  Weep  not  for  me.  but  for  yourfelf  and 
*^  yours,  and  fof  tjb^.  fins  ,of  p.  fipft^l  lano ;.  for  you  have  many. 
**  melancholy,  forrowful^  and  weary  day^  before,  you."  .... 

►  The  men  who  were  with  him  werie-irtifome' doubt  whether  they 
Aioutd  remain  together  ^nd  ftand  in  theif  own  defence,  or  difperli* 
and  fhift  for  themfelves.  But  they  wcrfe  furprifed  by  Mr.  Bruce 
of  Earls-Hall  ;  who  having  got  com matid  of  a  body  of  foldiers, 
came  furioufly  upon  tbein  al  four  o*clocJk  in  the  afternoon,  at  the 
caft  end  of  Airs-Mofs.  When  they  faw  thfe  enemy's  approach; 
and  no  poffibility  of  tffcapin^,  they  all  gathered  round  Mr.  Ca- 
meron, while  he  prayed  for  a  Qiort  time.  •  In  his  prayer  he  ufed 
this  cxpreffion  three  tiihes  over,  "  Lord^  Jp^^^  ^ke  green^  and  take 
••  the  ripe'*  When  he  had  done,  he  faid  to  his  brother  with 
great  couragej  ••  Come,  let  us  fight  it  out  tp  the  laft ;  for  this  li 
•*  the  day  which  I  hav6  longed  for,  and  the  day  that  I  have  prayecl 
•*  for,  to  die  fighting  againft  the  Lord>  avowed  enemies  :  this  i^ 
4'  the  day  in  which  we  Ihall  get  the  crown."  To  the  reft  he  faid^ 
.  *',Be  encouraged,  all  of  yoUj>  to  fight' it  out  valiantly;    for  all  of 
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••  you  who  ffiall  fall  this  day,  I  fee  heaven*s  gates  open  to  receive 
••  you."  How  far  he  was  right  in  this  matter,  the  great  day 
fhall  declare.  It  is  certain  that  they  were  a  greatly  oppreffed 
pieople,  being  not  only,  fpoiled  of  their  goods,  but  driven  from 
home,  and  obliged  to  wander  in  defolate  places,  atld  their  lives 
continaally  fought  after  ;  fo  that  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
repel  force  by  force,  and  to  defend  themlelves  as  well  as  they 
could.  Kotlling  bui  bard  peceffity  can  ju&ify  fuch  condu6l,  U  it 
can  be  juftified  at  all.     O  that  we  may  Aever  be  put  to  the  trial. 

Eight  horferaen  were  With  Mr.  Cameron  on  the  right,  the  reft* 
were  with  Mr.  Hackftone  on  the  feft,  and  the  foot  in  the' middle. 
They  all  behaved  with  much  bravety  till  thfey  were  overpowered 
by  numbers.  Mr.  HackftOne  was  taken  prifoner,  and  Mr.  Ca- 
meron killed  on  the  fpot ;  his  head  and  hands  wer^  cut  off  by  one 
Murray,  and  taken  to  Edinburgh,  where  Mr,  Bruce  oidered 
them  to  be  put  upon  halberts  and  carried  to  the  Council,  which 
was  done,  and  the  faid  Murray  cried  out,  "  There  is  the  head  and 
"  fiatt4$  of  one  who  lived  praying  and  preaching,  and  died  pray. 
•*  ing  arid  fighting." 

Mr.  Cameron's  father  being  then  a  prifoner  for  the  fame  ciaufe, 
to  add  grJef  to  his  fotrow,  they  took  the  head  and.hahds  of  his  fon 
to  him,  and  diked,  •<  Do  you  know  thefe?"  He  tobk  hold  of 
th^m,  arid  kiffing  them,  faid,  "  I  know  them  ;  they  are  my  Ton's 
**  my  own  dear  fon's!  It  is  the  Lord:  good  is  the  wilfof  the 
•*  Lord,  who  cannot  wfohg  me  nor  mine,. but  has  made  gooSnefs 
"  an3  mercy  to  follow  us  all  our  days."  After  thi^,"by  ihe  oVder 
of  ihe  Council,  they  were  fixed  over  one  of  thq  gates  bf  the  city. 
Thus  this  valiant  foldier  ^nd  minifter  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chnft 
finilhed  'his  courfe,  alter  having  been  inlhumental  in  turning 
many  Cnners  to  Goji.      '  J  .    l  .•  - 

It  was  faid  that  Mr.  Bruce  got  500).  for  that  piece  of  fervice, 
But  fome  time  afic;-,  his  caille  took,  fire  .in. t^e  middle  of  the 
afternoon,  and  was  burnt  dowxi  with 'all  it  contained,  and  was 
never  rebuilt ;  and  his  eflate  went  inio  another  family, 

Mr.  Hackftone  being  taken  to  Edii^biirgh,  jwas  received  by  the 
Magiftf ales  at  the  Water-gate ;  tbejf  ordered  him  tq  be  fet  on  a 
bare  horfe,  with  hi^s  face  toward  the  tail,  his  feet  faftencd  unde^ 
the  horfe's  belly,  and  his'hands  tied  with  a  cord,  Thq  eiecutionef 
walked  before  him  with  the  head  of  Mr.  Cameron  upori  an  halbert, 
and  led- the  horfe  up  the  High-Street  to  the  common  prifon. 
After  this,  Mr.  Hackftone  was  brought  before  the  Council,  who 
alked  him.  many  queftioiis,  to  which  tie  anfwered,  I'hat  he  was 
not  obliged  by  any  law  either  of  God  or  man,  to  condemn  him', 
fell,  or  to  impeach  others  ;  nor  did  he  own  their  authority ; 
that  there  could  be  no  lawful  authority  but  what  is  from  God  • 
that  no  authority  tvhich  aSed  in  dire£l  oppofition  to  God,  could 
be  of  him  ;  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  of  God,  "bccaufethe 
ppprefledy  murdered,  and  deftroyed  the  Lord's  faithful  people,  y 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hackfione  was  brought  a  fccond  time  before  tbe  Cotuteif^ 
when  he  again  obje£lecl  to  their  authority,  becaufe,  as  he  faid* 
They  had  exercifed  the  fupreme  power  of  Jefus  Chriil  in  the 
church ;  had  filled  the  land  with  idolatry  and  perjury :  and  had 
(bed  much  innocent  blood  :  therefore  he  confidercd  them  as  the 
.avowed  and  determined  enemies  of  God.  and  would  not  own  them 
as  his  miniflers  of  juftice. 

Being  brought  before  the  Juftictary,  they  aflced,  **  If  be  liad 
•*  any  thing  more  to  fay  ?  •*  He  aniwered,  "  That  which  I  have 
••  faid,  I  will  feal  it."  Then  they  informed  him,  "  that  they  had 
^  fomething  to  fay  to  him ; "  and  commanded  him  to  fit  down  and 
**  receive  his  fentence :  He  told  them,  *'  that  they  were  all  mur« 
•*  defers,  for  their  power  was  derived  from  tyranny;  that  for^ 
"  fome  years  pad  they  not  only  tyrannized  over  the  church  of 
**  God,  but  alto  grinded  the  face  of  the  poor,  lo  that  oppreflion» 
**  bloodflied,  perjury,  and  many  murders,  were  to  be  lound  ia 
^  their  fcirtt." 

Being  condemned,  he  was  taken  from  the  bar  to  the  pbce  of 
execution.  No  one  was  fuSered  to  be  with  him  but  two  o€ 
the  aldermen,  the  executioner,  and  his  own  fervants.  He  was 
permitted  to  pray,  but  not  to  fpeak  to  the  pe^le.  His  right  band 
was  ftrnck  off,  and  a  little  after  his  left  hand,  which  he  endured 
with  great  firmnefs  and  conftancy.  The  executioner  being  long 
in  cutting  off  his  right  hand,  when  he  was  going  to  cut  off  the 
other,  Mr.  Hackfione  defired  him  to  ftrike  in  the  joinu  He  wai 
then  diawoi  up  by  a  pulley  to  the  top  of  the  gallows,  and  was  let 
down  three  times  with  the  whole  weight  oT  his  body  upon  tbe 
fcaffold.  Being  fixed  up  to  tbe  gidlows,  the  executioner  cut  opea 
his  breaft  with  a  large  knife^  while  he  was  yet  living,  and  took 
out  his  heart,  which  was  feen  to  move  when  lying  on  the  fcaffold. 
He  then  Aruck  his  knife  into  it^  and  (hewed  it  to  all  the  people^ 
faying,  **  Here  is  the  haat  of  a  traitor/'  and  then  caft  it  into  a 
fire  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  His  head  was  fixed  over  one  of 
the  gates  of  the  city,  and  his  body  being  divided  into  quarters* 
Was  lent  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  there  to  be  expofed. 

Thus  fell  David  Hackfione,  £fq;  a  gentleman  who  was  related 
to  fome  of  the  principal  families  in  Scotland,  and  a  perfon  of 
eminent  piety  and  courage,  who  might,  bad  he  lived  m  bettet 
days,  have  been  a  burning  and  a  fliining  light  for  many  years  in 
the  Church  of  God. 

What  abundant  leaibn  have  we  to  praife  the  Lcnrd  for  th# 
liberty  we  are  favoured  with  ?  We  may  worfliip  God  according 
to  our  tonfcience,  none  making  us  afraid^  Silent  Sabbaths  are 
sot  appointed  unto  us  ;  our  teachers  are  not  driven  inl«  comers ; 
tkOT  do  we  know  what  a  famine  of  tbe  word  meaneth*  May  we  all 
know,  and  duly  improve  this  day  of  vifitation^  fo  that  God  in  alt 
things  may  be  glorified  through  Chrift  Jefus. 

ACbort 
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A  Ihoit  Account  of  the  Life  and  happy  Death  of  MarY 
Leach,  of  Bury  in  Lancashire, 

SHE  had  gracious  impreffiom  upon  her  mind  when  about  feveif 
years  oi  age ;  and  at  the  fame  tin^  was  forely  tempted  to  fear 
that  (he  bad  committed  the  unpardonable  Tin.  But  having  no 
perfon  to  whom  (he  could  unbofom  her  mind,  or  lend  her  any  aid 
m  religion,  the  good  impreflions  after  a  while  wore  off.  From 
that  period*  to  uie  time  of  her  marriage,  (he  lived,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  this  world,  but  was  moral  in  her  condu£l. 

Soon  after  Ihe  entered  into  the  marriage  Hate,  the  Lord  began 
again  to  ftrive  with  her.  One  day  being  at  work  in  the  houfe,  it 
was  powerfully  imprefled  upon  her  mind,  that  (he  was  a  guilty 
linner;  and  that  if  flie  perfifted  in.her  j)rerent  courfe,  Ihe  would 
be  everlaflingly  miferable.  This  codviftion  fiirred  her  up  to  pray 
in  fach  a  manner  as  (he  had  never  done  before.  The  fins  of  her 
Whole  life  were  fct  before  her,  and  they  appeared  too  many,  and 
too  great  to  be  forgiyen.  At  the  fame  time  me  was  forely  aflaulted 
with  her  former  temptation  of  having  finned  againft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Her  diftrefs  was  inconceivable,  except  by  thofe  who  have 
felt  the  fame.  She  could  find  reft  no  where.  She  fled  to  the 
Methodifts  s  but  found  no  relief  for  fome  time.  The  temptattoa 
fliil  continued  to  follow  her,  which  brought  her  almoft  into  de- 
fpair  of  God's  mercy. 

She  laid  her  fiate  open  to  one  of  our  Leaders,  who  direQed  her 
to  a  perfon  that  had  been  exerctfed  in  the  fame  manner.  That 
perfon  related  to  her  the  great  diftrefs  Qie  had  pafTed  through,  by 
reafon  of  the  fame  temptation.  After  fome  further  converfation 
together,  prayer  was  propofed;  and  while  they ''were  in  prayer, 
the  Lord  greatly  melted  her  heart.  And  although  the  temptdtion 
returned  again  with  great  violence,  —  vet  flie  was  encouraged  to 
hope  that  the  Lord  would  deliver  her  foul.  This  ray  of  hope  was 
like  the  breaking  forth  of  the  morning  upon  her  benighted  mind : 
And  while  Ihe  was  attending  the  word  preached,  and  hearing  of 
the  love  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  finners,  the  Lord  fpoke  peace  to  hcf 
fouK  All  her  gloomy  fears  vaniQied  away,  and  her  foul  was  filled 
with  peace  and  joy  unfpeakable;  Jefus  was  precious,  and  fiie  had 
a  full  afturance  of  her  intereft  in  his  blood  and  merit.  Her  hap*, 
pinefs  was  great  indeed,  and  all  her  former  complaints  were  turned 
into  foDgs  of  praife  to  the  God  of  her  falyation. 

Sometime  after,  flie  had  another  fore  confli£l  with  the  teiipter, 
but  it  did  not  continue  long ;  for  while  flie  was  at  a  clafs-^meeting, 
the  Lord  gave  her  a  greater  manifeft^tion  of  his  love,  than  flie  had 
experienced  before  ;  accompanied  with  fo  clear  a  witnefs  of  her 
adoption,  that  flie  never  loft  her  confidence  in  God  from  that  time, 
fibe  DOW  went  on  her  way  rejoicing,  and  continually  increafed  in 
fpiritual  Kfe  and  flrength. 

Having  a  large  familv,  the  toil  and  care  thereof  lay  heavy  upon 
her :  But  in  anTwer  to  tier  earncft  prayer,  her  huft)and  was  brought 
%  the  knjgwledge  of  Ggd.    This  was  an  unfpeakable  blcffing  to 

her. 
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hef.  She  had  much  afflidion  in  the  laft  fcVen  years  i)f  her  life|  in 
which,  patieiice;  had  its  porfii^t  work.  The  Lord  greatly  comforted 
her  by  the  follo^wing  wojros,  *^  All  things  JJiall  work  together  for  good  to 
*'  than  thai  Love  God:* 

:  Her  lafl  illnefs  began  Angufl  6,  1796,  at  which  time  flic  was  far  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy  of  her  12th  child.  From  the  commencement  of 
the  illneis,  fhe  had  no  expeftation  of  a  recovery.  But  the  thoughts  of 
eternity  were  familiar  to  her  mind,  and  flie  looked  forward  with  a  holy 
confidence  in  the  Lord. 

On  the  8th,  a  friend  or  two  vifited  her,  to  whom  flic  expreflcd  a 
lively  faith  in  the  Lord  :  being  afked  refpefling  the  blefling  of  purity  of 
heart,  flie  anlwered,  "  I  believe  it  is  attainable,  but  cannot  fay  that  I 
enjoy  it.*'  When  our  friends  were  going  to  pray  with  her,  they  alked 
her,  what  fhe  would  have  them  pray  for?  ihe  anfwered,*  "that  the 
*'  Lord  may  give  me  patience,  and  fully  prepare  me  for  himfelf.'"  On 
the  lOth,  feveral  friends  called  again,  and  juft  as  they  entered  the  rbom» 
fhe  was  crying  aloud,  —  "  He  is  come  !  —  He  is  come !  *— Jdus:  is  com€, 
•'  and  hath  taken  away  from  my  foul  every  thing  contrary  to  his  will.'* 
She  now  praifcd  the  Lord  in  the  raoft  fervent  manner,  and  though  af- 
flifted  with  great  pain,  yet  her  language  vras,  ♦*  Glory !  glory  to  the 
*^  Lamb  that  was  flain  1  '* 

She  now  earneflly  exhorted  her  relations  to  fcek  the  Lord«  To  one 
of  her  brothers  fhe  faid,  "  Will  you.clofe  in  with  the  offered  mercy  of 
*•  God  ?  You  have  a  little  light,  and  if  you  attend  to  it,  it  will  ihine 
*'  brighter  and  bcighter  to  the  perfefl:  day.''  She  eamefUy  preffed  him 
to  attend  the  means  of  grace,  and  enter  into  the  fame  Clafs,  in  which 
fhe  had  met,  that  her  place  might  be  filled  up :  Adding,  "  the  .Metho- 
*'  difts  are  the  peculiar  people  of  God.  God  is  with  them,  and  owns 
"  his  word  to  the  convidion  and  coiiverfion  of  finners  :  Not  that  I  de- 
*'  fpife  any  ;  I  love  all  mankind.'* 

She  then  addrefTed  herfelf  to  her  parent,  and  faid,  "  O  !  mother,, be 
'  **  in  carncfl  for  your  foul :    Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  — 
*'  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near."  To  another  brother  fhe  faid,  < — 

"  here  is  one  that  knows  nothing  of  thefe  things,**  and  after  praying 
that  the  Lord  would  enlighten  his  mind,  fhe  eameftly  exhorted  him  to 
fcek  the  ont  thing  needful.  After  this,  when  a  few  friends  were  prefent, 
fhe  appeared  quite  in  an  ecflafy,  her  foul  bfing  filled  with  the  love  of 
God,  and  rapturous  praife  flowed  from  her  enlarged  heart.  At  her  de- 
fire,  "  Vital  fpark,'*  was  fung.  While  this  was  finging,  fhe  feemed  ready 
'to  take  wing  for  glory.  It  was  a  time  of  great  comfort  to  all  prcfent. 
Her  converlation  was  in  heaven,  and  her  language, 

"^  '*  I  foon  fhall  pafs  the  vale  of  death  : 

"  And  when  J  lofe  this  fleeting  breath, 
'*  My  nohler  part  (hall  ever  tell, 
**  How  Jesus  hath  done  all  things  well." 

She  greatly  rejoiced  at  the  thought  of  being  abfent  from  the  body,  to  be 
prefenc  with  the  Lord,  whom  having  not  feen,  flie  loved  ;  and  in  whom 
flie  rejoiced  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.  Although  her 
affliftion  was  exceedingly  painful,  yet  fhe  bore  it  with  fuch  patience, 
as  aflonifhed  all  who  came  near  her.  When  one  afked,  "  have  you  not 
"  great  pain  ?  "  fhe  anfwercd,  "  Yes  j  but  I  have  fomcthing  clfe"; " 

<«.  Labour 
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*'  Labour  IS  t«ft,  and  paiti  is  Cweet^ 
"  If  thou  my  God  art  ijerc.** 

Altfcougli  her  confolations  aboundcdj  (ht  wai  not  infcnfiblc  tt  pali^ 
\Vhilc  thofe  prefcnt  beheld  her  frequent  agonies^  {he  often  expreflcd  her* 
feif  tfauS)  "  hard  work,  but  fwcet  work."  Thofe  flriking  words  of  Mr, 
Pope  were  appHcable  to  her  ilate,  "  Oh !  the  pain,— -the  blifs  of  dying.'^ 

,  She  many  times  repeated  the  words,  exprefliire  of  the  viftory  which 
Cod  had  given  to  her,  "  0  Death,  where  is  ttiy  Jting  ?  0  Grave,  where^ 
**  is  thy  xnBory  f  "  and  added,  ''If  this  be  dying,  who  would  not  die  to. 
•*  feel  this !  '*  She  had  now  given  up  her  affeftionate  hufband,  her  chil- 
dren,  and  her  all,  into  the  hands  of  God  ;  joyfully  waiting  for  d&. 
Hvcrancc.  *  On  the  i7th>  about  midnight,  it  was  fuppofed  (he  wai 
dying,  but  towards  morning  (he  revived  a  little ;  and  (till  continued . 
happy  in  ihc  Lord,  On  the  i8th,  the  day  of  her  diflblution,  her 
countenance,  and  language  appeared  truly  heavenly. 

•  Her  affli6tion  lafted  only  twelve  days,  in  which  chriffian  patfencft 
was  fully  difplayed^  amidft  moft  diftreffing  pains ;  faith  was  glorioufly 
firiiimphaRt,  and  her  triumphs  increafed  as  death  drew  nearer*  Abouf 
l^f  an  hour  before  ihe  died,  ihe  cri^  out,  <'  Death  ha^  loft  his  fting^ 
^  and  heaven  is  open  to  my  view ! "  After  this  ihe  lay  filent,  an4 
then  fell  alleep  in  the  Lord,  on  Auguft  18,  1796.  i^«  Rhod&sw 
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^*  Who  is  among  you  that  fearedi  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  Cer* 
'*  vant,  that  wafkcth  in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light  ?  let  hioi  truft  in  the  nto^ 
^  of  the  Lord,  and  fiay  upon  bis  God.^^ 

TH  E  Lord  may  fee  it  good  to  try  us  furtiier,  and  we  ihay 
befiold  the  deareft  friend,  or  the  neareft  relation  we  have 
upon  earth,  a  dead  corpfe.  The  defire  of  our  cyea,  the  delight 
of  our  foal,  is  cut  off  at  a  ftroke :  The  wife  of  our  bofoni,  who 
(hared  our  joys  and  griefs,  with  whom  we  took  fweet  counrel  on 
«ll  occaflons,  is  now  -no  more  !  The  child,  that  wa«  dear  to  us 
as  our  own  foul :  our  only  chiTd,  that  was  the  hope  of  our  family, 
and  w^hoin  we  truiled  would  be  a  comfort  to  us  in  our  decKning 
years,  is  gone  hence,  and  we  fee  him  no  more !  Here  again  we 
walk  in  darknefs  and  have  no  light.  Some  indeed  may  fay, 
••  Ought  wc  not  to  be  refigncd  to  the  will  of  God,  oq  all  thefo 
occafions  ?  Ought  we  not  patiently  to  fubmit  to  his  will,  who 
iitidoubtedly  has  an  abfolute  right  to  deal  with  us  and  ours,  a;  he 
fees  good  ?  "  Moft  affuredly  we  ought.  Yet  at  the  fame  time 
it  mufi  be  remembered,  that  religion  does  not  turn  us^  into  ftocka 
and  fiones.  But  on  the  contrary,  it  renders  the  mind  more  fuf- 
ceptable  than  ever  of  the  tendereft  imprefEons.  St.  Paul,  no 
doubt,  would  have  been  refigned  to  the  Will  of  God,  if  bis  friend 
had  died,  of  whom.,  he  favs,  *'  He  was  (ick  and  nigh  uhto  death  ; 
but  God  had  mercy  on  him  »  and  not  on  him  only,  but  on  me  aU 
To,  left  I  fliouI4  have  forrow  upon  forrow,"  Phijipplins  iii.  «^. 
From  4icnce  it  is  evident,  that  Paul  bimfelf,  eminent  as  he  waf 
f(Mr  boUnefs,  would  havjp  been  deeply  affeflcd,  had  his  beloved 
VOL.  XX.  March  1797.  Q  Epaphrg^ 
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Epaphroditus  died.  But  we  have  a  greflter  example  than  even  tliat 
of  Paul :  Our  blefled  Redeemer  himfclf  wept  at  ihe  grave  of  hif 
friend;  "When  Jefus  faw  ker  weeping,  and  the  Jews  aICt> 
weeping  which  came  with  h«r,  he  groaned  in  fpirit,  and  was  trou-« 
bled ; "  .  And  it.  is  added,  J^/iis  wept !  John  xi.  53.  Here 
then  we  fee  tears  of  tendereft  pity  and  love:  tears  of  foftefli^ 
fweeleft  fyrapathy,  flow  down  the  cheeks  of  our  blefTed  Redeeni*^ 
cr !  And  this  appears  the  more  extraordinary,  becaufe  he  waa 
jjoing  to  raife  Lazarus  from  the  dead.  'Why  then  did  he 
weep  ?  Surely  as  an  example  for  us,  that  we  might  learn  of  him, 
to  bear  a  part  in  the  forrows  of  our  friends,  and  "  Weep  with 
them  who  weep,  as  well  as  rejoice  with  them  who  rejoice,"  We 
may  alfo  learn  this  very  ufeful  leflTon ;  That  it  is  poflible  to  b« 
deeply  affefted  on  many  occafions,  and  yet  be  refigned  to  ihe  will 
of  £rod  ;  we  may  be  painfully  patient  under  his  afflifting  hand, 
i^nd  forrowfully  refigned  to  his  moft  holy  and  blefled  Will. 
:  We  may  be  alfo  exercifed  with  dark  and  diftrefling  temptations  t 
Some  meet  with  a  larger  (hare  of  them  than  others  ;  and  how*  far 
our  minds  may  be  bowed  down  under  the  weight  of  them,  w6 
know,  not,  till  experience  t^ach  us.  It  may  indeed  be  faid  to  us; 
«i  Why  (hould  you  fear  temptation  ?  Satan  can  do  nothing  againft 
you  or  proceed  any  farther  than  God  will  permit  him  ?  Befides,  y©u 
will  always  finc^  ftrength  according  to  your  day."  Ths  is  all  very 
trye:  Bqt  nevertheiels,  we  fliould  be  exceeding  careful  that  v^^ 
do  not  make  lighf  of  temptation.  We  mav  he  too  much  of  Pe* 
ter*s  fpirit  when  he  faid,  "  Though  I  fliould  die  with  thee,  I  will 
not  deny  thee."  Peter,  fpoke  nobly,  but  how  far  \yas  he  from 
.making  good  his  refolution  ?  It  may  often  be  faid  to  fuch  perfons. 
/•  Let  not  him  that  girdeth  on  his  harnefs,  boaft  himfelf  as  he  that 
puuerh  it  off,"  1  Kings  xx.  11,  When  it  (hall  pleafe  God  to 
peiynit  u&  to  be  exercifed  with  long  and  painful  temptations,  we 
may  be  as  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  .his  dealings  with  us,  a^ 
Job. was;  and  we  may  walk  in  darknefs  with  refped  to  the  ad- 
vantages  intended  for  us  by  ihefe  trials.  The  diftrefling  pature, 
^ndthe  power  of  tempution,  is  only  to  be  known  by  experience  ; 
and  it  is  well  for  us,  when  we  can  fay  upon  good  ground,  •*  He 
knaweth.ihe  way  that  I  take,  when  he  hath  tried  me,  I  fliall  come 
forth  as  gold,"    Job    xxiii.  10. 

A  perfon  who  is  brought  into  the  favour  of  Gorl,  may  uiidoubt- 
-cdly  hold  fafl  the  beginning  of  his  confidence  ftedfaft  to  the  end  : 
/But  it  muil  be  allov/ed,  that  until  he  obtains  the  abiding  witnefs 
ol:  the  .Spirit,  he  will  be  molcfted  with  doubts  and  fears  refpeding 
his  inteteft  in  Cbrift.     And  therefore  it  is  the  duty  and  privilege 
•  of  every  believer,  to  obtain  this  invaluable  blefli'ng.     We  mull 
.Hkewife  acknowledge,  that  when  the  Lord  deepens  the  work  in 
the  foul,  difcovcring  the  remains  of  corruption  and  the  neteflity 
of  entire  fanftificatiori  of  body,  foul,  and  fpirit ;  that  this  difcO- 
yary  being  quite  a  new  thing,  and  perhaps  unexposed,  the  be- 
liever, • 
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lieirer,  tlll'be  U  Better  inftrufted,  vvill  be  ready  to  conclude,  that  he 
has  left  ground,  that  he  has  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that  h^ 
is  DOW  ID  darknefs.  But ^ this  i^  a  gi^eat  snifiak^  ; /or  we  well-. 
know,  that  the  Lord  only  deCgns  to.leaa  the  foul  forward  to  higher* 
degrees  of  holinefs. 

When  a   clear  and  full  difcovery  is  ma^e  of  the  various  evils,; 
the.  roots  of  bitternefs,  which  ftill  refide  in  the  heart,  we  need 
not  wonder  that  fuclva  jjerfon  is  exceedingly  pained,  and  deeply 
laments  the  want  of  enure  conformity  to  the  Image  and  Will  of  * 
pod;  he   will  be  afliamed  to  think  that  he  is  flili  fo  unlilce  his 
bleffed  Redeemer!         It   is  true,  that  there  are  too  many  who 
deem  it  but  a  little  thing  to  be  governed  by  their  own  will,  to  be 
overcome  by  anger,  fretfulnefs,  and  other  bad  tempers,  and  to  be. 
carried  away  with  unholy  defires.    But  he  who  retains  that  tender- 
nefs  of  conference,  and  genuine  fimplicity  which  the   Lord  gavje 
him  when  he  was  firft  brought  into  Chriflian  liberty,  will  be  quite 
of  another  mind.     And  although  he  is  not  overcome  by  any  of 
thofc  evils   which  he  feels  in  his  heatt,  yet  he  will  Walk  mourn- 
fully before  the  Lord,  becaufe  be  is  thoroughly  fenfible  that  ihey 
are  there. 

.  The  blefled  God  is  well  acquainted  with  human  nature ;  he 
knows  that  we  are, liable  to  abufe  thofe  bleflings  which  we  eafily 
obtain  :  In  order  that  this  may  not  be  the  cafe,  but  that  wC'^may 
highly  value  and  duly  improve  fo  ineflimable  a  blefTing^  as  th«f 
full  renew  al  of  the  fpul  in  righteoufnefs,  he  may  fo  fuffer  u$  fo'tci^ 
feel  the  plague  oF  oi^r  own  heart,  as  that  great  heavioefs,  andr 
bitter  fori  ow  may.  be  the,  confequence.        .  ,, 

.  Let  triflcrs  with  God  and  religion,  fav  what  rhey  pleafe  :  to  a 
truly  pious  foul  it  m\iA  be  a  very  humbhng  confideration  to  find, 
that  notwithftanding  the  Lord  has  been  abundantly  gracious,  yet' 
fo  much   felf- will,  fo  great  a  degree  of  pride,  of  anger,  peevi(h- 
nefs,  fretfulnefs,  impatience,  unholy  defire,  and  the  like,  (bould 
ftill  remain.      And  when  a  larger  raeafure  of  divine  light  is  com- 
monicated,  thefe  evils  will  appear  more  hateful,  becaufe  they  fo^ 
fp-eatly  refemble  the  Devil  from  whom  they  originally  proceeded.  / 
But  the  Lord  will  not  fuffer  faithfttf  fouls  to  conlinue  long  in  this 
fituation  ;•   he  will  not  only  (hew  them  the  ample  provifion- which, 
he  bath  made  thro*    Chrift  Jefus  for  theic  full  and  dompleat^  falva* 
tion ;  but  he  will/fpeedily  and  powerful lyj deliver  them* 

1'bat.  this,  was  the  defign  of  our  Lord,  iii  ail  which  he  did  and" 
fuffered  on  our  account,  we  cannot  doiiht,  becaufe  the  Apoftle 
aifures  us,  that  ••  be  .CJ^me  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity  ;"  and^ 
he  hirafclf  hath  faid*  •'Blefled  are  they  who  hunger  and  thirfl* 
after  righteoufnefs^  for  they  fliall  bcr  filled,.'*;  Tlierefore,  it  wc^ 
ferioufly  an(l  inteiifely  defire  to  be  filled  with  diyine  grace ;  or  to 
experience. the  fanflifying  influences  of  the  l^oly  Spi.it  in  fuch  a' 
degree,  that  fin  rft?iy  fee  d^ffroyed,'  root '  and  branch ;  Uieii  nioft 
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a^uredly,  tlie  promife  of  the  Lord  will  be  accomp]i(bed  $  ifm 
ftarll  be  faved  according  to  the  defire  which  God  hath  wrought  in 
lis.  How  gneat  will  this  deliverance  b^  ?  and  how  happy  thofe 
ytho  fliall  be  thus  brouglit  out  of  darknefs  into  light  ?« 

Fourthly.  What  ground  fuch  perfons  have  to  trufl  in  the  Lord^ 
•nd  to  (lay  themfelves  upon  their  God  ?• 

I.  With  regard  to  thofe  who  are  feeking  falvation  thro*  Chrift, 
tnd  yet  walk  in  darknefs  ;  They  certainly  have  all  the  encourage** 
ment  that  God  himfelf  can  give  them,  to  come  and  partake  of  the 
riches  of  his  mercy  and  love  in  Chiift  Jefus,  Is  it  poflible  to 

afford  greater  encouragement  Jo  letutning  finnefs  to  truft  inifae 
Lord,  than  to  aflfure  them,  that  '*  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconciling 
.  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  them, 
ft  Cor.  v.  19  :    Or,  that  Chrift  our  Redemer,  *'  was  made  a  fin* 
offering  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteous  people  of 
Cod  through  him,'*  ver.  ao.    In  Confequence  of  this,  God  Um« 
felf  declares,  *•  I  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
their  fins  and  iniquities,  will  I  remember  no  more,  "    Jer.    xxxu 
34.     Many  ftich  gracious  declarations  as  thefe,  we  ftiall  find  in 
the  word  of  God,  which  he  will  certainly  make  good  10  all  who 
feek  his  face.     It  is  well  known,  that  Satan,  whofe  grand  bufinefs 
is  to  counteract  the  gracious  defigns  of  God  towards  man,  will 
life  all  his  art,  in  ordet;  to  diflrefs,  difcourage,  and  caft  down, 
tfiofe  who  are  coming  to  Chrift;  and  many  are  the  diftreffing 
doubts,  and  painful  fears  which  the  enefmy  will  throw  into  their 
minds.     But  thefe  are  all  fully  anfwered  in  the  great  and  precious 
promifes,  and  the  kind  and  gracious  invitations  made  to  thofe  who 
•  licek  the  Lord.     Let  them .  only  believe  the  words  of  our  Lord, 
and  their  doubts  will  be  difpelled  :   ••  Afk,  and  ye  (hall  receive ; 
.Seek,  and  ye  .(hall  find ;  knock,  and  it  (hall  be  opened  unto  you." 
And  as  if  this  was  not.  enough,  he  adds,  **  Every  one  who  afketh 
Teceiveth,  and  he  who  feeketh  findeth^  '*    Matt,  vii.  8.     If  any 
one  >^ould  fay,  '*  But  I  have  aiked,  and  have  not  received:  I 
have  ^opghr  tire'Xor3pand.have  not  found  him :  **    That  perfoo 
%vOuld^  OQ  well  to  confider  the  \^ds  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  Jf  J  regard 
tyquity   h   my   hearty  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me.**    Iniquity 
rauft  be  put  away,  forfaken,  ?and  the  one  deGre  of  our  heart  muft 
be  to  be  faved  from  that  accurfed  thing.    Again,  we  muft  remem- 
^r  the  worf  of  the  prophet,    ••  Ye  fliall  feek  me,  and  find  roc, 
^hen  ye  (hall  fearch  for  me  with  all  your  heart,"  Jer.  xxix\  13. 
If  we  are  truly  in  earneft,  if  our  whole  foul  is  athirft  for  God, 
if  we  really  defire  t0  be  faved  in  God's  own  way,  a^d  upon  his 
own  terms,  there  is  no  ground  at  all,  for  any  one  to  doubt  or 
fear;  no  not  although  we  may  think  ourfelves  to  be  the  very  worft 
of  finners,  feeing  that  our  Lord  hath  faid,    *•  Whofbever  comcth 
unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  him  Out." 

If  the  Lord  i^  pleafed  to  try  the  believer  with  diftreffing  provi- 
dences, fo  that  he  walks  in  ^at  kind  oTdarkoefs  before  def^^ribcd,. 

let 
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Nit  Kim  not  l>e  difcoori^d,  bujt  remember  that  the  Loni  hath 
takes  bim  and  all  that  he  hath,  under  his  prote£Hon.  Th«  enefn3r< 
knows,  and  has  been  obliged  to  confefs  k  too,  **  Haft  not  thoui 
siade  an  hedge  about  him,  and  about  bU  boufe,  and  about  all  that 
ie  barh  on  every  fide  ?  '*  Job  i*  ic.  Yea ;  and  the  Lord  hath 
fet  tbe  fame  he<^ge  about  you  alfo|  aud  therefore  remember,  Satan 
muft  alk  leave  of  Cod,  before  he  can  hurt  either  yoii  or  yours. 
Remember  again,  that  the  hand  of  an  iinfinitelv  wife  and  .gracious 
God,  is  in  all  the  even^  of  his  providence;  tnat  the  han-s  of  your 
head  are  numbered  ;  that  a  fparrow  falleth  not  to  the  ground  with« 
out  the  notice  of  your  heavenly  Father,  As  nothing  then  can  be« 
fall  you  by  chance,  fo  the  God  whom  yon  ferve,  mu&  have  a  wife 
and  gracious  defign  in  permitting  thine  diftreffing  trials  to  befatl 
you.  This  you  will  learn  from  his  own  word,  for  it  declares, 
that  **  All  things  IhiU  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  iovii 
6od, "  Rom,  viiij  «8.  Therefore  we  may  cbearfsUy  fing  witli 
tbe  poet» 

Since  all  tbe  downward  tra6ts  of  time, 

GoD*s  watchful  eye  fuiveys:. 
Oh  who  fo  wife  to  chopfe  our  lot ! 

Or  regulate  our  days  ? 
Good,  when  he  gives,  fupremejy  good. 

Nor  lefs  when  he  denies ; 
^Ev'n  crofles,  from  hi-s  fovereiga  hand. 

Are  bleflings  in  dilguife* 

Indeed  H  may  be  laid  to  us  on  foch  occafions,  "  What' I  do,  fkdw 
knorveft  not  now,  hui  ihou  Jhatt  know  hereafter. "  Therefore  we 
fhould  patiently  wait  the  openings  of  providence  — "  He  that  bc-«  ' 
lievcth  maketh  not  hafte,"  that  is.  Doth  not  charge  God  fooliflily, 
but  commits  himfelf  and  all  his  concerns  into  the  band  of  the 
JiOrd,  whofe  truth  and  faithfulnefs  can  never  fail. 

If  our  kind  and  gracious  Cod,  fhould  lay  his  chaflening  hand 
upon  us,  and  we  Ihould  walk  in  da^knefs  pa  that  account,  ncarl/' 
the  fame  obfervations  may  be  made.  The  Lord  hath  given  lis  his 
holy  word  to  comfort  us  on  thofe  occafions,  and  if  we  attend  to 
it  as  we  ought,  we  fliall  iiot  be  call  dsv^  ;  *•  We  have  had  fa- 
thers of  bur  fle(h  (faith  the  Apoftle,)  which  correfted  us,  and  we 
gave  them  reverence  ;  (hall  We  not  much  Mther  be  in  fubjeaioi^ 
unto  the  Father  of  fjpirits,  and  live  ?  Ebr  ,they  verily  for  a  few 
days  cbaftenied  us  after  their  own  pleature;.but  he  for  our  profit^ 
that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  holinefs,"  Ifeb,  xiu  p.  lo. 
Hence  it  is  evident,  that  every  afDlftion  is  defiened  to  bring  us 
iearer  to  Godj;  to  make  us  wifer  and  better,  and  tq  fit' us  for  the 
enjoyment  of  our  everlafting  inheritance :  yea,  to  hefghten  our 
happincfs  in  heaven  itfelf.  *vThefe  light  affli£liojjs  which  are  but 
lor  a  moment,  worketh  for  u«,  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
lireight  of  glory,'*  2.  Corin,  iv,  17,  This,  being  t!ie  cafe,  it  is 
soi  improbable*  bat  the  time  will  cotne,  v^en  we  Ihall  fee,  that 

(bine 
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hmt  of  (he  heavieft  affli£li<H)«  we  ever  met.  vrith,  have  beenrt^ 
greateft  bleflings,  and  that  we  ihall  have  eternal  caiife  to  pratfeibe, 
|x>rd  for  them :  We  may  therefojre  cheerfully  fing, 

How  happy  the  forrpwful  man^    .  ' 

'  Whofe  foTTOw  i$  fern  from  above ; 

\         •    Indulged  with  a  vifit  of  pain, 

ChaftisM  by  omnipotent  Love : 
The  Author  of  all  his  diflrefs. 

He  comes  by  affli6li6n  to  know  : 
And  God  he  in  Heaven  (hall  blefs,   - 
That  ever  he  fafiFer'd  below. 

Should,  violent  temptation  be  our  portion,  ftill  we.  arc  cncou-. 
r^ged  to  truft  in  the  Lord :  His  ways  may  appear  e;):ceedingly  n^y f^ 
tertous  for  the  prefent.  Like  the  wheels  in  Ezekiers  vifion,  there; 
]«.  wheel  within  a  wheel ;    and  we  io  npt  fep  which  way  it  will 
turn.      God  hath  his  way  in  the  mighty  waters,  and  his  footftepS; 
are  not  always  feen. .  Yet  ijevertheTefs  he  fpeaks  in  the  moft* en- 
couraging manner' to  us,  fo  that  we  need  not  be  ca ft  down,  or 
confounded.     It  is  not  his  defign  that  we  fliould  be  overcome  by 
temptation  at  any  time  ;  no,  nor  does  he  intend  that  o^ur  fpiritual' 
proiperity  fliould  ^e  interrupted  thereby.    **  There  hatlx^no  temp- 
tation taken  you,*  (faith  the  Apoftle,)  but  fuch  as  is  common  to 
man  :  but  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  fuffer  you  to  bp  tempted 
above  that  ye  are  able;  but  will  with  the  temptation  alfo  make 
a  way  to  efcape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it,"    i  Corin.  x.  13, 
!l^rom  tbefe  words  it  is  undeniably  evident,  that  the^ord  will  gt>£o 
u%  ftrength  according  to  our  day,  and  will  not  leave  us  under  thc^ 
powe;^  of  our  enemy.    Many  are  the  fcriptures  which  might.be 

f produced,  .that  confirnii  the  words  of  tl^e  Apoftle,  but  time  wQuld; 
ail  to  (^uote.  one  half  of  them.     '*  No  weapon  that  is  formed, 
againft  thee  (faith  the  Lord)  fliall  profper ;  and  every  tongue  tbat^ 
(h?kll.rifeagainft  thee  in  judgment  thou  ftialt  condemn,"    Ifa.  liv/ 
jy.       Again,    **  Shall   the  prey  be  taken  from  the  mighty,    or 
the  lawful  captive  delivered?     But  thus  faith  the  L6rd,  Eveh 
the   captives  pf  the  ipighty  fliall  be  taken  away,  and  the  pr^y  of 
the  terrible  (hall  be  de  live  red  :  for  I  will,  contend  with  him  that 
cohtendeth  with  thee,  and  1  will  fave  ihy  children.     And  all  flefli 
ihall  know  that  I  theXORD  am  ^hy  Saviour  and  thy  Redeemer,' 
the  Mighty  One  of  JaCQb,**  Jfa.  xlix.  25.  26.         "When  thou 
paffeft  through  the  .riveli,  |hey  fliall  not  overflow  thee :  when 
thou  walkeft  through  the  fire,  thou  (halt  not  be  burned  ;  neither* 
fliall  the'  flame  kindJe'upon  thee.     For  I  aria  the  Lord  thy  Gbd, 
the  Holy  Oqe  of  iTrael,;  thy*  Saviour."         Here  .then   we  fee^ 
what  Abundant  etlcburagemeht  the  Lord  gives  to  his  tempted  fol- 
lowers, to  cai ft' their  cAre   upon  him  and  to  put  their  whole  truft 
and  confidence  ih  him  ;  fo  fliall  they  be  fupported  and  coniforted^ 
and  brought  fafely  through  all  their  trials  into  the  wealthy  place, 
wh^re  aiBitiionsaind  teropution^  fliall  bf  no  mQre.  ^ .    --^^ 

'  -'---'-  ••  •  -'  -'■       -  "    ■■■'  ^•■'  "'■   '  ■'   -•Wli^W-^'* 


'  "WhHe  we  coAtinue  in  the  path  of  tluty,'  we.haVe.nofhing  t^ 
fear;  for  pur  help  ft^ndetfa  m  the  Name  o£  the  JLord,  who  made 
koth heanren  aiid earib.    Sotniie  ore-. the  words  of  Df :  Byrotn  : 

"  With  fieady  pacci  thy  coiirCe  dF  duty  run  ; 
God  nothing  does,  nor  fiifferi  to  be  done, ' 
.    But  thon  wiouldIL  do  ihyfelf,.  cdaldft  tbou  but  fee»    . 
The  end  of  all  eveiAs  as  well  as  he."  .        « 

How  encooraging  are  the  wocds  of  £liphaz  in  the  Bool  of  Job ; 
*' Behold,  happy  i$  the  man  whom  .God  cbrrefioth:  therefore 
defpife  not  thou  the  chafienin^  of  the  Almighty.  >  For  he  maketh 
fore*  and.  bindeth  up:  he^woundeth,  and  his  bands,  make  whole. 
He  fliall  deliver  thee  in  fix  troubled;  yeal«  ip  fevcn  there  fliall  no 
c?tl  touch  thee.  In  famine  he  ihall  redeem  thee  from  death  ■:  and 
IB  war^  from,  the  power  of  the  fword.  'Thou  (halt  be  hid  frooir 
the  fcourge  of  the  tongue,  neither  (halt  thou  be  afraid  of  deflruc- 
tion  when  it  cometh.  At  dedfuHion  ai^d  famine  thou  (halt  laugh : 
neither  (halt  thou  be  afraid  of  the  beaftffof.^the  earth:  For  thou 
(hah  Jbe  in.  league  with  the  (tones  o(  the  field  :  .and the  be^s  of 
the  fold  fball  be  at  peace  with  thee.  And  ihou  (hah'know  &y  ta«  , 
beinacle  fhall  be  in  peace;  and  thou  (halt  vifit  ^hy  habitation,  and 
(hall  not  fin,"  Job  v.  j/.*  to,  thus  IBaH  the  man.be  blelTed 
Who  4ives  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  fieadily  walks  in  his  .righ- 
teous ways.  Who  that  duly  conGder  thefe  things,  but  woulcfbb 
of  the  fame  mind  with  Mole?,  of  i^hom  the  Apoftle  fays,  That 
•when  he  came  of  age^  he  refufed  to  be  called  the  fon  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter  ;  Choofing  rather  to  faifer  afflifiiion  with  the  people  of 
God,  than  t6  enjoy  the  pleafurea  of  dh  for  a  feafon ;  Xfteeming 
the  reproach  of  Chri ft  greater  riches  than  the  trealures  of  Egypt : 
for  be  had  refpefl  unto  thb  recompence  of  the  reward,  Heb.  xi. 
25,  26.  "  Be  not  then  weary  in  well-doing,  for  in  dtie  time  we 
fliall  reap,  if  we  faint  not."  Yet  a  little  while  and  all*  our  con* 
Aids  will  be  for  ever  over^  and  we  ihall  ling  as  we  never  before 
could  do>  • 

Poor  finpers  below,  Acquainted  with  woe, 

How  heavily  once  with  our  loads  did  we  go  ? 

In  trials  fcvere.  How  oft. did  we  fear. 

We  (hould  never  hold  out,  we  (Hould. never  come  here  ; 

But  our  trials  are  pafl.  We  are  landed  at  laft, 

Arid  fafely  arriv'd  where  our  anchor  was  caft. 

Here  then  we*  (hall  reft  in  a  peaceabfe  and  quiet  habitation,^  and 
live  in  the  full  enjo)Tnent  of  God  for  ever. 

If  any  (hould  fay,  «•  Biii  feeing  the  troubles  and  crolfes  which 
the  righteous  mcei  with,  are  fo  many  and  fo  great,  will  it  riot  be 
the  beft  way  to  enjoy  the  wdrld  for  the  prefent,  and  have  nothing 
to  do  with  religion  till  a  little;  before  death  ?  To  (uch  unwife 
Teiro'ntitisfufficScm  to^anfwcr,^*Is  your  life  in  your  own  power? 

-■-■  Or 
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Or  rather,  is  it  not  m  the  hand  of  God  ?     Aod  wiH  yea  (hf 

egainft  him  who  can  take  away  yoarhreaib  whenever  be  plearfetbl 

^^         Can  yon  «n|Oy  the  world,  or  zny  iolid  happiaeCs  in  it.  tiH  yeu  en* 

joy  God  himfclf,  and  the  riches  of  his  grace  ?    If  the  Scripture 

declares   '*  that  many  are  the  troables  of  rhe  righteous,"   does  it 

rsiot  alfo  affirm,  •*  That  the  Lord  deliveieth  him  ont  of  them  all  ?" 

And  may  it.  not  with  equal  truth  be  affirmed,  thai,  Many  ^re  the 

troubles  of  the  wicked  ?  Bot  where  fliaU  they  find  a.  deliverer  ? 

Let  the  concluding  words  of  this   chapter  be  confidered  by  all 

foch  perfans :    **  Behold,  all  ye  that  kindle  a  fire,  that  compdfs 

yourfelvies  about  with  fjparks  :  walk  in  the  light  of  your  fire,  and 

^n  the  fparks  that  ye  have  kindled.    This  (hall  ye  have  of  mine 

*'    Jiand ;  ye  (ball  Ke  down  in  (brrow,"    How  well  would  it  be  then, 

for  all  fuch  to,   *^Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  and  ii 

call  upon  him  while  he  is  near ; "  and  fo  improve  the  day  of  diets 

'  wiikatton,  that  they  alfo  may  be  happy  with  God  for  ever* 


A  Serious  ADDRESS 
To  the  PREACHERS  of  the  QOSPEL  of  CHRIST*. 

[  Cdniinuei  from  page  75,  J 

SECONDLY,  If  the  beautifnl  ideas  of  religion,  and  the  natural 
tendency  of  them  to  make  men  hafpy,  be  fuch  fuffictent  roa« 
tives  to  inforce.the  praQtce  of  them,  we  would  enquire.  Why  was 
not  the  Gentile  world  reformed  witbcfut  the  Gofpel  ?  Why  were 
thepolite  and  knowing  nations  fo  abominably  and  ahnoft  uitiyerfally 
itink  intdih^meful  vices  ?  Why  did  not  the  felf-fufficient  reward 
of  virtue,  conftrain  greater  numbers  of  mankind  to  change  their 
.manners,  and  to  praflife  good  morality?  If  this  had  been  the 
bcft  and  mod  effsfiual  way  of  changing  the  hearts,  and  of  reform-* 
ing  the  proQigate  lives  of  men,  why  was  not  St.  Paul  fent  only  or 
cbie&r.with  thefe  principles  of  reafon,  to  talk  of -the  divine  beauty 
of  religion  and  excellency  of  virtue  amongft  them,  a^d  the  adk 
vantages  that  it  brought  into  human  fociety  and  private  life  ? 
What  need  was  there  that  he  (hould  be  commiflioned  to  preach  the 
do£lrine  of  the  Crofs  of  Chrift,  and  the  love  of  the  Son  of  God, 
defcending  from  heaven  to  die  for  (inners  ?  What  makes  him 
dwdl  fo'  much  upon  the  recovery  of  a  finful.  world  to  God  by  the 
atonement  of  the  bleffed  Jefus,  as  a  means  and  motive  to  perfuade 
finners  .  to  forfake  their  tins,  artd  be  reconciled  to  God  r  Vsi  hy 
are  the  evangelic  tojHcs  fo  often  infiiled  on,  and  reporefented  ih 
fuch  lively  language,,  for  the  encouragement  of  piety,  and  as  a 
guard  againft  fin  ?  What  need  had  he  of  the  hiflory  of  a  crnci* 
fied  Son  of  God  rifipg  from  the  dead,  afcending  to  heaven,  fitting* 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  interceding  for  finners,  and  governing 
the  world,  in  order  to  reform  mankmd  from  impiety  ?  Why 
do^  the  Scripture  tell  us^  that  the  **  Hearts  of  ^len  aie  to  be  pu* 

rificd  * 
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rified  by  Faithi  that  believing  in  the  Son  of  God  is  the  wajr  to 
get  the  yiSwy  over  the  world?  What  need  was  there  thatjiSt. 
Paul  fiiould  teach  us,  that  our  fins  are  to  be.moitified  in  us  by  the 
a/pftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  or  that  St.  Peter  or  St.  Jtfhn  fliould 
tell  us,  that  we  niuft  be  born  again  and  ruade.  new  creatures-^by  ' 
the  Word  of  God,  and  by  this  bleffed. Spirit  and  his  influences  ? 
Were  all  thefe  doftrines  fo  needful  in  the  primitive  days,  and  at- 
tended  with  fuch  illultrious  and  divine  fuccefs,  and  are  they  grown 
ufelefs  now  ? 

Let  4X9  inquire  in  the  third  plac^,  are  all  the  hearers  that  m^ke 
up  our  public  afTembHes  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  doflrines.-of 
Chrifi,  that  they  have  no  need  to  be  taught  then)  7  Have  they  all 
enjoyed  fa  happy  an  education  from  their  infancy,  as  to  under* 
iiaDd  the  Principles  of  the  Chridian  Religion,  and  the  peculiar 
Articles  of  iho  Faith,  which  are  fo  neceflary  lo  reflore  finners  tp  a 
divine  life  ?  Po  they  fo  much  as  know  that  they  *'  are  by  ta^\»ie 
.  "  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins  i*  "  And  do  they  know  how  to  apiJly 
ihofe  truths  to  the  bleffed  purpofcs  of  godlinefe  ?  I  am  fure  when 
we  make  particular  inquiries*  we  find  many. of  them  ignorant 
enough,,  both  of  then^felves  and  their  Saviour,  and  they  have  need 
to  be  taiight  the  firft  Principles  of  this  Oracles  of  God,  and  the 
Faith  of  Jefus.        . 

Shall  we  enquire  yet  further,  is  this  a  day  when  we  Ihould  lei^ve 
the  pecul  lar  articles  of  the  religion  of  Chriil  out  of  our  miniflra- 
tions,  when  the  truth   of  them  is  boldly  called  in  queftion,  and 
denied  by  fuch  multitudes  who  dwell  amorigft  us  ?'  Is  this  a  proper 
time  for    us  to  forget  tbcf  name  of  Chriil  in  our  public  labours^ 
when  the  wit  and  reafon  of  men  join  tog^ther^  and  labour  hardto 
cad  out  his  facred  nance  with  contempt  and  fcorn  ?    Is  it  a  feafon^ 
able  praflice  in  this  age.to  negleft.thefe  evangelic  themes,  and  to 
preach  up  virtue,  without  the  fpecial  principles  and  motives  w(th 
which  Chfift  has  furniihed  us,    when   there  are   fuch  numbers 
araongft  us  who  are  fond  of  Heathenifm^  who  are  endeavouring  to 
introduce  it  again  into  a  Chriftian  country,  and  to  fpread  the  poi- 
fon  of  infidelity  through  a  nation  called  by  his  name  ?     If  this  be 
our  praftice,  our  hearers  will  begin  to  think  indeed,  that  infidels 
may  have  fome  reafon  on  their  fide,  and  that  the  glorious  doc- 
trines of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  are  not  fo  necefTary  as  our  Fathers 
thought  them.     Will  this  be  our  glory,  to  imitate  the  heathen 
philofophers,  and  to  drop  the  Gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God?'  To 
be  complimented  by  linbelievers  as  men  of  fiiperior  fenfe  and  as 
deep  reafoners,  while  we  abahdoii  the  Faith  of  Jefus,  and  ftarVe 
the  fouls  of  our  hearers,  by  neglcftlng  to  diftributc  to  them  •*  tHis 
Bread  of  Life  which  came  down  fr€mi  Heaven  ?  '*    O  let  all  who 
are  his  minifiersi  remember  the  laft  Words  6f  their  departing  Lord, 
I' Go,  preaeh  the  Gofpel  to  evety  n'auori :    He  thai  Aefievcs  and 
is  baptised  fliall  be  faved,  and  Ke  that  belie vetb  not  <hall  be  damnea, 
VojL.  XX. -March,  1797.     ^    '  '  '  -Alad' 
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And  lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  to  the  end  of  the  world.'*  Let  lis 
fulfil  the  command,  let  us  publifli  the  threatning  with  the  prpmife, 
and  let  us  wait  for  the  attendant  blef&ng. 

Wherever  this  gofpel  is  publiihed  with  clear  and  proper  evi« 
dence,  the  belief  of  it  is  made  ncceffary  to  falvation,  and  it  is 
part  of  the  commiflion  of  minifters  to  make  known  this  to  the 
people :  Nor  is  there  any  thing  elfc  which  can  ftand  in  the  (lead 
of  this  Gofpel,  or  attain  ihofe  happy  purpofes  for  which  this  holy 
inilitution  was  defigned.  Unlefs  therefore  you  have  fuch  ah  high 
efleem  for  the  go^el  of  Chrift,  and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  its  divine 
worth  and  power,  as  to  take  it  along  with  you  when  you  defire  to 
fave  fouls,  you  had  better  lay  down  your  miniftry  and  abandon 
your  facred  profeffion  ;  for  you  will  but  fpend  your  flrength  for 
nought,  and  wafte  your  breath  in  vain  declamations  :  You  will 
neither  fam  your  own  Sout,  nor  them  that  hear  ydu ;  and  you 
will  have  a  terrible  account  to  give  at  the  laft  day,  what  you  have 
done  with  this  Gofpel  which  was  intrufted  with  yoU  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  mankind :  ¥ou  have  hid  this  divine  talent  in  the  earth, 
you  have  traded  intirely  with  your  own  ftock,  you  have  ••  com- 
pafled  yourfelf  about  with  fparks  of  your  own  kindling,  and  you 
n^uft  lie  down  in  forrow." 

IV.  In  addrefling  your  difcourfe  to  vour  hearers,  remember  to 
diftinguifh  the  different  chara£lers  oi  faints  ^nA  Jinners^  the  con- 
verted and  the  unconverted,  the  fincere  chriflian  and  the  formal 
piofeffor,  the  ftupid  and  the  awakened,  the  diligent  and  backiliding, 
tl^e  fearful  or  humble  foul,  and  the  obftinate  and  prefumptuous  : 
And^n  various  feafons  introduce  a  word  for  each  of  them.  "  Thus 
you  win  divide  the  word  of  God  aright  and  give  every  one  their 
ponion,"    2  Tim,  ii;  15, 

The  general  way  of  fpeakin^  to  all  perfons  in  one  view  and 
under  one  charafler,  as  though  all  your  hearers  were  certainly  true 
Chriftians  and  converted  already,  and  wanted  only  a  little  further 
reformation  of  heart  and  life,  is  too  common  in  the  world ;  but 
we  think  it  is  a  dangerous  way  of  preaching  :  It  hath  a  powerful 
and  unhappy  tendency  to  lull  unregeneraie  finners  afleep  in  fecu« 
rity,  to  flatter  and  deceive  them  with  dreams  of  happinefs,  and 
make  their  confciences  eafy,  without  a  real  converfion  of  heart  to 
God. 

Let  your  hearers  know,  that  there  is  a  vaft  and  anfpeakable  dif. 
ference  between  a  faint  and  a  iinner«  one  in-Chrift  and  one  out  o£ 
Chrift ;  between  one  whofe  heart  is  in  the  (late  of  corrupt  nature . 
or  unrenewed,  and  one  that  is  in  a  ftate  of  grace  and  renewed  to 
f^th  and  holinefs  ;  between  one  who  is  only  bom  of  the  Flefli,  and 
is  a,  child  of  wrath,  and  one  who  is  born  again,  ot  born  of  the  fpi« 
rit  and  is  become  a  child  of.  God,  a  member  pf  Chrift,  and  an  heir 
of  heaven.  Let  them  know  that  this  diftin£lion  is  great  and  x^e- 
^tZ^vfi  and  it  is  not  made  by  the  water  of  baptifm,  hut  by  the 

operation 
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t»pention  of  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God  on  the  hearts  of  men^ 
and  by  their  diligent  aitendance  on  all  the  appointed  itieans  of 
converting  grace.  It  is  a  real  change  and  of  innnite  importance^ 
and  bowever  it  has  been  derided  by  men,  it  is  glorious  in  ihe  eyes 
of  God,  and  it  will  be  made  to  appear  fo,  at  the  laft  day,  in  the 
eyes  of  men  and  angels  :  But  it  will  bring  with  it  infinite  terror 
tothofe,  who  thought  tbemfelves  fafe  in  a  common  carelefs  pro- 
feffion  of  Chrifiianity,  without  an  inward  change  of  heart. 
^  V,  Lead  your  hearers  zuifeiy  into  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
and  teach  them  to  build  their  faith  upon  folid  grounds.  Let 
them  firft  know  tuhv  they  are  Chrijlians^  that  they  may  be  firmly 
efiabliflied  in  the  oelief  and  profcffion  of  the  religion  of  Chrift, 
that  they  may  be  guarded  againil  all  the  airaults  of  temptation  and! 
infidelity  in  this  evil  day,  and  may  be  able  to  "  render  a  reafon  ot 
the  hope  that  is  in  them  :'*  Furnilh  them  with  arguments  in  op- 
poGtion  to  the  rude  cavils  arid  blafphemies  which  are  frequently 
thrown  out  in  the  world  againil  the  Name  and  Dodrines  of  the 
holy  Jefus. 

Then  let  the  great,  the  moft  important  and  moft  neceflary  arti- 
cles of  our  religion  be  fet  before  your  hearers  in  their  faireft  light. 
Convey  thena  inro  the  underftandings  of  thofe  of  meaneft  capacity, 
by  condefcending  fometimes  to  plain  and  familiar  methods  of 
fpeech ;  prove  tbefe  important  do3rines  and  duties  to  them  by  all 
proper  reafons  and  arguments : .  But  as  to  the  introducing  of  con« 
^overfies  into  the  pulpit,  be  not  fond  of  it,  nor  frequent  in  it  \ 
In  your  commoii  courfe  of  preaching  avoid  difputes,  efpecially 
about  things  of  lefs  importance,  without  an  apparent  call  of  Pro* 
yidence.  Religious  controverfies  introduced  without  real  neceffity, 
have  an  unhappy  tendency  to  hurt  the  fpicit  of  true  godlinefs,  both 
in  the  hearts  of  preachers  and  (learers,  1  Tim.  iv.  7^ 

And  have  a  care  of  laying  too  mpch  flrefs  on  the  peculiar  no* 
tions  and.  phrafes  of  the  little  fefia  and  parties  in  chriilianity : 
Take  heed  .that  you  do  not  make  your  hearers  bigots  and  unchft» 
ritable,  while  you  encfefivour  to  make  them  knowing  ChriAiarii. 
Eftablifh  them  in  all  the  moft  important  articles  of  the  ^oipel  of 
Chriit,  without  endeavouring  to  render  thofe  who  differ  from  you 
odious  in  the  fight  of  your  hearers;  Wbenfoever  you  are  con- 
ftrained  to  declare  your  difapprobation  of  particular  opinions, 
manifeft  your  love  to  the  perfons  of  thoCe  who  efpoufe  them»  and 
efpecially  if  they  are  peiffons  of  folid  piety, 

VI.  Do  not  content  yourfelf  to  prepare  a  ferttron  of  mere 
doSrinal -truths  and  articles  of  belief,  but  into  every  fermon  bring 
fomething  praftical.  It  is  true,  knowledge  is  the  foundali&n  or 
praftice;  the  head  muft  be  furniftied  with  a  degree  of  knowledge, 
or  the  heart  cannot  be  good  :  But  take  heed,  that  dry  fpeculations 
and  fchcmes  of  Orthodoxy,  do  not  take  up  too  large  a  part  of 
your,  difcourfes ;  and  be  luro  to  imprefs  it  frequently  on  your 
ncarcrs,  that  iioliaeft  i$;  the  great  end  of  all  knowledge,  ?nd  of 
[    .r,.Kji    .   ,      .       '  much 
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i|iueh  more  value  than  the  fublimeft  fpeculations,  Und  that  there" 
is  not  any  do£lrine  but  what  requires  fome  corrcfpondent  praftice 
df  pieiy. 

.  Among  the  praClical  parts  of  chriftianity,  mate  U  .your  bufi- 
H^fs  to  indtk  on  thofe  fubjefls  vyhich  are  inward  and  fpintual,  and 
which  go  by  the  name  of  Experimental  Religion.  Take  fuch 
thenies  as  thefe,  viz.  the  firfl:  awakenings  of  the  confcience  of  a 
fiqiner,  by  fo?rie  fpecial  and  awful  providence,  pr  by  fpni'e  parti-* 
CKkhx  paffages  in  the  word  of  God :  the  inward  terrors  of  mind, 
and"  fears  of  the  wrath  o^  GoH,  which  oftert  accompany  fuch' 
awakenings  ;  the  temptations  which  arife  to  divert  the  mind  from 
ttiera,  and  to  footh  up  the  firmer  in  the  courfe  of  his  iniquities  : 
the  inward  confli6h  of  the  fpirit  in  thefe  feafons,  the  methods  of 
relief  under  fuch  temptations,  the  arguments  that  may  fix  the 
heart  for  God,  againft  all  the  inticemenis  and  oppbfitions  of  the 
world  ;  the  labours  of  the  confcience  flufludtiug  between  hope 
and  fear;  the  rifing  and  working  of  indwelling  (in 'in  the  heart ; 
the  fubtil  excufes  framed  by  the  flefli  for  tljie  indulgence  of  it  ; 
the  peace  of  God  derived  from  the  gofpel,  allaying  the  inward 
terrors  of  the  foul  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt ;  the  vitlories  obtained^ 
aver  and  deliverances  from  ftrong  corruption  and  powerful  temp- 
tations, by  the  faiih  of  iinfeen  things,  by  repeated '  addrefFes  to 
God  in  prayer,  by  triifling  in  Jefus  the  great  Mediator,  vrbois' 
made  of  God  to  us  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fan£kification^ 
and  i^emptioR. 

While  you  are  treating  on  thefe  fiibjeQs,  give  us  Icive  to  put 
ybu  agairt  in  mind,  that  it  will  fometimes  have  a  very  bappy  in- 
fluence on  the  minds  of  your  hearers,  to  fpeak  What  yoti  have 
Warnt  from  your  own  Experience:  You  may  inform  them^  what 
you  have  bonxiwerf  from'ybur^wn  obfervation,  and  from  the  Ex- 
perience of  Ghriftians  who  have  paffed  through  the' fatne  tria^ 
wcho  have  wreftled  witft  the  fame  corruptions  of  nature,  who  have' 
grappied  with  the  fame  difficultieSg  and  at  lad  }^tn  Xnade  conquer, 
ors.'  .*'  As  face  anfweri  face  in  the  glafs,  fo  the  he^rt  of  one  man 
ainfwers  to  another,"  and  the  workings  of  the  different  j[)rix^iples 
of  fleih  and  fpirtt,  corrupt  nature  and  renewing  grace,  have  a 
great  deal .  of  refemblance  in  the  hearts  of  different  perfons  who 
have  paffed  through  them*  This  fOrt  6f  in(iru£lion,  drsiwn  front 
jii^fta^d  folid  ej(perience,  will  animate  ai)d  encourage  the  young 
chriftian  that  begins  to  fl[>ake  off  the  flavery  of  (in,  and  to  fet  his 
fape  toward  heave^:  This  wijl  make  it  appear  that  religt^n  is  ho 
iif)pra£licable  thing : .  It  will  efiabliib  and  comfort  the  profeflbnj 
of}'  the  gofptl,  and  excite  them  wiih  new  vigour  to  proceed  in  the 
way  of  faith  and  bolinefs»  it  will  r«iife  a  fiedfaft  courage  and 
hppe^  and  will  generally  produce  a  moft  happy  effeCl»  beyond  ail 
tt^at  you  can  fay  frorn  principles  of  meer  reaibning  and  dry  fpe- 
rulation :  a;id  efpecialiy  where  you  have  the  coDcurrent  experi- 
tmcc  of  any  fcriptural.  examples* 

l^Tu  be  ^^Hiinutd.  J  A  ibort 
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Afliort  Account  of  Sarah  Ricby  of  Bolton'. 

SH  E  was  born  af  honeft  parents^  who  were  members  of  the 
eflabllQied  church.  Her  natural  dHipofition  was  very  amiable 
and  placid ;  notwithlUndiDg  which  Ihe  was  unacqti«iinted  wiiiik 
Kerfelf,  and  the  God  of  her  fj^lvation,  till  (he  was  married.  $ooa 
after  marriage,  her  hulband  was  awakened^  and  found  an  ar« 
dent  defire  that  his  wife  might  be  awakened  too.  He  brought 
her  to  hear  the  word,  and  prayed  with  her  and  for  her«  pften  en-* 
treating  her  tQ  feek  the  Lord  while  he  was  to  be  found.  His  la-i 
hour  was  not  in  vain,  for  it  pleafed.  God  to  open  hei»eyes  in  a 
ineafure,  to  fee  her  ruined  ^ondidoipi;  .but  being  ftrongly  ajtiafched 
to  the  church,  (he  was  very  unwilling  to  go  any  where  elfe*  How- 
ever in  the  end,  (he  found  it  expedient  to  attend  all  the  means  of 
grace,  and  cime'more  willingly  to  the  Methodift  Chapel,  where 
fce  found  the  Word  to  be  quick  and  powerful^  fharper  than  a  two- 
edged  fword,  and  more  efpecially  when  Ihe  was  hearing  Mr. 
GreenwobdJ .  She  could  not  reft  till  the  Lord  mauiifiefted  His  par- 
doning  love  to  her  foul,  which  was  about  three  weeks  alter.  For 
feme  confiderable  time^  (he  went  on  her  way  rejoicing  ia  the  God 
of  .her  falvation;  but  being  detained  from  the  means  by  baviog 
cliifdfen  pretty  faft,  andTb'me  troubles  falling  in  her  way,  (he,  did 
rot  retain  her  firft  lovd,  but  fuftered  lofi  in  her  foul;  not  that  (he 
fell  back  into  the  world,  or  left  the  ways  of  religion,  but  (he  had 
nbt  that  comfortable  feJlowlhip  with  God  which  (he  enjoyed  iii 
thnes  J>aft  ;  fo  that  it  was  a  winiery  feafon  with  her. 

Her  lad  ficknefs  begun  on  January  i,  .1794,  and  a  tediousp 
painful  feafon  it  proved:  what  made  it  the  more  uncomfortable 
was,  the  poor  languid  date  of  her  foul :  She  had  loft  (iglu  of  her 
Beloved,  and  her  cry  was,  "  Oh,  that  I  knew  where  I  might: 
fmd  him!  that  I  might  even  come  to  his  feat,"  Job  xxiii.  3^ 
Thus  this  poor  daughter  of  affliQion  continued  to  ligh  after  her 
abfent  Lord,  till  the  morith  of  June  following.  In  that  membra, 
ble  irionth,  there  was  a  blefTed  out-pouring  of  the  Spirit,  in  the 
Chapel  Jit  Bolton,  infomuch  that,  I  think,  near  one  hundred 
were  brought  into  liberty  in  one  week,  the  Chape!  was  crowded? 
every  night,  and  it  was  generally  midnight  before  the  meetings 
dould  be  broke  up. 

*  Our  poor  diftreffed  fifllsr  defired  to  attend  at  the  Chapel,  thb* 
very  weak  :  accordingly  ftc  was  condufled  thither,  and  as  her 
faith  was,  fo  it  was  unto  her :  the  Lord  v  fited  her  with  th^ 
fight  of  his  counieiiance  once  more  :  Never  was  raip  more  ac- 
ceptable to  the  thirfty  land,  than  the  qheering  prefence  of  the 
Saii-of  Righieoufnefs  \o  her  difconfolate  foul.  She  continued  to 
lejolce  in  the  God  of  b'er  falvation,  till  (he  finally  took  to 
bcjr  bed,  which  was  a  fortnight  before  her  death. 

During  the  time  (he  was  confined,  (he  bore  her  alHi^lion, 
which    was  very  heavy,    with  chriftian  refignation  ;  but  longed 

to 
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to  depart  that  {be  might  be  with  her  precious  Chrift,  (as  (he  moft 
devoutly  called  him)  to  behold  his  glory, 

'  The  filver  cord  rtow  loofened  apace,  and  on  the  fisd,  abobi 
fiootif  (he  feemed  to  be  near  her  journey's  end.  She  defired  her 
relations,  and  fotne  of  her  religious  acquaintance  to  be  called  in, 
that  they  might  intreat  the  Lord  to  cut  (hort  his  work  in  righte- 
oufnefs.  Her  friends  came,— and  had  a  moll  folemn  meeting  with 
her.  Her  laft  words  were,  "  Come,  Jefus !  " .—  and  here  her 
Ipeech  failed.  Her  hufband  perceived  that  (he  was  deprived  of 
Ijpeech,  yet  perfeSly  fenfible,  de(ired  of  her,  that  if  the  Lord  was 
precious,  flie  would  open  her  eyes,  which  (he  infiantly  did  :  and 
thus  her  happy  fpirit  took  its  ffight  to  Abraham's  bofom,  without 
figh  or  groan^  in  the  25th  year  of  her  age. 

T.  Taylor. 


^*^v>^^^v^»^v^^^ 


NApt&ATiVE  ot  the  Travels  of  the  Grosvenor's  Crew* 
[  CcntiniLcd  from  page  84.  ] 

THE  day  following  they  came  to  a  river,  where  one  of  the 
j)eople  was  taken  ill,  whom  they  were  obliged,  from  fevere 
uecefliiy,  to  leave  behind,  and  faw  him  no  more.         Being  in 

JolTeiiion  oi  the  fi(h  thcy^  had  lately  met  with,  they  bad  at  prefent 
O  bccafion  to  retard  their  progrefs  by  feeking  for  (hell-filh  ;  they 
therefore  profecuted  their  journey  with  all  the  expedition  it  was 
in  their  power  to  make^  and  they  continued  to  do  fo  for  about  four 
days. 

The  knives  they  had  with  them,  enabled  them  to  keep  a  more 
regular  account  of  their  tinie,  than  they  had  for  a  long  while 
done.  Having  procured  a  (lick,  they  cut  a  notch  in  it  for  tyj^ry 
day,  and  for  Sunday  a  riotch  crofs-ways.  In  this  manner  they 
kept  a  fort  of  reckoning  ;  but  having  one  day  loft  the  ftick  as  they 
%vere  crofling  a  river,  they  were  no  longer  able  to  refer  to  it^  and 
tl)e  care  they  had  taken  ^as  of  no  avail.  ^. 

As  they  generally  kept  as  near  as  they  could  to  the  feii-(hore,  it 
is  not  to  he  wondered  at  that  they  had  many  rivers  to  pafs,  fome 
of  which  were  very  broad.  The  cooft,  from  that  part  of  CafFra* 
ria,  on  which  they  were  wrecked,  10  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^ 
abounds  with  them,  confequently  their  progrefs  was  greatly  ob« 
ilruded,  and  they  were  enough  to  deter  thofe  who  could  not  fwim 
from  proceeding. 

Thcv  foon  after  reached  a  new  river,  by  the  fid^of  which  they 
feemedf  very  much  inclmed  to  take  up  their  refidence  for  the 
night,  but  as  there  was  no  frelh  water  to  be  met  with,  they 
thought  they  (bould  be  obliged  to  pafs  it ;  however,  finding  a  great 
quantity  of  large  beriies  which  were  eatable,  aud  which  rendered, 

•         the  * 
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the  want  of  water  more  fupportable,  they  rem^kined  where  they 
were.  ^ 

The  nfext  morning  it  blowing  frefh,  and  the  wrather  bein^  very 
cold,  fome  ol  the  company  were  unwilling  to  crofs ;  but  Hyncs, 
and  about  ten  others,  impatient  to  get  forward,  fwumv  over,  and 
Jeft  the  reft  behind,  among  whom  was  the  little  boy.  Whea 
thefe  had  gained  tbe  oppofite  (hore,  ihey  purfued  |heir  journey, 
till.they  came  to  a  place  where  they  met  with  (hell-jSfih,  wood,  and 
water.  Here  they  halted  two  days,  in  expeflation  of  the  others 
coiring  up,  but  as  it  fllll  continued  to  blow  FreQi,  it  was  concluded 
that  they  had  not  ventured  to  crofs  the  water.  Hynes  and  his 
party,  therefore,  thinking  it  in  vain  to  wait  loqger  for  their  timo- 
rqus  companions,  went  on  ;  and  foon  afterwards  came  to  another 
river,  which  they  likewife  crofTed,  and  having,  by  digging  in  the 
land,  found  f refli  water,  •  repofed  there  for  the  night. 

The  returning  morning  faw  them  on  their  journev,  which  they 
had  not  purfued  many  ^urs,  before  they  dificovered  a  dead  (eaJ, 
which  the  furf  had  left  on  the  (hore.  Only  one  of  the  knives 
made  of  the  nails,  as  before  related,  was.  in  (he  poffeflion  of  this 
party,  and  it  was  become  fo  blunt  q^s  to  be  nearly  ufclefs  ;  they 
therefore  Iharpened  ic  by  the  fame  means  as  they  had  at  firft  givea 
it  an  edge,  and  with  it,  and  fome  (harp  (htlls,  which  they  found 
on  the  beach,  cut  up  the  feaU  Having  performed  this,  they  dreffed 
fome  of  it  on  the  fpot,  and  canied  the  remainder  with  them;  and 
when  they  came  to  a  convenient  fpot  for  wood  an4  water,  agaia 
repofed  themfelves. 

The  next  morning  the  party  left  behind,  overtook  that  in  which 
Hynes  was.  Since  the  d^ath  of  the  carpenter,  the  conduSing  it 
had  devolved  to  the  fliip's  fteward.  It  appeared  that  they  had  fuf- 
fered  much,  ^nd  had  been  feverely  treated  by  the  natives,  fo  that 
what  with  fatigue,  hunger,  and  other  incidents,  five  of  them  had 
died  (ince  their  feparation. 

Having  (bared  between  them  the  i^mainder  of  the  feal,  and 
taken  fome  repofe,  the  party  fet  off  aN  together,  and  after  fome 
timqpcame  to  a  lofty  mountain,  which  they  found  they  (hould  be 
obliged  to  crofs^  or  to  ^o  round  the  bluff  point  of  a  rock  which 
projefled  confiderably  into  the  fea.  The  latter  paffage  appear- 
ing to  be  much  the  (horteil,  they  cbofe  that:  hut  had.  foon 
reafon  to  repent  of  their  determination  :  for  the  fu;rf  broke  fo 
violently  againft  the  rock,  that  they  had  all  nearly  been  fwept 
away  by  it.  Their  efcape.  was  almpft  miraculous. .  In  their  fo- 
licitude  to  preferve  themfelves,  four  or  five  of  the  men  loft 
their  allowance  of  the  feal,  of  which  each  bore  his  {hare.  But 
their  greatell  misfortune  was,  tjiat  tji^ir  firebrands  were  all  cxiia- 
guiflied. 

They  now  proceeded  on  their  journey,  but  were  greatly  dif- 
j^irited  by  tbe  lofs  of  their  fire  1  an  article  that  was  fo  neceffary, 

not    , 


rj»8      The  ShijfWrcct  6f  the  GROSVENOR  Eaft-Indiaman* 

mot  only  fdr  drcfling  their  food,  but  for  their  defence  by  night 
againft  the  wild  beafts,  with  which  moft  of  the  country  they 
^pafled  through  abounded.  The  inconveniences  that  mull  tnevi- 
;lably  attend  the  extindion  of  their  brands,  dwelt  upon  their 
loinds,  and  threw  an  additional  gloom  over  their  profpefts. 

As  they  marched  on  in  this  difconfolate  ftate,  they  came  in 

.  fight  of  feveral  female  natives,  whd,  the  moment  they  were  difco- 

•yered,  took  to  their  heels  and  ran  away.      When  the  travellers 

came  up  to  the  fpot  on  which  thefe  women  were  firft  feen,  they 

perceived  that  they  had  been  employed  in  catching  muTcIes.     Btit 

what  was  their  fatisfaElion,  when  they  found  that  the  fire,  at  whi(ih 

-they  had  been  drefling  their  fifli,  was  not  extinguifhed  !    With  joy 

they  lighted  thehr  brands,  and  after  having  repofed  themfelves  a 

few  hours,  proceeded  on  their  way.      It  muft  be  remarked  that 

they  ufually  ftopped  at  thofe  places  where  they  found  wood  fuffi- 

cient  to  fornifli  them  with  neceflary  firing,  but  never  when  they 

could  be  fupplied  with  water  only,  as  without  wood  tbey  could 

not  Oeep  in  fecurity. 

The  next  day  they  came  to  a  village  where  the  natives  fliewed 

*  a  young  bullock,  and  ofFclrefl  to  barter  with  them  for  it.  The  in- 
fide  of  a  watch,  fome  buttons,  &c.  being  offered  in  exchang-e, 
they  were  readily  accepted)  and  the  beaft  driven  into  the  Kraal, 

•%vhere  it  was  killed  by  our  people  with  one  of  the  native^s 
'  lances. 

The  natives  took  out  the  entrails,  with  which  they  feemed 
much  pleafed^  and  the  carcafs  was  divided  among  our  people  in 
the  following  manner  :  That  no  one  might  have  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  an  unjuft  diflribution,  as  foon  as  the  whole  was  cut  into 
pieces,  as  equal  in  quantity  as  pof&blc,  one  of  the  men  ftood  with 
his  back  towards  them,  and  being  afked  who  fhould  have  the 
♦piece  held  up,  menftioned  the  name  of  the  perfon.  By  this  means 
every  one  ot  the  company  wtfre  fatisfied.  Nor  was  the  youth  fo'r- 
'  gotten  orr  the  occafion.  *The  fkin  alfo  was  cut  into  pieces,  and 
diflributed  by  lot  ;  and  thofe  who  got  any  part,  m^de  a  fort  bf 
Ihoes  of  it.  They  took  up  their  abode  for  thsit  night  nmt  the 
.  village,  and  having  formed  a  catamarand,  next  mornifig,  paffed 
the  river,  each  carrying  his  portion  of  provifions.  [ 

This  was  the  only  inftatice  in  which  they  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain any  foftenance  from  the  natives,  during  their  journey,  ex* 
cept  now  and  then,  the  women  would  give  the  child  a  little  milk. 
Though  the  age  qf  this  yonng  gentleman  was  ill-fuited  to  combat 
the  inconveniences  of  fo  long  a  journey,  yet,  ixl  fuch  an  unpro- 
'  vidcdflate,  he  got  on  tolerably  well  upoit  tnte  whole.    Where  the 

•  Toid  was  even  and  good,  he  walked,  and  was  able  to  keep  pace 
with  the  party  ;    but  whe|i  they  came  to  deep  fands,  or  paflWd 

.  thiough  high  gtafs,  ;whicb  was  often  tbe'clfe,  the  people  (^rhed 
^  him  by  ^turns.    When  thpy  went  on  J5(hing^pamc5»..hc^  w^s.,Aatj^ 

oned 
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ened  ttaatf  Ar  fi)M«  in  oMMrilo  kMp  diem  altghci  idd-on  tlieit  rc« 
tam  i«  Mwirded  with  a  pan  of  the  ffoiU 

They  again  marched  brl^  and  came  to  a  landy  defaff^  whldi 
took  thein  ten  days  to  pa&.  Here  they  entirely  loft  fight  of  (He 
natiiret.  In  pafling  unt  ddkrt,  they  had  a  great  naihb^r  6£ 
rittn  to  crofs,  fo  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  focMI  they  carried 
wilh  tbem»  cbey  muil  ineritably  have  periflied.  .  They  f6rttx« 
aatdy  were  iioi  at  a  lofi  for  wood,  findmg  a  foffletent  quantify 
on  the  baaks^  of  the  tivtn,  which  had  been  broq|fai  dowja  by 
dieflooda  :  and  by  digging  in  the  fand  they  feldoiri  failed  to  gift 
•Water.  •         '  - 

•  They  perceived  that  they  were  now  got  itito  another  nattonf  tiie 
people  ot  which  Hynes  thinks,  were  called  Mambookers,*  iHr^* 
'Which  they  travelled  for  five  or  fix  days.  '  During  that  period  tUe 
natives  fometimes  ufed  tbem  very  ill,  and  at  other  times  fuffered 
them  to  pafs  unmolefteft. 

Being  now  upon  the  borders  of  the  fea,  they  were  met  by  .a 
party  m  the  natives,  who  by  figns  ad? ifed  them  to  go  inUna^ 
and  pointed  out  the  path  they  were  to  purfue.  ,  This  path  they 
accordingly  took,  ana  after  having  travelled  about  three  mile^^ 
they  came  to  a  village  where  they  found  only  women  aiid 
•children.  .^ 

Here  they  refiied  awhile,  and  the  women  brought  |C|si  k  littje 
nilk,  which  they  gave  to  matter  Law.  The  millji  lica$  coi^in^d 
in  a  iinaU  balket,  curioufly  formed  of  ruflies,  and  to  compaft  as 
to  hold  any  liquid.  During  their  ftay,  they  examined  fevend  ^f 
their  hutSy  where  they  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  manner 
in  which  they  churned  their  buttdr :  Thb  milk  was  put  lAto  « 
leather  bag,  which  being  hun^  op  in  the  middfe  of  th^  hiit,  was 
puthed  backward  and  for¥rard  oy  two  perfons  flanding  at  the  £de$ ; 
and  this  they  eontinued  to  do,  till  the  butter  arrived  at  i  proper 
fiate  of  tonfillence.  When  it  is  properly  prepared,  th^  m(x 
foot  w|th  it  to  anoint  their  bodies. .  This  operation  not  only  fervea 
thnn  as  a  fecurjty  againft  the  intenfe  heat  of  tb.e  climate,  but 
renders  them  a£live,  and  gives  them  that  agUity  which  the  itlha«» 
biunts  of  Africa  are  wc||  known  to  exhibit  Soth  in  the  chace  and 
m  battle. 

,^  While  the  travellers  were  reftingtbemfelves,  the  men  belong* 
ing  to  the  village  returned  from  hunting,  each  bearing  upon  the 
pomt  of  his  a&ygay,  his  divifion  of  the  fpoil  they  had  talcen, 
which  cbnfifted  of  a  piece  of  a  deer  weighing  about  ten  pounds. 
At  foon  as  they  faw  the  ftrangers,  they  gathered  round  theni  in  a 
riog,  and  feemed  to  gaze  on  them  with  admiration:  After  whicb^ 
they  (hewed  them  two  bowls  of  milk,  which  they  aj^aTed  lo  be 


*  * Attatiottaamad  MsmWek,  liesticnr  the  {tarcasof  tht^fiaer  GfqakVlbkt 
*  iImm  teaytb  d^i^rca  ctf  fi^uth  latimdc*  bMaril^  oa  jCitffrarit.' 

Vot.  XX.  March,  if^f.  willing 
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.  fwiUiitg  to Jiarfrn;  :  but  as  the  EngHli  .Idid  vnolhing  kll  tkal  ^^tonU 
prove  acceptable  to  the  natives,  tboy.  bad  itber  «trttfic«lian'to-rfiefc 

(It  applied  to  other  piprpores.  .  The  hi^rgain  being  declioedy  the 
favages  brought  Froift  their  huts  flicks  fuz;ied.  at  the  ends,  and 
feating  theralelves  round,  the  bowls,,  dipped  their  flicks  Jiuo  the 
milk,  and  tW,  in- a  (bofft:time  lucked  the  whole  of  it  jUp.     .    \ 

They  had  fcarcely  finiOied  their  ipcal,  than  they,  all, cofehaftity 

tip,  and  in  an  inflant  w6nt  off  in  diffeteat  dior^ioBft^  at  which  iHir 

peoiple.wcccuery  much  furprlfed.    Theec  were  at  icaB  fiwty  of 

.ibecR.  .  The  noife  of  fome  of  their  o^Qipamooa  at:  a  dtftance 

feeming  to-'bave  awakened  their  attention,  they  feampered  inio 

\tbe  wood;s,.and  were  out  of  fight  In  an  inflant.    It  was  not  long, 

•boweyer,  before  they  returned  with  a  deer  they  had  killed ;  whi<^ 

,  our  people  begged  very  fervently  to  be  permiued  to  partake  df, 

'but  in  vain  ;  an il  night  coming  on,  they  infifted  that  their  vifitors 

fliould  quit  the  Kra3.      This  they  Were  forced  to  complv  iyiti|f, 

and  after  walking  four  or  five  miles,  they  laid  themfelves  oown  to 

'reft-* 

\.  As  foon  as  the  fun  arofe,  our  people  purfued  their  journey, 
'.and   cpiltinued  to  do.fo   for  feveral  days,   during  which  they 

•paffed  maijy  villagies,  where  they  faw  a,  greit  number  of,  oxen,; 
Diit  as  tliey  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  have  nothing' to  offer  in  eji^- 
change,  they,  were  obliged  to  content  themfelyes  with  the  fight 

*  only?  'The  natives  woul'd  part  with  nothing  without  a  valuable 
'  eonfideration,  unfifs  it  was  now  and  .then  a  little  ipilk  for  tHe 
;  Voiith;  They,  however,'  fuffered  them  to  pafe  along  without  mo- 
-feftation. .;  ■''.'.' 

Tli^y  now  came  tp  another  rtver,*  but  the  tide  being  flood,  it 
*w^s  ^p6  wide  0  crofs.  Near  the  robulb  of  it  they  faw  three  or 
'.fouriipts,  which  contained  only  women  and  children,  the  men 

*  being  trom  hpme.  The  fleQi  of  fome  fea-cows,  and  feaJions^ 
'was%aqging  on  the  huts  to  dry,  of  which  the  women  gave  the 
'travellers  a.pa!t.  I'hey  flept  that  night  at  a  little  diflance  from 
Ithefe  huis.  The  next  day,  nine  of  the  company,'  among  whom 
Vas  Hynes,  fwam  over  the  river^  while  the  reft,  from  an  appre- 
jhenfion  of  not  beinjj  able  to  fucceed  in.  fuch  an  attempt,  flayed 

behind,  notwithftanding  it  was  not  a  mtle'over  at  low  water^  and 
the  greater  part  foxdable. 

Thofe  who  had  croffed  the  liver  had  not  proceeded  above  three 
'  pr  four  lilies,  before  they  obferved  a  feal  fleeping  juft  above  high 

*  water  mark.  As  they  drew  near,  the  ahimal  aw^ke,  and  in- 
ftantly  made  towards  the  Water.      But  being  provided  with  long, 

'pointed  flicks,  which  ifeey  called  their  mufcle-fticks,  they  fuf- 
'  rounded  hiin,  and  thus  cut  off  his  retreat,  by  which  means  they 
"at  length  killed  him.  As  foon  as  he  was  dead,  they  cut  his  flefh 
,«ihto  junks;  and  «akiiig^^ry  mm  his  {torfSori,'  proceeded  oil' their 
march. '  They  travdled  fcuT' or  five-days,  during  whidi^th^  4%^ 
^  .    .^      |.  ^^         .,  \.  .        :      .    «.    ..many 


^ 
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many  (^  ^the-  mtiyQi^  wlpo- behaved  loleisal>t7' ciyiU  >t  Now  and 
then  indeed,  they  encountered  fome,  that  after  overhauling  them, 
(as  (he,  fjiilof^expffds  rtfiemfelvey),  gate  foioe  of  ftbenra  blow  or 
two. 

They  now  came  to  another  river,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
j6rots#:  In  pa&ig  thefe  riVer9»  when  they  didnot^conftruSt  a^ta- 
Mm^nxiis  twir  iMual  method  ws^s  to  tie  their  cU>atbs  up  ^  tig^t 
as  pofllbIe».  and  then,  faften  the  biindle  with  a,  b^fid  round  theiir 
foreheads,  by  which  means^  it  appealed  fomewfaaJ^.lUce  •§  tiirbtpd. 
Into  ihe  front  of  thefe  bundles  ttiey  fluck  their,  firebrands,,  wbioh 
.Jtaodtug  upright,  were  thus  kepi  froH?!  being  extt^guilhed*  by  tb« 
water.  Two  of  the  party  in  crofling  tbis.riyer,  ,wi»r.e  unfortunate 
enough  to  .drop  their  braiids  ;.  this  lof3»  h^wiever^  wai/ioade  up  by 
the  refi.  In  the  l^eft  manner  they  were  able. - 

Having  paffed.the  river,  tbey  prpceeded  on  their  route,  and  tfa^ 
next  day  found  a  whale.  Being  thus  proi^edfor  A  time,  and  ot 
courfe  there  beiog  no  neceffity  for. their  hurrying  , on ^asjufual, 
they  took  up  their  abode  on  this  Tpot  for  two  days|  in  hopes  of  tb^ 
other  party  f4lling  in.with  them.  But  as  they  afterwards  learnt;^ 
thofe  they  had  left  behind,  by  keeping  more  inland,  had  inliTed 
tbem  and.got  on  before.  They  had  by  this  time  cut  up  as  much 
of  the  whale  as  they  could  carry,  arid  being  much  refrefhed,  the)? 
purfued  their  journey  with  alacrity,  having  now  no  neceffity  a^ 
turn  oujt  of  the  way,  or  to  loUer  in  queft  of  food.  .  Thus  the)r 
,wenl  pn  for  eight  or  ten  days,  during  which  they  had  m^ny  riyeri 
to  ford;  and  as  they  travelled,,  they  difcovered  by  fome  finall 
pieces  pf  rags  they  found  fcattered  here  and  there,  which  coi^ld 
only  belong  to  their  countrymen,  that  thetr  friends  .mu{l  have 
paffed  them.  \  \     \  ' 

A  large  Tandy  defart  now  lay  before;  them,  which  feparates  the 
nation  of  the  M^ipbuckees  from  the  Tambuickees,*  Thi^  they 
en*cred,  and  finding'  towards  the  fcrpfe  61*  the  firft  day,-  that  tHere 
was  but  little  profpfcft-of  obtaining  either  wood  'ojf  water, 'they 
were  much  diflieartened.  To  their  gr^at  joy.  However,  at  thcr 
entrance  of  a  deep  gully,!  they  faw  written  on'thcfafnd  fte  fol- 
lowing dire&ion  :  "  Turn  in  here,  antji  you  xi^iflfi'hd  plenty  of 
mood -and  wdttrJ!*  '  'ITliey  were  biot  bi«kM«iifl  ini'<xEeying  the 
pleafiog  mandate ;  audi 00  entering  the  goHy,"  foundoa'  jbeat  alcove,- 
where,  from  the  infeription,  the\remafais  pf  tlicir  e^tin3v  fires^ 
aod  federal  other  traces,  tbey  were  affur^  tibeir  iatercompaiHon^ 
bad  repofed  tlpiemfelves.  The;  nexr  day*  tkey  cooiiBued: their 
journey,  and  went  ondbr  the  four  or  fiVa  ioBtweding  ones^  wttb** 
out  neetiitg  wiftb  ar  Tingle  iiiterefting  tBMiieuniaaaceyiie:(cept  thai; 
their  fiatigue  tpcfcafed  as  they  {>socee£!d.    »1  ♦.     <»,i    r-.  .  ,.  .iii  ,-j<;> 

',*  T^eaatii^a  of  the  Tam^i^ckacs  ,lies  mher  tct  ih{  kwfy^fi^  jof  the  Mu^\ 
'^f^'  .  •.  . .  -       r  V  'i"    •  "'  •    ^'  i    i'  '  *''"  '  ^    '-^^"'  -^-^  ^<^ 

•-.M)      -     : *[/?>-lW«(V«^%^^Jt  '.f...l0dMtn»vrf^l3V^ 

V  ^  •  '  S  a  On 
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Pear  Sir, 

AS  the  Science  oF  Judidal  AJhoidgy,  which  preteii^  to  foli4» 
tell  future  Events,  by  the  Aj^Bs^  Pafitions,  and  hfuime^ 
ol  the  heavenly  bodies,  has  not  yet  falien  into  that  c<mtet|ipf« 
^thfom€  fifjims^  which,'  I  think  it  nMrtts  from  all :  permit  IM 
to  recooimena  to  yon/Readers  the  following  extra6lfrom  the  f«« 
cond  book  of  Barclay's  Argettis,  Under  Catherine  de  M^ 
dicis,  and  Heufy  IIL  and  IV.  of  France,  the  predt£tions  <$f  Aiu 
trolo^ers  wtM  a  common  theme  ^f  court  converfation;  ^  An  As^ 
pqloger  having  underiaken  to  inftruQ  Henry  IIL  in  the  event  of 
%  ^ar  threaten/^  by  the  fafiion  of  the  Gui/es^  in  i  j8t ;  Barclay 
attacked  him  thus : 

/*  You  maintain  that  the  circumftances  of  Life  and  Death 
jdepend  on  the  place  and  influence  of  the  celeftial  bodies,  at  the  time 
isrben  the  child  firft  comes  to  light ;  and  yet  own  that  the  beavena 
tevolye  with  fiich  vaft  rapidity,  that  the  fituation  of  the  ftars  ia 
i:onfiderably  changed  in  the  leaft  point  of  time.***What  cettainty 
then  can  there  be  m  your  art,  imlefs  you  fuppofe  the  midwives 
conftantly  cdreful  to  obferve  the  clock,  that  the  minute  of  tim^ 
faiy  be  conveyed  to  the  infant  as  we  do  bis  patrimony  ?  How 
pftet)  does  the  mother's  danger  prevent  this  care  ?  And  ndW  many 
i»re  there  who  are  not  influenced  by  this  fuperftition  ?  Bat  fup. 
boGng  them  watchful  to  your  wi(h ;  if  the  child  be  long  in  the 
birth,  which  |Ute  of  the  ftars  is  to  determine  for  him  ?  I  fay  no- 
thing of  the  common  errors  of  clocks  and  other  time-keepers^ 
lu^cient  to  elude  ^11  your  cares  ! 

**  Again,  why  are  we  to  rej^rd  the  flars,  only  at  his  Nativity^ 
^nd  not  thofe  rather  vhi^h  ihonf  when  the.Fcetus  was  BrU  ani^ 
maU4?  Ana  why  muft  thofe  others  be  excluded  which  prefided 
while  the  bod]^ ,  rf:mained  tender  and  fufceptible  of  thp  weakeft 
impreftion,  during  (j^a^t^li  ? 

**  But  feutug  iUi  afide,  aad  fitpporing  the  face^  df  the  .faeavena 
^ecus^tely  known':  vbence  arifes  tbis  dominipa  of  :tlia  fl^  byef 
our  bodies  and  minds,  tint  they  mull  be  the  iprbitersi  of  Jour  Jnip- 
fhefsi  our  number  pf  Itfe  and  death  f  Were  alitbofe  who  w«nt 
to  battle  and  died  i^miur^  born  under  the  ^^nfr  ^(ition  of  Ike 
Hcanrans  ?    And^  wIm  a*  (hip  is  to  be  caft  away,  uall  it  admit  noi 

gflengers^  but  thofe  doomed  by  the  -flarsto  foffnr  ihipwaeck  ^ 
r,  r^er^  do  wh jperfons  born  under  every  planet  .go  into  bauie^ 
or  oi|  board  the  veUel,  and  notwith.flanding  the  difparity  of  their 
^^jh^,  pfcrijk  afUftf  Aj^ih.  ^H  born  undelr  the  hvoK  configuration 
pf  the  ftars,  do  not  live  of  die  in  thefanus  manner.  Are  alt  lyho' 
iHref^  b^  at  ^  |i)aae  ttme  with  ifie  Kiiij^,  Afpnarfhs  f    Or,  ar^ 
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tbqf  M  vftn  ^Hve  «t  this  day  ?  View  M.  Villeroy  here  ;  nay, 
view  youtttii;  were  all  wna  eame  into  the  wqrid  with  inm,  afs 
wifcapd  virtuous  as  fae^  or  all  born  Under  j<pttr  ^Z£fi9  fi^  ASrcb* 
jurs  like  you  ?  if  a  man  be  flain  by  a  fobber,  you  will- (ay,  he  was., 
doomed  to  periih  by  a  robber's  handi  but  did  the  fame  ftsirs  which. 

]rben  the  traveller  w^s  bom,  fubjeflcd  hini  to  the  robber's  fword  ? 
a  thiey  likewife  ^ive  the  rpbber,  who  perhaps  was  bom  long  be* 
fore,  ^  power  ^nS  inclination  to  kill  htoi?^  For  ^oa  will  allQUf, 
that  it  is  as  much  owing  to  the  ftars  that  the  one  luU^,  as  that  ibe  . 
other  is  killed.  And  when  a  man  Im  overwhelmed  by  the  fall  of  ji 
hoiife,  did  the  wails  become  faulty,  becaofe  the  (lars  doomed  him, 
to  die  thereby  ;  or,  rather,  was  not  his  death  owing  to  this,  that 
the  walls  were  tauliy  7  Thefan^e  may  be  faid  with  regaril  to  ho^* 
noors  aiid. employs;  becaufe^tbe  ftars. wbieh  (hone  at  a  man's  na- 
tivity, promiled  hiip  prefecinent,  could  thofe  have  an  influence 
over  other  perfons  not  born  imder  them,  by  wbofe  fuCFrages  hfB 
was  to  rife  ?  Or  how  do' the  fiar^  at  one  man's  birth  annul  or  fst 
afiile  the  contrary  infloencc3  of  oiher.ftars  which  (bone  at  the  birth 
of  another  ? 

*'  The  truth  iig  ftt|>pofixig  the  reality  of  idl  the  planetaiy  powers; 
as  the  Sun,  which  viGts  an  infinity  of  bodies  wiab  the  fame  rays, 
has  not  the  fame  effe£l  on  all  s  butfome  things  zr^AarJfftid  there- 
by,  as  c/#y«  others  are  foJUhei^  ^max  :  fooEie  roods  ektrijhcd^ 
others  itpr$yfd\  the  tender  herbs  Scorched  up,  the  others  fecured 
])y  (heir  coarfer  juice  :  fo,  where  fo  many  children  are  bora  to^ 
getber,  Jike  a  field  tilled  (b  many  different  ways,  according  to  the 
various  health,  habitude,  and  temperament  of  the  parents,  tbdi 
fame  ceteftial  influx  mufi  operate  difieremly.  If  the  genuis  be 
fuitri>le  and  towardly,  it  muA  prtiomnait  therein  :  if  contrary, 
it  will  only  corrcR  %t^  So  that  to  foretell  the  life  Jind  manners  qf 
a  cbiM,  jrou  are  not  only  to  look  into  the  heavens,  but  into  the 
parebts,  into  the  fortune  which  attended  the  pregnant  motbei;^ 
and  a  dioofand  other  circumftances  utterly  inacceflible. 

"  Further,  does  the  power  which  portends  the  neW'^born  in&ot 
a  life  (for  injKance}  of  tbrty  years  \  or  perhaps  a  violent  death  at 
thirty ;  dojCi  that  power,  I  fay,  eiidu;e  and  refide  in  the  heavens, 
waii}!^  the  deftiaed  time/when,  defcending  on  earth,  it  may  pro* 
duce  fiich  an  e{!e£l  ?  Or,  is  it  infbied  into  thi^  infant  itfelf ;  fo 
that  being  cberiQied,  and  gradually  crowing  up  with  it,  it  burfls 
forth  at  the  appointed -tioia^  and  fimfs  what  the  ilars  had  given  it 
in  charge  ?  Perfift  in  the  heavens  it  cannot  y,  in  that,  depending 
immediiitelv  on  a  cenaio  configuration  of  the  flars,  when  that  is 
changed,  tne  eflefi  cotitieAod  with  it  muft  ccafe^  and  aniiiz^,  per. 
haps  ^  contrary  one,  take  place.  What  repofitory  have  you  then 
for  the  former  power  to  remain  in,  till  the  time  come  for  its  deli-> 
vciy  ?  If  you  (ay  it  rf  fidea  in  the  infant,  not  to  operate  upon 
him. till  he  be  grown  to  iaaoho0d{  tbeanfwer  is  more  prepofterous 
^  iQxnf^'fi  for  ^is,  ill  tbe  tbftanee  pf  aihipwxeck,  you 
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muft  fappofc  the  c^ufe  why  Oie  wiivk  rifis,  fnii.tbe  ftWiVreaiy^ 

or  the  Pilol.  through  ignorance  of  the  place,  rufison  a  ftdal  or 

i^t.    So  the  Farmer. IS  the  caufc  of  the  .war  that  impoveriflies 

biin  ;   Of  of  the  favourable  fealbn  which  brings  him  a  plenltow 

baryeft. 

**  You  Iwaft  much  of  the  event  of  a  few  predlflioni,  'wjiicli. 
conBdering  the  multitude  of  thofe  which  your  art  has  phxliiced 
.plainly  confefs  its  impertinence.— A  million  of  deceptions'ai'e  ii^ 
teftrioufly  bidden  and  forgot,  in  favour  of  fome  eight  or  ten.  which 
Jiave  fttccecded.  Out  of  fo  many  conjeSures,  it  muft  be  preter- 
Datural  if  foroe  did  not  kit ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  confiderihg  you 
ODiy  as  ^uejfers,  there  is  no  room  to  boaft  you  have  been  fuccefs- 
fu)  thereiii.  Do  you  know  what  fate  awaits  France  in  this  war 
and  yet  are  not  apprehenfive  what  (hall  befall  yourfelf  ?  Did  not 
you  forcfee  the  oppofition  I  was  this  day  to  make  to  you  ? If 

gn  can  fey  whether  the  king  fball  vanquijk  his  enemies ;  find  oiit 
ft  whether  he  will  bdietK  you." 

^    '-   In  the  above  extraft  this  impudent  fcience  is .  fuccefsfuHy 

XalHed,  its  vain  pretenfions  properly  expofed,  and  the  abfur^ity 
:of  its  principles  fufficiently  mantfefied.  If  1  do  not  greatly 
.Wr,  there  are  arguments  here,  which  the  whole  fombre  conclave 
•of  Star 'gazers,   Aflrologers,  and  Wizzards,   from  Jannes  and 

Jamkres,  down  to  Merlin,  Naftrodamus,  Partridge,  and  Moori^ 
-bavc  never  yet  fatisfafiorily  anfwered,  nor  ever  will  be  able  to 

refute*  ^ 

A  fcience  which  cafliiers  Z)/i;t»^  Providence  from  the  Uni,. 

,  vcrre,  and  pretends  to  govern  the  world,  direS,  counterad,!  and 

vartoufly  influence  all  human  aftions,  by  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars, 
•Venus,  Mercury,  and  the  Moon,' the  very  deities  of  pagan  Rome 

smd  Greece,  acknowledged  as  poffeffing  the  very  lame  power's 

which  quondam  lieathenilh  idolaters  afcribed  to  them,  is,  in  my 
pinion,  worthy  of  the  execration  of  every  peifon  who  believes 

there  is  a  God,  and  that,  that  God  governs  the  heavens  and  the 
dearth.  1  In  fliort,  the  whole  fyftem  appears  to  me  to  be  an  attful 

revival  of  a  part  of  the  ^d  Pagan  Theology. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your-s,  &c, 

A.  CtARKE, 

y     .London,  December  i6,  1796. 


.  •-:     L  E  T  f.E  R      .V.      '       .  !      . 

^rom  the  Blfliop  of  LA?rDAFr  to  Thomas  Painje. 
'  [  Continued  Jrotfi^pa^t  j^.  ]  .,,,  '    : 

AT  length   yon  come*  to  tw<>  boo<k)J  -Ezira  and  Nehemiah, 
which  yoa  aJlov»»  ttfibrgeaalne  books,  gitring  an  atctwm  of 
-Ite  ret^wrn  of  the  jews:  from  thi-BaibylWiahcaptivfty;  ififbnt's^fi 

years 
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years 'before  Cbrift;  but  ^n  you  fay,  *'Thore  accounts  are 
notbiDg  to  us,  nor  to  any  other  perfons,  unlefs  it  be  to  the  . 
jews^  as  a  part  of  the  hiftory  of  their  natioa ;  and  there  is  juft 
ai  much  pt  tt^e  .Word  of  God  in  thofe  books,  as  there  is  in 
any  of  the  biflories  of  France,  or  in  Rapin's  Hiflory  of  England.*' 
Here  let  us  flop  a  moment,  and  try  if  from  your  owq  concef* 
iioQS  it  be,  not  ^polTible  to  confute  your  .argument.  Ezra  and 
Nehcmiah,  ypu  grant,  ,are  genuine. books—  "but  t^ey  are  no- 
thing  to  us!"  The  very  firft  verfe  of  Ezra  f^ys  —  the  prophe* 
cy  of  Jeremiah  was  fulfilled:  —  is  it  nothing  to  us  to  know 
ihat.  Jeremiah  was  a  true  prophet?  Do  but  grant  that  the  Su* 
preme  Bei^g  commonicated  to  any  of  the  Ions  of  men  a  know- 
ledge of  Coiur^e  evepts,  fo  that  their  predi£U6ns  were  plainly  ve- 
xiEed,  and  you  will  i$nd  little  difficulty  fn  admitting  the  trtrth  of 
/cvcaled  religion.  Is  it  nothing  to  us  to,  know  that,  ^36  years 
i)cforeChriC  the  books  of  Chronicles,  Kings,  Judges,  Jofliua^ 
Deuteronomy,  Numbers,  Leviticus,  Exodus,  Genefis,  every  book 
the  authoritv  of  which  you  have  attacked,  are  all  referred  to  by 
£zr^  a;id  Nehemiah,  as  authentic  book.s  containing  the  h|floc| 
of  .the  Ifraelitifli  nation  from  Abraham  to  that  very  time?  — 
Is  it  nothing  to  us  to  know  tliat  the  hiftory  of  the  jews  is  true  ? — 
It  is  every  thingto  us;  for  if  that  hiAory  be  not  true,  chriAianity 
muft  be  Jtalfe.  The  jews  are  the  root,  we  are  branches  ^  graffed 
in  amoxigft  them;"  to  them  pertain  "the  adoption,  and  the 
glory,  aim  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  tlie  law,  anc}  tiK  fer- 
vice  of  God,  arid  the  promifes^;  whofe  are  the  fathers,  and  of 
whom,  as  concerning  the  flefli,  Chrifi  came,  who  is  over  ^11«  God 
bleffed  for  ever.        Amen.  '* 

The  hiflory  of  the  Old  Teftament  has,:  withom  doulit,  fmne 
difficulties  in  it;  but  a  minute  philofopher,  whobufies  himfeifiiti 
fearcbing  them  out,  whilft  he  ntgitOs  to  contenipUte  the  .harmony 
•of  all  iis  parts,  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  dtfplayed  through- 
out the  whole,  appears  to  me  to  be  like  a  purbhnd  maa,.who^  in 
furveying  a  pifiure,  obj[e3s  to  thte  firop^icity  of  the  defign^  ind 
the  beaiHy  of  the  execution,  from  the  aiftrkks  he  has  difcov«i»l 
in  the  canvafs  and  the  colouring.  The  hiftory  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment, notwithfi^nding  the  real  diffi^uhies  which  occur  in^t,  not« 
withflanding  the  fcofis  and  cavils  of  unbelievers,  appears  to  me  10 
havefucb  internal  -evidences  of  it's  truth,  to  be  fo  corroborated  bf 
the  moft  ancient  profaqe  hiftories,  fo  confiuned  by  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  the  world,  that  if  I  wer^^  not  a  chriftian,  I 
would  become  a  jew.  You  think  th  is  hiftory  to  be  a  colleftion 
of  lies,  €OB«radi£lions,  blafphemics :  I  look  upon  it  to  be  the 
oldei),  4he  tnieft,  the  moft  comprehenfive,  and  the  moft  importaiu 
.hiftory  in  the  world.  1  conlider  it  as  giving  more  iatisfaftory 
INrqofo.of  the  being.and  attributes  of  God,  of  the  origin  and  end 
^^.human  kind,  tluin  ever  were  attained  by  the  deepell  refearchcjs 
/fil.lhfi  moft  enlightened  philpfop.hers.  The  exercife  of  our  reafon 
•     ^    .        .  .  .  ;.  "  in 


in  the  inveftigation  of  trnths  refpeding  th^  natme  of  Gold,  aMdl 
the  future  expeditions  of  human  kitid,  }t  hi^ly  ufeftil ;  but  I 
hope  I  (haTl  b6  pardoned  by  the  meuphyficians  inTaying,  that  the 
chief  utility  of  fuch  difquifitions  confifts  in  this  —  that  they 
bring  us  acquainted  with  the  weakneft' of  otir  ifitellefiiial  faculties. 
I  do  not  prefume  to  meafure  odier  men  by  my  ftandard ;  you  may 
Lave  clearer  notions  than  I  am  able  to  form,  of  the  mfoity  of 
fpace  ; ;  of  the  eternity  of  duration ;  of  neecffvf  ^iflence ;  of 
the  connexion'  between  neceflafy  exigence  and  intelligence,  be- 
tween intelligence  and  benevolence :  you  may  (te  nothing  in  tb6 
univerfe  but  organized  matter  ;  or,  rejeOin^  a  material,  you  may 
fee  nothing  but  an  ideaT  w6rld«  With  a  mind  weary  of  conjee* 
ture,  fatigued  by  doubt,  fick  of  difputation,  eag^  for  knowledge^ 
anxious  for  certaimy,  and  unable  to  attain  it  by  ibt  beft  life  of  my 
reafon  in  matters  of  the  utmod  imponance,  I  haire  lontf  ago  turn- 
ed my  thoughts  to  an  impartial  examinationof  the  proon  on  which 
Veveaied  religion  is  grounded,^  and  I  am  convinced  of  it*s  truth. 
This  examination  is  a  fubje£l  within  the  reachcf  human  capacity; 
^u  have  come  to  one  conclufion  refpe£{ing  it,  I  have  come  to 
another;  both  of  us  cannot  be  right;  may  God  forgive  ium  thai 
is  in  an  errOr ! 

You  pdicule,  in  a  note,  ih^  ftory  of  anangef  appearing  to  Jo- 
fliua.  Your  mirth,  you,  will  perceive  to  be  mifphccdj^  when  you 
confider  the  defign  of  his  appearance ;  it  was  to  affbre  Jofima, 
that  the  fame  God  who  had  appeared  to  Mofes,  orderitig  him  t6 
pull  off  his  (hoes,  becaufe  he  ftood  on  holy  ground,  had  now  ap- 
peared to  himfelf.  Was  this  no  encoura^entent  to  a  man  who 
was  about  to  engage  in  war  with  many  nations  ?  Had  it  no  ten* 
nlencv  to  confirm  his  faith  ?  .  Was  it  no  leflbn  to  him  to  ohey«  in 
4ill  tnines,  the  commands  of  God,  and  to  |[ive  the  glory  of  his 
conqnefis  to  the  author  of  them,  the  God  of  Abraliam^  liaac,  and 
-Jacob  ?  As  to  your  wit  about  pulling  6ff  the  Ikoe,  it  originates, 
I  think,  in  your  ignorance :  you  ought  to  have  known^  that  this 
rite  was  an  indication  of  reverence  for  the  Pivinje  pnefence ;  and 
that  the  cuftom  of  entering  barefoot  into  their  Jtempm  fubfifisi  in 
•fome  countries,  to  this  day. 

You  allow  the  book  ol  Ezra  to  be  a'  genuine  book :  but  that 
'die  author  of  it  may  not  efcape  without  a  blow,  you  fay,  that  it» 
matters  of  record  it  is  not  to  be  depended  on ;  and  as  a  proof  of 
your  aflertion,  you  tell  us,  that  the  total  amount  of  the  nombeff 
\vho  returned  from  Babylon  does  not  correfpond  with  the  pardciK 
lars;  and  that  every  child  may  have  an  argument  for  it's  infidelity^ 
you  difplay  the  particulars,  and  (hew  your  own  (kill  in  arithmetic, 
by  fummin^  them  np.    And  can  you  fuppof(k  that  Ezra,  p  man  of 

freat  learning,  knew  fo  little  of  fcience.  To  little  of  the  )ow«ft 
ranch  of  fcience,  that  he  could  not  give  bis  readert  tht  fum  totfl 
of  fixty  particular  fums  ?  You  know,  undoubtedly,  that  th«  He* 
brew  letters  denoted  alfo  numbers  :  and  that  there  was  fuch  a  great 
fimilarity  between  fome  of  tbefe  letters,  that  it  was  cxtrcBiely  eafy 

for 
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for  a  tranfcriber  of  a  manufcrlpt  to  miflake  a  a  for  a  3  (or  2  for 
tto),  a  y  for  a  ^  (or  3  for  ^o),  a  i  for  an  (or  4  for^  200). 
Now  what  have  we  to  do  with  numerical  contradictions  in  the 
Bibie,  but  to  attribuie  them^  wherever  they  occur,  to  this  obvious 
fource  of  error  — the  inattention  of  the  tranfcriber  in  writing  one 
letter  for  another  that  was  like  it  ?  . 

•  I  fliould  extend  thefe  letters  to  a  lerjgth  troublefome  to  the  reader, 
to  you,  and  to  myfeif,  if  I  anfwered  minutely  every  objeftion  you 
have  made,  and  redified  every  en  or  into  which  you  h4ve  fallen  : 
it  may  be  fufficient  briefly  to  notice  fome  of  the  chief.    The  cha- 
raScr  reprefented  m  Job  under  the  name  of  Satan  is,  you  fay^ 
•*thc  firft  and  the  only  time  this  name  is  mentioned  in  the  Bible.** 
Now  I  find  this  name,  as  denoting  an  enemy,  frequently  occurring 
inihe  Old  Teftaraent :  thus  2  Sara,  xix,  22.     ••  What  have  I  to 
do  with  you,  ye  Tons  of  Zeruiah,  that  ye  fliould  this  day  he  ad* 
verfaries  unto  me  ?"     In  the  original  it  is  fatans  unto  me.    Again^ 
1  Kings  V.  4.    "  The  Lord  my  God  hath  given  me  reft  on  every 
fide,  fo  that  there  is  neither  ad verfary,  nor  evil  occurrem"^— la 
the  original,  neither  fatan  nor  evil.     I  need  not  mention  other 
places  ;    thefe  are  fufficient  to.fliew,  that  the*woid  fatan,  denoting 
an  adverfary,  does  occur  in  various  places  of  the  Old  Teftament ; 
iind  it  is  extremely  probable  to  me,  that  the  root  fatan  was  intro* 
daced  into  the  Hebrew  and  other  eaftern  languages,  to  denote  an 
adverfary,  from  it's  having  been  the  proper  name  of  the  great 
enemy  of  mankind.     I   know  it  is  an  opinion  of  Voltaire,  that 
the  word  fatan  is  not  older  than  the  Babylonian  captivity  :  this  is 
a  miftake,  for  it  is  met  with  in  the  hundred  and  ninth  pfalm^ 
which  all  allow  to  have  been  written  by  David,  long  before  the 
Captivity;  Now  we  are  upon,  this  fubje£l,  permit  me  to  recommend 
to  your  confideration  the  univerfality  ot  the  do6brine  concernifi|p 
an  evil   being,  who  in  the'beginning  of  time  had  oppofed  him- 
felf,  who  ftill  continues  to  oppofe  himfelf,  to  the  fupreme  fource 
of  all  good,      Amorigil  all  nations,  in  all  ages,  this  opinion  pre* 
vailed,  that  human  amirs  were  fubjeft  to  the  will  of  the  gods,  and 
regulated  by  their  interpoition.     Hence  has  been  derived  what* 
ever  we  have  read  of  the  wandering  fiars  of  the  Chaldeans,  two 
of  them  beneficent,  and   two  malignant:  — hence  the  Egyptian 
Typko  and    Ofiris :    the  Perfian    Arimanius   and  Oromafdts ;  — 
the  Grecian  ctUfiial  zvA  infernal  Jovt\—x^e  Brama  aiid  th(? 
Znfay    of  the  Indians,    Peiuvians,    Mexicans  ;•— the  good  and 
evil  principle,    by  whatever  names  they  may  be  called,  of  all 
other  barbarous  nations ;  —  and  hence  the  ilru£lure  of  the  whole 
book  of  Job,  in  whatever  light,  of  hiftory  or  drama,  it  be  con- 
fidered.     Now  does  it  hot  appear  reafonablejto  fuppofe,  that  opi«- 
pion  fo  ancient  and  fo  unirerfal  has  arifen  from  tradition  concern* 
ing  the  fall  of  our  firil  parents  ;  disfigured,  indeed,  and  obfcured, 
ds  allnaditions  mud  be,  by  many  fabulous  additions? 
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Tlie  jews,  you  tell  us,  "  never  pr^yeA  biit  when  they  wcfe  111 
UOttWe."  I  do  not  believe  this  of  the  jews;  but  that  they  prayc* 
more  fervently  when  they  were  in  trouble  than  at  other  tim^s,  iiiaV 
be  true  of  the  jews,  and  I  apprehend  is  true  of 'all  hations,  and 
all  individuals. —  But  "  the  jews  never  prayed  for  any  thittg  kttt 
viftory,  vengeance,  and  riches."...Rcad  Solomon's  prayer  aktb* 
(ledicatipp  oJ  the  temple^  and  blu(h  for  your  aflertion,  -:  tlli^ral 
ind  uncharitable  in  the  extreme ! 

:  It  appears,  yaa  obferve,  **to  have  been  the  cuftom  of  tiieliea^ 
tbens  to  perfonify  both  virtue  and  vice,  by  flatues  and  ima^,  as  - 
is  done  now-a-days  both  by  fiatuary  and  by  painting  :  but  it  do«s 
not  follow  from  this  that  they  worihipped  them  any  more  than  we 
4o/f  Not  worfliipped  them  I  What  think  you  of  the  goMea 
imc^e  which  Nebuchadnezzar  fet  up  7  Wa3  it  not  worihipped  by 
the  princes,  the  rulers,  the  judges,  the  people,  the  nations,  and 
the  languagea  of  the  Babylonsaa  empire?  Not  worfliipped  them! 
What  think  you  of  the  decree  of  the  Roman  fenate  for  fctclmi^ 
tl>e  ftatue  of  the  mother  of  the  gods  from  Peflsaam  ?  Was  u 
only  that  they  might  admire.it  as  a  piece  of  workmanlfaip  ?  Not 
wor(h>pped  them  !  '•  What  man  is  there  that  knowedi  not  how 
that*  the  city  of  the  Ephefians  was  a  worfliipper  of  thrcreat  god* 
ccb  Diana,  and  of  the  image  which  fell  down  from  Jupiter  ?" 
Not  worfliipped  them  I  —  The  wotflnp  was  univerfal.  ^  Every 
nation  made  gods  of  their  own,  and  put  them  in  the  boufes  iff  the 
high  places,  which  the  Samaritans  had  made :  —  the  men  of  &i* 
byion  made  Succoth-faenotb,  and  the  men  of  Cmh  made  Ner^^ 
aB(J  the  men  of  Hamath  made  Afliima,  and  the  Avites  made  Nib* 
h97  .and  Tartak,  and  the  Sepharvites  burned  their  children  in  Are 
to  Adrammekcb,  and  Anammelech,  the  gods  of  Sepharvatm,*' 
'2  Kings  chap.  xvii. }  The  heathens  are  much  indebted* to  yaa 
'or  this  your  curious  apology  for  their  idolatry ;  for  a  mode  of 
WorOup  the  moil  cruel,  fenlelefs,  impure,  abominable,  that  can 
poffibly  difgracethe  faculties  of  ^e  human  mind.  HafltHis 
your  conceit  occurred  in  ancient  times,  it  might  have  faved 
Mici^k's  Mrsffkims^  the  golden  calves  of  Jtrpboam^  and  of 
4^r0n^  and  qui'e  fuperfeded  the  neceility  of  the  fecond  command* 
ment  J ! !  Heathen  morality  has  had  it's  advocates  before  youf 

the  facetious  gentleman  who  .pulled  off  his  hat  to  the  ftatue  of 
Jupiter,  that  he  might  have  a  friend  when  heathen  idolatry  ftould 
again  be  in  repute,  feems  to  have  had  fome  foundation  for  hisiffii* 
proper  humour,  fome  knowledge  that  certain  men  e(ieemitigjthem« 
felves  great  philofophers  had  entered  into  a  confpiracy  to  abolifli 
■cfaridiaaity,  fome  Jorefight  of  the  cosrfequences  which.  Will  cer« 
^nly  attend  their  fiiccefs. 

-^  It  IS  an  error,  you  fay,  to  call  the  PTalms  —  the  Pfalm's  of 
^David.  —  This  ettoi^  was  obfcrved  by  St.  Jerome,  many  hundred 
years  before  ybu  were  born;  his  words  are  —  "We  know  that 
ttiey  are  in  an  error  ifho  attribute  a//  thePialmsto  Da><id/'  — 

You, 
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YoQi  I  fuj^ofe,  wiii  not  itny^  that  David  i^ote  foitie  of  them. 

Songs  are  of  varioos  fons ;  we  have  burning  tan^,  drinking 

(bo^j  fighting  fongs,  love  fongs,  foolifti,  wat^ton,  wtcked  fongs? 

•i— if  you  win  have  the    "  Plalms  of  David  to  be  nothing  but  i 

coUe&ion  from  diffsrent  fong-writers/'    you  muft  allow  that  the 

writers  of  them  were  infpired  by  no  ordinary  fpirit ;  that  ii  is  a 

collefiion,  incapable  of  being  degraded  by  the  name  you  jgive  it ; 

that  it  greatly  excels  every  other  collection  in  matter  and  m  man^ 

fitr.    Compare  the  book  of  Pfalms  with  the  odes  of  Horace  of 

AoacceoD,  with  the  hymns  of  Calimachus,  the  golden  Vcrftt  ot 

Pythagoras,  the  chonifes  of  the  Greek  tragedians,  ^no  cpnteropti* 

b)e  compoGtions  any  of  thefe,}  and  you  will  quickly  fee  how 

|;reatly  it  furpafies  them  all,  in  piety  ox  fentimenr,  in  fubiimity  el 

expieffion,  in  purity  of  morality,  and  in  rational  ibeology. 

Az  you  efteem  the  Pfalms  of  David  a  fdi^g  hook,  it  is  confWti. 
ent  eoougfa  in  you  to  efteem  the  Pn)ve>bs  oif  Solomon  a  jrft  bookf 
there  have  not  come  down  to  ut  above  eight  hundred  of  hijt  jrils; 
if  we  had  the  whole  three  thoufand,  which  he  wrote,  our  mirtk 
juronld  be  extreme.  Let  us  open  the  book,  and  fee  what  kind  <$ 
jefls  it  contains ;  take  the  very  firfi  as  a  fpecimen-^  **  The  fear  oif 
the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  knowledge :  but  fools  defpife  wildom 
^nd  inftrufUon."  — Do  you  perceive  any  jeft  in  this  ?  The  feair 
o{  the  Lord  :  What  Lord  docs  Solomon  mean  ?  He^  meant 
that  Lord  who  took  the  pofierity  of  Abraham  to  be  his  pWuliar 
people :  -i-  who  redeemed  that  people  from  ij^gyptian  bondage  by 
a  oiraculous  interpofition  of  his  power :  —  who  gave  the  law  t^ 
Mofes; -»- who  commanded  the  Ifraelites  tq  exterminate  the  na- 
tions 6f  Canaan.—  Now  this  Lord  you  will  QOt  fear ;  the  jeft  CaySg, 
yoa  defpife  wifdom  and  inflrufiion.; 

Let  us  try  again:  —  ^'Myfbn,  hear  the  inftro&ionH)f  thy  &- 
tber,  and  lbr£ike  not  the  law  of  .thy  mother/*  —  If  your  heart  has 
been  ever  touched  by  parental  Keltngs*  you  will  fee  no  jeft  in 
this, •••Once  more;«— **My  fon,  if  Gnoers entice  tfa?e,  cdnfeat 
tboa  nor/' •«- Thefe  are  the  three  firft  ^rovecbs  in  Solomcm'a 
*' jeft  book;"  if  you  rifead  it  through,  it  may  not  make  yi^ 
aierry ;  I  hope  it  will  ^ake  yoo  yfik ;  that  it  will  teach  yon  A 
ie^  die  bt^toning  of  wifdom ;  —  the  {ear  of.  that  Loid  whom 
^okMBOo  feared.  Solomon,  you  tell  n^,  vr)>s  witty;  Jeilera  are 
fometimes  witty  ;  but  though  all  the  world,  from  the  time  of  the 
queen  of  Sfaeba,  has  heard  of  the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  his  wii 
-was  never  heard  of  before.  There  is  a  great  difference,  Mr. 
Locke  teaches  us,  between  wit  and  judgm^a^  and  there  is  % 
jmter  between  wit  and  wifdom.  Solomon  "  was  wifer  ibati 
jEthan  the  Ezabite^  ,aad  Heman,  and  ChalcoU  and  Darda,  thr 
•jpns  of  Mabol/'  —  Thefe  men  you  m?y  think  were  jeflers;  and 
fo  may  you  call  the  feven  wife  men  of  Greece  :  but  you  wiUnever 
conv^kce  the  world  that  Solomon,  who  Was  wi&r  than  them  4ili, 
<WU  |#^i!g  .but  a  witty  Jefler.    As  to  the  £ps^nd  Jeb*ttchrrUa 


^o    The  Oppofition  of  iht  trtie  WUncffds  againit  Antichrill. 

of  Solomon,  wc  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  but  to  avoid  them;  * 
and  to  give  full  credit  to  his  experience,  when  he  preaches ,io  us 
bis  admirable  fermon  on  the  vanity  of  every  thing  bat  piety  and 

l^  To  ie  continued  in  the  next,  ] 

A  view  of  the  principal  Errors  and  Corruptions  which  brought 
!   on  tbe  gerieral  Apoftafy  of  the  Christian  World,  &c. 

[  Continued  from  page  loo.  ] 

WE  have  feen  in  a  former  paragraph,  that  Irenaeus  a(Erni;« 
that  die  EVangelift  St.  John  wrote  in  confutation  of-the 
cfTbr&  of  Cerinihus  :  Epiphanius  like  wife  informs  us,  that  St. 
John  was  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  irtto  Afia,  to  oppofe  the  cor* 
rupttons  which  that  dangerous  roan  was  attempting  to  introduce 
.  there ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  evangelift  fpent  much  of  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  at  Ephefus,  and  in  other  places,  of  the  Lefler  Afia, 
where  Cerinthus  and  bis  followers  began  firft  to  eftabliCh  theai- 
lelves. 

^    Cerinthus  was  one  of  the  circumcifion,  9nA  probably  at  firft  a 
judaizing  teacher,  from  whence  the  m6ft  dangerous  enemies  of 
\he  gbfpel  commonly  fprung*      We  learn  from  Theodoret,  ihat 
lie    fpent    a    confidcrable   time   in    Egypt,    where   he    addi£led 
liimfeif  much  to  tbe  fludy  of  philofophic^l  learning  ;  and  that  at 
icngth  he  came  into  Afia,  where  he  gathered  difciples  together, 
and  placing  bimfelf  at  their  head,  called  them  after  his  own  name. 
Denying  the  fupreme  glory  of  the  Son  of  God,  he  affirmed,  that 
he  was  hut  a  mere  man.    He  taught  that  the  God  of  the  Jews,  Ilke- 
wtfe,  was  only  one  of  the  angels,  ^and  liot  the  fovcreign  Lord  of 
all.     Thus  he  denied  that  great  rhyiteryof  godlinefs,  Immanu* 
:JEL,  God  WITH  u«»     He  alfoafcribed  the  creation  of  the  world 
to  angels-.     He  introduced  a  variety  of  myftic  powers,  which  a|^« 
pear  to  have  been  borrowed  from  the  Greek  Myt'l^ology,  ks  Si- 
lence, Profundity,  a  Plcroma  or  Plenitude,  &c.     He  taught,  that 
it  was  nec^dary  to  becircumcifed  and  to  keep,  the  law  of  Mptos '; 
though.it  appears  from  his  conduft,  that  he  regarded  it  no  farther 
than  was  neceffiry  to  fcrecti  bimfelf  from  fuifering  perfecution  for 
.the  name  of  Chrift,      He  rejefted  the  Gofpel  of  St.  John,  the 
A3:s,  and  St.  Paul's  Epiilles.  not  admitting  any  thing  that  contra- 
Rifled  bis  dpinions,  or  condemned  bis  pra6iices. 

A  very  ancient  writer,  quoted  by  Eufebius, .  mentions  fome  Re- 
velations which  Cerinthus  torged,  pretending  that  he  had  received 
.them  from  fomfe  angel.—  And  being  of  a  carnal  difpofition,  he 
affirmed,  that  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  would  be  an  earthly  one  ; 
•for  he  drra tried  that  the  millennial  reign  of  Chrift  would  literally 
tak(}  {rj«rce  at  Jcrufekin, '  and  thsit  itJivould  cohfift,  according  to 
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the  groffnefe  of  hi»  conceptions,  in  the  indulgence  of  ih<  ilioft 
voluptuous  appetites  and  fenfual  paifions ; — and  that  it  would  be 
fpem  in  c«itinjr  and  drinkinj?,'  and  celebrating  nuptial  feafls-; 
during  which  time  there  would  alfo  be  religious  ifeftiv.ils,  and  fa- 
crifices  confiding  of  (iaughtered  victims  :  with  other  things  ol  a 
Jiken^tu^e. 

■  One  improvement  however  may  be  made  of  the  preceding  pif-^ 
•fage,  as  it  ftrongly  fuggefts  the  danger  of  interpreting  too  literally^ 
as  many  excellent  men  have  done,  the  prophecies  which  relate-  to 
the  millennial  reign  of  Chrift  ;  and  it  enforces  the  necefljty  of 
attending  to  that  more  fublime  and  fpiritual  fenfe  of  thofe  pro'- 
phecies,  which  muft  be  infeparably  conneQed  with  that  lafi  glo* 
xious  period  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  to  which  the  true  milTen* 
nium  certainly  refers.  I  beg  leave  to  fubjoin  a  few  fpecimens  of 
this  too  literal  method  of  interpretation,  from  different  wi  iters  in 
the  firft  centuries. 

"  The  terrcftrial  JeruTalem,  (fays  one)  fhall"  be  adorned  with 
precions  ftones,  and  aliens  (hall  be  fervants  to  the  faints  of  the 
Moft  H»gh  in  accompliftiing  the  work."  ••  The  temple  fliall  be 
glorioufly  rebuilt,  (fays  another)  it  (hall  be  beautifully  furrouhdcd 
with  cyprefs  trees,  pines,  and  cedars ;  and  the  gates  of  the  city 
ftall  be  always  open,  that  day  and  night  all  manner  of  rfche's 
might  be  brought  into  it."  '•  The  nations  (hall  not  uttferly  be  de- 
.  flroyed,  but  fome  of  them  fhall  be  left  to  be  triumphed  over  hy 
the  juft."  •*  They  fhall  have  a  table  prepared  for  them  by  their 
God,  who  fhall  feed  them  with  dainties.'*  ••  The  earth  fhall  dif. 
xlofe  its  unommon  fertility,  and  fhall  fpontaneonfly  pioduce  its 
Iruite  in  the  richeft  abundance  ;;  the  mountains  fhall  drop  with  ho- 
ney, and  wine  (hall  run  down  in  copious  flreams,  and  the  river* 
ihall  ovcrflcnv  with  milk."  ^*  Thevirgins  fhall  rejoice  in  the  af- 
fcmblies  of  the  young  men  ;  and  they  that  are  left  of  the  faints 
Ihall  be  multiplied  upon  earth."  "  Now,  faith  Origen,  fhbuld 
thcfe  things  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Heathen,  Chriflianity 
would  be  f»xpofed  to  much  cenfiHe^-  for  fome  of  the  enemies  of 
the  gofpel  themfclvcs  entertain  nobler  fentiments  than  thefe." 
'  The-  Ebionites'  were  nearly  allied  in  principles, and  prafiice  fo 
the  Cerinthians.  They  taught,  "that  it  was  impi^fTible  to  be  faved 
by  the  Gdfpel,  xvithout  adding  t6  it'rhe  ceremoriies  and  otVedience 
of  the  Jewifh  law.  They  were* as  immoral  and  licemioiis  as  the 
Nicolaitans.  They  denied  the^  exiftence  of  our  Lord  before  his 
incarnatton,  and  are  fa  id  to  derive  their  name  From  a  Hebrew 
word  which  fignifies  a  beggar^  on  account  of  the  degrading  yiew^ 
which  they  prefumed  to  maintain  with  refpeft  to  the  peifon  of  the 
Sqh  of  GoJ. 

"  Ignatius,  a  difctple  of  John  the  evangelift,  who  fuffered  mar* 
tyrdom  under  Trajan,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  107,.  frequently 
mentions  ^hefe  men'  in  his  epiftle^,  which  contain  the  beft  antidote 
to  their  paifon ;    expofing  and  reproving  with  holy  indignation 
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tli^h-  {ninciptes  and  their  praAieeg.  **  B«  not,  «y  bftebll^it, 
(fakh  he,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  chureh  df  the  Magnefianc)  dec^VeA 
with  ftratige  dofinnes ;  nor  with  oM  fables  which  are  impr^filible. 
For  if  we  (till  continue  to  live  according  to  the  Jewifli  la^;  wt 
tnanifeftly  declare*  that  we  have  net  received  4he  grace  of  God  in 
truth.**  ••  Thcfc  things,  my  heloved,  I  write  unto  yoo  ;  not 
that  I -know  that  there  lire  any  among  you  who  lie  wder  ihia  er« 
}or ;  but  as  one  of  the  leaft  among  yon,  I  am  deSroas  to  fore> 
warn  you,  that  ye  fall  not  into  the  fnarei  of  vaiif  "floQrine ;  bm 
ilbat  ye  be  fully  mftruQed  in  the  birtb,  and  fu&rings,  and  refuiw 
i«£^ion  of  Jefus  Chrifi«  the  only  ground  of  our  hope,  which  was 
accomplifiied  in  the  time  of  the  government  of  Pontius  Pilate,  and 
Ibit  moft  truly  and  certainly  ;  and  from  which,  God  forbid,  ihat 
you  ihould  ever  be  turned  alide**'  **  As  becomes  the  children 
:f)|  .the.  light,  and  of  the  truth,  (faith. he  to  the  churcb  of  Phila» 
delphta,)  flee  divifions  and  falfe  do£lrines :  but  where  your  Shep 
htrd  iSf  there  do  ye  as  the  (beep  of  ^be  pafture  follow  after.'* 
<«  if  any  Aould  preach  the  Jewifli  law  unto  you,  hearken  not  uq^ 
to  htm.-— Tbofe  men  who  do  not  fpeak  truly  concerning  Chrift 
tefus,  feem  to  me  to  bcrbut  as  monuments  and  fq)utcbres  of  the 
dead,  upon  which  are  written  only  the  names  of  men.  Flee* 
jtheieTore,  the  wicked  arts  and  fnares  employed  by  the  prince  qf 
this  world  ;  left  at  any  time,  beiiie  overcome  with  his  wiles,  y^ 
IRiould  grow  cold  in  your  Chiiftian  Toye  and  charity/* 

In  his  epiflle  to  the  Bphefians,  he  fays,  *<  Soipe  there  are,  who 
!earry  about  witfa  them  the  name  of  Chrtil  in  deceitfulnefjs,  but 
^raaife  things  unworthy  of  God,  whom  ye  muft  flee  as  ye  would 
fo  many  wild  beafts.  There  is  one  great  Phyfician  ;-«God  incaiv 
•nate ;  —  true  life  in  death :  ••>  both  of  Mary  and  of  God  ;  ••*-  even 
our  Lord  Jefos  Chrift.'*  **  Let  no  man  therefore  deceive  yooi; 
as  indeed  ye  are  not  deceived,  being  wholly  of  God."  . "  New 
thing  is  concealed  from  t>ur  Lord ;  but  the  very  fecrets  of  our 
.hearts  are  prefent  with  him.  Inet  tM,  therefore,  do  all  things  as 
knowing  that  he  dweHeth  in  us,  that  we 'ma3^  continue  to  «l^  his 
temples,  and  that  he  may  be  our  God  abiding  jn  us."  *'  Why 
are  we  not  all  wife,  receivirig  the  knowledge  of  .God,  which  is 
Jefus  Chrift  ?*'  *•  Let  iny.hfe  be  facrificed  in  defence  of  the 
^oi^rine  of  the  Crofs,  which  is  indeed  a  AumMing^block  to  tjbf! 
unbelievers,  but  to  us  is  falvation  and  lite  eternal" 

In  his  epiflle  to  the  church  at  Philadelphia,  he  If  eaks  thus  : 
**  1  have  heard  of  fome  who  fayi  *  Unlefs.I  finid  it  wriucn  in  the 
original,  I  will  not  believeittobe  wririen  in  thegofpeK'  And 
when  I  faid,  "  It  is  written  there/'  difregarding  the  Scriptnrea, 
they  anfwered  me  out  of  their  corrupted  books  and  copiea. 
3uttome,  Jefus  Chrift  is  infliead  of  all  the  nncorrupted  monu^ 
roents  in  the  world  ;  together  with  thole  facred  and  undefi)ed, mo- 
numents, I  mean,  bis  crofs,  and  death,  and  refurreCUon,  and  the 
faith  which  is  by  him."        *'  He  is  the  door  of  the  Father,  b^ 
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Ifhicfa  Abrafa«ait  I(aac,  ^od  Jacob,  and  aU  the  pri»]^heti  eiUfir  in; 
as  well  as  the  apofiles,  ainl  the  church  ttmverfal.  And  all  ibeTe 
flnttti  tend  to  the  unity  w^iich  is  of  God.  Howheit  ihe  feipel 
hsloaiethii^  in  it«  far  ajbove  all  other  dirpepfationa ;  namdyt 
fbc  appearance  of  our  Savipur,  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  bis  pafldon* 
aod  refiirre£lion.  For  the  holy  bdovcd  pcopheu  oontinuaUy  se« 
fared  to  him/' 

Writing  to  the  church  of  'Smyrna,-.-**  I  jeloriry  my  God.  even 
Jefus  Cbnft,  who  has  given  you  Tuch  wiidom.  For  I  have  ob- 
faved  that  you  are  fettfed  in  an  immoveable  faith,  as  if  yon  were 
nailed  tothe  orofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  both  in  the  flefb,  and 
ihtbe  fptitt ;  and  are  confinnfd  in  love  through  the  bipod  of 
Chrift,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  tbofe  things  ^hich  relate-  pntp 
oar  Lord  ;  —  who*  was  verily  cructSed  by  l^ilat^  being  nailed  to 
the  crofs  for  us  in  the  flefh/'  **  Now  all  thefe  things  he  fuf« 
fered  for  us,  that  we  might  be  laved;  And  he  fuflbred  truly,  aa 
he  alfo  truly  raifed  himf(^f  up,  and  not  ajs  fome  unbelievers  (ay, 
that  he  oiriy  feemed  to  fuSer ;  they  themfelves  only  feeming  to  be^ 
what  they  profefs  to  be/* 

*'  What  does  a  man  profit  me,  if  he  lhall  praife  tne,  and  yit^t 
Ihifpheme  my  Lord ;  not  confeiffng  that  he  was  truly  made  man  ? 
Now  be  that  doth  not  aflent  to  this,  does  in  eflSs£l  deny  him,  «»d 
tL  in  deatb/'  '*  ConGder  thofe  Who  maintain  diflerent  opinions 
from  us,  refpefiing  the  grace  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  is  come  unto 
as,  how  contniry  ttiey  are  to  the  mind  of  God«  They  have  no 
Concern  ekber  for  the  love  of  God  or  man  ;  they  care  not  for  the 
widow  or  the  fatheflefs,  for  the  afBt&ed  or  opprefTed,  for  ihofe 
that  are  bound  or  free,  in  hunger  or  thirft*  They  withdraw  from 
the  Enchairift  and  from  prayer ;  —  contradiQittg,  "Uierefore,  tbe 
free  gift  of  God,  they  perrfli  in  their  vain  difputations/' 

La&ly,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Trallians  :  **  I  exhort  you,  th^re« 
ft>ie ;  yet  not  I;  bat  the  love  bf  jefus  Chrift  ;l-that  ye  would  ufe 
ao  6tber  focxl,  bnt  that  which  nourifhes  the  Ghrifiian  Kfe ;  hpt 
abftain  from  all  Aich  paOures  as  are  found  amongft  the  teachers  of 
fstfe  dofirines*  Who  involve  the  true  do£^rine  of  Chrift  with 
iheir errors,  whenever  they  can  prevail  upon  any  to  placea  con- 
fidence in  them  as  worthy  of  credit.  As  men  fometimes  admt* 
aifter  deadly  poifen  in  Cwcet  wine,  which  whoever  unwarily  par- 
takes  of,  at  the  fame  inftant  drinks  in  the  bitternefs  of  aeath/' 
*'  Flee,  'therefore,  Ifaofe  evil  plants,  which  bring  forth  fuch  deadly 
poUbnous  fruit,  of  which  if  any  man  tafle,  he  fhali  certainly  die. 
For  ch:ere  are  not  tbe  plants  of  our  heavenly  Father.  Seeing  if 
tfaey  were,  they  would  without  doubt  appear  to  be  .branches  fpring* 
iag  from  the  erofsj  and.  their  fruit  would  be  falutary  and  incor<< 
ruptible." 

•  As  the  venerable  Ignatius  was  a  drfciple  of  the  apoftles,  and 
was  peifefily  acquainted  w;tb  all  the  do&rines  which  they  taught, 
and  91  he  fuSered  martyrdom  within  little  more  than  fix  years  after 
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the  death  of  John  the  Evartgelift,  his  teftimonf  is  of  the  utmoff 
importatice.  Hi«  genuine  epiiiles,  from  whence  the  preceding 
paflages  are  taken,  are  juftly  confidered  as  foihe  of  the  mo  ft  pre- 
doiis  remains  of  the  primitive  Church,  and  they  abound  with 
clear  and  cxprefs  tcftimonieS  to  all  the  great  artfcles  of  the  Chrlf- 
tiaa  faith.  In  oppoGtion  to  the  lalfe  apoilles  and  deceitful  work- 
crs,  whom  he  reproves  wiih  an  apoftohcal  fervour  of-  fpiiit ;  he 
affefts  the  fuprenie  glory  and  eternal  niajefty  of  the  Son  of  God, 
the  myftery  of  his  incarnation,  his  )ifc,  fufferings,  death,  and  rc- 
^tirrcftion,  with  all  the  piecipys  confcquences  that  follow:  the  in- 
dwelling of  the  Spirit,  the  conformity  of  believers  Xo  their  Lord, 
their  partaking  with. him  of.  bis'  riefurretiion,  and  of  eternal 
glory*  ^ 

\^To he cordinued in  our  next.'] 


A  LETTER  from  Mrs.*****  to  Mr.  G.  S, 

Dear  Brother, 

YOU  wi(h  me  to  give  you  a  farther  account  of  the  Lord's 
dealings  with  my  foul,  and  to  inform  you  of  the  manner  I 
was  brought  into  that  Liberty,  which,  in  my  Letter  to  Mrs.  C.  I 
accquainted  her  I  was  fo  earneftly  feeking  * 
.  The  wreftling  Spirit  I  defcribed  in  that  letter,  remaiped  ynth 
me ;  —  the  effefls  enabled  me  to  fay^  many  times,  *•  Lard^  it  is 
donc^  Lord^  it  is  done  !"  Feeling  fuch  a  confidence;  and  mea* 
fureof  divine  loye  as  I  never. before  experienced.  Mrs.  R,  H. 
in  .particuUr,  thought  1  only  vented  the  Spirit  of  God  to  witnefa 
with  mine,  that  the  Blood  of  Jefus  had  cleanfed  me  from  the  re* 
mains  of  fin. 

Before  1  received  the  Witnefs,  a  circumftance  occurred  that 
took  my  attention  fiom  the  one  thing  needful :  This  wa^  an  offer- 
of  marriage,  which  I  immediately  refuftd  ;  but  was  afterwards 
induced-  to  liften  to,  by  the  perfuafiun  of  two  very  refpefiable 
friends,  who  believed  the  propofal  to  be  ol  God.  One  of  thent 
is  fince  dead,  the  other  does  not  now  laboui  ^n  our  conneflion. 
The  iffue  was,  after  a  few  months,  my  uniting  royfelf  wttl\ 
Mr.  **** 

This  connexion,  however  lawful,  I  am  fully  perfiiaded,  was 
not  expedient  at  the  time'it  was  admiued.  My  reafons  for  think- 
ing fo  are  thefe :  Whoever  is  fhrred  up  to  feek  either  pardon  of 
their  pail  fins,  or  full  faodification,  fhduld  be  exceeding  careful 
t<»  hirve  their  attention  fixed  on  this  one  point f  withdrawing  from 
every  thing  clfe,  fave  that  which  is  ablolutely  ncceffary.  By  en-* 
Iter in§  into  4  new  fccnc  of  life,  various  circumllances,  and  p^n- 

•  Sec  Page  102. 
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fulexWifes,  called  my  attention  froiu  th^t  which  I  had  bee?  fa 
carncftly  feeking.  .       .     '  .   » 

During  my  marriage,  the  Light  remained^  but  the  Power  totlay 
hold  on  the  Bleffing,  which  I  feemed*  before  fo  teear  receiving 
was  gone.  I  faw  my  want  of  it,  and  frequently  determined  d> 
perfevere  in  applying  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  for  it,  but  ray  otbtr 
wants  feemed  to  require  a  prefcnt  fupply*  I  could  not,  ori  thte 
account,  keep  my  mind  Itayed  upon  God,  for  the  falfilmcrit  uf 
his  promife  ;  but  was  continually  drove  back  to  fozne .  d&nu 
quarter.  .         '    * 

In  lefs  than  two  years,  my  huftand  died,  and  went  to  Glory. 
His  laft  words,  upon  being  afked  by  me,  if  he  was  happy,  were— - 
••  God  is  mine.**  The  forrow  I  felt  at  his  death  was  incxpreflible : 
He  feemed  an  idol  in  my  heart,  which  1  conilantly  refif^ed,  btit 
could  not  conquer.  In  this  frame  of  mind,  the  poweiful  M?-^ 

niftiy  of  Mr,  M — ,  and  the  benefit  I  received  from  Mrs.  M*«^  in 
whofe  clafs  and  band  I  was  placed,  were  (under  Godj  a  means  of 
my  receiving  a  freQi  awakening,  and  power  to  plead  again  for  ti^ 
berty  to  love  Goo  with  all  my  heart,  which  I  found  I  did  not  ex^ 
perience.  The  Lord  inclined  thefe  valuable  friends  to  give  me 
ail  the  fpiritual  affiftance  that  I  needed :  Their  inftruSions  were 
like  dew  upon  the  tender  heib  :  My  mind  was  enlightened  and 
firengtbened  by  their  advice.  1  could  now  wreftle  in  mighty 
prayer,  and  keep  my  eye  of  faith  fixed  on  Jefu$,  waiting  fox  the 
fuller  baptifm  of  his  Spirit. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  Month,  the  Lord  revealed  himfeif  ;to  my 
foul :  Several  texts  came  to  me*;  fuch  as,  •'  Ye  are  clean  tlmrogii 
the  word/*  *'  The  Lord  hath  taken  away  thy  judgements,  the 
King  of  Ifrael  is  in  the  midft  of  thee,  thou  flialt'  hot.fee.evU  any 
more."  As  foon  as  by  faith  I  laid  hold  upon  the  promife^^  the 
painful  forrow  for  the  death  of  my' huiband  entirely  left  me.  I 
never  afterwards  for  a  moment  felt  atay  thing  contrary  to  rclignar 
tion,'  on  his  account. 

In  this  place,  dear  Sir,-  if  you  will  not  think  me  too  tedious^ 
I  wiM  make  a  few  obfervations  :  It  appears  to  me,  before  any  one 
engages  in  a  fecond  m  ^rriage,  they  ihould  be  entirely  free  from 
any  affeflion  to  thofe  whom  they  were  before  united  to.  I  would 
not  be  miflaken  ;  I  do  not  mean,  that  their  memory  fhould  not  be 
highly  valiied  by  them  ;  only  a  freedom  from  all  that  attachment, 
which  is  contrary  to  a  refigned  will,  andr-iheir  giving  whoever 
they  may  afterwards  make  choice  of,  the  love  and  efteem  which 
the  Lord  requires  of  them.  The  not  attending  to  this,  may  be 

ooefeafon,  why  fecpnd  marriages  are  fometirnes  lefs  happy  than 
the  firil.  The  heart  may  go  after  thofe  who  are  dead,  as  well  aa 
after  the  living. 

Vol.  XX.^arch,  1797.  1  waited 
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{'waited  m  faith,  after  I  was  faveil  from,  the  remains  of  (in.  Cor 
the  Spirit  to  witnefs  ,that  the  work  was  done,  Ind  fbon  ater  !«» 
ceiveti  it.  Tor  foHie  moBths,  while  I  remaiDed  in  ***?^,.the 
Jjshtof  faith  flieoe  more  and  more  upon,  my  foul.  Mjr.  and  Mr4* 
Mw<p«-— u&d  every  Qieans  to  impart. ipiritual  knowledge  ip  m9m 
The  apofile  fays,  ^  Y«  need  not  that  any  man  teach  ^uhi,  bi)t  ai9 
die  &me  anointing  teacheth  you  in  all  things,  and  is  truth,  and  is 
DO  lie."  My  heart  tefiified  to  the  truth  of  all  their  inf^rufiion^. 
and  I  have  ear«ry  reafoB  to  believe,  their  counfel.to.tue  was  fcoifi 
God.  It  is  with  gratitude  that  I  often  call  to  mind  that  period 
of  niy  Hie.  wherein  l  was  drawn  \vitb  unpqmtjpon  atdor  after 
the  enjoy^nent  gf  fpirhual  blefTings.  The  way  to  the  Holy  ;of 
Holies  was  clearly  opened  to  me  by  faith  in  Jefus,  and  I  ^as  oq 
Juli  (l/etch  for  the  accovipUnimeiit  of  every  promife,  >vl)icb  qiy 
eye  of  faith  haa.pointe^  out  to  tf\e.    .  \^ 

I  After  I  left  ^***,  Satan  ftrovc  bard  to  rob  me  of  the  BleCQng  ; 
butfehe  Lord  fuppottedand  fti^ngthened  me.  He  alfo  graciQufly 
gave  me  a  kind  partner,  who  fnyn  clearly  inio  the  glorious  liberty 
to  wbich  we  are  called,^  viz  -  thai  of  kviog  God  tfiilh  all  our  l^eaf^» 
Providence  afterwards  caii  my.  lot  fox  two  y^ars  amor\gft  m?!!/ 
choice  friends,  whofe  counfel  and  converfation  I  hope  always  t(» 
iiave  in  requembrance. 

Since  then,  my  mind  has  been  flrangthetied,  and  freed  from 
'many  doubts  and  fcais  that  ufed  to  perplex  me.  Through  grac^ 
I  have  been  enabled  to  combat  all  evil  reafonings,  and  t.o  caft  all 
tny  burdens  iijpon  the  Lord.  I  iuve  found  increaGng  light  into  the 
temptations  ot. the  enemy  ;  and  by  not  j^idgiog  of  my  ilate  during 
ihe  time  ot  hi^  fug^eftioDS,  but:  {landing  hy  f^tth  till  the  trial  wa^ 
"Oimr,  the  Lopdr  has  again 'flione  upon  .my  foul,  and  given  me  a  rje- 
newedTfenfe  of  his  approbation.  Whenever  I  am  confcious  tbiit 
I  might  have  aSed,  or  fpoke  more  to  the  glory  of  God,  I  iw- 
mediately  apply  to  the  Blood  of.  fprinklipg  ;  by  this  mttbod  my 
confcience  is  kept  tender. 

.  My  natural  affe£i ions  and  pa0ions,  I  know,  {honid  b^  regulated 
and  governed  by^the  Word  and  Spirit  oi  God,  andi.move  in  an 
even  bdrlance  ;  aJKharmonized  ;  not  one  exercifed  at  the  e^pencc 
of  another  ;  but  each  in  due  fubordi nation  flow  from  a  right  pi^in- 
ciple,  and  lead  to  a  light  end.  This  is  fometbing  more  than  being 
faved  fiom  fin.  Many  trials  I  have  had  from  this  quarter.  A 
falvatton  from  fin  feems  to  me  to  be  only  a  negative  holinefa*  If 
obedient  to  the  Spirit*s  teaching,  the  eff^£b  will  be  to  enter  into 
that  pofitive  bpti^eii:,  which  the  apofile  defcribe^,  where^j^fpeaki 
of  our  *'  coming  to  the  unity  of  the  faith,  aiid  of  the.ka|^^)^&^ 
•f  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfefl;  qmd,  unto  the  niwafure  of  thii 
fiature  of  the  fulnefc  of  Chrift." 

^y  mijtid  was  always  aflive.  The  ^\fcovery  which  I  b34  ^^ 
the  fpiritual  bit  flings  that  belong  to  thole  wto  enjoy  a  deliverance 
from  fio«  induced,  me  to  feek  alter  thofebleiling^ ;  and  ftill  bids 
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nel^puffue  ihevta  I  have  been  bindered  mudi  by  tbe  tpo  great 
afiivity  oPtny  roindi.  which  frequently  went  before  the  Spirit  oJT 
Goii    I  (fould  not  always  fa^t,  with  Mr.  i^letcber, 

"  RtftMsi  tiftgiiy;  for  06D  I  wait ; 

-»'  Fcrf  God  my  Ttbement  foul  ftaiids  (Ifil.'* : 

T<5b  often  baVe  I  b^fen  rettlefs;  blit  not  refigtiea:  Tfiis  ba$  o|><frifc(l 
slti'^^tiue  fbr  the  cfn^ihy  fo  harrafs  ahdperplb^i  me  varkrui  W^ys^* 
In  order  to  attain  thofe  higher  de^rrees  of  grate,  1  fifid  nif  mini 
Bioiilibt  c&Mihiiti[f  Ihcking  uffto  Jlfus;  waiting  patiently :far  the 
t^si^b^ngs  and  ^tiidalice' of  his  Spirit;  and  that  I  odght  to  h^ 
thjmktui  for  th^  leaft  meafoF^  of  Ijgbt  and  gdee. 

1  have  found  ihy  bWri  WifiJom  a  grjtal  oKSade  in  mv  waf  :  Be'*' 
caufe  1  did  tidt  fetelve  afl  thst  1  v(^s  behitiotiing  fb/^  1  hav^  nbC 
bees  fufHeiehtty  ^fatefdl  fbr  th'it  Whitn  was  given  trie;  ,  Wvtf. 
thelefs,  the  Lord  has  beeti  with  note;  enlightening  my  darKhef?,^ 
itrengtfaeBihj^  tiiy  We&knefs,  eifc^tirdging  me  to  go  forward,  i^nd 
leading  me  tbrdUgh  ttiany  difScuitits.  .  :  /.    f. 

While  our  eye  r<Jrnd|ris'  fijigle;'  in<f  our  defires  aTtcr  Otid  *^6 
prefefved,  and  we  arc' fet  kin^  him  With  all  out-  Vemh;  notwr;h- 
Handing  we  tiiay  tie  cldiided jfritV  liribdief,  tgnoi*ance»  '^•*''g!^4i 
Aufncfs,  and  warlting  urfdeTflfafrdm^  in'thfe  rfcvicei*  of  Satah/yet 
if ,  we  perfevcfe  id  tetl^teg,-^fr<inl  thy  own  elipcricnt^  I  can  ttl*-; 
tify,  and  from  th<  ^xpiVieidc  df  orheri  w1<bm  1  Uave  dfafervedL 
that  we  fliall  find  hiiri;  ^s  the  p^{>hcV  Hdfta  fays;  "  Then  fflarf 
we  kribiH  if'^^  fdllbw  0W  td  kk^w  the-  tatd  ;  His  going  ,iottH  is 
l^repahfd  as  \\f^  tiibrniti^  ;  dtid  ha  ftarll  cdine  to  ua  as  the  nun,  a1» 
(be  titter  and  fdrnier  rain  uatd  the  eaitk/' 

*       i  am,  <lear  Sir,  J^obr's,  8ic»  #lf###^  •    ■ 

Sotbe  derf<ins,  not  refnarkable  for  being  volunteers  in  faith,  or^fol 
aii  etdel^  of  thbt  charity'  which  bopeth  all  things,  have  dp(Jfbre4 
i^hfethei'  the  tartf  Mi.  Wtftey  Wis  fcvwr  truly  awdteqed,  anS 
brbilght  from  miAing  in  Us'  o^n  ifi^tebuiciefs;  Let  fucbi 
prions  read  the  foUowtng^lttter,  add  imi  let  them  judge. 

To  the  Rev.  WILLIAM  LAW* 

Bev.  Sir,  i    May  14.  1738. 

T  ti  iH  obfediAide  to  what  I  think  to  be  th^  call  of  God,  that 
__!  I;  wh6*  have  the  itrit^n<^d  df  <itatli  iW  dv  own  foiii;  tafce  iiporf 
ihk  16  Writ'e  J6  )t>u,  6f  wKbiti  I  Have  often  defired  to  learn  the  firfl 
ciWicrrts  of  the  Golpd  of  Christ. 

If  you  are  bom  of  God,  you  wiU  approve  of  the  defign,  tho* 
it  slay  be  Wft  wdlkl^  executed.     If  nbt,  1  (ball  jjrieve  for  you, 

U  *  not 
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46t  for  tnyrdf.  For  as  I  feek  not  the  praiffc  of  men  ;  fo  nehhfer 
regard  I  the  contempt  cither  of  you  or  of  any  other. 

For  two  years  (more  e^ecially)  -I  ha%'c  oeen*  preaGfaing  after 
the  model  of  your  two  pcaaicai  treatifes  :  and  all  that  beard,  have 
allowed,  that  the  law  is  greats  wonderful,  and  holy.  But  no 
jboner  did.theyaitempt  to  fulfil  it,  but  they  j  found,  that  it  is  too 
hjg^  for, man  :  and  that  by  doing  the  works  of  the  law  Ihall  no 
4^1^,  livipg  be  juftified.  ^ 

t>.!To  i remedy  this,  I  e^^bdrted  them,  and.  Sirred  up.  myfelf  to 
pchyijean^ftly  for  the  Grape  of  God,  and  to  ufe  all  the  other 
means  of  obtaining  that  Gracei  which  the  alU wife  God  hath  .ap- 
piointe4^  But  ftill,  both  they  and  I  were  more  an4  more  con- 
y^c^d^-rr-jr hat  this  is  a  Uw  by  which  a. man  cannot  live:  The 
I  (aw  i^;  ouE  members  continually  warring  againft  it,  and  bringing 
us  ij^tp  4^qper  captivity  to  the  Uw,,of  Xin.  .^ 
L'UnttmfkiftVavy  yoke  I  n^igbi  have  groaned  till  death,  had  not 
a  holy  man,  to  whom  God  latdy  :dire£led  me,  uppn  my  com*? 
pli^nfing,theteof».anfwered  at  once,  *'  Believe,  and  thou  fhalt  be 
V  fjaved*  .Relieve  an  the  Lord.  Jefus  Chrift  with  all  thy  heart,  and 
•^nothiTg'.rtlall  b^  i,in,poflii>Ip  tp.thce.  This  faith,  indeed,  as  well 
•^V  as  tbp  falvation  ,it  biriogs,  is  the  free  gift  of  God.  But  feek; 
•^'«  and  thou,  fijdlt  finid.^.  Strip  thyfelf  naked  of  thy  own  works^ 
**  and  tl^  own  ^righ^edufnefs,  and.  fly  to  him.  For  whofoever 
*'  coraeth  unto  him,  he  will  in  no  wife  caft  but. 

,  Noyir,  '§iir,  fufFer  me  Jj^  aflc,  Hqw  will  ypa  ,anfwer  it  to  our 
common  Xi)rd,  that  you  never  gave  me  this  advjoe  ?  Did  you 
never  read  the  Afts  of  U<c  ApoflleA,  or  the  anfwcr  of  ^Paul  to 
him  who  /aid,  "  What  muft  1  do  to  be  faved  ?*'  Or  are  you 
wifer  than  he  ?  Why  did  I  fcarce  ever  hear  yoU  n^me  the  Name 
of  Chrift?  Never  lo  as  Jo  gtpund  ?ny  thing  upon  faith  in  hia 
Blood  ?  Who  is  this  who  is  laying  another  foundation  ?  If  you 
fiiy,  'You  advtfed  other 'thii^gs  as  preparatory tathiat  What  is  thia 
itit  laying  a  foundationbtilow  the  foundatien  ?  Is  not  Chrift  then 
theF»rft;  as  well  as  the.  Laft  ?  If  you.fay.  You  ad vi fed  them^ 
feecaufe you  knew  that  I  had  faithalrcady* -  Verily  you  knew  no* 
thing  of  m?  :  YctrfjdiCDetned  not  ifty^f^vrkataJL  I  kr«Qw.  thftt  I 
had  not  faith,  unlefs  the  faith  of  a  devil,  the  faith  of  Judas,  that 
fpeculative,  notioiial,-5airy '  (hadow^  wKicfi  lives  ini  the  head,  not 
in  the  hcrirt.  fit^t  what  is  this  to  the  living,  juftifying  Faith  in 
the  Blood  of  Jefus  ?  The  faith  that  cleanleih  from  fin  :•  -^iWiat 
glvesns  to  have  f>ee  acc^fs  to  the  Father":  To  wtjolcc  in  hope  of 
the  glory  of  pod ;  to  h?vq  the  Ji)^5^  of  God'  flied  abroad  in  oiir 
Jiearts  by  ih^  Holy  Ghoft^wbick  dwe|I<jtb  in,.us  :  and  the  Spirit  it* 
felf  bearing  wimefs  with  our  ^pirijt^  tfiif.  we  are  the  children  of 

.  God?        ,.,  ,^...,    ,.  ■_.     ;.. .      .  .  ■ 

.  I  befeecb  yog, ,  Sir,  by  the  roerciics  of  Gpp,  to  <;qnfider  deeply 
and  impartial Ij^vrhcther  the  trye  jeafon  of  your  never  preffing 

this 
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All  Tipon  me,  w«s  not  this, — ^That  you  had  it  not  yparfelf  ?  Whc<- 
ther  that  mad  of  God  was  not  in  the  right,  who  gave  this  ac<:ount 
of  a  late  imerview  he  had  with  you  ?  ^*  I  began  fpeaking  to  him 
*'  of  faith  in  Chriil :  He  was  nlent,.  Then  M  began  to  fpeak  of' 
*'  myfttcal  matters.  I  fpake  to  him  of  faith  in  Chrift  again  :  He 
**  was  filent.  Then  he  began  to  fpeak  of  myftical  matters  again. 
**  I  faw  his  (late  at  once/'  And  a  very  dangerous  one,  in  his 
judgment,  who  I  know  to  have  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Once  more,  Sir,  let  me  beg  you  to  confider,  whether  your  ex- 
treme  rooghnefs,  and  morofe  and  four  behaviour,  at  lead  on  many 
occafions,  can  poflibly  be  the  fruit  of  a  living  faith  i^  Chrift  ? 
If  not,  may  the  God  of  peace  and  love  fill  up  what  is  yet  wanting 
in  you.        I  am.  Rev.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

John  Wbsi.ey* 

How  far  Mr.  Welley  is  to  be  juftified  in  writing  the  above  Letter 
to  Mr.  Law,  and  whether  he  formed  a  right  judgment  of  the 
lUie.of  his   mind,   will  appear  from  Mr,  Law's  aofwer  ;    1%, 

'  feemi  as  if  he  did  not  underftand  Mr«  Wcfley  at  all, 

.      To  THE  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY, 
Rev.  Sir,  May  19,  1738, 

YOUR's  I  received  yefterday.  As  you  harve  written  that  let, 
ter  in  obedience  to  a  divine  call,  and  in  conjun£Uon  with, 
another  extraordinary  good  young  man,  ^hom  you  know  to  bftvc 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  fo  I  alTure  you,  that,  con fidering  yoor. letter 
in  that  view,  I  neither  defire  nor  dare  to  make  the  fmalleft  defence* 
of  royfelf.  If  a  meifenger  from  God  ihould  reprefent  me  as  a. 
monfier  of  iniquity,  that  had  corrupted  all  that  had  converfed^ 
with  me,  &c.  I  (hould  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth,  and  with 
my  eyes  {hut,  fubrait  myfelf  to  the  divine  juAice.  And  as  you; 
lay  claim  to  this  chara£ler,  as  a  meOenger  fent  from  God  to  lay 
my  fins  before  my  face,  and  have  ^ot  executed  this  meflage,  till  \ 
divine  man,  highly  favoured  of  God,  bad  palTed  fentence  upoa 
me  ;  fo  1  affure  you,  that  I  have  pot  the  leail  inclination  to  di^ 
truft  or  queftion  your  miflion,  nor  the  fmalleft  repugnance  to  own* 
receive,  reverence,  and  fubmit  myfelf  to  you  both,  in  thefe  ex  J 
alted  chara£lers.  May  God  vouchiafe  his  favours  to  you  both, 
an4  his  tnercies  to  me,  according  to  his  own  good  pleafure. 

This  is  the  whole  of  my  anfwer  to  your  letter,  confidered  in  that 
light  in  which  you  reprefent  it,  as  wriftten  in  obedience  to  a  di* 
vine  call,  and  the  meftage  of  it  ratified  by  a  perfon  whom  you 
know  to  have  the  Spirit  of  God. 

But  now,  upon  fuppofition,  that  you  had  here  only  a£led  by 
that  ordinary  light  which  is  common  to  good  and  fober  minds,  I 
ihould  remark  upon  your  letter  as  follows.       How  you  may  have 

been 
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been.tiv0  years  preaching  the  cloflri&e  of  the  ivfi  Pfa^ical  Dif- 
courfes«  or  how  you  m^y  baive  lired  yourfelf  and  your  hearers  icT 
no  fjlurpofe,  is  what  I  catinot  fay  much  to.  A  holy  tnap»  yoQ  fay» 
ttug^it  you  thus :    ♦'  BeUtve,  and  thpujhatt  be  ftit/tii.     Belkve,,in 


he  will  in  no  wife,  tajl  out. 
,  I  am  to  fuppofe,  thM,  tiH  this  time  t>f  yout-  lately  meeting  with 
this  holy  niazi;  you  had  not  been  taught  thii  doflrine;  and.that^ 
for  want  of  it,  you  might  ;have  iproatned  under  a  certain  heavy 
yoke  to  your  death.  Did  you  not  abave  two  years  ago  give  a 
sew  tranflation  oi:  Thomas  a  Kemfns  f  Will  you  call  Thomas  to 
account,  and  to  anfwer  it  to  God,  as  you  do  me,  for  not  teaching 
you  that  doflrinc  ?  Or  wijl^jjxjp  fay,  that  you  took  upon  you  to 
rciloie  the  true  fenfe  of  that  dmdie  writer,  and  tO' in firu3  others 
how  they  might  befl  profit  by  reading  him,  before  you  had  fo 
xnuch  as  a  literal  knowledge  of  the  inoft  plain,  open,  and  repeated 
do£lrine  contained  in  i)is  book  ?  You  cannot  but  remember  what 
value  I  always  expreffed  for  Kempis.  and  how  much  I  recom- 
snetided  it  to  your  nieditatton. 

You  have  had  a  great  many  c6nverfations  with  me,  and  I, dare 
fay,  thit  yoii  never  waJ  with  me  for  half  an  hour  without  my  Being 
larj^e  upon  that  very  doQrinb,  which  you  xbake  me  totally  fiient 
and  ignorant  of. 

As  dn  undeniable  proof  of  this,  yoU  tnuft  remember,  that  the 
ftcdnd  time  1  faw  you;  and  when  your  brother  was  with  ydu;'  I 
put  into  your  hands  the  little  book  of  th^  German  Theology»  and 
Aid  all  that  I  could  in  recomi^endatioii  of  the  dodrine  cotitained 
ih  if*.  If  that  book  does  not  plainly  lead  you  to  Jefus  Chrift,  I 
affn  cohtent  to  know  as  littlfe  of  ChHftiariityi  as  you  are  plcafed  ro 
Btliifve :  or  it  you  arc  for  flripping  yourfelf  n^aked  of  your  own 
^orks,  or  your  oWn  righffcoiifnefs,  further  than  that  book  dircfts, 
1  had  rather  you  was  taught  thai  dbflrine  by  any  one  elfe  than  liy 
ibc.  Above  a  year  ago  I  publifiied  a  book  again  ft  the  Plain 
jtecovht  of  the  Sacrament,  &c.  You  may  perhaps  be  toO"  much 
prejudiced  againft  the  to  read  it,  but  as  you  have  made  yourfelf  t 
jiidge  c(  i\r€  ftate  of  my  heatt,  and  of  ray.  knowledge  in  Chrift^ 
ybU  ought  to  have  feen  that  bo^  k,  to  help  you  10  make  tf  ligl^t 
judgment  of  iny  fentiments.  What  I  have  there  writ'en,  I  judjfed 
to  be  wdl-timed  after  my  former  difcoiufes ;  governed  through  all 
that  I  have  written  and  done  by  ih^fe  two  common,  fundai»entat« 
jin<;hangeable  maxims  of  out  Lord,  '*  without  me  ye  can  do  no- 
thing  :  If  any  man  will  come  after  iHtr,  or  be  my  difciple^  let  him 
take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  meJ*  If  you  are  for  ieparating  the 
doftrine  of  the  cirofs,  from  faith  in  Chrift,  or  following  liiin,  Jjo^ 
have  numliers  and  names  enough  on  ybur  fide,  but  hdt  me,  Th^ 
converfation  I  have  had*  with  you  is  paft  and  gone,  and  you  have 

it 
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it  in  yddr  power  to  reprerent  it  as  you  pleafe  *  but  th«  (afis  I  have 
*  appealied  to,  nauft  continacia£ls,  and  prove  all  that  which  I  appeal 
m  them  for*  You  fay,  *•  JVAy  did  1  /caret  ever  hear  you  name 
**  tk  mime  of  Ckriji  ^  Never,  fo  a^s  io  ground  any  ihxng  %pon 
"  faith  in  his  Blood  f  1/  ypu  fay,  you  adyiftd  qthtr  things  a$ 
•*  pr^araiory  to  this,  ^  you  advifcd  t^em  btcauft  you  knw  I  had 
''  fiith  already  I  verify,  you  knew  notkir^  ^  me,  you  dijcern^ 
*•  notmyjpirit  at  all:,  I  know  that  I  had  not  Jatth,  uniefs  the 
*^  fodth  of  a  dexfU,  the  faith  of  Jfudas,  that  Jpeculative,  nottan^^ 
*-  airyjhadawt  which  lives  in  the  head,  and  not  in  the  heart. 

Did  you  never  hear  any  thing  of  this  from  me  ?  How  far  I 
may  have  difcerned  your  fpirit,  or  tftjjs^fpirit  of  others  that  have 
cooverfed  with  4ne,  may,  perhaps,  be  mt>re  a  fccret  to  you,  than 
you  imagine ;  but  I  claim  nothing  on  that  head.  But  granting 
you  to  be  right  in  the  account  of  your  own  fai'h,  how  am  I  charge- 
able with  it  ?  Have  either  I  or  any  of  my  writings  any  tendency 
to  till  your  bead  full  of  airy  (hadows  ? 

H6ce  I  am  to  fuppofe,  ihat  after  you  had  been  fomctime  medf- 
tating.  u|>on  an  author,  that  of  all  others  leads  us  the  mod  direflly 
to  a  fe^  living  faith  in  Jefus  Cbrift ;  after  )rou  had  judged  your- 
felf  iuch  a  fnaner  of  his  fentiments  and  doftrines,  as  to  be  able  to 
publifli  them  to  the  world,  with  dire6lions  and  in(lru3ions  cot\- 
Cerning  fuch  experimental  diviniiy;  that  years  after  you  had  done 
this^  you  had  only  the  faith  of  a  devil,  or  Judas,  an  empty  notion 
only  in  your  bead  ;  and  tliat  you  was  in  this  ftate  thro'  ignorance 
that  there  was  any  better  to  be  fought  after,  and  that  you^jwas  iii 
this  ignorance,  becaufe,  in  my  converfdtion,  I  never  dtre^ed,  ot 
calleo  you  to  this, true  f^ith. 

But,  Sir,  as  Kempis  and  I  have  both  of  us  had  your  acquaint- 
ance and  converfation,  fo  pray  let  thej^ult  be  divided  betwixt  u«, 
and  I  Siall  be  content  to.have  it  faid^-^hat  I  left  you  in  as  much 
ignorance  of  this  fatih,  as  he  did,  or  that  you  learnt  no  more  ol 
it  by  cbnverfing  with' me,  than  with  him.  If  you  had  only 
this  faith  till  fome  ^eeks  ago,  Ijit  me  advijTe  you  not  tp  be  too 
fasJly  in  believing,  that  becaufe  you  have  changed  your  langui^e 
or  expreflions,  you  have  changed  your  faith.  The  head  can  as 
eafily  amufe  itfell  with  a  Uving  and  juflifying  faith  in  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  as  with  any  other  notion  ;  and  the  heart,  which  you 
fuppofe  to  be  a  place  of  lecurity,  as  being  the  feat  ot  felflove,  is 
more.^ecfitftil  (ban  the  head. 

I  muft  jaow  tranfcribe  a  long  paflage  in  your  letter,  becaufe 
Qota  wisra  of  it  ought  to  be  omitted.  It  is  thus,  "  I  beftcch  you 
^.iy  the  mercies  of  God,  to  conftdeir  deeply  and  impartially,  whe* 
•*  tier  tie  true,  reafon  of  your  never  calling  me  to  this,. was  not, 
«•  that  you  had  it  not  yourje^f  IVket/ier  that  man  of  God  uas 
**  votin  the  rights  who  gave  this  account'*  **  I  began  iq  fpeak  t(» 
•*  him  of  faith  iii  Chritt  :^  Hj;  was  {\\eSiU  Then  he  bfigan  ^.p 
**  fpeak  of  myflicai  matters.    I  fpoke  of  faith  in  Chrifi  ag^^m  : 

•♦   He 
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•*  He  was  filent.  Then  he  fpoke  of  myftica]  matters  agaim'  -f  f 
•*  SAW  HIS  STATE  AT  ONCB."  **  And  a  very  da^g-^aus  oneii 
'*  his  judgment,  whom  I  know  to  have  tie  Spirit  of  QiniJ'  .^i 
This  roan  of  God,  whom  I  can  willingly  believie  to  be  as  divine 
as  you  reprcfent  htm  to  be,  and  whofe  converfation  left  a  g06d 
impreflion  upon  niy  mind,  was  accidentally  prefented  lo  me  in 
Somerfet  Gardens,  as  the  acquaintance  of  an  author  I  was  enquiN 
ing  after,  and  whofe  book  was  then  in  my  hands.  I  was  nof ,  half 
an  hour  with  him  in  that  public  place,  nor  had  any  intention  at 
that  time  of  f^iying  any  thing  to  him,  but  upon  the  matter  above- 
jnentioned.  In  difcourfe  of  that  kind,  he  took  occafion,  as  he 
fays,  to  fpeak  ol  faith  in  Chrill.  I  was  iilent ;  except  in  appro- 
bation of  what  he  faid,  >  But  that  I  then  began  to  fpeak  of  myfti- 
cal  matters,  is  as  falfe  as  any  thing  that  can  be  faid  of  me.  For  I 
fpoke  not  one  fingle  word  of  any  do£lrine  of  religion,  either  myf- 
ttcal  or  not.  Or  if  I  had  fpoke  of  myilical  matters,  would  that 
have  been  a  receding  from  the  fubje6l  he  was  upon  ?  Is  not  faUh 
in  Jefus  Chrift  the  very  fum  and  fubfiance  of  vrhat  is  meant  by 
myilical  religion  ?  He  faid  very  little  to  me  on  faitb^  but  for 
ought  I  know,  there  might  be,  what  he  calls,  a  firft  and  fecond 
time,  in  what  he  faid  to  me.  But  that  I  a  fecond  time  began  to 
fpeak  to  him  of  myftical  matters,  is  a  fecond  great  falfity.  I 
leave  you  now  to  judge  of  his  seeing  my  dangerous  stat& 

AT    QNCE. 

As  this  falfity  lies  amongft  us  three,  I  fuppofe  you  will  vtol  think 
it  proper  that  either  of  you  (hould  have  any  (hare  in  it»  it  being 
fi-ter  to  be  afcribed  to  that  ftate  you  have  provideid  for  me*  I  am 
content  that  you  (hould  do  with  it  according  to  your  pJeafure. 

Your  laft  paragraph  concerning  my  four,  rough  behaviour,  and 
obfcurity  of  converfdtion  on  the  moft  important  fubje£ls,  as  in- 
confident  with  Sciipture  and  the  fruits  of  a  living  faiih  in  Chrift^ 
I  leave  in  its  full  force.  Whatever,  you  can  fay  of  me  of  that 
kind  without  hurting  yourfelf,  will  be  always  well  received  by  me. 

I  am  your  real  friend  and  well-wi(her9 

W.  LAW. 

Mr.  Wesley  returned  the  following  Answer. 
To  the  Rev,  WILLIAM  LAW, 
Rev.  Sir,  May  30,  1738. 

Sincerely  thank  you  for  a  favour  I  did  not  expe£l.  and  pre- 
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fume  to  trouble  you  once  more.. 

How  I  have  preached  all  my  life ;  how  gualified  or  unqualified 

I  w^s  to  correfi  a  Tranflation  of  Kempis,  and  to  tranilate  a  Pre«> 

face  to  it.     Whether  I  have  now,  or  how  long  I  have  had  a  liv^ 

ing  faith.     Whether  Peter  Bohler  fpoke  truth*  in  what  he  faid» 

urtico 
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Vhen  tvo  others  were  prefent  befides  me,  are  'cttcumftances  on 
which  the  main  qiieftion  does  not  turn ;  which  is  this,  and  no 
other ;  "  Whether  you  ever  advifed  me,  or  dire£led  me  to  books, 
that  did  advife  me,  to  feek  firft  a  living  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
and  that  thereby  alone  I  could  be  juftified." 

You  appeal  to  three  fa£ls  to  prove  that  you  did.  ill.  That  you 
put  into  my  hands  Theologia  Germanica.  2d.  That  you  pub-^ 
Jiflied  an  Anfwer  to  "  The  Plain  Account  of  the  Sacrament." 
And  3d.  That  you  ?re  governed  through  all  that  you  have  written^ 
and  done  by  thefe  two  fundamental  maxims  of  our  Lord,  *•  With- ' 
out  me  ye  can  do  nothing  ;-  and.  If  any  man  will  come  after  me, 
let  him  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me." 

The  faQs  I  allow,  but  not  the  confequence.  In  Theologia 
Germanica,  I  remember  fomething  of  Chrift  our  Pattern,  but  no- 
thing exprefs  of  Chrift  our  Atonement.  The  Anfwer  to  the  Plain 
Account  of  the  Sacrament,  \  believe  to  be  an  excellent  book,  but 
not  fo  as  to  aiFe6l  the  main  quefiion.  Thofe  two  maxims  may 
imply,  but  do  not  exprefs  the  thing  itfelf,  He  is  our  Propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood. 

But  how  are  you  chargeable  with  my  not  having  had  this  faith? 
If  you  intimate  that  you  difcerned  my  fpirit,  then  you  are  charge, 
able  thus  :  1.  Yoii  did  not  tell  me  plainly  I  had  it  not«  2.  You 
never  once  advifed  me  to  feek  or  to  pray  for  it*  3.  Your  advice 
to  me  was  only  proper  for  fuch  as  had  faith  already.  Advices 
which  led  me  further  from  it,  the  clofer  I  adhered  to  them.  4. 
You  recommended  books  to  me  which  had  no  tendency  to  this 
faith,  but  a  dire£l  one  to  defiroy  good  works. 

However,  ••  Let  the  fault  be  divided  (you  fay)  between  me  and 
Kempis."  No :  If  I  underfiood  Kempis  wrong,  it  was  your  part, 
who  difcerned  my  fpirit,  and  faw  my  miftake,  10  have  explained 
him,  and  to  have  fet  me  right. 

I  alk  pardon.  Sir,  if  I  have  faid  any  thing  inconfiftent  with 
the  obligations  I  owe  you,  and  the  refpe£l  I  bear  to  your  chit- 
rafter. 

I  am,  Rev.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

J.  WESLEY. 

On  the  Providence  of  GOD. 

AS  from  fome  level  country's  Chehef'd  ground, 
With  towns  replete,  with  gr^en  inclofrrcs  bound. 
Where  the  eye  kept  within  the  verdant  maze, 
But  gets  a  tranfient  vifla  as  it  ftrays ; 
Vol.  XX,  March,  1797.  The 
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The  pilgrifji  tQ  fome  rifing  fumtnit  iend% 
Whence  opens  all  tjie  fcene  as  he  afcends : 
So  Providi^KCIP  the  friendly  height  fuppliei. 
Where  all  the  eharras  of  Deity  furprifc; 
Here  Gbodnefs,  Power,  ^nd  Wifdom  ftU  unite 
And  dazzling  Glories  whelm  tjie  ravift'd  fight  5 

*   Almighty  Cause  !  '|is  thy  preferving  c^re, 
That  keeps  thy  W9rks  for  ever  fre(h  fip4  f^i^  i 
TVe  fun,  from  thy  fqperior  radiance  bqght. 
Eternal  (beds  his  delegated  light; 
Lends  to  his  filler  orh  inferior  day, 
And  paints  the  filver  moon's  alternate  ray  : 
Thy  hand  the  wafle  of  eating  Time  renews  : 
Thou  (hedd'ft  the  t^pid  morning's  balmy  dews ; 
Wheji  raging  winds  the  blacken'd  deep  deform, 
Thy  Spirit  rides  commiffior^'d  in  the  ftorm  ; 
Bids  at  thy  will  the  flick'nrng  tcmp?ft  ceaf?^ 
While  the  calm  ocean  fmooths  its  ruffled  face ; 
When  lightnings  thro'  the  air  tremendous  fly, 
Or  the  blue  plague  is  loofcn'd  to  deftroy, 
Thy  band  direfts  or  turns  aftde  the  ftroke  ; 
Thy  word  the  fiend's  commiffion  can  revoke ; 
When  fukerraneous.  fires  the  furface  heave^ 
And  towns  are  buried  in  the  yawning  grave  ; 
Thou  fuffer'ft  not  the  mifchief  to  prevail ; 
Thy.  fovereign  touch  the  recent  wound  can  heal. 
To  Zembla's  rocks  thou  fe«4'ft  »ke  cheerful  gleam  ; 
O'er  Lybia's  Can^s  thou  pour'ft  tli«.  cooling  flirean? ;. 
Thy  watchful  Providence  a'er  ^11  intends; 
Thy  works  obey  tJieir  great  CBiE^axok's  cnd&. 

When  man  too  long  the  paths  of  viqc  p.i;i,i:fu'4j^ 
Thy  hand  prepared  the  univerfajj,  floo4. ; 
Gracious  to  Noah  gave  the  timely  fign. 
To  fave  a  remnant  froip.  the  wi;a|i,h  divine. ! 
One  fhining  wafte  the  globe  terreftrial  lay. 
And  the  ark'heav'd  along  the  troubled  fea; 
Thou  bad'ft  the  deep  his  ancient  bed  explore, 
The  clouds  their  wat'ry  deluge  poor 'd  no -more ! 
The  ikies  were  clear'd — the  mountain  tops  were  feen,    - 
The  dove  pacific  brought  the  olive  gree«» 
On  Arrarat  the  happy  Patriarch  toft, 
Found  the  recovered  world  his  hope*  bad  loft  ;  . 
There  his  fond  eyes  reviewed  the  pleafing  fc^ne.  ^ 

The  earth  all  verdant,  and  the  air  fereije  ! 
Its  precious  freight  the  guardian  ark  dilplay'd. 
While  Noah  grateful  adoration  p^id 

Beholdiug 
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Beholding  in  the  ftjany  tinftur'd  bow 
Tfae  promife  of  a  fafer  world  below. 

When  wild  ambition  rear'd  its  impious  head. 
And  rifing  Babel  Heav'n  withpride  fiirvcy'd ; 
Thy  word  the  mighty  labour  could  confound. 
And  leave  the  mafs  to  moulder  with  the  ground.  ' 

From  Thee  all  human  a£lions  take  their  fprings. 
The  rife  of  empires,  and  the  fall  of  kings ! 
See  the  vaft  theatre  of  time  difplay'd. 
While  o*er  the  fc«ic  fucceeding  heroes  tread. 
With  pomp  the  fliining  images  fucceed,  , 

What  leaders  triumph  !  and  what  monarchs  Weed  ! 
^Perform  the  parts  thy  Providence  aflign'd, 
Their  pride^  their  paffions,  to  thy  ends  incUn'd : 
Awhile  they  glitter  in  the  face  of  day. 
Then  at  thy  nod  the  phantoms  pafs  aw^y ; 
No  traces  left  of  all  the  bufy  fcene. 
But  that  remembrance  fays— Tift^  things  have  been  ! 

"  But  (queftioBs  doubt)  whence  fickly  nature  feeb 
"  The  ague«>Sts  her  face  fo  oft  reveals  ? 
*•  Whence  earthquakes  heave  the  earth's  aftoni{h*d  breaft? 
"  Whence  tempefts  rage  ?  or  yellow  plagues  infeft  ? 
"  Whence  draw«  rank  Afric  her  enjpoifon'd  ftore  ? 
•*  Or  liquid  fires  exolofive  iEtna  pour  ^" 
Go,  fceptic  mole !  demand  th*  eternal  caufe. 
The  fecret  of  hw  alKpreferving  laws  ; 
The  depth  of  Wifdom  infinite  explore. 
And  aft  thy  Maker — why  he  knows  no  more  ? 

Thy  error  ftiH  in  moral  things  as  great. 
As  vain  to  cavil  at  the  ways  of  fate. 
To  aft  why  profplrous  vice  fo  oft  fucceeds. 
Why  fufiFers. innocence,  or  virtue  bleeds  ! 
Why  monfiers,  nature  muft  with  bluflres  own. 
By  crimes  grow  pow'rful,  and  difgrace  a  throne! 
Why  faints  and  fages  mark'd  in  evVy  age, 
Perift),  the  vifiims  of  tyrannic  rage  ; 
Why  Socrates  for  truih  and  freediom  fell. 
Or  Nero  reign*'d  the  ddegate  of  hell : 
In  vain  by  reafon  is  the  maze  purfu'd. 
Of  ill  triumphant,  and  afflifted  good. 
Fix'd  to  the  hold,  fo  might  the  failor  aim 
To  judge  the  pilot,  and  the  fteerage  blame. 
As  we  direft  to  God  what  Ihould  belong, 
Or  fay,  that  fov'rcign  Wifdom  governs  wrong. 

1  Nor 
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Nor  always  vice  does  uncorrefied  go^ 
Nor  virtue  unrewarded  pafs  below  ; 
Oft  facred  Juftice  lifts  her  awful  head, 
And  dooms  the  tyrant  and  the'  ufurper  dead  ; 
Oft  Providence,  more  friendly  than  fcverc, 
Arrefts  the  hero  in  bis  wild  career ; 
Dire£ls  the  fever,  poniard,  or  the  ball, 
By  which  an  Ammon,  Charles,  or  Caefar  fall : 
Or,  when  the  curfed  Boirgias  brew  the  cup 
For  merit,  bids  the  monilers  drink  it  up  ; 
On  violence  oft  retorts  the  cruel  fpear. 
Or  fetters  Cunning  in  its  cfafty  fnare : 
Relieves  the  innocent,  exaks  the  iuft. 
And  lays  the  proud  oppreflbr  in  the  dull ! 

But  faft  as  Time's  fwift  pinions  can  convey^ 
Hafiens  the  pomp  of  that  tremendous  Day, 
Wlien  to  the  view  of  all  created  eyes 
God's  high  Tribunal  ihall  majeftic  rife  i 
Wheit  the  loud  trumpet  (hall  aflemble  round 
The  dead,  reviving-  at  the  piercing  found ! 
Where  men  and  angels  fliall  to  audit  come, 
And  millions  yet  unborn  receive  their  doom  ! 
Then  (hall  fair  Providence,  to  all  difnlay'd. 
Appear  divinely  bright  without  a  (haoe ; 
In  light  triumphant  all  her  a£ls  be  Ibown, 
And  blulhing  Doubt  eternal  Wifdom  own ! 

Mean  while,  thou  great  Intelligence  fupreme, 
Sov'reign  Direftor  of  this  mighty  frame, 
Whofe  watchful  hand,  and  alUobferving  ken, 
Fafliions  the  hearts,  and  views  the  ways  of  men  i 
Whether  thy  hand  the  plenteous  table  fpread» 
Or  meafur^  fparingly  the  daily  bread ; 
Whether  or  wealth  or  honours  gild  the  fcene. 
Or  wants  deform,  and  wafting  anguifh  ftain ; 
On  thee  let  Truth  and  Virtue  firm  rely, 
Blefs'd  in  the  care  of  thy  approving  Eye  I 
Know  that  thy  Providence*  their  confiant  friend. 
Thro'  life  fliall  guard  them,  and  in  death  attend  ; 
With  everlafiin^  arms  their  caufe  embrace. 
And  crown  the  paths  of  Piety  with  Peace 
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A  fibort  Account  of  Mr,  Clelai^d  Kirkpatrick. 

I  Was  born  at  Bangor,  in  the  County  of  Down,  in  the  North 
of  Irelarid,  January  12,  1763;  My  parents  were  Prefbyte- 
rians,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  me  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ; 
but  having  no  other  child,  for  nine  years,  they  gave  me  too  much 
of  my  own  way,  I  had  ferious  impreffions  on  my  mind  from  my 
infancy,  but  being  of  a  rambling  difpofition,  I  left  my  parents  at 
an  early  period,  and  went  to  live  with  one  of  my  mother's  rela- 
tions, where  I  had  no  one  to  teach  me  any  good.  This  place  not 
being  agreeable,  after  a  few  months  I  returned  home,"  Some  time 
after,  I  lived  with  my  father's  uncle,  whofe  wife  was  a  good  wo- 
man :  here  family  devotion  was  praftifed,  yet  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  ever  heard  them  talk  of  experimental  religion.  My  mind 
was  flill  onfettled,  and  having  a  ilrong  inclination  to  go  to  fea,  I 
returned  to  my  parents  and  acquainted  them  with  my  intention ; 
bat  they  were  much  averfe  to  it,  and  endeavoured  to  dilTaade  me 
from  ray  purpofe.  But  being  determined  on  going,  with  or  with* 
out  their  confent,  my  father  very  relu&antly  went  with  me  to  Bel- 
faft,  and  bound  me  apprentice  to  the  captain  of  a  Ihip  belonging 
to  Flufhing  in  Holland,  for  five  years.  The  captain  was  an 
Englifhman,  the  chief  mate  and  moft  of  the  men  were  Scots.  We 
mterided  firft  to  go  to  Sunderland,  to  lade  with  coals,  and  had  a 
long  paflage  through  the  Ifles  of  Scotland,  owing  to  contrary 
winds  ^nd  bad  weather.  During  this  part  of  the  voyage,  I  was 
fca-fick  for  a  month,  which  was  taken  little  notice  of  by  the 
failors,  though  a  very  painful  diforder.  We  at  lafr  got  x^  Sun- 
derland, and  afterwards  to  Flulhing.  This  was  the  finefl  town  I 
taJ  ever  feen,  and  I  can  truly  fay,  the  wickedeft  that  I  had  eyer 
been  in.  The  cruelties  of  the  Dutch  failors,  and  the  impiety  o{ 
the  Englifh  who  refided  there,  were  fuch  that  I  thought  could  not 
be  equalled  in  any  part  of  the- world  ;  but  I  have  fince  feen  as 
bad,  if  not  worfe,.  in  fome  of  the  fea-pprt  towns  in  England. 
While  at  Flufliing,  I  fel]  into  fome  fins  that  I  had  an  utter  averfipn 
to  before  :  yet  even  in  this  abandoned  place,  the  Lord  did  not 
leave  me  without  conviQions.  I  often  wilhed  that  I  had  never 
left  home,  and  would  fometimes  attempt  to  pray  to  God  to  keep 
i^e  from  fin. 

I  Mr.  Allen,  the  mate,  was  kind  to  me,  as  were  moft  of  the 
^  >aen;  and  the  matter  was  not  fo  bad  as  many  I  have  fince  feen  ; 
•      Vol.  XX.  April,  tjijT.  1  fhould 
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I  (bould  not  ha^e  left  hit?i,  had  Mr.  Alleh  cohtinued  with  the 
ihip  ;  but  uf!»6ii  bis  i^mbv4l^  ftn&iher  iiiik  ckht  id  fail  plal:tf|  who 
was  one  of  the  greateft  villains  I  ever  was  acquainted  with.  About 
this  time  I  was  made  cabin  boy^  and  Oiould  have  dope  v«ry  well^ 
only  for  the  fa\'«ge  trfeatmem  of  thi  neW  riaate.  Thfere  fcarce  was 
a  day  in  which  I  did  not  experience  fome  of  bis  cruelty.  When 
we  returned  to  Sunderlantl,  I  Itft  iht  fcip  with  tinother  apprentice, 
who  had  rifo  been  .badly  treated-.  We  reached  .New caillle  next 
morning  by  daylight,  and  on  tne  tnira  day  got  to  Maryporl  in 
CbrtiberhHd.     I  felt  feititicnste  to  6dd  for  my  ddiveranc& 

At  Mat-ypbrt  I  Went  oh  board  of  Captain  Borifcalte's  fti|>  |  th*f 
capbtn  was  exceeding  kind  tb  fe^  ;  hie  never  gave  me  a  blow  not: 
eVeh  an  angry  word  all  the  whil'e  t  was  with  feiniv  and  I  ioved  hiia 
as  my  father;  his  motheV  iittd  M  the  family  were  rciy  good  toni&m 
Tile  mate,  Mr.  J'6hh  Wedgwood,  b^hnyed  alfo  as  a  lather  to  wtev 
It  was  one  of  the  feveVeft  "tviafe  thii  I  ever  ttttt  with,  when  JBoreed 
from  them  by  a  cruel  prefs-gdng',  and  fettt  ow  bbard  of  a  man  of 
war,  which  was  a  fituatioh  I  alwayis  tJtead^d.  I  dti  not  remain 
here  long,  before  we  had  a  fharp  eng^^ettiehti  in  wiiich  oar  Cafy- 
tain  was  killed,  ahd  our  Lteutetiitit  •dreadfully  woUnded^  t&f  which 
wounds  he  died  in  t\Vo  dayS  after ;  a  ie^  of  our  wen  wore  kili^d^ 
and  many  wounded  ;  amohg  thte  latte*-  I  wa«  on^^  t  cannott  bait 
took  away  part  of  my  left  artn.— ^After  kti  ^npsgement  of  one  hour 
and  an  half,  we  Were  obliged  to  furrettder,  h1%d  i*te  tnetny  cakied 
us  into  Breft. 

I  continued  five  months  in  the  Rbyil  JFIof^ital  ik  ^irt%  "whifrti 
the  greateft  care  poflihle  was  taken  of  hiy  Wduhds,  f6r  NJvh^ch  I 
thank  God,  and  cannot  help  lovinjg  the  FyenA  JDbSoVs,  ^nd  my 
other  kind  attendants.  )From  Breft  I  wa^  feiit  to  ©{"nan,  arid  froin 
ttence  to  a  fmall  town  upon  parole,  wheV^  I  continued  nine 
months.  The  inhabitants  in  general  Were  kind  to  me.  ftoHn  this 
place  I  went  to  Saumur,  and  after  a  flay  of  aWi'dft  kw6  years  irt. 
France,  returned  to  England,  where  i  did  not  meet  wftft  to  irkkh 
kind  treatment  as  in  France. 

8o(m  after  I  hraded  at  Po^tfraoMtb,  I  was  Teized  with  a  tever 
that  bro/ttght  me  to  the  b6rder&  of  th^  grave.  I  Ihall  never  forget 
the  inhuman  treiitment  i  met 'w^th  from  thofe  tW  then  had  the 
cate  of  th^fickin  the  iloyal  Hofpital  at  (iofport ;  tut  Ihopc 
t?*ey  are  katktn  better  care  of  now  than  at  that  ^iftie.  After  feyea 
^eeks  confitfemem  i'n  the  hofpital  I  was  difcharged ;  .  upon  wMcb 
I  fet  <nit  for  London,  and  continue  there  a  few  weel;s,  in  order 
to  deceive  my  wages  for  the  time  I  ha^  V^Q  in  the  King's 
feivrce.  % 

Not  long  after  I  entered  on  board  of  a  Privateer,  wkere  I  was 

ex^ofcd  to  mafny  hardftrips.     We  jut  into  a  harbour  in  the  North* 

iveft  of  Irelaiid,  when  four  of  'us.  fwam  from  the  Ihip  in  a  very 

dai^k  nighh    The  wind  blowing  bard|  ^^  btvi^g  near  two  miles 
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to  fwia,  tl^  of  p§  reac)x^  ^be  Oiore^  and  th^  ofl^er  w^s  d^Q^ned. 
'  i  neycf  thip\  of  Ai^  rujrpW  efcape,  ^u^  lyiil^  Ac  fiqpereft  gra- 
tjt^de  t9  God  (or  pfefvrvinp  my  life. 

After  this  deliverance  I  returned  home,  refolving  never  more 
tQ  p$iep4  Qpd  Qpf  my  parppU.  but  alas  !  I  did  not  ke^p  my  rcfolu- 
tto^,  f(»r  my  piiipd  yta%  like  toie  troubled  oceap.  I  left  my  parents 
agfiiO)  Hritf)  il  yUw  to  go  to  fee  ^  friend,  hut  never  returned.  | 
^^nt  oa  bqard  a  man  of  war,  where  I  continued^  until  the  I^prd 
bniqght  mie  out  \o  labour  }t\  his  vineyard.  During  this  time  I  had 
^4^7  KP^^  ^pfiv^$ ;  my  fins  oftf:n  flared  pie  in  t|ie  face,  and  fomer 
times  I  gif?.ypd  to  ppd  to  forgire  me.  But  at  \]^e  fame  time  I 
ihopght,  that  if  I  W35  ordaiped  to  be  fayed  I  Ihqul^  be  faved,  dq 
iirjut  i  vqui4;  ai^d  if  I  w^s  ordained  to  be  damned,  it  mufi  be 
fo,  ^Q  fv^at  I  popld.  T^h^k  fuggeftions  of  the  devil  afforded  me 
ofien  a  gieater  licenie  to  fm;  bv^i  yet  I  felt  conviftions,  whicl^ 
frequently  caufed  me  to  weep  befpre  the  Lord  in  private. 

.  Iif  tbe  laf^er  jsnd  of  ^he  yfsar  1783^  we  failed  with  |^ord  Howe 
tfi  tiys  i^flif  f  of  Gibraltar.  On  the  soth  of  Oflober,  we  fell  ix^ 
with  ttie  combined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  and  after  an  en- 
gagement  of  five  }ipurs,  both  fleets  withdrew,  without  the  lofs  of 
a  fhip  on  either  JBde.  '  In  1783,  I  wa§  ftationed  on  board  a  fliip 
at  Plymoiith,  where  I  ha^  inany  opportunities  of  hearing  the  Rev, 
^r.  kinfman.      In  1786,   on  a  Sunday  evening,  I  went  to  bear 

5reachiiig  at  the  Methodill  new  Chapel  in  f  lymouth  Dock.'  Mr. 
phn  Kinff  had  begun  h}s  fermon  before  I  got  in  ;  however  the 
wofd  reacbed  my  heart.  What  I  felt  under  the  awakening  power 
of  God,  call  only  he  conceived  by  thofe  who  h^ve  experienced 
the  fame.  That  riight  I  received  a  note  of  admittance,  alifiough  t 
had  oever  heard  a  Methodift  Preacher  before.  Next  morning"  t 
wept  oa  board/ and  began  to  reprove  fome  of  my  Ihip-mates  Tor 
fwearing,  with  which  they  were  much  afloniQied,  and  well  they 
inigh^.  "for  on  Sunday  I  curfed  and  fwore  as  bad  a$  any  of 
them. 

,  In  tbe  evening  I  came  on  (bore  again,  and  met  in  Brother  Aaron 
R^i^y's  cla&.  It  was  a  b]e0Jsd  meeting ;  many  fpoke  of  tb(e 
S^^aipg  Ipye  of  God,  ly hich  ^^vc  me  hope  that  1  Qipuld  fpon 
be  ^i]^  (tlyoug^  Gxa^e)  to  experienice  the  lUie  blefling.  Glory 
J^ie  tp  the  lloTfC  h^  ^}f  ^^  9^9^  3^  hl^  promife,  *'  See^  and  ye  (h^t 
fipif*^  One  evening,  while  Mr.  William  /fitevens  was  meeting 
ii^  c]^^,  tbe  Ij^d  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fei  my  foul  at  liberty,  by 
i^ua^ving  ^  foad  of  fia*  andbeflowing  on  me  thax  peace  which 
.tlje  wod4  can.i^eitb^r  give  nor  taki?  away.  j[  enjpyed  the  light  of 
bis  reco^dkd  froumepance,  more  or  lefs,  for  i:^p wards  of  fix 
fffffpii^j^  ^afi.  tjy^en  wf^  brought  in^  fa^a^vinefs  by  manifold  tempt^** 
(io^i,  1  yfji&  (9  (^feifed  by  tb^  enemv  pf  my  £^ii^  as  even  to 
idoybt  U^  4v^init,y  of  tl^e  Son  of  G^d.  Sometimes  I  wa$  t^naptejd 
jt^aat  ^  f^d  to  nji^y  ^^^ence.  One  day,  when  th*us1^xer,cifed^  1 
W9\Jg^t  ^  i-or4  /?»'«€%  t)iat  h^  JKpuld  pj^efl  ^is  power,  aij^ 

Y  2  deliver' 
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deliver  me  fronrthefe  horrible  temptations.  I  did  not  contintze 
long  in  prayer  bipfore  the  fnare  was  broken^  and  a  fweet  calm  in- 
ilantly  followed,  I  then  could  tefiify,  **  The  Lord,  he  is  the 
God!" 

The  fliip  to  which  I  belonged  was  made  guard-fliip  in  Hamoze,' 
for  the  reception  of  preffed  men,  and  others  for  his  Majcfty's  fervice. 
In  this  fituation  I  was  much  exercifed,  but  the  Lord  was  with  mc» 
and  beyond  all  human  expefiation,  I  was  made  an  inArument  in 
his  hand  of  bringing  a  few  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  We 
met  almoft  every  evening  in  my  cabin  to  read,  fing,  and  pray  with 
each  other  ;  and  we  often  felt  the  divine  power  and  prefence  in 
thofe  blefled  means.  On  Tuefday  evenings  we  met  in  clafs,  and 
found  the  promife  of  our  Lord  fulfilled,  *•  Where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of 
them."    We  never  parted  without  a  blefling. 

We  met  with  but  little  perfecution  ;  fometimes  indeed  we  were 
threatened  or  derided,  but  thefe  things  did  not  fliake  our  confix 
^dence.  God  was  on  our  fide,  and  all  men  are  in  his  hand  ;  glory 
be  to  his  Name  for  ever. 

How  wonderful  are  the  ways  of  Providence  td  the  children  of 
men  !  Some  things  that  happen  to  us  in  life  which  we  think  will 
prove  our  ruin,  otten  turn  out  in  the  end  to  be  for  our  real  good. 
This  was  exemplified  in  one  of  my  nautical  friends.  He  had  been 
jnailer  of  a  merchant-fhip.  When  in  that  fituation,  he  had  ait 
otfer  of  being  made  matter  of  another  fliip  with  an  incrcafe  of 
wages.  But  as  an  honeft  man  he  refufed  the  offer,  until  he  firft 
acquainted  his  owners  with  it.  He  accordingly  went  to  one  of 
them,  and  acquainted  him  with  the  circumflances,  intimating  at 
the  fame  time,  that  if  they  would  raife  his  wages  he  would  hot 
quit  their  fervice.  The  owner  told  him  to  come  again  in  the  after- 
noon, and  he  fliould  receive  an  anfwer.  As  foon  as  the  mafter 
was  gone,  the  owner  difcharged  him  from  their  fervice,  and  then 
fent  to  the  officer  of  a  prefs-gang,  requefting  him  to  prefs  the 
maRer  immediately.  The  officer  did  fo,  not  even  fuffering  hiiA 
to  get  his  cloaths,  but  hurried  him  dire£Uy  on  board  of  a  tender^ 
and  from  thence  to  the  ftiij)  to  which  I  belonged.  When  we  heard 
how  he  had  been  ufed,  we  pitied  him,  and  our  captain  promifed 
to  make  him  an  officer  the  nrft  opportunity.  Here  he  began  to 
come  to  himfelf :  dfunkennefs  had  been  his  befetting  fin  ;  but  all 
fupplies  were  now  cut  off",  as  he  had  neither  money  nor  ci^edit. 
Hearing  of  our  meeting  together  for  prayer  and  religious  convet- 
iation.  ne  often  came  and  fat  down  on  the  outfide  of  my  cabin, 
and  liffened  to  the  difcourfe.  At  length  he  intimated  a  defire  to 
meet  with  us,  which  was  readily  granted.  After  acquainting  him 
with  the  nature  and  defign  of  our  meeting,  I  fpoke  clofely  to  him 
'about  his  foul.  One  night  the  Lord  was  with  us  in  a  remarkable 
jnahner.'  While  I  wasipeaking  of  faith  in  Chrift,  th«  Lord  fpoite 
peace  to  his  fouil,  and  he  began  to  praife  a  pardoning  God;   He*the^ 
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l^nyed  for  the  owner  who  had  xaufed  him  to  be  pi^flejj  and  all 
that  bad  any  hand  in  that  affair*  The  captain  of  our  (hip  om 
day  fent  for  bTm  and  made  him  patron  of  the  long-boat.  He  then 
told  our  captain  what  the  Lord  had  dohe  for  his  foul,  and  that  be 
hoped  to  praife  him' for  ever,  that  he  had  been  preffed  ;  for  other* 
wife  (faid  he)  I  Oiould  never  have  known  God.  When  oil 
board  of  the  long-boat^  he  read  to  the  men  and  pray&d  witk 
them. 

We  tontinued  to  go  on  in  the  good  way  until  the  fhip  was  pai4 
ioff,  and  then  we  were  feparated.  I  hope  to  jneet  them  in  the  ge- 
neral aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born  in  heaven.  But  before 
that  period  I  had  begun  to  preach  ;  previous  to  which  my  mind 
was  much  exercifed.  1  wanted  advice,  but  was  gfraid  to  fpeak  to 
any'perfon  on  the  fubjeft,  knowing  my  own  inability  for  fo  great 
a  work.  After  being  much  exercifed  for  more  than  three  months^ 
I  fct  a  day  apart  for  failing  and  prayer,  and  earneftly  befoughl  ibt 
Lord  to  direfl:  me. 

1  then  confulted  with  the  Afliftant  Preacher,  Mr.  Lawrence 
Kane,  who  advifed  me  to  preach  when  an  opportunity  offered,  1 
did  fo,  and  my  own  foul  was  blefled  ;  and  not  with  (landing  I  was 
greatly  templed,  yet  the  Lord  fiipported  me,  and  gave  me  to  fee 
feme  fruit  of  my  labour.  I  continued  to  preach  and  exhort  a  little 
now  and  ihen,  until  the  year  1792,  when  a  preacher  being  wanted 
in  Biddeford  circuity  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  William  Horner,  I 
Went  to  it.  We  took  in  part  of  Cornwall,  Devon 81  ire,  Oorfet« 
ftire,  and  Somerfetfliire.  Mr.  Theophilus  Lelfey  was  theaffiftant. 
He  bore  with  me,  and  encouraged  me  in  the  work  of  the  Lord« 
We  met  with  fome  perfecution  at  Biddeford  and  at  Ilfracombe. 
At  the  latter  place  the  mob  pulled  mb  down  while  I  was  preach*^ 
ing,  and  hurried  me  from  one  place  to  another,  until  ten  o'clock 
at  night.  Then  they  drove  me  out  of  town  with  ,fiicks,  ftones,  ot 
Whatever  came  to  band.  In  all  this  the  Lord  was  with  me,  at»l 
my  mind  was  compofed  and  ferene* 

At  the  London  Conference  in  179^,  I  was  appointed  with  Mr. 
Charles  Bland,  and  Mr.  John  Fofter  for  Taunton  Circuit.  There 
I  experienced  a  deeper  work  of  the  grace  of  God,  than  I  had 
known  before :  Glory  be  to  his  Name,  who  worketh  in  us  to  will 
and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleafure :  My  foul  was  often  refreftied 
by  the  converfation  of  the  pious  perfons  I  met  with.  I  was  brought 
to  the  gates  of  death,  yet  it  was  good  for  me.  I  (hall  never  forget 
the  care  and  tendernefs  I  met  with  from  our  friends  at  Taunton^ 
during  my  affli£lion«  We  were  likewife  bleffed  in  our  labours^- 
feveral  new  places  were  taken  into  the  circuit,  and  focieties 
formed  in  them.     At  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  a  good  increafe. 

An  awful  affdir  happened  while  I  was  here.  In  Bridgewater, 
part  of  the  Shroplhire  Militia  lay.  One  evening,  as  three  or  four 
of  the  men  wer^  walking  together^  they  began  a  converfation 

about 
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^bout  the  Riot  at  Birfpingfaaiif.  (wh^a  Dr.  PFt«|lley'»  heuFe  wi^ 
burnt  down,  &c,)  One  of  (hem  ^ffirmed  fth^$  \i^  wa^  t^eFf.  4ii4 
faw  the  fir{^  figne  thrown  by  the  rioters.  His  €<»nrddc4  414  not 
believe  hlfPt  ?4nd  one  of  th^iq  fj|i4,  •*!  know  you  was  nqt  thf  rc."^ 
BitU  the  other  ftill  perGded  in  his  apTertian,  ^4dam9dJkim/iif 
that  it  was  true.  At  lafi  he  called  on  God  to  ^  blqjl  his  Hmh*  if 
1/  ufas  no$  true;^'  at  th^  fime  time  clajppin^  bU  hand^  ofi  bU 
thighs.  God  took  him  at  his  word,  and  immediately  deprived 
bim  of  the  ufe  of  his  limbs  !  }lt  fell  iqvfu  upoq  the  fppt,  and 
then  faid  to  hts  companions,  ^'  /  was  telHng  lies"  Various  meai»$ 
wgrc  ufcd  to  reftore  him  to  the  ufe  of  h|s  limbs,  but  all  in  vain, 
xTaw  bin)  ^  few  days  ^fter,  ^  jniferable  objeft  iqdeefU  O  tha* 
this  may  be  a  warning  to  all  t'i^rs  aqd  Sv^earers ! 

At  the  Leeds  Conferenee  in  179^3,  I  vras  appointed  for  Pen- 
xaiKe  CirGuif,  with  Meffrs.  John  Smith,  Jpbn  Denton,  Janaet 
Jay,  and  Tbopi^s  Yaten^  Wbea  we  c§r?)f  f ntp  the  circuit,  th^re 
were  fome  things  likely  to  give  us  pain,  but  the  JLord  was  with  u«« 
We  were  united  together  and  loyed  ^s  brethjrpn,  'XhR  MetbodfUs 
bere  are,  ip  general,  a  livjcly  and  afieflLopate  people.  I. often  fei| 
my  foul  refrettied  among  tb$m»  in  fiartipuUr  with  the  foci^ty  a/k 
St.  Ives. 

^  .  The  IQes  of  Stilly  9re  cen^efled  with  Penzance  circuit :  bm» 
#f  the  inhabitants  arc  tho  poorjeft  people  J  ever  fe^y;  noibavliig 
fitker  fuj^cienl  food  or  clotbes-;  and  tWir  faabiutio»4  aie  yerjr 
wretched  ;  b»t  what  i$  worfe  tba9  all,  409  mjioy  of  them  a^e  witt^ 
piH  God.  When  i  hw  their  fituatioii  I  wroti;  t^  ^  henev.oIenl 
friend,  Mr.  W^  C«—  of  P-r-r-,  informing  bim  of  their  poverty.. 
yie  Cent  9^^  word  how  i;o  aiQ;^  Some  of  taeir  h^/U  I  got  covered 
with  ftrawr  and  procured  a  lilltle  food  and  a  (ew  icVathes  for  clliers* 
7his  waiS  not  the  fixft  Cruia  of  Mr.  C^^^s  benevoknce  to  tl^9fi» 
f^of  peoplp.  bf r.  Jay  far  outdid  nm  is  this  Uefled  work  of  leed^ 
img  tl)«  hu^Qgfy,  Md  dki^iog  the  oaJced.  May  the  operciful  God 
leward  thofe  who  enabled  us  to  ifk  k.  We  ia^ve  a  lively  faeiet^r 
in  St.  M<^y's  IJQbe.     M?ny  of  them  are  truly  acquainied  with 

At  tbe  Briftol  Con&rence,  17^4,  I  was  appointed  for  Brecon 
ftr^uiu  Mr.  Jofcph  Kytt  W4S  my  fejlow-laibourer.  The  many 
^liragreeafate  account;!  which  I  had  beard  of  Wales,  made  noe  very 
ielu3a»t  io  go  into  it.  This  circuit  was  diiTecent  frgp.  v>y  I  had 
yet  traveUjcd  in  ;  ^r  the  congregations  were  fmall,  and  but  few 
perfoBS  in  the  iocietles :  and  even  tbe&  ^eregteacly  deficient  wt 
jiisfejipliBe.  Howev^ec  we  determined  to  eft^ifii  ordisr  anaong 
them,  itpotwithl^anding  wie  met  with  fomeoppofition ;  but  the  Locd 
blieSed  ivur  eixdeavoMFs. 

In  the  month  of  Septeinber  I  went  Jto  Mertfayr  Tydvil  in  GIa« 
norglboftiire,  a  plaice  tha^  had  beea  tried  for  foioe  years  but  t^ 
Jtttie  purpofet     When  I  came  ia  ^a^t  of  iu  my  nund  waa>dcawa 
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wi  In  prayer  for  the  people,  and  I  had  hope  that  the  Lord  j^yould 
blefs  iiiy  poor  cndcavolirs.  In  the  evening  1  preached  at  Pcny* 
darah  Irod-wdrks  to  a  ferious  congregation.  The  next  time  I 
preached  in  the  Baptift  Chapel  in  the  town.  The  third  time  I 
went,  I  was  feized  with  a  quinfey,  fo  thert  I  was  not  able  to  fpeak* 
1  returned  next  day  to  Brecon,  where  I  doniinucd  very  ill  for  a 
fon^ight.  My  Brecon  friends,  at  firft,  did  not  expeft  me  ever  to 
recover.  The  family  with  whom  I  boarded,  did  every  thing  ia 
their  pdwer  to  procure  me  relief.  Mr.  Powel  the  furgeon,  with* 
eat  fee  or  reward,  diligently  auended  me,  and  the  Lord  bleued  hi* 
endeavours,  and  reflored  me  again  to  health.  The  Lord  reward 
him  and  them  at  the  rcfurreftion  of  the  juft.  At  Merthyr  Tyd». 
vil  we  procured  a  place  to  preach  in,  and  formed  a  fociety  ;  and  at 
the  end  of  the  year  we  had  fome  little  increafe. 

At  the  Manchefter  Gonfererice  1795*  I  waa  received  into  full 
cdnne6lidn.  It  was  a  blefled  feafon  to  me  ;  I  never  felt  more  of 
the  divihe  jprefente  than  I  did  at  that  time  :  I  could  fay  (and  I  be* 
lieve  every  preacher  likeWife  who  wis  there,)  "  Better  than  my 
boding'Cears,  to  me  thou  oft  hafl  prov'd."  1  was  again  appointed 
for  Brecon.  When  I  came  .back  into  the  circuit,  I  met  with  fuch 
treatnrent  ais  I  did  not  expe& :  I  hope  God  will  forgive  them»  for 
Ifreelyjio. 

Hjfts  yeafr  thfe  IMA  revived  his  work,  and  many  wererdnvince^ 
dnd  fotoe  converted.  Thfe  greateft  revival  was  in  Montgomery* 
hirt;  bWiahd  young  vJ'eVe  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  not*. 
Viriihftinding  tliere  wei*  many  adverfaries. 

At  Ktetthyr  iTydvil  we  have  a  ft^ady  foclelty  ;  the  work  is  deep 
an^  gradual.  We  inet  with  fome  op]^ofitit)n  from  a  quarter  we 
did  not  expeS,  however  it  did  but  little  narm,  and  in  the  end  was 
pro3uftive  of  good.  We  are  now  going  on  well  in  this  circuit, 
(t  few  places  excepted)  anti  'th6  people  iYi  general  fincere  and  af»-. 
fcaipnate.    O  may  i  meet  Vhem  all  at  the  right  hand  of  God ! 

I  flmll  now  dofe  my  NaYrative  with  a  few  refIe£lions.  I  am 
fuHy  peirfuadcd,  that  there  is  no  place,  flation,  or  company,  to 
y/hkh  Providence  caUs  ub,  but  we  may  ferve  Ood,  if  we  fincerely 
fcek  hiaifc  It  is  a  popr  excufe  which  many  make,  That  they  can- 
not devote  therafelves  to  the  Lord,  becaufe  they  have  fo  much  to 
do.  God  is  not  a  hard  Maftir ;  bteffed  be  his  Name,  I  ferved 
fcim  fix  years  on  board  of  a  man  of  war  ;  1  atn  now  ferving  him  ; 
and  I  hope  to  praife  him  in  a  better  world.  He  has  been  with  me 
in  the  ftorm  and  in  the  tempeft,  in  the  battle,  and  in  prifon.  He 
has  favgd  me  frohi  the  fwift-winged  cannon  ball,  from  the  deftroy* 
iug  fword,  and  from  the  hands  of  my  enemies ;  to  all  which  I 
have  been  expofed.  My  life  is  in  his  hands,  and  it  Ihall  be  de** 
voted  to  his  Terv'ice.  I  know  his  pardoning  mc:Vcy,  his  Spirit  is 
wit'lx  me,  and  Iljelieve  he  will  purity  my  heaft  and  make -me  clean. 

Brecon,  June  1796.  C.  Kirkpatrick. 
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The  CharacTEK  and  Office  of  the  Minlfters  qf  the  Oosttu 
J^aitd  and  eojipkincd^  in  a  Sermoa  preached  at  ihc  Conference 
held  in  London,  July  $5,  1736. 

By  JOSEPH  BENSON. 

\  CqK«  XV.  t-^6.  Let  a  f$an  fo  account  of  us,  as  of  the  Mi" 
nifiers  qj  Chri/i,  and  Stewards  of  the  myfttries  of  God,  Moreover^ 
it  is  required  in  Stetoards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful.  But 
mth  me  it  is  a  very  f mall  thing  that  I  fhould  be  judged  of  you^  or 
of  Man's  judgment :  yea^  I  judge  not  mine  own  f elf  For  I  knofw 
nothing  by  myfelf\  yet  1  am  not  hereby  juflifed :  but  he  that  judg^ 
^k  me  is  the  Lord^ 

.1,  'TPO  what  wide  extremes  have  'mankind  run,-  at  different 
JL  times,  in  the  ideas  they  have  entertained  of,  and  the  ap- 
pellations they  have  given  to  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel.  One 
Vfhile  they  hav6  held  them  in  the  greateft  veneration,  and  fpoken 
of  ihejm  in  the  moft  magnificent  language  which ^  fancy  could  in- 
vent, exalting  them  in  dignity  of  office,  not  only  above  their  feU 
hxo^rnortals^  but  even  above  Angels^  arid  attributing  to  them  narnes^ 
powers,  and  privileges^  hardly  proper  to  be  afcribed  to  any  crea- 
ture. Not  contented  with  terming  them  Reverend  ^t^A,  Right  Rever-» 
end,  Bifhop  and  Archbifhop,  Priejl^  Prelate^  and  Cardinal^  Me- 
itopditan  and  Patriarchy  My  Lord^  His  Grace,  and  His  Holinefi  ; 
they  have  proceeded  to  far  as  to  entitle  fome  of  them  Vicars  of 
Christ,  and  Gods  u?on  earth.  And  attributing  to  them 
the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  a  fenfe  never  meant  by  the 
Lard  Jefts,  they  have  reprefented  them  as  pofleffed  of  a  plenary 
TOwer  to  ^272^  or  loofe^  condemn  or  acquit^  infllfl  punifhments,  or 
^ifpenfe  pardons,  whenfoever,  to  whomfoever,  and  howfoever  they 
flight  choofe.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  views  and  language 
of  others,  and  according  to  the  ufuage  of  fome  churches^  they 
have  been  degraded,  I  will  not  fay  into  the  mere  fervants,  but 
into  the  hirelings  of  the  people,  under  their  direSlion  and  confrot, 
and  at  their  di/pofal,  accepted  or  rejeftcd,  taken  into  their  fervicc 
or  difmifled  from  it  at  pleafure,  and  while  retained,  made  to  fpeak 
the  language,  and  accommodate  both  their  doQrine  and  demeanour 
to  the  tafie  and  fancy  of  their  employers. 

2.  Now  amidft  this  amazing  diverfity  of  fentimenl  and  expref- 
fion,  bow  is  the  fincere  and  humble  difciple  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
who  wifhes  to  give  honour  where  honour  is  due,  and  as  far  as  is 
due,  to  conduft  hjmfelf  ?  In  what  light  is*  he  to  view  ihc  feet  of 
them  that  bring  him  good  tidings,  that  fublifh  peace,  that  bring 
him  good  tidings  of  good,  and  publifh  Jalvation?  In  what  Ian- 
jguage  is  he  to  Ipeak  of,  and  wbs^  relpea  is  he  to  pay  to  the  mi- 
ni ft  ers  of  the  word,  which  to  him  has  been  quick  and  poroerful^ 
and  fharper  than  any  tWQ-edged  fword^  piercing  tg  the  dividing 
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^^nJirof/hul  dndjpifit^  joints  and  marrow^  andh^s  been  a  dif^ 
eemer^ikeikougkts.and  intents  of  his  heart?  And  how  is  he 
to  behivc  to  the  melTetigers  of  that  mercy^  and  the  inAruments  of 
tUt^c^,  wbichi  dcfcendingon  downy  wings,  has  brought  peace 
and  reconciliation  to  bis  wounded  and  difconfolate  foul?  Is  he  to 
pn^ate  himfelf  before  them  as  Cornelius  did  before  Peter,  and 
look  up  to  them,  with  veneration  and  gratitude,  as  the  authors  of 
his  falvation,'  being  ready,  were  it  lawful,  to  offer  facrlfice  to 
them,  as  the  men  of  Ly&ra  attempted  to  do  to  Paul  and  Barnabas!^ 
Or  is  he  to  hoi  down  upon  them  with  contempt,  as  his  dependent 
vailals,  and  retain  them  in,  or  difmifs  them  from  his  {ervice,  when 
iie  pleafeSj  as  his  day-labourers  ? 

3.  The  Apoftle  fhall  ailfwer  thefe  queftions,  and  that  in  a  clear ^ 
full,  dXi&fatisfa3ory  manner.  And  while  be  gives  us  d^juji  and  prq* 
per  idea  of  the  Mintfters  of  the  Gofpel,  he  fiiail  (hew  us  and  tbem» 
ilv?ir  fall  and  certain  duty,  and  point  us  to  the  perfon,  by  whofe 
udgment  they  muft  finally  fiand  or  fa:II^  in  the  due  difcharge  oc 
iinful  negtefi;  of  it. 

Let  a  man  jf  aacourU  of  us  as  Minijlers  ofChriJi^  and  Stewards 
of  the  myfienes  of  God^  &c.     Here  we  have, 

I.  The  proper  CkaraSer  and  Office  of  the  Preachers  of  the  Get 
pel.  They  are  Mirdfitrs  ofChnjiand  Stewards  of  the  myjleries  of 
God. 

II.  What  is  required  of  them  in  this  charafler  and  office*  //  m 
required  in  Stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faithfuL 

III.  To  whom  they  ought  chiefly  to  look  as  the  judge  of  this 
tbeir  faithfulnefi,  and  to  whom  they  ought  principally  to  endea- 


pjifiedt  out} he  thatjudgeth  me  is  the  Lord. 

IV*  What  we  may  infer  from  the  ^hoXc-^Therefore  judge  no^ 
thivg  before  the  timo,  tillhtjhall  come  whojhall  both  bring  to  light 
the  hidden  things  of  darhntfs^  and  Jhall  make  manijefl  the  counfels 
of  the  heart^-^Conbd^r  we    . 

I.  The  propel  tharafftr  and  qffice  of  the  Preachers  of  the  GoC 
pel.  They  are  Mimfierso/  Chrtjt,  and  Stewards  of  the  myfieries 
of  God.  -^  JJ 

1.  Siindry '  are  the  appellations  given  to  the  Miniflers  oF  the 
Gofpel  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  various  are  ihe  views  there  af- 
forded us  of  their  charafler  and  office.  Not  to  mention  the  Ap6f 
tlfs,  who  were  fent  immediately  by  ehrifl,  and  invefled  wiih  aa 
extraordinaty  commifTion  ;  they  are  named  Evangelijis,  as  being 
fnachers  of  the  Gofpel  and  publifhers  of  glad  tidings.  They  aie^. 
called  Teachers,  becaufe  it  is  their  office  to  inHrua  mankind  in 
toatters  of  everlafling  moment ;  and  Payors  or  Shepherds,  being 

Vol.  XX..  April,  1797.  appointed 

Z         ^  -^  ■  •.. 


i66  SERMON  on  t  Co.*.  iv.  t— 4. 

appQinied  to  feed  anri  watch  over  the 'flock  of  Cbrift.  .».T|lcjr  afe 
fliled  Pre/by ters  or  Elders^  to  fignif)^  ibfe  ^kfeftence^  mfdm,  4^0" 
vity,  din(\Jerioufmfs  cflential  to  their  charafter  ;  and  Bifiufs ^tlAt 
U,  Infpeaors,  or  OveffeefS^  bccaufe  they  have  the  otMYpgkt  toi 
fupenntendency  of  the  people  of  God.  The  ninic  of  WattMkUn^ 
is  given  t9  them  on  account  of  their  being'  placied  in  a  high  Wnd 
eminent  ftation,  and  appointed  \o  fcrejct  sini'  gi\f eH0tice  of  the 
approach  of  danger  or  deliverance,,  and  to  exhort  to  cAution  6r 
^\7^  accordingly.  Thefe  and  other  titles,  equally  defcriptive  bC 
their  ck^araBer  and  office^  arc  frequehtly  given  them  in  the  facred 
Scriptures.  But  the  moll  general^ ^nd  froper  light,  perhaps^  \A 
which  they  c^n  be  viewed,  and  that  beft.  luited  to  them  al},,at  leaft 
all  that  aie  truly  called  to  the  work,  i»  that  in  which  they  are  .fet 
in  my  text. .  They  ^xt  Minijhrs  cf  Chrifl^and  Stewards  ^  the 
myfltries  ofiCod. 

2.  The  word  3fz»//?^r,  you  know,  means  Hervant*    Thcv  are, 
therefore,  firtt  to  be  confidered  as  tht  ftrvants  ofCkfifi.,    Now  as 
no  wan  can  ferve  tmo  mafiers^  virh^k  intmflSf.  defignSt  pur^its^ 
and  commands^  ftand  dire£liy  oppofed  lo^^acb  oiher«  they  ^Ke  nq\ 
iht  Jervants  of  Satan^  and  tbereforie  we  not.  upder.lhc  gwfi  or 
\fower  oi  fin^    For  kc  that  cammU€th  fin.ufif'tluJicsfiL    Tiiey 
are  of  their  Father  the  Devils  who  do  his  works.      Know  ye  not ^ 
,  that  to  whom  ye  yield  yotir/iives  jcrimn^ts  U) .  pb^^  his  Jtrvants  ye 
are  whom  ye  obey  ?    The  fervants  cjf  Chrift  are  the  lervahts  of 
God;  and  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  when  znHhow  we  bccoiijp  ibe  Vir- 
vants  oj  God.     When  ye  were  the  Jervants  (ffin^  ye  were  free  from 
,  righteoufnefs  : — but  noto  bein^  made  free  Jriim  Jtn^  that  ij^'Ffonl 
.  Its  guilt  and  power  ^  ye  are  become  jervants  of  Godi'  VThtn  V9t^ 
are  made  free  from  the  fervice  of  fin,  then^wc  £ieeometbe  fcrvaiits 
of  God,     It  follows,  th^t  they  who  are  urfder  jthe  gtdlt  ahd  power 
of  fin,  neither  pardoned  nor  renewed,  are  not  the  SerVahtR  of 
Ghrift,  nor  Minifters  of  his  Gofpef.     Unto,  ike  wicked  God' faiths 
What  hafi  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutesy  or  that  thoufkoiM/i 
take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ^    oeeing  ikoU  hateAinflruSion^  •  tend 
caftejl  my  words  behind  thee?    If  any  mdn  htttanuiefs^  fay* 'the 
.  AfoA\e, 'vigil&ntifobert  of  good  behaviour i\}et  him  \^  ^hoUfiiBb^ 
the  office  of  a-Preibyter  or  Overfecr  o£  Chrift*s  flocfc*  '  Myibrel 
thren,  let  us  fee  to  it  that  we  are  the  Jervants^  not  of  Satan^  but 
oi  Chri/l,  otherwifQ  we  a r (B  z«/r»flVrj,i.ntO' tl^^Q.  facred  office  of 
preaching  the  Gofpel.    fVe  have  not  entered  by,  the  door  into  the 
Jheepfoldy  but  Jiave  climbed  up  another  way.    'We  liave  entered 
nptwuhftanding  C\ixiiY%  pfohiUtion^  and.thc^reby  manifeft  that  we 
ftek  our  owjt  intereft,  and  not  his^  and  intend  rather  i^  feci  our-' 
.  felves  than  the  Jheep^  even  to  eat  the  fat^  and  clothe  us  wiik  the 
^  wool. 

3.  And  asjthe  ferv^ms.of  Cbrift  are  not  the  Servants  of  ihje,i>?- 
w7.  fo  neither  are  they  the  fervants  of  tbe.a^^r/</,.  whethff  \fy  th^ 
CKpreflion,  we  mean  the  ptrjkns  or  the  things  of  the  world,     F#r 
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In  Ais  fcnfc  alfti,  and  efpccially,  w€  cannot  ftrvc  iivo  majters,  can* 
mM  firvt  God  and  MamTnon,  A  fervant  obeys,  and  encfeavours  to 
piea/iYus  matter,  but  if  we  plca/c  men,  efpccially  the  men  of  the 
toorid,  we  caanot  be  the  Jirvanis  of  Ckri/i,  IT  we  walk  in  iheif 
corrupt  ways,  obferve  their  finful  cuQoms,  imitate  their  evil  ex. 
ample,  or  breathe  their  carnal  fpirji,  we  cannot  even  belong  to  ihe 
Lord  Jcftts*  Nay,  if  we  be  only  in  friendjliip  with  the  world,  it 
we  do  not  come  ^ut  from  among  them,  and  become  fcparaie^  thi- 
Lord  docs  not  receive,  nor  is  reconciled  to  us.  For  the  ftirndfliip 
of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God,  and  if  any  man  be  a  friend  of  th^ 
&^d^  he  is^n  enemy  to  God.  And  fiirely  Chrift  will  not  emplo]^ 
his  ememies  as  bis  fervants. — As  to  the  things  of  the  world',  the 
matter  is  equally  clear.  The  /ervants  or  lovers  oi  thefe,  cann'ol 
be  the,  fervants  of  Chrift.  Y^n  if  any'  man  love  the  world,  the 
love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.  They,  therefore,  ♦that  are  en. 
gagea  in  the  purfuit  of  wealthy  or  preferment,  xfc  p^eafure,  or  a 
life  of  eafe,  ox  felf -indulgence,  are  not  miniflers  of  Chrift,  nor 
even  bis  difcjjpfes;  For,  fays  he.  If  anv  man  come  after  me,  Ut 
Urn  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  daily,  and  follow  me,  '  '  \ 

Now  if  the  Minifters  of  Chrift  are  not  the  fervants  of.  the  devil 

nor  of  ilne  fi)orldt  neither  are  they  the  fervants  of  the  Flejh.  ^   For 

it  is  by  a^f^flefk,  t|iat  is,  by  our  animal  nature,  with  its  jtnfes,  ap- 

petites^  aii4  p^iffi^ns^  anci  by  that  principle  of  corruption  entailed 

upon  us  fr<>tn  our  firft  Barents,  that  the  Devil  and  the  world  pre- 

Vttl  agsiniji  us,  and  they,  will  prevail  aigafnfl  us  as  long  as  wefulj^ 

the  l^  ^fih€  flffk^  or. indulge  and  gratify  the  corrupt  motions  arid 

defiresol  it.  T^is  the  Servants  of  Chrift  will  not  do.  For  they  th^t 

are  ki$  h4ve crucified  the flefh  with  its  aff^Bions  andtujls,  or  with  its 

pafliofliS  and  defires.  As  ceruinly  as  ihey  are  in  Chrift,  nexv  creatures^ 

and4)^re.  is  no  C0n4fmnation  to  them,  fo  certainly  do  they  walk,  not 

ajuf  theflefh  but  after  the  Spirit :  for  they  keep  under  their  body,  and 

\bringii  into  fubjedion,  left,  by  any  means,  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that 

.after  "they  have  preached  to  others^  they,  themfelves  fhould  be  caft* 

.apays.  '  •         - 

5.  3nt  I  mufl  not  content  myfelf  with  giving  you  their  cha- 
ratter  negatively^   .They  not  only  are   not  the*  Servants  of   the 
Devil,  the  zoorld,  or  the  feffit  of  fin  or  death  ;  but  they  are  the        , 
Servants  of  Chri^.     They  have  yielded  thf  mfelves  to  him,  in  true 
repentance  Sini  faith,  to  be  his  Servants,  and  h^ve  been  accepted 
by  bim.     Know  ye    not   that    to    whom  ye  yield  yourjelves  fer^      i\ 
vants    to    obey,    his   Servants   ye  qre  whom, ye  obey,  whether  of      i 
fin  unta  death  or  of  obedience  unto  righteoufnefs.    They  hiVe  entei-       .1 
ed  into  an  engagement  or  covenant  with  him  to  ferve  him,  and  that 
not  for  a  time,  l>ut  as  iong  as  they  live,  yea  and  .for  ever  and  ev^r. 
They  have  come,  (&all  1  fay  ?}  to  the  Polls  of  his  doors,  and  he, 
as  it  were,  has  ^or'ed  their  ear  thro*  with  ari  awl  that  they  may 
be  his  ^Servants  for  ever.     Therefore  they  ar/e  fubje£l  to  his  a«tho. 
riiy  and  obedient  to  his  will  in  all  things,  and  iire  employed  aW 
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cording  to  their  feveral  capaciiies  and  gift^,  in  doing  his  work^  and 
promoting  his  glory  and  the  interefl  of  his  kingdom.  None  of 
them  liveth  to  kimfclL  and  none  of  them  Jieih  to  himfelf^  but 
u  helhtr  they  live^  they  live  unto  the  Lord,  or  whether  tkiy  tlie^ 
they  die  unto  the  Lord^  whether  they  live,  therefon,  or  die,  they 
fire  the  Lord's.  For  to  this  end  Chrifi  both  died  and  rqfe  and 
liveth,  that  he  might  be  the  Lord  of  the  dead  and  oj  the  living.  Tie 
loie  of  Chnjl,  therefore,  conftraineth  them  to  live  to  him  thcU 
ditdjor  them,  to  make  his  will  the  rule  of  their  condu£l  and  his 
glory  the  end  ©f  their  aflions,  fo  that  whatever  they  do  in  word 
or  deed,  it  is  at  lead  their  dcfirc  and  endeavour  to  do  all  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jeju$* 

6.  It  is  eafy  to  obfcrvc  what  I  have  hitherto  fiiid  is  no  way  pe- 
culiar to  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel.  but  ecjually  belongs  to  aH 
real  Chriflians.  All  ihefcare  the  Servants  of  Chrift  in  the  fenfc 
that  has  been  explainee).  But  thofc;  that  he  has  peculiarly  called 
to  preach  his  Gofpel  and  minifter  in  holy  things,  are  his' Servants 
in  a  peculiar  fenie.  They  arc  freed,  in  a  great  mcafure  from/fe* 
cular  concerns,  and  are  wholly  devoted  to  and  employed  in 
his  work,  the  facred  work  of  laving  fouls,  of  calling  finners  to 
repentance  and  of  feeding  and  overfeeing  his  flock.  And  in  this 
woik,  obferve,  they  are  property  his  fervants  and  hit  only,  in 
fubjedion  only  to  him,  under  his  dire&ion  and  at  his  difpofal. 
.  .They  are  not  to  leave  his  will  when  they  know  it,  that  they  may 
'Jo  their  own,  or  the  will  of  any  man  upon  earth,  nor  arc  they  to 
be  difpofed  of,  as  they  themfelves  01  as  others  pleq/e.  But  every 
thing  refpe£iing  the  place  where,  the  time  when,  and  the  manner 
how  they  are  to  execute  their  office  is  to  be  left  to  him,  and  th^ 
muft  uie  every  proper  and  piudent  mean  to Jearn  his  will  as  to 
tbefe  particulars* 

7.  But  it  will  be  afked,  are  they  not  the  fervants  of  the  people? 
Does  not  St.  Paul  fay,    2  Cor.  iv.  g.    We  are  your  fervants  for 
Jefus*s  Jake**    I  anfwer,  irrf  a  fenfe  they  aie.    They  Jerve,  and 
are  employed  daily  in  fervingihe  people's  befi  even  iheir  immortal 
interefts.     This   is    the   end,   the  fole   end  and  reafon  of  th^ir 
calling;  and  to'  this  they  dedicate  their   time  and  talents,  their 
.  health  and  ftrength,  all  they  have  and  all  they  are.     For  this  they 
*  give  up  all   worldly  profpeSs,  their  eafe,   their  honour,    and  if 
called  to  it,  their  liberty,  nay  and  their  lives.     But  they  are  not 
the  fervants  of  the  people  in  the  fenfe  in   which  ihey  are  the  feir. 
vants  of  Chrin,  they  are  not  in  a  Hate  of  Juhjedion  to  the  people, 
as  they  are  to  Chrift,  nor  indeed  is  any  man  in  matters  of  religion, 
for  we  are  to  call  no  man  mafler  on  earth.      Much  lefs  are  they 
under  the  people's  diteSion  or  at  the  people's  difpo/al.    AUho' 
the  advice  of  the  people  may  fiequently  be  ufeful  to  them,  yet 
^  the  people  arc  not  to  direft  them  what  dodtinc  they  arc  to  prejtch, 
or  what  difciptine  ihey  are  to  enforce,  nor  to  fignify   where  or 
when  or  how  they  arc  to  cxcrcife  ibcir  pificc.     In  9!!  ifacfe  things, 
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One  is  their  Mafler,  even  Chrift.'  And  his  dircftlon,  «s  far  m 
they  can  karn  ir,  thejr  mud  follow,  and  his  will  they  muft  do.  He 
has  intmSed  the  ihip  of  bis  Church,  properly  fpeaking,  not  to 
Hsit  feople^  who  are  but  as  ii  were»  paffengers  in  it;  but  to  the 
Mifliflers  of  bis  Gofpel,  to  be  conduced  over  the  tempelhious 
Ocean  of  this  world  to  the  Port  of  eternal  blifs.  And  they  are 
not  at  liberty  to  give  up  the  fleering  or  government  of  it  into 
other  and  lefs  ikilFul  hands,  as  they  would  not  fee  it  ran  a  groond 
upon  the  fandy-banks  of  this  world,  daihed  upon  fome  rock  of 
pride,  or  torn  in  pieces  by  the  contrary  winds,  or  feas  of  men's 
oppoJing  paflions.  It  is  true,  the  whole  or  a  part  of  thefe  pafi*en« 
gers  may  rife  again  ft  them  and  wrefl:  the  management  of  the  fpiri- 
ttial  veUel  out  of  their  hands,  and  in  that  cafe  they  will  be  com* 
pelled  to  yield,  and  will  think  themfelves  happy  in  being  at  liberty 
to  put  off  as  it  were  in  a  fmall  boat,  acrofs  the  fiormy  ocean  to* 
wards  the  land  of  life.  While  in  the  mean  time  their  refradbry 
companions  who  have  aflumed  an  office  to  which  they  are  not  ade- 
quate, are  feen  to  fleer  a  dangerous  courfe,  amidft  rocks  and  quick« 
fands  only,  intent  on  arriving  at  fome  favourite  end,  it  may  be  the 
country  of  worldly  gain  and  liberty  to  iin  without  concroul,  or  the 
fafcinating  Ifland  of  carnal  pleafure. 

8.  This  comparifon^is  not  improper  upon  this  fubiefl.    The 
word  rendered  Minifters  in  my  text,  which  is  not   SioMmi  but 
ifln^W,  fuggefts  it.    It  originally  fignifies   under^rotoers.    Such 
are  the  Minifiers  of  the  Gofpel.    They  are  under-rowets  in  that 
veflel  of  which  Chrift  is  the  Pilot,  or  rather  the  Captain.    For 
the  Church  of  Chrift,  like  the  Oiips  of  the  ancients,  is  not  only 
fupplied  with  iht  fails  of  offeQions^.to  catch  the  favourable  gaiei 
of  grace,  and  the  Anchor  oi  hope  which  they  muft  caft  within  thte 
vail,  when  wind  and  tide  are  adverfe,  but  to  prevent  her  being 
becalmed,  and  as"  it  were  ftagnated  in  luiewarmne/s  waAJlothy  is 
furniflied  alfo  with  the  Oars  of  prayer  and  preaching:  and  the 
Mini&ers  of  the  Gol^el,  are  the  rowers   who  when  the  fea  is 
rou^h  and  the  wind  contrary,  are  obliged  to  toil  at   the   Odr^ 
having  hard  work  to  keep  the  veflel  above  water.     Sometimes  it 
happens,  through  the  fubtilty  of  Satan,  that  they  do  not  a£l  in 
harmony,  but  thwart  each  other,  and  row  different  ways,  and  are 
in  danger  of  tearing  the  veffel  'tri  nieces  to  the  great  hazard  of 
the  lives,  the  eternal  lives,   of  the  immortal  fubjefts  of  our  hea- 
venly King.      If  any  thing  can,  at  any  time,  juftify  an  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  fliip's  company,  it  is  a  cafe  like  this,  to  prevent  the 
inftant  deftruftion  of  the  veffel  with  all  that  are  in  it.     Of  late 
fome  have  thought  that  our  Rowers^  like  thofe  mentioned  by  the 
prophet,  have  brought  us  into  deep  waters,  where  we  (hall  have 
much  diilicuky  to  avoid  being  overiet,  efpecially  as  our  Ship,  they 
fay,  grows  leaky  and  takes  water  fatt.     Be  this  as    it  %vill :  it  is 
Well  that  the  Lord  Jefus  beholds  us,  as  from  the  mountain  he  be- 
bcld  the  difciples  on  the  Lake,  when  the  fea  was  rovgk  and  the 
^md  boifterouSt  and  they  toiled  in  rowing  /     It  is  well  that  he 
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pray^  fjpr  Vk$.  a^  b^  did  fpr.  tbem :     May  he  alfo  cqm^  to  t^9  naliinf 
•4m  ijk$  VAfpr  !  especially  a$'it  is  nov^  paft  Ihe  /ourth  Watch  o? 
ifac  ffight   (fa  to  rpe^jc)    s^ncl  fotpe  be^in  to  defpair  of  our 'being 
^ble  to  l^old'o^t  muc))  longer,  baying  already  rpent  four  dark  apd 
troubklboie  years  fince  we  l^Il  oqr  He^d  Rower,  fi  year  ago,*  ChriR 
9;ppfared  fc^  us.  in  oijir  difirefs.  and  difcov^Mej  to  us,  (baTl  I  fay,  a 
C^€fik  t^Uk  Ajlicrc^  teiine4  the  pian  oj^  Pacific  ad  on]  into  which 
'  ifie.M^ve  iDiiyled,  if  pc^^bl^,  to  thruft  in  our  ohip.     But  fome  of 
%s^  ^%  it  i«>hoijght,  bein^  in  top  mych  halle  to  weigh  tkt  Anchor 
j0f  ^r  former  Plan,  .v^hich  hgid.  fo  long  kept  us  fteady,*  to  looft 
ikf  J^^er  bc^RiU  pf  o^v  excellent  difcipfinc*  which  had  preferved 
US  in  wion,  hoift  ike  nmn-fail  of  our  zeafto  the  variable 'z^2«(/ 
of  .pFfjurii^e  ^^  popular  opinion,  arid  coramit  oprfefves  to  the 
jQ^ean  gi  the  people^  y^  have,  x.i  feems,  inadvertently  fallen  into 
^  place  yi\i»tp  two   fea^  mett^  and  are  in  danger  of  fu^ering  fliip. 
iwreck  :  an  ^vent  this,  my  breih^-en,  exceedingly  to  be  deprecated, 
.for  the  (ake  t>f  m)  rid4s  of  fouls,   yet  unborn,  who  in  this  much 
.lam^  Vf  ffel,  originally  built  of  the  beft  materials,  might  yet  make 
a  .faccef&ful  voyage  to  the  Port  of  eterpal  blirs.     For  (hould  this 
:?japp^n,  although  the  Ipsiding  Preachers  and  People,  iike  ^i  fort* 
fart  of  Paul's  fhip,  may  ffick  faft  to  the  Pctcijic  P/dn^  and  re- 
j^n    nnpipveaiie^  yet  the  kinder  part  would    loonDt  iroien  by 
the  vioUrice  ff  the  wavps  of  contending  pirties.  'Tkofe  that  could 
Jwim  indeed,   thfit  had  flcill  and  flrengrh  to  bearlhenafelves  tip 
.9isi4ft  the  winds  and  waters  of  coron^qtion  and  ftrife,  might  com- 
init '  themfelyes  to  the  Jea  of  popular  tumuft  and  efcape  to  land, 
/3ut  it  IS  not  to  be  expefted,  ih^i  of  tfie  reft ^  wheiller  on  the  boards  of 
'Jo^e  and   new   fchemes    or  broken  pieces 'Q;f  the  old  2Xi^  tried 
Ski'p,  many  would  come  fafe  to  fliore. 

9.  J]iefe  thifigSt  ray  brethren,  I  ha,vc./«  a^gure^  tran^ferrtd 
to  you  apd  t^  myfeif  for  the  peopl^^  ffijce.  /hat,   if  poflible,  we 
jmay  jbave  a  juil  fenfe  of  the  danger  imo  which  our  connexion  is 
ibrovight,  by  our  differing  in  oiir  fentime^ts  and  views,'  and  may   , 
fee  the  deep  importance  of  afting  inliarrnonv.     Anfl  altho*  we  J 

'lUttft  not  gjve  up  .the  government  of  our  Veffel  to  the  paffengers^ 
iinany.oi  whom  have  but  lately  come  on  bo^rd,  ana  know  nothing 
about  the  management  of  the  0iip»  even  in  calm  weather,  yet  I 
am  not  agjainA  our  liearkening  o^caflpnally  to  the  advice  of  thofe, 
.ivho  having  ms^de  many  a  long  voyage  with  our  late  (kiKuI  and  ex- 
.perjenccd  Pilot,  arc  not  unacquainted  \Yith  his  Plan  of  proceeding 
"in  fucb  ftorniis  and  hurricanes,  that,'  if  poflible  he  might  fave  the 
j^effel  to  the  heavenly  owner,  and  the  very  valuable  cargo  on 
-.board,  i  mean  the  rational  and  immortal,  fpirits  on  tlpeir  voyage  to 
^eternal  happinefs.     But  to  return. 

10.  Let  a  man  fo  accqunt  of.MS^  not  only  as  t^itiiftcrs  (jf 
thrift,  'but  a«  Stewards  oj  the  .myfteries  of  God-  *By  tjie  jnyfioits 
of  God  are  meant,  not  things. ^ir^/  to  ^e  und^rftqpd,,fy  much  as 
things  long  concealed,  and  when  declared  hard  to  be  believed,  ihro* 
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the  prejudices  of  rt/sft.  Of  this"  k'ind  ire  many  bf'fiic  lei^litg 
truths  and  doflrines  of 'the  Gofpel :  ftjch  as  firft,  the  tMnifefialion 
if  Chrift  in  the  ile^,  Chrift  given  for 'iis;  to  be  incarnirte  U> 
ftjffer  and  to  «dl6,  to  atoiie  for  nn,  and  make  peace  for  us  by  tbf^ 
blood  of  his  crofs.  Of  this  the  ApbRle  fpeaks  t  Titti.  ill,  i6. 
Great  is  the  myjicry  'of'GodlinefT..'Oddwasiihdnifefl€din*ikt 
ffejk,  juflifird  in  tke  Spirii,  feen  of  Angtls,  fnacked  nni^  tki 
Gentiles^  betieved  on  in  'ike  tborld^  ttcdvtd  up  into  'gtoty* 

A  fecond  fnyflery  is*  the  manlfeffatiob  of  Chrift  in  arid  hy  the 
Spirit  to  our  hearts :  Oirijl  living  in  us^  'dwelli)ig  in  our  hearts 
by  faith,  joining  us  tq  himfelf  in  one  fpirit.  making  us  brahchcs 
ot  himfelf  the'li^^ng  virte,  and  Tiving  metnbers  ot  his  my'ftidar 
body:  giving  us,  not  only  an  inter  eft  in  his. merits  for  our  jilftifi- 
cation,  but  uhion*With^and  a  conformity  to  himfelf  lor  duf  lahSi-* 
ficaiion,  and  To  cbf^jfnuhickiing  .the  (ap '  bf  grace '  from  liiinfVff,' 
the  fpiritual  rdot,  \h^t  We  are  n^ade  fruitful  in 'all  grides  ^hd* 
virtues  to  his**pfs[ire.'  Now  of  this  myftexy  the  Apbllle  fpeaks 
Col.  i.  25— 2lJ.  Pdm  made  aminiJle'T  of. the  Church  of  Chrijl^at^ 
cording  to  the  diffenfatfon  of  God,  which  is  given  rnt  fot  you^  id 
fulfil,  that*  is  fally  to  dddare,  M<j'zt?^ri  of  God ^  even  (he  rhyfteri^ 
which  hath  b€en  hid  [fff>^  oges  and  generations,  but  now  is  Made 
manifeljt'td'kiy  faints,  "^tottfkoTn  God  would  make  known  what  is  thit 
riches  of  tlieglpfy'  of  this ^  fnyjlhy^  which  is  Chnji  tn'yoU'^tbi 
hopeofgloYy,  zthbm  we  preach.  -        *• 

A  third  nij^flery,  mentioned  by  the  fame  Apoftle,  Tcfpe&s  tfciat 
near  reUiion  to  hirofeU  into  which  the  Lord  Jtcfus^  brings  all 
true  believers  in  the  gofpel.  They  are  not  only  his  difciples,  hii 
fubjefts,  his  fei  vants,  his  friehds  and  his  brethren,  but  his  fpoufi 
betrothed  yea  ^d  ma^md  to  Aim.  I  have  betrothed  you,  fays  the 
Apoflle,  tvom  kufhajid^  that  Imay  prefent  you  as  a  chafie  virgin 
to  Chri/l.  Ye  dre  iecome'dead  to  the  taw^  fays  he  ugain,  by  the 
tody  of  Chrifl,  that  ye-^ay  hi  married  unto  another^  even  to  him 
that  is  raifed  from  the  dead  that  ye  may  brii^g  forth  fruit  MUia 
God.  And  again,  .As  thehufbandisthehedd  of  the  wife,  {o  is 
ChrUl  the  head  of  the  Church.  And  as  wives  o,re  fubjeEl  to  their 
hujbands  and.  lovei'by  them,  fo  is  the  Church  to  Chriji  and  is  loved 
by  him.  This  isa  gjreat  my/iery,^2idtds  he,  t  fptak  concerhirig 
ifhrxfi  and  the  church,  Eph.  v,  22 — 32. 

,  That  thefe  bfleffiRgs  ate  not  eonfinefl  to  any  nation^  or  age,.  ^(^ 
d^fcfij^tion  of  petfons,  but  «re  olfered  to  a//,:  and  are  free  tpr-^fl// 
that  will  accept  them  in  repentance  'and  faith,  is  paiticLTlarly 
taoticed  by  St.  jR^ui  as  a  foui ih my^c^^,  JEph.  ii.  a*^to.  ijhai  i^,  iui 
^4$  Qbferved  ^before,  aol  a  raatier^hard  to  be  uti^ei.ftcpd,^  bpt 
t<?«<«uf4,  aathe-Apoftle'exprefles  \i,  from  ^g[es.and  g^f^mtionsjrf 
^oU,  end  when, ifian.ifHted,  diffiiiju)t,io(.bebel<eyed  thro,',  tb,e':p?n- 
J!>dites  of  men,  efpecially  of  the  Jews,  who  could  not  be  ptfr- 
luaded  that  the.  privileges  of  the  Gofpel  were  free  for  the? 
Gcmilcs. 

Ta 


i;^9        Advantages  of  BsN cal  as  a  f«eM  for  MISSIONS* 

To  thefe  we  oaay  add  a  fifth,  the  nfurrtQion  of^ht  hoip  cdebnu 
ted  as  a  inyilery  at  large^  i  Cor*  xv.  as  well  ai  in  otner  places, 
and  what  is  confequent  thereon,  eternal  life^  felicity  and  glory, 
that  aflonifhing  and  inconceivably  myfterious  difplay  of  divine 
love,  fpoken  of  and  extolled,  £pb.  i.  9, 

11,  Thefe  are  the  principal  niyfteries,  with  the  difpenfation  of 
which,  as  Stewards^  the  minifters  of  the  Oofpel  are  intrufted. 
And  thefe  my  Series,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  are  offered  to  all, 
vithout  exception,  and  ail  are  invited  to  partake  of  them,  mud 
yet,  as  myfteries^  be  guarded  agamft  the  unhallowed  touch  of 
men  of  (rorrupt  hearts  and  unclean  hands.  This  mufi  be  done  by 
a  proper  enforcing  of  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  fanQion'd  by 
its  promifes  and  threatenings,  as  well  as  by  a  proper  exercife  of 
chriftian  difcipline.  Thus  the  myfteries  of  God  will  include  not 
only  the  truths  which  he  reveals  as  a  Prophet,  and  the  privileges 
Which  he  procures  as  a  Priefl,  but  alfo  the  Zazzfj  he  prom uiges, 
and  the  rezvarJs  and  punijhments  he  difpenfes*  as  a  Kiug.  But 
of  tbeTe  I  cannot  now  fpeak.  I  can  only  obferve  further,  on  this 
bead,  that  when  the  Minifters  of  Chrifi  are  termed  Stewards  of 
thefe  myfteries,  the  expreffion  means,  that  God  has  committed 
them  to  their  care,  that  they  may  preferve  them  pure  and  entire, 
atid  may  difpenfe  them  properly  and  Jea/bnaily  to  ihsn.  part  of 
Chrlft*s  family  over  which  they  are  fet,  to  give  them  their  portion 
of  meat  in  due  leafon^  in  which  important  truil,  it  is  of  great  im- 
poctance  that  tney  be  found  faithjuL  This  brings  liie  to  the  fc- 
tOTid  general  bead  of  Difcouile,  which  was  to  fliew.  What  is  re« 
quired  of  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  under  this  charafler. 

[  To  be  concluded  in  the  next.  ] 

The  peculiar  Advantages  of  Bengal,  as  a  Field  for  Missions 
from  Great  9ritain* 

THOSE  whom  Prejudice  does  not  blind,  nor  Sy&em  lead  aftray, 
will  congratulate  the  prei'ent  age  on  the  Exertions  it  is  be- 
ginning to  make,  in  order  to  diffufe  the  higheft  happinefs  over  the 
lace  ot  the  whole  Earth.  Ambition  may  be  gratified  by  Conqueft 
and  avarice  by  Commerce  ;  but  certainly  the  Religion  of  JesUS 
it  the  bell  Gift  which  a  Qhriftian  Nation  can  beftow,  and  a  Pagan 
(Jation  can  receive:  and  pious  Benevolence  will  feel  infinitely 
greater  fatisfa^ion  in  the  communication  oi  Divine  Truth  to  blind, 
guilty,  and  miferable  Idolaters.  In  attempting  to  propagate  Chrif- 
'tianity,  it  is  of  great  importance  to  felett  the  moft  proper  field. 
That  Perfons  -  engaged  in  the  work  may  know  where  it  is,  two* 
'Enquiries  naturally  prefent  themfelves :  Firft,  ill  what  Country  will 
Miffionaries  find  thegreateil  number  of  precious  Souls  to  preach  to  I 
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And  fccondly,  will  the  planting  of  the  Gofpel  atnongft  (hem  be 
likely,  from  their  Relative  Situation  and  Conneflions;  to  have  a 
powerful  influence  on  other  Nations  around  tbero,  fo  as  moft 
fpeediJy  and  effeftyally  to  fpread  Chriftianity  'pver  the  world  ? 
While  Piety  fends  Miflions  to  Tribes  and  Regions  detaphed  from 
the  reft  ^f  Mankind,  and  utterly  unconne£led  with  them  by  focial 
intercontfe ;  it  is  but  Juftice  to  fay,  *•  Your  defign  is  laudable ; 
and  you  may  do  much  good  :  one  Soul  is  of  infinite  value/*  But: 
ve  ^ffign  the  prize  for  the  higheft  portion  of  Wifdom,  to  them 
who  feicft  a  Country  which  forms  a  noble  and  promi fins  Field  of 
itfelf ;  and  which  befides  prefents  the  profpett  of  diffufingj  the 
Oofpel  among  populous,  extenfive,  and  civilized  Nations  which 
f^jrround  iu  Jf  in  addition  to  thefe,  there  be  fome  cohne£lion 
by  political  bonds,  and  commercial  relations,  to  mark  out  that 
piice  as  the  theatre  of  benevolent  exertions,  it  poflefles  every 
(quality  that  we  can  either  expefi  or  defire.  A  union  of  all  tbeie 
with  refpe£l  to  Great  Britain,  will  be  found  in  Bengal,  and  Jhould 
r^ommend  it  as  a  Field  for  Millions.  • 

The  population  is  immenji.  Bengal  and  the  Provinces  border- 
ing  on  it,  which  are  likewife  under  the  Britifli  Government,  con. 
tain  more  inhabitants  than  all  our  king's  dominions  in  Europe. 
What. an  extenfive  Fif Id  !  What  an  ample  H^irveft  I  Twelve;  or 
fifteen  i|iillions  of  precious  fouls  ignorant  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus 
Cbrift,  and  pqrifhing  under  Heathen  Idolatry  I 

Tie  StaU  of  Society  is  highly  civilized;  and  prefents  a  fairer 
opportunity  for  preaching  the  Gofpel,  thai!  can  poflibly  be  found 
where  it  is  in  a  ruder  form.  And  there  are  many  large  and  popu-= 
lous  cities,  where  miflionaries  may  find  thoufands  to  fpeak  to  at 
^nce,  an4  more  frequently  thz^h  can  be  obtained  'in  fequeflered 
villages.  > 

The  minds  of  very  many  of  the  people  are  corifiderably  Im- 
proved by  the  acquifition  of  knowledge:  reading  is  almoil  as 
common  among  them  as  among  us ;  and  by  being  accuflomed  to 
difquifitions  pti  literature  and  fcience,  their  capacities  are  enlarj^ed; 
and  they  will  be  able  more  readily  to  underftand  the  Db£lrines  of 
the  GofjpeU    Al moft  alt  the  nations  to  which  the  Apoftle  Paul 

[>reache«i,  efpecially  thofe  to  which  he  fent  Epiftles,  were  in  a 
imilar  ftate  of  (bciety ;  and  we  perceive  the  advantages  of  it. 
Some  of  his  converts  were  qualified  in  a  (hort  fpace  of  time  to  be 
Paftors  or  Bifliops  of  the  Churches,  which  he  had  lately  planted. 
The  'Moravians  for  the  fpace  of  more  than  thirty  years. after  the 
commencement  of  their  Miffion,  did  hot  think  they  could  find 
one,  from  among  alliheir  rude  converts  in  Greenland,  or  Amc* 
rtca,  who  was  fit  to  be  inirufted  with  the  Paftoral  office. 

There,  are  many  Common  Principles^  received  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Bengal,  which  will  enable  Chriftians  to  reafon  with 
them  to  greater  advantage.    Of  ihefe  the  Hindoos  have  not  a  fewi 

Vol.  XX.  A^ril  1797.  Their 
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Their  f^cred  Books  contain  many  e:;ccellent  tbisgs  concejrnii^  tb# 
Perfe£lionfi of  the  Deity:  and  they  believe  theexifteoce  of  moral 
Evil;  the  Neceffiiy  of  the  Expiation  of  Sin,  the  obligations  of 
virtue ;  and  a  Hate  of  rewarda  and  paniOimentd.  Amidft  a  vaft 
heap  of  idolatrous  rubbiih,  and  impure  fuperftition^  thefe  princU 
pies  are  found ;  although  they  too  are  defiled  with  anbaUowei 
mixtures  :  yet  as  they  give  a  Miflionary  an  entrance  into  the  heart 
and  confcience,  and  furnifh  him  with  powerful  arguments  Iqr 
confuting  their  errors,  and  eftablilhing  the  Chriilian  Verity, 
their  pofTeffion  ot  them  is  highly  to  be  prized.  A.  ftill  greater 
Tuiii)b«r  of  thefe  common  Principles  the  Mahometans  holid« 

The  attarbAient  of.  both  the  Mahomttans  and  Hindoos  to  thei^ 
ancient  fy&iemfl*  is  leifening  every  day.  We  have  this  infornia'^ 
tiion  fron  the  laijc  Sir  William  Jones,  one  of  the  Jadges  ^  that 
Country^  a  name  deaar  to  Literature,  ai)d  a  Lov«r  ok  die  Religion 
pf  Jefus.  The  MaiTulmen  in  Hi^dpftatt  are  in  general  but  little 
acqnaiijited  wiih  their  own  fyftem,  a«id  by  na  means  £b  i:eal0iss  fo? 
it  as  their  Brethren  in  the  Turkrfii  and  Perfian  Spires*  BffMcs^. 
tbey  have  /lot  tltc  ftropg  arm  of  civil  authority  to  crufli  tboTe  Wt^q 
Vfould  convert  tbem.  Mr.  Carey's  JLiettc^s^  feem  iot  iati|iiafe^  ibf 
fame  relaxatipp  amoi9f  the  PJindaos, 

This  decay  of  prejudice  ani  bi^try.  will,  at  k^ft,  itfcline 
them;  t&  liften  %yitn  more  patience,  and  a  milder  tetnperi  to  the 
DoQrines  and  Evidiences  of  th^  Chriftian  Religion*  Thb  d^e^ 
of  sidfaefion  to  their  ^  Cafis,  which  ftill  semains«  is  cerlafnly  i|n« 
favou^r^ble,  andmuft  b^  confidered  as  one  of  Satan's  |irts  t9'fea4<er 
men  unhappy ;  hut  itt^  not  infuperaMe.  I'he  Roman  Cs^hdkLcsbay^ 
gaitied  myrisuls  of  converts  from  among  them :.  The  Daodfli  Miifion* 
afies  record  their  thoafaods  top :  and  on^  of  the  moft  fuccefsfi4 
MifTionarie^  at  prefent  in  the  world,  is  labouring  in  the  Sotttbern 
Part  of.  Hindoftan.*  Befides  a  very  confiderable  number  who 
have  thrown  afide  their  old  fuperfiition,  and  make  a  proteflioii  of 
the  CbjTjftian  religion,  he^  computes  that  in  the  courie  of  his  mu 
niftry.  he  ha$  been  the  inftrument  of  favingly  converting  twq 
dioufarid  perfons  to  the  Faith  of  Chri'A.  Of  thefe,  above  &vq 
hundrccl  were  Mahometans :  tl^e  reft  are  from  among  the  diffcrent 
Caifs  of  the  Hindoos,  In  addition  to  thefe  inftanqes,  it  is  prn- 
per  (o  notice*  the  attention  which  the  Hiridoos  are  paying  to  tbe 
two  Baptift  Miftionaries  in  Bengal,  and  which  gives  a  favourable 
fpqcimen  of  their  readinefs  to  liften  to  the  preaching  of  the  Cofpel. 
It  any  ftitl  fay,  that  the  Cafts  prefent  infuperabte  obftacles,  and 
will  not  allow  fa£ls  to  bend  their  minds  and  change  their  opinions, 
one  thing  more  is  recommended  to  their  confideration ;  namely, 
*\  That  in  a  perfon  placed  in  the  moft  favourable  fituatign  that 
V  can  poffibly  be  conceived,  and  warmly  attached  to  the  Gofpel 
f*  from  education,  fen timent,  habits,  examples,  and  confcience,—; 
••  before  he  can  be  a  true  convert,  there  is  fomething  unfpeakably 
^  t  Mr.  Swarts, 
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^  wore  diflSciite  to  fee  overcome,  than  the  ftrongcft  adherence  to 
^  Ca/b  which  was  ever  feft  by  the  moft  bigotted  Bramin.*' 

The  Language  of  Bengal  is  fpoken  over  st  Vaft  extent  of  coun- 
liy.  The  Preacher  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  in  America,  a/>d  in 
Creenland,  who  has  learned  the  language  of  the  Heathen,  finds 
liinfelf  cbilfined  to  a  few  hundreds  or  thoufands  of  miferabl^^ 
Pagans;  when  he  goes  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  his  Tribe  or 
Horde,  is  a  Barbarian  to  the  neighbouring  nations :  bat  the  Mif- 
fiohary  who  has  learned  the  language  of  Bengal,  will  have  iBore 
millions  to  addrefs,  than  the  others  will  have  hundreds  or  thou* 
faa4s.  Of  what  advantage  this  is,  need  not  be  (aid.  Without 
any  additional  trouble  of  learning  Tongues,  to  how  wide  an  ex- 
tent may  he  carrv  the  glad  Tidings  of  Salvation  f  and  a  tranflationt 
«f  the  SaciieA  Scriptures  into  this  Tongue,  will  give  Millions  aa 
opportunity  of  pertmnj  a  Book  which  is  able  to  make  them  wife 
tinu)  Salvalk>fi,  through  Faith  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Although  the  Apoftles  were  not  deterred  by  the  profpefl  of 
danger,  or  the  fears  of  perfecution,  from  preaching  the  Gofpel 
in  any  country  to  which  they  were  fent,  yet  it  is  certainly  to  be 
contidered  as  an  additional  recommendation  of  Bengal,  that  Mifli- 
onaries  have  fhe  faired  prorpe£l  of  fafety,  and  prote£lion  from 
the  Civil  Government.  A  Urong  prejudice  has  gone  abroad 
againfl  tha  dominion  of  the  J^ngllfh  in  that  part  of  the  ly^orld. 
However  veil  founded  this  might  formerly  have  been,  it  is  but 
juftjce  to  fay,  that  fince  the  country  was  taken  into  the  hands  of 
our  Cabinet,  the  people  have  reafon  to  rejoice  at  excbangiag  the 
tyranny  of  their  old  Mahometan  mailers,  and  <he  oppreffion 
of  die  Native  Rajahs,  for  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
which  IB  beyond  conDparifon  the  moll  equitable,  the  mildefi  ana 
the  beft  in  India.  The  Mahometans  and  Hindoos  live  every- 
where in  peace  and  quiet ;  and  the  Mtflionaries  wbuld  find  then)-» 
felves  protefied  from  danger.  No  exercife  of  civil  authority  do 
they  need  to  give  fucccfs  to  their  efforts ;  nor  do  they  defi re  it; 
nor  would  they  have  it.  But  to  enjoy  the  countenance  of  (he  n?a- 
giflrates  in  the  work,  fo  far  as  to  be  preferved  from  the  effefts  of 
fiiufe  private  enmiiies  anil  public  tumuhs,  which  the  foes  of  the 
Gofpei  woiild  ichcrifli,  iii  a  country  where'they  thought  the  Rukrs 
worild  either  wink  at  or  encourage  their  oppofinon  to  the  doftrine 
and  preachers  of  the  Gofpe],  is  certainly  to  be  confidered  as  aa 
eminent  Blefling. 

3ut  Bengal  has  a  farther  reoonrniendatton  ^  a  Field  of  M!  (lions 
than  its  j)oj)uloufnefs^  its  civilization,  its  attainments  in  fcience^ 
many  common  principles  of  Religion,  the  decay  of  attachments  to 
old  fyftems,  and  theiafety  and  quiet  of  the  Miflionaries.  If  the 
Gofpel  were  once  planted,  and  took  deep  root  in  the  province, 
there  will  be  a  f  leafing  pTojpcEl  of  Us  being  propagate,  through 
every  part  of  Hmdoftan.  That  immenfe  region,  it  has  been  <Jom-» 
pmed^  contains  a  hundied  and  twenty  millions^  of   inh<abitants«' 
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And  what  difciple  of  Jefus  does  not  feel  his  heart  glow  with  all 
the  ardor  of  holy  zeal  at  the  glorious  profpe£l,  and  tnxioufly  defire' 
to  fee  the  door  opened  to  every  apartment  of  that  vaft  habitatioa 
of  fouls,  and  to  have  every  enclofure  of  that  ample  harveft  fup- 
plied  with  labourers  ?  Should  Beqgal  ever  be  converted  to  the 
Faith  of  Chrift,  the  way  is  plain  and  eafy  to  every  other  province 
of  the  Empire :  and  il:  European  Miffionaries  (hould  any  where 
find  difficulty  of  accefs,  Mahemetan  and  Hindoo  Convents  will  be 
able  to  carry  the  Gofpel  into  every  part  of  it  without  any  obftacley 
and  with  every  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 

Benefits  Hill  more  extenfive  may  be  expefied  from-  planting  the 
Gofpel  in  Bengal :  The  fituation  of  that  province  in  refpe£l  to  the 
moil  famous,  civilized  and  populous  countries  of  the  Eaft,  merits 
particular  attention.  By  cafting  the  eye  of  Chrifttan  Bedevolence 
on  the  Map  of  the  World,  with  pleafing  furprize,  Bengal  will  be 
feen  placed  in  the  center  of  the  fouthern  part  of  Alia,  and  prefent- 
ing  on  every  fide  the  nobleft  fields  for  MifEons,  which  are  to 
be  found  on  the  face  of  the  Earth,  China,  that  world  of  fouls  in 
itfelf,  is  at  no  great  diftance'to  the  Eaft,  and  an  entrance  into  it 
may  be  more  eafily  obtained  by  Miflionaries  from  that  quarter,  than 
by  the  ufual  channels  of  commerce.  Thibet  and  Tartary,  on  the 
North,  contain  their  trillions.  Beyond  the  peccan,  Perfia  to  the. 
weft,  calls  for  the  confotations  of  the  Gofpel,  to  chear  them, 
amidft  the  darknefs  of  Mahometan  delufion :  while,  the.  fwanhy 
fons  of  Pegu  and  Siam,  inhabiting  large  and  fertile:  Countries  oa 
the  South,  invite  the  melTengers  of  Peace  to  come  aiid  proclaim 
the  glad  Tidings  of  Life  and  Immortality.  Abetter  center  of  ope- 
rations than  Bengal,  it  is  impoifible  for  the  fpiritual  warrior  to 
fix  o^i  for  extending^  the  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  crufliiiig 
the  ufurpations  of  fatan  and  of  fin. 

Reflefl:,  O  difciple.  of  Jesus,  oa  what  has  been  {>refented  to 
thy  view.  The  Caufe  of  Chrift  is  thy  own  Caufe;  without  deep 
criminality  thou  canft  not  be  indiGTe/ent  to  its  fuccefs.  Rejoice, 
that  fo  delightful  a  Field  of  Miflions  has  been  difcovered  and  exr 
hibited.  Roufe  tbyfelf  from  the  (lumber  of  fpiriiaal  languor. 
Exert  thyfelf  to  the  utmoft  of  thy  power :  and  let  confcience 
be  able  to  teftify  without  a  donbt^  even  at  the  Tribunal  of  Jesus 
Christ;  "II  Miflionaries  be  not  fpeedily  fent  to  preach  the 
"  glorious  Gofpel  in  Bengax,  it  fliall  not  be  owing  to  me.'* 

A  Seriovs  ADDRESS 

.     To  the  PREACHERS  of  the  GOSPEL  of  CHRIST. 

[  Continued  from  page  124.  ] 

VII.  Y X  THETHER  you  are  difcourfing  of  doarine  or  duty. 

^     V  V     tak«  great  care  that   you  impofe  nothing  on  your 

bearers,    either  as  a  matter  of   faith  or  praflic^,  but  what  your 

Lord 
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Lord  and  Mafter  Chrifi  Jtfus  has  impofcd.  Thefe  are  the  limits 
of  Ae  commiffion  which  Chrift  gave  to  the  firft  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  Mattinxviii.  "  Go^  difcipU  all  nations^  baptize  them  who 
are  wilJiog  to  become  my  difciples,  and  'Meachthem  to  obferve 
vhatfoever  I  have  comraanded  you."  He  has  not  given  his  oitnif* 
iers,  the  leaft  degree  o(  power  to  appoint  one  new  article  of  faith, 
nor  to  injoin  ?liy  new  lort  of  duty.  And  yet,  to  our  univerfal 
reproach,  there  is  fcarce  any  party  of  Chriftians  but  hath  been 
too  ready  to  impofe  fome  do£lrines  upon  the  belief  of  their  pro* 
felices,  which  Chrift  has  not  impofed,.  or  to  require  of  them  iotne 
pra£lices,  or  fpme  abftinences,  about  meats,  or  days,  or  things 
indifferent,  .which  Chrift  has  ilot  required;  It  Is  this  aftUming 
power  that  has  turned  Chrtfiianity  into  an  hundred  fliapes,  and 
every  one  of  them  in  fome  degree  unlike  the  glorious  gofpel. 
It  is  this  has  hrought  in  all  the  fuperftitions  and  fooleries,  the 
fplendid  vanities,  the  ufelefs  aufteriiies,  and  the  childiQi  trifles  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  churches ;  and  it  is  this  has  too  far  cor- 
rupted the  purity  arid  defaced  the  beauty  of  moft  of  tbofe 
churches  which  boaft  of  refornjation, .  and  wear  the  Proteftaut 
Name, 

Now  to  difcourage  and  deter  uft  all  from  Tuch  perfumption ; 
let  us  remember,  that  ttis  'impofing  fpirit  has  genfcrally  found  it 
neceffary  to  fupport  its  commands  with  penalties  and  perfecutionsi 
Hence  proceed  the  imprifonmerits  and  the  murders,  the  cruelties, 
the  tortures,  and  the  wild-'and  bloody  fury  that  has  ravaged  the 
nations  of  Chriftendom  ;  a  lafting  blot  upon  the  religion  of  the 
bleffed  Jefus.  If  we  furvey  the  perfecutittg  laws  and  edifts  that 
have  been  framed  and  executed  in  Gre^  Britain,  or  ia  foreign 
nations,  in  ancient  or  later  times,  we  fliall  feldom  find,  that  thtS 
plain  and  explicit  dodrines  and  duties  of  the  gofpel  have  been 
guarded  with  thefe  terrors  :  But  they  are  the  wretched  inventiortH 
ot  men,  the  inftitutiom  of  priefts,  or  #he  appointments  of  kings, 
that  have  had* the  honour,  (hall  I  fay,  or  the  t^^^my  to  be  thus 
guarded  with  engines  of  death.  It  is  the  abfolute  determiiiation 
^of  men  upon  i^e,  points  which  Chrift  has  not  plainly  determined, 
fome  forms  of  pretended  orthodoxy  which  Scripture  knows  no- 
thing of,  or  at  leaft  which  the  word  of  God  has  not  made  ne- 
ceffary  to  our  faith,  fome  ceremonies  or  modes  of  worihip  which 
Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  never  commanded,  that  have  generally 
been  the  ihameful  occafion  of  excommunications,  and  prifons, 
of  banifhments  and  martyrdoms.  See  to  it  therefore  with  a  holy 
and  religious  care,  when  you  di£late  any  thing  to  your  hearers, 
as  neceftary  to  be  believed  or  pra3ifed,  that  you  have  the  plaia 
and  evident  diredion  of  fcripture  to  fupport  you  in  it. 

It  is  this  corrupt  mixture  of  human  opinions  and  human  forms 
of  divine  fervice,  that  has  fo  difguifed  the  pure  religion  of  the 
gofpel,  as  to  tempt  the  Deift  to  renounce  it  entirely.  The  pure 
religion  of  Jefus  has  dfvine  charms'  in  it,  and  is  like  the  aut^hor, 
altogether  lovely :  But  wheh  on  one  hand,  it  is  corrupted  h^  njcw 
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dodrin«8  foiflcd  into  onr  creeds,  and  new  viyfteries,  whidi  men 
have  invented  to  over-load  our  £uth  ;  when  it  is  enc»ad>rod  )»y 
new  rituals  of  worihip,  or  iinpof(^  rules  and  praAices  on  da^ 
other  band,  whick  the  holy  {criptwe  has  not  enjomed  $  Mhen  inea 
make  articles  of  faith  which  are  no  where  plainly  reveaied,  wh^« 
they  pronounce  that  to  be  a  fin  which  God  hath  no  where  for« 
bidden,  and  appoint  that  to  be  a  daty  which  God  hath  newer 
commanded,  it  cafl4  foch  a  veil  of  d«formtty  over  th«  beavties  of 
the  gofpel,  that  it  is  no  wonder  if  tbe  men  of  reafon  ftart  at  it  an4 
pronoance  againft  it.  While  we  hold  forth  thisconfufed  n»afs  ef 
things  divine  and  human,  and  call  it  the  retigian  (^  Ckrifi^  wt 
tempt  the  men  of  infidelity  toeftaUiih  thewieives  m  their  un^ 
belief;  and  they  will  hardfy  now  give  a  favourable  hearing  to  tb^ 
pure  dodrine  of  the  goffiel,  b^aufe  they  have  been  fo  muck 
difgufted  with  the  fight  of  it  in  a  corropt  and  fuperftitio«is  drefii. 

Sut  in  tht«  ilate  of  frailty  and  imperfeiflion,  dang«r«  attead  us 
on  either  hand.  As  we  miift  cake  heed  that  we  do  not  add  tbe 
fancies  of  men  to  oar  divine  religion,  fo  wc  Qiould  lake  equal 
carethM  we4o  not  curtail  the  appointments  of  ClHrift.  With  a 
facred  vigilance  and  zeal  we  ihould  maintain  all  the  plain,  exprers^ 
and  neceffary  airticlei  thitt  we  find  evidently  written  in  the  wprd 
of  Cod,  and  fuSer  iio»e  of  them  to  be  loft  through  our  defiai^k; 
Tbe  world  has  bten  fo  long  impoled  ppon»  by  thefe  ftpipe&I  ad*. 
dition«  of  men  to  the  gofpel  ot  Cbrift,  that  they  feefs  now  to  b^ 
refolved  io  bear  them  j|o  Inng^ :  But  they  are  unbappit)):  ruBr 
ning  into  soother  extreme  :  Becaufis  feveral  partief  Qt^Ghrifti^ne 
have  tacked  on  fo  many  falle  ^nd  tmbecomang  ornam^ts  to  cbrif- 
ti^nity,  they  refolved  to  deliver  her  Xi'om  thefe  di%uife8 ;  but 
while  they  are  paring  off  ail  this  foreign  trumpery,  they  too  often 
cut  tier  to  the  quick,  ^nd  foraetime^  let  out  her  life*biood,  an4 
inaim  her  of  ber  very  limbs  and  vital  part^.  BeC9ufe  fo  many 
irrational  nptiosos  have  beea  m^^^i  up  with  the  chriftian  jTcbeme^ 
it  is  now  fi  modifii  hutnour  of  ^the.age  to  renounce  almoft  every 
thing  tb«it  iHeafon  doib  not  difcoyer,  and  to  reduce  chriflianHy 
itiejt  to  little  more  ^han  the  light  of  nature  and  the  difibate^  q£ 
rea/bo*  And  under  this  ^rt  of  influence  there  are  fome.  who 
are  believers  of  the  Bible  and  the  jdivit^e  miSon  of  Chrift,  and 
dare  not  renounce  the  goTpel  itfelf,  yet  they  interpret  fome  of 
the  pectiliar  and  eKprefj^  dofb'ines  and  duties  of  it«  into  fo  poor^ 
fo  narrow,  and  fo  jejune  a  meaning,  that  they  fuft:r  but  little  to 
liemain  beyond  the  articles  of  natural  religion.  Thus  fome  of  the 
learned  t«ieo  of  the  age  explain  away  the  facrifice  and  the  atone* 
mem,  made  for  out  fins  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  bereave  otir 
religion  of  the  aids  of  tlie  Holy  Spirit,  both  which  are  fo  plainly 
9nd  exprefiily  revealed,  and  fo  frequently  repeated  in  the  Hhvr 
Teftament,  and  which  are  two  of  the  chief  gio/ies  of  the  Uefiefi 
lofpel,  and  which  perhaps  are  two  of  the  chief  ufiss  of  thofe 
lacced  names  of  the  Sou  and  .the  Holy  Spirit^  into  which  we  are 
baptized.  It  ia  this  very  fattiofittr  that  ^iuajk^  fame  ^rfons  to  rei^ 

duc^ 
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AucQ  the  nifcbief  that  we  have  fuJUined  by  the  fin  and  fall  oC 
Adam,  to  fo  flight  a  bruife,  and  fo  inconfiderable  a  woued,  thai 
9  fmail  matter  of  ^grace  is  needful  for  our  recovery  ;  and  accord<» 
ing/y  they  impoyeriOi  thb  rich  and  admirable  x^medy  of  the  jio£« 

i>ei,  to  a  very  culpable  degree,  fuppofing  no  more  to  be  neceuary 
or  the  re ftoration  of  man,  than  thofe  ^w  ingredients,  which  in 
their  opinion  go  to  make  up  the  whole  compofitiofi.  Hence  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  the  do£lrine  of  regeneration,  or  an  entire 
change  of  corrupt  nature  by  a  principle  ef  divine  grace,  is  almoft 
loft  out  of  their  chriftjanity ;  or  at  leaft  they  Juppofe  renewing 
grace  and  fan£lification  by  the  Holy' Spirit  and  his  affiflances, 
to  carry  no  hing  more  in  them  than  the  outward  divine  meflages 
^nd  difcoveries  of  grace  made  and  attelled  by  the  extraordinary 
gifts  of  the  Spirit  to  the  chriflian  world.  This  is  a  dangerous 
extreme  on  the  other  band  :  we  hope  it  will,  never  obtain  amongft 
us:  But  fince  it  is  a  fafhionable  error,  you  ought  to  fet  a  flrii^er 
^uard  again  (t  if.  As  he  that  aJJs  or  Ukes  aw^y  fr^m  the  words 
of  the  prophecy^  in  the  latter  end  of  ihie  book  of  God,  is  left 


under  a  curfe.  Rev.  xxii;  fowe^(hould  fet  a  holy  guard  upon 
ourfclves,  left  we  add  any  thing  to  the  eofpel  of  ChriS,.  or  take 
^y  thinj;  from  it,  left  we  expofe  ourfeives  to  the  lame  divines 


ladignation. 

To  avoid  both  thefe  extremes,  permit  us  to  give  yovt  this  gene- 
ral Word  of  Advice,  and. may  Grod  enable  us  to  take  it  ourfeives 
(viz,)  That  in  ail  our  miniflrations,  we  keep  a  coriftant  and  re^ 
jigious  eye  upon  the  holy  fcripture,  that  in  tae  neceflary  and  moft 
important  points  of  do6):rine,  or  duty,  we  ixHiy  teach  our  hearevs 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  fcripture  teaches.  Our  great  bufi- 
nefs  is,  to  expound  fcripture,  and  enforce  the  word  of  God 
upon  the  minds  of  men :  When  therefore  we  explain  the  great 
and  neceflfary  points  of  the  gofpel  coniained  in  any  one  fcriptur?, 
let  us  do  it,  as  much  as  poffible,  by  bTingiing  other  parts  of  fcrip* 
tore  to  the  fame  view,  that  the  word  o4  God  raay  be  a  comment 
en  itfelf.  When  we  have  occafion  to  make  inferences  IFrom  it, 
let  us  take  care  that  the  connexion  of  them  be  ftrong  and  •evident, 
and  that  they  lie  not  far  off,  iot  in  very  diilant  inferences  we  ai^e 
more  liable  10  miilake.  When  we  are  delivering  our  own  bell 
opinions  concerning  divine  fubjefls,.  and  giving  oar  advice  upon 
matters  which  are  not  fp  evidently  and  fo  exprefsly  revealed,  let 
us  praSifc  the  modefty  of  the  blefled  Apofile,  1  Cor.  vii.  6, 10,  i4i, 
a^,  &c.  "  I  fpeak  this  by  permiffion,  and  not  of  command- 
ment: It  is  I  fpeak  it,  and  not  the  Lord:  I  have  no  [plainj  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord  about  it,  yet  I  give  my  Judgment  as  one 
that  has  obtained  mercy  of  the  Lord  to  be  faithful :  I  fuppofe 
therefore  that  in  the  prefent  cafe  this  is  good,"  .[^o  be  piadifed, 
or  that  to  be  ayoided  :J  "  Judge  ye  within  yourfelves,"  (^whether 
what  I  fpeak  be  agreeable  io  the  word  of  God  J  1  Cor.  xi.  13. 

Vin.  Remember,  that  you  have  to  do  with  the  underftanding, 
rcafon  and  memory  of  .man^  with  the  heart  and  confcience,  wiiti 

the 
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the  will  and  affe3ions ;  and  therefore  you  muft  ufe  every  method 
of  fpeech  which  may  be  moil  proper  to  engage  and  employ  each 
of  thefe  faculties  of  human  nature,  on  the  fide  of  religioni^  and 
in  the  interefts  of  God  and  the  gofpeK 

Your  firft  bufinefs  is  with  the  Und^rflanding^  to  make  even  the 
lower  parts  of  your  auditory  know  what  you  mean.  Endeavour 
therefore  to  find  put  all  the  cleareft  and  moft  eafy  forms  of  fpeech 
whereby  to  convev  divine  truths  into  the  minds  of  men.  Seek 
to  obtain  a  perfpicuous  Jlyle,  and  a  clear  and  diftln£l  manner  of 
fpeaking,  that  you  may  effeftually  inform  the  underflanding  while 
you  pronounce  the  words  ;  that  yo!i  may  fo  exaftly  imprint  on, 
the  mind  of  the  hearers,  the  fame  ideas  which  you  yourfelf  have 
conceived,  that  they  may  never  miftake  your  meaning.  This  ta-» 
lent  is  fooner  attained  in  younger  yeais,  by  having  fbme  judicious 
friend  to  hear  your  difcourfes,  and  infor^n  you  where  perfpicuity 
IS  wanting  in  your  language,  and  where  the  hearers  may  be  in 
danger  of  miftaki;ig  your  fenfe.  For  want  of  this,  fpme  young 
Preachers  have  fixed  themfelves  in  fuch  an  obfcure  way  of  writ- 
ing and  fpeaking,  as  hath  very  n^uch  prcyented  their  hearers 
"froni  obtaining  diftinft  ideas  of  their  difcourfe.  And  if  ^  mai| 
gets  fuch  an  unhappy  habit  he  will  be  fometimes  talking  to  ihc 
oiV,  and  make  the  people  ftare  at  himi  as  though  he  were  fpeak- 
jing  fome  unknown  language. 

Remember  you  have  to  do  with  the  reafonin^  powers  of  man  ir^ 

Breaching  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  for  though  this  gofpelbe  revealed 
rom  heaven,  and  could  never  be  difcovered  by  all  the  eQbrts  of 
human  reafon,  yet  it  is  the  reafon  of  man  muft  judge  of  fevera) 
things  relating  to  it.  It  is  reafon  muft  deieimine  whether  the 
evidence  of  its  heavenly  original  be  clear  and  ftrong :  It  is,re^«> 
fon  muft  judge  whether  fuch  a  do6lrine,'or  fuch  a  duty,  be  con- 
tained in  this  gofpel,  or  may  be  juftly  deduced  from  it:  It  isth^ 
work  of  human  reafon  to  compare  one  fcriplure  i^ith  another, 
'and  to  find  out  the  true  fenfe  ot  any  particular  text ;  A^^d  it  is 
reafon  alfo  muft  give  its  fentence  whether  a  doftrine.  which  is 
pretended  to  be  contained  in  fcripture,  be  contrary  to  the  eternal 
and  unchangeable  relations  and  reafons  of  things;  and  if  fo,  then 
reafon  may  pronounce  that  this  doftrine  is  not  from  Qod,  nor 
can  be  given  us  by  divine  revelation.  Reafon  theteforc  hath  its 
office  and  proper  province  ev^n  in  matters  of  revelation;  yet 
it  muft  always  be  confefTed,  that  fome  propofitions  may  be  re- 
vealed to  us  from  heaven,  which  may  be  fo  far  fuperior  to  the 
limits  of  our  reafoning- powers  in  the  prefent  ftate,  that  human 
reafon  ought  not  to  reje6l  them,  becaufe  it  cannot  fully  under- 
ftand  them,  nor  clearly  and  perfeftly  reconcile  them  ;  unlefs  it 
plainly  fee  a  natural  abfurdity  in  them,  a  real  impoflibility,  o? 
a  plain  inconfiftence^with  other  parts  of  divine  revelation. 

Well  then,  flnce   you  have  to  do  with   reafonable  creatures  in 
your  iacred  work,  lei  your  manner  of  fpeaking  be  rational,  and 
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your  ai^uroents  and  inferences  juft  and  ftrong,  that  you  may 
eflefiaally  convince  your  hearers  of  the  truth  of  what  you  delivec; 
in  your  miniftratlons  of  the  gofpel. 

And  in  your  reprefentation  of  things  to  the  reafoii  and  under* 
/bnding  of  men,  it  would  fometimes  "be  of  fpecial  advantage  tor 
bave  fome  power  over  the  fancy  or  imagination :  This  would 
help  us  to  paint  our  themes  in  their  proper  colours,  whether  oE 
(he  alluring  or  the  forbidding  kind.  And  now  and  then  we 
Ihould  make  ufe  of  both,  in  order  to  imprefs  the  idea  on  the  foul 
witfa  happier  force  and  fuccefs. 

When  you  would  defcribe  any  of  the  perfonal  or  focial  virtues 
of  life,  fo  as  to  enforce  their  pra£lice,  fet  yourfelves  to  difplay 
the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  them  in  their  own  agreeable  arid 
lovely  forms.  But  do  not  content  yourfelves  with  this  alone.: 
This  is  not  fuffictent  to  allure  the  degenerate  niinds  of  men  to 
praSife  them.  Pew  perfons  are  of  fo  happy  a  difpofition,  and  fo 
refined  a  gei|ius,  as  to  be  wrought  upon  by  the  mere  afpefl  of 
fuch  inviting  qualities.  Endeavour  therefore  to  illuftrate  the  vir- 
tues by  their  contrary  vices,  and  fet  forth  thefe  moral  mifchiefs^ 
both  in  their  deformities  and  their  dangerous  confequences,  be« 
fore  the  eyes  of  your  hearers.  Think  it  not  enough  to  reprefent 
to  them  the  ihining  excellencies  of  humility  and  benevolence,  of 
juftice  and  veracity,  gratitude  and  temperance ;  but  produce  to 
fight  the '  vile  features  of  pride,  e,nvy,  malice,  fpiie,  knavery, 
fallhood,  revenge,  fenfuality,  luxury,  and.  the  reft  of  that  curled 
train,  in  their  proper  places.  Make  it  evident,  how  contrary 
they  are  both  to  the  law  of  God  and  the  gofpel  of  Chrift;.de^ 
fcribe  tliem  in  all  their  feveral  forms,  (hapes  and  appearances ; 
fliew  how  they  infinuate  and  exert  themfelves  in  different  oc- 
currences of  life^  and  different  conftitutions ;  and  purfue  them  fo 
narrowly  as  it  were  by  a  hue  and  cry,  with  fuch  exa£l  defcriptioiis, 
that  if  any  of  thefe  vices  are  indulged  by  your  hearers,  they 
may  be  found  out  by  ttriEi  felf-examination,  that  the  confciences 
of  the  guilty  may  be  laid  tinder  convi6lion  of  fin,  and  be  fet  in 
the  way  of  repentance  and  reformation. 

Whenfoever  any  vic6  has  found  the  way  into  our  bofoms,  and 
madeits  neft  there,  its  proper  and  evil  features  add  charaflcrs  had 
need  to  be  marked  Out.  by  the  Preacher  with  great  accuracy,  that 
it  may  be  difcovered  to  our  confciences  in  order  to  its  deflru£lion : 
For  thefe  wretched  heiarts  of  ours  are  natiirall]^  fo  fond  of  all  their 
own  inmates,  t)iat  they  are  too  ready  to  hide  ^heir  ill  qualities 
from  pur  (ight  and  convi&ion,  and  thus  they  cover  and  fave  them 
from  the  fentence.of  mortification  and  death,  which  is  denquticed 
againft  every  fin  in  the  word  of  God.  And  let  the  Preacher  and 
the  hearer  both  remember,  that  fin  muft  be  purfued  jto  the  death, 
or  elie  there  is  no  life  for  the  foul.  It  is  only  the  Chriftian  who 
by  the  fptrit  mortifies  this  finful  deeds  of  the  body^  has  the  pro- 
roife  of  falvation  and  life,*  Rom.  viii.  13^ 
Vol.  XX,  April  ijgj.   .    B  b  If 
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It  would  be  a  happy  thing,  if  this  vivacious  and  fprtghtly  power 
of  the  fancy,  which  too  often  becomes  an  ingenious  and  fuc- 
cefsful  tempter  of  the  foul,  tq  jguilt,  mifchief  and  ruin,  might, 
by  the  art  of  the  Preacher,  be  gainied  over  to  the?  intercfls  of  vir- 
tue and  goodnefs,  and  employed  for  God  and  falvation. 

[^  To  te  coniintud.*  ] 


Narrative  of  the  Travels  of  the  Grosvekor's  Crew, 
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AS  they  went  on,  a  bluff  point  of  a  rock  prefented  itfelf,  which, 
upon  coming  up  to,  they  found  to  projeft  fo  far  into  the  fea,  as 
to  hinder  their  progrefs.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to  betake  them- 
felves  again  to  the  more  inland  parts.  The  food  with  which  the  whale 
had  furnifhed  them  was  now  cxhaufted.  They  had  not,  however^ 
proceeded  far,  before  they  came  to  a  large  pond  of  water,  and  here 
they  determined  to  pafs  the  night.  Some,  therefore,  inftantly  fet  about 
looking  for  wood,  while  others  carefully  examined  the  banks  of  the 
Jjond,  in  hopes  of  finding  'fome  kind  of  fuftenance*  While  the  latter 
were  thus  employed,  they  luckily  found  a  great  number  of  land  crabs, 
fnails,  forril,  &c.  on  which  they  made  a  vesy  iatashdtoTy  meal»  and 
then  enjoyed  a  comfortable  night's  red. 

As  (oon  as  the  day  broke,  they  rofc  rcfrefhed,  and  again  continued 
their  march.  At  length  coming  to  a.  wood,  which  extended  a  long 
way  to  the  left,  towards  the  fea  fide ;  they  entered  the  (kirts  of  it,  and 
as  they  proceeded,  they  obfervcd  inany  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots* 
They  were  not  a  little  furprifed  at  this  circum (lance;  but  they  had 
fcarcely  got  through  jthe  wood,  when  their  furprifis  was  converted  into 
aftonirtiment  and  terror :  for  in  the  long  grafe  with  which  the  ground 
was  covered,  up  darted  thirty  or  forty  large  elephants*  At  a  lofs  v^h^. 
ther  to  re.treat  or  to  proceed,  they  ftood  for  fomc:  moments  in  a  flate  of 
fufpence :  however,  by  taking  a  circuit  of  about  a  hundred  yards,  they 
pa  (Fed  thefe  enormous  creatures  without  theiv  doin^tben»  any  injury^ 
or  following  thein* 

The  gvafs,  in  this  place,  Hynes  fuppofes^  might  be  a4)aut  eight  or 
nine  feet  high.  A  hqight  that  may  feem  fomcwhat  extraordinary  to 
perfons  not  acquainted  with  tropical  fituations  and  their  effeftsj,  but 
which  is  known,  by  thofc  who  have,  not  to  exceed  the  truth.  The 
author  had  heard,  before  he  was  himfelf  an  eye  wi^nefs  of  this  phe- 
nomenon, the  following  cirfcuraftance  relative  to  it,  from  a  gen- 
tleman, whofe  ingenious  works  the  world  have  been  long  acquainted 
with,  and  who  refided  a  confidcrable  time  in  Africa.  Being  one  day 
inclined  to  make  a  fhort  cut  acrofs  a  piece  of  land,  of  little  more  than 
an  acre  in  extent,  he  had  nearly*  lofl:  his.  life  in  the  atteni|>t.  What 
with  the  loftinefe  of  the  grafs,  and  the  extreme  heat  ©f  the  fui^  it  was 
with  the  utmofl  difficulty  that  he  accompliihed  hb  purpc^*.  When 
lie  opened  a  paffage  through  it  with  his  hands,  in  order  to  get  forward, 
excluded  as  he' was  from  the  air,  the  fun  fcorcked  him  almoft  to  mad- 
i-refs;     And  wRen-he  fuffered  it  to  reimdn  jn  an  ereft-ftate,  in  which  it 

formed 
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formed  a  canopy  -over  his  head,  he  was  almofl:  fuffocatcd  for  want  of 
breath ;  fo  that  his  prelervatLon  was  nearly  a  miracle. 

But  tp  return  to  the  fhip wrecked  travellers.  They  reached  the  Tea 
ihore  that  night,  but  the  tide  being  in,  they  could  procure  no  fhell 
fifli.  This  they  felt  very  feverely,  as  they  had  failed  a  long  while,  and 
bcfides,  were  totally  worn  out  with  fatigue.  By  fuch  an  extreme  of 
hunger  were  they  oppreffed,  that  tbofe  who  were  ftill  in  poiTeffion  of 
the  fhoes  they  had  made  out  of  the  fkin  of  the  young  bullock,  or  had 
prcferved  the  woro  out  pieces  of  them,  having  finged  the  hair  off, 
broiled  them;  and  of  this  unfavory  difh,  rendered  as  palatable  as  it 
could  be  made  by  fome  wild  celery  which  they  found  there,  the  whole 
party  partook. 

At  low  water  they  went  as  ufual  to  the  rocks  to  procure  fhell-fifh, 
and  as  they  proceeded  on,  they  often  perceived  evident  traces  that  the 
divifion  of  their  party  they  had  left  behind,  had  now  got  the  ftart  of 
them.  After  having  travelled  two  days  more,  they  fell  in  with  a  hunt- 
ing party  of  the  natives,  on  the  fea  fhore.  Thefe  men  were  diflinguifhed 
from  any  they  had  feen  before,  by  wearing  on  the  right  foot  a  kind  of 
fhoe^  which  they  ufed  in  hunting.  When  they  took  a  leap,  they 
bounded  from  that  foot,  and  in  doing  this  they  fhewed  great  dexterity. 
The  travellers  were  permitted  by  this  party  to  pafs  quietly  along  ;  and 
during  four  or  five  days  that  they  marched  through  this  diflrift,  though 
they  fell  in  with  many  villages,  and  faw  a  great  number  of  the  natives, 
they  were  not  in  the  leail  molefted. 

Soon  after  they  came  to  a  fmall  river,  which  they  fwam  over  ;  and 
the  lame  day  they  arrived  at  another.  Both  thefe  rivers  were  fait,  as 
were  likewifc  all  the  wells  which  they -dug  near  them;  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  to  allay  their  thirft  with  fuch  berries  as  they  could  find. 
In  three  or  four  days  they  came  to  a  more  barren  country,  the  natives 
of  which  appeared  to  be  poorer  than  thofe  they  had  hitherto  met  witlu 
They  had  no  cattle,  nor  any  thing  to  fubfid  upon,  but  what  they  pro- 
cured by  filhing  and  hunpng.  Here  the  travellers  encountered  innu* 
nierahle  difficulties.  Thefe  were  not,  however,  of  long  continuance, 
for  it- was  not  above  three  or  four  days  more  before  tkcy  reached  the 
nation  of  the  Cafirees,  which  they  found  to  be  a  populous  and  fine 
country. 

During  their  march  through*  this  nation,  they  one  day  faw  a  great 
number  of  the  natives,  (Hynes  believes  near  three  hundred)  exercifing 
themfelves  on  a  fine  gradual  flope,  iri  throwing  the  aflaygay  or  lance. 
Being  arranged  in  two  lines  on  oppofite  fides  of  the  lawn,  one  of  the 
men  rolled,  with  all  his  ftrength,  from  the  top  of  the  defccnt,  a  wooden 
ball ;  and  fo  expert  were  they,  that  in  it's  palTage  they  would  lodge 
their  lances  in  it* 

They  <:ontinuc4  their  march  through  the  whole  extent  of  this  fine 
country;  but  notwithftanding  it  abounded  in  cattle,  the  inhabitants 
would  neither  beftow  any  upon  them,  nor  fuffer  them  to  purchafe  any 
by  way  of  barter.  Nay,  fo  apprehenfive  were  the  natives  of  the  ftraU'- 
gets  ftcaling  their  cattle,  that  they  conftantly  drove  them  away  as  they 
approached  the  Kraals.  Nor  was  their  precaution  confined  to  thi^ 
point ;  wherever  the  Englifh  came,  they  were  driven  away  with  Aicks, 

B  b  a  ftonesj 
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ftones,  and  other  miffile  weapons :  So  that  all  the  food  they  were  abl^ 
to  obtain  was  fhell  fifh,  colleacd  from  the  fca  fide.  Without  this  rc- 
fource,  they  mud  lotig  lince  have  pcrifhed. 

As  there  fubfifted  at  this  time  an  inveterate  enmity  between  the 
CafFrecs  and  the  Dutch  colonifts,  who  had  treated  them  with  unparal- 
leled cruelty,  this  may  account  ifor  the  behaviour  of  the  former  to  the 
ihipwrecked  Englifti,  who,  being  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  Dutch, 
partook  of  their  refentment.  The  CafFrces  are  otherwife,  according  to 
M.  Vaillant,  a  humane  and  quiet  people.  *       ,      . 

About  three  or  four  days  after  this  our  people  came  to  a  river,.  an4 
as  foon  as  they  had  crofled  it,  were  met  by  a  party  of  the  natives,  one 
of  whom  had  a  piece  of  a  filver  buckle  belonging  to  the  fhip's  cook 
fluck  in  his  hair.  It  fcems  the  cook  had  bound  bits  of  cloth  about  his 
buckles  in  order  to  preferve  them,  as  he  fet  a  value  upon  them ;  but  it 
now  appeared  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  break  them  up  in  order  to 
barter  away,  for  food.  And  even  when  he  had  done  this,  (as  they  after- 
wards found)  he  was  difappointed,  for,  as  had  invariably  been  the  *cale, 
iexcept  in  the  inftance  of  the  young  bullock  before  mentioned,  no 
•fooner  was  the  price  depofitcd,  than  the  purchafe  was  With-held,  and 
our  people  driven  away, '  ■  ' 

In  the  fame  manner,  the  party,  with  whom  Hynes  was,  were  driven 
away  by  the  body  of  natives,  they  had  now  fallen  in  with,  and  obliged 
to  continue  their  march  till  near  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  coming  to 
a  plac^  where  there  was  a  little  wood  and  water,  they  repofed  themfdves, 
but  they  fet  off  again  before  it  was  light,  in  order  to  avoid  a  repetition 
of  the  ill  treatment  they  had  received  from  the  natives  the  preceding 
■  evening. 

About  twelve  o'clock  on  that  day,  they  came  to  a  place,  at  which, 
as  there  was  good  water,  with  a  probability  of  getting  plenty  of  ftiell- 
fifh,  and  where,  being  very  much  fatigued,  they  determined  to  fpend 
the  night.  They  did  fo,  bvit  the  rain  poured  down  fo  violently,  attended 
with  thunder  and  lightning,  that  four  of  them  were  obliged  to  hold 
their  canvafe  frocks  wer  the  fire  to  prevent  it  from  being  extinguifhcd. 
They  (laid  next  day  till  it  was  low  water,  as  well  to  get  fhell-fifli,  as 
*to  dry  their  cloaths,  which  had  been  thoroughly  foaked  by  the  rain  : 
fo  that  they  did  not  commence '  their  march  till  near  eleven  o'clock. 
About  four  they  arrived  at  a  large  village,  where  the  inhabitants  aflem- 
bling  together,  fet  upon  bur  people,  whom  they  treated  very  roughly. 
Several  of  them  Were  wounded  by  their  affailants,  and  among  others, 
Hynes,  received  a  wound  in  his  leg  from  a  lance,  the  fear  of  which 
was  vifible  when  I  met  with  him.  Another  had  his  fkull  fraftured, 
which  rendered  him  delirious ;  and  he  continued  fo  till  he  died ;  an 
event  that  foon  after  took  place. 

t    '      *  The  country  knowp  by  thf  general  denommation  of  Caffraria,  is  a  vtjy  extenGve 

•  region,    bounded  on  the  north  by  Nrero-Iand .  and  AbyiCniai  on  the  weft  by  part  of 

>  G^iiQca,  Congo,  and  the  fea ;  on  the  louth  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  on  the 

cafii  by  the  Tea.      It  is  divided  into  feveral  territories  and  kingdoms,  of  which  little  is 

known,  and   is  computed  to  be  700  miles  long,  and  660  broad.     But  the  pdrt  now 

inhabited  by  the  people  named  the  Caffrees,  is  much  more  confined,  it  extending  only 

iirom  about  hft  een  to  thirty  degree*  of  fouihcrn  iatitnde.     It  i»  however  more  populoti^ 

.  than  raany.Qtbcr  nations  in  Africa* 
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»  Hyncs  was  knocked  down,  and  being  fuppofcd  by  his  companions 
to  be  dead,  was  left  on  the  fpot.  He  remained  in  a  ftatc  of  infenfibility 
for  fomc  time.  At  length,  however,  he  recovered  ;  and  when  he  did 
fo,  the  natives  were  at  a  confiderable  diftance  oft,  and  his  countrymen 
totally  out  of  fight.  Remembering  from  the  face  of  the  country  the 
way  they  intended  to  purfue,  he  followed  as  expcditioufly  as  he  was 
able;  and  in  two  or  three  hours  came  up  with  the  party.  His  appeaf- 
tince  gave  great  fatisfaftion  to  his  companions,  who  concluded  that  he 
had  been  killed  by  the  favages,  but  they  were  very  happy  to  find  their 
miftake. 

from  this  time  they  faw  no  more  huts,  and  found  they  were  enters 
ing  on  a  very  large  fandy  defart.  After  travelling  feveral  days  upon  it, 
4hey  fell  in  with  three  of  the  natives,  who  feeing  our  people  acfvancc^ 
immediately  fled  into  the  country,  and  were  not  feen  again.  It  was 
now  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  they  could  procure  food,  the  fea 
fide  fddom  proving  rocky.  And  when  they  found  a  finall  reeif,  on 
which  there  was  a  probability  of  procuring  any  fhell-fifh^  they  were 
ptfhaps  obliged  to  wait  half  a  day  for  the  ebb  tide,  it  bei^  impoflible 
to  get  at  them  till  then. 

.    When  they  came  to  a  place  where  any  were  to  be  caught,  they  were  , 
very  afliduous  to  colle6l  as  many  together  as  they  could ;  they  then 
opened  them  Jn  the  fire,  and  taking  out  the  fifh,  put  the  whole  in  a 
cloth,  and  carried  them  by  turns. 

In  four  days  more  they  arrived  at  a  large  river,  which  they  after- 
wards learned  from  the  Dutch  was  named  Bofchifman's  river.  Here 
they  found  Thomas  Lewis,  who  being  fick,  had  been  left  behind  by 
the  ottier  party.  He  informed  them  that  he  had  travelled  inland^  and 
had  fallen  iti  with  many  huts,  at  one  of  which  he  had  got  fome  milk, 
and  at  another  beaten.  He  added,  that  reaching  the  place  where  he 
now  was,  he  had  found  himfelf  fo  weak,  and  the  river  fo  wide,  that 
he  knew  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  attempt  to  crofs  it,  or  indeed  to 
bear  any  more  hardfliip  or  fatigue.  He  was  therefore,  he  faid,  deter- 
mined to  return  to  the  neareft  Kraal,  as  the  natives  could  but  kill  him, 
and  he  was  fure  to  die  if  he  proceeded.  In  vain  did  his  companions 
flrivc  to  get  the  better  of  this  prepoffeflion.  They  would  have  per- 
fuaded  him  to  hold  up  his  head,  and  look  for^^rd  with  i  hope  of  out 
living  his  prcfcnt  hardfhips,  and  getting  at  lafl  fafe  to  the  Cape.  But 
all  their  encouragement  was  ineffc6lual ;  both  his  body  and  his  fpiiits 
were  fo  broken-down,  and  his  cup  of  life  fo  imbittered  by  fuch  a  long 
fucccfiion  of  hardfhips,  that  defpair  found  him  an  eafy  prey  ;  In  fpite  of 
all  their  intreatics  he  went  back  to  the  natives,  and  moft  probably 
found  there  a  fpecdy  termination  of  his  woes. 

Our  people  loitered  near  the  fca  fhore,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with 
fomc  kind  of  fuftenance,  when  to  their  great  joy  they  were  fortunate 
enough  to  find  another  dead  whale.  Their  flock  of  provifions  being 
thus  replenifhed,  they  halted  where  they  were  two  days,  which  very 
much  refrefhed  them.  During  this  period  they  cut  the  flefh  of  the 
.  whale,  as  ufual,  into  junks,  and  taking  as  much  with  them  as  they 
could  well  carry,  croffed  the  river  on  catamarands.  They  now  once 
more  loft  fight  of  the  natives  and  their  huts,  and  were  kept  in  conti- 
nual alarms  by  the  wild  beafts,  whofe  inceflant  bowlings  in  tho^  night 
greatly  difturbcd  and  terrified  them.  For  thefe  parts  were  more  parti- 
cularly infcftcd  than  any  they  had  hitherto  palTcd  through.  On . 
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On  the  fourth  day  after  they  had  paffcd  the  river,  they  came-up^ 
ftbout  noon,  with  the  little  boy,  and  the  fhip's  ileward.  From  them 
they  learnt,  that  the  evening  before  they  had  buried  the  cooper  in  the 
land,  at  no  great  diftance.  Hynes  having  a  curiofity  to  fee  J:hc  place, 
the  fteward  accompanied  him.  BuJt  t;o  their  great  furprize  and  horror, 
they  found  that  lome  carniverous  animal  had  taken  up  the  body^  and 
carried  it  off.  They  were  convinced  of  this  by  traces  in  the  fand,  for 
at  lead  half  2  mile  through  which  the  creature  had  dragged  the  cocpfib 
in  a  very  irregular  manner.  • 

They  alfo  could  plainly  diftinguifh,  by  the  veiliges  of  thefe  raveu- 
rus  beads  on  the  fand,  the  manner  in  which  they  prowl  in  the  night 
jfi>r  their  prey :  As  they  fcent  along  the  ground,  it  could  be  difcerned, 
that  they  turn  aiide  to  every  ftone  and  ftump  of  a  tree,  in  order  to  ex- 
amine whether  it  would  be  productive  of  any  thing  to  fatisfy  their  ap- 
petite. Hyncs's  party  prefented  the  Reward  and  the  ehiM  with  feme  o£ 
the  fleih  of  the  whale,  which  they  eat,  .  and  were  much  refrefhed. 
They  now  all  proceeded  together,  and  continued  to  do  fo  for  eight  or 
ten  days.  How  the  youth  was  able  to  hold  out  for  fo  long  a  time,  and 
^ rough  fo  many  difficulties,  muft  excite  the  wonder  of  every  one.. 

They  came  to  a  point  of  rocks,  and  as  their  whale  was 'by  this  tinae 
wholly  expended,  they  thought  it  proper  to  go  round  the  edge  to  fearch 
for  wliat  fuftcnancc  the  fea  mi^ht^fford.  This  they  did,  but  it  took 
up  fo  much  time,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fleep  upon  the  rocks, 
T^'hcre  they  could  ohly  procure  fuch  water  as  was  brackilh. 

In  the  .morning  the  fteward  and  child  were  taken  ill,  and  being  ua- 
able  to  proceed,  they  requeflcd  the  reft  of  the  party  to  continue  where 
they  were  that  day.  This  was  readily  confented  to.  The  next  day 
they  all  found  them felves  difordered,  through  the  extreme  coldnefs  of 
the  rock  on  which  they  flept,  againft  which,  the  little  cloathing  they  now 
had  was  not  fufficient  to  defend  them.  This,  as  may  naturally  be  fup- 
pafcd,  muft  greatly  affe6l  men,  broken  down  with  fatigue  and  anxiety, 
as  they  were. 

The  fteward  and  child  ftill  continuing  ill,  our  people  agreed  to  ft:ay 
another  day,  and,  if,  at  the  expirati^  of  that  time,  they  fliould  not 
be  better,  they  would  be  under  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  leaving  them 
'  fi^hind.  Their  humanity,  however,  was  not  put  to  this  feverc  teft  ; 
iwr  in  the  courie  of  the  night  the  poor  child  refigned  his  byeath,  and 
^.  4.  Tea  fed  any  longer  to  ftiare  with  his  companions  in  their  fatigues,  and 
ibrrowji. 

Having  prepared  early  in  the  morning  whatever  they  could  raufter 

^     for  breakfaft,  they  intended  to  have  called  him  to  partake  df  it  as  foon 

.*       as  all  was  rcady>  being  willing  to  allow  his  tender  frame  as  much  indul- 

•    $ence  as  pofiible.     They  had  left  him,  as  they  fuppofed,  afleep,  near 

the  fire,  around  which  they  had  all  refted  during  the  night.     But  what 

wa&  their  furprife,  when  they  found  that  his  foul  had  taken  its  flight 

into  another  wwld  I  • 

'  The  witneffes.  of  this  affefting  fcene  being  no  lonj;er  able  to  render 
liira  any  alTiftance,  they  beftowed  a  laft  figh  on  the  departed  innocent, 
and  leaving  him  in  the  place  where  the  cold  hand  of  death  had  arrefted 
hixoy,'  moved  on*    The  fteward,  who  ftill  continued  ill,  did  not  find 

his 
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his  iUnefe  or  his  forrows  alleviated  by  this  frefti  af&idion ;  on  the  con- 
trazy,  the  lofs  of  a  young  peribn  he  fo  much  valued^  and  who  had  lb 
long  been  the  objed:  of  his  /tenderefb  care,  nearly  ovorwheimed  him, 
and  it'  was  with  the  utmod  difficuhy  his  companions  got  him  along« 
Tbey^  however,  did  get  on,  and  had  walked  about  two  houts^  when 
Robert  Fitzgerald  aflced  for  a  (hell  of  water:  Hynes  complied  with 
his  requeft,  and  he  drank  it  with  great  avidity,  -r^  He  then  afked  fot 
another  {bell  full,  which  having  received  and  drank  ^th  equarrelidi, 
he  laid  himfelf  down,  and  inilantly  expired*  His  companions  left  this 
man  likewife  on  the  fpot  where  he  died,  and  departj^  without  being 
much  fhocked  at  the  event ;  as  every  one  of  tlicm  was  now  worn  out 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  rather  confidered  fuch  a  deliverance  as  a 
confummation  devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  than  to  be  dreaded. 

As  they  proceeded,  another  of  the  party,  William  Fruel,  complained 
of  his  being  very  weak.  Having  {aid  this,  he  fab  down  upon,  the  fand 
by  the  fea  fide.  Here  his  companions,  compelled  by  ncceffity,  left 
him,  and  went  on,  in  order  to  fcek  for  wood  and  water,  telling  him, 
that  if  they  could  find  either,  they  would  return,  that  he  might  pw- 
take  of  the  benefit.  At  fome  little  diftancc  they  turned  their  eyes  back, 
and  faw  that  he  was  crawling  after  them.  And  having  fought  in  vain 
for  a  comfortable  refhng  place,  they  likewife  were  obliged  to.  lay  them- " 
felves  down  on  the  fand  for  the  night,  without  having  been  able  to  &nd 
a  drop  of  water. 

RecoUefting  the  fituation  of  Fruel,  one  of  the  party  went  hack  to 
^  if  he  could  get  him  on..  But  notwith^landing  the  perfon  went. 
within  view  of  the  place  where  the  had  left  him,  ho  was  not  to  b& 
feen :  and  they  all  concluded,  that  as  he  had  nothing  to  (heher  c^  pro* 
te£l  him,  the  wild  beafls  had  carried  him  off.  As.foon  as  day  light  ap* 
pcared,  they  proceeded  on  their  journey ;  and  as  they  had  had  no 
water  fince  the  middle  of  the  foregoing  day,  they  fuffered  exceedin^y 
from  thirft.  The  glands  of  their  throats  and  mouths  were  much 
fwoolcnj  and  at  length  they  were  neccffitatcd  to  drink  their  own  water. 

[^  To  t€  cantinu/sd*  ] 


An  Account  of  the    DEATH  .     , 

Of  Mr.  THOMAS  HANBY,  Minister  of  the  Gospel.* 

To    THE    EDITOR. 

Nottingham,  Jan,ii,  ij^/* 
Dear  Si*-,  ^i: 

AS  thie  Friends  of  ouf  much  ^fiecmed  Brother  and  faithful 
miniftecof  Christ,  Mr.  Han  by,  will  wtfh  to  fee  fome  ac- 
count of  his  removal  from  our  world,  to  the  regions  of  immortal 
Glory;  where  the  ferv^nts  of  Jesus  reft  from  their  labours,  ijje 
following  particuiara  will  undwbtedly  be  acceptable  to  them,  as 
well  as  to  many  of  your  Readers. 

♦Mr.  Hakby*«  ExpcricnoE  wa»publiihcd  inthc1!!ur^  Vclamc  of   the  Metko* 
WIT  Ma#asi,ib,  for  i7do^  page  53*, 
•  -  On 
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I  .  .'On  Chrlftruas-day   laft,  Mr.  Han bV  expounded  part  of  the 

fecond  chapter  of  St»  Luke's  Gofpd,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 

!  ing,  in  the  Chapei  at  Nottingham  :     In  the  forenoon  he  preached 

!  tipon  liaiah  ix.  6,  **  His  name  (ball  be  called  Wonderful,  Coun«^ 

I  fellor:"     And  in  the  evening,  from    i  Tim.  iii.  16,  "Without 

controverfy,  great  is  the  myiiery  of  godlinefs."     Little  did  thofe 

wt)p  heard  him  think,  that  this  was  ihe  laft  time  that  he  was  to 

tear  a  public  teftimony  for  his  biefled   Mafter,  yet  fo  it  proved. 

'O  how  neceflary  to  be  always  ready.  "Bteffed  is  that  fervant  who 

when  his  Lord  cometh  (hall  be  found  watching."     He   alfo   met 

four  or  five  clafles  the  fame  day.  I  hope  that  the  people  to  wHora 

i\e  fpoke,  will  not  foon  forget  the  inflruftions  he  then  gave  them. 

In  the  evening  he  was  fatigued  and  not  well ;  and  next  morning 

much  worfe.  • 

On  Monday  forenoon  he  had  a  violent  pain  in  his  (lomacb, 
owing,  as  was  fuppofed,  to  the  galUfiones  not  pafling  ;  (a  diforder 
.to  which  he  was  fubjeS,)  he  made  ufe  of  fome  medicines  which 
.were  prefcribed  for  him  when  he  was  taken  ill  of  the  fame  com- 
^plaint,  at  the  la  ft  London  Conference.  On  Monday  evening  and 
-Tuefday,  he  thought  hiniifelf  fomething  better.  Do£lor  Marfden 
-was  fent  for^  who  had  been  ufeful  to  him  when  ill  of  the  fame 
diforder  before.  The  DoSor  prefcribed  feveral  things  for  hiro» 
'but  alas  all  was  in  vaiit ! 

When  I  came  home  to  fee  my  family  on  Wednefday,  I  found 
Mr.  Hanby  exceeding  ill   indeed^  But  he  did  not  complain  of 

fain  ;  he  was  much  opprefled  with  ftupor,  and  yet  quite  fenfible. 
n  the  afternoon,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopper,  minifter  of  the  Baptifl 
congregation  in  Noitingham,  called  to  fee  him.  Mr.  Hopper  faid, 
**  I  hope  you  find  that  Saviour  whom  you  have  preached  to  others, 
to  be  your  fupport  now?"  Mr.  Hanby  replied,  "  I  find  my 
*truffi  is  in  the  Lord;  but  I  do  not  enjoy  much  fenfible  comfort  ;*• 
and  complained  of  being  opprefled  with  heavinefs.  The  fame 
kind  Friend  called  again  on  Tburfday  afternoon,  and'faid,  "  Mr. 
Hanby,  I  wifh  you  every  blefling  which  I  (hpuld  wifli  to  enjoy 
inyfelf,  if  I  was  in  your  utuation." 

^    -On  Wedncfday  evenings  feeing  his  a(Fe£lionate  partner  id  dif* 

trefs,  he  faid,  "  God  will  be  a  father  to  tbe  faiherlefs.  and  a 

hufband  to  the  widow  ;**  and  foon  after,  '•  I  have  left, my  all  with 

,Qod."     ••  What  ftiould  I  do,  if  I  had  my  religion  to  feek  now^." 

Speaking  of  the  grave,  he  faid,    "  There  the  weary  are  at  reft*** 

On  Thurfday  in  the  forenoon  he  was  much  engaged  in  prayer: 

And  we  alfo  were  exercifed  in  the  fame  way  in  his  behalf,  chiefly 

that  the  Lord  would  fpare  his  faithful  fervant  a  little  longer  among 

'US,  .if  this  might   be  for  his  glory.     I  a^ed  him  feveraktime»«  if 

J  he  found  the  Lord  nearer  to  himji  he  grew  weaker,  and  he  always 

anfwered,  **  Yes."     He  .exhorted  his  daughter  Jane  to   feek  an 

^^nfeieft  in  Chrift  ;  andtl^e  two  younger  children,  carae^nd  iu({ed 

their  dying  parent,  "•  '    . 

J        *  In 
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In  the  evening  Dr.  Taft  called  to  fee  him,  and  faid,  "  M/  good 
Sir,  how  are  you  ?  !'  He  anfwered,  "  I  am  departing  :  But  I 
have  fodght  the  good  Fight."  Being  now  exceeding  weak,  it  was 
\^ith  great  difficulty  that  he  pronounced  the  laft  words.  We  faw, 
with  the  greateft  concern,  that  his  diffolution  was  haflening  on 
very  faft,  and  deeply  afFefled  as  we  were.  Brother  Lowe  and  me 
fpent  fome  time  in  foiemn  prayer,  that  the  Lord  would  accompany 
his  dear  fervant  ihrougl)  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death  ;  that  a 
convoy  of  Angels  might  b^  fent  to  conduft  him  to  the  Paradife  of 
God,  and  that  an  abundant  entrance  might  be  adminiftered  to  him 
into  the  peaceful  regions  of  everlafling  day.  O  what  a  foiemn 
feafon  of  Love  was  this!  The  power  of  the  H'eheft  overftia- 
dowed  us,  and  the  glory  of  God  filled  the  place.  We  all  foun,d 
ourfefves  brought  near  the  gates  of  Heaven  ! 
*  A  few  moments  after  we  arofe  from  our  k^iees,  and  were  watch* 
ittg  to  fee  this  blefled  man  draw  bis  laft  breathy  he  quietly,  with- 
out  a  figh  or  groan,  Celt  afleep.  Thus  the  benevolent  and  meek 
Thomas  Han  by  left  this  vale  of  tears,  on  Thurfday,  a  little 
after  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  December  the  29th,  1796,  aged 
63  years. 

His  body  was  commuted  to  the  ground  on  the  cd  of  January, 
in  the  Chapel,  attended  by  a  crowded  aflembly.  Had  the  men  of 
the  world  feen  all  the  tears  that  were  Oied  for  this  man  of  G  >d, 
they  might  have  faid  with  great  propriety,  "  Behold  how  they 
loved  him  1 "  The  good  Lord  fanBify  his  removal  to  us  all. 
I  remain  your's  afie£lionately, 

T.  Bartholomew. 

The  removal  of  thojfc  who  hare  been  eminent  for  piety  and 
ufefulnefs  in  the  Church,  is  an  event  which  will  deeply  affcft  the 
miods  of  all  who  fincerely  wifli  the  profperity  of  Sion ;  and  more 
efpeci^lly  when  we  have  been  iptimately  acquainted,  and  clofely 
united  to  fuch  men  of  God.  Ever  fince  I  beard  of  the  death  of 
my  highly  cfteemed  Friend  and  Brother,  Mr.  Hanby,  I  h^ve  felt 
what  I  cannot  exprefi^.  I  am  much  concerned  on  account  of  his 
amiable  widow  and  children,  as  their  lofs  mull  be  very  great. 
But  my  grand  concern  is  for  the  Chyrch.  When  thofe  are  taken 
away  who  have  long  been  pillars  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  we 
may  well  tremble  for  the  people.  -  It  is  true,  the  Lord  has  the  re- 
fidue  of  the  Spirit  in  his  own  hand,  and  he  can  pour  it  forth  upon 
whomfoever  he  will  :  And  it  is  alfo  true,  that  thofe  faithful  fer. 
vants  of  God,  have  finiftied  their  lyork  upon  earth,  they  have 
died  happy  in  the  Lord,  and  left  a  good  teilimony  behind  them, 
and  for  this  we  ought  to  praife  his  Name :  But  when  we  confider 
the  lofs  which  the  Church  Culbins  when  fuch  long-tried  and  cmi- 
nemly  faithful  Preachers  of  the  Word  are  called  away,  we  cannol 
but  latncnt  their  lofs. 
Vol,  XX.  April,  1797.  *     4  I  hav^ 
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I  h«vc  known  Mr.  Han  BY  well,  for  ttear  forty  years,  and  have 
been  particularly  intimate  with  him  for  the  laft  twelve  years,  there* 
fore  I  can  teftify  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  he  was  aman  of 
a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit.  He  bore  the  burthen  and  the  beat  of  the 
day,  and  patienily  endured  all  the  perfecution,  reproach,  and  con- 
tempt, that  an  ignorant  world  could  cad  upon  him.  His  natural 
temper  was  remarkably  mild,  I  believe  hardly  any  one  ever  faw 
him  moved  with  any  thing  like  anger,  or  heard  a  raOi  or  unguarded 
vord  drop  from  his  iips.  Yet,  notwithftanding  his  eafy  and  oblig- 
ing dlfpofition,  where  the  caufe  of  God  and  of  a  good  confcience 
were  concerned,  he  was  firm  as  a  rock.  During  the  forty*tbree 
years  that  he  travelled  and  preached  the  gofpel,  I  believe,  no  one 
can  fay,  that  there  was  a  blot  upon  his  charaSer,  or  even  heard 
any  complaint  againd  him,  unlefs  it  was  for  being  too  condefcend-* 
ing  and  good  natured  in  matters  of  dlfcipline,  or  too  zealous  in 
introducing  the  Sacrament  among  us. 

He  certainly  was  botli  an  acceptable,  and  a  very  ufeful  preacher, 
and  ujilverfally  beloved  by  the  people.  When  he  firft  vifited 
Scotland,  the  Lord  greatly  bleHed  his  labours,  particularly  afc 
Dundee.  For  a  confiderable  time  before  he  went  to  that  place, 
the  inhabitants  had  been  alarmed  by  an  uncommon  bright  (hinir)g 
Light,  which  appeared  every  night  on  a  piece  of  ground  near  the 
town.  Mr.  Hanby,  without  any  previous  knowledge  of  that  cir^ 
cumftance,  happened  to  fix  his  pulpit  upon  the  very  fpot  where 
the  light  had  been  fee n,  which  drew  the  attention  of  the  inhabit 
tants,  and  greatly  increafed  his  congregations. 

Mr.  Hanby  was  in  his  day,  a  burning  and  a  Ihining  Light  ;  but 
he  is  now  no  longer  an  inhabitant  of  our  vale  of  tears  !  Indeed, 
the  firft  generation  of  Methbdifts;  both  people  and  preachers,  are 
almoft  aU  gone  to  their  eternal  reft.  Very  few  are  left  behind, 
forgive  me.  Brethren,  if  on  this  occafion  I  drop  a  tear,  and  in 
the  fulnefs  of  my  heart  pray.  That  a  double  portion  of  that  Spirit 
which  inBuenced  the  nrft  Methodift  Preachers,  may  reft  upoa 
you,  who  are  likely  to  be  their  fucceffors.  Permit  one,  who  moft 
fincercly  loves  you,  but  who  will  fliortly  follow  Mr.  Hanby,  to 
intreat  you,  by  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  and  by  the  love  you 
bear  to  his  bleflfed  Caufe,  to  labour  with  all  your  might  in  main* 
taining  the  Life  and  Power  of  Godliness,  both  in  your  own 
fouls  and  ihofc  who  hear  you. .  PromQte  old  genuine  Methodifm, 
which  ftanJs  in  tfic  renewal  of  the  foul  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
holinefs.  Remember,  Brethren,  that  the  whole  weight  of  the 
caufe  of  God  will  very  foon  reft  upon  your  flioulders  ;  and  fcri^ 
oufly  confider,  bow  much  will  then  depend  upon  your  walking 
clofely  with  God,  upon  that  ftate  of  mind  in  which  you  live  in 
his  fight,  and  labour  in  his  Vineyard.  How  happy  will  it  be  for 
you,  and  how  well  for  the  people,  if  you  daily  experience,  and 
upon  good  ground  can  fay,  with  the  holy  Apoflle,  ••  I  am  cruci« 
fied  with  Chrift;  neveithdefs  I  livej  yet  uot  l^  but  CJvift  li^eife 
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in  me :  And  the  life  I  now  live  ift  the  body,  I  live  by  the  faith  of 
ffee  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave  himfelf  for  mc.'* 
Many  eyes  are  upon  you,  and  you  haVe  ftill  numerous  enemies  to 
contend  with :  For  notwithftanding  outward  perfecution  is  in  a 
great  meafure  ceafed,  fo  that  your  opponents  are  not  fo  furious  is 
they  once  were,  yet  they  are  not  lefs  fubtile  and  dangerous :  There^ 
fore  you  have  ftill  need  of  the  whole  arinour  of  God,  that  through 
his  ftrength  you  may  conquer  all  that  oppofe  you. 

You  fee  one  and  another  of  thofc  venfrrablemen,  who  afied 
the  part  of  Fathers  toward  you,  are  called  away  ;  and  thofe  who 
now  ftahd  at  the  helm  will  foon  follow  them.  I  know  not  how 
your  minds  may  be  affcfled  with  thefc  things,  but  I  aflure  you,  I 
feel  what  I  cannot  exprefs. 

The  death  of  our  valuable  friend  has  brought  to  my  rehieni- 
brance  che  lines  that  Dr.  Watts  wrote  on  the  death  of  a  great  and 
good  man,  and  which,  I  think^  with  a  little  alteration,  may  be  ap^ 
piied  to  Mr.  Hanby.  - 

Great  Gouge  to  dud !    How  awful  is  tlie  found  ! 
How  vaft  the  ftroke  is  !  and  how  wide  the  wound  1 
Yea,  His  a  vaft  unconimon  Death  I 

Vea,  'tis  a  wound  immeafurably  wide  ; 
No  vulgar  mortal  died 
When  he  refign'd  his  breath. 

The  Mufe  that  mourns  a  nation's  fallt 

Should  wail  at  Gouge's  Funeral, 

Should  mingle  majefty  and  groans. 

Such  as  Ihe  fings  to  finking  thrones. 

And  in  deep*founding  numbers  tell. 
How  SioN  trembled  when  this  Pillar  fdl ! 

SioK  grows  weak,  and  England  poor ; 

Nature  herfelf  with  all  her  ftore 
Can  furnifli  fuch  a  pomp  for  Death  no  Jtiov^k 

Ye  remnants  of  the  facrfed  tribe 
Who  feel  the  lofs,  come  (hare  the  fmart^ 

And  mix  your  groans  with  mine  : 
Where  is  the  tongue  that  can  dcfcribe, 
Infinite  things  with  equal  art, 
Or  language  fo  divine  ? 

I  am  your  very  a{fc£lioiiate  Brotlier^    . 

J.  ?AWSON. 

C  c  a  LETTER 
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fROM   THE  BuHo^  OF  LANDAFF  to  THOMAS  PAII^EL 

[  Concluded  from  page  140.  ] 

ISAIAH  \ai%  a  greater  (hare  of  your  abufe  than  any  other  writer 
in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the  reafon  of  it  is  obvious,  — the 
p  ophecies  of  Ifaiah  have  received  fuch  a  full  and  circumftantial 
completion,  that,  unlefs  yod  can  perfuade  yourfcif  to  confider  the 
Whole  book  (a  Tew  hiflorical  fketches  excepted)  "  as  one  conti- 
nued  bombaftical  rant,  full  of  extravagant  metaphori  withcFUt  ap- 
plication, and  deftitute  of  meaning/'  you  muft  of  neceffity  allow 
h*s  divine  authority.  You  compare  the  burden  of  Babylon,  the 
burden  of  Moab,  the  burden  of  Damafcus,  and  the  other  dentin* 
ciations  of  the  prophet  againft  cities  and  kingdoms,  to  "the  ftory 
of  the  knight  of  the  burning  mountain,  the  ftory  of  CinderiU^i, 
&c."  I  may  have  read  thefe  ftories,  but  1  remember  nothing  ot 
the  fubjefts  of  them ;  I  have  read  alfo  Ifaiah's  burden  of  Baby-. 
Ion,  and  I  have  compared  it  with  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Ba- 
bylon, and  the  comparifon  has  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  my 
mind,  that  it  will  never  be  effaced  .from  my  menyjry.  I  fhall 
never  ceafc  to  believe  that  the  Eternal  alone,  by  whom  things 
future  are  more  diftinflly  known,  than  paft  or  prefent  things  are 
by  man,  that  the  eternal  God  alone,  could  have  diflated  to 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  the  fubjefl  of  the  burden  of  Babylon* 

The  latter  part  of  the  44th,  and  the  beginning  of  the  45  b 
chapter  of  Ifaiah,  are,  in  your  opinion,  fo  far  from  being  written 
by  Ifaiah,  that  they  could  only  have  been. written  by  fome.perfon 
%vho  lived  at  leaft  150  years  after  Ifaiah  was  dead  :r— theft 
chapters,  you  go  on,  "  are  a  compliment  to  Cyrus,  who  permitted 
s  the  Jews  to  Return  to '  Jerufalem  from  the  Babylonian  captivity 
above  1^0  years  after  tiie  death  of  Kaiah:"— -and  is  it  forlthis, 
fir,  that  you  accufe  the  church  of  audacity,  and  the  prieits.  of  ig- 
ivorance,  in  impofing,  as  you  call  it,  this  book  upon  the  world  as 
the  writing  of  Ifaiah?  What  (hall  be  faid  of  you,  who,  either 
defignedly  or  igrioranily,  reprefent  one  of  the  moft  clear  and  im. 
portant  prophecies  in  the  Bible;  as  an  hiflorical  compliment,  writ- 
ten  above  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  dealh  of  the  pro- 
phet? We  contend,  fir,  that  this  is  a  Prophecy  and  not  aii 
Hiftory;  that  God  called  CvRys  by  his  name ;  declared  .that  he 
ihould  conquer  Bdbylon ;  and  dcfcribed  the  means  by  which  he 
fliould  do  it,  above  100  years  before  Cyrus  was  born,  and  when 
there  was  no  probability  of  fuch  an  event.  Porphyry  could  not 
refill  the  evidence  o\  DmicVs  prophecies,  but  by  faying,  'that 
they*  were  forged  after  the  events  predifted  had  taken  place  \  VoU 
iairt  could  not  refill  the  evidence  of  the  prediQion  of  Jtfus^ 
concerning  the  dcflruftion  of  Jerufalem,  but  by  faying,  that  the 
account  was  wiitien  after  Jerufalem  had  been  deftroyed ;  and  you, 
at  length,  (though,  for  ought  I  know,  you  may  have  had  prede- 
cc4Ipri  m  this  preiumption,)  unabU  to  refill  the  evidence  of  Ifaiah^ 

prophecies. 
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fJTOpWics,  contend,  thai  ihey  ace  bombaflic?!  rant,  without  ap- 
plication, though  the  application  is  circumftamial ;  and  defiitute 
ef  meaning,  though  the  meaning  u  fo  obvious  that  it  cannot  be 
mitf^k^ ;  and  that  one  of  the  moil  remarkable  of  them  is  not  a 
prophecy,  but  an  hiftorica!  compliment  written  afier  the  event. 
We  will  not,  (ir,  give  up  Daniel  and  St.  Matthew  to  the  impu^ 
dent  aflertioRSof  Porphyry  and  Voltaire,  nor  will  we  give  up 
Ifaiah  to  your  aflertion.  Proof,  proof  is  what  we  require,  ai^  _ 
not  aflertion :  we  will  not  relinquifli  our  religion,  in  obedience  to 
yoar  abufive  aflertion  refpefting  the  Prophets  of  God.  Th«t. 
the  wonderful  abfurdity  of  this  hypothefis  may  be  more  obvious  to 
you,  I  beg  you  to  confider  that  Cyrus  was  a  Perfian,  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  religion  of  his  country,  and  was  probably  addifi:e4 
to  the  magian  fuperilition  of  two  independent  Beings,  equal  ia 
power  but  different  in  principle,  one  the  author  of  light  and  of 
all  good,  the  other  the  author  of  darknefs  and  all  evil.  Now  is  it 
probable  that  a  captive  Jew,  meaning  to  compliment  the  gfeateft 
prince  in  the  world,  (hould  be  fo  fiupid  as  to  tell  the  prince  that 
his  religion  was  a  lief  **  I  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  etfc*, 
"*  I  form. the  tight  and  create  darknefs^  I  make  peace  and  create 
•*  evil,  1  the  Lord  do  all  thefe  things.*^' 

But  iLyou  will  perfevere  in  believing  that  the  prophecy  con- 
cerning Cyrus  was  written  after  the  event,  perufe  the  burden  of 
Babylon  ;  was  that  alfo  written  after  the  event  ?  Were  the  Medes 
ihtn  flif red  up  againfl  Babylon  ?  Was  Babylon,  ll>e  glor)'  of  tbcj 
kingdoms^  the  beautv  of  the  Chalde^s,  thtn  ovenhrown/and  be-: 
come  as  ^odorn  and  Gomorrah?  Was  it  then  uninhabited? 
Was  it  thtn  neither  fit  for  the  Arabian's  tent  nor  the  Ihcpherds 
fold  ?  Did  the  wild  b«afts  of  the  defert  ihtn  lie  there  ?  Did 
the.  wild  beads  of  the  iflands  then  cry  in  their  defolate  houlcs,' 
and  dragons  in  their  .pleafant  palaces  ?  Were  Nebuchadnezzar 
and  Belffiazzar,  the  fon  and  the  grandfon,  then  cut  off?  Was 
Babylon  thtn  become  a  pofleflion  of  the  bittefn,  and  pools  of 
water  ?  Was  it  then  fwept  with  the  befom  of  deflruciion,  fo 
fwept  that  the  world  knows  not  now  where  to  find  it  ? 

I  am  unwilling  to  attribute  bad  defigns,  deliberate  wickednef^ 
to  you,  or  to  any  man  ;  I  cannot  avoid  believing,  that  you  think 
you  have  truth  on  your  fide,  and  that  you  arq  doing  fervice  to 
mankind  in  endeavouring  to  root  out  what  you  efleem  fuperftiticn. 
What  I  blame  you  for  is  this  —  that  you  have  attempted  to  lefTcn 
the  authority  of  the  Bible  by  ridicule,  more  than  by  reafon  ;  that 
you  have  brought  forward  every  petty  objeftion  which  y^ur  inge- 
nuity could  difcover,  or  your  induftry  pick  up,  from  the  writings 
of  others;  and  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  anfwefS  which 
have  been  repeatedly  given  to  thefe  objeftions,  you  urge  and  en." 
force  them  as  if  they  were  new.  There  is  certainly  fome  novelty, 
at  leaft  in  your  manner,  for  you  go  beyond  all  others  in  boldnefs 
of  alfertion,  and  in  profanenefs  of  argumentation;  Bolingbroke' 
and  Voltaire  muft  yield  the  palm  of  Jcurrility  to  Thomas  Paine  J 
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Permit  me  to  ftate  to  you,  what  would,  in  my  opinion,  h^ft^ft 
;  been  a  better  mode  of  proceeding  ;  better  fuited  to  the  cbarBiBer 
of  an  boneft  man,  fincere  in  bis  endeavours  to  fearcbotit  truth* 
Sucb  a  man,Jn'  reading  the  Bible,  would,  in  the  fir  ft  p!ace,  ex* 
amine  whether  the  Bible  attributed  to  the  Supreme  Bfcing  any  at. 
tributes  repugnant  to  holinefs,  truth,  justice,  goodnefs  ;  whetber 
it  reprefented  him  as  fubje6>  to  human  infirmities;  whether  it  ex- 
cluded him  from  the  government  of  the  world,  or  affigned  the 
origin  of  it  to  chance,  and  an  eternal  conflift  of  atoms.  Finding 
Bothing  of  this  kind  in  the  Bible,  (for  the  deftruftion  of*  the 
Canaaniies  by  his  exprefs  command,  I  have  (bewn  not  to  be  re- 
*pugnant  to  his  moral  juftice,)  he  would  in  the  fecon<l  place,  con* 
fider  that  the  Bible  being,  as  to  many  of  it's  parts,  a  very  old 
book,  and  written  by  various  authors,  and  at  different  and  diflant 
periods,  there  might,  probably,  occur  fome  difficiiUies  and  apparetiC 
contradiftions  in  the  hiftorical  part  of  it;  he  would  endeax'Our  to 
lemove  thefe  difficulties,  to  reconcile  thefe  apparent  con  trad  ifiiion^^^ 
by  the  rules  of  fuch  found  criticifrn  as  he  would  ufe  in  examining 
the  contents  of  any  other  book;  and  if  he  found  that  mod  of 
Aem  were  of  a  trifling  nature,  arifing  from  ftiort  additions  inferted 
into  the,  text  as  explanatory  and  fupplemental,  or  from  mifiake^ 
and  omiffions  of  tranfcribers,  he  would  infer,  that  all  the  reft 
were  capable  of  being  accounted  for,  though  he  was  not  able  to 
do  it ;  and  he  would  be  the  more  willing  to  make  this  conceffion, 
from  obferving,  that  there  ran  through  the  whole  book  an  harmony 
and  connexion,  utteily  inconfiftent  with  every  idea  of  forgery 
and  deceit.  HiC  would  thetr;  in  the  third  place,  obferve,  that  the 
miraculous  and  hiftorical  parts  of.  this  book  were  fo  intermixed, 
that  they  couJd  not  be  feparated  ;  that  they  muft  either  both  be 
true,  or  both  falfe ;  and  from  finding  that  the  hiftorical  part  was 
as  well  or  better  authenticated  than  that  of  any  other  hiftory,  he 
would  admit  the  miraculous  part ;  and  to  confirm  himfelf  in  this 
belief,  he  would  advert  to  the  prophecies;  well  knowing  that  the 
prediftion  of  things  to  come,  was  as  certain  a  proof  of  the  divine 
interpofition,  as  the  performance  of  a  miracle  could  be.  If  he 
fliould  find,  as  he  certainly  would,  that  many  ancient  prophecies 
bad  been  fulfilled  in  all  their  circumftances,  and  that  fome  were 
fulfilling  at  this  very  day,  he  would  not  fuffer  a  few  feeming  or 
real  difficulties  to  overbalance  the  weight  of  this  accumulated  evi- 
dence-for  the  truih  of  (he  Bible.  Such,  I  prefume  to  think, 
would  be  a  proper  conduft  in  all  ihofe  who  are  defirous  of  form- 
ing a  rational  and  impartial  judgment  on  the  fubje£l  of  revealed 
religion.  —  To  return.  •^- 

As  to  your  obfervation,  that  the  book  of  Ifaiah  is  (at  lea'ft  in 
tfandation)  that  kind  of  compofition  and  falfe  tafte,  which  is  pro- 
perly called  profe  run  mad  —  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  your 
tafte  for  Hebrew  poetry,  even  judging  of  it  from  trahflation#_ 
would  be  more  correft  if  you  would  luffer  yourfelf  to  be  informed 
on  the  fubjeft  by  Bifliop  Lowth,  who  tells  jrou  i^  his  PreU8io)is 
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«^*<  ibat  a  poem  tranQated  literally  bom  the  Hebrew  into  any 
other  language,  Whilit  the  fame  forms  of  |.he  fenteoces  remain,  will 
flill  retain,  even  as  far  as  relates  tp  verfification,  much  of  its  native 
i'lgnity,  and  a  faint  apjK^arance  pf  vetfificaaon/'  (Gregory's 
Tranfl.)  If  this  is  what  you  roean  by  profe  run  mad,  your  obfer^i* 
vation  may  be  adnaitted.         ' 

You  explain  at  fome  length  your  notion  of  the  mifapplicatlon 
made  by  St.  Matthew  of  the  prophecy  in  Ifaiah, — "  Behold,  a 
virgin  fliall  conceive  and  bear  a  Ton."  That  pafldge  has  been 
handled  largely  and  minutely  by  aimoft  every  commentator,  and  it 
is  too  important  to  be  handled  fuperficially  by  any  one  :  I  am  not 
on  the  prefent  occafion  concerned  to  explain  if.  It  is  quoted  by 
you  to  prove,  and  it  i$  the  only  inftance  you  produce — that  Ifaiah 
was  •*  a  lying  prophet  and  an  impoftor,"  Now  I  maintain,  that 
this  very  inftance  proves,  that  he  was  a  true  prophet,  and  no  im* 
poftor.  The  hiftorv  of  the  prophecy,  as  delivered  in  the  feventh 
chapter,  is  this — Rezin  king  of  Syria,  and  Pekah  king  of  Ifrael. 
made  war  upon  Ahaz  king  of  Judah  ;  not  merely,  or,  perhaps, 
not  at  all,  fqr  the  fake  of  plunder  or  the  conqueft  ofteritory,  biit^ 
with  a  declared  purpofe  of  making  an  entire  revolution  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Judah,  of  deftroying  the  royal  houfe  of  David,  and 
of  placing  another  family  on  the  throne.  Their  purpofe  is  thtas 
exprefled— .**  Let  us  go  up  againft  Judah,  and  vex  it,  ^and  let  us 
make  a  breach  therein  for  us,  and  fct  a  king  in  the  midft  of  it, 
even  the  fon  of  Tabeal."  —  Now  what  did  the  Lord  commifEon 
Ifaiah  to  fay  to  Ahaz?  I>id  he  commiffion  him  to  fay,  The  kings' 
ftiall  not  vex  thee  ?  No. — The  kings  fhall  not  conquer  thee  ?  No. 
*^The  kings  fhall  not  fucceed  againft  thee?  No  : — He  coramif- 
fioned  him  to  fay,  *•  It  (the  purpofe  of  the.  two  kings)  fliall  not 
ftand,  neither  ftiall  it  come  to  pafs."  I  demand — Did  it  ftand," 
did  it  come  to  pafs  ?  Was  any  revolufian  effefted  ?  Was  the 
royal  houfe  of  David  <lethroned  and  deftroyed  ?  Was  Tabeal 
ever  made  king  of  Judah  ?  No.  The  prophecy  was  perfefily 
accompliOied^  You  fay,  "  Inftead  of  thefe  two  kings  failing  in 
their  attempt  againft  Ahaz,  they  fucceeded ;  Ahaz  was  defeated* 
aad  deftroyed."-*-I  deny  the  faft;  Ahaz  was  defeated,  but  not«de« 
flroyed;  and  even  the  "two  hundred  thoufand  women,  and  fons, 
and  daughters,"  whom  you  reprefent  as  carried  into  captivity; 
were  not  carried  into  captivity  ;  they  were  made  captives,  but  they 
were  not  carried  into  captivity;  far  the  chief  men  of  Samaria, 
being  adinoniflied  by  a  prophet,  would  not  fufier  -Pekah  to  bring 
the  captives  iato  the  laudr^**  They  rofe  up,  and  took  the  captives, 
and  with  the  fpoil  clothed  all  that  wqre  naked  among  them,  and 
arrayed  them,  and  ftiod  ihem,  and  gave  them  to  eat  and  to  drink, 
and  anointed  them,  and  carried  all  the  feeble  of  them  upon  afles, 
(fome  humanity,  you  fee,  amongft  thofe  Ifr^elites,  whom  you 
every  where  reprefent  as  barbarous  brutes),  and  brought  thena  to 
J««^ho,  the  city  of  paln^-trces,  tg  tb^ir  breihren,"  «  Chron.  Kxviii, 
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t^. — :The  kings  did  fail  in  their  atteippt ;  their  attempt  was  to  de^ 
firoy  the  boufe  of  David,  and  to  make  a  revolution ;  but  they 
made  no  revolution,  they  did  not  dcftroy  the  houfe  of  David,  for 
ilbaz  fiept  with  his  fathers;  and  Hezekiab,  his  fon.  of  the 
kottfe  of  David,  reigned  in  his  ftead. 

[  To  be  continued  in  the  next.  ] 


A  view  oF  the  principal  Errors  and  Corruptions  which  brought 
on  the  general  Apoftafy  of  the  Christian  World,  &c. 

[  Continued  from  page  144.  J 

ST.  Paul  teftified  by  the  Spirit,  "  that  evil  men  and  fediicers 
would  wax  worfe  and  worfe,  deceiving  and  being  deceived.'* 
The  truth  of  this  declaration  was  abundantly  confirmed  in  thcfe 
early  times,  which  are  now  under  confKleration,  and  will  appear 
to  have  been  frequently  verified  in  different  periods  of  the  great 
apoHacy.  Saturninus  of  Antioch,  being  a  man  of  a  brutiQi  and 
«nhal)owed  mind,  at  enmity  with  the  truth  of  God,  and  an  utter 
firanger  to  the  purity  and  chaftity  which  fubfifls  between  wife  and 
faithtut  peifons  in  the  married  (late,  impudently  taught  '^  that 
znarrtage  was  from  Satan  ; — that  the  God  of  the  Ifraelites  was  a 
created  Angel  ;  —  that  the  Saviour  of  the  World  was  man  in  ap. 
pearance  only  : — And  Irenacus  addsj  ''that  his  followers,  by  wholly 
abflaining  from  animal  food,  by  fuch  a  feigned  and  uncommon  ap« 
pearance  of  temperance  and  mortification,  deceived  many  undif^^ 
cerning  minds."  He  ere£led  fchools  in  different  parts  of  Syria 
for  the  propagation  of  his  errors.  Eufebius  places  this  circum- 
fiance  in  the  reign  of  Adrian,  though  it  is  pretty  clear,  that  his 
Herefy  mufl  have  begun  fome  little  time  before  the  death  oi 
Trajan. 

Carpocrates  appeared,  according  to  Tillemont,  in  130,  at  Alex* 
andria  in  Egypt,  a  place  early  celebrated  for  fuperftition,  and  in- 
novation^ in  religion  and  philofophy.  To  the  preceding  errors, 
C^rpocrates  and  his  followers  joined  a  degree  of  fatanic  pride 
which  few  would  have  ventared  to  difclofe.  They  not  only  de« 
clared  that  they  might  equal  any  of  the  Apofiles,  but  even  Chrift 
himfelf.  They  pretended,  at  the  fame  time,  to  woik  miracles  ; 
**  whereas,  fays  Irenacus,  they  are  perfeft  ftranger»  to  the  power 
oF  the  Holy  Spirit,  being  full  of  all  deceit,  and  apofiate  infpira- 
tion,  and  diabolical  agency;  being  the  forerunners  of  that  red 
dragon,  who  by  fuch  lying  delufions  (hall  caufe  a  third  part  of  the 
ftars  to  fall  from  heaven." 

••  They  were  fo  madly  licentious,  that  they  affirmed,  they  had 
power  to  commit  any  thing  ;  maintaining,  that  aftions  were  good 
or  bad  oi>ly  in  the  opinion  of  men.''    Who  does  not  (hudder  at 
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thefe  depths  of  Satan,  which  fprung  from  ihofe  early  Antino- 
mians  ?  iKenaeus  anfwers,.  with  meeknefs  of  wifdora,  "Had 
thinjjs  been  as  thefe  men  affirm,  and  that  nothing  were  good  or 
evil  in  iifelf,  but- in  the  judgment  of  men  only^  o\;ir  Lord  furely 
would  never  have  folemnly  taught  us  iii  his  word,  that  the  rigk^ 
teous  fliould  (hine  forth  as  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Fat heCt 
while  the  wicked^  and  them  that  do  not  praHife  the  worlds  of  ri^h- 
teoufuefs,  (hall  be  caft  into  eternal  fire,  where  their  vyorm  dieih 
not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched.'* 

AH  errors,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  are  not  equally  dangerous, 
neither  in  principle  nor  pra£lice ;  but  neverthelcfs,  as  w«  are  re- 
quired to  hoW-tne  myftery  of  the  faith  in  a  pure  confcience,  and 
to  walk  circumfpe£lly,  or  rather  accurately^  as  the^  original  word 
implies,  all  errors  ought  to  be  carefully  avoided  by  the  difciples  of 
the  holy  Jefus.  Some  indeed  are  like 'briars  and  thorns,  which 
vex  and  wound  thofe  who  are  imprudent  enough  to  meddle  with 
them ;  others  refemble  thofe  noxious  plants  which  occafion  fick- 
nefs  and  difeafe  ;  but  the  moft  dangerous  are  thofe  which  fecurely 
deceive,  while  they  unavoidably  deftroy  the  fouls  of  men.  Like 
that  fatal  Xt^q  defcribed  by  fome  naturalifts,  (the  Manchinella,) 
which  by  its  beautiful  foliage  and  enchanting  fruit,  allures  and 
captivates  the  fenfes,  while  it  tonveys  a  moft  fubiile  and  deadly 
poifori  to  the  heart.-^Under  whofe  malignant  (hade  it  is  faid  to  b'fe 
dangeroifs  for  travellers  even  to  fleep.  But  to  proceed,  Eufebius, 
fceaking  of  Saturninus,  Carpocrates,  and  other  corrupters  of  thte 
Chriftian  Faith  in  the  reign  of  Adrian,  gives  us  the  following 
juft  and  affeSing  view  pi  things  at  that  period :  "The  devif, 
fays  he,  maliciouOy  employed  thefe  men  as  inftrdments,  by  whorh 
multitudes  in  the- church  of  Chrift  wefe  feduced,  eoflaved,  anil 
deflroyed.  And  thus  great  occafion  was  given  to  the  adverfary  to 
reproach  and  blafpheme  the  gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God.  And  fhe  ' 
mod  injurious  calumnies  were  rumoured  abroad,  and  horrid  crimes 
were  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  followers  of  Chrift.  But  thefe  wil^s 
of  the  devil  did  not  long  fucceed,  and  at  length  the  truth  afTcrtcd 
and  re-eftabliBied  itfelf,  and  became  more  confpicuous  than  before** 
The  true  church  maintaining  its  ftedfaftnefs,  artd  being  ever  con. 
fiftcm  with  itfelf,  w^s  greatly  increafed;  while  its  divine  fplendar 
rendered. the  gravity,  fincerity,  humility,  purity,  and  other  graces 
of  its  members,  illuilrious  in  the  fight  of  all  men,  throughout  all 
Jiations.  A^  (he  fame  time,  the  truth  produced  many  powerful  ad- 
vocates, who  Srenuoufly  oppofed  thofe  inipious  herefies,  not  only 
in  their  conveifation  and  difcourfes,^  but  alfo  by  various  written 
dcmonllrations." 

The  fmall  period  which  took  place  between  the  death  of  Adrian 
in  138,  and  the  end  of  the  fecond  century,  gave  birth  to  four 
principal  herefies,  which  are  reprefehted  by  the  early  writers,  as 
more  pernicibtis  in  their  principles,  rapFd  in  their  progrefs,  and 
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more  cxten five  in  their  infldcnce,  th^n  a'ivy  oihcrt.  TBcfc  wcils 
the  Valcntinians  an3  Marcionites,  which  fprang  up  about  the  fano]e 
time  and  were  followed,  within  le'fs  than  thirty  years  after;  /by  tlic 
Tatianifts  and  Montanifts,  The  Valentinians  Were  fd  called  from 
Valeniinus  t}ieir  founder,  Hfe  was  an  Egyptian  by  birth,  and  ap- 
pears  to  baye  been  a  mart  of  ex  fen  five  learning  and  confiderabfe 
genius  ;    for,  as  Jerome  has  juftly  obferved,  none  but  a  man  of 

freat  talents  could  have  invented  the  herefy  which  he  taught ;  but 
is  genius,  his  eloauence,  and  ambition,  Were  the  dccafion  of  hfs 
Mn.  He  fir  ft  came' to  Rome  in  the  beginning  of  the  ttigti  of 
M.  Antoninus  :  And  in  143,  his  reftleft  fpirit,  and  prophaiie  Ctl- 
riofity  had  given  fo  much  difturbance  and  fcattd&l  to  the  faithftJi, 
that  He  was  there  expelled  froirt'  the  communion  of  the  chureh  6i 
Ghrift',  and  at  liength  for  ever  feparated  from  it. 

Leaving  Rome,.  Vateniinus  inflarttly  failed  tathe  iflini  of  Cy- 
prus,^ where  he  began  in  good  earneft  t6  digeft  his  plan,  to  raiie 
'up  followers,  and  to  form  his  fefi.  In  a  few  ycark  the  poifon  of 
his  opinions  fpread  with  incredible  fwiftnefs  through  Afia\  Africa, 
,and  Europe,,  and  his  errors  were  embraced'  by  prodigious  nuin« 
bers,  wherever  the  gofpel  of  Chrili  he^  been  eftablifhed.  . 

To  the  alarming  and^rapid  progrefstof  this  faerefyi,  we  owe  the 
celebrated. wor4c(  '    '  *'    '  "        '      "      ^^n^--  -r 

Lyons,  which)! 
.foilsd:'     This 

the.  Valcntinians ;  but .  their  errors  weareip  numepoui,  diverfiiieA, 
'and  infatuating^  that  he  intimates  from  thence  he  was  furnifbed 
'vith  an  opportunity  of  anfwering  all  other  berefies  that  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  chriftian  world  to  that  time*  As  hewas  well  ac- 
quainted with  Polycarp,  and  other  venerable  and  faithftU  men  of 
.$hat  early  agr,  and  was  himfelf  a  companion  of  the  noble  martyrs 
•that  fuffered  in  Gaul  under  M.  Antomiuis,.aa4'  at  the  fame  time 
^was  perfe6lly  acquainted  with  the  do£brines  taugliuliy  the  apoftles, 
'and  the  difoipline  of  the  primitive  churches;,  his  writings,  con* 
tain  many  valuable  things,  and  abound  with  much  inpiportant  in* 
fbmsation.  As  we  are  indebted  to  Irenaeusfor  an  authentic  and 
copious  arcotfnt  .of  t^  Valeaunians,  1 4:annot  do  better  than^in* 
troduco  the  fubfequent  general  view  oi  their  principlef^ and  prac« 
tices,  than  by  making  a  (hprt  extrafl  from  the- IntriOfhi£lion  to  his 
.work,  in  which  he^xprcifes  himiclf  to  the  fallowi^  efiTeEl : 

*^  Forafmuch  as  certain-  men  hte^v^  arifetii  who^re^fi^  the  truths  of 
God,  and  bring  in  words  of  error  and  falfehood,.  introducia^  end« 
lefs  genealogies,  whi^h  minifter  queflions,  rather  than.gddly  etfi- 
fying' which  is  in  tlie- f^itb,  as  (aith  the;  a^ Ale.  And  whereas 
•they  fubtilcly  by  fpecious  and  plaufible  methodst>miilead  thef  miods 
•  of  the  roore  inexperienced  among  ft  us,,  falfifying  andjnifinterpret- 
ing  the  words  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  (iibverting  many  fouls  ;c  the 
leading  ihem  from  the  right  way  under  the  pretence  of  fuperior  know^ 

ledge. 
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ledge,  as  tbougli  they  had  fomething  more  profound  and  momen- 
tous to  commdnicai^,  tbtn  t^e  j^evelation  vouchfafed  us  by  that 
God  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein  : 
•^4fl|  (kice  thefe  men  plauGbly,  by  artlal  ipecDcrfaes  Induce  Am- 
ple fouls  to  fearch  into  Fuclji  tbiiu;s  aa  are  hot  for  their  real  profit« 
and  then,  without  any  fliadow  orreafon,  urge  them  to  carry  their 
en^f ifies  Ipeyojod  th^  bcninds  prefcribed  in  the  word  of  God  :-— 
Moved ly  thefe  confiderations^  and  fearing  left  by  means  of. our 
Cnful  neglefl,  any  in'the  fold  of  Chrift  (hould  be  feized  upon  and 
caiiriedl  away  lilce  Ibeep  by  wolves^  not  beiUig  aware  of  thefe  men, 
becaule  they  outwardly  ap{iear  in  (beeps'  ciot^hing,  of  whom  our 
Lord  himCelf  has  folemnly  cognmaqdea  his  people  to  beware,  and 
jthejrather  as  they  often  nfe  the  Tame  words  and  phrafes  with  us, 
while  they  manvtain  doSrines  and  fentijsnenu  entirely  contrary  to 
13S  :<««Coiaifiderinj^  all  thefe  things,  I  judged  it  my  indifpehfible 
duly,  as  many  of  ihe  books  of  the  Vaieminians  have  lately  fallen 
into  my  bands^  in  which  their.  do£lrines  are  tin^olded,  to  point  out 
and  expofe  tbofe  di^p  and  portentojus  myfteries  of  which  thele 
men  boaft  fo  much,  which  all  are  not  able  to  coniprehend,  as  in- 
.deed  all  men.  are  not  endued  with  fufHcient  ftrength  of  reafon  to 
inafterthem  :-«*And  the  particular  end  I  have  in  view,  is  that  you. 
iny  beloved  bnother,  having  underflood  thefe  things,  may  charge 
thecbrifttan  brethren  that  are  with  you,  to  beware  of  thefe  depths 
^f  folly  and  Uafphemy. 

*•  Wchave  been  admoniftied  by  the  Idve  of  Chrift  to  point 
them  out,  and  to  expofe  them  to  you  and  to  alt  menl  But  yott 
inujl  not  expeft  from  us,  who  dwell  araongft  the  Gauls,  any  arti- 
jicial  arrangement  of  words,  \  elegance  of  ftyle,  or  the  arts  of  ora- 
toricalpejriuafion,  to  which  indeed  we  are  ftrarigers.  But  ray  dew 
fign  is  falthTuUy  to  communicate  what  is  written  in  the  love  of 
jGod,  with  all  fimplicity  and  truth,  and  in  artlefs,  plain,  an4  un« 
adorned  language."' 

Such  was  the  fpirit  of  the  faithfbl  witnefles  in  thofe  primitive 
times,  and  with  fuch  purity  of  intention,  fimplicity,  benevolence, 
•aod  charityt  did  they  earneftly  contend  for  the  faith  once  delivered 
to  the  faints :  and  thpir  memory  is  blefled,  for  in''this  they  have  left 
9j)Qble.^xaiiifle  for  the  kBitation  of  the  church,  militant  through* 
put  jail  ages.  •        . 

.     LETTER^': 
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LETTERS. 

From  a  Gentleman  at  Brifiol^  to  the  Rev«  Mr.  Johu 

Wesley. 

Briftol,  Auguft  5,  1743. 
Reverend  and  honoured  Father  in  Chrifi, 

AS  you  have  been  a  minifler  of  great  good  to  me,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  give  you  a  (hort  account  how  God  began  and 
carried  on  his  uork  in  my  foul.  I  remember  to  have  had  many 
Gonviftions  for  fin  ;  but  the  fiift  deep  convlflion  of  my  fallen  ftate, 
was  about  feven  years  ago,  and  was  occaGoned  by  a  fall,  which 
bruifed  my  knee  very  much.  I  greatly  feared  that  1  fliould  be- 
^come  a  cripple,  and  my  defigns  of  worldly  happinefs,  which  I 
had  been  feeking  after,  in  ail  the  harmlefs  diverfions  (as  they  are 
caller!)  of  the  age,  were  fruftrated.  But  thatipark  of  grace  which 
God  had  given  me,  kept  me  from  fins  of  the  grofler  kind.  This 
difappointment  affcftcd  me  much,  and  I  began  to  pray  to  the  Lord, 
which  I  had  feldom  done  for  two  years  before.  It  was  impreiled 
qpon  my  mind,  that  I  mud  feek  happinefs  in  Wifdom,  as 
Soioroon  did.  But  the  enemy  infinuated,  that  the  knowledge  of 
aftronomy  and  natural  philofophy,  was  the  true  wifdom  ;  and  my 
heart,  greedy  after  knowledge,  and  prone  to  feek  happinefs  in  any 
thing,  rather  than  in  God,  purfued  thefe  ftudies  two  years.  Dur- 
ing this  time  rny  thoughts  were  feldom  employed  upon  inward  Re- 
ligion. As  1  had  left  off  the  pleafures  of  the  world,  and  now 
Dudied  the  works  of  God  in  the  creation,  I  thought  that  I  was 
fulficiently  religious.  But  I  have  now  reafon  to  believe,  that  I 
was  then  in  a  ftate  har4er  to  be  convinced  than  before,  having  a 
formal  morality  ;  and  it  is  a  wonder  that  I.  did  not  fall  into 
Deifm. 

When  Mr.  Whitfield  came  to  Briftol,  I  heard  him  on  the  New 
pirth  ;  and  the  Lord  (hleffed  be  his  Name)  convinced  me  of  the 
folly  of  placing  my  happinefs  in  the  acquifition  of  worldly  know- 
ledge or  of  any  fcience,  except  in  him  alone. ,  Aftbough  thefe 
fludies  are  good,  if  they  are  uted  right ;  otherwife,  I  believe,  they 
arc  a  great  hindrance  to  the  true  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift,  I 
now  began  to  feek  happinefs  in  God,  and  threw  afide  thofe  fludies ; 
and  joined  myfelf  to  Baldwin  Street  Society,  where  I  continued 
about  a  year.  But  I  never  heard  much  of  Faith  in  Chrift,  till  I 
heard  you  the  firft  time  at  the  fociety.  However  1  was  ofiended| 
with  many  others,  becaufe  you  ufed  extempore  prayer ;  and  was 
perfuaded  to  put  myfelf  out  of  the  fociety.  But  in  a  few  days  I 
was  convinced  that  I  had  done  wrong,  and  went  to  hear  you  again, 
the  fiifl  time,  at  the  New  Room,  and  was  fully  perfuaded  that  you 
fpoke  the  Truth, 

At 
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At  Mr.  Gravell's  you  gave  me  one  of  the  Homilies  on  Fahh ; 
by  reading  of  which,  I  found  my  foul  quickened  to  hunger  and 
tbirft  after  Chrift.  At  night  I  dreamt  that  I  faw  a  very  bright 
light  arifing  from  the  fide  of  a  hill.  It  was  fo  bright  that  I  could 
fcarce  look  at  it ;  and  it  feemed  to  enlighten  my  whole  foul.  Next 
day,  I  h^d  this  light  feemingly  before  ray  eyes.  I  thought  I  fainr 
different  from  what  I  did  before.  Two  or  three  days  after,  as  I 
was  reading  the  Homily,  I  faw  it  was  by  faith  in  the  Blood  of 
Chrift,  that  my  foul  could  be  faved.  When  I  came  to  the  words, 
■*  By  Grace  yt  are  favpl,  through  Faitk^''  prefently  a  great  joy- 
filled  my  foul,  and  1  cned  out,  ♦*  By  Grace  I  am  faved  through 
Faith r*  I  CQuld  read  no  further;  but  repealed  that  fentence  fe- 
veral  times  over.  I  was  filled  with  rapturous  joy,  and  the  love  of 
God,  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  I  fcarce  knew  where  I  was,  I  faw 
the  Scriptures  in  a  diflferept  manner  to  what  I  had  done  before4 
All  the  promifes  of  Chrifi  were  mine,  }  knew  I  had  received  the 
Spirit  of  Adoption,  and  had  redeipption  through  the  Blood  of 
Chrift,  .even  the  forgivenefs  of  my  (ins.  How  fweet  was  the 
Name  of  Jesus,  and  his  Words,  to  my  foul  I  Before  I  received 
the  forgiving  mercy  of  our  Lord,  I  could  not  rightly  believe  ia 
the  Trinity  ;  and  at  ^imes,  had  many  dpuhts  refpe£ling  ^he  Bein^ 
of  God,  notwithilanding  I  was  acquainted  with  pflronamy,  whica 
clearly  demonftrated  his  Wifdom  and  Power..  But  now  tbefe 
doubts  were  taken: away  ;  for  I  experimentally  ki)ew,  that  Goo 
the  F^her  had  forgiven  me,  for,  the  fake  of  his  Spn  Jefus  Chrift^ 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  witneOed  this  faving  Truth  in  my  foul.    How 

{Iain  and  fimple  is  that  knowledge  which  God  te^acbe^  ?    By  thig 
know  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen, 

•  Thcfe  rapturous  joys  did  not  continue  long,  before  I  was  cxei> 
cifcd  with  many  doubts  ;  and  my  foul  was  oveifpread  with  heavi^ 
nefs,  and  a  fear  of  falling  away  :  Yet  I  was  no(  afraid  of  Death. 
At  that  timi;  I  Jiad  no  opportunity  of  converfation  with  expert* 
eoced  perfons,  which  was  a  great  di  fad  vantage,  ahdexpofed  me  to 
tnany  embarrailing  temptations;  I  had  frequent  interv^ils  of  joy 
2nd  heavinefs,  but  through  a  timorous  difpofition  I  never  told  my 
trials  to  any  one.  I  grew  weary  of  this  unfettled  Aate  ;  till  by 
Teading  Mr*  Law's  writings,  I  was  made  fenfible  that  I  wanted  a 
new  nature ;  and  that  unlefs  I  was  fully  renewed  after  the  Image 
of  Chrift,  I  could  have  ho  happinefs  in  Heaven,  even  if  I  was  lo 
gain  aidmittanc^  thjere;.  and  that  a  perfuafion  that  I  fhould  not  fall, 
would  do  me  no  good,  without  hojinefs  of  heart.     I  th^o  found 

{(feat  calmnefs  and  peace  overflow  my  foul,  attended  with  a  pure, 
olid  joy,  fuph  as  1  never  felt  before  ;  it  took  away  all  the  painful 
weaiinefs  that  had  opprefled  me-  The  joy  I  had  before  was  tran. 
fieni,  but  this  was  ferene  and  folid,  continually  abiding  wiih  me, 
and  melting  my  heart  as  wax  before  the  fire.  Doubts  and  dark., 
nefs  fled  away  ;  and  I  clearly  beheld  the  true  Light  and  walked 
in  it. 

After 


*  ^Hrr  diU  jffft^t  d^rliveic^oce  I  W35  W(^  by  firing  temptatipns 
trpm  JPy  own  evjl  naUir^ ;  and  g^vp  way  to  Ap  flavim  fear  of  man, 
yhi^b,  iqr  this  y^ar  p^fl,  brougji^  a  deadpeft  and  indifl[er,ence  upon 
iic  i  bfit  npt  d^ujbjis  or  darknels ;  nor  ba^d  any  putw^rd  fin  dpmi- 
oiQiX  over  OT^  ;  except  igi^nger  ppcp,  which  bf ought  upon  me  tbc 
f^ac  of  4<satb  ;  ^ut  I  foqn  found  the  pardoning  Love  of  God  ag^in. 
'fh^  Lord  fhewed  nie,  that  the  cayfje  of  my  d^^dnefs  wis  in  part 
occ^don^d  by  ilrivip^tp  deliver  ipyfelf  frond  temp  tat  ioos  without 

By  tkjs  miiiiftiy  of  Mr.  Gredves  I  am^adc  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
tfelTuy  of  abiding  in  Ghriil  by  faitb;  and  recetving  life  and  power 
fforifi  him  every  momei^f,-  to  ao  his  will,  and  overcome  temptations. 
t  am  convinced  cbat  I  muft  be  fanSvfied  by  faith,  as  well  as:  jufti^ 
Bti.  The  Lefd  bath  tieaiid  iny  praiyer^  and  quickened  me*  Temp- 
Ikdons  are^  weaic^  ini^  compiarMbn  to  w^at  they  ufcd  to  be,  and  I  troll 
I  fliall  exBeriencemy  heart  filled^  wi«h  divine  Love,  and  tfa^  fear  of 
ike  World  taken  entirely  away.  To  be  dependent  i^enttnually  on 
Cbrift,  abafes  my  foul  nsucb.  When  I  thinjc  how  often  I  offend 
IbiMy  I  am  cOnf^n4ed  at  his  ^oodnefs  to  ne,  thai  I  9.m  out  of 
keif.  Whjsn  I  {f:e  that  I  have  offended  him  in  any  thing,  not 
%n>fully;  I  am  convinced  I  have  done  wrong,  which  fefms  to  be 
the  teachings  of  ihe  Spirit ;  bi|t  I  -do  not  nnd  that  I  am  Jbrought 
into  condemnation' or  darknefs  fbr  it*  I  feel  I  -have  an  Advocate 
Vkh  the  Fatlien  Some  of  my  brethren  think  I  am  wrong  in  this 
BiatteF^  and  fay  that  I  ought  to  feel  condemnation  •  and'  the  wrath 
,df  God,  for.theleaft  offence,  nnlefs  my.  heart  is  fcardened.  If  I 
am  in  ^  deluffon,*  !•  do  not  know  it,  neither  do  I  }#ve  difputes| 
therefore  I  defire  yoar  adrvic$t»  ...    % 

^  The  Loird  has  given' me  a  confidence  that  I  (hall  b^  made  per- 
fed  in  Love,  and  kept  and  preferved  by  bis  Power,  through  faith, 
iinto  falvation.  Y«  I  believe  it  poffibte  I  may  fall  away,  notwithi 
fiandtng  I  kdow  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  (ball  not.  This  faith  is 
not  founded  on  the  notion  of  ••  once  in  grace,  always  in  grace," 
bat  on  that  promife,  *'  The  Lord  is  faithiql,  who  al(o  will  do  it.** 
Some  'have  thought  that  thefe  fentiments  are  founded  on  the  doc- 
trine of  -Predeflination,  ^  and  have  likewife  miknderftood  Mr. 
Greaves  :  bat  to  me  it  appears^  to  be  qutfe  different*  I  do  not 
defire  to  follow  my  own  judgment  in  any  matter,  but  am  willing 
to  fubmit  tor  your  dire£|ion.     PWfe  to  remember  me  in  yottr 

Sayers;    for  I  have  many  enemies  wkhin  and 'Wilhou&.    I  tfuft 
t  Lord  wi41  revive  his  work, 

I  am,  de^r  Sir^ 

Vfur  unworthy  Servwit  in  the  Faith/ 

H.  O- 


1  E  T  t  E  k  L      ^  iK% 

iThe  Jtmarka^Ie  Convcrfion  and  happy  Ddatl}  bf  JOfiK  PATRi>ei, 
a  Collier,  of  Greafb'rook.  bear  Rotherbami  ii^  Yarkfhire ;  «<>9i. 
zniMiicated  by  Mr^  Button-  in  a  Letter  to  the  Editor.  ' 

JOH^I  PATRICK  was  born  at  Grcaftrpok,  in  1760;  his  fa- 
ther ^ffi$  a  Collier,  and  brought  up  his  fon  to  the  fame  buG- 
nefs.  In  4782,  ,he  came  to  Rotherhani  with  his  wife  and  family^ 
'fie  was  an  entire  ftranger  both  to  the  form  anj  power  of  Godlinels, 
beirtg  noted  for  druhkennefs,  and  ciiirfirig  and  fwearin'g.  It  wis 
culfomary  with  him  on  the  week-days,  while  earning  his  niohey 
with  the  iweat  of  his  brow,  to  fUidy  and  contrive  where  to  fpend 
itoi!ihe  Sabb'stlft-day  ;  and  made  choice  of  the  mod  abandoned 
C0m[5ani6ns.  When  thei  Safebath  came;  he  cjtecuted  ihe.fchemes 
wMch  hfe  had  devifed,  arid  fperit  Chat  holy  and  honourable  day  ia 
the  mdft  abominable  wick6dnefs.  When  hfe  rettirned  home  at 
midnight,  he  frequently  raifed  the  neighboiirhood  with  foul  and 
filthy  language,  and  infelrnal  riage.  ;/ 

In  1794,  he  was  faddenly  feized  with  an  Hlnefs,  which  threat* 
,encdhis  life,  and  was  greatly  alarmed  with  the  fear  of  death,  and 
^  guilty  confciei^ce.  He  fent  for  one  of  pur  friends  who  Ijved 
near  him»  and  defired  her  to  pray  for  hi ni ;  promifing,  if  the  IfOrd 
would  but  fpare  him,,  what  a  different  life  he  would  lead,  God 
granted  his  reqtieft,  and'  for  a  feafon,  he  diligently  attended  on  the 
means  of  Grace.  3ut  alas  I  he  returned. agai^  as  a  dog  to  the  vo- 
mit I  His  former  lord?  reigned  over  him  again,  and  he  was  ator- 
mented  flave. 

In  1795,  being  fei^ed  with  ficknefs^  again,  his  confcience  ,was 
more  alarmed  than  ever.  He  feiit  for  the  fame  friend,  and  faid, 
**  I  am  afraid  I  have  Tinne;d  away  the  day  of  grace,  and  that  it  is 
now  too  late  to  expeft  meircy  I'^*  His  eyes  were  opened,  his  fins 
and^  apoflfacy  fiared  hini  m  the  face^  apd  defpair.lowred  on  his 
globitiy  miild.  He  thought  rbercy  wa;s  clear  gone  for  ever.  She 
exhorted  him  tiorepejit,  aiid  encouraged  hi rfi  to  hope  for  mercy, 
throughthe  Blbod  of  the  Lamb,  tellirig  "him,  t^at  tlie  Lord' had 
prortnTeS  to  heal  even  backfliders,  iF  they.woiild  humbly  f*eek  his 
Face,  He  took  her  aidvice,  arid  began  to  cry  to  the  Lord  tor  mercy. 
Whien  the  violence  of  the  d'lforder  abated,  he  attended  upon  the 
means  of  Grace  arid  was  attentive  .in  hearing  {he  Word.  The 
minifters  gave  hiih  encburagentent  to  corrie,  to- Chri'ft  as.a  fii^nei;, 
and  ventuie  his  giiilty'foul  upon  the  adorable  SavioMr.  .     ., 

.  , On  tiew-year's-day,  1 7*96,,  the  fallow-grK^und'  of  his  heart  ,was 
thoi6ugfi|y  ferdkeri  up,  liis'm'ifery  and  Jlflijefs^were  great,  his  fcur. 
den  heavy,  and  his  fpint^wbundeid.'..  Sin  appedred /excet^dirigfiri. 
Ful.  He  now  fought  the  Lord  with  all'  his  he^r^ ;  ',ahfj^  Tequefted 
to  meet  in  the  fociety.  Being  adifirti^'cl  rnlo'clafs^  and  attending 
'thofe  mearis'of  G^race,  one  wght'he  y^as^fp  deppjy  affeffed,  ^tHat 
kc  retired  to  pour  but  his  diftrfefley^  ifeul  fn'  fecrei  pVayer  to  'G'oTl. 

The 
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•The  Lord  fpoke  peace  to  his  troubled  mind,  and  fet  him  at  liberty 
from  his  m'lftay  and  guilt.  His  joy  was  now  unfpeakable ;  having 
much  forgiven,  he  loved  much.  The  change  was  ^reat,— from 
death  to  life,  from  mifery  to  mercy,  from  bondage  to  liberty,  and 
from  Satan  to  God.  He  was  brought  out  of  the  horriJ)le  pit, 
his  feet  were  fet  upon  the  Rock,  and  a  new  fong  put  into  his 
mouth. 

From  this  time,  neither  inward  nor  outward  fin  had  domiQion 
over  him;  he  delighted  as  much  in  holinefs  as  he  once  did  in  fin. 
He  not  only  carefully  avoided  evil  iifelf,  but  ihunnedthe  very  ap- 
pearance or  it.  The  whole  of  his  condu3  was  blamelefs,  whew 
ther  we  confider  him  as  a  hufband,  a  father,  a  neighbour,  or  a 
member  of  fociety.  His  profeflion  and  praftice  harmonized.  He 
frequently  went  on  a  Sabbath-day-morning  to  Sheffield,  to  hear 
Mr.  Taylor  or  Mr.  Bramwell,  and  often  exprelTed  what  profit  he 
found  in  the  word  of  God.  The  mini  Iters  who  were  moft  lively 
he  highly  eflecmed,  and  greatly  delighted  in  the  converfation  of 
fuch  per  Cons  as  wcjre  truly,  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  God.  His 
'  confcience  appeared  tender,  his  mind  humble,  and  his  fpirit  watch- 
ful ;  which  induced  fome  perfons  to  fay,  "  If  ther^  be  a  good  man' 
among  the  Methodifls,  it  is  John  Patrick."  He  now  began  to 
warn  his  old  companions  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and 
brought  fome  of  them  to  hear  the  Word,  which  proved  ufeful  to 
their  fouls. 

A  few  weeks  before  his  death,  he  believed  that  the  Lord  had 
fanftified  him,  and  taken  full  pofleflion  of  his  heart.  His  watch- 
fulnefs,  humility,  meeknefs,  and  happinefs,  were  all  pfoportioii- 
ably  increafed,  and  unfpeakably  great  was  his  delight  in  the  Lord. 
Thus  he  went  on  as  a  happy  pilgrim  feeking  the  heavenly  Canaan. 
On  the  ^th  of  September,  he  rofe  early  in  the  morning,  and 
went  to  his  work  as  ufual  :  As  he  was  driving  a  fough,  the  danip 
caught  fire,  and  the  explofion  wrapt  him  in  a  flieet  of  flame  :  He 
was  dreadfully  burnt  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  foles  of  his 
feet ;  and  was  a  (hocking  fpefiacle  when  taken  out  of  the  pit. 
Notwithflanding  the  flefti  was  dropping  from  him  in  pieces,  yet, 
to  the  aflonilhment  of  the  beholders,  his  firA  work  /was  to  fall 
upon  bis  burnt  knees,  and  praife  the  God  of  Heaven.  Being 
broiight  home,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  hpufe,  and  before  he  had 
fpoken  to  either  his  wife  or  child,  he  again  dropt  upon  his  knees, 
and  with  eyes  and  heart  lifted  up  to  God,  cried  out,  **  Glory  be  to 
••  thy  Name  !.    Thy  Will  be  done  !    Thy  Win  be  done  I " 

They  procured  all  the  affiftance  in  their  power;  both  a  doflor 
and  an  apothecary  vifited  him,  but  could  afford  him  little  relief, 
as  he  was  burnt  inwardly  as  well  as  outwardly.  In  this  great  af- 
fli£lion  be  lived  ten  days,  and  yet  he  was  aftonifhingly  patient 
under  all  his  (offerings,  never  murmuring  or  even  complaining  ; 
but  his  conllant  cry  was,  "  Thy  Will  be  done*** 

Whca 
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Vto  vifiled  bj^  I£s  oU  tofnapaniohs,  be  faii  to  them'»  **  How> 
"  can  you  (in  againft  God  7    l!>o  hoi  fin  againft  lb  good,  fo  gra» 
V  cit>uaa  $svioar  1  "     ,And  moft  afieflioirately  invited  them  to 
com^  to  JeTus.  Doxing  this  period  of  fuSering^  be  never  loft 

fight  of  the  Lord,  w^o  gave  him  flrength  according  to  the  day^ 
and  tii^foftei  him  rn  the  trying  hour,  .He  often  exhorted  all  th^ 
vere  about  hiiB». to  praife  God  with  a  Sincere  heart.  He  had 
oiie  f(»eqonfU£l  with  Satan,,  who  tempted' him  to  fear,  that  God 
ilid  not  love  hiai, '  becaufc  ,he  pemaittedthis  fevere  affli£lion..  T.he 
enemy  endeavpored  tQ  per/'uade  bim  ta  turn  his  back  upon  the 
jU>ri ;  but  he  ;pifw^red;  **  W^*t !  ^ve  up  my  Savipur  1  turn  my 
*•  back  on  my  Saviour!  No:  Til  praife  my  Saviour  !  '*  It  does 
net  appear  that  the  enemy  was  permitted  to  aiTauIt  Jriim  any  more*^; 

and  IB  the  tpal  hfe  was  more  thdn  conqueror. 

The  Lord  fuftained  nim  with  constant  peace  and  inward  joy, 
and  enabled  him  to  triumph  in  nature's  ruins  ;  fo  that  even  the 
prophane  were  ftruck  with  afldnifliment,  and  conftrained  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Grace  of  G#d,  which  (boner  with  refulgent  bright- 
nefs  in  the  dying  faint.  The  lad  night  he  was  on  earth,  after 
lying  ftill  fome  ttme,  he.  fai4  ta  a  friend,  **  Came,  let  us  praife 
'•  God  for  aH  his'mercies  :  Let  us  praife  him  for  ever;"  and  then 
fang,  «•  Praife  God  from  whom'  all  Blelpng^  flow,"  Ac.  He 
triumphed  ovejr  the  fear  of  deaths  bayiog  the  Lov^  o|*  Chrift  in 
his  heart,  and  Heaven  in  his  view.  Ncutt  day  he  look  his  flight 
from  time  into  eternity.'^  ^hat  doth  his  eyes  now  fte.  his  ear$ 
now  hear,  and  his  heart  npw  fe^  1  ?     Q  happy  (atnt  I    He  is  pow 

Far  from  a  world  of  grief  and  foii 
With  God  eternally  piut  in  ! 

^*  How  muft  a  f»irity  late  i^npap'd.ffom  earthy 

•'  ^The  truth  of  things  new  blazidgjn  its  eyc^ 

**  Look  back  afioti|fn'd  on  th0  wAyai  of  men, 

•*  Whofe  lives  whole  drift  i$  to  forget  their  graves  P'* 

His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  Vaft  concourfe  of  people*     Both 

Steffors  and  prophane  appeared  to  refpefl  the  man.  On  the 
bath-tlay  after*  I  preached  a  funeral  fermon  on  the  occafion  to 
a  crbwdbd  congregation.  •  The  cry  of  my  heart  was,  ••  O  that 
God  would  make  his  death,  the  life  of  fome  fouls  1  '*  And,  glory 
be  to  his  Name,  ^bis  wprd  reached  many  hearts.  Many  from 
Maibro  were  prefent,  H^ho  had  been'his  companions  in  iniquity. 
While  I  a^dreffed  thofe  who  had  finned  with  him,  but  had  not 
repented  and  turned  to  the  Lard,,  as  he  had  done,  they  wcf e  greatly 
atteOed ;  tears  fell  fiom  their  eyts,  they  renounced  their  fins, 
and  turned  to  tbeir  Saviour.  From  that  night,  a  revival  began  in 
Maflbro,  and  betweep  fifty  and  fixty  have  joined  in  focieiy.  Moft 
of  them  are" now  happy  in  a  pardoning  God,  and  w^lk  in  Wim 
ways.  O  ihat/like  John  ^Patrick,  they  may  fliun  th.eir  beloved 
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iins,  zni  walk  blatnelefs  before  a  wicked  and  perverfegenecaddnf 
May  they  follow  bim  as  he  followed  Cbrift* 

There  were  Hkewife  fome  prefent  at  the  funeral  difcottrfe,  from 
another  village,  where  we  had  offered  them  [nreachingg  but  no  one 
would  then  take  us  jn.  However,  after  the  funeral,  they  fent  an 
invitation  to  us,  and  fome  of  them  are  brought  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Truth.  Humanly  Tpeaking,  it  appears  ftfange,  that  a 
man  fo  devoted  to  God,  (hould  be  fo  foon  taken  to  bis  reward  t 
But  when  we  coniider  how  many  fouls  his  death  has  been  inllru* 
mental  in  bringing  out  df  darknefs,  we  mnft  acknowledge,  that 
God's  ways  are  paft  finding  out.  and  that  his  judgments  are  % 
jgreat  deep. 

I  remain  your  aScfkionate  Brother^ 

George  Birrroi^. 

P    O    E    T    R    V. 

On  the  Passion  of  CHRIST. 

NO  more  let  mortal  fSbjeQs  fire 
Thy  heart,  <*f  firing  the  founding  Jyre, 
Sacred  to  themes  above  : ' 
♦  Now  cheei ful ,  join  the  ranfom'd  throng, 
•>  'Exalt  thy  voice,  and  pour  the  fong, 
To  ALL  Redeeming  Love. 

The*  amazing  myflery  I  fing ; 
Some  Seraph  lend  your  flamy  wing, 

Whiie  I  refouod  his  grace;  '      ;  i-  •  •.  .  . 

How  God,  to  make  his  mercy  knowiji 
'  To  death  confign'd  bis  dialling  Son, 

.  To  feal  eternal  peace.  •      .  r 

Behold  him  ftand  in  Pilate's  hall,  i     ♦. 

Amidft  his  foes,  forfook  pf  all,  '         ■,■'■' 

His  friends,  not  one  remain'd  2 
Even  Pet^r,  facredly  ally'd. 
His  fuffering  Lord  bafely  dcny*dj 

And  dreadiuUy  bjafphem'd  I  .    \ 

His  holy  head  enwreathM  with  thorn^ 
Degrading  robes  his  limbs  adorn, 

A  bandage  veils  his  eyes  ; 
TUefc  furious  fmite, — thofe  bow  the  knee,—  ^      ' 
*•  Declare,"  they  cry,  •'  who  injur'd  tbcc, 

••  Thou  prophet  of  the  Ikies  ?  '• 

A  reed 
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A  reed  now  fills  hh  guiltlefii  hand. 
An  emblein  of  his  high  command  ^ 

The  foldi^ars  tribute  bring ; 
Reproachful  fpit  on  his  dear  factf 
And  whelm  hun  deep  in  vile  difgrace^ 

And  hail  him  Judah's  Kings 

Ix),  to  the  bloody  pillar  bound,      «    ,  ,. 
His  tender  frame  is  all  one  wound  * 

Such  was  their  thirft  of  blood  I 
See,  where  he  treads  the'  amending  roafl, 
Fainting  beneath  the  ponderous  load. 

Of  that  accurfed  wood  I  . 

Now  bid  the  lofty  numbers  flow^ 
Defcribe  the  tragic  fcene  of  woe. 

The.  nails,  and  thorny  wreath  ; 
How  palid  on  the  fhdtaiefu]  tree. 
The  Savioor  hung,  to  ranfom  thee, 

And  clos'd  his  eyes  in  death  I 

The  fun  conceals  his  golden  light. 
Refigns  his  throne  to  table  night ; 

Deep  horror  whelms  the  flcies  : 
7'he  rocks  and  Temple's  curtain  rend. 
The  earth's  foundations  dreadful  bend. 

The  flumb'ring  ^ead  arife  !^  .  r 

Who  fways  the  globes,  and  fpreads  the  flcies, 
Lo,  in  the  gloomy  grave  he  lies. 

To  ravenous  Death  a  prey  ! 
But  foori  he  buifls  the  many  tomI>, 
Seals  the  terrific  monfter's  doom  ; 

The  powers  of  hell  obey. 

His  arm  fatanic  legions  feel. 
Bound  to  his  glowing  chaript  wheel^ 

With  adamantine  chains ; 
High  on  the  Cherub's  fhupy  viing, 
Afcending  fwift  the^ViSoriKing, 

O'er  heaven's  cerulean  plains. 

Lo,t(faining  armies  joyful  bend, 
Submiflive  to  the  Sinner's  Friend, 

And  hail  with  loud  acclaim ; 
At  God's- Right-Hand  his  feait  obtains}  - 
Of  earth  and  hell,  be  holds  the  rcins^. . 

All  nature  owns  his  name« 

For 
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Kexniis  hi^giuk,  fuppli!^s.his  iioedat'    ' 

To  all  his  grace  inakes  ktiov**'!  .  1  -     " 
Vor^M  his  rai^fom^d  oioble  heirs,      ^'  -    '' 

Eternal  ipaa&otis  be  prq>4rer^ '  .  *. 

:  Round  his  cefcftial  Throne,  r..  .    .     i  . .  n 

M.  Martin  DAL E« 
Warrington,  Jane  j^t,- 179S»         '     ;:    "' 
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RETIR'D  from  air  but  thee,  myLoRDi" 
I  would  the  fplcwn  hour  kpprove  i  '  , .  -' 
O  fhine  propitiojus  .pi>  tliy  Word^    .  .       ,        '.  -^ 
And  cheer  m^  blsartVith  heaviiJy'ioYeJ'  '  " 

That  heart,  alas  !*^oa  pronetei  t^^^      •      ''   :  \ 
And  wide  fjo»i  thee,  its  Saviour,  ftra)^][?'  •-    ^^ 

O  bring  once  mor^'lh6w4tidei:er*homt|-  -  •  •  »^ 
And  guide  it  in  thy  gerfeft  Way  I  ^      ^ 

Its  every  brimft'A,  ft*^  qfface^. *  .        ^    i  '      .  -;  yi 

Its  nature  cleinC^,- 'refine,  renew-i  .       ,.  .^  j 
O  may  the  fi^atifT^tefs  .power  pf  C^r^ce, .       .  .  -^ 

Thy  own,  kndlts  woVft  foes  fijbaue !  .       ,  !«     -     • 
<^  *•" '  •  '        "  ■   ■       ;  '    ,      ..  >'  ' 

Lo!  at  thy  feet  I  prbftfdte  beml;       -      -  -    '-    ' 

Moft  gracious  Father,  hear  rny  crj^  I 
O  le€thy  pi'fyin^'love  defoend,"    '  *     '     '  '     "* 

And  all  my  fpirit's  "^ixQis  fupply  !}        '  -  .  •;   ^ 

Light-boundin^  then,  my  he^^uh  joy^'        " 

' In  all  thy^  duteous.  pa^bs>  lil  Ijee, 
And  every  facred  hour  ennptoyw   ;._  _         j  .\ 

in  hymns  of  .praife,  Q  Lord,  to  thee  !  *   .  * 


'4pn  the  barbarous  praa5:e*6liiutiing  out  the  Eyi:^  of  StNGiNC^- 
BiHDS,  to  in'creafe  the  fretfuericy  andf  ipelody  of  theirNotes*.' 

1MMUR*D  in  darknefs,'  thus,  when  fouls  comphinp'  . 
Hell's  monarch  h^r«|th(e|  m^IlM^pty  ftr«9J3|;.'  t 
To  his  infernal  ears  th^-fweeteft' lays-*   :.    ,  ;; 

Are  groans  of  wretches  \y)HW.bis  ]art  betray|s«;  ,i  \  »   .. 
Each  lifl'ning.Fipn^  itJ^rot'flil  theyerffn$[he4^  t'^ 
Heaas,  «nd  enj^ysj^^eyf  UflaVAUi«g:Wq»r  .,  :;  ■   .  ^u' 
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MemcSrs  of  WiLtiAliif  Mylcs,  Preacher  of  the  GosPeu 

I  Have  often  been  edified  by.  teading  the  lives  and  experience  df 
men  in  genera),  and  more  efpeciatly  of.good  Men;  and  ihy 
4rrien<h  repeatedly  roliciting.n^e  to  Jwrite  an  account  of  the  Lord's 
gracious  Dealrr%s  with  nvy  Oiwn  foul,  I  have  at  length  yielded  to 
Jkhcir  reqxkefi,  and  hope  the  fallowing  fliort  Narrative  may  be  ufe» 
Jul  tofome  of  your  Readers* 

*      I  was  born  July  9,   1756,  in  the  city  oif  LimeiiGk.  My^p^renls  - 
and  all  my  relations  were  Proreftants.     Being  furroundcd  by  great 
'tnuhitudes  ef  Roiiian  C^thoHcs,  when  1  camcito  years  of  under- 
^andi^g.  I  ^nquii^ed  into  the  reafon,    Why  we  differed  from  otir 
neighbours  in  religious  matters  ?    My  friends  gave  me  the  follow- 
ing  infornoation,  viz.    That  the  Irifli'  MaiFacie,  which  began  in 
164 1»  and  continued  with  greater  or  lefs  fory  till  Oliver.  Crom- 
twell  fubdued  the  Papifls.  My  anceffors  came  with  him  from  Etig*. 
>Iand  on  that  expedition.     At  the  reftoration  of  peace,  they  fetilal 
-in    Limerick,  which  was  the  k ft  city  that  furrendered  to  the  ?ng- 
flifli  army.     In  King  James's  wars,  my  grandfather  and  his^  family 
fuffered  great  hardfhip.s   fpr  their  auachraeht  to  the  Proteftaj^ 
Caafe,     One  of  their  cbiidien  being  an  ifif ant,  was  left  under^ 
^bolh  by  his^nurfe  for  fixfeen  hours,/ in  order  to  prefer ve  him  from 
being    murdered  by  the  papifi$«     Another  of  nay  relations  Wais 
fcized    upon  by  the  papifts,  they  iaftencd  arope  round  his  neck, 
in    order   to  flnangle  .him«  becaufe  he  was^a  rroteilant.     At  the 
moment  they  were  drawing  away  the  cart  from  under  htm,.a  popifti 
^priefl,   who  had  btfen  under  qbligatlans  to  our  family,  moved  with 
.gratitude  and  pity,  interpofed,  and  faved  his  life.     I  was  likewilie 
,\nfoTX3^ed   that  fume  of  iny  anceftors  were  truly  converted  to  the 
.JLoid,  and  left  a  happy  teftimony  of  his  Love  at  their  death.    May 
I    walk   worthy  of  4n  enliglitened  race,  agid  devote  myfelf  wholly  - 
.10  the  fervtce  of  Cod!  •   ,  .   . 

.  My  father  was  a  thriving  man  in  bnfinefs,  punSual  to  his  word, 
•and  exemplary  i«  bis' coridua,  but  a  ftratiger.to  heart. felt  religion, 
AVhen  tlie  Methodifts  iame  to  Limerick,  in  1749,  my  mother 
wa«  convinced  of  fin,  undeii  the  firft  fermOn  fhe  heard,  ihe  joined 
the  focicty,  and  was  foJn  conver^dj-and  has  adorned  her  profes* 
lion  ever  ft'nce*  She  brought  ijjief  to  the  means  of  grace  from  my 
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infancv,  and  inftrufled  mc  in  the  fear  of  God.  ^  I  wa^  early  made 
feiifible  ot  the  evil  of  Gn,  and* frequently  felt  compunCWon  when 
I  told  He*,  neglc£led  jo  fay  ray  prayers,  or  omitted  to  attend  on 
Ibe  preaching  :  And  Ihad  earneft  defires  to  pleafc  and  love  God. 
I  continued  under  the  watchful  eye  of  my  parents  to  the  twelfth 
year  of  my  age,  and  retainfd  a  tefKiernefs  of  confcience,  which 
enabled  me  in  a  great  xneafure  toefcape  the  grofs  pollutions  that 
arc  in  the  world..  But  now  I  contrafted  acquaintance  with  boys 
ot  my  own  age,  and  grew  worfe  every  day ;  the  means  of  grace 
were  ncglcfted  till  I  loft  all  relifti  for  ihera :.  I  became  rebeUious 
and  difobedient  to  my  parents,  profaned  the  Sabbath,  and  entirely 
lelt  off  prayer.  Indeed  my  confcience  frequently  condemned  tac 
for  my  evil  conduft.  I  was  wretched  and  mif^srable,  and  more  ef- 
pecially,  when  I  faw  the  trouble  and  diftrefs  into  which  I  iavolveil 
my  mother,  who  daily  prayed  for  me  with  many  tears» 

In  1769^  the  foHowing  circumftance  happened,  the  reniem- 
brince  of  which,  even  to  this  day,  fills  me  with  (hailie  and  cor>* 
fufion:  One  Sibb-^th^day,  my  mother  intreated  me  to  go  to  church 
in  the  afternoon  ;  I  promiled  obedience  to^  her  commands,  but 
inceirng  with  fome  of  my  companions,  I  went  with  them  into  the 
country  two  or  three  miles :  we  loft  our  way  in  the  field* :  night 
came  on;  my  confcience  began  to  accufe  me  fos  breaking  the 
Sabbath  and  telling  lies  ;  I  was  plunged  in;a  great  diftrefs  ;  but  at^ 
iaft  we  got  into  the  right  road,  and  reached  home  between  nuie 
and  ten  o*clock  When  I  got  into  the  houfe,  I  was  informed, 
thait  as  my  father  was  returnmg  from  chdrch  in  the  afternoon,  a 
neighbour's  boy  threw  a  ftone  which  ftruck  his  eye;  and  he  irre- 
coverably loft  the  fight  of,  it.  Seeing  the  houfe  in  diforder,  I 
was  glad,  becaufe  I  hoped  it  would  prevent  any  enquiry  into  my 
condu£l  that  day.  While  I  was  thus  pleafing  myfelf  with  the 
thoughts  of  efcaping  ccnfure,  my  father,  notwitbftanding  he  was 
in  great  patji,  afked  for  me.  Inflantly  I  was  ftruck  with  a  fenfc 
of  my  bafe  ingratitude;  I  felt  myfelf  to  be  avilemonfler.  I 
thought  it  was  for  the  Cas  which  that  day  I  had  tommitted,  my 
father  kxft  his  eye. 

A  fenfe  oJ  the  unhappincfs  which  I  endured  on  account  of  my 
fins  agarnft  Go<i  and  my  parents,  induced  me  to  hope  and  refokvc 
to  do  better,  efpeciaWy  when  I  Oiould  go  to  fome  bufinefs.  Ac- 
cordingly I  bound  my fetf  apprentice  to  my  father,  for  feven  years, 
who  was  a  clothier.  For  a  time,  my  reformation  was  evident; 
but  alas !  I  returned  again  to  folly,  and  became  more  wicked 
than  ever*  A  few  times  I  was  intoxicated  with  drink,  grew  very 
idle  and  impertinent,  negleCled  bufinefs,.  and  involved  my  parems 
in  great  trouble,  and  ex  pence.  When  I  reflefl  on  their  kiruinefs 
and  indulgence,  and  my  wickednefs  apd  ingratitude,  lan^aOiamed, 
4ind  (hall  always  .blufti  before  God  and  his  angels  ;  And  thus  I 
continued  finjiing  and  repentingi  till  near  the  f^vemeomb  ye^r 
^f  my  age. 

la 
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In  the  month  of  May,  tjj^,  Mr.  Wefley  preached  at  Lime* 
fick.  I  attended  upon  his  miniftry,  and  took  great  notice  of  what 
I  heard.  My  mind  was  enlightened,  gracious  defires  fprung  up 
in  my  fou),  and  I  faw  fomething  defirable  and  beautiful  in  Reli- 
gion. In  June  following,  I  was  admitted  on  trial  into  the  fo- 
ciety,  and  feriouAy  fought  the  Lord.  Soon  after  being  fent  to 
Cork  to  fee  fome  relations,  I  tarried  with  them  fix  week^.  But 
as  they  were  unacquainted  with  real  religion  at  that  time,  their 
converfation  was  hurtful  to  me.  I  negie£kd  prayed  and  lojl  peace 
of  mind ;  and  it  feemed  impoflible  to  recover  it  while  I  remafm-d 
in  this  fituation.  When  I  returned  home,  I  was  afhameri  to  go  to 
ny  clafs,  being  confcious  of  unfdithfulnefs  and  backfliding.  For 
a  time  I  walked  folitary«  lamenting  my  iall«  and  wiihing  to  be 
better. 

At  laft  I  refolved  to  go  to  my  clafs  again ;  when  I  got  into  the 
room,  I  caft  my  eyes  upon  a  young  man  who  was  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  which'affeQed  me  greatly,  and  I  faid  within  myfelf,  "  What 
an,  hard  heart  have  U  and  immediately  intreated  the  Lord  to 
give  me  true  repentance.  From  this  time  I  attended  the  meetings 
dii^ently,  prayed  earneflly,  and  was  more  ferious  than  ever; 
which  afforded  me  a  degree  of  fatisfaQion:  ahho*  I  was  apprehen« 
five  that  fome  thing  was  (lill  wanting  to  make  me  truly  happy. 
One  Tuefday  evening  as  I  fat  under  the  miniftry  of  Mr.  Wrigley, 
he  qaoted  that  pailage  from  the  Apoille,  '*  To  be  cstrnally  minded 
is  death;*'  which  words  fattened  immediately  upon  my  confcience; 
all  my  fins  flared  me  in  th£  face ;  I  was  dripped  of  every  thing; 
I  faw  I  w^s  all  over  polluted,  and  all  I  had  done  was  finful.  I 
trembled  left  the  ground,  fliould  open  ^ndi  (wallow  me  up.  I 
fek  the  importance  of  the  Publican's  prayer,  and  cried  out,  "God 
be  merciful  to  me  a  finner!"  In  this  diflrefs  I  continued  «ill 
night;  my  loafl  oi  guilt  increafed,  as  I  was  (till  difcovering  fome 
new  aggravations  of  my  cringes.  The  Sunday  following,  I  had  a 
ftrong  defire  to  attend  upon  the  Lord's  Supper,  alibo*  I  trembled, 
for  tear  I  (hould  eat  and  drink  unworthily.  In  this  perplexity  I 
approached  the  table.  After  I  had  received,  and  was  coming 
away,,  thefe  words  of  our  Lord  came  to  ray  mind^  ".He  that  be- 
lieveth  fliall  be  faved:"  my  heart  believed  the  declaration :  in- 
fiantly  I  was  filled  with  light,  guilt  vaniOied  aWay,  and  peace  and 
love  overflowed  ipy  heart.  I  was  brought  from  darknefs  to  light, 
and  from  the  power  of  fatan  unto  God  ;  I  was  enabled  to  com- 
init  my  body  and  foul  to  him,  in  fure  and  certain  confidence  of 
his  love  and  f4VOur« 

.  1  enjoyed  peace  for  a  confiderable  time,  till  giving. way  to  a 
(rifling  fpirit,  I  brought  guilt  again  upon  my  mind  r  ligntnefs 
being  one  of  my  befetting  evils;  but  upon  ferioufly  humbling 
jnyfeU  before  the  Lord,  he  gracioufly  rcftored  comfort  to  my  foul. 
The  fummer  following  I  went  to  bathe  in  a  very  wide  riv<fr. 
Meeting  with  fume  of  mj  old  companions,  who  propofed  to  fwtm 

f  f  a  a  crofii 
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3  croHi,  I  agreed),  and  we  all  got  ovtr :  but  I  was  greatly  hligati^ 
ztid  had  to  fwim  back  again.  I  fet  out  with  much  fear,  and  befom 
I  got  half  over,  was  quite  Tpent,  fo  that  I  gaveup  all  hopes  o£ 
reaching  the  Oiore,  and  cxpe£i:e4  every  moment  to  fink.  I  was 
.  in  confufion  becaufe  of  my  folly,  and  diftrefled  on  account  of 
my  dear  parents,  and  greatly  troubled  on  account  of  the  caufe  of 
God,  Soon  after  I  loft  my  fenfes.  But  the  Lord  was  merciful 
to  me,  and  faved  me  in  the  hour  of  danger.  Ju(b  at  that  time  there 
was  a  boat  failing  by,  the  lads  hafled  it;  and  they  came  immediately 
and  took  me  in.  When  I  came  to  myfelf;  the  words  of  the  wife 
man  were  impreifedupon  my  mind,  *'  a  companion  of  fools  fliall 
be  dedroyed."  J  faw  the  evil  ot  being  in  bad  company,  and 
mourned  for  my  folly  feveral  weeks;  which  taught  me  to  be  more 
humble  and  watchful  for  the  futtire. 

.  Nothing  remarkable  happened  till  I  was  about  twenty  yfcar^  o( 
age,  when  the  Lord  convinced  me  that  it  waa  my  duty  to  preach 
the  Gofprl.  I  fet  a  day  apart  for  fading  and  prayer,  and  be- 
ibugbt  the  Lord  to  help  me.  He  cracioufly  heard  and  anfwered 
ir.e ;  he.  faved  me  from  the  (nates  of  youth,  and  the  temptations 
pf  the  enemy. 

-  Being  now  out  of  toy  apprenticefhip,  I  vifited  the  fick  and 
prayed  with  them;  when  a  few  friends  or  neighbours  came  into 
the  houfe,  I  generally  exhorted  them  to  flee  from  the  wraih  to 
come,  Mr.  Horner  being  informed  of  thefe  circumfta'nces,  made 
enquiry  of  the  Leaders  refpefting  my  charaftcr,  and  finding  it 
tQ  he  biamelefs,  he  encouraged  me  to  go  on  in  the  work  of  the 
Juord,  as  did  likewife  his  iuccefibr  Mr.  Watfon.  The  circuit 
Being  in  want  of  another  preacher,  I  was  appointed  to  fupply 
llhat  deficiency,  in  Sept.  1777.  DiSrmg  this  yfear  I  bore  my  owi| 
expences,  and  the  Lord  gave  fuccefs  to  our  labours;  upwards  of 
one  hundred  were  added  to  the  Society.  At  the  requeil  of  Mr, 
Wefley,  I  attended  the  Dublin  Conference  in  June,  1 778,  and 
was  admitted  upon  trial,  and  appointed  for  the  Caftlebar  Circuit. 
When  1  got  back  to  Linierick,  tny  father  feeing  I  was  determined 
to  leave  him,  gave  me  fifteen -gutiieas  to  provide  neceflaries  for  my 
journey,  I  got  to  the  Circuit  on  the  aSih  of  June,  and  the jpeq; 
Ble  received^  me  kindly.  Ne;?t  morning  I  had  fuch  a  view  of  my 
Ignorance  and  weaknels  as  almoft  confounded  me:  but  I  refolved 
to  lie  humble  before  God  ^nd  man;  and  to  take  everv'  method  in 
my  power  to  improve  in  grace  and  ufeful  knot^le^ge.  I  fpcnt 
this  year  in  general  comfortably.  The  Circuit  was  eighty  miles 
ii»  length,  and  the  copgregations  fmall,  for  we  were  furroouded 
\yvth  Roman  Carbolics,  This  gave  roe  an  opportunitv  of  {ladying 
the.  points  in  difpute  between  the  Papi|U  and  PrbteitantSi  in  the 
coaciufipp  I  was  more  c«>n firmed  in  the  Proteftant  fai«h»  and  better 
f^dbl^d  tod^endit,  againft  tb^  fubtle  aiguments  of. our  opponents, 
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UNDER  the  S^ond.  general  Head  of  Difcourfe,  I  pm« 
pofed  to  lh«w,  What  is  implied  in  the  Preachers  of  tho 
Gofpel  hetng  found  faithful:  Moreover^  ii  is  requind  of  Stewards^ 
that  a  man  beJvundfmtt^uU 

1,  Altho'  the  Apoftle  onty  mentions  Stewards  here,  yet  what 
he  fays  is  as  applicablo  to  all  Servants  in  general,  as  well  as  to 
Siiwards  in  particular.     //  is  required  that  they  be  found  faithful* 

And  Fir  ft,  the  Miiiifters  of  Chrift,  nmft  be  faithful  to  them/elves. 
and  muft  take  care  they  do  not  deceive  their  own  fouls.  Take, 
held  to  thy.felf.  They  muft  fee  to  it  that  they  be  the  Servants  of 
Chrift  as  they  profefs  to  be,  and  that  in  the  two  fenfes  already 
explained.  They  muft  take  care  frjl^  that  they  be  his  fervants, 
in  the  fenfe  in  which  cv^y  Chriftian  is  his  fervant:  that  they  be 
not  the  fervants  of  the  devil,  the  world,  or  the  Serb,  of  fin  or 
death,  hot  the  fcrvants  of  Chrift,  holding  faith  and  a  goad  con-^ 
fcience^  i  Tim.  i.  19  ;  and  being  an  example  to  believers  in  zvord^  in 
behaviour^  in  love,  xnfpirit,  infidelity,  in  purity,  tTim.  iv.  la. 
As  his  Servants  they  mvji  withdraw  themjelves  from  men  of  cor^ 
fupt  minds  and  dejhtuie  of  the  truths  who  fuppofe  that  gain  is 
godlinefs ;  and  being  content  with  food  and  raiment,  during  the  few- 
days  of  this  their  pilgrimage  fbte,  as  men  of  God  they  muji^  follow 
after  godlinefs,  righteoufnefs,  faith,  love,  patience,  meeknef}^* 
And  keeping  this  commandment  without  fpot,  unrtbukable,  until 
the  appearing  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  they  muft  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith  and  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  t  Tim.  vi,  5,  11 — 14* 

s.  They  muft  fee  to  \\,fecondly,  that  they  be  his  fervants  in  the 
fenfe  peculiar  to  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  that  they  be  truly 
called  and  qualified  to  ferve  God  in  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son,  They 
muft  maturely'confider  what  it  is  tp  be  called  and  qualified  for  ft> 
Ugh,  fo  holy,  fo  important  an  office,  and  muft  examine  themCelvei 
whether  they  be  thus  called  and  qualified.  They  muft  remen^bef 
both  that  there  is  a  danger  left  they  (bould  run  belbre  they  are  fent, 
and  left  being  fent  they  (hould  not  improve,  and  attain  the  need* 
ful  qualifications.  That  this  rnay  not  be  the  cafe,  they  muft  give 
attendance  to  reading,  to  esAortation^  to  doStrine,  mufl  meditate  on 
thefe  things,  and  give  thenf elves  wholly  to  them%  that  their  prof  tin^ 
may  appear  unto  all.  They  mull  fludy  tojhexv  thernfelves  approved^ 
workmen  that  need^  not  oe  ajhamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth,  and  muji  continue  inr  thefe  things,  that  they  may  both,  fctua 
themfelves  andthofe  that  hear  them^  x  Tim,  iv,  13 — 16. 2  Tim.  ii.  i^^ 

3.  They 
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.-  3.  Th«y  muft,  fecoridly.  be  faithful ' ta  the  Lord:  They  muE 
cbnfider  the  important  trull  repofed. in  them»  the  myfteries,  the 
truths,  privileges,  precepts  and  prpn^ifes  entirufied  with  theni,  and 
jnuft  both  faithfully  preferve  and  difpenfe*  {htm.  They  mull 
preferve  them  pure  and  entire,  unmixea  and  unmutilated.  O 
Timothy,  (fays  St.  Paul,)  1  Kpift.  chap.  vi.  ver.  20.  keep  that  which  is 
(ommitted  to  thy  trufl,  t»j»  »ftp»xal«9ujt»j»  ^Xofor,  literally,  guard  the 
good  depofit,  that  is,  thofc  divine  niyflerics,  comtnitted  to  thy 
care,  that  they  may  undergo  neither  alteration  nor  diminution  in 
thy  h^flids.  Hold  Jafi  (fays  he  again  2  Epift.  chap.  i.  13,  14,) 
that  form  of  found  words  which  thou  hajl  heard  of  me,  in  faith 
and  love  which  is  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  That  good  thing,  tia  xaXt9  flr«^- 
saTaSuiMji'  the  good  depofitt  keep  thro*  the  holy  fpirit  wnich  dwelUth  in 
vs.  This  is  that  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  faints,  for  which 
\ve  are  to  contend  earnejlly,  and  which  we  muft  hand  down,  un- 
adulterated, and  undiminifhed  to  thofe  that  come  after.  The 
things,  fays  he,  which  thou  hafi  heard  of  me,  among  many  wit' 
neffes,  the  fame  commit  thou  to  faithful  men,  who  fhall  be  able  to 
teach  others., 

4.  Ag^in,  ihey  rauft  faithfully  difpenfexhtm.  Who,  (faid  Jefus, 
X.uke  xii.  42.)  is  that  faithful  and  wife  Steward,  whom  his  Lord 
fiall  make  ruler  over  his  houftf^old,  to  give  them  their  portion  of 
pieat  in  duefeafon  ?  Bleffed  is  thatjervant,  whom  his  Lord,  when 
he  Cometh,  fliall  fnd  fodoin^.  As  to  this  particular  we  have. 
two  things  to  attend  to,  viz.  that  we  bring  forth  thefe  divine 
myfteries  in  due  feafon^  and  in  due  meafure ;  that  we  confider  th^ 
fate  and  charaBer  of  our  hearers,  and  difpenfe  gofpel  truths,  pre^ 
fepts,  promifes,  and  privileges,  feafonably  ^ni fufficiently.  We 
inufl  remember  that  the  doftrine  which  would  be  very  proper  to 
be  inculcated  upon  y2>wtf  perfons,  and  at  certain  times,  y/oxiid  be 
quite  improper,  at  other  times  and  to  other  perfons,  even  .^s  the 
fame  food  is  not  adapted  to  every  ag^  and  in  every  fate  of  the  iody^ 
or  the  fame  fed  fuitable  to  every  kind  of  foil,  at  every  time.  And 
ds  ground  may  have  too  much  or  too  Utile  feed  given  to  it,  and  the 
ilomach  may  hp  loaded,  on  the  one  hand,  with  more  food  than  it 
can  digeft,  or  on  the  other  may  not  have  a  fuflGcient  quantity  af- 
forded it,  for  the  nourifliment  of  the  body ;  fo  the  food  of  the  foul 
and  the  feed  of  the  divine  word  may  be  difpenfed  iri  too  fmall  or 
In  tooMarge  quantities.  I  have  many  things  to  fay  unto  you,  faid 
Jefus,  but  you  cannot  bear  them  now.  We  muft  confider  the 
Hate  of  o\^r  hearers,  and  what  they  can  bear;  and  while  we  do 
not  adminifter  frong  meat  to  babes,  nor  mere  milk  to  grown 
wen,  we  muft  take  dare  that  we  neither  furfcit  on  the  one  hand, 
nor  famitb  on  the  other,  the  immortal  fpirlts  th^t  look  up  to  us 
for  divine  fuftenance.  But  we  muft  endeavour  fo  to  feed  them 
that  they  may  have  health  and  vigour,  and  grow  up  into  Chtifl 
'their  living  head  in  all  things,  incrca/n^  with  all  the  increafe  of 
'God. 

5»  But 
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j.  But  another  point  with  refpe^l.to  which  we  mud  be  faithful 
to  God,  regards  ihtu/i  of  the  Talents  lodged  in  our  hands  for  yfi(m 
puipofes.  Thefe  may  be  in  fome  meafure,  different  in  different 
perions,  fome  excelling  in  one  talent  and  others  in  another;  but 
whatever  they  may  be,  whether  learning,  or  knowledge,  or  eloquence^ 
ox  memory,  or  prudence,  or  money,  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
they  be  neither  laid  up,  as  it  were»  idly  in  a  napkin,  nor  buried 
under  the  earth  of  worldly  defires,  cares  and  purfuits,  but  dail/ 
employed  and  thereby  improved  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good 
of  mankind.  Much  is  fpoken  and  great  ftrefs  is  laid  on  this  point 
by  our  blefled  Lord,  2^  you  well  know.  Matt.  xxv.  and  Luke  xix. 
and  of  this  the  ApoHIe  is  to  be  uiiderftood  when  he  exhorts  Ti- 
mothy (2  Epiftle  i.  6,)  to  fiir  up  the  gift  of  God  which  was  in  himi 
And  if  in  this  matter  we  be  negligent  we  Qiould  be  deemed  by  the 
Mafter  of  all,  unprofitable  fervants,  and  being  bound  hand  and 
foot,Jhall  be  caji  into  outer  darknefs,  where  Jhall  be  weeping  and 
wailing  andgnafliing  of  teeth, 

6.  But  again,  we  mudalfobe  faithful  to  the  people,  and  that  it» 
feveral  refpefts,  in  declaring  truth;  enforcing  duty,  o^ffering  privi- 
leges and  exerdjing  difcipline.  And  firft,  in  declaring  truth.  Our 
care  mull  be  to  declare  the  pure  truth  of  God,  the  a^oXoi*  yoT^,  th^ 
unadulterated  milk  of  the  word,  unmixed  with  the  corrupt  fancies 
of  men.  JVe  are  not  as  many  (fays  the  Apoftle)  who  corrupt 
the  word  of  God,  naTns^swwTi?  who  adulierate  it,  by  bafe  mixtures 
(as  Vintners  frequently  do  their  wines  for  their  greater  gain) 
and  retail  it  when  formed  according  to  the  corrupt  tafie  of  our 
hearers:  but  as  qffincerity,  fpeaking  according  to  the  beil  of  our 
knowledge,  but  as  qf  God,  fpeaking  his  word  and  not  our  own,. 
in  the  fight  oj  God,  whofe  eye  we  rempmber  is  upon  us,  ^^ai  toe 
inChriJl,  words  which  he  apprpves  and  bleffes.  And  again,  fVehavt 
renounced,  fays  he,  (2  Cor.  iv.  ».)  the  hidden  things  of  dijhonejh, 
not  walking  in  craftiuefs,  not  handling  the  word  oJ  God  dtieitfully,. 
hui  by  manijefiation  of  the'  truth,  commending  aurflves  to  every 
man*s  confcience  in  the  fight  of  God.  This  is  of  great  importance,, 
that,  as  tar  as  poflible,  the  word  which  we  declare  ht  free  of  err  or  ^ 
at  leaft  in  every  important  point,  left,  inflead  of  direftmg,  we 
mifiead  our  hearers,  and  divert  them  into  thofe  by-paths  which 
will  iffue  in  th,eir  everlailing  undoing, 

7,  Again,  we  mud  declare  the  truth  fully  as  well  as  purely*  I 
ixpt  back  from  y»u,  faid  St.  Paul,  nothing  that  would  be  profitable : 
1  did  not  fhun  to  declare  unto  you  the  whole  counfel  of  God.  We 
muft  efpecially  take  care  that  we  declare  the  mind  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  with  regard  to  all  the  effential  doftrines  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
that  we  no  more  negleft  to  preach  holinefs  than  repentance  and 
faith,  and  no  more  omit  to  infift.op  outward  holinefs,  on  truths 
lufiice,  mercy ^  charity  and  other  graces  and  virtues,  than  on  the 
inward  principles  fron>  which  they  flow*  Nor  muft  we  any  more 
overlook  the  doftrines  which  concern  glory  in  heaven  than  thoft 
vhich  reUte  to  grace  on  earthy  .     '  '  *         8.  And 
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8.  Ani  as  we  declare  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the 
hruik^  that  we  may  neither  deceive  nor  i/f/r^  .our  people,  fowc 
muft  declare  it  clearly  that  we  may  neither  embarrafs  nm  perplex 
ihem.  In  order  to  this  we  muft  attend  both  to  method  and  ex^ 
prtjfion.  We  mtift  endeavour  to  think  clearly^  and  to  arrange 
Otrr  thoughts  in  fuch  a  manner  that  our  method  may  be  perijprcu- 
ctis  and  natural,  what  precedes  preparing  the  mind  for  what  io!- 
lows,  and  what  follows  illuftrating  what  precedes.  In  the  mean 
time  we  mttft  en(ieav6ur  fo  to  cxprefs  fpiritual  things  in  fpiritual 
words^  and  adapt  our  language  to  the  rubje6l  and  to  the  hearers 
that  the  whole  may  be  incelligfble  dnd  plain  to  the  mekneft  capai 
tity  even  while  it  is  not  beneafih  the  attention  of  perfoni  of  4he 
grcareft  attainments. 

9.  We  muft  be  faithful,  2d]y,  in  inforcing  obedience.  We  mull 
ieprove  Gn,  whether  of  omilfions  or  coromiflion,  and  muft  con- 
iiive  at  no  wiHul  trarifgreffion  of  the  divine  Law,  whether  it  ref- 
peft  men's  duty  to  God,  their  neighbour  or  themfelves.  We  rauft 
efpecially  remind  our  hearers  of  their  befetiing  fins,  and  infill  on 
iheir  entirely  forfaki.ng  them  in  order  to  their  finding  forgivertefs 
here  or  hcreaf«er,  according  to  the  exprefs  and  repeated  leftnnoniei 
of  both  Prophets  and  Apoftles.  See  1  fa.  i.  10. — 20.  Matt.  iii. 
%.-r«We  muft  enforce  obedietice  to  all  the  known  commands  of 
'•Qod,  as  the  beft  proof  of  love  to  him»  yea  and  of  the  ktiowledge 
t>f  him,  and  muft  infift  that  repentance  ^x\d  faith  thetafelves  arc 
l)ut  a  name,  if  not  accompanied  with  the  proper  fruit.  He  thai 
hath  his  commandments  and  ketpeth  them^  muft  be  our  language^ 
Itrit  is  that  loveth  him.  This  is  the  love  of  God^  that  we  keep  nis 
xcmincLndments*  He  that  faith  he  knoweth  God,  and  keepeth  not 
'his  cemmandments^  is  a  liar  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him.  KnoWt 
0  vain  man^  that  faith  zoithout  works  is  dead :  Jhew  nte^  there- 
lore,  thy  faith  hy  thy  works.  And  this  obedience  we  muft  urge 
apon  all  without  refpeft  of  perfons,  on  the  rich  as  well  a^  on  !hc 
poor,  and  on  friends  and  relations ^  as  well  as  on  encihiis  ind 
j/frangersy  according  to.  the  awful  injunftion  of  the  Apoftle  1  Tim. 
^.  21.  I  charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Ch'rijl^  and 
^he  eleS  Angels,  that  thou  obferve  thefe  things^  without  preferring 
pne  before  another,  dqing  nothing  by  partiality. 

10.  We  muft  be  faithful,  3dly,  in  the  offer  of  privileges  and 
-blcflrngs  to  furnifli  our  hearers  with  motives  and  flrcngth  for  duty 
and  to  encourage  them  to  perfevere  therein.  For  inftance  :  to  in- 
duce them  to  leave  their  fins  and  become  new  creatures  in  Chrift 
'Jefits,  We  muft  offer  them,  in  his  name,  a  free  and  full  pardon 
for  all  that  is  paft,  the  divine  favour,  \^ith  adoption  into  his  fa- 
mily, whereby  they  fiiall  be  made  his  Sons  and  Daughters.  To 
afford  rheni  ability  Tor  this,  we  muft  Invite  them,  to  'partake  of  the 
nexid  ^nature  which  God,  in  his  gofpel  ftands  engaged  by  promife 
to  give,  even  thfe  new  hearty  and  the  new  fpirit,  without  which 
it  is  utterly  impoffibleto  Uvea  new  life#     And  in  order  that  hav- 

-  ing 


SgRMON  on  1  Cor.  iv,  1—4*  117 

m§  begun  they  may  hold  on  and  perfevere  in  the  good  way,  not- 
wlthftaoding  their  ignorance  and  totaknefsy  we  muft  remind  them. 
tliat  ihey  have  an  High  Prieft  pajftd  into  the  Heax>ens^  J^fus 
ihi  Son  of  God^  and  that  Ap  is  touched  with  the  feeling  of  their 
infirmities.  Thro'  him  we  muft  exhort  them  to  come  boldly  to 
the  throne  of  grace ^  that  they  may  not  only  obtain  mercy  but  fnd 
grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.  And  laft  of  all  to  afford  them  fuc* 
conr  in  all  their  temptations,  and  fupport  and  comfort  amidft  the 
varioui  trials  and  troubles  of  this  mortal  ftate,  we  muft  hold  out 
unto  tbem  eternal  life,  with  all  the  glorious  and  blifsful  profpeQs 
of  it,  affuring  them  that  the  f^fferings  of  the  prefent  life  are  not^ 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  Jhall  be  reveaUd  in  them. 

II.  I  have  only  one  obfervation  more  to  make  refpeSing  this 
faithfulnefs^  and  that  relates  to  the  exercife  of  chriftian  difciplincy 
viz.  the  keeping  back  from  the  Lord's  Supper,  where  it  is  admi-» 
niftered,  and  excluding  from  among  us,  fuch  as  walk  difordeily 
and  will  not  be  reformed.  This  was  regularly  done  by  the  primi- 
tive Chriftians,  and  this  the  Laws  of  Chrift  enjoin  his  minifters  to 
do  in  every  age,  and  we  cannot  neglefl  this  and  be  faithful  in  bis 
hoofe  and  among  his  people. 

III.  I  come  now  to  the  third  zni  lafl  general  head  of  difcourfe 
which  was  to  Ihew  whom  we  ought  chiefly  to  regard,  as  the  pro* 
per  judge  of  our  faith fulnefs,  and  to  whom  we  ought  to  be  prin* 
cipally  concerned  to  approve  ourfelves.     With  me  it  is  a  very 

/mail  thing  that  I  Jhould  be  judged  of  you  or  of  man's  judgment  1 
yea,  \  judge  not  mine  own  Jtlf  I  am  not  the  final  judge  of  mine 
own  conduft.  For  I  know  nothing  by  myfelf  I  am  not  confcious 
to  myfelf  of  any  thine  criminal,  of  any  defigned  neglefl:  of .  my 
office,  or  unfaithfulneu  in  my  truft,  yet  am  I  not  hereby  jttfti fed  i 
partiality  to  myfelf  may  make  me  overlook  faults  for  which  God 
may  condemn  me  :  But  he  that  judgeth  me,  the  perfon  by  whofe 
judgment  I  am  to  ftand  or  fall,  is  the  Lord,  viz.  Jefns  Chrift,  who 
fearchcth  the  hearts  and  trieth  the  reins  of  the  children  of  men. 

1.  The  Apoftle  does  not  mean  here  that  our  hearers  are  incapa^ 
ble  of  judging  in  any  degree,  and  are  not  f;o  be  regarded  at  all.^ 
They  can,  at  leaft,  obferve  our  outward  conduS  and  judge  from 
that  whether  we  be  the  Servants  of  Chrift  or  of  fieliah  They 
can  judge  of  our  qualification  iof  the  work,  and  infer  from  this 
whcihei"  we  are  called  to  it  or  not.'  They  can  and  wi7/ judge 
whether  we  are. diligent  in  it,  and  are  owned  of  the  Lord  and  fa. 
voured  with  fuccefs.  Their  judgment,  therefore  is  not  altogether 
to  be  defpifed  or  difregarded.  It  may  help  to  give  us  lig^H  ref^ 
peSing  our  own  ftate  and  charafler  and  may  aflift  us  to  form  a 
true  judgment  of  ourfelves,  Kot  to  mention  that  it  is  of  great 
importance,  in  order  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  miniftry,  that  our  hear* 
ers  fhould  entertain  a  favourable  opinion  of  our  piety,  our  call  to 
the  work,  our  qualifications  for  it  and  faithfulnefs  in  it. 

Vol,  XX,  May,  1797.  ?,  And 
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2.  ^t\3  ff  ihe  Apoftl^  do  not  mean  cntirdy  to  fet  aft j^  Ae 
judgment  of  b?bers,  mirch  lefs  does  he  intend  to  exclude  Otrr  atvk 
jridsnuni  of  oa|-feIves.  We  arc  both  c?ipat)lf  of  jddging  ourfcjve^, 

in  tope  dtjjree,  and  sjre  in  duty  bound  fo  to  dp.-  We  niay>3?a-; 
ipine  and  ^noyn  not  only  our  outward  conduS,  but  our  inr^atdt 
iifpofuions  and  the  motives  ^Xi^L  end^  of  pur  afii<>n»,  and  may 
find  out,  wiih  certainty,  whether  we  be  the  Servants;  of  Cfirtft, 
and  believe  ourfeTves  called  to  the  work  of  the  miiuflry.  We 
can  conGder  what  thofe  qualificalions^  for  thi$  work  are,  which 
are  reqarred  in  Scripture,  and  whether  we  poffefs  them,  and  w€ 
can  neaily  form  a  ji^tt  judgment  «f  owx  JucQefs.  And  as  w^  are 
capable  of  judghig  ouifclves  in  thefe  refpefts,  fo  it  is  our  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  do  fo,  tn  order  that  it  we  are  not  the  Servants  of 
Chrift,  we  may  difcovor  it  and  may  nqver  rejl  till  we  are :  and 
that  if  we  are  not  called  nor  qualified  for  his  work,  we  may  giye 
it  up  immediately,  and  fcek  fome  employmeni  to  which  our  Ta- 
lents may  be  better  fuited  ;  or  that  if  we  find  reafon  to  conc;lude 
we  are  the  Servants  of  Chrift,  called  and  qiialified  for  his  work 
^nd  have  fuccefs  in  it,  we  may  be  comforted,  and  induced  to  per« 
fevere  and  give  yet  greater  diligence, 

3.  But  our  principal  Judge  we  muft  obferve,  is  the  Lord- 
Our  hearers  may  miflake  on  w  favour abk  fide,  and  for  want  ot 
better  information,  or  mature  cotiftderation,  or  b6cau(e  ihq^  do 
not  know  the  heart,  or  thrq'  prejudice  in  our  favour,  may  jqdge 
we  are  the  Servants  of  Chrift,  €alkd  to  and  qualified  iox  His 
work,  when  we  are  npi.  Or  they  may  err  on  the  unfavciraiU 
fide,  and  ihro*  their  not  being  acquainted  wiih  aH  circum fiances, 
as  with  our  in^mities,  temptatfons,  oppofiiions,  difficulties,  ana 

.  (he  good  done  by  ®ur  pilniftry,  or  thro*  prejudice  againft  ils,  may 
hot  judg^  us  icalldd  to  or  qualified  for  th^  work,  or  even  pious^ 
when  neverthelefs  we  are:  We  muft  obferve,  further*,  that  our 
fuccefs  in  our  labour^  does  not  depend  wholly  or  chiefly  on  their 
good  opinion  of  us,  and  that  our  fin«il  judgment  is  not  to  be  pro* 
Bopnced  by  them  iior  oUr  inward  to  be  received  from  their  fiaiids. 

4.  The  fame  n^ay  be  faid  refpefting  our  own,  judgment  of  our- 
felves.  It  is  equally  liable  to  err  at  prefent,  and  that  either  on 
ih?  favourable  or  unfavourable  fide,  and  we  are  not  to  ftand  or 
Idll  by  it  at  the  faft  day.  But  in  all  thefe  refpefts  he' that  judgtth 
us  is  the  Lord, 

.  ^.  His  knowledge  is  fuch  not  only  of  our  aQiom^  but  of  our 
ii/p,ofitions^  and  oT  the  counfeU  of  our  hearts^  tba^  he  cannot  but 
)^npw  whether  we  are  his  Servants,  upright  and  fkiihftfl  before 
him  or  not.  And  he  is  fo  perfeQly  acquainted  with  o^r  infiixnities^ 
temptations^  oppofitions  and  difficuities  on  the  one  hand,  and 
with  our  adv^tages  and  helps  on  the  oiher^  as  well  as  with  ouc 
diligence  or  negligence  in  his  work,  that  bt?  cannat  thru'  igQu^ 
raijce  or,  miftake,  pafs  an  erroneous  judgment  copcerninig',  us, 
Willie  his  ju/lice  is  fuch  that  b<?  mil  not.     For  no  prejudice^  .or 

partiality^ 
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partiality^  I  will  not  fay,  can.  influence  hiip,  but  can  have, any 
exiileiice  in  bis  infinitely  comprehenfive  and  perfefl  tnind.  Andi 
tben  our  fuccefs  in  our  labours  depends  chit/Iy,  if  not  wholly,  on 
bis  blelEng.  If  be  appiove  of  us,  be  with  us,  and  own  ua,  we 
Ihall  do  great  good,  we  ihall  bear  fruit  and  our  fruit Jkall  rtpuun  \ 
bur  if  not,  we  fliall  be  barren*  and  fhall  not  profit  bis  people. 
"MiJk  in  fM^  fald  Jsfns,  and  I  in  youm  ht  the  branch  cannot 
har  fruit  jf  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  youl 
except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  viikt,  ye  aire  the  branches.'  Ats  if 
he  had  faid,  t>b  not  mifiake :  I  and  my  caufe  do  not  (iepend 
on  you  for  fupport  and  profperity,  but  you  and  your  caufe  Oh  ihei 
You  bear  not  the  root :  but  the  root  bears  you.  He  that  ahiietk 
in  me,  dnd  I  in  him,  thefamt  tringeih  forth  much  fruit:  but 
uMoui  me  you  can  do  nothing.  To  the  Tame  purpofe  fpeaks  St; 
Paul,  Not  that  toe  are  fujjicienl  of  tmrfetves,  Jo  much  as  to  think 
any  thing  as  rt^  our/elves^  but  our  fujjiciency  is  of  God,  who  haik 
made  us  mininers  of  the  neto  Coxjenant,  itot  of  the  Letter  but  ofthk 
ftirit  :for  the  Letter  killeth,  but  tkefpirii  gweth  life..  Add  to  all 
tais,  that  our  final  fentence  is  to  be  pronounced  by  hit  lips,  and 
our  everlalling  reward  is  to  be  received  from  his  bands.  On  all 
thefe  accounts,  it  is  evident  that  our  eye  riiuft  be  chiefly  unfo  him« 
While  w6  do  not  defptfe  or  difregard  altogether  the  judgment 
which  otbtri  fbrtn  of  01  df  that  which  wfe  fdrth  of  ourfelves,  ou^ 
pridrjpal  care  iibilft  be  to  tftffure  his  approbation.  And  having 
infured  this  we  muft  be  content  and  happy,  not  only  although  the 
men  of  the  world,  but  even  although  the  people  of  God  fliould 
cenfure  and  condemn  us. 

6.  As  to  you,  mv  brethren,  that  are  our  heirersj  remember  the 
Preachers  01  the  Gofoel  are  but  the  Servants  of  Chrill,  and  do 
not  ovcr^rate  their  Omce,  of  pay  an  undue  deference,  re//^cfl  or 
abcJience  to  men  of  Hk^  pqffifins  with  yourfilves,  and  the  felloxo* 
servants  of  our  common  Lord.  At  the  fame  time  confider  that 
they  are  the  Stewards:of  the  myjhries  of  God,  and  regarding  tfieii- 
fiatiofi,  and  the  authority  the  Lord  hath  given  them,  pay  them  the 
relpeg  which  is  their  aue,  and  manifetting  continually  that  fub«* 
jeSieo  and  obedience  which  reafon  requires,  and  which  the  Scrip* 
(ures  enjoin.  Obey  them,  fays  the  Apoflle,  that  have  the  rule  over 
yoUk  or  as  the  original  rather  means,  that  are  the  '^4uides  of  you^ 
viz.  infpiritsnl  matters,  9enA  fuimit  your /elves,  i^iwift,  he  obedient 
to  all  their  lawful  eommand^^ytfr  they  wateh  for  your  fouls,  asihbfe 
^  ^fi  giv^  tf«  dceount,  that  they  may  di>  it  with  joy  and  not^ 
Wk  grief  for  thai  would  be  unproMable  fof  you.  The  Apoftle 
toeant  tkiat  you  fliould  fubmit  yourfelves  and  be  obedient  not  only 
when  ijiey  inculcate  the  manlfeft  laws  of  Cbf  id,  but  in  matters  oi 
an  iddiflferent  nature.  Suppofing- that  what  they  enjoin  has  not 
the  plain  faniftion  of  Scripture,  yet  if  it  be  hoi  contrai^  thereto, 
but  IS  a  matter  of  prudent  re/ru|atioii|  readily  and  chearfuDy  com- 
ply with  tbeir  defire  lefpefiing  it.  For  jo^  every  #eU  ve^ilated 
^  C  g  •  communiiy. 
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community,  there  muft  of  neccflity  be  a  variety  of  rules  and  or- 
ders which  the  well-being  thereof  abfolutely  requires  td  be  obferyed^ 
and  yet  the  holy  Scriptures  may  be  filent  concerning  them,  leav* 
ing  them  to  be  made  and  adjufted  by  reafon  and  conGderation  as 
circumflances,  that  arifc,  may  require, 

7.  Another  thing  which  I  would  advife  is,  that  you  deliberate^ 
weigh-tbe  many  and  great  dii&culties  attending  the  proper  difcharge 
of  their  duty,  and  execution  of  their  office,  and  that  you  be  not 
over .  fanguine  in  your  expeQations  from  them  nor  fevere  in  judg^ 
ing  djkd  cen/urtng  them  when  they  do  not  anfwer  your  expe6latrons. 
Inftead  of  this  rather  fympatbize  with  them  in  their  many  tempta*. 
tions  and  trials^  and  pray  f«r  them,  remembering  that  Satan  bears 
a  peculiar  hatred  againft  thofe  that  he  confiders  as  the  chief  inftru* 
ments  io  pulling  down  his  kingdom,  and  aims  his  fiery  darts  chiefly 
^i  their  fouls.  Remember,  too,  that  they  are  compcfffed  about  with 
infirmity,  like  other  men,  and  have  cares  and  (orrows  peculiarly 
their  own.  .  Make  therefore  a)l  poffible  allowance  for  their  weak* 
neffes,  put  the  bell  conftruQion  op  their  words  and  a£lions«  which 
they  will. bear,  and  with  regard  to  all  matters  of  a  doubtful  nature, 
judge  nothing  before  tie  time;  but  wait  patiently  for  the  day  of 
general  retribution,  when  he  Jhall  come,  who  will  both  brivg  ta 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs,  and  make  manijejl  the  counJtU 
qf.  the  hturt^  and  th^n  jhtdll  every  man  havtpraije  or  blame  Jrom 
Gifd, 

A  SERJ0U5  ADDRESS 

To  ihi?  PREACHERS  of  the  GOSP£L  of  CHRIST. 
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YOU  fliould  take  fotne  care  alfo  to  engage  the  memory,  and  to 
make  it  ferve  the  pyrpofes  of  religion,  i,et  your  reafoningt 
be  never  fo  forcible  and  convincing,  let  your  language  be  never 
fo  clear  and  intelligible,  yet  if  the  whole  difcourfe  glide  over  the 
ears  in  a  fmooth  and  delightful  dream,  and  if  nothing  be  fixed  io 
the  memory,  U)e  Sermoii  is  in  great  danger  of  being  loft  and  fruits 
lefs.  Now  to  avoid  this  danger,  we  would  recommend  to  you  the 
(:are  of  a  clear  and  diftinfl  n^^etbod,  and  let  this  method  appear  to 
the  hearers  by  the  divifion  of  your  difcourfes  into  feveral  plain  and 
4ifttn£t  particulars,  fo  that  the  whole  may  not  be  a  mere  loofe  ha. 
rangue  without  evident  members  and  difccrnable  paufes.  What, 
foever  proper  and  natural  divifions  belong,  to  your  fubjeft,  mark 
them  out  by  th^  hf»*«>l>^f«  »*»  ad,  3d,  &c.  This  will  afford  you 
time  to  breathe  in  the  delivery  of  your  difcourfe,  and  give  your 
bearer*  a  ^ot%  feafoa  far  r^poUwioa  of  thcparticulars  which  have 
\f6%x\  «W4Uwwd  before,  .     t  i  .    . 

'  »  *  Confid^T 
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'  ConfiJer  again,  your  bufin'efs  ii  with  the  Confciehc^s^,  ff^ffs^ 
and  AffeSions  of  men.  A  mere  conviftion  of  the  reafoti  'add 
judgmeni  by  the  flrongeft  arguments,  is  not  fuflicient  in  matters 
of  piety  to  command  the  Will  into  obedience,  becaufe  the  appe* 
tites  ot  the  fleRi  and  the  interefts  of  this  world  are  engaged  on 
the  oppoGte  fide.  It  is  a  very  common  cafe  with  the  fons'and 
daughters  of  Adam  to  fee  and  know  their  proper  dmy,  and  to 
have  the  reafons  that  enforce  it  frefli  in  therr  memory,  apd  yet  th^ 
powerfcii  efforts  of  the  flefh  and  the  world  with.hold  the  Will 
from  the  pra£lice,  forbid  its  holy  refolutions  for  God  and  hea. 
ven,  or  keep  thera  always  feeble,  doubtful  and  wavering.  The 
God  of  nature  therefore  iias  furnilhed  mankind  with  thofe  powers 
whrcb  wc  call  Paffions  or  AffeOions  of  the  Heart,  in  order  to 
excite  the  Will  with  fuperior  vigour  and  afiivity  to  avoid  the 
evil  and  purfue  the  good.  Upon  this  account  the  preacher  muft 
learn  to  addrefs  the  Pajfipns  in  a  proper  manner,  and  we  cannot 
but  think  it  a  very  imperfe£l  chara^er  of  a  chriftian  preacher,  that 
he  reafons  well  upon  every  fubje3,  and  talks  clearly  upon  his 
text,  if  he  has  noihing  of  the  pathetic  in  kis  minifirations,  no  talent 
at  ail  to  Arike  the  paflions  of  the  heart. 

Awaken  your  fptrit  therefore  in  your  difcourfes,  contrive  alt 
lively,  forciole,  and  penetrating  forms  of  fpeech,  to  make  your 
words  powerful  and  impreffive  on  the  hearts  of  your  hearers,  when 
light  is  firft  let  into  the  mind.  Praflice  all  the  awful  and  foleran 
ways  of  Addrefs  to  the  confcience,  all  the  foft  and  tender  influen« 
ces  on  the  heart.  Try  all  methods  to  roufe  and  awaken  the  cold, 
the  ftupid,  th^  fleepy  race  of  Gnners ;  learn  all  the  language  of 
holy  jealoufy  and  terror  to  afTright  the  prefumptuous  •;  all  the 
compalfionate  and  encouraging  manners  of  fpeaktng,  to  comfort, 
encourage,  and  dire£l  the  awakened,  the  penitent,  the  willing  and 
the  humble  ;  all  the  winning  and  engaging  modes  of  difcourfe  and 
expofiulation,  to  conflrain  the  hearers  of  every  chara£ler  to  attend. 
Seek  this  happy  {kill  of  reigning  and  triumphing  over  the  hearts 
of  an  affembly;  perfuade  them  with  power,  to  love  and  prafVice 
all  the  important  duties  of  godlinefs,!/!  oppofition  to  the  flefli  and 
the  world;  endeavour  to  kindle  the  foul  to  zeal  in  the  holy  war* 
fare,  and  to  make  it  bravely  victorious  over  al)  the  enemies  of  its 
falvation» 

But  in  all  thefe  efforts  of  facred  Oratory,  remember  Oil!,  yoti 
are  a  minifler  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift:  and  as  your  flyle  muil 
not  affe£l  the  pomp  of  the  theatre,  fo  neither  Oiould  you  borroii^ 
your  expreflions  or  your  metaphors  from  the  coarfer  occupations; 
or  any  of  the  mean  or  uncleanly  occurrences  in  life.  Swell  not 
the  found  of  ydur  periods  with  ambitious  orpedantick  |>hrafes; 
drefs  not  your  ferious  difcoarfes  to  the  people  in  too  glittering 
array,  with  an  aSe£Ution  ofgawdy  and  fiaunti^ig' ornaments,  nor 
ever  deff;end  to  fo  low  a  degree  of  familiarity  ^nd  ine^ilneft,  as 
ti^imk  yoiur  language  b^ow  the  dignity  of  your  fobj^a, 

IX.  As 
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|;?ft.  As  ^be;au  o£  Jt€afaning  Mi  die  happy  fkfll  of  Perfiu^on 
|r€  bpth  secefTafy  tp  be  ufed  in  framing  your  difcOurfes,  fp  fcfoiti 
0^  t)ifni  nay  be  borrowed  in  a  good  meaf^re  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures*.  The  Word  of  God  wiH  furnifli  you  with  a  rich 
variety  of  Jformsi  both  to  prove  and  perfuade*  Clear  inftruClion* 
jccarvincing  acgameiiti.  and  pathetic  addrefs  to  the  heart,  may  be 
^.1  drawn  lr%>m  the  (acred  writers.  Many  fine  ftrokes'of  true  logic 
and  rhetoric  «re:Xcjittered  through  that  divine  book  the  Bible. 
Words  of  force  and  elegance  to  charm  and  allure  the  foul^  glitter 
and  fp^rkle  like  golden  oor  in  fome  peculiar  parts  of  it.  Yoii 
may  nnd  tber^  noble  examples  of  the  awful  and  comp«i&ooate 
iiyU^  and  inimitable  patterns  of  the  terrible  and  the  tender.  Shitl 
we  therefore  take  the  freedom  once  again  to  call  upon  you  to  le* 
loember,  that  you  a^e  a  mioiiler  of  the  Word  of  Go|>»  a  profeffor 
•nd. preacher  of  the  Bible,  and  not  a  mere  philofopber  upon  tba 
foot  of  xeafoiif  nor  an  orator  in  a  heathen  fchool  ? 

We  are  not  herfe  direSlng  you  to  make  up  your  whole  fermbnk 
ef  not^xtng  el(b  but  a  perpetual  connexion  of  texts  of  fcripture. 
nor  tb  fpend  the  whole  hour  ih  running  from  on^  text  to  another*, 
as  a  Concordance  or  the  margin  (hall  point  them  out.  Perfont 
of  a>.low.4£gree  pf  knowledge^  who  give  tbemfelves  up  to  |this 
oietbod,  have  frequet)t]y  introduced  fcripture  in  their  difcourfes  iti 
a  fcnfe.whjch  the  holy  writers  never  thought  of,  and  which  the 
Spirit  of  Qod  never  defigned :  .  Arid  yet  if  a  learned  man  would 
happily  explain  the  more  difiicult  pahs  of  the  word  6f  God,  per;- 
haps  it>ill  be  generally  bell  done,  and  erpecially  in  the  pulpit,  by 
i;omparin|^,thep.  witth  other  texts  which  are  mote  plain  and  eafy; 
Scripture  is  thebelt  inlerpreter  Of  itfelf. 

..  Aflp  for  argument  to  tonfiftfi  a  doQtine  or  enforce  a  duty,  yoii 
fcnayborrow  mtich  of  this  from  the  Word  bf  God.  it  is  true,  when 
We  fpeak  Of'  th'ofe  fub^efis  which  bfelong  to  natiiral  religion,  we 
ihay  very  pi^operfy  brtng  argurtertti  from  the  nature  of  God  and 
man,  and  from  the  re^afori  of  things,  fo  ftiew  how  neceflary  and 
reafonable  it  is  to  belicvfe  fiich  a  truth,  or  to  praElife  fuch  a  vir- 
tue ;  nor  is  iliM  feiiipttfee  hfi^lf  barren  of  fuch  reafonings,  and  even 
in, the  peculiar  ahid^s  Of  Chiiftiahity  it  is  a  moft  excelleftt  and 
ts&Ed  dciign,  woW  ainrf  then,  to  fhcw  how  confiffctlt  aind  harmo* 
nious  they  are  with  reafon,  and  how  worthy  of  our  faith  and  pr«c. 
lice,  (irice  the  word  pf  God  his  reveafled  tbfem,  Ihbugh  they  cduld 
pot  be  found  out  by  theligbt  df  nature^  Yet  thefe  argumentf,  if 
(hey  are  long  and  l«bOilred»  and  not  immediately  apprehended  by 
the  mind,  are  much  more  proper  to  be  cgmmunicattd  tothe  world 
by  writif^  thah  by  fpeakiog^  Tbere  the  Teader  may  review  and 
dwell  upon  .^rt  argument  till  he  has  grafped  the  Whole  chain^ 
and.  admits  3lMhe  ^onneflcid  infeteoces,  aixd  fees  the  utidouHted 
f^viideoci^  of. .the  eooclufiofi.  But  r^afonings  in  the  pulpit,  for 
|he  ipol|.|>iiit,i  (bpuld  bt  ibortiaiHi  eafy,  that  ih^y  •  tialy  fttike  eem 
vi£tion  into  |he  .tpjnd  ateiofl  as  foon  as  thcf  ftrike.  ttie^eat*  ^iJ^ 
your  h^^frs  were  all  men  of  learning.  But 
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'  Bat  tbe  butVcf  our  atidi%ori«fl,  i^helber  i»  the  c!fty  of  cannlty^ 
are  not  much  profiled  by  fermoiis  merely  makk  up  -of  rational 
proofs  of  any  doArine  or  duty,  deeply  and  IsiborioiiAy  deuced 
from  the  original  fprings  and  prime  nature  of  thivigs.  They  4on\ 
find  their  minds  fo  much  enlightened,  nor  their  hearts  wa? mod,  bf 
a  tedious  train  of  conne£kd  inferences,  that  are  fetched  trent 
diftant  principles  of  nature  and  philoA>ph)r.  This  roe<hod,  uro 
confefs,  may  entertain  a  few  of  the  more  rational,  more  learned; 
or  more  polite  perfons  in  an  auditory,  who  cap  furvey  and  conmre« 
i^end  the  fenfe  of  fuch  difcourfes,  and  feel  the  force  of  fuch  kk^ 
cb^Bs  of  argumentation ;  and  thefe  perfons,  we  own,  ought  t^ 
have  due  rcfpeA  paid  them  in  fome  parts  of  our  rpiniftry.  Yet  it 
if  not  the  great  bufiaefs  of  a  preacher  pf  th^  goipel  to  pl^afe  t^^ 
{jew,  but  to  become  att' things  to  all  meUt  ima  it  po(m)Ie«  to  wu^ 
a  multitude  of  fouls  to  Chrift.  The  generality  of  our  bearera 
have  their  lives  6lled  up  with  the  bulinefs  of  their  ftation»  an4 
have  li(tle  leifure  or  advantage  to  improve  their  underftaudingi  in 
the  art  of  deep  reafoning.  Thefe  will  yawn  and  nod,  and  grow 
weary  of  the  fermon ;  nor  will  fuch  a  preacher  profit  the  alTen^blyf 
any  more  than  pleafe  them  if  he  go  on  refolutely  in  Ans  W9y« 
Such  a  minifter  will  quickly  defpife  his  bearers,  and  they  wiUTpoa^ 
b^  tired  of  their  preacher ;  and  if  fome  providenoe  do  not  remqve 
him  to  another  people,  or  if  he  do  not  betake  himf^lf  to  roixi^. 
other  bufinefs  of  life^  he  will  be  tempted  to  forfake  us,  and  throw 
himfelf  into  the  efiablilhed  chMXcb»  or  to  join  fomc  Qther  body  pf 
people. 

We  grant  it  i«  neceflary  to  ufc  ^ood  reafon  throngh  your  Wfaok 
difcourle,  and  copne£l  all  the  parts  of  it  with  juAice :  but,  aa  wo 
hinted  before,  let  yoiir  argumema  to  prove  any  pbiat,  be  generally 
Oioit  and  eafy,  and  within  the  ffrafp  of  a  common  underil^^ndini;: 
Remember  tnat  a  few  plain  and  obvious  reafoniogs,  from  familt^ 
and  well  known  nrinciples,  and  fome  rlear  and  well  cbofen  texlf 
of  "Scripture,  witn  a  word  or  two  to  explain  or  apply  tfoem.to  thn 
aiiderftandifig  and  confctcnce  of  men,  with  light  and  zeal,  will 
h^prefa  the  judgment,  and  pierce  the  j^eart,  with  more  fpeedy  and 
powerful  convi£lion  :  and  our  hearers,  who  regard  a  plain  fcrip'* 
tucal  arguixient  as  the  word  of.  the  living,  God*  will  much  mpre 
readily  receive  it,  and  (ui)mit  m^i<^h  fooner  to  the  force;  and  au- 
thority of  it.  Thus  faith  (be  Prophu^  Or,  Thus  faith  the  ApoJiU^ 
carries  greater  weight  with  it,  both  to  convince  ^nd  to  perfuacie, 
than  a  long  feries  qf  demonftrations  from  remote  principles,  tho* 
they  (hould  bc  firm  ^od  flrqu^  as  thofe  of  Euclid  or  Sir  I(aaC 
Newton* 

'  And  as  for  bright,  waffn^  ^nd  pathetic  language,  to  ftrike  the 
imagioaiion,  qf  to  afie^l  the  hfart^  to  kindle  the  divine  p^fiioni?, 
or  to  melt  the  foul,  there  is  none  c^  the  heathen  orators  can  be^^ 
fuQ^fh  you  than  the  moving  expoftulations  of  the  ancient'  pro* 
phets,  the  tender  and  fprightly  odes  of  David^  or  the  affefklonate 

part 
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jMtftof  the  leCtera  of  St,  P^uK  which  even  hia  enemies  in  tbef 
chureh  of  .Corinth  cpnfefs  to  be  powerful. ;  The  Eaftern  writers^ 
9inDfig  whotfi  we  imitib^r  the  J^ws«  were  particuUrly  famous  for 
lively  prMtory»  foif,  bright  images,',  and  bold  and  animated  figures 
of.  (peech.  CouI4  We  have  heard  Ifaiah  or  Jeremiah  pronouncing 
Come  of  their  fermons,  or  attended  St.  Paul  in  fome  of  his  pathetic 
Araiiis  of  Preaching,  we  (hould  never  mourn  a  want  .of  acquaint* 
^nce  with  Tully  or  Demollhcnes^ 

A  preacher  whofe  mind  is  -i^cll  flored  and  enriched  with  the  di- 
ving fenfe  and  fentinfients,  the  reafoning  and  the  language  of 
Scripture,  (and  efpecially  if  thefe  are  wrought  into  his  heart  by 
chriftian  experience)  fuppofing  his  other  talents  are  ecjual  to  thdfe 
of  his  brethren,  will  always  have  a  confiderable  advantage  over 
them  in  preaching  fuch  difcourfes,  as  (hall  be  mod  popular  and 
moftufeful  in  chriftian  aflemblies  :  and  be  may  better  expeft  the 

Jjrefence  and  blefling  of  God,  to  make  his  word  triumph  over  the 
buls  of  men,  and  will  generally  fpeak  to  their  hearts  with  more 
power  for  their  eternal  (alvation«  Shew  us  one  (inner  turned  to 
God  and  holinefs  by  the  labours  of  a  chriftian  preacher,  who  ta 

fenera^ly  entertaining  the  audience  with  a  long  and  weighty  chain 
f  teafoning  from  the  principles  of  nature,  and  teaching  virtue  in 
the  language  of  heathen  philofophy ;  and,  we  think,  we  may  un- 
dertake to  Ihew  you  ten  who  have  been  convinced  and  converted, 
and  have  become  lively  chriftians  by  an  attendance  upon  a  fcrip- 
tural,  afFeflionate,  and  experimental  rainiftry.  The  whole  afTem* 
bly  hang  attentive  upon  the  lips  of  a  man  who  fpeaks  to  the  heart,. 
ts  well  as  the  underftanding,  and  who  can  enforce  his  exhortations 
from  a  manifold  experience  of  the  fuccefs  of  them.  They  delight 
to  bear  the  preacher  whofe  plain  and  powerful  addrelTes  to  the  con« 
fcience,  and  whofe  frequent  methods  of  reafoning  in  the  pulpit, 
have  been  drawn  from  what  they  themfelves  have  .read  in  fcripture, 
concerning  God  and  man,  (in  and  duty,  our  mifery  and  divine 
mercy,  death,  refurrefiion,  judgment,  heaven,  and  hell.  They 
attend  with  holy  reverence  and  affe£lion  on  fuch  a  minifter,  whole 
firequent  argument,  both  in  points  of  do£lrine  and  praflice.is,  TAus 
faith  the  l^rd. 

X.  Be  not  flothful  or  negligent  in  your  preparations  for  the 
pulpit :  Take  due  time  for  it ;  that  yo.u  may  not  be  reduced  to  the 
nece{fity  of  ferving  God,  and  the  louls  of  men,  with  poor,  cold, 
and  carelefs  performances.  Remember  that  awful  word,  though 
fppken  on  another  occaOon,  Jer.  xlviii,  lo.  "  Curfed  be  he  that  • 
doth  the  work  of  the  Lord  deceitfully."  Manage  fo  as  to  leave 
generally  the  hour  before  preaching  tor  your  own  fpiritual  im-* 
provement,  by  prayer,  meditation,  and  fclf-exami nation,  that  the 
fermon  that  you  have  prepared  for  'the  people,  coming  from  the 
heart,  may  reach  the  heart.  ^  ^  ^ 

■  ■'■-.  '     ■     'If     • 
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If  it  fliould  happen  that  the.  mere  providence  of  God«  without 
any  negle£l  of  yours,  has  hindered  yoii  from  making  fo  good  a 
.preparation  as  you  defigned,  ypi^  may  with  courage^  and  hope  of 
divine  aflifiance,  venture  into  the  auerohly  with  your  (lender  and 
imperfcQ  furniture;    But  if  your  confcierice  tells  you  that  your 

E reparations  are  very  flight,  and  the  negle£l  is  all  your  own,  you 
ave  lefs  reafon  (o  expea  aids  from  ahove,  without  great  humili- 
ation for  your  negligence.  And  what  if  God  fhould  fbrfake  you 
fofarin  the  pulpit,  as  toexpofe^you  to  pubiic  (hame^  and  thus 
punifli  you  for  your  careleflnefs  in  the  midfi  of  the  congregation  ? 

[  To  be  cmtinued  in  the  next.  3 


Afliort  Account  of  the  Convcrfion  and  happy  Death  of  IJIORO* 
THY  C'ELL^ARs,  of  Bolton  in  Lancaihire  ;  being  one  of  the 
fird  who  was  relieved  by  the  Benevolent  Society,  begun  iti  BoU 
ton  in  the  year  1793. 

SHE  was  bom  near  Chorley,  and  in  the  Q^th  year  of  her  agtf^ 
canse  to  Bolton,  with  her  hufband  and  four  froall  children. 
About  a  year  after,  her  hufband  and  one  child  fickened  azid  died. 
Some  of  the  Society  in  Bolton  bearing  of  her  diftrefled'  circum* 
fiances,  viGted  her  from  motives  of  pity  and  compafEon ;  and  the 
Lord  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  make  this  a  feafon  of  mercy  to  her 
foul.  She  faw  ana  acknowledged  the  kind  hand  of  Providence  in 
fending  fuch  friends  to  her  relief  in  the  day  of  deep  poverty  and 
difirefs.  Their  converfation  likewife  proved  beneficial  to  her  fouU 
and  (he  difcovered  her  fallen  eftate  by  nature,  and  the  neceffity  of 
a  fpiritual  Refunefiion  into  the  favour  and  image  of  Godi  From 
that  time  (he  attended  the  fervice  in  the  Methodift  Chapel,  and 
likewife  met  in  clafs.  Her  convi£lions  continued  to  increafe,  and 
ibefoc^ghtthe  Lord  diligently  ai»dearneflly;  and  he  whQ  regardeth 
the  fi)pj>licatipn  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and  faw  the  fincerity  of 
her  heart,  was  found  of  her.  ^  In  the  beginning  of  June,  1794^ 
there  was  a  gracious  out^pouring  of  the  divine  Spirit  at  Bolton, 
not  only  in  the  chapel,  but  frequently  in  private  houfes^  In  one  of 
tbefe  meetings,  Mr.  Miller  happened  to  be  prefent,  and  likewife 
this  poor  woman ;  her  mournmg  foul  was  let  at  liberty,  and  ihe 
was  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  falvation  of  God^  Notwuhfianding 
various  temptations  and  difcouragements  that  (he  afterwards  met 
with,  yet  (he  held  faft  her  confidence  in  the  Lord  to  the  Uft. 

Soon  after  obtaining  pardoning  mercy,  her  health  began  to  de- 
cline, and  not  being  able  to  provide  for  berfelf  and  three  fmall 
children,  (he  applied  to  the  pariOi  to  which  flie  belong,  but 
could  obtain  no  relief ;  and  the  Benevolent  Society  beitig  then 
in  its  infancy^  their  fund  was  very  fmall.     However  Providence 
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took  carp  of  this  poor  daughter  of  Abraham,  and  fent  her  reKcf 
from  feveral  well-difpofed  perfons  ;  her  wants  were  well  fupplied 
till  (he  left  thjs  region  of  forrow,  and  arrived  fafe  in  that  city, 
wbejre  no  inhabitant  (hall  ever  fay,  **  I  am  fick/' 

A  little  before  her  deceafe,  being  vifited  by  one  of  our  leaders* 
he  found  her  ftruggling  with  her  laft  enemy.  After  prayer,  (he 
exprefied  her  triumph  in  the  following  fliort  but  emphatic  fen- 
tenc.es,  "  O.  fweet  Jcfus !  BlelTed  be  God  !  Praife  the  Lord,  O 
*'  my  foul  J."  and  (hortly  after  fell  afleep ;  in  the  40th  year  of  her 
*ge.  .     ^ 

The  feafonable  afliflance  afforded  to  this  poor  (beep  of  Chrift's 
fold,  is  worth  all  the  money  that  has  been'collefted  by  the  mem- 
bers of  that  blelTed  inftitution,  The  Humane  Society.  What  are 
ail  the  riches  in  the  world  in  comparifon  of  the  falvation  of  one 
immoital  foul !  I  write  this  fliort  narrative  to  encourage  the  be- 
nevolent and  humane,  and  to  let  them  fee  that  their  labour  is  not 
'in  vain  in  the  Lord  ;  panicularly  thdfe  aftive  perfons  who  are 
daily  taking  up  their  crofs  in  viGting  the  habitations  of  the  wretched 
and  miferable.  It  is  furprifing  what  numbers  ot  diftrelfed  obje3s 
Jiave  been  found  in  fo  fmall  a  town  as  Bolton,  during  the  hard 
Winter  of  1795-  Some  were  deftitute  of  both  food  and  fire ;  and 
feveral  without  beds,  or  even  ftraw  to  lie  upon,  having  only  a 
few  (havings  for  their  bed.  Among  them  were  many  poor  women 
and  children,  whofc  hufbands  or  fathers  were  gone  for  foldiers, 
and  had  left  them  to  flarve.  Such  are  the  dreadful  effefibs  of  war» 
that  horrible  calamity,  which  the  Almighty,  in  righteous  judg- 
ment, has  permitted  to  chaftife  a  finful  nation  for  our  manifold 
Iranfgreflions  againlf  his  holy  Law  !  If  any  doubt  of  the  reality 
of  thefe  diftreffing  fcenes,  let  them  accompany  the  Vifitors  only 
a  few  hours,  and  they  will  fee  the  tale  of  'woe  verified  before  their 
eyes. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  fincerely  Ijlefs  God,  that  fo  noble  a  charity 
is  fet  on  foot :  Even  in  Bolton  wonders  have  been  ddne  :  we  have 
feveral  in  the  fociety  who  have  been  broiight  out  of  ipifery  by 
that  bleifed  means,  and  are  alfo  in  a  hopeful  way  of  being  eternally 
faved.  The  Vifitors  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged  :  They  have 
nothing,  they  defire  nothing  for  their  labour,  but  the  noble  re- 
ward of  doing  good  to  the  fnoft  indigent  of  their  fellow-creatures. 
Abftrafted  from  this,  there  is  nothing  pleafing  in  entering  the 
abodes  of  wretchednefs,  where  every  thing  is  ofTenfive,  occafioned 
by  fevers,  confumptions,  want  of  cleanlinefs.  Sec.  But  the  good 
which  refults  from  their  taking  up  this  crofs  is  beyond  defcription  ; 
and  1  hope  God  will  raife  up  more  generous  fpirits,  and  Will  fay 
to  them  in  the  great  day,  "  Inafmuch  a$  yt  did  it  unto  the  leaft  of 
theft  my  brethren^  ye  did  it  unta  me." 

The  preceding  (hort  narrative,  and  others  of  a  (knllar  kind 
*  which  have  been  infcrted  occafionally  in  the  Magazine,  will,  I 
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truft,  he  encouraging,  to  fome  poor  ftruggling  fouk,  in  their  piU 
grimage  through  life.  But  here  follows  a  very  (iiflFerent  charafier, 
which  neverthclefs,  may  be  of  ufe  by  way  of  warning,  that  others 
may  ftun  the  path  of  the  deftroyer.  As  I  received  the  awful  ac 
count  from  perfons  of  unquefiionable  veracity,  I  may  venture  to 
relate  it  as  a  real  h&. 

An  aged  man  lived  near  Bolton,  who  was  remarkable  for  vice 
and  immorality  of  every  kind,  efpecially  Sabbath-< breaking  and 
cock-fighting,  and  the  evils  conneded  with  themi     He  regarded 
no  place  of  worfliip,  but  had  a  perfeft  antipathy  to  every  thing  of 
that  kind  ;  for  altho'  he  lived  where  the  gofpel  was  preached,  yet 
he  never  attended  ;  and  if  any  one  geve  him  a  kind  invitation,  he 
refented  it  with  much  indignation,  manifeiling  the  utmoft  enmity 
totbofe  who  fought  his  eternal  welfare,  and  difcovering  in  all  his 
aQions,  that  he  hated  Chriii  and  his  followers.     J&eing  a  fort  of 
ringleader  in  wickednefs,  his  cuftoni  was  (o  rife  early  on  Sabbath- 
mornings,  and  aflemble  his  companions,  in  order  to  confult  what 
kind  of  wickednefs  they  might  confume  the  day  in  ;    one  part  of 
which  was,  to  go  from  place  to  place  to  view  their  cocks,  engage 
in  matching  them,  and  other  evils  conne6led  therewith,  fuch  as 
drunkenne»,  quarrelling,  fwearing,  and  the  like.      The  old  man 
had  a  grandfon  of  his  own  training  up,  who  trod  in  his  fteps,  aud 
in  whom  he  took  great  delight,  for  he  could  fee  his  own  image  in 
him.      The  day  before  the  old  man's  death,  there  was  a  meeting 
for  cock-fighting,  at  fome  difiance,  to  which  the  young  man  went. 
Previous  to  his  letting  out,  the  grandfather  defired  him,  when  he  re* 
turned,  to  come  and  inform  him  how  the  battles  had  gone  on;  and 
if  he  found  opportunity,  he  might  match  fome  cocks  for  him;  and 
if  he  wanted  money.he  would  fupply  him.      From  hence  we  may 
judge  how  this  poor  creature  had  his  heart  engaged  in  wickednefs. 
The  grandfon  upon  his  return  gave  him  a  full  account  of  matters, 
and  the  engagements  which  he  had  made  for  him  ;  but  as  his  mo- 
ney had  fallen  (hort,  the  old  man  was  refolved  to  go  next  morning 
.  and  fettle  the  engagements  himfelf.       Accordingly  on  Sunday 
morning  at  four  o'clock  he  fet  out  with  his  grandfon  tipon  this 
bufinefs :   but  here  his  journey  ended ;    he'  fell  down  upon  the 
ground  fpeechlefs,  with  his  mouih  open,  and  his  tongue  mooting 
out  beyond  his  lips,  and  expired  immediately.      He  was  79  years 
.  old.     On  fuch  awful  occafions  as  thefe,  one  cannot  help  recolle£l« 
ing  the  words  of  Scripture,  "  He  that  being  often  reproved  and 
hardeneth  his  neck,  fliall  fuddenly  be  deftroyed,  and  that  without 
jemedy,"  Pibv.  xxix.  1. 

T.  Taylor. 
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[  Continued  from  page  187. 

T  X  7  HATEVER  their  diftreffes  had  been,  they  were  not  to  be  com-  j 

V  V     pared  to  Uje  fituation  to  whkh  they  were  now  reduced.     In-  j 

deed  they  npw  experienced  the  extreme  of  human  mifery.  The  next 
day,  Which  was  the  fecond  in  which  they  had  exifted  without  food  or 
water,  they  were  fo  very  thirfly,  that  when  any  of  them  could  not 
furniih  himfelf  with  a  draught  of  urine,  he  would  borrow  a  (hell  full 
of  bis  companion  who  was  more  fortunate,  till  it  .was  in  his  power  to 
repay  it.  Here  the  (hip's  fleward,  and  another  of  the  party,  unable 
to  furvive  their  melancholy  fituation,  expired.  Our  people  were  ftill 
obliged  to  fleep  upon  the  lands,  the  track  they  purfued  being  bounded 
on  one  fide  by  mountains  of  fand,  and  on  the  other  by  the  fca  ;  and 
they  continued  without  food  or  water,  except  the  half  of  a  fifli  which 
they  found  in  their  way.  But  this  fcarcely  afforded  a  mouthful  to  each. 
Indeed  fome  would  not  touch  a  bit  of  it,  left,  without  water,  it  fhould 
only  add  to  the  mifery  they  already  endured. 

jSfext  morning  two  more  of  the  party  were  reduced  to  a  very  lah- 
^uifhing  ilate,  but  they  flill  walked  on,  dreading  to  be  left  behind. 
One  of  them,  however,  had  not  proceeded  far  before  he  laid  himfelf 
down,  unalble  to  proceed  a  flep  farther.  His  companions  fhook  band& 
with  him,  and  recommending  him  to  the  mercy  of  heaven,  as  it  was 
not  in  their  power  to  afford  him  any  afiiftance,  left  him  to  cxpife- 

They  again  wept  on,  but  without  finding  any  alleviation  to  their 
woes,  till  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  came  to  a 
deep  gulley,  which  they  entered,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  water. 
Here  they  found  another  of  the  Grofve^or*s  crew  dead.  He  was  lying 
upoii  his  face  in  the  fand,  with  his  right  hand  cut  off  at  the  wrift.  So 
lingular  a  circumftance  *  could  not  but  excite  the  aflonifhment  of  our 
people  ;  and  it  was  rccolleftcd,  that  while  living,  it  was  a  common  af- 
.  fcveration  ufed  by  the  deceafed,  **  May  the  DevU  cut  my  right  hand  off 
ij  it  ht  not  true.'*  Extraordinary  as  this  might  appear,  and  ridiculous 
as  any  inference  may  be  thought  by  fome,  the  fa£fc  is  no  lefs  true  than 
itrange,  and  it  very  fenfibly  affecled,  for  thfe  time,  his  ipcffmates. 
John  Wannington,  the  boatl'wain's  mate,  who  was  one  of  thpje  that 
loft  their  cloajths  ip  crofling  the  river,  as  before  related,  took  this  op- 
portunity of  fupplying  himfelf  by  appropriating  to  hi?  ufc  a  part  of 
jthofe  which  were  found  on  the  deceafed. 

Notwithftanding  their  diftrefled  fituation,*  they  marched  on  till  nighty 
and  then  laid  themfelves  down  to  fleep,  without  taking  any  fuftenancr 
but  what  their  own  urine  afforded  them.  The  next  day  brought  ao 
abatement  to  the  miferies  of  thefe  famiihed  vpnderers.  N^ceflit^,  ^O^- 
cver  impelled  them  to  proceed,  though  nothing  but  defpair'prdcnted^ 
itf^lf.  To  fuc^  a  ftate  of  weaknefs  yrere  they  pow  reduced,  that  they 
had  proceeded  but  a  little  way,  befop  another  of  the  party  droppcl^ 
and  was  left  to  fiis  fate. '  '   '       :     * 

They  were  now  reduced  to  three,  viz.  Hynes,  Evans,  apd  Wor- 
mington  ;  and  theic  were  ne^ly  qij  the  point  of  (haripg  the  fate  of 
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iheit  companions.  Their  faculties  drooped  apace ;  they  could  fcarccly 
hear  or  fee  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  vertical  fun  darted  its  beams  lb  in- 
teniely  upon  them,  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they  got  on," 
Next  morning  the  three  forlorn  travellers  went  on  ;  but  by  this  thne 
their  thirft  was  fo  extreme,  (the  only  liquid  they  hid  to  quench  it  add- 
ing to  their  torment)  that  Wormington  eameftly  importuned  Hynes 
and  Evans  to" determine  by  lot  who  fliould  die,  in  order  that  by  drinking 
his  blood  the  other  two  might  be  preferved.  Hynes  was  grown  fo 
weak,  that  he  was  almofl  childiCh,  Upon  hearing  Wormington's  pro. 
pofal,  bis  tears  flowed  in  plenteous  ftreams  down  his  cheeks,  but  he 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  it.  He  laid,  that  if,  as  they  went  on, 
he  ihould  become  fo  very  feeble  as  to  drop,  they  then  were  at  liberty  to 
do  what  they  pleafed  with  him,  if  they  thought  it  would  tend  to  their 
own  pre&rvation  ;  but  as  long  aa  he  was  able  to  walk,  he  would  not 
think  of  calling  lots.  Wormington  hearing  this,  would  proceed  no 
farther,  upon  which  the  other  two  (hook. hands  with  him,  and  left 
him. 

It  is  almofl  impofTible  for  the  mind  of  man  to  imagine  a  fituation  §6 
truly  deplorable  and  alarming,  as  that  to  which  thele  poor  wtetches 
were  at  diis  time  reduced.  The  fufceptible  h^rt  fomel^nes  feels  rncx^ 
Credible  concern  at  feeing  the  approaching  exit  of  one  friend  :  What 
anguifh  then  mufl  the  unhappv  wanderers  experience  with  fuch  re- 
peated ravages  of  death  before  their  eyes,  and  thefc  rendered  more  ter- 
rifying by  the  expe6lation  of  being  themfelves  the  next  vi6lim  to  his 
unrelenting  dart !     Human  nature  ihudders  at  the  bare  idea ! 

Hynes  and  Evans  now  made  another  effprt  to  get  on,  but  with*  their 
bcil  exertions  they  made  very  little  progreis.  About  ten  o'olock  they 
(aw  ibmething  before  them,  which  had  the  appearance  of  lai^e  birds. 
Elated  with  the  ftght,  th<iy  entertained  a  hope  ot  being  able  to  get  fomc 
of  them,  and  thereby  allay  the  torments  they  endured.  But  what  was 
their  furprife  to  find,  as  they  approached  nearer,  that  they  were  meiu 
Being  nearly  blind,  aiKl  almoft  in  a  flate  of  idiotifm,  they  did  not  at 
firft  recoiled  who  their  new-found  companions  were ;  but  after  fon» 
time  they  djfcovered  that  they  were  four  of  the  ilcward's  party,  from 
which  they  had  been  feparatcd^  One  of  them,  a  lad  of  about  eleven 
years  of  age,  whofe  name  was  Price,  came  a  little  way  to  meet  them  ; 
their  firft  enqiiiry  was,  whether  they  had  any  freJh  water,  and  being 
anfwcrcd  in  the  affirmative,  they  appeared  to  be  infpired  with  new 
life.  • 

The  party  they  had  jufl:  joined,  now  made  enquiry  in  their  turn, 
wha^  was  become  of  the  reft  of  Hynes's  companions.  To  this  he  re- 
plied, that  theywere  all  dead  except  Wormington,  whom  they  had 
left  fiehind  them  that  morning.  Upon  which  Berney  Leary,  and  Fran- 
dfcode  LaiTo,  went  in  fcarch  of  him.  Before  Leary  and  De  LafTo  fet 
out,  they  charged  the  two  who  remained  behind,  by  no  means  to  per- 
mit Hynes  and  Evans  to  have  much  water,  as  (cveral  had  expired  by 
drinking  too  freely  a^d-eagerly.  But  fo  impatient  were  they  to  quench 
that  thirft,  which  had  fo  long  tormented  them,  that  they  laid  themfelves 
down  to  drink  at  the*  fpring,  and  might  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
pf udcnce  had  not  Price  and  the  other  clofed  up  the  faiid,  and  thereby 
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"prevented  them*  They  then  took  them  to  an  alcove,  at  a  little  ^i^ 
.Unce»  and  having  given  them  a  fmall  quantity  of  -fhell-fiih,  left  them 
to  their  repofe,  while  the  former  went  out  to  forage. 

Leary  and  De  LaiTo  having  found  Wormington,  returned  with  him  ; 
tnd  when  Hynes  and  Evans  awoke,  they  began  to  recount  to  each  other 
•the  hardihips  they  had  encountered,  particularly  in  traverftng  over  the 
laft  dcfert.  Hynes  was  informed  by  Leary,  that  they  had  buried  on 
it  the  Captain's  ftcward.  After  which  they  had  not  gone  far  before 
they  were  reduced  to  fuch  diflrefs  for  proviTions,  that  a  confultation 
was  held  what  was  to  be  done  in  their  prefent  exigency,  in  which  it 
.was  determined  to  fend  two  of  the  party  back,  in  order  to  eut'oiBF  fome 
of  the  flelh  'of  the  recently  binied  lleward,;  and  bring  it  for  their  im« 
snediate  fupport. 

The  two  men  accordingly  fet  out  for  that  purpofe,  but  having  over- 
feot  the  place,  they  turned  about  to  regain  it ;  when  through  the  kind 
iritcrpofttion  of  Providence,  inftead  of  taking  back  to  their  companions 
difgUiting  human  fiefli,  they  carried  the  more  pleafing  flefti  of  a  young 
ffeal,  which -they  found  clofeto  the  fteward's  grave,  newly  driven  on 
.ihbre,  and  frefh  bleeding.  This  proved  a  -mod  feafonable  relief,  and 
•enabled  them  to  reach  the  alcove,  where  they  now  were» 

They  likewife  gave  Hynes  and  his  two  companions  an  account  of  the 
•fingufar  manncr'in  which  they  got  fhell-fifli.  They  had  obfervcd  on 
the  banks  of  a  river  a  great  number  of  birds,*  in  the  aft  of  fcratching 
up  thefand  ;  after  this  they  foared  into  thfc  air  with  fomcthing  in  their 
mouths,  which  they  let  fall  upon  the  ftones,  and  then  defcending  took 
izp^their  prey.  Thefe  manoeuvres  catching  the  attention  of  the  hungry 
travellers,  they  \^atched  the  birds  for  fome  time,  and  coming  up  to  the 
.phce,  they  found  that  when  the  'tide  was  in,  the  fhell-filh,  as  there 
"were  no  rocks  on  that  coaft,  buried  themielves  in  the  fand,  and  attra6l- 
ing  the  inllinftive  depredations  of  the  lairds,  were  obtained  in  the  fore- 
going manner.  Thus  was  Providence  pleafed  to  point  out  to  our  people 
the  means  of  procuring  food,  without  whofe  intervention  they  muft 
-undoubtedly  have  perifhed. 

'  Among  other  circumftances  which  Hynes  and  Evans  recounted  in 
'their  turn  to  the  party'  they  had  joined,  they  mentioned  that  the  fhip*s 
ftcward,  whom  they  had  left  to  expire  on  the  road,  had  very  decent 
•cloaths  on  ;  and  thefe  being  articles  which  the  latter  flood  much  in  need 
of,  ohe  of  the  party,  whofe  name  was  Dodge,  propofed,  if  Evans  would 
ihew  him  the  way,  to  go  back  and  bring  them. 

Evans,  who  was  by  this  time  tolerably  recovered,  accepted  the  pr<J- 
pofal,  and  they  fet  out  together  early  the  next  morning.  In  the  even- 
ing Evans  returned,  but  without  his  Companion;  On  being  afked  the 
reafon  of  coming  alone,  he  informed  them  that  Dodge  had  been  fo  very 
indolent,  and  came  on  fo  flowly,  that  had  he  walked  his  pace,  he 
fhould  never  have  got  back  to^the  alcove.  He  further  related  to  bis 
companions,  that  when  Dodge  and  he  reached  the  place  where  the 
fteward  had  been  left,  they  cbuld  fee  nothing  of  him,  from  which  it 
Was  concluded  that  he  had  died,  and  afterwards  been  carried  away  by 
the  wild  bcafU. 

As 
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As  for  Dodge,  he  was  feen  by  Evans  lagging  a  confiderable  way  be- 
hind ;  but  as  he  did  not  join  his  companions,  and  was  never  icen  aftei^ 
Hyncs  entertained  not  a  doubt,  but  that  he  had  aifo  become  a  prey  to 
the  wild  beafts ;  as  not  a  day  palTed  without  their  feeing  lions,  tygers,  or 
wolves.  Of  wolves  they  had  feen  twenty  at  a  time  lying  in  the  grais  ; 
and  in  order  to  drive  them  away,  it  was  their  common  prai6lice  repeat- 
edly to  fhout  as  loud  as  they  could,  which  never  faUed  of  having  ^ 
proper  cflFed, 

They  employed  thcmfelves  for  the  two  following  days  in  coLloStiag 
ihell-filh,  which  they  broiled,  in  order  to  conftitute  a  flock  of  provi- 
fions  for  their  march.  Having  obtained  a  fuiiicient  quantity,  they  con^* 
ftru£led  a  catamarand,  and  paifed  the  river.*  This  they  effe6ied  witb 
very  great  difficulty,  as  it  was  of  a  great  breadth,  and  the  current  (9 
ftrong  that  they  had  nearly  been  driven  out  to  fca  by  it. 

When  they  had  gained  the  fhore,  they  could  'not  help  looking  back 
with  terror  and  amazement  at  the  length  of  the  way  they  had  been 
driven  down  by  the  rapidity  of  the  flream.  Here  they  like  wife  found 
thefpecies  of  Aieli-fifli  that  hides  in  the  fand,  as  before  related.  Ao- 
cording  to  Hynes's  account  it  is  of  a  triangular  form,  and  has  the  powiqr 
of  finking,  with  great  facility,  wherever  it  finds  moiflure,  which  it  did 
nearly  as  fall  as  they  could  dig  for  them^  it  i&  about  two  inches  long, 
and  three  broad,  and  pointed  at  one  end,  with  which  it  makes  its  way 
into  the  fand. 

The  whole  party  by  this  time  coniifted  of  fix  perfons  only,  and  they 
travelled  on  together  flill  over  a  defart  country,  where  neither  hut  or 
native  was  to  be  feen.'  After  proceeding  about  fix  days,  they  came  to 
another  river,  which  Hynes  fays  he  has  fince  heird  is  called  Schwarts 
or  Black  river,  where  they  took  up  their  abode  that  night. 

The  country  now  began  to  wear  a  more  pleafing  afpeft.  It  appeared 
to  be  more  fertile  than  any  they  had  pafled  for  fome  time,  and  at  a  con- 
fiderable difbnce  from  the  fhore  they  could  difcem  huts.  An  accident 
happened  in  this  place  which  gave  them  great  alarm.  Th^'grafs  by  fome 
means  taking  fire,  it  fpread  with  fuch  rapidity,  that  it  was  with  the  ut- 
moil  difficulty  they  were  able  to  extinguifh  it.  Their  apprehenhons 
updn  this  oCcafion  were  very  poignant,  as  they  were  much  afraid  the 
blaze  would  bring  the  natives  down  Upon  them,  and  excite  their  ce(bnt»* 
mcnt. 

The  next  morning  they  fwam  over  the  river,  which  was  not  fo  wide 
as  the 'former ;  and  they  had  not'  gone  far  before  they  faw  another  whale 
lying  on  the  fea  fhore.  Being  thus  provided  with  food,  they  determined 
to  crefl  a  hut,  and  to  reft  themfelves  for  four  or  five  days.  But  on 
iearching  for  water,  that  necedary  article  was  not  to  be  met  with. 
They  therefore  cut.  up  a  part  of  the  whale,  and  when  each  of  them 
had  got  as  much  as  he  could  conveniently  carry,  they  proceeded  on 
their  route.  They  had  not,  however,  travelled  above  two  hours  before 
theycame  to  a  much  more  defirable  fpot,  where  they  halted,  and  vepofed 
themfelves.     It  was  a  thicket  which  afiordcd  fhelter,  and  where  they 

met  with  water.  . 

.  ,  i 

*  This  river  is  probably  the  Zon  Dags  river,  which  is  very  wide,  and  Hies  uy 
the  N.  E.  of  the  Schwarts  river,  mentioned  aftcrwaids. 
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•  Next  morning  four  of  the  party  went  back  to  the  whale,  in  order 
to  bring  off  a  larger  fupply  ;  and  De  Laflb  and  the  boy  (Price)  were 
left  to  take  care  of  the  fire,  and  to  gather  wood  againft  the  return  of 
night.  During  the  abfencc  of  the  four,  the  boy,  who  was  in  the  wood, 
perceived  at  a  little  diftance  two  men,  each  with  a  gun  in  his  hand ; 
and  being  much  intimidated  at  their  appearance,  retired  haflily  towards 
the  fire,  whither  he  was  purfued  by  them. 

Thefe  men  belonged  to  a  Dutch  fettlement  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  were  in  fearch  of  fome  ftrayed  cattle,  when  they  perceived  Price ; 
and  obferving  at  the  fame  time  the  fmoke  which  arofe  from  the  fire, 
-concluded  he  would  take  that  way,  and  followed  him  to  it«  The  name 
of  one  of  the  men  was  John  Bat  tores,  who  being  probably  a  Portu- 
guefe,  and  De  Lafifo^n  lulian,  through  the  great  affinity  of.  thefe  two 
languages,  they  made  ihift  to  underfland  each  other* 
•'  When' Battores  heard  their  melancholy  talc,  he  defired  they  would 
condu£l  him  to  the  place  where  then:  companions  were.  Upon  which 
they  all  went  back  together  to  the  whale,  where  they  found  our  people 
employed  in  catting  it  up*  Battores  made  them  throw  the  whole  of 
'iihe  whale's  flefh  away,  and  defiring  them  to  follow  him,  promifed  that ' 
•they  Ihoiild  have  better  food,  and  be  fupplied  with  every  neceflary 
rwhen  they  reached  the  habitation  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  joy  that  inftantly  beamed  forth  in  every  breaft,.  upon  receiving 
this  p leafing  intelligence,  is  not  to  be  defcribcd,  or  fcarcely  to  be  con* 
ceived.  And  the'  eSxQts  it  produced  were  as'  various  as  extraordijur)'* 
Every  faculty. feemed  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  violent  agitation  :  One  man 
•laughed  ;  another  cried  ;  and  another  danced.  Comfort  and  thefe  un* 
chappy  wanderers  had  bewa-lo^ong  eftrangcd  to  each  other,  and  their 
nervous  fyftcm  was  lb  out  of  tone,  that  the  convullive  expreflions  of 
their  (atisfaftipn  are  not  to  be  wondered  at.  But  their  fpirits  grew  more 
.compolcd  when  they  were  informed  that  they  were  now  within  the  fct^ 
tkments  of  the  Dutch,  and  not  more  than  foiir  hundred  miles  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope* 

The  fpacc  they  had  to  walk  to  the  houf^  which  was  thre«  miles  dif- 
tant,  was  comparatively  tripped  lightly  over,  notwithflanding  tbcf 
were  ib  much  enfeebled  by  their  long  and  tedious  march*  *  The  recital 
of  fome  of  their  adventures  beguiled  the  way ;  and  all  was  rapture,  all 
was  peace. 

Battores  was  not  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  to  which  their  fteps  were 
direfled^  but  principal  fervant  to  Mynheer  Chridopher  RooilofiF,  who^ 
when  he  was  made  ac(|uainted  with  their  diilrellesy  treated  them  with 
.great  kindnefs. 

He  immediately  ordered  fome  bread  and  milk  to  be  given  them  ;  but, 
under  a  miftakcn  idea,  he  furnilhed  them  with  fuch  a  quantity,  that  by 
eating  voracioufly,  and  overloading  their  ftomachs,  they  had  n^rly 
killed  themfclves.  After  they  had  made  their  meal,  lacks  were  fprcad 
upon  the  ground  for  them  to  repofe  on. 

It  had  been  a  long  while  firice  they  had  known  any  thing"  of  the  cal- 
culation of  time  ;    oays,  weeks,  and  months  had  imperceptibly  flipped 
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Miy,  ^bOttt  tlieir  bong  ^le  to  note  them  zccotdkng  to  the  accuftomed 

they  were  ftow  infoftned  thit  the  day  on  which  this  happy  reveife 
of  fortune  todk  place^  was  the  2gth  of  November,  fo  that,  as  they 
were  (hipwrecked  on  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  it  muft  have  been  ohe 
hundred  and  feventecn  diys  fmce  their  leaving  the  (hip  ;  during  which  ' 
time  they  had  fufFered  incredible  hard(hips^  aod  had  often  been  pre- 
ferved  xtiiraculouily* 

t  To  be  continued.  ] 


LETTER    VI. 

From  the  Bishop  of  LANDAFF  to  THOMAS  PAlNlt. 

AFTER  what  I  coticeive  to  be  a  great  mifreprefentation  of  the 
chara^ber  and  conda£l  of  Jeremiah,  you  bring  forward  An  ob- 
jeftion  which  Spinoia  a^d  others  before  you  had  much  infilled  upon^ 
though  it  is  an  ob'jeftion  which  neither  allfe£ls  the  genuineAefsi  nor  th<i 
auth^tidty  of  the  book  of  Jetemiah,  any  more  than  the  blunder  of  si 
book-binder,  in  mifplacing  the  fheet^  of  your  pcrfotmslnte,  would 
leflcn  il5  authority.  The  objeftion  is,  that  the  bbOk  of  Jerfetfiiah  haSi 
betn  put  together  in  a  difordered  ftatfe.  It  is  acknowledged,  that  the 
onler  of  time  is  not  every  where  obferved  ;  but  th^  tauie  of  the  corii 
fofion  is  not  known.  Some  attribute  it  to  Bdruch  colle6liftg  into  onfe 
volume  all  the  feveral  prophecies  which  Jeremiah  had  Written,  and 
hfeglefiing  to  put  them  in  their  proper  places : — others  think  that  th* 
fcvcral  parts  of  the  work  were  at  firft  properly  arranged,  but  thit  thro* 
accident,  or  the  tarelcflhels  of  tranfcribers,  they  were  deranged  :--* 
eihets  contend,  that  there  is  no  confufion  ;  that  prophecy  differs  from 
iiiibry,  in  not  being  fubjeft  to  an  aecuratd  obfervance  of  time  and 
order.  But  leaving  this  matter  to  be  fettled  by  critical  difcuflion,  let 
m  come  to  a  miftter  of  greater  importance — to  your  chaif  e  againft*  Je- 
teuiifth  for  his  duplicity,  md  for  his  falfe  ptedidion.  Firft>  is  to  hil 
dujOieity: 

Jeremiah,  on  account  of  his  having  boldly  prediSsd  the  de(lru£lioxi 
of  Jerufalem,  had  been  thruft  into  a  miry  dungeon  by  the  princes  ojF 
Judah  who  fought  his  life  ;  there  he  would  have  perilhed,  had  not  one 
of  tKe  eunuchs  taken  compallipn  on  him,  and  petitioned  king  Zedekiak 
in  his  favour,  faying,  ^^Thefemen  (the  princes)  have  done  evil  in  all 
that  tl^!have  done  to  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  (no  fmall  tedimony 
this,  of  the  probity  of  the  prophet's  charaOir,)  whom  they  have  caft 
into  the  dungeon,  and  he  is  like  to  die  for  hunger."-^— On  this  repre- 
fcntation  Jeremiah  was  taken  out  of  the  dungeon  by  an  order  from  the 
king,  Who  fooh  afterwards  fentprivately  for  hini,  and  defired  him  to  con- 
ceal nothing  from  him,  bin(ang  hirofelf,  by  an  oath,  that,  whatever 
niight  be  the  nature  of  his  prophecy,  be  would  not  put  him  to  death, 
or  deliver  himi  into'  tlie  hands  of  the  princes  who  fought  his  life.  Jerti- 
•    Vol.  XX.  May,  1797.  "liah 
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miah  delivered  to  him  the  purpofe  of  God  refpe^Ung  the  fate  of  Jeru- 
faleni.  The  conference  being  ended,  the  king,  anxious  to  peiform  his 
oath,  to  preferve  the  life  of  the  prophet,  difmiffcd  him,  laying,  "  Let 
no  man  know,  of  thefe  words,  and  thou  flialt  not  die.  fiut  if  the 
princes  hear  that  I  have  talked  with  thee,  and  they  come  unto  thee,, 
and  fay  unto  thee,  Declare  unto  us  now  what  thou  haft  laid  unto  the 
king,  hide  it  not  from  us,  and  we  will  not  put  thee  to  death  ;  Mo 
what  the  king  faid  unto  thee  :  then  thou  flialt  fay  unto  them,  I  pre- 
fented  my  fupplication  before  the  king,  that  he  would  not  caufe  me  to 
return  to  Jonathan's  houfe  to  die  there.  Then  came  all  the  princes  un- 
to Jeremiah,  and  afl<.ed  him,  and  he  told  them  according  to  all  thelc 
words  that  the  king  had  commanded." — Thus,  you  remark,  "  this  man 
of  God,  as  he  is  called,  could  tell  a  lie,  or  very  ftrongly  prevaricate  ; 
for  certainly  he  did  not- go  to  Zedekiah  to  make  his  fupplication,  nei<-> 
ther  did  he  make  it." — It  is  not  faid  that  he  told  the  princes  he  went  to 
.  siNike  his  fupplication,  but  that  he  prtfented  it :  now  it  is  faid  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  that  he  did  make  the  fupplication,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  in  this  conference  he  renewed  it  ;  but  be  that  as  it  may,  I 
contend  that  Jeremiah  was  not  guilty  of  duplicity,  or,  in  more  intelli- 
gible terms,  that  he  did  not  violate  any  law  of  nature,  or  of  civil  foci- 
ety,  in  what  he  did  on  this  occalion.  He  told  the  truth,  in  part,  to 
fave  his  life,  and  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  tell  the  whole  to  mctx 
who  were  certainly  his  enemies,  and  no  good  fubjefts  to  his  king-  *'  In 
81  matter  (fays  Puffendorf)  which  I  am  not  obliged  tp  declare  to  another, 
if  I  cannot,  with  fafety,  conceal  the  whole,  I  may  fairly  difcovcr  no 
jnore  than  a  part."  Was  Jeremiah  under  any  obligation  to  declare  to 
the  prince3  what  had  pafTed  in  his  conference  with  the  king  ?  You 
jToay  as  well  fay,  that  the  houfe  of  lords  has  a  right  to  compel  privy- 
counfellors  to  reveal  the  king's  fecrcts,  Tke  king  cannot  juftiy  require 
a  privy-counfellor  to  tell  a  lie  for  him  ;  but  he  may  require  him  not  to 
divulge  his  counfels  to  thofe  who  have  no  right  to  know  them. — Now 
for  the  falfe  prediction — I  will  give  the  defcription  of  it  in  your  own 
words. 

^<  In  the  34th  chapter  is  a  prophecy  of  Jeremiah  to  Zedekiah,  in 
thefe  word$,  ver  2. — ^  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  give  this 
city  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  will  burn  it:with  fire; 
and  thou  (halt  not  efcape  out  of  his  hand,  but  thou  (halt  furely  be 
.taken,  and  delivered  into  his  hand ;  and  thine  eyes  (hall  behold  the 
eyes  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  he  fhall  fpeak  with  thee  mouth  to 
mouth,  and  thou  flialt  go  to  Babylon.  Yet  near  the  word  of  the  Lord^ 
0  Zedekiahy  king  of  jfudah  :  thus  faith  the  Lord;  Thou  fhait  not  die  by 
the  fwordy  but  thou  fialt  die  in  peace  ;  and  with  the  burnings  <f  thy  fa^ 
therSf  the  former  kings  that  were  before  thee^  Jo  fkaU  they  bum  odours  for 
thee,  and  zAll  lament  thee^  foiying^  Ah^  lord  !  for  I  have  pronounced  the 
wordy  faith  the  Lord, 

"  IJ^ow,  inftead  pf  Zedckiah  beholding  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Ba- 
bylon, and  fpeakirig  with  him  mouth  to  mouth,  and  dying  in  peace, 
and  with  the  bumipgs  of  odours,  as  at  the  funeral  of  his  fathers,  (as 
Jeremiah  had  declared  the^  Lord  hixnielf  had  pronounced),  the  reverb, 
according  to  ^he  ^sd  chapterj  wai  the  cafe  *,  it  is  there  ftated,  verfe  iq. 
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*  That  tlic  king  of  Babylon  flew  the  Tons  of  Zedekiah  before  his  eyes  ; 
then  he  put  out  the  eyes  oif  Zedekiah,  and  bound  him  in  chains,  and 
carried  him  to  Babylon,  and  put  him  in  prilbn  till  the  day  of  his  death.* 
M'hat  canr  wc  fay  yyf  thcle  prophets,  but  that  they  are  iropoflors  and 
liars  ?  "  I  can  fay  this, — that  the  prophecy  you  have  produced,  was 
fulfilled  in  all  its  parts  :  and  what  then  fhall  be  laid  of  thofc  who  call 
Jeremiah  a  liar  and  an  irapoftor?  Here  then  we  are  fairly  at  iflue— 
you  affirm  that  the  prophecy  was  not  fulfilled,  and  1  affirm  that  it  was 
fulfilled  in  all  its  parts.  "  1  will  give  this  city  into  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  Babylon,  and  he  fhall  burn  it  with  fire  :  "  fo  fays  the  prophet ; 
what  fays  the  hiftory  ?  "  They  (the  forces  of  the  king  of  Babylon) 
burnt  the  houfe  of  God,  and  brake  down  the  walls  of  Jcrufalem,  and 
burnt  all  the  palaces  thereof  with  fire.  (2  Chron.  xxxvi.  19-)"""  ^^^^ 
fiialt  not  efcapc  out  of  his  hand,  but  (halt  furcly  be  taken,  and  delivered 
into  his  hand  :"  fo  fays  the  prophet ;  what  fays  the  hiflory  ?  "  The 
men  of  war  fled  by  night,  and  the  king  went  the  way  towards  the 
plain,  and  the  array  of  the  Chaldees  purfued  after  the  king,  and  over- 
took him  in  the  plains  of  Jericho :  and  all  his  army  were  fcattcred  from 
him;  fo  they  took  the  king,  and  brought  him  up  to  the  king  of  Babylon^" 
toRiblah."  (2  Kings  xxv.  5,)— The  prophet  goes  on,  "  Thine  eyes 
Ihall  bchcdd  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  he  (hall  fpeak  with 
thee  mouth  to  mouth.*'  No  pleafant  circum fiance  this  to  Zedekiah, 
who  had  provoked  the  king  of  Babylon  by  revolting  from  him  !  Ihe 
hiflory  lays,  "  The  king  of  Babylon  gave  judgment  upon  Zed*  kiah,** 
or,  as  it  is  more  literally  rendered  from  the  Hebrc.v,  ^^ /pake  judgments' 
Mh  him  at  Riblah."-.The  prophet  concludes  this  part  with,  "  Arid 
thou  {halt  go  to  Babylon;"  the  hiftgry  fays,  «'  The  king  of  Babylon 
bound  him  in  chains,  and  carried  him  to  Babylon,  and  put  him  in  pn- 
fon  till  the  day  of  his  death.*'  (Jer.  lii.  11.)—"  Thou  fhalt  not  die  by. 
the  fword/'  •  He  did  not  die  by  the  fword,  he  did  not  fall  in  battle.— 
*•  But  thou  fhalt  die  in  peace."  •  He  did  die  in  peace,  he  neither  ex- 
pired on  the  rack,  nor  on  the  fcaffold  ;  was  neither  flrangled  nor  poi- 
fbned ;  no  unufual  fate  of  captive  kings  !  he  died  peaceably  in  his  bed, 
though  that  bod  was  in  a  prifon.~«  And  with  tlic  burnings  of  thy 
fathers  fliall  they  burn  odours  for  thee,"  I  cannot  prove  from  the  hif? 
tory  that  this  part  of  the  prophecy  was  accomplifhed,  nor  can  you  prove 
that  it  was  not.  The  probability  is,  that  it  was  accomplifhed ;  and  I 
have  two  reafons  on  which  I  ground  this  probability.  —  Daniel,  Sha» 
drach,  Mefchach,  and  Abcdnego,  to  fay  nothing  of  other  jews,  were 
men  of  great  autliority  in  the  court  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  before 
and  after  the  commencement  of  the  imprifonment  of  Zedekiah ;  and 
Daniel  continued  in  power  till  the  fubveriion  of  the  kingdom  of  Baby- 
lon by  Cyrus. — Now  it  fecms  to  me  to  be  very  probable,  that  Daniel, 
and  the  other  great  men  of  the  jews,  would  both  have  inclination  to 
requefl,  and  influence  enough  with  the  king  of  Babylon  to  obtain,  per* 
miifion  to  bury  their  deceafed  prince  Zedekiah,  after  the  manner  of  his 
fatlicrs. — But  if  the.ie  had  been  no  jews  at  Babylon  of  confcquencc 
enough  to  make  fuch  a  requeft,  flill  it  is  probable  that  the  king  .of  Ba^ 
bylon  would  have  ordered  the  j^wsvto  bury  and  lament  their  departed 
prince,  after  the  manner  of  their  country,  Monarchs,  like  other  mcn» 
arc  confcious  of  the  inftability  of  human  condition  j  and  when  the 
pomp  of  WW  has  ccaied^  when  the  infolence  of  conqucft  is  abated,  and 
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the  fbry  of  rcfentment  fubdded^  they  feldom  fail  to  revere  royalty  evert 
iti  its  ruins,  aiui  grant  without  reluftauce  proper  obfequies  to  the  Te« 
roains  of  captive  kings. 

Yoii  profefs  to  have  been  particular  in  treating  of  the  books  afcribed 
to  Ifaiab  and  Jeremiah, — Particular !  in  what  ?  You  have  particularized' 
two  or  three  pafl^gcs,  which  you  have  endeavotired  to  reprefent  as  ob* 
je£lionable,  and  which  I  hope  have  been  fhewn,  to  the  reader's  fatis* 
faftion,  to  be  not  juftly  liable  to  your  cenfure  ;  and  you  have  pafled 
over  all  the  other  parts  of  thefc  books  without  notice*  JIad  you  been 
particular  ii\  your  examination,  you  would  have  found  caufe  to  admive 
the  probity  and  the  intrepidity  of  the  chara£!ers  of  the  authors  of  them  j 
you  would  have  met  with  many  inflances  of  fublime  compofitton,  and^ 
what  is  of  more  confcqucnce,  with  many  infUnces  of  prophetical  ve', 
racity  : — particularities  of  theife  kinds  you  have  wholly  over-looked.  J 
cannot  account  for  thi§ ;  I  have  no  right,  no  inclination,  to  call  you  a 
diQioned  man  :  am  I  jufliHed  in  confidering  you  as  a  map  not  altoge^ 
ther  deftitute  of  ingenuity,  •  but  fo  entirely  under  the  dominion  of  pre* 
judice  in  every  thing  refpefting  the  Bible,  that,  like  a  corrupted  judgo 
crevioufly  determined  to  give  fentence  on  one  fide,  you  are  pegUgcnt 
m  the  examination  of  truth  ? 

You  proceed  to  the  reft  of  the  prophets,  and  you  take  them  collect 
tivcly,  carefully  however  felefting  for  your  oWervations  fuch  particu* 
krities  as  are  befl  calculated  to  render,  if  poIBble,  the  prophets  odious 
9r  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  your  readers.  You  confound  prophets  with 
poets  and  muficians  :  I  would  diftin j[ui(h  them  thus ;  many  prophet^ 
were  poets  and  muficians,  but  all'  poets  and  mudcians  were  not  pro? 
pbcts.  Prophecies  were  often  delivered  in  poetic  language  and  mea- 
furc  ;  but  flights  and  metaphors  of  the  jewifti  poets  have  not,  as  you 
affirm,  been  foqlilhly  crcftcd  into  what  are  now  called  prophecies — they 
^re  now  called,  and  have  always  been  called,  prophecies, — because  they 
were  real  prcdiftipns,  fpme  of  which  have  received,  fome  are  now  re- 
ceiving, and  all  will  receive,  their  full  accompliftiment. 

That  tkere  yere  falfe  prophetv  witches,  necroin ameers,  conjifrex^ 
fortune-tellers,  among  the  jc|vs,  no  perfon  will  attempt  to  deny ;  no  lU)- 
tion,  barbarous  or  civih^ed,  has.  been  without  them:  but  when  you 
would  degrade  the  prophets  of  the  Old  Tedament  to  a  levd  with  tnefe 
(X)n}uringi  dreaming,  ftroUing  gentry — when  you  would  reprefent  them 
as  fpending  their  lives  in  fortune-telling,  caftin|;  nativities,  predii6liag 
riches,  fortunate  or  unfortunate  marriages,  conjuring  for  loft  goods,  &c> 
I  muft  he  allowod  to  fay,  that  you  wholly  miftake  their  office,  and  mif- 
reprefent  their  qharafter  :  their  ofEcc  was  to  convey  to  the  children  of 
Ifracl  the  commands,  the  promifes,  the  thrcatenings  of  almighty  God'; 
and  their  character  was  th^t  of  men  fuftaining,  with  fortitude,  perfecu- 
tion  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty.  There  were  falfe  prophets  in  abunr 
dance  amongft  the  jews  ;  and  if  you  ppppfethefe  to  the  true  pr<^het^ 
and  call  them  hplh  party  prophets,  you  have  the  liberty  of  doing,  fb^ 
but  you  will  not  thereby  confound  the  diftipftion  betw^n  truth  and 
falfehood,  falfe  prophets  are  fpokcp  of  with  deteftatioi^  i^.  many  parts 
of  fcripture,  parti^Mlarly  by  Jcyemiab,  who  accufes  them  of  prophefy^ 
ing  lies  in  the  naw^.  of  the  Lord*  faying,  "  I  have  dreamed>.  I  have 
4feame4 ;— B^.hol4i,  iacn  a^aioft.the  pro|>hets,  f^tli  th^  Lord,  that  ufe 
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vibcir  tongues  a»d  kty^  He  Su%k ;  tliat  prophefy  ^slfe  dreams,  ^nd  caufQ 
loy  peopie  to  err  by  jbheir  lies  amdi  ky  their  lightnefs.'*  JeremiaH 
cautions  his  cquottyoaea  againft  giving  credit  to  their  prophets,  to 
their  (fivinez^  tp  their  dreames^,  to  their  enchanters,  to  their  forcererst 
'<  which  fpeak  unto  you,  (d^y'mgp,  Ye  fhall  not  ferve  the  king  of  Baby« 
Ion."  You  cannot  think  tnor^  contemptibly  of  thefe  gentry,  than  they 
were  thought  of  by  the  true  prophets  at  the  time  they  Hved ;  but,  as 
Jeremiah  fays  on  this  fubjcft,  "  what  is  the  chaff  to  the  wheat  ?"  what 
arc  the  falie  prophets  to  the  true  ones  ?  Every  thing  good  is  liable  to 
abufe ;  but  ^o  argues  againft  the  o^  of  a  thing  from  the  abufe  of  it  ? 
againft  phyficians,  beeaufe  feheire  are  pretenders  to  phyfic  ?  Was  liaiah 
a  fortune-tellev,  predifling  riches^  when  he  faid  to  king  Hezekiah,  *^  Be* 
Md,  the  dsiys  come,  that  all  that  is  in  thine  houfe,  and  that  which  thy 
fathers  have  laid  up  in  flor^  unto  this  day,  (hall  be  carried  to  Babylon  i 
nothing  fhall  be  1^,  £iith  the-  Lord.  And  of  thy  fons  that  fhall  iiTiiq 
from  thee,  which  thou  (halt  beget,  fhall  they  take  away^  and  they  (hall 
be  eunuchs  in  thff  palace  of  the  kipg  of  Babylon."  Fortune-tellers  ge« 
nerally  predid  goqd  luc^  to  their  ftmple  cuftomers,  that  they  may  make 
(bmething  by  their  trade ;  but  Ifaiah  pbredi&  to.  a  numarch  defolation  of. 
his  country,  and  ruin  of  bi&  fiunily*  This  prophecy  was  fpoken  izx  th^ 
year  before  Chrifl  7113 ;  and,'  abore  one  hundred  years  afterwards,  it 
was  acc0mplifhe4 ;  when  Nebuchad^zzar  took  Jerufalem,  and  carrie4 
out  thejace  all  the  treafures  of  thq  houfe.of  the  Lord,  and  the  treafui-es 
of  the  king's  houfe,  (a  Kiogs  xxiv.  14.)  and  when  he  commanded  the 
mafler  of  his  eunuchs,  (Dan.  i.  3.)^  that  he  (hould  take  certain  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael,  and  of  the  king's  feed,  and  of  the  princes,  and  edu* 
cate  them  for  three  years,  till  they  were  able  to  ftand  before  the  king. 

[  To  be  caniinued*  J 


Some  Account  of  the  Co.NV£a$toN  andbaj^&y  DsATaof 

MAiteitRET   CaBB^ 

I  Was  born  on  the  igth  of  January,  1769,  at  TwcedniotJth,  near 
Befwick-oponrTweed,  My  parents  Endeavoured  to  itnpfefs 
upon  my  mind,  That  there  is  a  God,  and' that  it  was  mj  bounden 
duty  to  wor&ip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  I  attended  divine  fer* 
vice  both  in  the  Church  of  England  and  Scotland.  I  went  to 
fchool,  and  Ifearned  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  my  early  days.  But 
that  God,  who  is  not  willing  that  any  fliould  pcrifll,  but  thaft  all 
ibould  come  te  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  be  eternally  faved« 
taught  me  by  his  Spirit  tbatl  was  a  finner,  and  mud' be  made  het:e| 
or  I  could  not  go  to  heaven.  Many  times  I  wept  on-  that  account. 
But  not  having  any  fpiritiial  guide,  I  finned  againft  the  X^rd  tiimQ 
afier  time,  till  my  conficicnce  became  dumb,  and  would  not  9cc^kfe 
me  of  my  Tins  and  follies  i  and  fo  far  as  I  recolkfl*,  I  hved  whai 
is  called  a  moral  and  inoGGsnnve  life  in  the  eyes  of  the  wqrld,  foU 
lowing  the  maxims  and  faOiions  of  the  times«  When  I  entered 
into  the  marriage  ft*ate,  the  thpiights  of  God  and  eternity  were  ba-> 
Jlilhcd  far  from  my  mind,     And  althq'  I  was  eonuntkally  difiip- 
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pointed  in  all  my  expeftations  of  earthly  happTnefs,  yet  thi«  Wd 
not  the  leaft  cflFeft  to  draw  my  mind  to  God.  The  Lord  kept  foV- 
lowing  me  by  the  calls  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  andhyet  I'did  not  obey 
them,  but  perfuaded  myfeH  that  what  is  called  a  harnilefs,  honeft 
life,  was  fufficient  for  falvation,  while  at  the  fame  time  1  jwas  ig« 
norant  of  Chrift,  and  wrapped  up  in  carnal  fe^urity. 

Being  providentially  brought  to  Manchefter,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  lay  affliftion  upon  my  only  fon,  which  terminated  in  death. 
During  the  time  of  his  ficknefs,  I  thought  that  my  fins  were  the 
caufe  of  it.  Then  I  remembered  the  calls  of  ibe  Lord,  and  was 
almofl  ready  to  fink  bieneaih  the  weight  of  my  difireffes.  I  re«» 
folved  to  fcrve  the  Lord  for  the  time  to  come,  and  accordingly  at- 
tended the  church  and  facrament,  thinking  that  I  could  merit  fome* 
thing  by  my  good  works.  I  likewife  went  to  the  Methodift  cha- 
pel, and  while  I  was  hearing  Mr.  Jer.  Brettell,  the  word  came 
with  power  to  my  confcience  ;  I  felt  myfelf  a  condemned  finner, 
and  faw  the  necerfity  of  being  born  again.  I  felt  my  fins  an  heavy 
burden,  intolerable  for  me  to  bear.  I  (hed  many  tears  during  the 
fermon,  and  the  word  wai  as  a  flame  of  fire  in  my  foul.  I  relumed 
home,  praying  earneflly  that  the  Lord  would  lead  me  in  the  right 
way.  I  was  tempted  to  difb-Heve  the  Being  of  God.  No  one 
can  tell  what  dijlrcfs  I  fuffered  in  that  dark  hour.  In  all  other 
temptations,'!  had  my  God  to  flee  unto,  but  in  this,  I  had  no  place 
where  1  could  expeft  to  receive  any  comfort.  The  enemy  thea 
aflaulted  me  with  fuggeftions  to  blafpheme  the  Name  of  the  Lord ; 
thcfe  horrible  temptations  followed  me  many  Weeks.  Sometimes 
J  thought  that  I  wa3  the  moil  wicked  of  ail  the  creatures  that 
ever  were  made.  And  yet  1  often  felt  a  meafure  of  the  love  of 
Cor»  efpecially  when  under  preaching.  But  even  then  I  was 
tempted  to  dilbcUeve  the  reality  of  what  I  experienced.  I  fuffered 
very  much  lofs  for  want  of  opening  my  mind  to  fome  experienced 
perfon^  who  could  have  faelpeii  ipe  on  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord.   • 

One  evening  as  I  returned  from  preaching  I  was  very  much 
caft  down,  and  my  diflrcfs  was  exceeding  great  on  account  of  my 
fins;  my  foul  was  compafled  round  with  dreadful  darknefs,  and 
penetrated  With  fevere  anguifli.  I  went  home  to  private  prayer, 
befeeching  the  Lord  to  pardon  all  my  fins  for  the  fake  of  Qhrift ; 
and  glory  be. to  his  Naiye,  he  mercifully  looked  upon  my  affliftioi^, 
and  opened  eternity  to  my  view.  He  gavje  me  a  difcoveiy  of 
bis  tremendous'  Majefty,  and  manifefled  his  pardoning  love  to 
my  foul.  O  what  a  divine  fweeinefs  ran  through  my  whole  frame. 
My  foul  was  admitted  into  the  depths  of  the  Redeemer's  Love, 
in  an  inexpireffible  manner.  Praife  and  glo'y  be  to  bis  Name  for 
ever,    I  then  .cried  out  in  the  following  words, 

•t  JFixt  on  this  ground  will  I  remain, 
Tho'  my  heait  fail  and  flefli  decay, 
..This  anchor  (hall  my  foul  fuflain 
Tho*  earth's  foundations  melt  away ; 

Mercys 
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Mercy's  full  power  I  then  (hall  prove, 
Lov'd  wiih  an  eyerlafting  Love. 

My  heart  was  now  filled  with  lively  gratitude,  and  praifc  ^owed 
from  ray  lips.  I  was^  conftrained  10  declare,  "The  Lord  hat^ 
dealt  bountifully  with  me."  I  knew  in  fome  incafure,  the  value 
of  the  bleffing  conferred  upon  nie,  .and  continued  to  walk  upright- 
ly with  the  Lord,  as  I  had  received  him  :  being  careful  to  hold 
faft  the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  to  keep  a  confcience  void  oF 
offence.  My  knowledge  enlarged  in  proportion  to  ihe  increafe  of 
faith  and  love ;  I  was  enabled  to  bear  the  (harped  trials  with  pa. 
tience,  and  to  run  the  race  fet  before  me,  looking  unto  Jefus.  By 
which  means  I  increafcd  daily  in  the  divine  favour  and  image." 

Margaret  Carr  proceeded  thus  far  in  the  narrative  of 
the  dealings  of  the  Lord  with  her  foul,  when  (he  was  inteirup^ed 
by  the  hand  of  affliQion.  The  fubfe<|uent  part  is  related  by  hex 
Brother  arid  Sifter,  and  fome  of  her  intimate  fiiends* 

In  the  mbtith  of  Ofiober,  1794,  (he  was  afflifled  with  a  con« 
fumption.  As  the  diforder  came  on  by  flow  degrees^  (he  h«Ki 
many  opportunities  of  waiting  upon  the  Lord  in  the  public  ordi« 
nances,  which  (he  paid  the  ftriaeft  attention  to.  Being  prefent  at 
the  annual  Covenant  Meeting  on  the  firft  of  January,  1795,  her 
foul  was  abundantly  filled  with  the  love  of  her  bleifed  Redeemer. 
By  the  middle  of  March,  (he  was  confined  to  her  bed.  At  in* 
tervals  ihe  met  with  (irong  temptations,  fo  that  at  times  (he  found 
it  difficult  to  hold  faft  her  confidence.  Neverthelefs  her  peace 
was  iettled  and  abiding,  and  (he  rejoiced  in  the  God  of  her  falva- 
tion.  Her  thirft  after  holinefs  was  intenfe  :  fomedmes  to  fuch  a 
degree  that  it  well-nigh  overpowered  her  body.  On  June  i4ih, 
her  foul  .was  greatly  enlai^ed  and  drawn  out  in  prayer  for  the  fa!- 
vation  of  fbme  of  her  unconverted  relations.  Though  it  was  ex. 
uemely  painful  to  fpeak  much,  yet  (be  could. not  be  filent.  Her 
heart  was  -fo  fall  of  love  and  divine  confolation,  that  when  all 
who  were  piefent  expie£led  every  moment  to  fee  her  breathe  her 
lafl,  (he  could  not  refrain  from  praiiiqg  the  Lord. 

On  Sunday  the  5th  of  July,  the  enemy  was  permitted  to  affault 
heragam,  but  obtained  no  advantage,  and  (he  cried  put,  **  Glory 
be  to  the  Lord^  he  has  given  me  the  viftorv.''  Seeing  her  father 
and  fifters  \veeping,  (he  intreated  them  to  forbear;  and  added,  **  I 
'*  am  going  to  my  Father's  houfe,  where  my  foul  longs  to  be,  and 
*'  where  1  hope,  in  a  little  time,  we  (hall  meet  to  part  no  ttiore 
"  for  ever.  You  muft  give  me  up  to  Chrift,"  She  then  began 
'\  finging,  '•  O  Death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?"  and  fald,  "O  what 
"  I  Icell  My  foul  is  fo  filled  with  the  love  of  Chrift,  that  I 
"  long  to  be  gone,  to  dwell  for  ever  with  him,  Yet  not  my 
"  Will,  but  the  Will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  O  my. God,  1  am 
"  willing  to  fuSer  whaitevex^thou  art  pleafed  to  lay  upon  me,  only 
"  give  Hie  patience/'        Thus  did  (he  fp^nd  her.  days  and  nights, 
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during  this  time  of  affliBion  |   frequftinly  invitrog  ait  that  wer^ 
prefent  to  join  with  her  in  fifigmg  aftd  praifing  the  Lortl. 

W'ben  her  friends  carne  to  fee  her  with  whom  (he  had  met  in 
Clafs,  flie  cried  out,  with  a  remarkable  degree  of  fervency,  "  O 
**  who  would  not  love  the  Lord  !  His  goodnefs  to  tne  is  more 
••  than  I  can  tell.  O  praifc  the  Lord  with  me!  What  hath  Jefus 
••  done  and  fuffercd  for  fo  unworthy  a  creature  ?  Me  fuffercd  and 
•*  died  upon  the  crofs  for  me !  Where  (hall  I  begin  to  praife 
•*  him."  During  her  affli£lion,  fmging  of  hymns  was  her  favourite 
employment.  She  was  not  willing  that  any  who  viiited  her 
ihould  go  away  without  finging  aod  prayer ;  faying,  '*  Perhaps 
we  (hall  never  nave  another  meeting  in  time  :  But  I  truft  we  fbaU 
praife  Him  to  all  Eternity/*  As  (he  was  deprived  of  the  public 
means,  our  friends  kept  a  weekly  prayer  Meeting  in  her  room, 
which  was  attended  with  a  remarkable  bleiGng ;  feveral  found 
peace  with  God,  and  others  were  much  encouraged  to  feek  the 
Lord;  and  at  the  fame  time  (he  was  frequently  fo  filled  with  joy, 
that  teais  t)f  gratitude  and  love  ran  down  her  cheeks.  Her  pains 
were  fometimes  v^ry  great,  but  flie  cried  to  the  Lord  for  firengtb, 
4nd  be  helped  her  in  the  time  of  need.  She  often  fa  id,  **  Wh^n 
•*  my  body  is  exercifed  with  the  greateft  pain,  my  foul  is  filled 
«*  with  the  Redeemer's  love."  Sunday,  Auguft  ad,  was  to  ber 
a  mod  glorious  day :  it  feemed  as  if  her  foul  was  in  heaven  and  ra« 
vi(hed  with  the  unfpeakable  gbries  6f  God.  She  cried  out,  ''CofHt, 
*'  Lord  Jefus,  and  take  me  faooie :  But  I  defire  to  wait  as  Ioh^ 
'*  as  ihou  pleafefi.  Glory  be  to 4he  Lord  foi^  thefe  pains;  for  at 
"  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afBifled^  and  thaoks  be  to  God, 
*'  he  fills  my  heart  with  his  preciOus  love^  whiich  is  fweeter  than 
**  life:  What  are  the  riches,  honours,  and  pleafiiresof  this  vaio 
**  world  to  me?  Were  they  ail  offered  to  itie,  and  could  len- 
"  joy  them,  I  would  not  part  with  what  I  poffefs  on  this  death- 
*'  bed.  for  them  all.  Q  it  is  worth  ten  thoufafnd  worlds.  God  is. 
"  Love.  I  will  praife  him,  for  he  hath  debit  bountifully  wi(h 
*'  me.  O  what  love,  I  feel  to  the  blefled  Jefus,  who  bought  my 
'*  happinefs  and  falvation,  my  hotinefs  and  heaven.  I  have  a 
.••  glorious  view  of  the  Land  of  Promife,  and  can  read  my  title 
•*  clear  to  manfions  in  the  (kies."  After  remaining  ftill  for  forae 
time,  (he  faid,  *'  O  what  glory  do  I  behold  I  I;  have  a  view  of 
••  the  heavenly  world!  I  fee  Jefiis,  and  angels  (landing  Lcady  to 
**  condu£l  me  to  Abraham's  bofom.  Then  I  (hall  Gng  hallelujahs 
"  to  God  and  the  Lamb  for  ever." 

She  frequently  faid  to  her  friends,  *•  What  (hould  I  do  now, 
**  if  I  had  not  an  intereil  in  Cbrift^  and  was  not  certified  that  his 
*'  Blood  cleanfeth  me  from  all  fin  ? ''  She  was  never  once  heard 
"  to  murmur,t>r  even  complain,  all  the  time  of  her  affliflion, 
which  was  upwards  of  twelve  months*  It  was  almoft  impoflible 
for  any  ferious  perfpn  to  enter  into  converfation  with  ber,  with- 
out reaping  fome  benefit  from  her  hvavenly  difcautfe>  accompSK. 
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pamed  with  deep  humih'ty  and  chearful  refimation;  It  wai  evi- 
dent that  flie  enjoyed  conftant  communion  with  \he  Lbrd«  and  {rt6 
acccfs  to  the  throne  of  Grace ;  and  rfeceived  frfequent  anfweri  td 
prayer,  which  greatly  fupportfed  her  in  the  dfeepeft  affliftion.  She 
delighted  in  hearing  the  fcriptureft  read;'|hd  fiich  books  as  opened 
eternal  things  to  her  view.  Her  meAJrory  Was  unimpTaired  to  the 
lafi,  and  Oie  often  repeated  paflages  fxO||S^i0/criptures  to  the  edi*^ 
fication  of  all  prefent.  *      .^  <' . 

On  Ofiober  25,  feveral  friends  caixie  to  kt  her,  atid  While 
tbey  were  finging,  her  foul  feemed  oh  the  win^  for  celeftial  blifi^. 
She  faid,  *'  I  think  I  fee  myfelf  in  heaven,  fingihg  ptaifes  to  God 
"  and  the  Lainb."  On  the  7th  of  Nov.  the  figna  of  her  ap- 

f)roaching  diflblution  were  very  evident.  She  looked  Upoh  her 
riends  with  a  countenance  full  of  fweetnefs  and  joy^  and  faid,  "  1 
"  love  you  all :  But  I  love  my  Jefus  bed,  and  Jeflis  loves  me.  I 
**  am  juft  gom^  home,  and  then  I  (hall  behold  my  God  without 
"  a  dimning  veil."  Her  pains  were  very  great,  and  ^ith  little 
intermiffion;  vet  fhe  continue^  patiently  waiting  for  her  expected 
change,  with  lifted  u|^  hands  and  eyes  to  Hdaven,  crying  out^ 

•'  Lord,  lend  me  wi^igs :  I  mdunt;  I  fly, 
O  Grave  where  is  thy  viftory !   ' 
O  Death,  wher^  is  thy  ftingl  ** 

Next  day,  being  Sunday,  ihe  looked  round  wi^h  pediiian* 
fweetnefs  00  thofe  wout  her;  frequently  (ayin|^,  *' Jefus,  iover  oC 
**  my  foul,  let  me  to  thy  bofom  fly."  Her  fafter  alking,  If  ihei 
thought  (he  was  dying  ?  flie  anfweced,  '^Oyesi  laih^oingto 
jefas."  The  laft  words  ihe  was  heard  to  fpeak  were,  •  '*  Od  eatb^ 
where  is  thy  fling  ?  O  grave.—"  Here  her  voice  failed ;  flie  clofed 
her  eyes  and  fell  afleep  in  Jefus;  in  the  86th  year  of  her  age ;  a 
witoefs  of  the  power  of  God  unto  full  falvation.  .    f 


A  View  of  the  principal  Errors  and  Corftiptidris  which  Bttrtfght 
on  the  general  Apoftafy  of  the  Christian  WoftLi). 

[  Continued  from  page  1^9.  J 

WHOEVER  will  be  at  the  pains  to  cpnfider  the  donjed;ures 
of  the  learned  Croius,  fubjoined  to  hu  Grabe's  edition  of 
Itensusi  will  find  abundant  proof  that  the  Valentiniah  herefy 
contained  a  firange  mixture  of  the  Chriftian  theology,  blended 
with  the  do£krinea  of  the  Pythagoreans,  Platonifts^  and  othex 
Greek  philofophers,  the  fables  and  conceits  of  the  JewiQi  Cab- 
baliils^  and  efpecially  of  the  Oriental  phiiofophy»  iQore  ancient 
than  eithfTk  One  of  the  moll  remarkable  things  that  we  meet  with 
in  Valemmus^  is,  ^at'^extraprdihary  ac^Qunt  which  he » has  given 
Vo^,  XXk  May^  179^.  us 

Kk    •   , 
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us  of  the  differem  orders  of  fpiritual  beings,  their  natures*  rfsla- 
lions,  and  drcumfta&ces;  to  which  he  has  annexed  certain  high^ 
founding  iand  myikrious  names^and  titles,  all  comprehended  unaer 
(he  general  denonaination  of  JEjom,    («»wwf,  fuaji  axst  tornq.) 

The  Valentinfen  yEons  were  thirty  in  rrumber.  Thofe  cohIU* 
tuted,  dc(!ordir^  to  fome  wi  iters,  the  Vaientinwn  'Blttrbme,  or 
fulnefs  of  the  Deity;  though  to  (peak  more  accurBtld^,»  this  j>le^ 
roma  was.  that  immehfe  and  unbounded  fpace  which,  accoirling^to 
Vaieminus, '  was  replete  with  the  puteft  light,  iu  which  God  is. 
faid  to  dwelh  In- this  fplendid  pferom^  he  placed  his  thirty 
i£ons,  or  fpiritual  natures  of  the  higheft;dignity,  to  which  he  af- 
cribed  an  (Extraordinary  fexual  diilii|£lion,.  ior  wc  find  fifteen  aC 
bts  aeons  were  males,  and  fifteen  oi  them  feiii^les.  Thefe  he 
again  fubdivided  into  three  chtfles  of  unequal  dignity  and  excel- 
lence'; the  firft  confiding  of  eight,  the  feco;id  of  ten^  and  the 
third  of  twelve  sons. 

The  firft  divtfion  of  eight  primaiy  ceoits,  (ar  furpafled  ail  0tber$« 
for  tb'ey  ci>titained  in  tb^mfel^es  the  oaufes  ami  reaions  of  atl  things* 
Thefe,  that  he  might  add  myftery  to  myftcry,,  were  again  divided 
into  two  quateriiions.  In  the  firft  quaternion  were  Bythos,  or  the 
Unfathomable  Spirit,  which  remaitied  for  many  ages  unknown  : 
bini  they  ftyled,  a  perfeft  iEon.  2.  ^ige,  6r  Silehci?,  g.  Nous, 
dr  Intelligence,  "viho  alohe  (they  faid)  w^s  ^capable  af  com^e* 
bending  tfoe  greatnefs  ankl  ihimenfity  of  die  Father.  4^  Aietbeia; 
or  Truth.  This  firft  ijuaf^mity  of  *ons  coDftttu|*d  the  fource 
and  of^nal  of  all  the  reft.  The  feeond  qnaternien^iOn&Aed  <»£ 
Logos,  or  the  Word  ;  Zoe,  or  the  life;  Anthr^pob,^  or  i^An'i 
and  -Eccicfia,  or  the  Cfaurdi. 

'The  fecc^  difs  M  *bris,  were  generated' by* *n  union  of  the 
Word  and  Life.  Th^fe  wei*e  Bythwf*  art4  Mixis,  Ag*rat€>s  4hA 
Henofis,  Antophyes  and  Hedone,  Acmetos  and  Syhcrafis,  Mo- 
nogenes  and  Macaria.  In  the  third  and^aft  cls^fs,  confifting  of 
twelve' jpons,  whirh  fpr^^g•frpm  the  Church  and  Man,  were  I^rar 
cleiuj  and  Piflis,  i^atrico&and  Elpis,Metricos 'and  Agape,  Ainos 
and  Synefis,  Ecdefi^flicu^'aiid  Macafiotes,  Theietos  and  Sophia. 
••  Thefe,  faith  Irenxus,  conftituie  the  great,  -the  wonderful,  the 
unutterable  myfteries  of  the  Valeniinians : "  But  how  different 
fhcfe  d«!pths  of  Satan  w^re  fronn  the  deep  thi rigs  of  the  Spmftr 
-of- GO0,  will  foon  'appdar.^  Be^fore  Jwte-ptocfled  further  it  is  fie- 
ceffary  to  obferve,  that,  vrithout  the  Plerowia,  were  placed  fame 
•other  myflerious  teons.  Thus,  in  the  verge  of  it,  we  find  Horus, 
or  the  Bounder,  ftlition«d  to  guaril  the  extreasities  of  the  Pie- 
roR>a,  Ml  any  of  the  inferior  seons  being  feized'with  adefirebf 
leaprng  over  the  b^ndarfes,  (a  ch^cumftancewliich  might  happen^} 
fiicKiki  be  abferbed  in  th^at  immetvfe  Ocean  with  which  the  Plero- 
tna  watJitt-ioand^.  Here  alfo  he  prophaneiy  placed  the  Chrifi, 
and*  the  Holy  Spirit,  whofe  oiBce  it  wa's  io  keep  tlte  othar^aaons 
ftedfaft.as  we  find  they  were  nov^ inclining  to  revoli;.  laflly,  Jefus, 

whom 
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whom  Valenrinus  feperated  fro;q  the  Chrift.  And  although  h^  al- 
lowed him  to  be  a  moft  glorious  aeon,  .yet  he  impipufly  a^irmed 
that  he  was  begotten  of  every,  other  aeon,. at  once,  and  fo  adorned' 
by  them  aK,  that  he  forms  the  brighteft  flar  in  the  Pleroma,  being 
CQnftantly  attended  by  liofts  of  angcl&.  It  deferves  to  be  partly 

cul^Iy  rQmijarked  how  uniformly  the  f^lFe  apofties  from  the  earJieft 
times  have  laboured,'  in  various  ways,^  to  pbfcure  the  glory,  and  ro, 
deny  the  eternal  majefty  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  this  the  Q)irit  of* 
cfifOr  has  been  conliftent  with  itfelf. 

Notwithfljaq4*s?g  t^t  bo^Aedj  dignity  of  the  Valentinian  a:ons, 
thw  founder  h^  afcribied  to  th^m  pejrturbatipns  and  pa/Tions  not 
unlike  tbofi?  of  mortaj  ipt^n.  Thus  we^fijid,  that  they  all  envied 
M(w^ogen^s,  cv  the  Qnly  b^gotten^  who  alone  coraprehendf d  the 
greatncfii  of  t^p.  Fatheu,  and  were  alj  inflamed  witkapaffion  o£ 
knowi^ig  hinv  in  like  Hi^nner,  whom  they  ralhly  prefumed  they 
flioald  al6>  be  able  to.  cpmpr€hep4.  Sophi^,  the  laft  and  weakef^ 
qI  the  thirty  agons,  W;^s  i^  particul^,  feized  with  thia  paffion.  So 
great  W4$  M^  .commoUon,  that  ibe  would  hj^ve  abfolutely  leaped 
over  the  bounds  of  the  r^fplends^t  Pleroma*  ^d,  !p>ad  been  fatally 
immerged  in  that  grofs  matter  with  which  its  extremities  were 
(urrounded,  had  not  "flojus,  the  watchful  guardian,  reft  rained 
the  violence  of  her  efforts,  |lowever,  notwithftaoding  all  that  he 
could  dp,  be  was  not  fufficient  to  prevent  Sophia,  in  the  violence 
of  her  ftrugglesj  from  bringing  forth  a*  daughter,  to  whom  Va)etJ- 
tiaw  gave  the  name  of  Achamoth,  or  the  Erithymefis  of  Sophia. 

After^he  cel^Jj^i^l  ffunlly,  within  the  Pleroma^  had  been  quieted, 
mi  ^in  redtV^^^dto^prd^r  a hkI harmony,  the  moH  grievou^  cono- 
^U(vis  topi:  plac^  without  it ;  the  co^itet^uence  of  whichwas^  the 
birth  o|  maf»,  -^^A  ih?  I^r W^ion  of  ouf  worl(j.  Achamoth,'.  the 
d4J^ht^.o|  Sophia,  during  the  -commotions  which  have  bjeen 
ni€iition€4i  J^y  *»  the  mp^^  raiferatle  condiiiba.  deftitute  of  all 
exieofioii,  %Virer  afvd;lig)»t.  The  phrift,  moved  by  her  calamity, 
being  tba;  appii  which  (^eiftoifmed  the  ^ce  a{  a  matter  and  teacher, 
iogethfr  with  the  Holy  ^p'^rit,  fupplij&d  her  wi/th  fpnie  portion 
of  form,  inind,  and  reafon.  '  But  AchanrK)th,  being  pq  a  {qdtiea 
deprived  of  the  Wor^,  who  had  h^ihprto  been  invifibly  prefent 
with  her,  (he  made  the  ftropgeft  efforts  to  approach  to  the  Plero- 
ma, and  regain  the  light  which  had  forfaken  her.  But  Horus, 
the  watchful  guardian  d£  itgi  bo'tindaVies/  retrained  her  efforts : 
Upon  whii:h,  ih^-^ell  joto  th^  mol^  yiolept  pertyrbatioos,  and  was 
overwhelmed  with  a  tide  of  paflipns,  from  which  the  rnoft  furpri.^ 
fing cRfts  were  fatd  to'  follow. ''From  the  fudden  change- of  her ^ 
nind,  and  that  veksniem  defiwurith  which  (he  wai  inflamed  0t* 
regaining  thcii^t;  fprung  the  fgnl  of  the  univerfe  :  from  her  |ea{5 
ai^  iovows,  all  other,  tinngs  had  their,  beginaipg.  From  her  tear^ 
were  Cooaediall  mdift  aad  liquid  fiib ftances ;  irom  her  fmiles  all 
bright  and  luminous  matter.  Sometimea  (they.Tay,)  (he  wept  and 
Ii^»fc4  J:f^  <^i^  plfi^fsf4iSflpith  ^l|e  recpHfai^p  of  the  light  which 
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bad  fo  lately  left  bcr,  flic  wpuld  difmirs  her  griefs  and  even  laurii, 
'  through  excefs  of  ioVf  Should  any  pne  ms^ke  an  allowfiqcejor 
the  extravagance  Qt  thefe  flights  of  Fancy,  never  ^as  fiflion  more 
*  elcgaptly  conceived,  or  more  ingenioufly  contrived  !  What  pity 
it  is  that  ,fp  fine  a  genius  {houTd  have  been  fo  fatally  perverted! 
Achamoth  having  paffed  ihrouch  every  paflion,  betook  herfelf  at 
}f:ngth  to  prayer^  and  intreated  that  the  Saviour,  furrounded  by  bis 
angels,  might  be  fent  to  her  from  the  Pleroma.  She  obtainca  her 
requeft:  auiiled  by  him,  flie  was  enabled  to  bring  forth  three  dlf- 
fereiit  lubftan'ces,  the  material,  the  animal,  and  the  fpiritual :  to 
one  of  thefe  (he  gave  the  attribute  of  form,  viz,  to  the  animal 
iubjlance,  which,  we  are  told,  the  others  abfolutely  rejeBed.  I 
{hall  only  add,  that  all  matter  is  afcribed  to  thfc  three  confliding 
paflions  of  fear,  forrow,  and  doubt,  in  ^chamoth :  —  that  from 
fear  and  a  change  of  her  mind,  all  animal  fubllanccs  were  genera- 
ted  ;  -r  and  laftly,  from  forrow  alone,  all  fpirituaj  wickedoefffes : 
from  whence,  fthey  fay,)  the  devil  alfo  had  his  bein^,  (whom  they 
magnificently  ftyle  ike  rukr  of  the  world ;}  likewife  cwtty  pthe^ 
daemon,  and  al)  degenerate  f^irits  whatever. 

Thofe  wbp  wilh  to  entpr  further  into  this  fubtle,  and  difficult 
fable,  may  confult  the  laborious  work  of  Irenaeus,  and  his  be^ 
commentator  Mpflieim  ;  to  both  of  whom  I  confefs  myfelf  to 
^  be  urjder  great  obligations.  Sufficient  h^s  been  laid  before  th^ 
reader  to  give  him  a  juft  idea  of  the  nature  and  genius  of  this  ab- 
liird  fyftem,  I  (hall  not  however  Ipfe  fight  of  one  importi^nt  point. 
I  mean,  the  deteftiag  and  expofing  of  thefe  fubtle  artifices,  and 
cruel  wiUs,  which  the  old  ferpent  has  fo  fatally  employed  in  vari^ 
pus  forms,  in  dificrent  ages,  to  deftroy  the  ^York  or  God,  when- 
iev^r  it  lias  flouriihed  in  the  world.  In  confirmation  of  the  truth 
pf  this  femark,  1  need  only  makfs  aii  appeal  to  the  reader's  own 
recollq£lion.  Have  lye  not  repeatedly  heard  of  di;(Mros  and  vi- 
(ronary  fyfteips,  fince  the  laft  great  revival  of  religion,  almoft  z% 
ingenious  and  furprifing,  as  ftrange,  and  abfurd,  as  falfe  an4  un- 
fcriptural,  and  I  fear,  as  fatal  too,  a$  any  aniongft  tlie  s^qc^rift 
yajentinians.     / 

[  To  Ik  foniinueJ.  ^ 

t    5    T    T    E    JR    S, 
Fr^W  I^r.  WESLEY  to  Mr.  FLETCHER,     .  ;    " 
Pwf  Sir,  Birmingl^aaj,  March  ao,  iy6&,'.« 

I  Was  told  yefterday,  that  you  are  fick  of  the  converfation  «v^ 
of  them  whp  prbfefs  Religion,  that  you  find  it  qqitc  iinp'ofit* 
able,  if  not  hurtful,  to  converfe  with  ^hem,  three  or  four  hours 
together,  and  are  fometimei  almof|  determined  to  Ihut  yoqi&li'  op^ 
as  the  ler§  evil  of  the  two. 

'   1  do  not  wqnder  at  it  at  ^11.    Efpeciajly  confiderfng  with^ilbom 
ypu  have  chiefly  cor^vcrfed  lor  fome  timepaft^  namely,  the  hearers 

of 
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of  Mr.  ****  and  Mr.  ****.  The  converfing  with  them  I  have 
rarely  fouod  to  be  prpfitable  to  my  foul.  Rather  it  has  datnpisd 
Tsy  de0res,  and  has  cooled  my  refoluttons^  and  I  have  cfimmonly 
left  them  with  a  dry,  diflipated  fpirit. 

And  how  can  you  expeft  it  to  be  otherwife  ?  For  do  we  not 
naturally  catch  their  fpirit  with  whom  we  converfe  ?  And  what 
fpirit  can  we  expeft  them  to  be  of,  confidering  the  preaching  they 
lit  under?  Some  happy  exceptions,  I  allow.  But,  in  general, 
do  men  gather  grapes  of  thorns  ?  Do  they  gather  the  neceffity  of 
inward  and  outward  fjeif-d^vottgnft  of  cpnftant^-  univerfal  felf-de« 
nial,  or  of  the  patience  of  hope,  or  the  labour  of  love,  from  the 
dodrine  they  hear  ?  Do  they  gather  from  that  amorous  way  of 
praying  to  Chrift,  or  that  lufcious  wa^  of  preachinpr  hi9  righte. 
oumefs,  any  real  holinefs  ?  I  n^ver  found  it  fo.  On  the  co&« 
trary,  I  have  fouQd  that  even  the  precious  do£lrine  of  Salvation 
by  Fs^ith,  has  need  to  be  guarded  with  the  greateil  care,  or  tbofc 
who  hear  it,  will  flight  both  inward  and^outward  holinefs. 
>  I  will  go  a  flep  further.  I  feldom  find  it  pro&Uble  to  converie 
with  any  who  are  not  athirit  for  full  falvation  ;  and  who  are  not 
big  with  earned  expeSation  of  receiving  it  every  moment.  Now 
you  find  none  of  thefe  among  thofq  we  are  fpeaking  of ;  but  many, 
pn  ^e  c^trary,  who  are  in  various  ways  direQly  or  indireQly, 
oppofing  this  blefled  work  of  God.  The  work,  I  meap,  which 
Ood  is  carryiiig  on  throughput  this  kingdom)  by  unlearned  and 
plain  inen,.. 

Yon  have,  forfometime^  converfed  a  good  deal  with  thegen* 
leel  Methodifis.  Now  it  ipatters  not  a  ftraw  what  doflrine  they 
bear.  Whether  they  trequentthe  X^ck,  or  Weft- Street,  if  they 
are  as  fait  which  has  loft  its  favour.  If  they  are  conformed  to  the 
maxims,  the  fpirit,  the  fafliions,  and  cuftoms  of  the  world,  v  Cer. 
tainly  then,  if  yqu  cppverfe  much  with  fuch  perfoi)s,  you  will  re-' 
torn  lefs  a  map  tlian  you  were  before,    . 

But  were  either  the  tmd  or  the  other  of  ever  fo  excelleiit  a 
fpirit^  you  converfed  with  them  tod  long.  One  had  ne^d  to  be 
an  angel,  not  a  man,  to  conveife  Jthree  or  four  hpttrs  at  once,  to 
any  good  purpofe.  In  thie  ]Utter  part  of  fuch  a  converfation,  we 
ffudl  be  in. great  danger  of  lofing  all  the  profit  we  had  gamed 
before. 

But  have  you  not  a  remedy  for  all  this  in  your  hands  ?  In  order 
to  converfe  profitably,  may  you  not  felefl  a  few  perfdns  who  fiand 
in  awe  of  him  they  love  {  perfona  who  are  vigoroufly  working  out 
their  falvatipn :  who.  are  atbtrft  for  full  redemption,  and  ey^ry  mo* 
mentexpefting  it,  if  notalready  eujaying  it?  .        '>: 

Thpogh  it  is  true,  thefe  will  generally.be  poor  and  mean,  feldoxn 
pofiTefled  of  either*  riches  or  learning,  .unk£i  there  be  now^nd  then 
one  of  higher  rank  ;  If  you  ctiavms  with  fuch  as  thefe,  hutobly 
and  fimply,  an  hoikr  at.  a  tinsei  ivtik^a^nfiA  prayei;  .for  a  blei&ng ; 
yon  will  not  complain  of  the  unprofitablenels  o(  converfation,  or 
Jnd  any  need  of  turning  hef  mit,  Po 


t^S  L  E  T  T  E  R  S. 

Do  yoa  n#t  obferve,  that  all  the  liqr*preachers  who>  aie<}oa» 
iie£led  with  me,  are  maintainers  of  Gcnenl  Redemption  ?  And 
it  is  undeniable,  that  they  are  infirumental  of  (aving  fotxis  ?  God 
is  with  them,  and  he  works  by  them*  and  ha«  ion^  fo  for  nnr 
ihefe  thirty  ye»rs.  Therefore  the  oppofing  them  b  ncith«r  baiter 
por  worfe  than  fighting  againft  God, 

I  am  your  ever  affe£lionat«  Brothn:, 

JOHN  WESLEY. 

From  Mh.  WESLEY,  to  Miss  BISHOP. 
.  My  dear  Sifter,  Feb,  7,  1778. 

IT  IS  no  great  matter,  whether  thofe  doubts  arofe  hi  yoaf  mind 
by  Converfing  with  Mr.  H.  by  readin?  Mr.  Law*s  later 
Works,  or  by  your  own  reafoning*  But  mubtfefs,  what  you 
mention,  is  a  point  of  the  laft  importance,  and  defenres  omr  moft 
fertous  confideration.  The  rather,  becaufe  the  ftrange  account 
given  of  it  by  fome,  has  induced  others  to  deny,  Tki  DeQrine 
ef  Atonement :  ahhough  this  is  the  diftingurfliing  point  between 
6eifm  and  Chriftianity.  *•  The  morality  of  the  Bible  ffaid  Lord 
**  Huntingdon  to  me)  I  admire:  But  the  Do£lrine  of  Atone- 
^  ment,  1  cannot  comprehend/*  Here  then,  we  divide.  Give 
pp  the  Atonement,  ana  we  are  all  agreed. 

This  point,  therefore,  deferves  to  be  largely  cot^fidered  :  But 
that,  my  time  will  not  permit.  And  it  is  the  lefs  needful,  becaufe 
1  have  done  it  already,  in  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Law:  to  which  I 
leg  you  wijl  rive  a  ferious  reading,  whether  you  have  read  it  be- 
fore or  not.  It  is  in  the  jgfh  Voiunje  of  the  Works.  But  it  is 
true,  I  can  no  more  comprehend  it,  than  his  Lordfliip :  Perhaps 
I  might  fay,  than  the  angels  of  God  ;  the  higheft  created  under- 
ftanmng.  If  we  attempt  to  expatiate  in  thts'fidd,  ^e-  "Shaffl 
find  no  end,  in  wondering  mazes  Ibft  !  '^  '  But  the  quefifon  if, 
(the  Mly  qoeftion  -with  me {  I  regard  DOtUng  el(e })  What  faith 
the  Scriptui?/'  It  fay$,  MGoa  was  in  Chiift' ceconeUipg  the 
world  ttfitD  hittlelf."  **  That  he  made  fain,  wba  knnir  i>o  l^n,  to 
|)t.  a  fin^offering  for  ns."  It  fays,'  ^  He  was  wounded  fpr  our 
traafgrcAons,  and  bruifed  for  our  iniquitiie^."  Itfay«,.f^Webave 
^n  Advocate  with  the  father,  Jjsfus  Chrift  the  righteous,  .and  he 
ifi' the  AtoiWDMt  for  our  fins," 

*  ftm  k  is  certain,  had  God  sever  been  angry,  be  coald  never 
k^vfi  bcffl  T«i6onpiM.  So  chiat  m  affirming  this,  Mr.  Law  firikes 
«t  tho-wery  naot  of  the  A^onemsnt,  and  fims  a  ftorter  method  of 
convertipg  Peiils,  than  Mr.  X^eQcf'tl 

^  Althpngii,  therefanr,  {  do  nottoi-M  Goo,  a$  Mr,  I^w  fopjpofes, 
k^'^a  wvathfToi  Btiagr" Mwfaicli  convieft  a. wrong  idea;  yet  I 
fntAyJb^iiew  ha  waa  arigvy  with  all  numkitid,  and  iku  be  wasiS'* 
^w&U4  ««  thtaa  fef  Av^tlraAof  bwSon.    And  i  koow  he  was 
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rigry  v^h  iic,  tifl  J  beflfevied  in  thr  Son  of  hw  Love :  And  y«t 
this  is  tfo  itB(ptachme»t  to  his  mercy.  But  he  is  j  aft  as  well  as 
ttcfctful. 

UiKteubredfy,  B«  long  as  the  World  ftarid^,  Acre  will  be  a  ihoa-. 
farad  dW^afems  to  this  Icriptural  Do6Hinc. '  For  ftill  the  preaxAing 
of  Chn"ft '  crucified,  will  be  fooliftteTs  to  the  wife  men  of  ihi 
ivorid.  Soifrcvcr  ?ct  ns  hold  k  faft  in  onr  heart,  as  wcH  'a«  in  oor 
undtfrlbnding;  imd  ^e  fliall  find  by  happy  experience,  that  this 
is  to  OS  the  wH8om  of  Goto,  and  the  power  of  God. 

I  mi  your  afieStonate  friend  and  brother^    J.  W£SX£T. 

From  Mr.  WESLEY  to  Mr.  KNOX. 

Dt^rSh,  Sligo;  May  30,  1765.       j^ 

PROBABLY  this  will  be  the  laft  trouble  of  the  Kind  whlcf 
you  will  receive  from  me.  If  you  receive  it  in  the  fame  fpirit 
wherein  it  is  wrote,  1  fliall  be  glad.  If  not,  my  reward  is  witli 
the  Moft  High.  I  did  not  chlife  it  (hould  be  delivered  iV\  I  was 
gone,  left  you  Oiould  think  I  wanted  fomething  from  you.  By  the 
blelTmg  of  God  I  want  nothing,  only  that  you  fihoiild  be  happy 
in  time  and  in  eternity. 

Still  I  cannot  but  remember,  the  clear.light  you  had  with  regard 
to  the  nature  of  real  fcr\ptural  Chriftiaaity.  You  faw  what  Heari 
Religbn  meant,  and  the  gate  of  it,  JufiiJic%tion.  You  hadearn* 
eft  debres  to  be  a  pa^uker  of  the  whole  GofpeUBleffinig:  And 
youdifcovered  the  fincerity  of  thofe  defires,  by  the  ft^s  you  took 
io  your  iamily.  So  that  in  every  thing.you  was  ha&ening  to  be^ 
not  almofi,  but  altogether  a  -Chriftian. 

Where  is  that  light  now  ?  Do  you  now  fee  that  True  J^eligion 
is  not  a  negative,  or  an  external  thing.  Bu(  the  Life  of  G.qd.  ia 
the  Soul  of  Man.  The  Image  of  God  ilampt  upon  the  Hear|. 
Do  you  now  fee>  that  in  order  to  this,  we  are  juftified^freel)^ 
through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?  Where  are 
the  defires  after  this,  which  you  onccL.felt?  the  hungering  and 
thirfling  after  righteoufnefs  ?  And  where  are  the  outward  marks 
of  a  foul  groaning  after  God,  and  refuEng  to  be  comfoited  with 
any  thing  lefs  than  his  Love  ?  ...  ^ 

Will  you  fay.  •*  But  if  I  had  gone  0n  in  ihat  way  IJlioidd 
iave  hfi  mv  fjiends  and  my  r^puUUion.^*  This  is  partly  true. 
You  woula  have  loft  moft  of  thoCe  friends. who  neither  IpveAor 
fear  God.  Happy  .lofs  I  Thefe  are  the  men  who  do  you  more 
hurt  than  ^11  the  world  beUdes.  Thefe  ar^  the  men  whom,  .if  evei: 
you  would  he  a  real  Chriflian,  you  muft  avoid  as  you  w^uid 
avoid  hell-fii^.  '' £ut  then. th&y  mil  cenjure  m.'*  So  thtjr 
will.  They  will  fay  you  are-a.  fool,  a  mad-man,  and  what  not/ 
But  what  are  you  the  wqrfe  ior  this  ?  Why,  .the  Spirit.ot  Glojy 
and  of  Chrift  fhall  reft  upon  you.-  "  But  it  will  hurt  me  in 
«»>•  buf.nefs,'\    Suppofe  it  Ihould,  the  favour  of  God  would  make 

^  large 
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hm  atnends.  But  ver^  pigobabie  it  trould  noi.^  Forihevrtndt 
and  the  feas  are  in  God's  hands,  as  yntll  as  the  heans  of  toen. 
•*  But  it  is  incon/iflent  with  my  duty  to  the  Church'*  Can  a 
man  of  underilanding  talk  *fo,  ^nd^  talk  fo  in  earneft  ?  Is  it  not 
rather  a  copy  of  hl^  countenance?  Indeed  if  you  n»»n«— **In. 
confifient  with  my  pleading  this  or  that  Clergyman,''  —  I  allow  it. 
Bvit  let  them  be  pleafed  or  difpleafed,  pleafe  thqu  Goo;  But 
are  thefe  Clei^men  the  Cburch  ?  Unlef^  they  are  holv  men, 
earneftly  lovinc  and  ferving  God,,  they  are  not  even  xnemoers  of 
the  Church  ;  they  are  no  part  of  it.  And  unlefs  ^ey,  preaqh  the 
Doflrines  of  the  Church,  contained  in  her  Articles  and  Liturgy, 
thev  are  no  true  Miniftefs  of  the  Church;  but  are  eating  her  bread 
and  tearing  out  her  bowels!  /'   » 

"  But  you  wili  not  leave  the  Church**  You  never  will  by  my 
advice :  I  advife  jull  the  contrary :  I  advife  you  to  lofe  no  op- 
jportunity  of  attending  the  fervice  of  the  Church,  and  receiving 
the  Lord's- Supper,  and  of  (hewing  your  regard  for  all  her  appoint- 
ments. I  advife,  fteadily  to  adhere  to  her  Doflrine  in  every 
branch  of  it.  Particularly  with  regard  to  the  two  fundamental 
points,  JuftiEcation  by  Faith,  and  Holinefs.  But  above  all,  I 
cannot  but  earneftly  intreat  yo\i,  not  to  reft  till  you  experience 
what  (he  teaches.  Till  (to  (urn  up  all  in  one  word)  God  cleanfes 
thie  thoughts  of  your  heart  by  the  Infpiration  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
that  you  may  perfeftly  love  him,  and  worthily  magnify  his  holy 
name.  Unlefs  this  be  done,  what  will  it  profit' you  to  increale 
your  fortune,  to  preferve  the  faireft  reputation,  and  to  gain  the 
favour  of  the  moft  learned,  the  moft  ingenious,  and  the  mo  ft  ho- 
nourable Clergymen  in  the  Kingdom  ?  What  will  it  profit  a  man 
to  gain  all  the&,  and  to  lofe  his  own  Soul  I 
'  I  know  that  to  Goo  all  things  arepo{fible:  Therefore  (t  is 
pofBble  you  may  take  this  kindly.  If  fo, '  I  fhall  hope  to  receive  a 
line  from  you.  If  iiot,  let  it  be  forgotten  till  we  meet  &t  the  judg- 
ment Seat  of  Chrift.       I  am»  dear  Sir,  your  afre£li6nate  Servant, 

J.  WESLEY. 

From  Miss  R.  to.  Mrs.  P. 

PARDON  me,  my  dear  Friend,  that  I  have  given  you  the 
leail*occarion,  to  think  that  the  love  I  bear  you,  as  a  fellow- 
tnember.  of  our  Living  Head,  is  in  any  meafure  decireafed.  My 
fpirit  embraces  you  in  the  love  of  Jefus,  and  (h«uld  be  truly  thank- 
ful for  the  return  of  thofc  opportunities,  when  we  freely  commu- 
nicated what  pa{red  between  the  Saviour  and  our  fouls,  and  fbiotly 
Srured  out  our  hearts  before  him.  'Love  to  God,  union  with  the 
ead  of  the  Church,  has  ever  been  the  ground  of  my  union  wiih 
you,,  and  except  a  decreafe  in  either  ot  us,  (whidh  I  pray  God 
forbid,)  my  heart  will  not  feel  lefs  united  to  you  than  heretofore. 

By 


By  ybttf  Ji^lfcr;  it  Jippcih  to  me,  that  yout  foul  U  gtminf 
po\xnii  and  fo  if,  ever  wUl,  while  yoU'leam  to  live  l^  fwth  upM 


I  every  thing 
Ur^  to  fix  lamoftt  fifinly  dn  the,  Rock  ^i  'A(g^^« 

%  i^rifcW  breathed  m^  good  alttMrpherefmoe  I  r^tfirt^^  mt 
to  Vot^ftiro^  Yet^  I  havfe  nql  iieea  itftlhout  vmom  «^«rcifp§  | 
ibrae  irdryipeciiU^  eaiHs  fop  the/dxertto^iof  .fatdltili  ih^psf^mif*^'  f 
Bot^tlitti  LmI  has  hdbe4>  mor  ^^  Ihf wn  fontb  bis  ftl^ng^h^Pfn^ 
power.    I  am  ftill  iaved  by  divine  Grace,  and  kept  fp  fw^etjy 

Hr^  ajj  .aiftWcl  ipe,  y^Iai??  pewUjs^lO.  hi0c  wyfelf  in  Mis  bp- 
fom;  fif^fl  %|  nU  if  ^g^^c^,  q«ieWft.  51^4  #wrf^^e'ft?^  ever, 

I  am  ivilling  to  get  more  pf  Qpd^  by  any  Wf^s  V^b.»^^*>^ 
chufc^  f4r  ip0,.wd  fm\  ftjph  a  finding  into  Hifn,  as  i§  ine«preinble^ 
Here  J  meet  ^w'^^  all  in  hieayw  iM»4  on  e?prtb,  who  are  qpq  witli 
Cop.  ^4  tV^  fqch  .?!>  union,  as  wcirds  cannot  cJiprfef^.  S^re^ 
my  dear  fmM^    ":Th^  KlngrfWn&i  pf  pur  OqP.  ao4  kin§.     I(^ 

Wf  rejoin  aw?. eldpr  3r^thF^i?« ri% ^l jtUajt  i*  ^^qri^  {^urfui^g ;  , 

f  Tbey  are  happy  noiWf  anid  we  '< 

;      ^  Soon  their  happinefsfliail  fee/'    ,  ' 

To  ktjow  that  Jefjis  is  all  wbicl^  it  is  Worth  Hving  fpr,  and  thro* 
thevfrtiie  of  tfcii' kiiowTed^e^  to  fpread  His  pr^i'fe  bebw.  But 
while  paffing  through  the  vale  of  tears,  we  itiuft  expeS  hirtdrawces 
thrown  in  odT  4KI&< ;  tiiQ<  beft  Wa)r  wfakh  I  i|nd  to  conquer,  is 
by  a  further  fligh't.i«tttrih»  ftnMgTowef  of  njy  Lead's  Omnipo- 
t#wj^4  S^iMHiriii^:  F^^  rpa4  i«  through- ^poring  Icgioiuj  *ut 
m^  with-Gpf]^  Arw>wr.  i»y  foul  pwf^os  i^^s  my^ 

I  fee  great  'anger  €ihhe bkffed  Seed,  that  has  been  fo  riohlf. 
fcwn  atnoiifft  Ii9,  ijemgf  choked-  in  many  Minds,  with  wofldly 
caiies,  loy<  ^f^^eQfoal:  gvdttiifkatienfe,  iaad(»sfine^  o^  thin^  that  dnl 
not  lend' to  promotdteail  i«Ugion.  I  pvay  Goo-nsviv^  the  puFg 
flame  a»Kongtt  ut(|«  i  oft^il  think  o4'  de^  gifter' J*««-^n,  who 
fay^  '^  £  knoinflotrvhof  reafon  why  ibme  of  the  old  travel iera  aco 
"  fpd^td^  in  4he  <!huFe4f  Militant,  except  it  4s^  that  they  may  b« 
"  witneffes  of  the  purity  and  fpiritualit^  of  the  DifpenfMioti  iitu 
"  a'W  cj^^d  under.*'  May  it  be  fo  y^i^  |is,  yrk^^xe  hMta§  jleU 
terday,  contpared  with  fome  of  our  aged  friends.  I  Ibng  to  get 
more  of  the  facred  fire,  which  btrms- in  their  hallowed  brea lis  ; 
and  count  it  among^  my  greateft  merciej^  to  be  permitted  to  walk 
wiih  the  ciofeft  'TOJIbwers  of  my  Lord,  wherever  I  meet  with 
theoL  5i^q:  J  ■  Aivn^n's  cQnverfation  and  fpirit  often  hum'blea 
ipe,  and  animates  my  foul.  When  I  am  .with  her,,  I  fee  ia4ief 
fuch  ^  mixtjure  of  fel(.dbafemenr,  and  ftrong  confidence,  as  df 
not'ohtn  iji^et  toeether.  §he  lives  in  f uch  a  ifateof  deeb  Dovertw 
;  V9t.^X;-May'i7a7.      '     ^         '    "         .''        "*^'^and'^* 
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and  yet  fo  let  imoibejunrearchabJevricbas  of  ^ce,  as  common 
fouls  knoW'4jittie  liboM^  I^l[uch,:yery  in^ch»^  lies  before  us;  and 
if  we <  will  follow  themi*  wbq  through  faith  and  patience  inherit 
the  proraifosr-fhofe  promi-fesQi^lJl  prpve  to  us,  ^s  wqII  a^  to  others^ 
♦•  Yea,  and  Apipn,  in  Chirift  Jefu^;'       ,,     .    .     , 

I  praife  my  God,  lib  keeps-  my  foal  in  cooftant  <peace.  I  feel 
the  breadth  of  thd  comntandmentf  Bat^  O  my  friend,  what  in- 
finite ground  idt  encouragemem  :did  IvfeeL  this' morning,  whiJa. 
pleading  hef6r^  the  Lord»  that^by^.hisuunchangeableiPnefthood^ 
**  He  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttei;moIU  all  that  come  unto  God 
through  him/*'  /''      *.•',,:.'. 

Some  time  ago^  T*Wa*s  permitted  to  pafs' through  muchinward 
cxercifeV  the  powers  oP.darknefe  Wer^  (liffei'ed  to  afTault  •rnein  a 
raannfer  I  had  riot  lately  experienced  :  but  the  Lord  upheM  me  by 
his  power  :  He^ave  me  refignaiibh  to  bear  the  fiery' trial ;  ^nd  re- 
buked my  foei,  ind. enabled  me  id  feel*  theblefredhefs  of  enduring 
temptation.  Let  us  witH^frelH  eourage  fake  the  field.  Our  all- 
'conquering  God  will  give  lis  the  viftory  and  lead  us  into  heights 
and  depths  of  redeeming  love',  which  art;  yet'unknown. 

I  feel  a  fixed  determination  to  ptirfue  mv  way,  and  am  gathering 
up  the  powers  of  my  fotil 'into  my  great  Reftorer's  prefence,  that 
he  may  give  me  ftrength;^  and  en^ploy  it  to  his  glory..  I  fee  much 
beauty,  and  feel  inexpr^Ifible.'fwi^ethefs  in  the  way  of  fiitrple  faith  : 
1  fee  time— a  moment,  bfit  tl^e  importance  of  that  mpment,  fills 
me  witb.dcfire  to  live  for  him  alo;;i^,  by  whole  almigb jy.  Love  we 
live  at  alU  jTjuly,  my  dear  iriend,  Invay  fay*  ,, 

^  **  A  point  my  .goad,  a.dcop  my;ftorr,     . 

.  V  Xagcr  I"alk,*/ahd  pantfoirmore/* 
■  I  long  to  meiid  my  pftcd.  At  prcTeht  lam  wiA  one,  who  at  once 
reproves  arid  animates  jgic-t'  fhfe  grof^sas  a  tall  ^edar  ,*— bleffed  be 
God,  it  is  by.  a  oceans,  which  you  andJlesay  be 'acquainted  with, 
namely,  fim^p^te^hitfa.  Liet  us Jean^on  ourr.Belpved.  WeareweU 
able  fin  the'tlrengtb  of  Krael's  God)  to  go  up  and  poffefs  the 
good  iand^  \yhich  lies  before lus..'  Let  us  have  bpnourabie  thoughts 
of  GoD;  the  beholding  him^s..a  God  of  unbopnded  4oye^  is  the 
foul's  transt<»rmii»g  fight.  May  you  be  inftrumental  of  leading  all 
around  you>  into  a  deeper  acquaintance  With  this.  God  of  Ix»ve, 
prays  your's  aflfedionately^    .  .      - 

Maddcy,  Jiily  30,  1791.  ]E.  R. 


From  Mrs.  S.  C.  to  Mifs  M. 

Whitby,  September  12,  1777. 
Peel  much  ihankfulnefs  on  my' deaf  friend's  account,  becaufe  I 
perceive  tliere  is  in  your  laft  Letter  the  language  of  a  foul  truly 
sklt^lved  to  tajcc  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  by  violence.    Many  dif- 
*  .    ^  .     .         '    Acuities 


I 
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Realties  you .muft  expeft'taiftefet' with;  noli  dnlyfrdrff  devils,  •bat- 
men; ^ni'mHohly  enemies i  but^iV/r</;^4hat»love  u8,^wiH,  th'rV 
ignorance  of  our  ftatie;'^tfd  vttH^s  other  -daufds»  firive  again  ft  «s«) 
But  feir  hot,  ofily;  b^idve '#tthi  y6ur  whole  he»t.  We  nmft 
give  up  all  ^t  dtt^  that' the  dfRfting^inkjii  be  itC^xtA.  .      l 

You  are  callcci' to  .'Liberty;  and  not  tojbd  i|i  Bimdiig«  to  wf 


creature;!". nor  need  you,  whilie  Jcfuii eomfbre^yoti  With  hi* power 
^o  on  and  brbfoer/    ' 'T  dm' thankful  that  ybi 


difcern  between  the  Wi Worn  of  God,  and  thie'  wifdom  of  the 
carnar  mind  :  "  That  brokcfi  feed,  '6  ca*'aWay  f"  \  Ccrt^inly^ 
you  Jiidgc  right ;  the  true  reafon  why  profelTors  differ  is,  betikufi^ 
the  Life  of^GbD  isW  foy|ht^aft*r4s'iitJ  iHouW^eii  V^  ifAxo 
do  not  purfue  a^ter  ^n  itfcteafe'^f  divit^  Love,  haie  very  iictie  of 
the  Wifdpm  of  God,  "  -^  ■    •  ''  '     •       ^^   i  i^-  '   ^  >     : 

It  is  a.  great' mercy  that  you'  ari  not  j\ifl^/ed'to  remaiii'  long;^ 
Tieiihef  A^if  nor  €dld^  Your  Vaint  of  true  fimpHcity^  'rtiy  A;^f 
friend,  jcfus  will  fupj)ly :  "!  Aflc;  and  it  iH^t  be  given  yoh:!* 
Mary,  indeed,.  {ai'alzvayS  at'  Jefu'i  feet :  O  f  that^you  may  do  fq' 
too,— ^roni  thi&hour ;  let  yQuVtoyef|>I4t^'Hinj^w  ydur 

cYeiy'i»rhi|perand'iighV';;';^^^'  /;'  \V'i':-ll .;; V'-:  [■  •;'*! 

. '  ;•• . .0. .t^iai;  Athro!  tjuth  might  Cjt ^ j  j"; ,  '. ..  ^     ..  .    ;      *  * 
*•  With  thy  beloved  ones  I*^  .     -    •       ,      ^     ' 

♦*  Happier  at  ti^y^ Saviour's  fee^,        ;     *         '  '  '"'■ 
*•  Than  mioijlfch?- di' tri^ir  Xhinii^hJ^ 

Pray  on,  my  dear  friead-ij  Prpy  earn^ftfy;,^(or  li^ilrue  nothingnefs 
whereby  you  will  poffeisW/t^ingV  iB^t.  i^t).k,.*yo»j  muft  ; — fink 
lower  ycif — He  level  with  tte  dufti  ',[  Wow'good.is  pur  gaviour, 
to  give  you  help  in,tnVtJme  of  rifced.\*]'  O  fifa^^^^^  Wra,  pralfe  hfm^ 
•-evermore  !  /I  ft  ill  Jayj'ibok  VPt .  itid  r'eafoh '  no^  with  What  is 
paft,i  bj^t  n^a;cbirfteve  ;  now  !^Ve  j-  fkcio  ohe^  pAe.  ncarier  you  get 
to  6^r  Lord,  the  more  you  will  be  tried  from  many  q^uarters  :  It 
cannot  be  othcrwife,  becaufe  your  experience  will  differ  from 
theirs :  but  go  on,  and  you  win  affu/ediy  profper.  The  want  of 
th(^e  outward  ^\^\fiSi  jh^t  yyf  allude  1^,- the  -Lord  him/elf ,  will 

fopp'y-  '  .  .^i  ,  ./ 

Perfevere  in  the  path  of  (imple  faith,  whieh  will  bring  humble 
love,  andTweetbbedience.  Gloi*y  be  to  Him  whd  kds*ibeen  hear 
to  affift,.  and.  he  will  ilijl-  hjEt^jP  you,  iowiprufy  the  d^eds  of  4h# 
body,  while,  ypu*.  continue  tolook,  to  Hi>i  by  liy^pg  Faith,  fer* 
vcntly  dcrirtng  that  God  may,  poffefs  ypi»f  wl^ple  JToviL  \  The  ex., 
ercifeyou  roentjop,*^!  know,  muft.  Ije, very  tryiqg  to  your  fpjrit 
and  temper  ;  biit  itjsjuft  fitted  for  propqtipg  your  lours. welfare* 
Hereby  you  difcpver  your  patufaf  corruptipas-,  and  fepl  the  need^ 
of  faith,  to belieyefbat  they  (hall  be  a//  deftroyed.    .  .  V , 

Blefled  be  our  JUord*  who  often:  viCts  you»  and  ^ives  you  to 
find  an  increafe;:pf  faith  and  love.  Stilj,  xea(§A  'not,.xior  ll^n)^. 
that  you  Ihall  never  be  wholly  free  :  But  let  il  be  the  language  at 

L  1  a  your 
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Jour  foul;  U  Dlily  ani  J^fy.l^t  m^  Ai^  or  iUogetb^r  lillA 
WUleydur  fpiruuliljftr^ngth  |n^iiaUy  uiffjr^afes/kttke  iefvent 
defixt  of  your  fOui  bb  alwm  gQi^  o\u  af^r.£rQd,,evofy.inoQ)ent 
dit(M£tih^  thai  lie  WUl  f|»faH  in*  po^j^rip  ypfir  he^rt:  pefh^pt  ill 
forae  filch  WQfd(i  Aiibeitf;.  «'^r^.##«^^^^  o^y^fil  tkmJ^JujfU'f 

Bcli 


i  O  hoiir  fwcfrt:ia.llfft  ill  tb^  I-if«  of  ftiUh.  M^e  M  »KJ9t^^ 
belii^iilgi  lbe.Hc^YfOOf  LO)<<f  r  34i€yj{i[ig  our  Lord  will  jboa 
deftrpy  all  thefeeyil  roots:  Not  that  he  will  i4^e;\i3  at  laft.oniy^ 
^d  Uave  us  all  ParjliW  tp,b^  .l^S^raffed,  ^nci  jpft  by  thVda ;  for 
U  i^  wnttcJi^  ^.' Wattova  hpllb^rs^  nd  inan  fliiW  feetft^toffl.^ 
Gipry  be  to  Qod,  Xqf  a  great  fafvatioh.  purc^al^ed  :'  i  ififkipltAm 
Uop,  prpmit^d  ;  sjpd  :^ 'great  fitvali^n  'ehlbycd,'  by  tfiof^  ymb  t^^ 
iismnf^g%y^x:^pihemieWk^  t\itn.  .  O'lidw  Ihall  uViwdfthy 
4uft  praile  our  glorious  ItiNG;  tbr  )jh(^pfer^n(a6d  CohHEaiitpoUref 
apd  comfort  of  th^ir  falvatio^  1  .Bqt  the.degfeei  afe  V^Hbtis,  iift^ 
the  gifts  with  which  it  U  ^ctdibpmitAf  ^ht  iidf^^ifp  of  a  pqor 
wofipi?^    "  .      '"  .    .    ■      '  /'*  " 

,  ,  *•  Wider,  and  yet  wi^er  fill  ( 

*  Tlirtiiwilhaflltfetinn-tfta?,-       '     '^ 
;  ••  My  ft»ul  for  *vet  fill.p      ' 

•  Co4  has,  fpU  poflcffioa  of  my  Iwl  l^n^^.a^J  my  f^Ws  \  WW 
iSecra^p  tQ  hiib^  to  wbo^^  roy  n^re  t^an  all  is  due.  •    . 
1 9^  yOiir^  in  |be  S|^rf^V|)i:a^^bIe  t)oii4|,  . 

Wesley, 

'•'.  My  Ant  Fntndy       .•'.•..;  ?cW..ji.'i746,-   ♦ 

IMale  b6  ap61dg^  for  tWttroijbfe,  becJauft  t  kndW  mtyon 
.  Witt  thiAk  it  utrfs  ftdrte.  Odd  halh  faited  yod  lift  tdprdpO^te- 
,  his  fplrkuai  kffl^doOft  ift  thfc  hfearrs  of  rtJ^n  t  Th^rfewit  Be  t;j??fcF 
»6\v  yoix  fjruftratt  thii  ittat  deftgn  off'GDd.'  But  iWll  y<iu  wrt 
f^-uftrate  this  grW  dcfign,  If  you  iiijtffc?  y«Ur  ftddil)^ "hislitHf  ''  Ot 
<^ft  ygtl  Ubdtif  itt  tftfc  Vlneyatd  6f  ChtiiL  whtw  Voiit.  ftrfei^gth  is 
gone  ?  Deny  yduffelf,  tty  deaiT  Weii J,  IS  ftf  &sr  !<  tth^^  With 
yimy  eOfiftM»  tol>  and  labMY  ^  $ttt  ht  Caditouk  hfft  yoU^  ftlMe. 
xilah  fliouM  iCfb  Ood  or  lii»  childi^  of  irhM  yp<f  hav^  Mdefukon 
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fcr  Ae.fenrijcc  pf  bo^h.,  ;  Rea|ei|ibert ,tbal  tf.yoj^.ii^ealifli  you? 
Wy  by  overffDortiScataofia.,  ypii  render  yourfe^  fo  fUr  in^atpMe 
of  itfomQMM  >tki5  )¥)qp«rQj  ibe^tRTOSfr  find  ih^.  baffrifi^  iif  .th« 

JilC itfclf.,'    \    ■    ■'.::>    .r.f-.^'-/!    ;{    :::!•   -:'    fnA-     .    -u../. 

.  4ChriftWn,  tindoiibftttlljr^  (bould-fe.ivHHngtd»laf  dbiM^bif  Kfe 
to  &yc  one  TgmI  9  Oot^eqiaeBUfi  ttb.liotrii  tdM  mne  ^  ti^t  Kfej 
ivhicb  may  pYshfe  tfiArvifaviitBt  to^beiitftintirfiUIMiiilliaaVlllkltW 
fore»  every,  approach  towfFds  l^urtingahat  Jif<^f  .m»ft  be  iwoidted, 
Wi  Iftd  H6\y  &pxt\ti  mi€6;b\xio^  the  mmSf  a-  ip6nific4 
Ajtoflle,  to  th*  iflift^diiB'us  Tmiblhy^  be  ^cpnUixil):  befcw^  ^ii,,  , ; 
it  iifiiojild  iivjW4:Hapi»iV*^^  .»uft.fi*ff^  U  c^pifiikciited 
to  W;a  Mf^grjf  noOTcljg  or^Wpiind  a  w«J^  PMfci^nfSe,  iiliicely!  qo 
feal  Chriman  can  diipute  one  momenti  ,w)^%^  40.  bedoDe^.  But 
I  quefiion,  whether  low  proficients  in  Clinlt,  ipay  not  iquch 
•Jtefiitte  byrt  bf  '0b^fVln|t5tirVig0lifci  a  b^ba^^idtir*?    *  /      ' 

M^y  yoQ,  ipy  iffeat  tWto4,  «yef  go  on  m  tfee  jttrengtb,jof  0oc(*$ 
HafySjfiH<;  adH  5in*thfe'liilit  ^t  Hii  countenance ;— ever  under  hia 
mk  WflfieWs i^yfef  Uncier Ks' div Jne  direaohs^  \ l^  '^\ . 
Iw^  wuji^great  fiiKerlfir,  wVdc^  ini  Qirifty 

YQur  nioft  aflfeftioiwte, 

,  My T#ty dwr llrolbtt^  •  -"•       • '' -ii;  ...i  o.  ..tl  ..;      '   -\--  ' 

I  AM  fruly  conperiijci^  tliat'fo^i^  (<^n^n^  ftr'O^^^ 

A6I1I6  bA  attacked  in  fo  violent  a  iniaiineV.    Infuited.  byj^ 


ftip.  That,  in  the  firft  place,  .1  cpul  A  have  no  areate^  venefaitjon 
for Bfn§4*.  tt«i  HAWAII  (fitefeWttlt  'Biflib^  'NMa'ffz^'M  'for^ 
mtrly.wbofe  giwt  feiJffcrtftfe  ipridCWrifti*!  Vift\i?s;'e6aM  ftv5t  fdr^iij 

him  from  the  ufual  viplence  of  thofe  aflemblieSf  and  who  th^fd* 
feredi^ielitefe^si&iBoirtfOC'tiieii^,   '     "  , 

Howevpr,  Witfc'  ft^*rd  td  ttie  «i/iV  tJf  j[dod  Woitvl  ftoiiM 
franjcly  hav^  declared  my.abhprrence  of  tb^  veiy  found  of  the 
word;-  fiftce  1  C^iJld^  ndt'  doh^elve  l^ow  an  unprofitable  fcrvant 
could  merit  anjt  thing  from. a  holy  Qod.  But  then,  on  the  other 
h^nd,  II* fliotlld  havi?  ^de^.  That  whoever  fliould  fpeak  comemp- 
Vlb|]r  pf  tbp  dili^ot  exercife  of  ^ood  Wor]is,  as  if  |bey  derogated 
•  from 


,54  LtttEJi^.^^ 

from  the'  ht^MiSt  6t  Chrift ;  I  fhouM  tifll  fudh  a  diviiic,  W 
wbetb^r  h&  found  his  divinity  cither  i|i  tuthcr'.  Of ;  Calvih/  or  the 
SyiKklof  Dort,  it  was^no  aivinriy^orth;cffofp<5i  of  Chrift:  Sihct. 
Chrift  oHxwB'tO  0drff/HHHo  hifnfelf  ^^Jidcfflfai^ifcople,  recoils  of 
good  works.  And  as  the  Holy  Spirit  has  alTured  us,  aver'  anfd* 
«V4r«  Ibai  *^W€;ibaU'  b6  ^u^edi  aciQidlfig'«o'<ior.«wb«b,^  itui 
tl^cHefetfcieiowiem^ert^tbkt  Sl.^i^^  pra^,  that  hirooiM^erts^ 

'  TS^tti^sl^  .J?^>jB^t  ha^e  pbferve^j  tisatihc  ziaalot  whp;  decrys  good 
irorks,  wak  aftihg  a  moll 'ridiculous*  p^rt* with  iregardtp*  Faith,  for 
if  hhrYiiifh'did  not  bringToith'-^ood  works,  his 7aiili!was good  for 
torkxpli^f  osiifeqiieml)^  thcto,  eVeiy  Wfe  GlirifHart,  flibuld  infift 
opo^'aUl  ipolfibte  good  works,  as  the  cetlatn  f^iits  of  GofpeUFaitb, 
an8thefurecviAtrtteof  it«'  '      '' 

*'  However^  though  fuch  good;  works'  were  th^  fruUs  of  idivine 
fjuth«  apd  confeauently  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  of  .Chrift,  ajid  for 
that  itaf6n  muft  be  acceptable  to  Odd;  yet  I  muft  luve  added« 
So*  far  as  th<y  were  our  works,  fo  far  they  wanted  the  B]ood  of 
Chrift  to  warn  away  their  defilements,  and  to  atone  for  their,  defi- 
ciencies (  Mdtheref^drei-etenour  beft: works  can  have  no 'marit  in 

them.  •  * 

IrfhfWa  J  tbei  Rafi^e'remoh  ft  rated  to  that  worthy  Lady  to  the  foU 
lowing  purpofe.  That  if  one  who  had  laboured  in  the  vineyard, 
I  believed,  full  as  muchiaWny  perfdti  fihce  the  days  of  thr  apof^ 
ties ;  if  fucb  a  man  was  not  thought  worthy  of  the  m^tl^^pf  love, 
for  any'thiftake  be  might  Have  made  ;-^yet '  furely  he  had  a  right 
lo  c^^pe^^  ^hsit  motice  wouU  have  been  given  him  to  explain  bis 
own  hieanlng,  Betbre  bis  judge  jpronounqed'fentence.  Thia^^s  a 
privilege,  granted  tp  every. fupppled  cripinal  in  our  Court^  of  l^w. 
and  w&re  this  is,  denied,  that  Court  is  no  better  than  a  .Cquu  ql. 
IiibuiTmon.        "  M  .  :  . 

But  how,  my 'dear  Brother,  what  eJFe£l  fi^cb  a  Let^r. Blight 
have  Had,  1  pretend  not  to' fay.  It  would,. at  the  leaft,  hjivoMi^ 
fed  to  that  friehdlhip  Which  i  have  conftantly  had  for  you  tbefe 
twetityifive  yc^airs,  '.  .  '       /  . 

^  M^y  God  dire6i  us  both  in  lyhaUbe^ei^  may  prpmote  the  Salva-^ 
tSon  of  Mankind,  and  m^  our  worft  enemies  be  all  l^rought  to 

You  have  my  leave  to  make  what  o(e  vx>u  pleaife  of  this  long 
}^tter«    May. the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  witn  al|  of  i^.^ 

I  am,  my  very  <ear  Brother,  your's  moft  affeftionateiy,, 

VlNC^XT  PkRRONET, 

^       •       *        ^  -       •       '    Ffoni 
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-      •:  .  ;   ,     ..'■.  /.    .M  .  .      !•  •  .      '      'j    ■   ...r-   >        .  1  .••   (:..  "    .   »  <  ' 

;  A«v*.an4-.d*ar  Sir.:  r..  .• ; '  ..  .  /  'i  ^  .^-    .3  v  *  ..  •    -^ 

HOW  much  foevcr  I  love  peace  and  union,  erpecially  aipongft 
nhe  profefTe^^DlTdpteft  6f  CfilWiST,  yet  frbm^h*  fierce  aqd 
fiery  Spirit',  %«hich  ba^  too'^often  manifefted  itfelf  in  t6<>fef;  wlio 
are  called  Clirift'iaiis,  I'  never  could  eht^rtaW  ittuch^  l^pe)  that 
any  cffefiual  Piafi  oS  Reconciliation  cduld  etl*r  be  tb6u^t'  6m"^ 

Our  dear  Brother  Fletcher,  has  indeed  (hewii  Hls^gbocl'-will 
towards  it^'iasybifyi»^f«lfhdd  hdHtPtti^ny  ytitt  a^oi'  but  ho^ 
little  did  it  anfwer>t)leibenevolbm'de%n?'  •  • '" 

That  worthy  good  wantonly  b}^  dtfrtonflradng't^tC^ 
and  the  Trutlis:  of  the^Oo!{ief,  did'ndt  alWays  agre6  tci^tKer,  han 
htcVy  provoked  a  f^d-hot  gehtlettjin'  to  pay  hitn  a  inoft  terrible 
vifit,  foH  of  wrath,' ifllligtSti'oii,ahd'abufe.  However,  oMr  dear 
Brother  has'  abuTidafnt^  itcaftn  to'  he  thapkfcil  that  the  times  are  a)- 
tercd;  fince  the  gVcat  Calvin  c;dufd  dall  for,grceh  wood  to  convince 
pooT'ScryctUsV  ~'"  '"'  ''      *      "  •"*    '-   ......;..>  i         - 

^s,tQ  th^  Po6lrin(;  of  Genj^ral  Ri^demption*,  if  any.pne^who 
believes  that  Gob,  who  is  Love  iifelf,  hath  created  thourands^ 
andtenthoufands  of  fouls,  to  be  tormented  through  eridlefs  ages, 
for. what  they  neither  did  nor  cotild  prevent ;  I  (hould  really  ef- 
tcem  fuch  a  perfon,  rather  an  ob|e£i  of  pity  and  praiyer^  than' one 
whof  wis  fit  ta  be  difputed  with^  What !  That  =G6d,  who  de- 
)ightetlimtbsjez0rcife  of  loving-kindnefs,  jud^meiift,  ^and  ri^fcte- 
oufnefs  in  the  Earth!  That  Goi>,  whp  condelcertd^to.  appeal  to 
his  creatures  fpr  the  equity , of  his  ways  1  That  God,  who  fwears 
by  iimfelf,  "  thathe  wills  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  but  that,  the 
wicked  tumftomhia  way  and  live  ! "  '  Has  this  G61>  deiertnine4» 
from  all  Eierility,  both  the  fin  and  death  of  milHof^s  of  fouls! 
Ma)r  God  give  repentance  to  the  broachers  of  fuch  'blafphemies  t 
Indeed,  tfccir ,  fentiments  appear  fo  horrible  to  miny,  that  thejr 
cover  tbcan  over  with  milder  terms*  Thus  the  infernal  Doftrind 
of  RepwAation,  is  foftened  into  iPretefiti&n ;  as  if^  altering  thtf 
term,  any  Wfay  amended  thfe  thing  itfelP.  Will  a  reptdbated 
foul  feel  lefs  torment  in  hell  from  this  artifice  ?  Or  Will  thefef  ar*^ 
tifiices  vindicate  the  equity  or  ioving4cindntfs  of  the  I.brd  ?  But 
flill  this  dc^firine  muft  appear  more  fhocking,  when  confidered  iii 
a  Gofpel  light.  For  doth  not  the  Holy  Spirit  aflure  us,  •*  That 
God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  g^e  hhf  only  begotten  Son,  that 
the  world  through  him  ;nifihi  be  faved;  "  and  **  that  he  tailed 
(Jeaih  for  every  man  ?**  *  Moreover  the  fame  Holy  Spirit  exprcfsly 
affiims,.  th^l  :*'6odi$  notlwilling  that  any  fhouIdpeiSft,  bui-that 
all  (hould  come  to;  repentance.";  .  J^nd>  bow  cpmplcatly  ^rtd  ftf^ 
[efllyistheglonpus  Dofltrine  of  .General  Redempti9n.folntped.up 
ia  this  one  heart-rev.iving  Scripture,.  *♦  Goo  ^i  I.9.VJ^  1 "  Creit 
"  -    •  •   -  -     -  .     -  •    *    G«d 
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God  of  LoYt  I  fW  we  ;iC«>«^  4y  feyiirtf8»'  6M)4MQtit9il6re,  itiatl 
to  explain  all  th^fe  glorious  declaraiions  fo  far  away^  as  to  tnakift 
thc<^9il  ^LcWV'^ihfi'Miihor  tf  eternal  mifery  to  millions  of  fouls» 
and  thus  turn  the  Lover  of  a  loft  World  wii  a  iisrVev^ri^Miel 

,  J^wM  ^lY,  ^  £rafif«W!C«|il4  Mrt  b«.|Kffnidfd  tqpti&ciite 
bis  Proteftant  fubjeas,  t^ll  ty|i..Cw{Mii9fi:b«4AieMcd  tiiiii  ftbt  OpH 
ni.Qn  of  tl^it  WWW  Jf«l^W>  .  Thii.dFtjrj^ir^  lha^  ^lil^g%:f»o- 
navch  ;to  jr«5H^;  fppS»S  P^rT^cutioi^  of.  byi.  iqnp^Mjt.fp^jcas^  a? 
proupit  TOv^hjrulp  pppq  ^i$  9wn  Higgrfow  5  and  wWif  vcrj(.|:^t 
inarka^e,  the  j^^  Order  q)(  il^p  Ctiurd?  of  Rome^  vfh^ 

ire  iiflinijiiU^cid  C9|R.thrir  i^\SQx\St,.  Awftuif  ^nv^alw^y^  Mtl^F 
care  of  tne  Inc^u.iQtipo  aJlQt^ed  to  ihfm.  Apd  ipde^J,  .tt^^gu^jc^-t 
atifhip  ot  that  infernal  Tribunal,  and  the  do£lrine  oif  J|U|^Q^t^ 
fuit  well  togett^^r. 

*  M^y  Qp4  deliver  .^very  finc^re  CV^yii^n  froi».aH  lW.cl^W5«W 
of  the  epfemy  !r-frwi  wftatever  may.  bnng  diDiiQpov?r  iQ'Qo^K  oi 
may  peryert  the.pprq  Qpfp^l  Qf  C^r^ft^^d  l>xipg4eftrw^^  VPW 
the  fqiils  of  meri!*,  .  '        .  .  . 

-  MW  G44  Jf^fper  all  y^ujr  entie^voars  to  briny  maay  fiwk  W 
(}ra^,h^.r«,  i#4^^ dony  hof^idtt^r.        I  am,  wttfa  muoh cftesqiy 

:M)f  fl^ESW?  Sroibw,  yiwr'iiiaflEe£Konately,.  .         -  ♦■   - 

MftVl^C^HT  Pf:iliPN%Tr  Ihe  Writev  of  the  three  prec«lting 
(.|Uff^,t  V»4  W^itrlg»owii  iinti<ing  the  Brafefibr^  of  R)eligi6n,  mi 
99\y  H  %  i^nfibki;  tiprigbti  foon,  Iku  as  one  tru^^dewoi^d.to  Qod. 
}^p^W%^Al^M  4«GnMrefled  attachount  to  Mr.  Wefttfy  inr  tbt 
f ^19  put  qf:  Mhi  which  cpntiauad:  inviolate  till  he  iiiiAed*  bit 
fiPVrfo.wilte  m^,  .  TM  fiwwd  Letter  was  wrote  at  the  t*nlf  whsn 
))^I^^i^SKofHih^^MQtbodift  Coirfoienee  of  1771,'  %Mir«  t^slkd 
1%  ^Mflifif^'it  <Andf:  ih«  ibifdr  Latter,,  wdenube  great  aiidgiiod 
M|f\  FLfifi^m^i^  >i)i  Ishoitfiog  :to  toconcilp  tbtt'  JuktilodMU  aad 
WiVHWftir- *>  ■'.•   ..•/  .        :".;•>-■•  .  -.  .    rj  '  • 

.  .Mjfr^cjrf.Siifttdy  ..   V  ;  :  Londonr,  ttV.  19,  i/pjr. 

TBft-.4yi*»g  ffiykigtdf'  tWc  \yt('o'h2ve  lon^  adornjed  tjie  Gofpel 
ot'Cftri'ft  by  k  holy  jife  and  cotivexfation,  and  more  efbecially 
.  %kefi  thiey  bave-fekhfeHy  preached  ibat-Oofpcl  to  mankfrid,  are 


Ittj^  ttAMirAby/tk^  <:MI^tn  of  God  cf  all  dc|iQRmiifiiom&; 
TEiH  «i9iEflQf«t|QithM>  iii<liK«di  mc;  %oi  add  fome  furtfaeir  particulars 
rcfpcfiing  our  much  lamented  friend,  JMr«.  Han&v.^ 

BaBgflHrMftly  f>^«4i>y  fmc  frtendsrat  Nattiaghan»  lo  go  over 
iaP^yr^dlf  a  kfwm.onlbiBii  ni0ui7i(uLo,cca£Qn,l  varyireluaantjy 
took  a  journey  to  that  houfe  of  Torrow.  My  mind  indeed  was 
much  afflified  for  tl^is  liti^-of  ^y  S^^i^  for  whteh  isearon,  as  well 
a^<i)ffll>(t|5i,  I.  fudged  royfelf  to  be  a  very  improper  perfon  to  un- 
dertake fuch  a  work ;  but  I  yielded  to  the  importunity  of  the  p6o« 
{le,  being  glad  to  fiAcktbaKikey  <«<HCMiiied»  a  fincere  regard  for  . 
lim  who  had  faithfully  laboured  among  them.  By  To  doing,  I  had 
an  opportunity,  to  fpe>|k  ii>  th^inaoie  d|)th4j  Lord  to  crowded  con^ 
gregationt,  to  drop  a  tear  over  the  grave  of  my  dear  Criend,  and  I 
aifekBr6^.the:ioUaviiif4i«f|i9Ulars  co^  : .  •  .i 

On  the  Tuefday  Aft^C  Mr.  Hanbvw^s  taken  ill,  he  defired  hia 
tideft  daughter  to  it?ad  tb  hiiti  th^  iSih  chapter  of  St.  JohnV  Gof^ 
pel  It  i^  wdl  .l^npwn  tbat  tbiSt/|t94  ^  chapters  coiiiif$c^  there* 
with,  we  jptcv!\ifffh  affeSing,  as  t^c^^cootptiv  thela^  io\prfin  dif- 
itturfe  which  W.JuQf^  wiyle  lij^ai  eiu;th,  as  well  as  his 

lail  prayer  Wuh  jhis  Hifipiples.,  JMany  5{yirO&V^nI(;iam  l^a^^^  Sefired 
thefe  chapters  to  be  read  tb  tfaenii. 

On  Wediktibyi  ervc^iihlg;  tt  frfc^nd't^id^  *'  I  hope  yotl  flad  that 
the  Lord  is  good  to^yimi^-  He  relied;''  The  I^ovd^ii.  ifiy  roclf ; 
*'  upon  what  ba^Sfaln  doM^d  fliffc^ed  Walt  ihy  depcndati^ ;  his 
"  precious  dekfa-  |Mld^iiit4l^c«{8M  H^M  niy  hbpe/'^  A^  another 
time,  hefaid,  mj     -  - 

^*  ukenawiiy  fin  J 
his  own  weAti'efs. 

"  Whofoevtr  cbiiL<u  ui«v  .**v.  *  ^..*  «*  «v  ^..w  v«*..  *.*.* ,  — 
aadadded,  •^fhbtigVl  walk  through  th^Vafliey  of  the  (hadow  of 
death,  I  will<{lfai^,np.e?il,  for  ijuHia^t  with  me;  thy  ipd  ^d  thy 
ftaff  they  fl|all  copEcirt^  me.*  ^  I  w^I  iear  no  evi)."  Beidg  in  ex. 
tremepain,  hcfajid,,  ••  This  if  gfcj^t' work*?'  One  who  ww  pre* 
fentalked,  *^V^att  is ^reat  wori^ *f  He  replied,.  Mdyiog  work  it 
great  work.**  '  *  , 

OnThurfday  aftenioori,  wicn  very  near  death,  he  faid,-^— "  I 
•*  am  the  Refuriiefiibti  and'  tfce  Life,  (Taith  the  Lordjj  whbfoever 
"  believeth  in  tnc,  Ao*  he  was  dead,  yet  fhaH  he  Jive ;  and  who^ 
•*  focver  liveth  «nd  believeih  in  m^  fhall  nfcver  die..  Believe  y« 
*•  this  ?  ••  Airs.  Hanby  feeing,  w^th  the  deepcft  forrow,  the  dif- 
folution  of  her  bed  ifiend  haflening'  on  apace,  faid,  "  Can  you 
fpcak  to  mc  ?••  He  lepjied,.  "  Yes;  I  can  tell  you  to  cajft  your 
**  care  upbn^h^Lbrdi,  lor  he  car^th  for  you ;  He  will  be  a' Father 
•*  to  the  fatherlefs;  and  ik  Hulband  to  the  widow/*  7 

Although  his  paitf  was  vory  ahitcf,  ygi  his  Undtf  ftiidihg  was 
^mt  clear  to;  die^  bik ;   £0  that  he  cottld  «eadBy  ^010  the  abov^ 

Vw,  XXvMayi  t79yi  ^   \.'--;  .     iwwfcably 


:  remarkably  pcrti'nenl  paiTa^e^of  that^tilefliNl'WdrAiyf  Oo4.  ^H?l^ 
he  had  fe  greatly  deltghted  in  fpr  ^^ax^  y^ari|-aiiiA<0O*dMbl»{bimd 

it  fpirit  and  life  to  hU  fout  t  -    ->•••*'  ..i*  c  ;.>»,:>>.  j: 

;     May  ivefolldw  himtas  he  f<dli>i#l;d  Cbrift;  Ih^t  iw'dM'Ciilib  ^o 

alio  may  depart  in  peace,  dor  eye^  havihg  fe^tl' thb  9^hratit>^rioC 

Coi).  •  i'     ' '      .'  -"7      •••  '  ■' ;    5  -' .;   •';•  ;.  j. /•''-: 

So  prays  ^our . afftSibftatp  Fr^epd,'  '  :         ';i;:i 

'    -v.  r  ,:.;;.  .;••...•■       •:   j^FAWSOlf^- 

/.•  •    .     -/  I  ;..  ;    .  ;i  jTv;  6    ':::!  -i-i.-M-  *. 

M  .         '.       ^.:        : "■     :  »  '.     i.i  "    ..  ^^?  :     !  ..  '^'  .    '  » 

On  Mr.  THOMAS  HANBV,  PR^4C»^k  ^^f  4h^  Oos#Ea^ 

' '  r» Ol,DJEJl  of  CHkiST/  fareweil/rtiy:  wt  is  hiit,    :     I 

P    Thoq'h^kept'tbciFaith/apd  nobly tfeWV thy  i^okx»t 
"     ,F66gbit'thc'go6d''fiAt^  th^^^^  ; '^ 

•      AiiaxfoMHtafe^ctoterMoWtby^^^^^  '' '       '5  -  / 

Mil  ippparted  S^iirti*  aftfl  ffiall  >y8  paqurAfjihy^fl^^?:!  /,/  i.O 
-  :'/•!.  J    r(4»bidonr,^)feafts]witb,My  trm^bTw^I^  .1  v 

..     ;  Tp.  g^^e^  thy  enfl;«in}:^^n.lbc  ri»lHW,6lM44l|W  ).>  ^  ^   i    v,     * 
,.^     QjcckthefolL|fta|v,ttebnirfting,(ig»iT^rfj?.'!     n     ,-jr^'   ' 

^  •  ■  ,  T'l£Cro*vn  crofeigh^Qiifnefs  isJiQvyl'tW  \  '*.     . 

;_i ,!     Thine  to  behol^  oqr  OppV  uncipud^d  Faqe;  '  ,^ ,  ^ ", 

.  ^'^  With  heavenly,  hafpS:i)'(5jWc  tlje'et^  jf  .1 

To  jpin  the  Wi^EVs'l.lJ<he  fpn}?.^^^  :«:.:  ., 

Yet  i*rhy  frpm  numbersf  d^bps^the  gufWiig'tia^  '  ',  /. 

'             ScutiA,  your'.v^lttrfyrieiid  has  Joft^'a^  '  *      * 

-    Yes  ;  vireep,  yp  childtct^.of  his  faith' and* prayit>'f  -  .     ' 

vftnotKer  Father  hath  our  ISRAEtlgft. ,;  *  •   • 

,    '..  Put-r-no:r^bol4  fall  your  b(^e  unto  the,  qi4»>:  i  '    ^ 
/You  (ball  be  ilars  to  glitter  in  his  cfown;;  ,;  s. 
You  :fl)4U  with  him  the  pea venly  Mount  afceni];  ;   * 

in  God's  gr^t  Day-r-his  miniftry  to  owq.        ■  .        4   • 

.    tf bcLqrd  who  firft  opr  fpre^ing  cburfb^s  faU'3, 

/  ^/\^\  ft  ill  yopchfafp  his  alUfufficient  *Cracei '  .      * 

*ro  ijlefs  the*  a0enit)lfe$  wlier^  his  Nanjp  '|s,pr^is'd|      '      ^ 
^  And  bid  another  fill  ^uf  Ha;^by*s  place.  \ .  *,     . 

CallM  by  Jehovah  .in; the  bloom  of  Yoqtbt  ' 
The  hallow'd  ftaiidard  of  the  Cbt>fs  to  raifd  r  ' 

boldly ihe  prVachM  the  Gofjpers  ft^rfri  l^nifli,* 
The  joyful  Ridings  of'uhboundpd  prace^  i^h 


p  or  2f  f  fi  Vi  •  «5j 

Hisbofomgbwf%w|tfewiyitell^Vey  •  "^  :  ' 
He  calm^  fuffdr^d^pA-feCbdott^tf  i^. ;  i  '"•'"'   :  I 

Repay'd  bis  enemiejh  ^ith  ii^yerir,  laHd'Hrov^' 
To  pluck  the  bntft^irm  evorl^IMf^g  &0;  -  ' 

A  trae  expounder  otMikoj^M^  "j Vj  ' 
The  weak  be  itrengthened,  and  the  careleis  warn  d  ; 

Cut  to  ih^b^n^.thfi,ii[f^r^bl^ngy^^  ,  r;- 

The  awful  jiMS!»e«t^  og  .th^lGwl^ /9Q^^^ 

A  lively  preaeher  inorc-ll?ai\  SBrhryt^arii*  ^--i 

RearM  by  hisi)fofas'tia»fl8^^  ''^--^f'  '^*^'-^'^ 

Lo,  raafom'd  tbo!i!iibda^rife^t^eaF(Eiiii$>b1^s'd. 

Caird  by  his  Maftpr/ti«thRpaifl&l  l<^#  !  ..lA  A 
He  nobly  bpre;^i»{Q<MiifecrWe,d  C^  ,7  . ;  ;  ,  / 

You  who  have  knqMWA^e  virtue,  l^  ^KlfleSV  ^ 
Alone  can  fully  ^ftNMl»foi4  lofs«»  u  ,  ;r^  r' .  :; 

Juft  granted  hert  to  ^;i;ikfM'A^^^^  ^'^ 

Then  fummonM  td  fcdiofd'hlVKice^aboW/ 
To  join  in  Heaven .thfjr^fpiii'd/pMQf.eairtb,   .-^ 

And  fliare  the  |j)rjplj^il^  pt  re<teerf|^nj[  ]Cove«  *.. 

pifroVd  pf  all  his  ten-ohi^'i^Deatb  drew  n!giiy> 
Behind  a  band^f  iKtnJng  S€t»]riis  ftood^     :'^'.7 

)Je  pointed  Hahb^^  u>^tbi  bp^nilig^fk';^,^  i  ^^  2:  '> 
Ajnd  dipt  his  dart  in'^bd'^tiifitlg  IM^*  -  ■-> 

The  faithful  Chriftia'ft&hvlheb  ftinglefs  wpu<id» 
An4  to  hU.Gai9i;refign)d<Inf  Reeling  breathy  .  ^ 

Peheld  Heaven's  portab^^hro' ^be^gloofti  arotOid, 
And  fhpuiediViAQiy  i<itthieatj9»$.0f  J[)e«^«     '[ 

Q  bleft  concjufion  of  a  g?prioS>  Jace^  '^  '  "  ^ 
The  goal  attain'd;  tbe  pfoiiii^*a"jirfi:e  &  giVen ; 

With  hplyjoy^  tkybJifciul  foul.wetrac/e,  -  j. .  r  / 
ffcap'd  Ir'oQi  earth^tjijJSpjppii^^^  ai}^  H^ave^^i  r 

^   \i---.^'  ^>-^.    :     //'i       A.  R.  a 


The  lord's  PRAYER  ?araphraseb. 

FATHl^R  of  alll.    EtccfialMindr      .    '. 
In  uncreated  Lidu.enQirin*d|  :  *.  V 
Imm^niely  good  ahili,grtftt. ;   .  / 
Thjr  ciiilixin^  imm%  fMd.hleftrd  by  |b<J.$,;, ; 
With  filial  love  asid  bDmage»  ,^c. .        J,! 
fall  proflratc  at  thy  fcett       .. 

^  Thy 


Thy  Kame^  h41p«^4:ftr^|Ht  fMf  t  ^    '     ;I 
Let  every  heurt  dtidj^tfy,  Hvfigpc;:   .  : , 

In  lovuigb  <bf^ili8r>?i&ig4Wi        :  .  .       <;t 

Wefindour,chi^(  (elicUy,  .  ,  * 


rttbu§1i]>tit  C^iM^i  aHipte  pun,.  ^     '- 


TJ 
Th 

Let  ey4vy  B^pg  pwn..  ,.,^.  v      .  ; 

With  fierce*  tiw^vwona  ra^i^tnidie«     ,  ^ 


o 


As  Angels  %icthlil»f  le^^bch^v    •  '        '    « 
With  vpyial  bske^  Md  atfdtift  idvc^  '      '  '!  -  ' 
T%b)eft toidSfMirids'fiiMH'}  '^  ;> 

So  let  thy  creaiun?i  bcreWt^W^  .       '    • 
As  fat'4S;lihou  ba^,givcnta  koow^     r  ;^ .. ,.   , 

Pcffc)r^:^x:^f^  Will,.;:  •  :-  ..vy.^v.i 

Ontlieii Ve <!a^W<Iay ASwinc!;   '     *  ''  "" 
Our-fe'e1rrg%  Aiitiioi','  itidrlfe  firi^' 


;t^  t>fi; 


Qdif'dailji.WabliiftBP^)^'^  '  '^'  •  '•••  "'*'  i'^'^'-  ='-.•^1 


L  i. 


;( 


With  b^^Uhluliit^iourMiblfieed^  i 
Our  Souls. iufiaio;  with  Uvis^  fiiead^  <  i  v         -  II 
OucSwli  ^  nfiy«r:dmi  —    ^  f  j  J'  *  (A 

Extafed^thy  grader t^efi^yftvic;      "^i  .  .' '/^      T 
£acb  Mill  ndionv  w0rd,  «iidtlKMigfa%    - 

for  tbdii^fabflf  ta«gbt  our^bems^  4bo#'  ^     ^  •  - 
£ntife  I'orgiveAeu  Id  own  fcfia  fy 

, ,  ]t^  j^auft  r^iitment  Uv^ 

When  teibpting  tharcs  iiAtcw  the  wayjr  .        .  ' 
To  *lead^tinwary  minds  idfiri)r«'        »        •    ,     -^ 
;^     Permit  us  not  to  tread« 
tinlefs  ihy  gracious  aid  appear. 
To'  avert  th>  ihraataiHiig.  aiH^ntar^ 
From  our  unguarded  bead. 

Thy  Tacred  Name  we  thus  i^ore. 
And  thus*  thjr  cHoioeft  gifis  implojf^ 

With  joybxlf  bumbleimmd;  ^ 

Becaure  thy  p^wcrandgiovjf.praire. 
Thy*  Kingdom  builtM  Wifdoni,  hvft^ 

Unceafing;  Ancwfio'd^  -'     * 
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Memoirs  of  William  Myles,  Preachei;  of  the  Oosi^el* 
[  ttntinuti  fr^m  page  ft  1 4 .  j 

IN  Auguft,  17795  I  went  into  Li&urn  Cirauit^  ib  the  North  of ' 
Ireland.  I  foon  perceived  that  I  was  among  a  people  vetY 
different  bom  any  I  had  heen  with  bef^e..  Here  were  almoil  aft 
religiooa  perTuafioas,  attd  each  of  the  pat  ties  feemed  zealous  for 
their  pvciliar  iencimemsk  '^^^  frequently  attended  our  preach^ 
ihg,  and  were  forward  to  difpnte  with  us.  Being  a  ftranger  to 
thefe  cootfoverfies,  I.^was  often  not  a  kittle  embarraffed  with  theil^ 
fubtle  arguments*  Que  zealous  man  oppof^  me  while.  I  was 
j^reachiog,  and  declared  that  I  was  an  en^rny  to  God's  covenant^ 
becanfe  Lhad  affirmed  that  it  was  pt^ble  fer  Seltevers  to  fall  {rom 
Grace.  Thefe  opy ofittoa^  induced  me  to  iludy  ^he  con^rQverced 
fubjefts  with  diligence.  I  read  Mr.  Fletcher's  works,  Mr,  Wel^ 
ky^s  PreferVative  againft  unfettled  Notions  \lx  Religion,  ^nd  all 
the  religious  bools  i  co^ld  meet  wi(h.;  1  lt{;ewife,  at  ?^11  oppor^ 
tanities^  attended  the  diSerent  places  of  worihip  ;  and  by  thefe 
ineaos  became  acquainted  with  many  branches  of  jpolemicai  0^^ 
yinity,  *•        .         .  " 

We  had  a  favourable  opening  for  the  Gofpei  ^t  the  foot  of  the  " 
toountains  of  Morne,  from  Down-Patrttk,  along  the  fea-fide  as 
far  as  Kirkeel.  The  Lord  ^)lefled  my.  labours  among  the  people* 
3ind  preferved  me  from  fin  and  danger*  One  day  as,l  was  going 
to  Kirkeel,  I  was  overtaken  by- a  Roman  Catholic,  whom  I  re* 
proved  in  meeknefs  for  fwcaring  ;  this  engaged  us  in  a  friendly 
convtrfation  upon  the  finfulnefs  af  profane  twearing  :  he  then, 
bidding  me  farewell,  rode  on  and  left  me.  When  I  got  near  the 
place,  Come  of  our  friends  met  me,  with  information  that  there 
was  a  mob  in  the  town  waiting  to  apprehend  me,  and  fend  me  on 
board  a  tender  that  was  then  lying  in  the  channel,  it  being  war- 
time. They  likewife  informed  me  th^t  the  mob  was  raifed  at  the 
i»ftigation  of  the  man  I  had  reproved  on^  the  road,  who  had  de* 
dared  to  the  people,  that  I  told  him  that  all  the  Roman  Caihollc? 
Would  be  damned.  This  was  a  downright  falfehaod,  for  I  never 
eateruined  fuch  an  opinion  concerning  the  Papills,  much  lefa 
darf  I  ufe  fuch  invidious  expreftioiis.  My  friends  advifed  me  not 
Vot.  XX.  June,  1797.  to 
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to  venture  into  the  town  at  prefent ;  but  knowing  in vfelf  innocent 
oi  lijc  crime  laid  to  my  charge,"!  went  forward.  The  mdb  flared 
at  me,  and  fuffered  mc  to  pafs.  At  night  while  1  was  preaching, 
the  mob  furroundcd  the  houfe,  but  did  no  other  harm  than  throw- 
ing ftones  and  making  a  great  noife.  Soon  after,  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  town,  who  fwore  he  would  fend  roe  on  board  the 
tender,  was  involved  in  great  affliflion  by  the  lofs  of  his  only  fon, 
arrived  at  man's  eftate,  who  died  fuddenly  ;  fo  that  when  1  came 
again  at  the  month's  end,  all  were  perfeflly  quiet. 

I  went  to  Dfomore,  about  feven  miles  from  Lifburn ;  as  wc  had 
no  fociety  there,  1  ftood  up  in  the  flreet  and  began  to  call  finners 
to  repentance.  An  excife-officer  came  out  of  a  public-houfe, 
where  he  had  been  drinking,  and  fwore  he  would  kill  mc.  He 
(Irew  a  fwoid  out  of  his  cane,  and  made  a  thruft  at  me  ;  but  th<$ 
inn.  keeper,  perceiving  his  intention,  ftruck  his  arm  and  broke  the 
blow.  I  exhorted  the  congregation  to  peace,  and  fipiflied  my  dir* 
courfe.  A  few  weeks  after,  the  excifeman  being  in  liquor,  in* 
volved  himfelf  in  a  quarrel,  and  was  unhappily  killed.  From  that 
time  we  met  with  no  moleQation  in  Oromore ;  a  fociety  was 
formed  in  that  place,  fome  of  whom  were  converted  from  (in  and 
fatan,  and  followed  the  Lord  in  truth  and  fincerity.  During 
niy  ftay  in  this  circuit,  I  fuftained  fome  lofs  by  indulging  in  un« 
profitable  converfation  ;  but  being  fenfible  of  my  error,  was  en- 
abled through  grace,  to  recover  ,the  peace  and  favour  of  God. 
At  the  concJufion  of  the  year,  I  had  reafon  to  praife  the  Lord  for 
many  inftances  of  his  goodnefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  pray  ear- 
neftly  from  my  heart,  •'  Lord,  fave,  or  I  perilh.*' 

In  Auguft  1780,  I  was  appointed  t.o  labour  in  the  city  of  Cork. 
As  I  had  to  preach  almoft  every  night  and  morning  to  the  fame 

?eople,  I  faw  it  expedient  to  improve  myfelf  by  all  poffible  means. 
*he  firu  feven  months  I  went  on  comfortably  ;  the  more  I 
preached,  and  the  more  light  I  had  into  the  Scriptures.  Converf- 
ing  with  fome  truly  pious  perfons  in  Cork,  quickened  rny  foul  in 
its  purfuit^  after  holinefs ;  and  reading  Mr.  WeOey's  Chriftian 
Library,- incrcafed  my  ftock  of  knowledge.  But  unhappily,  be- 
ing oCf  my  watch,  I  was  involved  in  diftrefling  temptations,  which 
robbed  me  of  my  ftrength  and  fpiriiu^l  lile'in  a  great  meafure. 
The  people  foon  perceiv.ed  that  I  was  neither  fo  happy,  nor  lively, 
as  I  had  been  in  the  beginning  ;  and  I  left  Cork  in  Auguil  fol- 
lowing; with  a  burdened  and  diftrcffed  mind. 

Being  appointed  for  Belfaft  Circuit,  I  called  on  my  parents  at 
Limerick,  and  unbofomed  my  mind  to  ray  mother,  who  encou- 
raged and  strengthened  me. to  proceed  in  the  good  ways  of  the 
Lofd.  After  fpending  a  few  days  very  comfortably  with  my  old 
friends  and  relations,  I  fet  out  with  renewed  vigour  for  the  place 
of  my  appointment.  Here  I  had  no  one  to  labour  with  me,  till 
Chrifimasi  and  but  very  little  time  for  reading,  being  obliged  to 
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travel  every  day,  and  having  conftant  work  in  regulating  the  fo- 
Ciclics.  However  the  Lord  was  with  mc,  anH  I  fpent  the  year 
wiih  great  fatisfaftion.  I  faw  the  focietie$  increafe,  recovered  my 
firength  and  peace,  and  left  the  circuit  with  a  good  confcience. 
I  knew  by  happy  experience  that  the  Lord  heareih  and  anfwereth 
prayer  J  I  called  upon  him  in  the  day  of  trouble,  and  he  delivered 
me;  he  gracioufly  forgave  my  fins,  and  filled  my  heart  with 
praife  and  tbankfgiving. 

In  June,  1782,  Dr.  Coke  was  appointed  to  hold  a  Conference 
in  Ireland  ;  accordingly  we  all  met  in  Dublin,  and  I  was  admiited 
into  full  conneflion,  after  having  travelled  five  years.  Mr.  ^A^ef. 
ley  intending  that  I  (hould  labour  in  England,  when  the  Confer* 
ence  was  over,  I  embarked  for  Livei-pool,  and  arrived  there  after 
apleafant  pafTpge  of  48  hours.  From  thence  I  went  to  London, 
and  attended  the  Conference.  I  was  much  edified  by  the  conver- 
fetion  and  fpirit  of  the  preachers,  and  encouraged  to  perfevere-in 
the  way  of  truth  and  holinefs.  Being  appointed  for  Macclesfield 
circuit,  I  left  London  with  a  full  determination  to  employ  all  my  / 
time  and  talents  in  calling  finners  to  repentance.  When  we  got 
into  the  circuit,  we  met  with  many  difagreeable  circumftances 
which  greatly  diftreffed  me  ;  as  I  had  never  experienced  trials  of 
a  fimilar  kind,  they  almoft  turned  me  out  of  the  way  ;  but  the 
Lord  {hewed  me,  that  thefe  things  were  neceflary  for  the  exercife 
of  faith,  patience,  and  brotherly  love.  Our  labours  were  biefled 
to  many  fincere  fouls,  and  a  confiderable  number  were  added  to 
the  focieties.  Being  convinced  that  it  was  my  duty  to  enter  into 
the  marriage  ftate,  I  engaged  in  that  folemn  union  with  one  who 
feared  the  Lord,  in  the  month  of  June  following. 

In  Auguft  1783,  I  was  appointed  for  Nottingham.  This  wai  a 
year  of  great  exercife  to  my  mind.  The  knowledge  I  gained  of 
the  profeflbrs  of  religion  cod  me  dear.  But  through  divme  mercy 
I  was  generally  kept  in  peace.  It  pleafed  the  Lord  to  afflifl  both 
me  and  my  wife  with  a  fevere  fever.  This  led  me  to  examine  my 
confcience,  I  faw  the  affli£lion  was  fent  in  mercy,  to  cure  me  of 
my  worldly,raindednefs,  and  haftinefs  of  temper.  I  therefore 
cheerfully  fubmitled  to  the  Will  of  God,  who  was  pleafed  to 
rebuke  the  fever,  and  again  raifed  us  up.  We  now  determined 
through  his  grace,  to  live  more  abundantly  to  his  glory.  Altho' 
at  my  firll  entrance  into  this  circuit,  the  people  leceived  me  with 
great  coldnefs,  yet  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  blefs  my  labours  in  a 
remarkable  manner;  many  were  added  to  the  fociety  both  in  town 
and  country  ;  fo  that  I  believe  the  people  repented  of  their  con- 
duft  towards  me  ;  and  wijhed  me  to  flay  wiih  them  another  year: 
But  to  ihis  requeft  I  objefled,  becaufe  I  doubted  that  my  gifts 
were  not  equal  to  fuch  a  labour,  having  never  tarried  two  years  in 
any  circuit ;  and  likewife  I  was  afraid  on  account  of  the  manner 
ill  which  ihey  firft  received  me.  • 

N  n  2  '  I  went 
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I  went  to  heads  Conference  in  Auguft  1784,  and  had  the  £alt*. 
fa£lion  of  bearing  that  great  man,  Mr.  Fletcher,  This  1  ef^ 
leem  as  one  of  the  happieft  circumftances  of  my  life.  While  I 
heard  him  preach  on  ihe  Sunday  preceding  the  Conference,  00 
the  hiflory  of  the  prophet  who  prophefied  beiore  the  aliar  of  Beth-* 
el,  my  foul  was  filled  with  divine  peace  and  power*  in  a  greater 
meafur^  than  I  had  ever  ej^perienced,  I  was  appointed  for  Lei« 
ceiler  circuit,  where  I  met  with  many  diftreiflng  trials  and  afflic- 
tions ;  however  I  learned  feme  ufeful  leQbns  in  this  circuit,  and 
left  it  with  a  good  confcience. 

Next  year  I  was  appointed  for  St,  Auftje  in  Cornwall.  The 
,  journey  was  great,  but  as  I  mufi  either  fubmit  (a  this  inconvm- 
ence,  or  defili  from  travelling,  and  I  was  fully  perfuaded  the  Lordx 
had  palled  me  to  the  work,  I  rofolved  to  take  up  my  crofs,  and 
be  mori:  hi^mble  than  ever,  well  knowing  that  I  was  never  fo  hap- 
py, as  when  1  took  the  lowed  pUce  in  every  thing.  The  Lord 
fupporied  me  in  this  journey,  and  fan£iified  tne  various  difl^uUiea 
I  Hiet  with«  weaning  me  from  undue  itttaqhrnent  even  to  the  beft 
of  men,  and  filling  v^y  heart  with  peace  and  joy.  The  words  o( 
ihe  apoitle  were  <${  great  ufe  to  me  at  this  time,  *'  L.)4)k  not  every 
^*  man  at  his  own  things/'  [i.  e.  his  own  fufferings  and  crofles,} 
<*  but  every  nian  at  the  things  "  [the  crofles  and  fuficrings]  ot 
••  others."  When  we  arrived  at  St.  Auflle,  we  foimd  no  dweU 
ling-houfe  provided  for  us,  becaufe  no  preacher's  family  had  been 
fetiled  there  before.  However  a  gentleman  of  the  town  kindly 
received  my  wife  into  his  boufe,  till  the  fociety  furnifbed  a  lii4le 
cottage  for  our  reception.  The  people  were  atfeQioBate,  receive^ 
n-.e  gladly,  and  )  had  the  ples^lur^  of  feeing  w  increafi?  ip  tbq 
(ocieiies. 

My  next  remove  was  to  Plymouih-Dock.  Being  obligee!  to 
introduce  fome  branches  of  difcipline  into  the  Society,  I  mel 
vrith  much  opppfuion,  and  many  difEcuUies*  I  funk  under  the 
difficulties,  and  was  greatly  humbled.  The  Lord  gave  me  ta 
i(ee  more  of  the  inbred  corruption  of  my  heart,  than  JL  bad  ever 
difcovered,  I  had  no  relief  but  at  the  Throne  of  Grace;  and  the 
Lord  mercifully  Ilrengthcncd  me.  The  congregations  greatly  in- 
creafed  at  Ply  mouth*  Dock,  and  about  two  hundred  were  added  to 
the  fociety ;  and  likewife  the  work  profpered  in  ^v^ry  part  of  the 
circuit.^ 

Jn  May,  1787,  the  firft  tranfports  were  fent  to  Botany-Bay. 
Among  the  Marines  ordered  upon  this  expedition,  were  a  coqpVal 
and  two  private  men,  belonging  to  our  fociety.  The  Sunday  be- 
fore they  embarked,  I  intreated  thd  congicgation  to  give  me  forae 
3ibles,  and  Other  religions  books  to  fend  with  thefe>  brethren. 
Tt^fey  gladly  complied  with  my  requeft,  and  the  foldiers  received 
(h^  with  much  gratitude.  The  morning  on  which  they  em^ 
'  *     bajrked,  we  met  and  prayed  together  :   and  I  trt^ft  the  Lord  wilt 
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make  thefe  men  and  books  a  bkfling  ta  New-Holland.  My 
prejudices  againft  failors  were  lemoved  while  here  ;  I  bad  confix. , 
dered  them  as  a  moft  abandoned  race  of  men,  but  here  I  founds 
to  my  unfpeakable  fatisfaftion,  many  chriflian  failors  who  walke4 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  We  had  prayer-meetings  in  fame  of  ihf 
^ulks,  9Qdmany  attended  with  great  ferioufnefs. 

[  To  be  continued  in  our  next.  ] 


An  original  SERMON  of  Mr,  WESLEY's, 

The  folbwing  SERMON  was  found  ifia  mutilated  Manufcript 
among  Mr,  Wesley's  papers.  It  is  dated  June  24,  1741, 
A  Latin  CJopy  of  the  fame  Difcourfe  has  alfo  been  difcovered, 
Mr.  Paw fon.- with  great  care,  copied  the  former,  and  I  have 
fopplied  the  deficiencies  out  of  the  latter.  On  collating  both 
Sermons,  I  find  fcvcral  variations,  and  tho'  not  of  any  great 
importance,   yet  fuflScient,  in  rny  judgment,  to  vindicate  the 

.  propriety  of  tranflating  and  piaUiiningthe  Latin  one,  not  niepely 
as  a  matter  of  curiofiiy,  but  of  utility,  The  Sermon,  no  doubt^ 
vtas  written  with  the  defign  of  being  pr^ched  before  the  Uhi^ 
vcrfity  orf  Oxford  :   But  whether  it  eyer  were  preached  tbere^ 

Caimot  be  determined.  

A.  CLARKE, 

I  S  A  I  A  H    L   fti. 

<*  How  IS  jthe  faithful  City  become  an  Harlot  I  " 

1."  TXT  HEN  I  bring  the  fword  upon  a  land,  fakk  the 
Y  V  Lord,  if  the  watchman  blow  the  trumpet  and  warn 
the  people;  then  whofoever  heareth  the  found  of  the  trumpet^ 
and  taketh  not  warning  ;  if  the  fwbrd  come,  and.  take  him  away^ 
his  blood  (hall  be  upon  his  own  bead.  But  if  the  watchman  fee 
the  fword  come,  and  blow  not  the  trumpet,  arid  the  people  be  not 
Earned ;  if  the  fword  come,  and  take  any  perfgn  from  among 
them,  he  Is  taken  away  in  his  ini(juity,  but  his  blood  will  I  requite' 
at  the  watchman's  hand."  * 

2.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  word  of  the  Lord  income 
unto  every  Minifter  of  Chrift  alfo,  "  So  thou,  O  fon  of  man,  I. 
have  fet  thee  a  Watchman  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  :  Therefore 
thou  (halt  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  warn  them  from  me. 
When  I  fay  unto  the  wicked,  O  wicked  man,  thou  (halt  furcly 
die;  if  thou  doft  not  fptak  to  warn  the  wicked  fiom  his  way,  tha): 
wicked  man  ifaall  die  in  his  iniquity  ;  but  his  blood  will  I  require 
i^t  thine  hdfld," 
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'3.  Nor  ought  any  man  therefore  to  be  counted  our  enemy  be* 
caufe  he  telkth  us  the  truth  :  The  doing  oF  which  is  indeed  an 
inftancQ  of  love  to  our  neighbour,  as  well  as  of  obedience  to  God. 
Oiherwife  few  would  undertake  fo  thanklcfs  a  tafk  '  For  the  re- 
turn they  will  find,  they  know  already.,  The  Scripture  mull  be 
fulfilled.  **  Me  the  world  hafeih,^  faith  our  Lord,  •*  becjuife  I 
tellify  of  it  that  the  deeds  thereof  are  evil.** 

4,  It  is  from  a  full,  fettled  conviftion,  that  I  owe  this  labour  of 
love  to  my  Brethren,  and  tp  my  tender  Parent,*  by  whom  I  have 
been  nourifljcd  for  now  more  than  twenty  yeirs,  and  from  whom^ 
under  God,  I  have  received  thofe  advantages,  of  which,  I  truft, 
I  (hall  retain  a  grateful  fe'nfe,  tiil  my  fpiiii  returns  to  God  who 
g^ve  ii :  It  is,  I  fay,  from  a  full  conviction,  that  love  and  grati- 
tude, as  well  as  that -difpen  fa  lion  of  the  Gofpel  wherewith  I  an* 
intruded,  require  it  of  me,  that  even  1  have  undertaken  to  fpeak 
on  a  needful,  though  unwelcome  fubj,e£l.  I  would  indeed  have 
ivifhed  that  foine  more  acceptahJe  perfon  would  have  don^  this. 
But  (hould  all  hold  their  peace,  the  very  flones  would  cry  out^ 
•*  How  is  the  faithful  city  become  an  harlot !  " 

5.  How  faithful  (he  once  was  to  her  L,OFd,  to  whom  (he  had 
been  betrothed  as  a  chafte  virgin,  let  not  only  the  writings  of  ber 
fons,  which  fliall  be  had  in  honour  throughout  all  generations,  but 
alfo  the  blood  of  h^r  martyrs  fpeak ;  a  fironger  teftimony  of  bet 
faithfulnefs  than  could  be  given  by  words,  .even 

•<  By  all  the  fpeeches  of  the  babbling  earth.'* 
But  how  is  (he  now  become  an  harlot !    How  hath  fhe  departed 
from  her  Lord!     How  hath  (he  denied  him,  «ind  iifteaed  to.  ihq 
voice  of  flrangers,  both 

•  I.  In  refpeft  of  Doftrine,  and 
XL  Of  Praaice. 

1.  In  lefpeft  of  Doflrine^  1.  It  cannot  be  faid,  that  all  our 
Writers  are  fetters  forth  of  ftrange  Doftrines.  There  are  thofe 
who  expound  the  Oracles  of  God,  by  the  fame  Spirit  wherewith 
they  were  written  :  And  who  faithfully  cleave  to  the  folid  foun* 
dation  which  Qur  Church  haih  laid  agreeable  thereto;  touching 
which  we  have  his  word  who  cannot  lie,  "  That  the  gat«s,of  Hell 
fliall  not  prevail  againft  it."  There  are  thofe  alfo,  (blefled  be  the 
Author  of  every  good  gift,)  who  as  wife  mafter-builders,  build 
thereon,  not  hay  or  ilubble,  but  gold  and  precious  ftoncs ; — but 
that  charily  which  never  faileth. 

2.  We  have  likewife  caufe  to  give  thanks  to  the  Father  of 
Lights,  for  that  he  haih  not  left  himfelF  without  witnefs,  but  that 
there  are  thofe  who  now  preach  the  Gofpel  of  Peace,  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jefus  :  But  how  feW  are  there  in  comparifon  of  thofe. 
(ii  KetTmT^ivtnBi)  who  adulUrate  the  word  of  God  ?  How  little  wljple* 
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fome  food  have  we  For  our  fouls,  and  what  abundance  of  poifon  I 
liow  few  are  there  that,  either  in  writing  or  preaching,  declare 
the  genuine  Cofpel  of  Chrift,  in  the  fimpiicity  and  purity  where- 
with it  is  fet  foith  in  the  venerable  Records  of  our  own  Church  ? 
And  how  are  we  inclofed  on  every  fide  with  thofe  who  neither  . 
knowing  the  Doftrines  of  our  Church,  nor  the  Scriptures,  nor 
the  Power  of  God,  have  found  out  to  themfelves  inventions  where- 
with they  conftantly  corrupt  others  alfo  ! 

^  3,  I  fpeak  not  now  of  thofe  («rg«;TOTOKo»  tbw  raT*i»)  fir/l-iarn  of 
Saian,  the  Dei(ls»  Arians,  or  Socinians.  Thefe  are  too  infamouB 
among  us,  to  do  any  great  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  their  Mafier« 
But  what  (hall  we  fay  of  thofe  who  are  accounted  the  Pillars  of 
our  Church,  and  Champions  of  our  Faith,  who  indeed  betray  that 
Church,  and  fap  the  very  foundations  of  the  Faith  we  are  taught 
thereby? 

4^  But  how  invidious  a  thing  it  is  to  fliew  this  ?  Who  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  bear  the  weight  of  prejudice  which  muft  necefTarily  fol- 
low the  very  mention  of  fuch  a  charge  againft  men  of  fo  eftab- 
lifted  a  charafler  ?  Nay,  and  who  have  indeed,  in  many  other  • 
refpcfts,  done  great  fervice  to  the  Church  of  God  ?  Yet  nauft 
every  faithful  minifter  fay,  "  God  forbid,  that  I  fliould  accept  any 
man's  perfon.  I  dare  not  give  any  man  flattering  titles,  nor 
fpare  any  that  corrupts  the  Gofpei.  In  fo  doing  my  Maker  would 
foon  take  me  away.*' 

5.  Let  me,  however,  be  as  fhort  as  may  be  upon  this  head ;  and 
I  will  inftance  only  in  two  or  three  men  of  renown,  who  have 
endeavoured  to  fap  the  very  foundation  of  our  Church,  by  attack- 
ing its  fundamental,  and  indeed,  the  fundamental  Doflrine  of  all 
the  Reformed  Churches,  viz.  Juftification  by  faith  alone. 

One  of  thefe,  and  one  of  the  higheft  ftation  in  our  Churchy 
hath  wrote,  and  printed  before  his  death,  feveral  Sermons,  ex« 
prefsly  to  prove,  that  not  Faith  alone,  but  Good  Works  alfo,  are 
neceffary  in  order  to  Juftification.  THe  unpleafing  tafk  of  quot* 
ing  particular  paflages  out  of  tbem  is  fuperfeded  by  the  very  title, 
of  them,  which  is  this,  "  The  neceffity  of  Regeneration,  (which 
he  at  large  proves  to  imply  holinefs  both  of  heart  and  lifej  in  order 
to  Juftification."* 

6.  It  may  appear  ftrange  to  fome,  that  an  angel  of  the  Church' 
of  God  (as  the  great  Shepherd  terms  the  overfeers  of  it)  and  one 
fo  highly  efleemed  both  in  our  own  and  many  other  nations,  fliould 
cooly  and  calmly  thus  fpeak.  But  O  !  what  is  he  in  comparifon 
of  the  great  Bifhop  Bull!  Who  fliall  be  able  to  ftand,  if  this' 
eminent  fcholar,  chriftian,  and  prelate,  in  his  youth  wrote  and 
pubii(hed  to  the  world,  and  in  his  riper  years  defended  the  pofitions- 
thai  follow. 

♦  TIllotfon'«  Sermons,  Vol.  I.  &c. 
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7.  "  A  man  is  faid  (•{V*'*'  ^'««»owfi«i)  to-be  jufliJUd  by  works  \ 
becaufe'good  works  are  the  condition  according  to  the  divine  ap* 
pointroent,  eftablifbed  in  the  Gofpel  Covenant,  requiGce  and  nc- 
ceflary  to  a  man's  juftification  ;  th^t  is,  to  his  obtaining  remifliun 
«ff  fins  through  Chrifi.'*    BuUi  Harm.  Apod.  p.  4. 

A  little  after,  being  about  to  produce  teftiii^onies  in  proof  of 
t1iis  propofltion,  he  fays,  "Thefiiftdafs  of  thefe  (hall  b«  thofe 
who  (jpeak  of  good  works  in  a  general  fenfe,  as  the  requifite  and 
Tjece'flary  conation  of  J uftifi cation."  Then  follow  certain  texts 
-of  Scripture,  after  which  he  adds,  ••  Who  does  not  believe  that 
in  thefe  Scriptures  there  is  an  abundance  of  good  works  required, 
which  if  a  man  do  not  perform,  he  is  altogether  excluded  from 
4be  hope  of  pardon,  and  remiflion  of  fins."     Ibid.  p.  6, 

Having  introduced  fome  other  things,  he  adds,  "  BefiJes  Faith^ 
thefe  is  no  one  but  may  fee,  that  Rtpenlancc  is  required  as  neccf- 
fary  to  JuftificHtiofu  Now,  Repentance  is  hot  one  work  alone, 
hxki  is,  as  it  were,  a  colledion  of  many  01  hers  :  for  in  its  cotnpafs 
llie  ioHowing  woi  ks  are  comprehended.  1 .  Sorrow  on  account 
•  of  (tn.  £•  Uumiiiaticm  under  the  hand  of  God.  3.  Hatred  to 
fin.  4*  Confeflion  of  ^n.  5*  Ardent  fupplicacion  of  the  Divine 
Mercy.  6.  The  love  of  God*  7.  Ceafing  from  fin.  8.  firm 
purpofe  of  -new  obedience.  9.  Reftitution  of  ilU^otten  geods. 
■o.  Forgiving  our  neighbour  his  tranfgreffions  againft  us.  if. 
Works  of  beneficence  or  alms-giving.  "  How  much  thefe  things 
avail  to  procure  remillion  of  fins  from  God  is  fufficiently  Civident 
from  Dan.  iv.  24,  where  the  prophet  gives  this  wholefome  advice 
to  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  was  at  that  time  cleaving  to  his  fmi ; 
Redeem  •  yourjins  by  alvtf-giving^  and  your  iniquiius  by  Jhcwing 
fncrcy  to  the  poor.**    lb.  p.  10. 

8.  To  inftance  in  one  point  more.  All  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church  is  full  of  petitions  for  that  holinefs  without  which,  the 
Scripture  every  where  declares,  no  man  (hall  fee  the  Lord.  And 
ftefe  are  all  fummed  up  in  thofc  comprehenfive  words  which  we 
are  fuppofed  to  be  fo  frequently  repeating  :  "  Cleanfethe  thougbu 
df  our  hearts  by  the  infpiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  that  we  may 
perfeftly  love  thee,  and  worthily  magnify  thy  holy  Name."  It  is 
evident,  that  in  the  lail  claufe  of  this  petition,  all  outward  hoii* 
sefs  is  contained  :  Neither  can  it  be  carried  to  a  greater  height, 
Of  exprefled  in  flronger  terms.  And  thofe  words,  **  Cleanl'e  the 
thoughts  of  our  hearts,"  contain  the  negative  branch  of  inward 
holinefs :  the  height  and  depth  of  which  is  Purity  of  Heart,  by 
the  inipiniion  ot  Gjod's  Holy  Spirit :  The  remaining  words, 
••  That  we  may  perfe&iy  love  thee,"  contain  the  pofitive  part  of 
Holinefs :  Seeing  this  JLove,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law, 
implies,  the  whole  mind  that  was  in  Chrift. 

♦  The  Bifliop  tranftatcs  pns  pcruk,  with  the  Vplgatc  redeem  or  buy 
^,  but  the  proper  and  literal  meaning  is  break  off.        A.  C. 

9.  But 
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9.  But  bow  does  the  general  ftream  of  Writers  and  Preachers 
(let  me  be  excufed  t^e  invidious  ta(k  of  inftancing  in  particular 
perfous}  »pee  with  this  dofbrinfe  ?  Indeed,  not-.at  all.  Verj^-few 
can  we  find  who  limply  and  earneftly  enforce  it.  But  very  ttiany 
who  write  and  preach 'as  if  Cbriftian  Holinefs^  Or  Religion,  were 
a  purely  negative  thing ;  as  if,  not  to  curfe  or  fwear,  not  to  lie  or 
flander,  not  to  be  a  drunkard^  a  thief,  or  a  whoreiAonger,  not  to 
fpeak  pr  do  evil,  was  religion  enough  to  entitle  a  man  to  beavjpn^ 
How*  many',  if  they  go  lom^thing. farther  than  this,  defcribe  It 
only  as  an  outward  thing?  As  if  it  copfifted  chiefly,  it  not 
wholly,  in  doing  good,  (as  it  is  called,)  Sitid'  ufing  the  nSeans  of 
grace?  Or  fliould  they  go  a  little  further  ftill,  yet  what  dp  they 
add  to  this  poor  account  of  Religion  ?  Whyj  perhaps,  that  a 
roan  fliould  be  orthodox  in  his  opinions,  and  have  a  zeal  for  the 
conftimtion  in  Church  and  State.  And  tbis^  h  all  I  This  is  all 
the  religion  they  can  allow  without  degenerating  into  enthufiafm  ! 
So  trae  it  is,  That  the  Faith  of  a  Devil,  and  the-  Life  of  a  Heal 
then>  make  up  what  nioft  men  call  a  good  Chriflian  ! 

10.  But  why  fhould  we  feek  further  witneUes  of  tbis.^  .  A^xe 
there  not  many  prefent  here  who  are  of  the  fame  oplruon  i^  Wfap 
believe  that  a  good  moral  m«n  and  a  good  chrrflian  mean  the  £ajrpe 
thing  ?  That  a  man  need  not  trouble  hiinfelf  any  further^  if  be 
only  praftifes  as  much  chriftianity  as  was  writ  over  tie  heathen 
Emperor's  gate,  "  Do  as  thou.wouldft  be  done  unto/*  Efpecially, 
if  he  be  not  an  infidel  or  an  heretic,  but  believes  all  that  the  Bible 
and  the  Church  fays  is  tfue. 

11.  I  would  not  be  underflood,  as  if  I  defpifcd  thefe  things*  as 
if  1  undervalued  right  opinions,  true  morality,  of  a  zealous  regard 
for  the  conftitution  we  have  received  from  our  fathers.  Yet  what 
are  thefe  things  being  alone?  What  will  they  iprofit  us  in  that 
day  ?  What  will  it  avail  to  lell  the  Judge  of  All,  "  Lord,.!  was 
not  as  other  men  were  ;  not.  unjuil,  not  an  adulterer,  not  a  liar, 
not  an  immoral  man."  Yea,  what  will  it  avail,  if  we  have  done 
all  good,  as  well  as  done  no  harm  ?  If  we  have  given  all  our 
goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  have  not  Charity?  How  (hall  we 
thfin  look. on  thofe  who  ta.ogbt  us  to  fleep  on  and  take, our  r<?ft, 
though  the  Love. of  the  Father  was, not  in  us  ?  Or  who  teaching 
us  to  feek  falvAtion  by  work<6,  ciit  us  off  from  receiving  thai  Faith 
freely,  whereby  alone  the  Love  of  God  could  have  beeii  flied 
abroad  in-  our  hearts  ?      -^ 

[^  To  6c  cgnclfi4ed  in  the  nextk  ]  .  .       ' 
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A  S:£KiOUs  ADDRESS 

To  tic  PREACHERS  bf  tbfe  ^GOSPEL  of  GHRIST. 

c[  Ganiinued  JfOm^ge  2^^  ] 

O^  PUBLIC  Mll^iSrRATIONS. 

W£  proceed  now  to  tkfe  third  ^feneral  hciS,  and  tliit  \t^ 
tiitf  ^W  ii>  your  .public  labours  ^d  Minyifdiions  in  He 
Church  ;  wklcb  may  be  done  by  attending  to  the  folIowin|r  par- 
ticulars. 

.   I.  Apply  yoBrfolf  \t  yo^ir  work  with  ptous  delight  ;    aot  as  § 
ioil  and  uGi,  wbijch.yjtMi  wi(b  were  ended^^Hit  al  aatier  of  inward 

fleafure  K>  your  oWn  foul ;  £nter  the  pulpit  with  the  folemnity  oC 
,  oly  JQyi  tiiat  ybu  have  «a  oj^portiinily  to  Tpeak  for  4he  hodoar  of 
Qad^  ^t^i  th^  falv^afien  pf  nren«  Tb^n  you  will  not  preach  or 
pray  with  floth  <>t  iiidi8ei«nce«  We  do  not  -ufe  to  be  itidiflFerem 
In  the  Durfuit  of  our  joys,  or  the  relifli  of  our  pleafures.  St\r  up 
^blirfelf  to  the  vrotk  with  fedted  vrgotir,  that  the  affrttttty  toay 
fcel  \vhat  yda  fj)eak.  But  If  yo^i  dfelit^w  tht  itooft  fdlchih  Sittd 
livc^  VrtitTis  WW)^  ta^h  ihi\  is  hiilf  ittttp,  h  will  be  hoi^Ondcr  if 
ytiut  b\?;aters  Ihxinbbr.     A  dull  Prelacber  tafakes  a  dtOwfy  con* 

ll.  Endeavour  to  get  yeur  heart  into  a  temper  of  divine  Lbvei 
zealous  for  the  laws  of  tjod,  atfefted  with  the  grace  of  Chrift, 
and  compaffionate  for  the  fouls  of  men.  With  this  temper  engage 
in  public  work.  L^  yobr  frame  of  fpirit  be  Aaty  with  rdjgand  to 
^ourovirnirTWardllevottoiny  iiieario  God,  and  delighting  jn  liiln  : 
and  I^t  It  be  2:e^du%  f0t  the  nan^e  of  Gbrlft,  anvd  tfae  inoroafb  of 
his  kingctom.  O  pity  perHhing  fiAners  "when  jtou  are  fent  to  in- 
vite fhetn  to  he  rfe<x)iiciled  vd  God.  Let  tiot  filjh^  thefiibieEl  or 
.the  end  of  .your  preachings  but  Chrift  and  tiie  faivation  tl- fouls. 
"  We  pteach  not  «urfelvfcs,  (faith  the  apollte)  fcut  Cbrift  Jefus, 
afnd  oarfel^Vy^or  fetvants  for  jefas*  fak^;"  fl  Cor.  m  5.  Speak 
%%  a  dying  «ian  t'o  ^yttig 4nt;n;  with  the  utmoft  compaffion  to  the 
ignorant,  tX^  tempted^  t^ls  f66iifli^  andtbet>b(liiia[te;  for  all  theft 
are  in'^ngier  of-etetrurl  'de^b.  Attend  to  y^iir  work  with  the  ut'. 
«At>A  defite  to  fav^fouls  ftt3m  heH,  and  enlarge  the  kiogtlom  ol 
Chtifl  your  jUard. 

Co  into  the  public  affembly  whh  a  defign  to  ihrike'dfld  "^erfnade 
Xome  fouls  there  into  repentance,  faith,  holinefs,  and  falvation. 
Go  tb  open  blind  tyes,  to  tnrftop  deaf  ears,  to  make  the  lame 
walk,  to  Jiiake  the  fooliih  wife,  to  raife  thofe  that  »redead  in  tref- 
pafles  aind  fins  ^o  a  heavenly  and  divine  life,  and  to  hdng  guilty 
irbcis  to  return  to  the  love  and^obedience  of  their  Maker,  by  Je- 
fus  Chrifi,  the  great  Reconciler,  that  they  may  be  pardoned  and 
fared*     Go  to  difiufe  the  favour  of  Cbriit  aod  his  Gofpel,  thro' 

ft^wholo 


9  whole  ^9v^]y,  ^n^,  to  ^Uu^  foul;^  to  p3i:t4ke  of  bis.  grai;e^^p^ 

§•<>«?•  •. :..        ,.  ^        .  '.;  \ 

c  lU.  Go  forth  in  the  ftfeiigtfa  oE  Chrift^  for  %M^  .^tm^ifiSr 
fafia  aie  aboire  yoar  ovt»  ibca^tA^  suicittf^iikend  4kU.  thQ  powc^^,^ 
tkerhririiieft  pnaihcfsv  '  Vlile  flrong  in  thei  gca^o  ^Vtk^;  i^.i9 
Chrtft  JofiK^^'  ri.Tiin.  ii.  £*•  t^  Without  htiii  Mxi  can  da  Mtbii^V 
John  XT.  g.  .    .  f .   .     .        :    ^    ' 

Go  with  a  flefign  tp  wort  w6ncters  of  falv^tfon  on  finCuit'  crca* 
toej^.bdt'in  the  #rcngth  of  Jtrfus,,  ••  who  bath  all  poWer  grivci 
hmx  in  heaven  aft^  e^rth,**  and  hath  promifeA  to  be  with  bw  ini*. 
nifters  tolhe  end  of  \he  woHd,  Matt,  xxi^i.  fib.  Pray  eanwftly 
for  the  proinifed  aids  of:  the  Spirit,  ani  pkail  with  Gpd  who,  hath 
km  yoafortii  in  the  'fervice  of  the  Golpel  of  bk  $9P,,  that  yf{? 
laajr  no^  ret^psn  empty,  bat  Jmnng  in.  fikfaic  h»YVeil  of  C4>n,Y^rtf  1^9 
heaven!.  Itis  .the  Lord  at  ihe.,h»rveft  who  cuily  ca^,ijiv9  ibis  di*> 
vijM  fotcefa  io  ths  iab9iHr«rs4  '^  He  that  pUhtf  i^  OKHhing,  and.  he 
tbatwflt0i»  is  HOfhing^  [aiV our  hope  is  iiii.j  God.Whp  givet^  ih^e 
iflcna£b,''^      .     -  j!    ••    :       -*  ,  ^ 

IV.'Oet  thcniattcr  of  the  Sermon  which  you  d^lign  to  deliver 
from  the  pulpit,  fo  wrought  into  your  head  and  heart  by  medUa* 
tibn,!tfaairyeu  maf  baveit  at  conDSijaiiil,4iiid^(j[^09j^.tp>yom'  hea/ers 
liithffDMtflQm  i  not  as* if,  you  -were  readfaa^l  yjjwr  k^flbu  to  thep3U 
hut  is^.arnta[n  fmt  ta  teactvand  peifiimle  ihe^  io>  faifU?.nd  hqliner^. 
DeicYe>  yout  difoiwUFfes  lothe^ople  UKe  a  jn^^  t|ia^  U  tafivi,pg  t6 
them  in  gQod>  earaeft'  abom  ihdr^ihoft.  imporpin^  cpne^rns,.  ap^ 
their  evetlafiiii^.  wclfaae'i  lik^  a  meffeogfir Teot  fr<^(r>  ^^a^>«n .  VhiP 
woQld^faln  fsve;  finneM  faroin  kpllr  and  aibfe  fduls:  tp  God^aiC^ 
-happincft.  Nehe»>  ittdolge  that  Jaay:.\^y:Qf  eei^^^ng  pver  a  pi:<^:- 
pac0idi£cburie^:as  a  iefaooKhoy.  dpes:  an  jQuniion:  9^11)}  \Aw  ^ 
Cicero,  who  has  no  concern  in  the  things  he  fpeaks.  But  le^  aU 
th^  wa^mell  z^al  for  Qod,  ?n45;pi^p^{5oi^/Qr  perijlfing  nien,  ani*- 
voate  yc^ur  yqiQQ  ai\^  ppfii^t^t^j^f  v:^9^  ^1^^  li^e  pppple  fe^  and  rcej, 
as  v(cll  ^s  h^T^  M^?t,yf>a  ar^  ipfftjting  to  t|i^m  ^boiit  tbtn^js'  of  In- 
fcnHe.piQWiU,  ^4  'm\ip^\iy9^r  p>yp  .^fc; n^ljmereft  liesi  asr  weH 

V.  if  yoo  ptjayani  bop©  f^  iho  |ffifla«c4  of  the.  Spirit  of  Qod 
ill  every  pari  of  yoar  woark,  do  ii^  6oii£iie.yQiiri6li  tOLWord^^nd 
fefvteaoes  whiebyoainay  bai9€  p>f  evioudy  xnodiiatc  d  or  vrritten  dc|wn. 
far  be>  it  from  ut'tG^enoOuFBgc  a  preaeher  generally  to  venture  intp 
4ve  f^ulptt  withoiK  du^  pfcpari^tion;  Wol  muA  oot  ferve.  Qii^d  with 
what  jeoAa  u»  i^ott|ij|g;  Ai)  oiir  wifeft  thaughis  and  i^jires  are  dup 
10  the  (apred  fdf vieb  of  the  tonple.:  But  what  w^  mean  is,  tKa) 
we  (hould  not  impofe  upon  ourfelves  pre-compofed  wor^s  and  {}?^» 
tences,  fo  .a^  iwt  tp»leaye  purfelve?  a^t  liberty  to  fp(fak  the  warm 
fentiments  that  come  freOi  upon  the  mind.  Why  may  you  not 
€xpe£l  ienniediately  ftom  GodYodie  li?ety  turns  of  tboi^bU  f^me 
Itew  picRiji  feniiiqeAU  which  may  ftrike  Hght.^nd  life  into  the  uiw 
-   ,  .   .   O  p  2  ..  .  dexftaadings 


i^i        A  ferious  Addrcfs  to  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpcl. 

ilerftindings  and  hearts  of  thofe  that  hear  jfou  ?  In  the  zeal  of 
your  miniftrations,  why  may  you  not  look  for  fome  bright,  wann« 
arid  pathetic  forms  of  argument  or  perfuafioh  to  .offer  themfelves 
t6  your  lips,  for  the  more  powerful  convi£Hon  of  linners,  -and  the 
encouragement  and  comfort  of  humble  Ohrtfiians  ?  .  I^ave  you 
not  oftenf  found  fuch  an  enlargement  o£  thought,'  fuch  a  variety  of 
fcntiraent  and  freedom  of  fpeech,  in  common  converfation.  u|[Jon 
«n  ndpdrtlT^  fuhjcQ-,  beyond  what  yga.were  apprifed  .pf  bpfore- 
>  hvni?  And; why  Siould.  you  forbid  yourfelf  this  advantage  in  the 
pulpit,  anAinitbe  fervour.of.facred.mmiftratiom,  where  alfo  you 
tevftmorc  reafon  -to  e^pefl  divine  affiftance  ? 
•'  Befite;  foi-  ll^  who itJ  gcnewl  confine  ourfelves  ito  no  fet  forms 
5n  pAydr./U  wdiild-  feem  more  unreafohable  to  confine  our  lips  to 
w.hat'w6^have  p^meditatedinthe  work  of  preaching.  As  tfaere 
h^s'been  mliiy  1  fexvem  and  dev<clut. petition  offered  toGod  in  our 
i^dt-efTtrs  to  hirt^  which,  has:  not',  been^ougbt  of  before^  fo  many 
a-fenten^e  and"fe*mon.that^was  never  written  or  premeditated,  has 
been  delivered  in  our  addreflfes  to  the  people  with  gloriouV  .fuccefs  ; 
it  Has'comc  ur^^m  from , the  heart,  and.bas  b^cp  blcfled  of  Go4  to 
fave  rouJK.j-.t.,         :  .;  ,.-  -i.  •    "!'-  i''.  .    '-  '     .•      '  ' 

'  VI.'  Bte  tety  folvciioosiboutthc^fucecCs  of  your  labouci  ip  the 
pulpit/'  Wker  the' feed,  fown  not  lonrlyi  with. public«:lintlfecret 
prayer,  'Pfead  with  God  iinportvKniatdy;  that  he  would  not  fuffar 
you  to  lahotix'  in  vain;  ^«  -Efi  not  lirke  that  foolifli  bird  the  Oftmoh, 
wtfich  lays  her  eggs  in  the  duft,  and  lepivcs  them  there,  r^rdlefs 
whether  they  cortie  to  life  or 'not ;  *•  Go^hath  not  given,  her  un* 
derffandin^,"  Job  xocxix*  14-^*17;  .But  let  not  this  folly  bfe  your 
chara61er  of  praftice>:  Labouil,  land  watch^  and  pray,  that  youi* 
fermons  and  exhortations  may' become  1  words  oC  divine  Lite  to 

fouls'.  *       .  .       :.:    .  ,.    • 

It  is  an  bbfervatloq  'of  pious  Mr.  Baxter's,  that  he  has'  never 
Inowh/any  cbtifiderable  fuccefs.frora  the  brighteft  and  nobleft  *ta'* 


haye  not 

tions.  Let  the  awful  «adl  ioljportaat  thought  of  fouls  bein^  fdved 
iy  my  preachings  or  Miio  ptrifli  and,  be  condemned  to  heuty  my 
'negiigence:,'\ti  thisawtul  and^emendous  thoidght  dwell  ever,  upon 
your  fpirit.  We  are  mzAt  Watchmen  to- ike  houfe  of  Ifratli  as 
iiekiel  was,  Ezek.  iii.  17,  &c.  arid  if  we  gWe  no  watning  of  ap- 
proaching danger,  the  fouls  of  multitudes  m^y  peri/k  through  our 
negleft,  but  the  blood  of  their  (buU  will  be  terribly  required  ai 
'our  hands f  ,       *  .• 

Of  the  CoNVERsAtiOK  of  a  Minister.'  * 

We  are  come  now  to  the  Foilrth  and  laft  thing  propoFed,  in 
order  to  the  fulfilling  cf  your  miniftry^  vi?;.  "  Take  need  to  your 
V  \vhole  Converfation  in  the  world;  let  that  be  managed  not  only 

••as 
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"  as  becomes  a  profeflpr  of  Chrlftianity,  but  as  hccorocs  4  Minifter 
"  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift/*  Now,  amongft  other  rplcs  which  may 
render  your  converfation  agreeable  to  your  chara£ler,  we  iptreat 
you  to  attend  to  thefe  few.  •  •*    • 

I.  Lei  it  be  hlamelefs  and  %noffenfive\  Be  vigilant,  be  temperate 
in  all  things,  not  only  as  a  ioldier  of  Chri(|,  but  as  a  leader  of 
paft  of  hii^  army.  jBe  temperate,  and  abftain  fometimes  even  froih 
lawful  delights,.,  that  you  may  mike  the  work  of  felf-den?al  eafy, 
and  that  you  niay  "Wear' hard  fliip  as  becomes  a  foldier,"  is  T?mr 
li.  a.  Be  watchful  Of  vigilant,  left  you  be  too  "  niuch  entangled 
with  the  affairs  of  this  life,  that  you  ;piay  better  pleafe  him' whci 
has  chofen  vou  **  for  an  officer  in  his  army,  and  that  you  may  not 
be  furprifea  into  the  fhares  of  fin.  Guard  a^ainft  a  love  6f  pteati 
liire,  a  fenfual  tempet*.,  an  indulgence  of  appetite,  a  relifli  of  wine* 
or  dainties;  this  carndlizes  th^  foul,  and  gives  occafion  to  the  world 
to  reproach  us  but  too  juftly. 

Watch  carefully,  in  all  your  jcondu£l,  that  you  "  give  nq  offence,*^ 
as  far  as  poflible,  "  neuher  to  Jew  nor  Gentile,  nor  to  (he  Churcn 
of  God,  that  fo  the  miniflry  may  not  be  blamed,"  1  Cor.  x.  32.  ^ 
Cor,  vll  3.  Maintain  i  holy  jealoufy  over  yourfelf  and  your  con- 
duft  (hatthenamfe  of  Ch'rift  bnfl  his  Q^fpel  fufier  not  the  reproach 
of  tongiiei  and  irdpious  bliifphemies  fffro'  vbur  means.  Oh  how 
dreadful  is  the  mifch^PthataTcaindalous  minifter  does  tothe  Gof- 
pel of  our  bleffed  Lord !'  What  a  fearful  train  of  confequehces 
may  attend  his  indulgence  M  any  finful  appetite,  or  any  fingle 
criminal  a£lion«  even  "though  it  be  not  repeated  !  What  a  fatal 
ftumbling-bl^ck  does  he  lay  before  the  feet  of  faints  and  (kiners  ! 
He  turns  away  the  heart  of*  finners  from  God  and  religion,  who 
perhaps,  began  to  tbffik  of  fetting  their  faces  toward  hoaven  :  He 
difcourages  th^  hearts  of  young  Chriftians,  and  weakens  the  bands 
of  all  the  friends  of  Chrifl.  '•  Woe  be  to  the^  prea<;her  by  whom 
fuch  offences  come." 

II.  Let  your  converfation  be  exemplary  in  all  the  duties  of  ho. 
linefs;  in  all  the  inftancesbf.  w'orfliip  and  piety  towards  Goel,  and 
in  ihofe  of  juftice,  honour 'dnd  benevolerfce  towards  men.  Be 
forward  ^K^d  ready  td  eii^ag^  in  every  go6d  w6rd  and  work,  that 
you  may  be  a  pattern  a^d"a  leadeir  or  the-  flock,  that  you  may  b6 
able  to  addrefs   the  people  cominitied  to'yobif-icare,  in  the  Ian ^ 

fuage  pf  the  bleffed  apoftle,  '*  Be  ye  followers'  of  fiie,  even  ai 
alfq  am  of  Chrift :  BrethreA,  be  folloW<rs  together  of  We,  and 
mark  them  which  walk  fo;  as  yeliave  us  for  an  enfample  j  for  our 
conyeirf^tion  is  in  heaven.  Thofe  things  which  ye  have  both 
learned  and  received,  and  heard  and  feen  in  me,  do  you  prafilfe, 
and  the  God  of  Peaceffaall  be  with  you,"  1  Cor.  xi,  J,  Phih 
i".  17,20.  iv.  9.  '  :  - 

.    '\To  ht  continued  in  the  next.  ]     . 
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REMARKS  on  i  CoRiwtHiANs  Jciir.  1,3.  * 

•*  jiow  abideih  thefe  three,  Faith,  Hope,  and  Love^  hut  Ae 
greal^ft  of  thefe  16  Love.**  , 

IT  vs  dUEcult  to  aicerta&a  what  the  Apoftte  peans  in  thh  paCage 
byr  Faith.  1  am  rather  inx:li;ic;d  tq  thinji'lhe  means  here,  thd 
faith  of  miraclei,  called  ixx the  fe^ond  vcrrc,./aith  that  cotj.d  re- 
move vAuntains,.  compared  with  Mattl  xvii,.20»  This  E»ith  ijiay 
be^. where  Cbaritv  ojc  Love  is  not,  M^tt*  vii.  jsa.  If  the^^oftle 
meaos.bere  jufiifjfing  ffdth^  which,  js  :alwa)[5  produftrye  o^  and 
3iro»ks>by  love,  then,  his  tuppofit'ion  of  having  faith  wuhout  cl^a* 
fiiy.  would  be  dettUutc.of  fQundatiod,  Biit  what  is  the  Faufi  of 
tbf;  C^fpel  ?  It  is.  helieviqfir  Oot>  upon  his  bare  word,  agaiofl 
fenfe^  in  i\\\t\g^  invifille  ;  and  againft  r<s^n,  in  Hiin^  incredible^ 
,  JLt  is  yving  credit  to  Revelation  mcrcfy  qpoo  Che  InTallibilitv  of 
the  R£VEALEK<*  A  'pmtrJiJ  ^trjukjibn  that  the  Suength  of  If- 
irael  can  neither  vary  nor  Ke.  "  , 

.    Jpftitying  Faith  \%  hard  to  define ;  /however  you  have  here  my 
Ojpinion.    By  juftiiytng  f^h,  I  ap({reji<qnd|  is  meant  mote  than  a 


bare  i^tnt  of  the  under  AfriSing  to  the  truths  of  revealed  Religioo ; 
it  implies  a  cqnfeni  o£  the  WiU^  that  Ctirifi  (ball  be  miQe,^  as  teji- 
deredi  in  the  Goipel  ;  and  emitneed  by  the  dJfeSiaas^  as  the  onlyr 
all-fufficient  Saviour.  » 

The  Under ftandiog  (by  the  light  of  gilce}'P^ceWea  Chrifl:  a^ 
every  way  fuitable  to  remove  oor  miferv,  and  make  the  foul  truly 
bappy.  The  Judgment,  ts  fonned  by  4iis  perception,  as  it  highly 
citeems  and. approves  the  difcovered  objeA.  .  Tbe  Will,  iaflil- 
enped  by  the  jtidgmeot,  determines  (the  choice ;  it  ablblutely  n*« 
jc&s  every  CQadjuior  in  the  work  of  falyation,  and  refi$  on  ChnSt 
alone.  The  Afieflions  embrace  the  chofen  objedr  And  Coo^ 
jcienoe  bears  a  joyfurteflimony  to  tbe  whole.  In  (hort,  4he  un- 
derfiandrnff  perceives ; — the  judgment^^pproves  : — ^the  will  chufes; 
v**the  coaicience  bears  witnefs*.  TKis  faith  appears  to  me,  tp  be 
^  direS  aft  of  the  whole  foul,,  and  nof  of  any  jndi^daalpbwer  of 
|t.  That  the  jff4tver  to  aQ  cometh  from  God  : — ^Thatlfce  ^f(^  of 
that  power  is  m  the  province  of  man :  Confeauently^  mat)  isdy 
believe.^' be  will,  thp'  not  when\^  will.  •«  A  furie  truft  and  con* 
^dei^ce  4|i  the  mercy  of  Cod,  that  for  the  merits  of  Chrift  my  fins 
lire  forgiven,  and  }  4m*  ipe^oajpiled  to  the  favour  of  God,  is  the  re.-* 
flex  a£l  of  faith. 

Mop£  :  An  earoeft  e]ipe{liafcio&  of  future  good :  It  is  the  pro^ 
per  antidote  againfLdefpair.  Hope  lightens,  and  feari^^he.bailaft 
of  hope,  Hope  is  always  attended  by  Jiejiu  and  P^ftknce ; 
Pc'fire  longs  for  tbe  obje&  expefled  ;  Patience  quietly  waits  their 
irrjval.    ^op^  is  ^he  ogspring  of  Chrifti4n  eyperience^  and  wiU 
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liot  ftdme  itspoifeflbr.  H<|pe  makes  abfent  joys  ^efcrit,  it  i^ 
gaites  trfamjtjr,  ?rs  «)ffl|)atry  dt)cs  thne.  It  is  thie  Wrfmiit  trf  th^ 
fonlin  the  day  of  'battle,  God  zuill  dtKver.  h  iis  ite  Axrcbor'x^ 
Affetbol  cstft  fi^wara,  in  the  height  of  Heaveo^  in  the  bocmdl^b 
ocean  of  Gad''s. redeeming  Love  :  This  taftcneS  to  the  Cable  tii 
Faith*  enables  tW  Toal  to  outricb  all  the  fiorras  of  life, 

C«ARi?rv«  or  Love.  'If  We  under ftand  k^  thi«,  our  ieve  to 
Ckiift.,  <wJftO(i6ttfaeiobje$>f  iatiiDg  Faaih,  «nd  <the  £oaiidMioa  ;atti 
anchetrnge  of  the  ChriAhat'$  Hope,  then  the  axiure  oft*  t^rs  Lcnit 

thie  tii^pting  t>f  tfi^  Lovez-^ege^nen  in  as42^  ii  view  «f  Mt  hnns*- 
linefc  md  fiiit&bfayelb,  ^d ^by  "s^yi  tiifion  fefiMedivith  tkeW/(7|«iA^  ^ 
fo»^/jr.  it  h  ttoatwfefted'by'efleewiftg  his  t^hJ,*— obefhng  hii  e6m4.  ^' 
roands, — regarditig  ihts  •pTrfente,---paning  trtth^H  to  enjoy  Htm; 
Tlnr  io^  <^  xiur  MrghboQr  Adws  from  diis;  nhit  irof  two  iinds, 
M,  lAirtovttig^h^^  wUb  eowjplactehcy 'tfinl  <ieHgfat,  'wini^bsail' 
tbe  i$\^  aftmt  kj^  Btlovtd.  wt^tk^vf^  «ttr  \w'mg  ttve ^evii  4ri4  ^ 
tmgodly,  vith  a  love  of  pity  atid  fceneydtiKe.  ?*hu8  ^e  iitikia«e 
HiMi  vbo  b  hMtfg'to  aU,  ieven  to  the'crihand.umhtfftkf«1.  T^e 
proptrtie^  t>f  this  fove  are  fo  fully  eXT[»ftCfed  in  the  comext,  *at 
bereiftiete  wilVte  fto  tieed  to  lefimwci^e  them.  Vxm  Tuith  \i 
mat^  that  difcovers  invifihle  realities,  things  Urtktiown  by  lieAlfe 
fcnfc',  and  nnften  ly  the  gltitimeriM  fay  df  reifwi.  Arid  *Bopt 
xi  f^eat,  eorfftderiftg  ite  ititettfe  'dSre  atid  tinwcariea  patietw* 
whfch  alvrays  attetid  Ae  exifeftationof  fnfture  good.  It  is  grej^ 
conridcriqg  the  objeifts  of  it,  an  Inktfiidnct^^^otvyi, — Kinj^oitK 
^€rnal  communion  with  GOD,  &c*  Bm  the greateft  otthefe 
U  Love.  Faith  iehatcis.—iiope  exfeBsr''Amt  Love  efiyqy's^  attd 
dwcUs  in  Goo.  i^ain^  ^as  one  obierves)  fstith  is  the ^ourithirig 
loot,,  Bqpe  is  the  riJQ^g  ftatk,  but  Xove  is  the  jurecious  wWaii; 
mtjbex  tibe  root>  v^x  the  IbUc,  but  the  precious  grain  alone/wIO 
be  takett  •iato  Goo's  G^r^ier^  The.^d/&/?^  tnay  fi|pi^^^ 
iiioft  exfrnliv^,  «or  tlie^^lef  c  Far  4he  fifft,  fahhaod.Hojpe^ie 
^hifl  iJE>e  bounds  of  a  fiiaB^>s:))erfo»^  but  ij^ve  is  u>  <^od  Jmoiv 
it\i,  andiromhim  to  .«dkr  fTwntis,  jres^,  ik>.i>ttr  enemic«%  .>i^iaitb 
^nd'Utm  wiil^  etid'witbiife^.I^ovie  .coa«imies  ia^e^^ea.  ¥m 
the  fecmd,  Love  is  the  bond  of  paife&ioii.,  it  is  i«beelednem  of 
Glory,  «nd  Datm-e  of  Go^i 


NatK^ATiva  of  l»he  'tratek  of,  the'ORasTE^OA's  C^w,     . 
'[  Conchtded  frm,pa^t  ^"3^. ,] 

Tlffi  next  morning  'Myf^hecr  &6<^fto!tjcfr4eted  a  ffifccp  to  be  killed, 
upon  wliich  our  people  brfeakf^^ed  aifid  ^vcQtd,.  AftCt  tWs",  'aitbi 
Act  Dutchman,  whofe  risme  was  l&atiife1  ^uin,  Awd  who  fiyed  afcotft 
uiop^ilcs diftaht,  camfc  with  a  t*ti ^d  fixhoitfes'to  conv«y*iihe-patty 
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towa^d&the  .Cape  of  Good  Hope*         Hjnes  thinks  that  Quiil  was  %: 
kind  of  conunandant*      Monfieur  Vaillant  thus  Ipcaks  of  ^e! jnctho^  ' 
by  which  the  coloniils  obtain  the  title  of  commancMint,     *'  A^^nii^  - 
{4ys  he,)  whe  lives  two  hundred  leagues  up  the  countiy,  arriMfij^-^ 
Cape,  to  complain  that  the  Caffrees  have  taken  all  his  cattle  ;    and  mi' 
tifeats  a  commando,  which  is  a  permiHion  to  go,  with  the  help  of  his 
neighbours,  to  retake  his  property ;  the  governor,  who  either  <focs  not, 
olr  fesgtis  not  to  Underfland  the  trick,  adheres  ftridly  to  the  fa£bex- 
prefTed  in  the  petition  ;  a  preamble  of  regular  information  would  occa- 
jion  long  delays ;    a  permi(&on  is  eafily  given, — ^it  is  but  a  word-— the. 
fatal  word  is  written,  which,  praves  a  fentence  of  death  to  a  thoufand 
poor  favages,  who  have  no  fuch  defence  or  refources  as  their  perfecu- 
ton/'    This  account  giv^  ,us  an  idea  of  the  commando  or  commandants 
of  that  country,  fuch  a  ope  Quin  probably  was,)  and  likewife  of  the 
(lifpofition  of  the  coloniils  fituated  m  the  interior  parts. 

But  to  return  to  the  travBllers.i— The.boy,  Price,  whofe  leg^  were 
fore  from  the  hardihips  be  had  undergone,  was  kept  at  Myxiheer  Roo-* 
fiofF's,  who  kindly  undertook  his  cure,  and  faid  he  would  contrive  to 
lend  him  after  the  reft.  The  others  went  in  the  cart  that  was  provided 
forithem,  but  the  path,  or  rgad,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  was  fo  very 
rugged  and  bad,  that  they  were  almoft  fliook  to  pieces*  They  paffed 
two  farm  houfes  before  they  reached  Quin*s,  where  they  ftaid  four  days 
to  rcfrefli  themfelves. 

From  this  time  they  .were  forwarded  in  carts  from  one  fettlcment  to 
another,  till  they  came  to  Swellendam,  which  lies  about  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  Cape.  Durji^^the  whole  of  the  way,  wherever  they 
pafled  the  night,  all  the  farm^s  in  the  neighbourhood  ufed  to  affemble 
in  order  to  hear  their  ftory  y  and  being  moved  with  compaflion,  gave 
them  many  little  neceflaries  of  which  they  ftood  in  need.  At  Swel- 
lendam they  flayed  till  the  deputy  governor,  who  refided  at  that  placed 
fent  a  merfenger  to  the  Cape,  as  there  was  at  this  time  war  between 
Holland  and  G^&t  Britain,  to  know  of  the  governor  what  was  to  be 
done  with  ths-^ow  An  order  at  length  came  for  two  to  be  fent  to  Cape 
town  to  be  examined.  The  othets  were  direfted  to  remain  where  they 
at  prefent  were.  Wormington  and  Leary  accordingly  prbceeded  to  the 
Cape.  Hyhes  arid  tlie  reft  ftayed  at  Swellendam  •  about  a  month,  and 
during  that  time  they  had  an  opportunity  of  obfcrving  that  the  country 
Iround  this  place  is  in  general  rocky ;'  but  in  the*  valleys  there  are  vine- 
^  yards,  paftures,  and  com  fields.       . 

They  afterwards  learnt  that  Wormington  and  Leary,  after  having 
undergone  an  examination,  were  ftiipped  on  board*  Dutch  man  of  war 
lying  i^  the  bay,  with  direftiorts  for ,  thtm  to  be  put  to  work.  Here 
they  remained  for  fome  time,  but  Wormington  having  difcovered,  one 
night, -that  the  boatfwain  had  fmugglcdfome  pepper  from  the  ftiip,  he 
imprudently  hinted-that  he  would  give  information  of  what  was  going 
forward.  Upon  which  the  boatfwain  defired  him  and  his  companion 
JLeary  tO'gct  into  th©  boat ; .  which  thfcy  had  no  fooner  done,,  than  .he 
put  them  on  board  a  Danifh  Eaft-Indiaman,  that  was 'then  wcighfcg 
anchor  ;  and  which  immediately  failed.  By  this  incident,  thefe  two 
jiad  an  opportunity  of  getting  firft  to,  their  awn  countiy, 
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^  Jllj^tevcrnor  aC  the  Cape  having  learnt  from  the  infbnftation  of 
WoiAu&gton  and  Lcary,  the  parti<:ulars  of  the  lofs  of  the  GrolVcnor, 
■-v&d  the  confequent  fuffcrings  of  the  crew  and  paffengers,  notwithftand- 
iogthcjjnmity  that  fubfifted  at  this  time  between  the  two  nations,  was 
#»citc3^y  that  humanity  which  does  honour  to  human  nature,  to  fend 
out  ajarge  party  in  queft  of  the  unhappy  wanderers.  This  detachment 
confifted  of  one  hundred  Europeans,  and  three  hundred  Hottentots, 
attended  by  a  great  number  of  waggons,  each  drawn  by  eight  bullocks. 
The  comma^id  was  given  to  Captain  Muller,  ^Y^o  had  orders  to  pro- 
ceed, if  pofliblc,  to  the  place  where  the  fhip  lay,  and  load,  them  with. 
fuch  articles  as  could  be  laved.  After  which,  they  were  to  endeavour 
to  find  out  fuch  of  the  fufferers  as  were  wandering  about  the  country, 
or  in  the  hands  of  the  natives. 

It  being  neceffary  to  have  fome  of  thofe  who  had  paffed  ov«r  the  ex*- 
tenfivc  trad  that  was  to  be  explored,  as  guides,  Dc  t,affo  and  Evans, 
who  had- now  tolerably  recovered  their  (Irength,  were  fixed  on  for  that 
purpofe.  Hynes  flill  continued  very  ill,  and  Price  had  not  yet  reached 
Swellendam*  The  party  took  with  them  beads,  and  a  number  of 
trinkets,  in  order  to  ranfom  thofe  of  the  unfortunates  that  might  fall  in 
their  way.  And  they  proceeded  till  the  natives  inteiTupted  their  paf- 
fage.  The  diffentions  between  the  Caffrees  and  Colonills,  as  already  no- 
ticed, probably  occafioned  this  interruption.. 

In  their  way  they  found  three  of  the  (hipwrecked  mariners,  viz* 
Thomas  Lewis,  William  Hatterly  (or  Hubberly)^  an<J  another.  WiU 
liam  Hatterly  was  the  feryant  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  fecond  mate,  a^d  he 
had  kept  company  with  that  party  till  all  but  himfelf  had  expired.  He 
then  walked  on,  melancholy  and  forlonij  till  he  had  reached  the  fpot 
where  he  was  met  by  the  Dutch. 

At  other  places  on  the  road  they  met  with  fevcn  more  men,  (Lafcars) 
ind  two  black  women,  one  6f  whoni  was  fervant  to  Mrs.  Logic,  the 
other  to  Mrs.  Hofea.  From  thelc  women  was  obtained  the  following 
intcrefting  information  :  Thcv  faid,  that  about  five  da>  ^  after  the  party 
to  which  Hynes  had  attached  himfelf  parted  from  the  <  ptain  and  the 
ladies,  they  allb  took  feparate  routs,  the  latter  intending  to  join  the 
Laicars ;  but  what  became  of  either,  aftei  this  feparation  had  taken 
place,  they  knew  not.  They  indeed  faw  the  Captain's  coat  upon  one 
pf  the  natives,  which  led  them  to  conclude  that  be  was  dead. 

After  the  waggons  had  been  prevented  by  the  natives  from  proceed* 
ing,  fome  of  the  party  travelled  fifteen  days  on  horfeback,  in  profecu- 
tion  of  their  plan  ;  but  the  Caffrees  ftill  continuing  to  harrals  them, 
and  obftrufting  their-paffage,  they  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  under- 
taking 4.  and  they  came  back,  after  having  been  abfent  three  months. 

Captain  Muller  returned  to  Swellendam  with  his  troops,  bringing 
with  him  the  feven  Lafcars  and  two  black  women,  together  with  the 
three  Englilhmen  he  had  picked  up  on  the  I'oad,  the  boy  Price,  and 
his  two  guides  De  Laffo  and  Evans  ;  but  the  farmers  who  h^d  attended 
the  expwiition  with  their  waggons^  filed  off  to  their .refjpeaive  homes  in 
the  different  colonies.  The  black  people  were  detained  at  Swellendam, 
and  the  Englifti  were  fent  to  the  Cape,  where  haying  undergone  a  1<^ 
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examination  by  the  Governor,  he  permitted  them  to  take  their  paffage 
for  Europe  on  board  a  Danifh  (hip,  then  lying  in  the  harbour,  that 
wanted  faAfids. 

Irlie  captain  of  the  Dane  promilcij  to  land  them  in  England,  as  he 
paffcd  through  the  channel,  but  being  very  fhort  of  hands,  he  carried 
them  all  to  Copenhagen,  except  Price,  who  was  put  on  Chore  at  Wey- 
mouthr.  From  Denmark  they  foon  after  reached  London  ;  fiimifliing 
an  example  to  Britifh  feamen,  that  even  the  [mod  unparallelled  hard- 
ihips  are  to  be  furmounted  ;  and  that  when  they  leave  their  native 
country,  on  the  moft  hazardous  or  mod  diftant  expeditions,  a  return  tq 
it  is  not  to  bp  defpaired  of.  And  while  we  fympathize  in  the  woes,  or 
lament  the  lofs  of  thofe  who  were  left  among  the  inhofpitable^favages, 
we  cannot  bi|t  admire  the  goodneis  of  Providence  in  lo  miracuiouily 
preferving  thefc  few.* 

The  only  new  light,  I  believe,  that  can  be  thrown  on  this  unfortu« 
nate  afhiir,  is  to  be  found  in  the  travels  of  the  ingenious  a^d  humane 
Vaillant.  Being  arrived  on  the  borders  of  Caffraria,  and  determined 
on  entering  ihat  country  with  the  philanthropic  view  of  endeavouring 
to  bring  about  a  peace  between  the  Hottentots  and  Cafirees,  he  carries 
his  philanthropy  a  ftcp  further,  and  wifhcs  at  the  fame  time  to  afford' 
affiftanco  to  the  unfortunate  people  whofe  fufferings  havp  been  juft  die- 
fcribed, 

**  A  misfortune  which  had  lately  happened,"  fays  that  worthy  man,t 
•'  contributed  not  a  little  to  heat  my  imagination.  I  was  informed,  that 
fix  weeks  before,  an  Englifh  fhip,  the  Grofverior  Eaft-Indiaman,  had 
been  wrecked  on  the  coaft  ;  that  part  of  the  crew  and  paHengers,  ef- 
caping  the  turbulent  element^  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hancU  of  the 

*  The  following  perfons  were  left  with  Captain  Coxon,  of  whom  no  accoonti 
are  rccpivcd,-^Mr.  Logic,  chief  mate  ;  Mr»  Beale,  third  ditto ;  Mr.  Harris,  fifth 
diup ;  Mr.  Hayc,  purler ;  Mr.  Nixon,  furgeon  ;  Robert  Rea,  boatfwain  ;  John 
Hunter,  gunner ;  William  Mixon,  qnarter-maHtr  ;  John  M'Daxiiel,  and  Jamci 
Maulevcrcr,  carpenter's  mates ;  John  Edkini,  caulker;  William  Stevens,  butcher  i 
Colonel  B'£rpioette }  fevcn  fcameo ;'  four  fervants,  and  two  difcbarged  foldieri 
ffomMadrafs. 

Paflengcrs  left  with  Captain  ^Joxou.^Qplonel  James,  Mrs.  James,  Mr.  Hofea, 
Jdrs.  Hofca,  Mrs.  Logie,  Mi.  Newman,  Captain  Walrerhoufe  Adair;  Mift 
jbennis,  Mifs  Wilmot,  Mifs  Hofe»,  Mafler  Sauudert,  IVff^fter  Cham^,  chi^ 
<iren  ;  and  eight  Black  fervants. 

The  following  perfons  died  on  their  way  to  the  Cape.— ^Nyil Ham  Thomfoff, 
midfcipman  ;  Thomas  Page,  carpenter ;  Henry  Lillburne,  (hip's  fieward  |  Mafier 
IjSw  ;  Thomas  Simmondi,  quarter?maftcr  ;  Robert  Auld,  cooper ;  Wm.  Couch, 
^ptatn's  {ieward ;  Lau.  Joiiefque,  boatfwain's  yeoman ;  All.  Schnltt,  Thomas 
iParker,  Patrick  Burne,  R.  ^iugerald,  and  John  Blane,  feameni  Mr.  Williams^ 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  Jphn  SuflTman,  palfengcrs, ' 

Left  jn  different  partt,  exclufive  of  |hofc  who  remained  with  the  Captain.— <• 
James  ThompfotJ,  qiiartcr^maftcr ;  George  Read,  armourer  5  Mr.  Shaw,  fecond 
mate ;  Mr.  1  rotter,  fourth  mate  ;•  George  Cicighton,  caulkeA  mate  ;  Laurence 
M'Ewcn,  Edward  Monck,  John  Squires,  Ifaac  Blair,  William  Frue),  Charlck 
•j^erry,  James  Simpfon,  Jacob  Angel,  John  Howes,  and  John  Brown,  feai 
iKlcp;  William  £llis,  Edward  Croaker,  and  James  Stockdale,  (Ufcbarpd  ibldieri; 
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Caffrecs^  by  whom  they  were  barbaroufly  deftrpyed,  tke  women  ex- 
cepted, who  were  referved  to  undergo  ftUl  greater  hard{hil)s  ;  fomtf 
fcwj  it  was  fuppofed,  had  efcapod,  and  were  now  wandering,  on  thil 
•  toa4>  0^  exploring  melancholy  and  almoft  impenetrable  forefi^  igH^re 
they  could  not  fail  in  the  eiid  of  perifhing  miferably.  Among  thefe 
unfortunate  people  were  feVeral  French  omcei-Sj  prifoners  of  war^  "vyhd 
were  coming  to  Europe* 

"  My  heart,'*  continues  he,  "  Was  wounded  bv  this  affli^ng  detail ; 
^  thoufand  proje£h  bewildered  iny  head^  I  could  not  be  above  £fty 
leagues  from  the  unfortunate  fpot.  Various  means  occured  to  fuccour 
the  uhhappy  fufterers^  whofe  fituation  was  fo  truly  deplorable*  I  pro- 
polcd  thefe  means  to  my  companionsj  but  every  propofal  was  refufexL 
In  vain  I  offered  prefentsj  prayers,  intrcati^s  ;  nay,  even  threatenings 
had  no  more  weight.  I  however  flattered  myfelf,  I  fhould  find  among 
the  colonifb  fome,  whofe  hearts  would  not  only  enter  readily  into  my 
pacific  meafures  with  the  Caffrees,  but  aflift  in  every  endeavour  to  fuc-* 
cour  the  unhapj^y  people  that  had  been  ihipwrecked  |  ihd  image  of 
whole  misfortunes  perpetually  followed  me. 

"  How  cruel  a  fituation  for  women !  condemned  to  drag  k  painful  Ufk 
in  all  the  horrors  of  agonizing  dcfpair.  A  defire  to  procure  them  liberty  j 
to  bring  them  away  with  me  )  employed  all  my  thoughtsj  and  deafened 
me  to  every  obflaele*'* 

A  party  of  the  Caifirees  leaving  paid  him  a  friendly  vifit  at  his  camp^ 
he  informs  us  farther  on  the  fubjeft,  '^  that  the  news  of  their  departure 
made  him  more  eager  to  queftion  them^  as  he  had  by  no  means  forgot 
the  uhhappy  fufferers  who  were  (hipwreckod  in  the  Grofvenor* 

**  They  could  not,"  fays  he,*  **  give  me  fo  ample  an  account  as  I 
wilhed  in  this  particular,  being  fimply  acquainted  With  the  faft.  Situ- 
ated towards  the  north  weft,  they  were  farther  from  the  fca  than  my- 
felf,  and  could  give  no  poUtive  accpunt  of  this  melancholy  c&taftrophe ; 
They  had^  inde^,  feen  fome  of  the  efFe6b  taken  from  the  Wreck,  which 
had  Jjcen  exchanged  with  other  hoords  for  cattle  ;  even  the  Caffreeji 
How  at  my  camp  polTeiling  fome  trifling  part  of  the  property^  One 
fliewed  me  a  piece  of  filver  coin  which  he  wore  at  his  rieck,  and  ano- 
ther a  fmall  key*  They  likewife  defcribe^  as  well  as  they  couldj  a  cu- 
riofity  which  had  been  divided  among  them.  By  their  account  I  judged 
this  muft  have  been  a  watch^  whofe  wheels  they  had  ieparatc^,  and 
formed  into  different  ornaments*  And  I  was  convinced  I  was  right  in 
my  cdnjefture^  when  on  Ihewing  them  n^ine^  they  all  exclaimed  it  was 
the  fame  thing,  only  of  a  different  colour,  theirs  refembling  the  pieco 
of  coin  the  Caffree  wore  about  his  neck.  They  added^  that  the  moft 
Valuable  of  the  effe£b  had',  been  taken  by  their  countrymen  that  inha- 
bited the  fea  coafl^  who  were' in  poiFeffion  of  a  great  quantity  of  pieces 
fimilar  to  that  they  had  (hewn  me*  As  for  the  people  who  had  eiicaped 
the  wreck)  they  had  been  informed  fome  were  found  dead  upon  tl^e 
iand,  but  that  others,  more  fortunate^  had  reached  fome  countiy  inha- 
bited  by  white  people.** 

Monfieur  Vaillant  having  entered  the  country  of  the  Gaffrees,  at- 
tended by  a  few  of  his  Hottentots^  and  falling  in  with  a  fmall  party  of 
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the  CafFrces,  he  thus  continues  the  fubjcft.*  **  I  enquired  about  the 
fliipwrccKed  veflel,  but  learned  little  more  than  I  was  before  acquainted 
with  :   That  it  had  been  eaft  away,  on  the  coaft  of  Caffraria. 

"  I  judged  thi*  melancholy  event  had  happened  beyond  the  country 
of  the  Tambouches,  as  high  as  Madagafcar,  towards  the  channel  of 
Mofambique.  Thefe  people  affurcd  me,  that,  befides  the  difficulties  1 
{hould  have  to  encounter,  after  having  paffcd  their  limits,  among  feveral 
other  rivers,  we  muft  crofs  one  that  was  too  wide  to  be  fwam  over,  and 
muft  advance  a  great  way  towards  the  north  to  find  it  fordable.  They 
added  that  they  had  fcen  feveral  white  men  among  the  TamboucheS| 
fome  time  ago,  when  they  exchanged  fome  merchandize  with  that  peo- 
ple for  nails  taken  from  the  wreck  ;  but  being  now  at  war  with  thcmi 
they  could  procure  no  more."  ** 

Upon  Tcfledion,  it  fcems  a  very  great  pity  that  the  captain  fhould 
have  quitted  the  place  where  the  fhip  was  wrecked.  By  colle£ling  the 
fcattered  figments  of  the  wreck,  as  they  drove  Oii  (hore,  a  boat,  one 
would  fuppofe,  might  have  been  conflrufted,  capable  of  containing  the 
whole  of  thofe  who  were  (aved,  as  was  done  by  Captain  Wilfon  of  thd 
Antelope  packet,  *  And  particularly  fo,  as  the  carpenter's  and  caulker's 
crew  all  got  fafe  on  fhore.  They  might  then  have  coafted  it  along  (hore, 
putting  into  every  bay  as  they  proceeded,  in  order  to  water  and  refrefh. 
They  would  thus  have  found  a  much  ealfier  and  quicker  paffagc  to  the 
Cape,  than  by  attempting,  as  they  did,  to  travel  by  land,  fubjcft  to  a 
thoufand  difficulties,  the  ilightefl:  of  which  were  much  too  arduous  and 
fiaitiguing  for  delicate  women  and  children  to  encounter.  One  cannot 
help  receding  upon  the  condu6b  of  the  third  mate,  who  appears  to 
have  been  highly  culpable,  in  not  attending  to  the  firfl  alarm  of  feeing 
land,  and  inftantly  convincing  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  it*  Even  a  mo- 
ment in  fuch  a  fituation  was  not  to  be  lofl.  By  an  immediate  atten* 
tion  the  (hip  might  in  all  probability  have  been  put  about,  and  by  that 
means  faved.;  whereas,  when  it  was  attempted  by  the  captain,  it  was 
then  too  late.  In  ten  minute §^er  the  fhip  had  flruck,  the  wind  came 
off  fliore ;  fo  that  if  (he  had  been  put  about^  in  any  time,  tbe  cftc£t 
would  have  been  that  her  head  would  have  paid  off,  which  would 
have  been  a  moH:  fortunate  dpcumflancef  and  the  con&quence  the  fav- 
ing  of  the  whole. 

Captain  Coxon  is  faid  to  have  declared  to  the  unfortunate  fuffcrenj 
that  he  expefted  to  be  able  to  get  to  a  Dutch  fcttlemcnt  in  iixteen  days. 
Surely,  in  that  time,  one  would  fuppofe  he  might  have  feiiftied  a  boat ; 
hooks  and  hnes  might  have  been  -made,  and  fiih  caught,  which  muft 
have  proved  a  more  ready  way  of  procuring  a  fubfiftence,  than  in  pf- 
fing  through  an  unknown  country,  whofc  produ6libns  they  were  un* 
acquainted  with.  •  They  would  at  the  fame  time  have  avoided  the  peri- 
lous rencontre  either  of  the  natives  or  of  ferocious  animals.  The  au- 
thor is  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the  circumRanCe  of 
Trout,  the  Dutchman,  telling  the  captain  that  he  had  been  on  board 
the  wreck,  and  got  from  tlicnce  a  load  of  iron,  pewter,  lead  and  cop- 
per. Ir  may  be  oppoied  to  this,  that  Captain  Coxon  might  have  been 
too  much  harrailed  by  the  natives  to  attempt  fuch  a  work,  in  the  fitua- 
tion  ihey  then  wer^»  But  as  we  are  given  to  undcs^ftgnd  that  they  s^• 
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ways  left  the  place  at  fun  fet,  means  might  have  been  ufed  to  prevent 
this  conilant  interruption.  Wc  knoW  that  wood  in  abundance,  and 
probably  bamboo,  grows  in  thofe  parts  5  and  as  a  number  of  hardy 
fellows  equal  to  any  cnterprize,  were  faved,  enough  could  have  been 
collc8«d  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  to  have  formed  a  cktvcaux  dejrit^ 
round  their  little  camp  ;  and  thus  fortified,  the  natives  would  have  bcea 
more  inclined  to  barter  with  them  than  to  have  difturbed  them* 

Hooks  and  lines  might  have  been  formed  of  twifted  or  plaited  grafs  or 
filaments  of  the  cocoa-tree  ;  or  the  fails  might  have  been  unravelled  for 
that  purpofe.  Indeed  a  hundred  methods  might.liave  been  had  recourfe 
to,  in  order  to  fupply  thefe  neccflfary  implements.  Weapons  of  defence 
alfo,  might  foon  have  been  made,  equal  to  any  of  thofe  they  had  to  en- 
counter. And  whoever  "fffk  feen  the  Mafoula  boats  at  Madrafs,  knows 
that  much  may  be  done  without  hammer  or  nails,  even  in  boats  of  bur- 
then. In  {hort,  unldfs  this  imprudent  refolution  proceeded  from  the 
want  of  unanimity,  which  I  need  not  fay,  in  all  fituations  that  arc  any 
ways  fimilar  to  theirs,  is  extremely  unfortunate,  the  overfight  was  a  very 
great  one,  and  not  to  be  accounted  for, 

G.  CARTER. 
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From  the  Bishop  of  LANDAFF  to  THOMAS  PAINE, 
[  Continued  ff&fn  page  7i^»] 

JEHORAM  king  of  U^^^  Jehoihaphat  king  of  Judah,  and  the 
king  of  Edom^  going  ^^K\beir  armies  to  make  war  on  the  king  of 
Moab,  came  into  a  place  whSPthere  was  no  watet  either  for  their  «jcn 
or  cattle.  Tnt  this  diftrels  they  waited  upon  Eliflia,  (a  high  hpnoUr  ft* 
one  of  your'conjurersj)  by  the  advice  of  Jehoftiaphatj  who  knew  thsft 
the  word  of  the  Lord  was  with  him.  The  prophet,  on  feeing  Jcfhor 
nm,'  an  idolatrous  prince,  who  had  revolted  f):om  the  worftiip  of  the 
true  God,  come  to  confult  him,  faid  to  him,—"  Get  thee  to  the  pro- 
phets of  thy  father  and  the  prophets  of  thy  mother,"— This  you  think 
iliews  Elifha  to  have  been  a  party  prophet,  full  of  venom  add  vulgarity. 
*--lt  {hews  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  courage,  who  refpefted  thfe 
dignity  of  his  own  charafter,  the  facrednefs  of  his  office  as  a  prophet  of 
God,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  reprove  the  wickednefs  of  kings,  as  of  other 
men.  H6  ordered  them  to  make  the  valley  where  they  were  full  of 
ditches  :-^this,  you  fay,  *'  every  countryman  could  have  told,  that  tha 
way  to  get  water  is  to  diig  for  it ; " — but  this  is  not  a  true  reprcfentation 
of  the  cafe ;  the  ditches  were  not  du^  that  water  might  be  gotten  by 
digging  for  it,  but  that  they  might  hold  the  water  when  it  fhould  mini- 
culoufly  come,  "  without  wind  or  rain,"  from  another  country  ;  and 
it  did  come  *<  from  the  way  of  Edom,  and  the  country  was  filled  with 
Water." — As  to  Eliftia's  curfmg'the  little  children,  who  had  mocked 
him,  and  their  dcftruftion  in  confequcnce  of  his  imprecation,  the  whole 
ftoiy  W3I&  b«  taiken  together.  The  provocation  he  received  is,  by  fome, 
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tonfidered  as  an  ififult  offered  to  him,  not  as  a  man^  but  as  a  prophe^ 
«nd  that  the  pcrfons  who  offered  it  were  not  what  we  underitand  by 
little  children^  but  grown-up  youths  ;  the  term  child  being  applied  in 
the  Hebrew  language,  to  grown-up  perfons.  Be  this  as  it  may,  thcf 
curfing  was  the  a£^  of  the  prophet ;  had  it  been  a  fin,  it  would  not  hav^ 
been  followed  by  a  miraculous  deftruftion  of  the  offenders  j  for  this  wai 
the  aft  of  God,  who  bed  knows  who  defervc  punifhment.  What  cf- 
feft  fuch  a  fignal  judgment  had  on  the  idolatrous  inhabitants  of  tho 
land,  is  no  where  faid  ;  but  it  is  probable  it  was  hot  without  a  good 
effeft. 

Ezckiel  and  Danid  lived  during  the  Babylonian  Captivity;  you  allow 
their  writings  to  be  genuine.  In  this  you  differ  from  fome  of  the  greaU 
eil  adveifaries  of  chridianity  ;  and  in  my  opinion  cut  up,  by  this  con-t 
ccffion,  the  Very  root  of  your  whole  performance.  It  is  next  to  ati 
impoffibility  for  any  man,  who  admits  the  book  Qf  Daniel  to  be  a  ge- 
nuine book,  and  who  examines  that  book  with  intelligence  and  iinpar'< 
tiality,  to  refufe  his  affent  to -the  truth  of  Chriftianity.  As  toyout 
faying,  that  the  intefptetations  which  Commentators  and  priefb  have 
made  of  thefe  books,  only  flieW  the  fraud,.  oT  the  extreme  folly,  tor 
which  credulity  and  prieflcr&ft  can  go  ;  I  can  confider  it  as  nothing  but 
a  proof  of  the  extreme  folly  or  fraud  to  which  prejudice  and  infidelity 
can  carry  a  minute  philofopher.  You  profels  a  fondnefi  for  fcience ;  I 
will  refer  you  to  a  &ieiitific  man,  who  was  neither  a  commentator  nor  a 
pricftj-s-^to  Fergufon.-^In  a  traft  entitled-— The  Year  of  our  Saviour*! 
Crucifixion  afcertained ;  and  the  darknefs,  at  the  time  of  his  crucifixionf 
proved  to  bcJ  fupcmatural-«-This  ital  philofopher  interprets  the  remark- 
able prophecy  in  the  9th  chapter  of  Daniel,  and  concludes  his  diflerta^ 
tion  m  the  foUowhig  words  :*-^'*  Thus  W6|^|§ire  an  agronomical  d«non^ 
ilration  of  the  truth  of  this  ancient  prophiecy,  feeing  that  the  prophetic 
year  of  the  Meffiah's  being  cut  off,  was  the  very  fame  with  the  aftro- 
nomical.'^  1  have  fbmewhere  read  an  account  of  a  folemn  difputation 
which  was  held  at  Venice,  in  the  lad  century,  between  a  Jew  and  a 
Chriftian : — the  Chriftian  ftrongly  argued  from  Daniel's  prophecy  of 
the  feventy  weeks,  that  Jefus  was  the  Mefliah  whom  the  Jews  had  long 
cxpefted,  from  the  preoiftions  of  their  prophets  :-M;hc  learned  Rabbi, 
who  prefidod  at  this  difputation,  was  fo  forcibly  ffruck  by  the  argu* 
ment,  that  he  put  an  end  to  the  bufindls,  by  faying, — "  Let  us  (hut  up 
our  Bibles  ;  for  if  we  proceed  in  the  examination  of  this  prophecy  it 
will  make  us  all  become  Chriflians."  Was  it  a  fimilar  apprehenfion 
which  deterred  you  from  fo  much  as  opening  the  book  of  Daniel  r 
You  have  not  produced  from  it  one  exceptionable  paffage.  I  hop^ 
you  will  read  that  book  with  attention,  with  intelligence,  and  with 
an  unbiaffed  mind  follow  the  advice  of  our^Saviour  when  he  ^6ted 
this  very  prophecy  : — "  Let  him  that  readcth  underftand  5  "—and  t 
ih^ll  not  defpair  of  your  convertion  from  Deifhx  to  ChrifUainty* 
'  In  order  to  difcredit  the  authority  of  the  book»whi^>  you  allow  t<r 
be  genuine,  you  form  a  flrange  and  prodigious  hypothefis  concerning 
Ezekiel  and  Daniel,  for  which  there  is  no  manner  of  fotindation-  either 
in  hillory  or  probability.  You  fuppofc  thefe  two  men  to  harv*  had  n» 
dreams,  no  vifions^  no  revelation  from  God  Almighty  ;  but  to  have' 
pretended  to  thefo  thinp ;  uxd^  under  that  difguifci  to  have  carried  ot^ 

10^ 
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An  enigmatical  correfpondence  relative  to  the  recovery. of  (heir  country 
from  the  Babylonian  yoke.  That  any  man  in  his  fenfes,  fhould  frame 
or  adopt  fuch  an  hypothcfis,  (hoUld  have  fo  little  regard  to  his  own  re* 
putation  as  an  impartial  enquirer  after  tmth,  To  little  refped  for  the 
junder&aiiding  of  his  readers,  as  to  obtru4e  it  on  the  world,  woul^ 
have  appeared  an  incredible  circumflance,   had  not  you  made  it  » 

ha. 

You  quote  a  palTage  from  Ezekiel  ;    in  the  29th  chapter,  verfe  11, 
(peaking  of  Egypt,  it  is  laid-^"  No  foot  of  man  fhall  pafs  through  it, 
nor  foot  of  beaft  fhall  pals  through  it,  neither  ihall  it  be  inhabited  forty 
years,:  "-.--This,  you  fey,  "  never  came  to  pafs,  and  confcquently  it  is 
fklfe,  as  all  the  books  X  haye  already  reviewed  are."      Now  that  thi^ 
did  come  to  pais,  we  have,  as  Bilhop  Newton  obferves^  "  the  teftimo- 
nicsof  Megafthencs  and  Berofus,  two  heathen  hiftorians,  who  lived 
about  300  years  before  Chrift ;  one  of  whom  affirms,  exprcfsly,  that 
Nebuchadnezzar  conquered  the  greater  part  of  Africa  ;  and  the  other 
af&rms  it,  in  effeft,  in  faying,  that  when  Nebuchadnezzar  heard  of  the 
death  of  his  father,  having  fettled  his  affairs  in  Egypt^  and  committed 
the  captives  whom  he  took  in  Egypt  to  the  care  of  fome  of  his  friends, 
to  bring  them  after  him,  he  hailed  direftly  to  Babylon."      And  if  we 
had  been  poffefled  of  no  teflimony  in  fupport  of  the  prophecy,  it  would 
have  been  a  haily  conclufion,  that  the  prophecy  never  came  to  pafs  ; 
the  hiflory  of  Egypt,  at  fo  remote  a  period,  being  no  where  accurately 
and  circumflantially  related,    I  admit  that  no  period  can  be  pointed  out 
fi-om  the  age  of  Ezekiel  to  the  prefent,  in  which  there  was  no  foot  of 
man  or  beaft  to  be  feen  for  forty  years  in  all  Egypt  ;    but  fome  think 
that  only  a  part  of  Egypt  is  here  fpoken  of ;  and  furely  you  do  not  ex- 
pcft  a  literal  accomplifhment  of  an  hyperbolical  exprcffion,  denoting 
great  defolation ;  importing  that  the  trade  of  Egypt,  which  was  carried 
on  then,  as  at  prefent,  by  caravans,  by  the  foot  of  man  and  beafl, 
ihouhi  be  annihilated.    Had  you  taken  the  trouble  to  have  looked  a  little 
farther  into  the  book  from  which  you  have  made  your  quotation,  you 
would  have  there  feen  a  prophecy  delivered  above  two  thoufand  yeare 
ago,  and  which  ha»  been  fulfilling  from  that  time  to  this  :— "  Egypt 
fhall  be  the  bafeft  of  the  kingdoms,  neither  (hall  it  exalt  itfelf  any  more 
above  the  nations  :•— there  ihall  be  no  more  a  prince  of  the  land*  of 
Egypt."  — This  you  may  call  a  dream,  a  viiion,  a  lie  :    I  eflecm  it  a 
wonderful  prophecy  ;  for  **  as  is  the  prophecy,  fo  has  been  the  events 
Egypt  was  conquered  by  the  Babylonians  ;    and  after  the  Babylonians^ 
by  the  Perfians;   and  after  the  Per&ans  it  became  fubjeft  to  the  Mace^ 
idonians ;  and  after  the  Macedonians  to  the  Romans  ;  and  after  the  Ro- 
mans  to  the  Saracens  \   and  then  to  the  Mamalucs  ;   and  ^  now  a  pro- 
vince of  the  Turkifh  empire," 

Suffer  me  to  produce  to  you  from  this  author  not  an  enigmatical 
letter  to  Daniel  refpefiing  the  recovery  of  Jerufalem  from  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  Babylon,  but  an  enigmatical  prophecy  concerning  Ze« 
dckiah  the  king  of  Jeru&lem,  before  it  was  taken  by  the  Chaldeans. — 
•'  1  will  bring  iiim  (Zcdtkiah)  to  Babylon,  to  the  land  of  the  Chal- 
deans ;  yet  he  fhall  not  ftc  it,  though  Jie  fhall  die  there." — How  !  not 
fee  Babylon,  when  he  fhould  die  there !  How,  moreover,  is  this  con- 
fident you  may  afk,  with  what  Jeremiah  had  foretold,— that  Zedekiak 

Ihould 
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Ihould  fee  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Babylon  P — ^This  darknels  of  expioC^ 
iion,  and  apparent  contradi£lion  between  the  two  prophets,  induced 
Zedekiaji  (as  Jofephus  informs  us)  to  give  no  credit  to  either  of  them  ; 
yet  be  unhappily  experienced,  ^nd  the  fa6b  is  worthy  your  obfervation, 
the  truth  of  them  both.  He  faw  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  not 
at  Babylon,  but  at  Riblah  ;  his  eyes  were  there  put  out  :  and  he  was 
carried  to  Babylon,  yet  he  faw  it  not ;  and  thus  were  the  predi6tionS 
of  both  the  prophets  veriucd^  and  the  enigma  of  Ezekiel  explained. 

As  to  your  wonderful  difcovery  that  the  prophecy  of  Jonah  is  a 
\iook  of  fome  gentile,  "  and  that  it  has  been  written  as  a  fable,  to  ex^ 
pole  the  nonfenfe,  and  to  fatyrize  the  vicious  and  malignant  chara£ier 
ctf  a  Bible  prophet,  or  a  prcdifting  prieft,'*  I  fhall  put  it,  covered-  with 
hdkborey  for  the  fcrvice  of  its  author,  on  the  fame  fhelf  with  your  hy- 
pothefis  concerning  the  confpiracy  of  Daniel  and  Ezekiel,  and  ihall  not 
ij  another  word  about  it. 

You  conclude  your  objeftions  to  the  Old  Teftament  in  a  triumphant 
ftyle ;  an  angry  opponent  would  fay,  in  a  ftyle  of  extreme  arrogance, 
and  fottifh  felf-fufficiency. — "  I  have  gone,"  you  fay,  "  through  the 
Bible  (miftaking  here,  ^  in  other  places,  the  Old  Teftament  for  the 
Bible)  as  a  man  would  go  through  a  wood,  with  an  axe  on  his  (houU 
ders,  and  fell  trees ;  here  they  lie  ;  and  the  pricfts,  if  they  can,  may 
tcplant  them.  They  may,  perhaps,  ftick  them  in  the  ground,  but 
they  will  never  grow." —  And  is  it  poflible  that  you  fhould  think  fo 
highly  of  your  performance,  as  to  believe,  that  you  have  thereby  d»- 
molifhed  the  authority  of  a  bt>ok,  which  Newton  hirafelf  cftecmed  the 
moft  authentic  of  all  hiftories ;  which,  by  its  celcflial  light  illumine^ 
the  darkefl  ages  of  antiquity  ;  which  is  the  touch ftone  whereby  we  are 
able  t©  diftinguiJh  between  true  and  fabulous  theology,  between  the 
God  of  Ifrael,  holy,  juft,  and  good,  and  the  impure  rabble  of  heathen 
Baalim' ;  which  has  been  thought,  by  competent  judges,  to  have  af- 
forded matter  for  the  la\vs  of  Solon,  and  a  foundation  for  the  philofo- 
phy  of  Plato  ;  which  has  been  illuftrated  by  the  labour  of  learning,  in 
all  ages  and  countries  ;  and  been  admired  and  venerated  for  its  piety»  its 
fublimity,  its  veracity,  by  all  who  were  able  to  read  and  underftand  it  ? 
No,  Sir  ;  you  have  gone  indeed  through  the  wood,  with  the  befl.in- 
tcntioi^  in  the  world  to  cut  it  down ;  but  you  have  merely  buficd  your» 
ielf  in  expofing  to  vulgar  contempt  a  few  unfightly  (hrubs,  which  good 
men  had  wifely  concealed  from  public  view ;  you  have  entangled  yqur- 
felf  in  thickets  of  thorns  and  briars  ;  you  have  loft  your  way  on  tha 
mountains  of  Lebanon  ;  the  goodly  cedar-trees  whereof,  lamenting  the 
xnadnefs,  and  pitying  the  blindnefs  of  your  rage  again  ft  them,  hava 
fcomed  the  blunt  edge  and  the  bafe  temper'of  your  axe,  and  laughed 
unhurt  at  the  feeblenefs  of  your  ftroke. 

In  plain  language,  you  have  gone  through  the  Old  Teftament  hunt* 
ing  after  difficulties,  and  you  have  found  fome  real  ones  ;  thefe  you  have 
endeavoured  to  magnify  into  infurmountable  objeftions  to  the  authority 
©f  the  whole  book.  When  it  is  confidered  that  the  Old  Teftament  is 
compofed  of  feveral  books,  written  by  different  authors,  and  at  different 
periods,  from  Mofes  to  Malachi,  comprifing  an  abftra£bed  hiftory  of  a 
^ticular  nation  for  above  a  thoufand  year^  1  think  the  real  difficulties 
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which joccij^fin  it  arc  much  f(5wer,  apfl  ?f  n^"<;ll.ltfs.Jii^py^tajicc,./h|p 
could  reafonahJy  have  been  cxpefted,  ^ppatept  cnfficulties  you  ha^ 
reprdferited'asreal  ones,  with6ut  hitldng  at  tWirfaiincrcin  wHie?h  they 
have  been  explainjcd.  You  have  ridiculed  things  held  moft  farred,  and 
calumniated  chara&ers  efteemed  moft  venerable  ;  you  have  excited  the 
fcoff§  of  .the  prophane  \  increafed.  the  fceptif  i(ip  of  t,he  |^Qubt£ul  ;•  .il^^Ma 
the  faith  of  the  unJeariied  ;^  fi^ggc^^  cavils  to,  the  «'  flifputers  pfJAs 
world  ; "  aaad  perplexed  tl;ie  mmds  9f  honrft  men.  who  wipi  to;  w<^nnib 
the  God  .fi>f  thi<^  fal^hpi;?  in  fixKCpnt^  and  i^trdtH.j—lrh^  "and  more  you 
have  dow  in  gpii?g  throy^h  ^e  Old  Teljaiai^nt  V  hut  you  have  not  fo 
much  as  gjlapped  at  the,  great  deCgn  of  the  whple,  af  th^  harmony  ana 
mutual  dependabce  of  the  leveral  parts.  You  have  faidnothiriff  of  tHc 
wifdom  of  God  in  fel^fting  a  partic;ular  people  fr^m  ^hcreft  of  riian'kinc^ 
not  for  their  ovfii  fakes,  but  that  th^y  might  wjtnefs  to  the  whole  world, 
in  fuccdffive  ages,  his  exiftencfe  apd  attributes  ;'  thaj  they  might  hcVA 
inftrument  of  fubverting  idolatry,  o^.4eclanng  the*  narfie  •  of  the-  ^M 
of  Ifrael  throughout  the  whole  earth.  It  was  thrbiigH  this  tiatioh  thjft 
the  Egyptians  law  the  wonders  of  G(>d;  that  the  Cina.anites'  {yhorfi 
wickednels  had  made  a  reproach  tp  human  naturej  felt  his  judgmfents'\ 
that  the  Babylonians  iffued  their  debtees — ^^  That  ho^  flidula  dai^^to 
fpeak  arnifs  of  the  God  pf  Ifrael — that  all  (hould  fear  and  trcmWc  b^fdftj 
him  :" — and  it  is  thro'  thern.that  you  and  I,'  and  j^U'th^  world,  att  nol 
at  this  day  worfhippers  of  idols.  '  You  have  faid  nothiflig  of  thj5  gboA 
Ticis  of  God  in  pronii(u\g,  that,  tlirbugh  the  feed  of  Abraham,  all'^thfe 
nations  of  the  earth  were  t6  be  bleffed  ;  that  tbedeflrc  df  all  natiStt^ 
the  ble'fling  of  Abraham  to  the  gentiles,  ihoul4  cJdme.  Yoti  have  paflfed 
by  all  the  prophecies  refpe6ling  the  coxnit^g  of  thi  ^e^jjh  ;  tho*  thcrir 
abfolutely  fixed  the  time  of  bis  coming,  ^nd  of  his  h^mg  fcut  off ;['  di 
fcrihed  ms  office,  charaftcr,  condition,  fuffprings,  ^tid  peath,-  in  To  crr^ 
cumftahtial  a  manner,  that  we  cannot  but  be  aftobifljcd  at  ^h^  accurabjr 
of  thei'r  completion  in  the  peffon  of  jefus  of  Naiarpth.*  '  You  ha?^ 
ncgleftcd  noticing  the  teftim^qny  of  the  whole  J^wftr  ifiatJbn  to  the  truA 
both  6f  the  natural  and  miraciuipus  fafts  retorded  jft  ijic:©!d  Tdftimcn^* 
That  w^  may  \)etter  judge  of  the 'weight  of  ih&^  ikW^Soitiji  let  us^fdj*. 
pofe  that  God' (hould  now  mariifeft  himftlf  to  us^\  as  wfe  contend-hetxH 
to  the  Ifraelites  in^Egypt,  in  the  dcfart,  and  in  the  ikdA  of  Canaan^ 
»nd  thfit  H^  (lioulcT  continue  thefe^m^mf(eftatioi«»o|lhfiniBif  «o  oitir.|>oi« 
-terity  JFor  a  tftoufand  years  or  nbo^,  pninifhiik >OT'««wenrdin^j.thcm  af^ 
€or<ing  as  they  obeyed  K>t  diCobeyed  his  commands^ '  '\y4iat  Twoujsd  .yoU 
expeft  fhould  be  the  iifue  ?  Ybu  "would  'enpeft  .ilhftt'Cftir  p«ift«ri«y 
would,  in  the  rcmoteft  periods  bf  time?,  adherent© :thciar:iQod,  an<)*^ain. 
tain  againft  all  opponents  Ifh^  tiiu^h  of  the  bbdks  in  iffanehthe  ddpenft* 
•tior»  ^  God  to  us  and  <o' our'^fuccdTors  hlid'4»eciri*ncordqdj  .  iTlmy 
would  not  yield  to  the  dbjef^kionsof  men)  yfffHb^  ittiHhwiiig  exfdaencm, 
■the  feme  divine  govcfmnertt,  -Ihodld,  for  want  ^'jUci^'eltperieiiae^-rf- 
fufe  affent  to  their  teftimony.  No  ;  they  would  be  to  the  tHewlbt- 
rouriding  jgations,^  wh«t  the-.Je.ws  areH^J  uVfl/'^Hi^gef^^f  ^;c»i{Wnce 
.mdof  the^xDoral  goveVoment  of.fGod.         -  ,  -  • .       .    .    ,  •    .«        > 

[  To  ,'lfc  xontiiiti<d/y    '•',.'''  .'- '       "^ ' 
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on  the  general  Apoftafy  of  the  Christian  World. 

[  Continued  Jrom  page  244.  } 

BEFORE  I  dlfmxfe  the  Valentinian  Hctcfy,  I  muft  briefly  point  out 
feme  of  thofe  methods  which  they  fuccefsfuUy  employed  in  pro- 
pagating ancl  xnaintaining  their  errors,  and  the  loofe  and  dangerous 
pra£tices  which  followed.  I  cannot  do  this  more  effeEbqally  than  bj 
|)re(enting  th^  reader  With  a  few  fcleft  paffages  from  Tertullian  and  Irc« 
naeuS)  which  will  be  found  to  contain  refle&ions  worthy  of  the  deepeft 
Confideration* 

"  Their  method  of  perverting  the  unwary,  (iays  Tertullian,)  was 
irery  fpccious.  With  fliis  view,  they  frequently  inculcated  the  words 
ff  ouv  Lord, .  on  all.  who  were  fincerely  engaged  in  feeking  eternal  fa^ 
vatiooy  "  Seek  and  yejhalljnd."  They  however  put  a  wrong  con- 
.ftriftion  upon  them,  in  order  more  effe&ualiy  to  allure  mankind  to 
^fi^rch  into  thofe  very  opinions  which  they  had  thcmfelves  invented, 
(^ttbe  ferae  time  thcy.inmfed  into  the  people  a  fpirit  of  criminal  en. 
.i^uiry  into  fuch  things  as  were  not  fuited  to  man  in  the  prefent  ftafe  : 
«nd.tpo  many  were  in  this  way  drawn  into  ihh  fatal  fharc.'^  "  We 
luve  no  need  of  fuch  dangerous  curiofity,"  (aith  this  excellent  writer 
4n  another  place,  **  fmce  uie  Revelation  made  to  us  by  Jefus  Chrift ; 
jBor  is  there  room  for  fuch  enouirics  aftfcr  the  Gofpel  was  once  vouch, 
iafed  to  mai)«  But  tell  me,  it  we  muft  proceed  to  relearches  and  mak. 
jng  new  difcoveri^  in  retigion,  when  fliall  we  come  to  an  end  ?  Where 
Jhail  we  at  laft  fix  the  ground  of  our  faith,  or  from  what  point  fhall 
.we  iet  out  on  our  difcpveries  ?  Shall  it  be  with  Marcion,  or  his  fd- 
.lowers  ?  But  here  cpmes  Valcntinus  with  his  propofition,  "  Seek  and 
;^<  Jhall  Ji^d.y  Where  {hall  vye  find  the  end  of  our  enquiries,  in  the 
jnotiom  of.  t^  dreaming  Valentipians  ?  Apelles  attacks  me  with  the 
/kme^prctenfiooa^  and  JibioH)  and  indeed  all  others  ift  fucceflion,  with 
;i  view  only  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  my  af!e£bons,  and  with  the 
(profeft  defign  to  draw  xne  oyer  to  (heir  own  ^arty,  and  to  efpouie  their 
•nron  and  imp^eues.'y  ^ 

»  Iitmeus  not  oiily  eonfirins  the  teftimony  of  Tertullian,  but  alio 
^pves  us  a  iarthet  view>  of  their  condu^  ^^  Their  ufual  method  of  en- 
fmarJag  the  fiiAj^e  mbmbers  of  th^  church  of  Chrift,  (feith  this  writer) 
WMi^y  pieltnffiiig  to  ufi^the  fatoe  language  with  the  kithful.  Hence 
•mafiy;  undilcfittiiiiig'per&n3,  pot  awaits  of  their  fubtilty,  were  ready 
^Ibmctittics  to  tooiplain  of  their  faithful  paftqrs,  as  though  they  abflained, 
-without  juft  caufe^  &tm  ^e  communion  of  thele  men;  and  lepre* 
^fB»Md  tfaeiti,  wthout^ft^foi))  as  teachers  pf  falfe  doArines,  when 
tueveidiele&lhisjf  Jftippofedi^m.  tp  teach  the  feme  things  with  them* 
-«ves."  .        :vr.'. 

«  When  they  have  fecreeded  in  fubverting  any  from  the  faith,  by 
riieh-  infidious  queftions,  and  have  made  them  their  obedient  di^ciple^ 
tlhey  then  proceed  to  ui^ld  to  thepa  the  myfterie^  of  what  they  term, 
Jclieir  ineffable  Pleroma.-  But  fhould  any  one  venture  to  require  a  folu. 
tion  of  Aietr  difficulties,  or  prc&me  to  contradifl  them,  they  contempt 
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(iloufly  treit  him  as  one  incapable  of  tocoiving  the  tmth,  andrefufe  ti» 
&y  any  thing  &irthcr  to  him,  pronouncing  hW  to  hfi  of  the  cliiis  oC 
merely  animal  'men.  But  on  the  other  han^i  if  tny'  one,  like  a  Glklyf 
Iheep,  gives  birafelf  vrh<^ly  up  to  them,  he  ibon  partakes  of  their  unr 
Juppy  fpirit,  and  is  fuddenly  pufFcd  up  with  fuch  horrid  pride^  as  ta 
think  himielf  neither  in  heaven,  nor  on  earth,  but  as  abfolutely  admitted 
into  their  pleroma*" 

In  another  place  he  fays,  "  Since  it  is  mantfeft  that  their  principles 
and  whole  hypothefis  is  hich  as  agrees  |ieither  with  what  the  nrophettf 
preached)  rtor  our  Lord  taught,  nor  what  the  ApofUes  have  delivered 
to  us,  they  often  therefore  maintain  their  notions  oy  citing  apocryphal 
writers,  and  others  of  no  authority.     And  that  Jtheir  fi£Uons  may  not 

Spear  to  be  wholly  without  feme  kind  of  fupport  or  countenance  from 
e  teftimony  of  the  facred  Scriptures,  they  endeavour  to  adapt  other 
the  parables  of  our  Lord,  or  the  difcourfes  of  the  prophets,  or  the  words 
of  the  Apoflles,  to  their  own  principles.  In  order  to  effefl  which  they 
violate  and  diCregard  the  natural  order  and  connexion  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  rend  one  part  of  the  word  of  God  from  anoii 
ther,"  Irenaeus  gives  various  inflances  of  their  allegorising  the  figura- 
tive and  parabolical  parts  of  Scripture,  in  the  moft  extravagant  manner. 
By  this  pra6Uce,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  Scriptures  may  be  made  to 
fupport  any  thing. 

I  mud  not  fuppreis  two  or  three  pafTages  more,  which  are  ftrikingly 
charafteriftic  of  thefe  men,  who  for&king  the  way  of  truth,  and  giving 
themielves  up  to  the  fpirit  of  error,  were  led  into  the  condemnation  of 
the  devil,  and  into  all  the  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs :  nothing 
was  more  common  with  the  Valentinians,  than  t»  arrogate  excluiivelyy 
the  title  of  "  Spiritual  men,'*  of  "  the  eleft  fised,"  and  of  men  **  con* 
fummated  and  abfolutely  perfe6t  in  knowledge."  Never  were  fuch  high 
(baring  profeflions  more  glaringly  contradii£bed  than  in  their  fpirit,  tern* 
pen,  axid  whole  deportment.  •'  Thefe  very  men,  laith  Irenaeus,  with 
all  the  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs,  affirmed  and  taught,  that 
things  were  indifferent  in  themfelves,  and  ^hat  they  were  good  or  evU 
onl^  in  the  jikigment  of  men."  On  thefe  dreadful  principles  of  Anti* 
nomian  licentioufneis,  they  gave  themfelves  up  to  work  all  undeanneff 
vith  greedinefs."  **  Many  other  detedable  and  impious  things,  faifh 
the  fame  writer,  do  they  pra6life ;  wbilc  at  the  fame  time  they  have  the 
afliirance  to  reproach  us,  who  are  careful  not  to  $Rend  eveti  in  word  or 
thought,  as  the  veriefl  fools  and  ideoU  under  heaven,  while  they  extol 
themfelves  fuperlatively,  vauntir^g  that  they  are*the  ablblutety  perfeft 
men,  and  the  feed  of  the  eIe£lion  ;  contemptuoufly  calling  the  membeit 
of  the  church  of  Chrifl,  merely  animal  men,  ineeffantly  arrogating  |p 
themielves  the  title  of  fpiritual  men,  and  is  fuch  affirming  that  it  is  iro* 
poiTible  for  them  to  partake  of  corruptioir,  do  what  thoy  may/'  Laftlyv 
"  l^hey  commonly  ate  of  things  offered  to  idols,  and  attended  the  htt^ 
then  feilivak.  Others  among  them  openly  fre()uented  thofe  cruel  (pc&tm 
dcs  which  arc  abhorred  by  God  and  man,-.^the  bloody  conflifb  of  the. 
gladiators,  and  thofe  in  which  men  were  obliged  to  fight  with  wil4 
bcafts,  till  tliey  were  cruelly  torn  in  pieces  by  them/* 

From  thefe,  and  fuch  like  fa£ls,  the  venerable  iienaeus  dt;aws  the  fol- 
Ibwmg  fad  cooclu&on :   "  Thefe  men  dou^tlefr  up  ^  cAiirariaa  of  Sa^ 
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tth,  empl^j^byiihA  Ib.dtpofe^Be  thntdh  of  Odd  «o  wprtwich  and 
icnfore"  in  differ cHt  ways.  •  The  woVld  hearing  bf  thcuf* -evil  deeds,  and 
fc'f^^ofifHg  thftf  6ir''B«n  in  the  Chriftiafl  World  are  alike,  abfolutidy  turn 
aw^y  thftir  liArs  ft6to  %he  Ttmh,  and  \^l  nfot  hear  the  preaching  of  the 
GofpeL  And  aS  they  fifequently:  fee  with  their  own  eyes,  the  evils  that 
are'a^illilly  eemiWitted  ^dngft  them,  they  cenfureand  revile  us  all,  as 
equally  guilty  ;  whereas,  in  faft,  we  have  no  communion  at  all  with 
thfcm,  neithef'in.xftir  do6lrine^  our  mofals,  nor  our  whole  convcr- 
fction."  :. 

Indeed  there  is  fufficicftt  evidence  in  various  parts  of  his  writings, 
3in<J  in  other  itioniittienfs  of  primitive  antiquity,  to  demonftrate,  that 
the  faithful  in  this  period  were  not  6nly  kept  from  the  error  of  the 
-ivicked,  btit  tfeit  ttey  likewife  fhohe  as  lights  in  the  world,  being  pat- 
terns of  faith,  p\arity,  fpirituality^  love,  meeknefs,  patience,  and  other 
chriftian  grates  and  virtues.      The  roinifters  of  religion  alfo  v^erc  rc- 
inarkable  for  theiV  loVe  of  fouls^  their  fct-vcnt  zeal  in  propagating  the 
Gof|)el,  their  watciifulncfs,  fobriety,  and  gravity,  dire£^ing  their  whole 
tticntion  to  the  great  things  of  God,  and  looking  for  the  fecond  coming 
of  our  Ldrd  Jefus  Chrift.     And  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  refled 
uporf  the  church  militant  at  this  period,  in  a  way  fcarcely  inferior  to 
that  of  the  apoftles  thenhfelves.     Of  this  the  following  (incerc,  artlcls, 
.  and.  authentic  Teftimony  is  a  very  important  proof :  il  may  be  f6tind  in 
the  fecorid  book. of  that  work  of  IrenaeUs  w>Mcb  has  been  fo  frequently 
cited  above,  and  is  to  the  foUowiilig  effe£l :   '^  Even,  to  this  very  time  it 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee  the  dead  raifed.      Many  indances  have 
been  known  amongft  the  brethren  ixi  Chrift,  in  which,  on'  any  impor- 
tant and  urgeot  occafien,  when  .the  whole  church,  in  any  place  has  been 
affembled  together  to/aikit  of  God,  with  much  faftii^  and  fupplioatioo, 
the  fpirit  of  the  decedtfed  has  again  leturned  to  our  world,  and-  re-inha^ 
bited  the  body,  and  thus  the  man  has  a^ually  been  reftored  to  the 
prayers  of  the  faints."     And  again5  fhortly  after,  he  refumes  the  fubjeft, 
9nd  teftiHes  ftill  more  ex|>rerdy,  refpefling  the  times  in  which  he  lived, 
that  "  thofe  who  were  indteed  the  true  difciples  of  the  Son. of  God, 
had  received  fuch*  Grace  from  him,  that  fome  of  th^xi  were  eoaUed 
through  his  Name,  to  perform  many  wonderful  things  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  according  as  each  had  received  the  gift  ^om  him.     For  forae 
of  them,  do.  indeed  with  great  power,  caft  out  devils,  fo  that  often 
thofe  very  perfons,  who  have  b^n  clcanfed  from  thofe  wicked  fpiriia, 
have  frequehtly  become  true  bdkvers,  and  have  afterwards  been  united 
M^jth  us  to  the  church  of  Chrift;  ..Others  have  the  knowledge  of  fu* 
tuic  events,  fee  divine  vi&ons,  and  utter  predictions  by  the  Spirit  of 
fl^ophecy.      Others,  hy  the  impofition  of  hands,  heal  the  fick,  and 
reftoire  them  to  perfefl  foundnefs.    And  as  we  have  before  teftificd,  the 
4ead  air  V  have  4]een  raffed,  and  continued  amongft  us  fpr  many  years 
«fitcr  their  re6a'fe6ben.     And  what  (hall  I  fay  more  ?     We  cannot  dc- 
-clafe  the  number  of  thofe  fpiritual  gifts  which  the  univcrfal  Church, 
throughout  the  world,  hath  received  from  God,  in  the  Name  of  our 
ILord  Jcfus  Chrift,  -who  was  verily  crucified  under  Pontius.  Pilate  ;  nor 
can  we  at  this  time  inake  known  the  various  beneficent  z€ts  which  the 
umvcrfal  chiipch  daily  performs  for  the  good  of  mankind,  in  all  nations. 
^he^'dQcetves,«d&w^  neither  doc$  ikic  fell  her  gif(s,i  nor  r^cive  rewards  far 
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diem.  As  At  freely  received  them  of  God,  fo  (he  freely  mi. 
nifters.lthem  to  others;"  And  thu&>  after  giviftg  glpry  to  the 
great  Head  of  the  Cjiurch,  for  the  grace  fo  abundantly  <;onferred 
upon  hisrayftifcal  body,  withfentiments  of  gratitude  we  take  leave, 
for  the  prefent,  of  his  venerable  fervant  and  faithful  martyr 
Iren£us«  ■  • 

[^Ta  ie  cofitmued.  J 


A  fh«t  Account  of  Mr.  Thqmas  FowtER. 

ALTHOUGH  he  had  jiot  the  benefit  of  a  religious  education, 
yet  in  early  life  his  ^lind  was  fweetly  drawn  towards  God. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  was  fo  greatly  afeefted  with  divine 
things,  that  he  frequently  went  out  into  the  fields,  and  under  the 
hedges  would  make  his  requefts  known  to  Gbd  in  prayer.  In  th-s 
holy  exercife  he  found  unfpeakable  delight,  being  often  very  much 
comforted.  Having  informed  one  of  his  companions  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  he  found  in  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  the  youth  wit- 
lir^ly  joined  him  in  this  delightful  employment.  They  weie 
greatly  favoured  with  the  prefence  of  that  God  w^hom  they  woi^ 
ftippcd,  and  fometimes  were  even  loft  in  wonder^  love,  and 
praife.  Thomas  has  frequently  fpoken  of  thofe  days  as  the  hap- 
pieft  part  of  his  life. 

But  not  having  the  advantage  of  fitting  under  a  go(pel  miniftry, 
and  being  ignorant  of  the  devices  of  Satan,  he  was'  perfuaded  to 
go  to  a  place  where  there  was  dancing :  And  although  he  did  not 
then  fee  the  finfulnefs  of  fuch  s^myfements,  yet  he  loft  all  his 
happinefs,  and  was  left  without  hope  of  ever  finding  it  again. 
He  then  endeavoured,  to  ftifle  the  cpnvidtions  of  his  confcience, 
by  dancing  and  finging  along  with  the  young  people  of  the  place 
where  he  lived.  But  thisj  inftead  of  aflFbrding  him  any  confola- 
tion,  only  increafed  his  wretchednefs.  Many  profeffors  in  thefe 
days  confidently  affirm,  that  dancing  is  not  onlyiperfeftly  innocent, 
but  highly  r^ecfeffary  4  But  how  will  they  account  for  the  expe- 
rience of  this  youth,  who  had  no  one  to  teach  him  but  God, 
^d  who  loft  a  fenfe  of  the  divine  favour,  and  all  his  peace  and 
happinefs,  by  attending  dancing  ?  Who  gave  him  wrong  ide^^s 
of  that  which  they  deem  perfc6Hy  innocent,  and  prejudiced  his 
mind  againft  an  exercife  which  it  w:as  n.ecfcffary  for  him  to  learn  ? 
was  it  not  the  Lord  himfelf,  who  h^th  faid  by  the  apoftje,  "  Ab^ 
ftajii  from  all  appearance  of  evil." 

At  laft  it  pleafed  God  to  fend  the  Methodift  preachers  to  a  viL 
lage  near  Higham- Ferrers, .  where  Thomas ,then  lived,  he  heard 
the  word,  and  it  took  deep  root  in  his  niind.      Being  effcclually 

iwajtcqcdi  h6criciuatQtbe,Lord.mtft<^4^y  of 'trouble,  and  he 
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mercifully  delivered  him  out  of  his  diflrcfs,  by  giviiig  him  a  dcafr 
fenfc  of  i^rdoning  love,  and  enabling  him  to  rejoice  in  the  God 
of  his  falvatlon. 

He  acquainted  his  lifter  wiA  the  peace  and  happinefs  which  he 
luid  found,  andihe  readily  attended  the  preaching  alfo,  and  was 
deeply  awakened.  She  mightily  wreftled  with  the  Lord  in  prayer, 
infomuch  that  tb<s  whole  family  were  greatly  alarmed,  being  afraid 
(as  has  often  been  the  cafe)  that  they  were  both  gone  mad  together. 
As  (he  fought  the  Lord  with  her  whole  heart,  flie  ibon  found  him« 
to  her  unfpeakable  comfort.  Beins  made  a  happy  witnefs  of  the 
4ov€  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  (he  became  a  pattern  o(  piety  and 
ferious  godlinefs  to  all  who  knew  her.  Being  thus  highly  favoured 
lof  God  thcmfelvesy  they  earneftly  longed  that  their  neighbours 
Ihould  hear  the  word  of  life  alfo  ;  they  therefore  kivitcd  the 
preachers  to  JHigham- Ferrers,  where  the  Lord  has  raifed  up  a 
people  for  the  honour  of  his  holy  name,  and  where  many  of  the 
inhabitants  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation. 

By  the  providence  of  God,  Thomas  was  Brought  to  London, 
where  he  joined  our  fociety.  The  preachers  having  recommended 
it  to  the  young  people  to  improve  themfelves  in  finging,  he  rca* 
^ly  united  with  them,  and  was  by  them  much  efteemed.  Here 
it  was  that  he  contra<^ed  an  acquaintance  with  my  daughter,  who 
afterwards  became  hi^  wife.  The  firft  time  he  faw  her,  his  mind 
was  much  afFefted  ;  neverthelefs,  fuch  was  his  prudence,  and  of 
fuch  imjportance  did  he  think  an  affair  of  this  kind  to  be,  that  he 
never  mentioned  it  to  her,  till  he  was  fully  fatisfied  in  his  own 
mind  that  it  was  agreeable  to  the  Will  of  God  ;  and  in  o;rder  to 
this,  he  made  it  a  qnatter  of  prayer  for  a  whole  year.  Thi^  hid 
the  foundation  for  that  happy  union  which  afterwards  took  place. 
Were  all  our  young  people  equally  prudent,  and  gave  themfelves 
up  to  prayer  on  fuch  occafions^  we  mould  have  more  happy  mar- 
riages than  wc  have  hitherto  had* 

Some  time  before  his  death  the  Lord  gave  him  frequent  tokens 
of  his  approaching  diifolution ;  but  he  was  in  no  wife  diftreifed 
on  this  account,  well  knowing  in  whom  he  had  believed^  and  aU 
ways  retaining  a  fenfc  of  the  love  of  God,  from  the  time  he  firft 
enjoyed  that  unfpeakable  blefling  :  Yet  he  was  often  in  heavinefs, 
the  corruptible  body  prefting  down  the  foul ;  and  he  was  likewife 
much  affcAcd  on  account  of  a  beloved  wife  and  two  children,  to 
whom  he  could  give  little  fupport,  by  reafon  of  his  bodily  infir- 
mities. But  even  in  this,  he  was  more  than  conqueror ;  for 
when  he  was  called  to  thp  laft  fevere  trial,  he  expreffed  great 
thankfulnefs,  that  all  anxie^  was  entirely  taken  away,  and  that 
>e  could  cheerfully  commit  Iiimfelf  into  die  hand  of  (jrod.  Thi$ 
was  a  Rcjytxia}  indeed,  fuch  as  I  was  never  before  witnef$  of  ^  for 
jilthough  be  was  now  fo  weak  that  he  could  fcarcely  move,  yet 
fcs;hW43  thp  agony  of  bi(  bpdjTi  tbgt  iwwl  Wucd  from  every 
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{ore,  and  bis  diftrefling  gioans  were  heard  all  over  the  houfe« 
Being  afraid  that  he  fhould  lofe  the  ufe  of  his  reafon,  he  defired 
all  prefent  to  pray  for  him  ;  and  he  was  heard  in  that  which  he 
feared  ;  for  the  Lord  gave  him  firength  according  to  his  daty. 
He  then  took  an  afFe£tionate  leave  of  his  wife  and  children,  taty^ 
ing,  "  If  the  pain  (hould  return  as  violent  as  before,  then  I  majr 
<<  be  deprived  of  my  reafon,  if  not  of  my  life  too  ;  but  I  am 
<<  going,  to  heaven,  .and  to  that  happy  place  I  intreat  you  all  to 
<^  follow  me ;  and  I  hope  my  friends  will  be  kind  to  my  poor 
«  children  when  I  am  gone."  I  aiked  him.  Is  Chrift  preciout 
to  you  ?  He  anfwered,  "  Yes,  he  is ;  he  has  manifbfled  himlelf 
«*  afrefli  to  my  foul ;  and  I  have  no  fear  of  death ;  I  (hall  iboa 
"  be  in  heaven.'*  He  then  delired  me  to  put  up  a  bill  at  th© 
Chapel,  defiring  the  prayers  of  the  congregation.  I  a(ked  him,^ 
What  he  wifticd  us  to  pray  for  ?  He  anfwered,  "  That  God 
''  would  fully  accompliih  his  work  in  my  foul.*^ 

AU-  the  day  on  Sunday  he  was  in  a  fweet  frame  of  mind  ;  ai|d 
bring  aiked.  If  he  knew -what  day  it  was?  he  anfwered,  "  Yes  : 
"  I  have  already  tafted  the  fwectnefs  of  it.**  On  Mc«iday  h^ 
called  his  mother-in-law  to  him,  and  faid,  **  O  mother,^  it  the 
<<  work  was  now  to  do,  what  fhould  I  do  ?  But  I  have  a  God 
*'  to  go  to :  Chrift  is  precious  ;  and  this  is  all  I  (hall  ever  have 
««  to  fuffcr." 

In  the  evening  the  pain  again  returned.  He  ciied  out  In  an 
ftgony,  **  Come,  Lprdlefus,  come  quickly."  The  violence  of 
the  (Kun  deprived  him  of  his  reafon,  yet  h^  was  preferved  froii\ 
faying  any  thing  unbecoming  a  Chriftian.  AU  who  were  pre« 
fent  were  conftrained  to  cry  mightily  to  the  Lord  for  help  in  tt^ 
dme  of  trouble.  He  gracioufly  heard  their  prayer,  and  feat  re* 
lief  to  his  feryant.  For  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  lay  quite 
dill,  and  then  rendered  up  his  foul  into  the  hgnds  of  his  gracious 
Redeemer. 

Thus  died  Thomas  Fowler,  in  the  a7th  year  of  his  age, 
March  6,  1797*  A  faithful  chriftian  friendy  a  moft  affe£tionatc 
Mband,  and  a  tender  parent. 

Xhomai^  Roylani>. 

The  conversion  or  a  DBSST 
To  Mr.  Benjamin  Rh9PE»j  Preacher  of  the  Cof^el, 

Dear  Sir, 

AGREEABLE  to  your  wqueft,  I  here  prefept  you  with  a 
(hort  detail  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  mjr  foul,  which  if 
Imthiidc  will  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  caufe  oC  Truths  I  have  w 
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«feje6lion'to  ybiir  makif^  it  puMic.  I  fiever  could  Aattbr  m^ll 
<hat  myCoiiveffion  woald  itisdk^  any  ferioos  ioiprefficm  upon  die^ 
lleait  of  aiiy  obftin^te  Di»ft ;  but  if  k  iliouM  pleafe  the  Lord  to 
attend  a  relation  of  my  ^xperiaicc  witfi  Ids  bi^ng,  1  have  caufe 
to  hopfe  tfeat  it  may  be  ^  mean  of  ft  wngtheningfome,  wfco  are  al- 
ready-convinced of  the  divirte  ifriiths-  of  the.Go!^!';  and  at.tfe« 
fame  tiin6  the  ftubbotn  ojpptfd*^  of  KeveaAed  ReMgion  nvay  her6 
fee  a  ftriking  inffsnee  of  God's  fpariftg  mercf .  • 

My  father  and  mother  virere  b6th  members  of  the  eftabltftie^ 
Church,  and,  I  believe,  *teal6ili5  for  its  welfafe  ;  efpeciaily  my 
father,  who  always  looted  upOn'  himfelf  as  bound  in  duty  to 
maintairi  it^  ihterefts  Agaiftft  ^Tl  oppofition.  ft  often  affords  mf 
fatisfadidh  to  indulge  ihj^elf  iri  a  pleaflng  retrofped  of  the  many 
evenings  my  dear  tattitfr  Jpe^r^t  in  inftru^ing  my  young  mina 
in  good  and  nioral  precepts,,  and  teaching  me  to  obferve  ftridly 
the  Chriftian  religion,  Ivhich  he  taught  me  as  a  mere  fyftem  ot 
fcthic6. 

However  I  knew  nothifig  6f  the  principled  of  any  denomiiwtioA 
of  Chriftians,  until  iny  father  had  been  dead  about  a  year,  When 
%  w'as  bound  apprentice  to  a  Sodinian,  and  by  attending  the  Uni- 
tarian Chapel,  and  the  frequent  exhortations  from  the  minifter| 
Ihe  k'ev.  Henry  Toulmln,  a  worthy  man*  and,  I  believe,  if  ever 
thei'e  was  a  fincere  enquirer  after  Truth,  it  was  this  induftrious 
paftbr ;  feut,  alas,  he  txiok  Wrong  meafures  to  accomplilh  fo  defir- 
able  an  oWdft.  And  hfere  was  laid  the  foundation  of  didf©  errors 
in  Which  1  Wa«  atfterWards  involved  :  Hctt  I  was  tau^  to  fet  my 
t>wn  feafon  above  ^Very  other  aid  which  God  has  afforded  to,man: 
Herfe  I  was  <lboh  initfatfcd  into  the  falfe  dogma  of  Socinianifin  i 
Here  nay  young  mind  ^*as  ^  once  led  into  grofs  errors :  In  fhorL 
•heire  werefown  the  fe^ds  of  infidelity  in  my  heart,  which  I  cuk 
tivated. pretty  much  by-the  reading  of  Pricfticy,  Hopton,  Hey-  . 
neas,  and  others,  upon  the  fubjeflk  of  Unitarianifm.  In  thcfe 
books  the  reafoncngs  appeared  fo,  {daufible,  that  I  really  thought 
it  a  fpeci^s  of  the.grbfleft  bklphehAy  to  aflei^  the  exigence  of  a 
Trinity  of  perfons  in  the  Godhead*.  Accordii^ly,  thcfe  fid>Uaik 
truths  I  treated  with  tht  utmoft  indignity  ;  I  ridiculed  them  in 
every  place  where  I  had  an  opportunity ;  they  afforded  me  fubject 
matter  of  entertainment  upon  ail  occofions ;  •  I  read  the  Creed  of 
St.  Athanafius  in  the  fame  manner  I  read  Tookes  Pantheon^  for  I 
regarded  them  both  as  alike  ^^toneous.  In  thia  manner  I  went 
on  a  confiderable  time,  attacking  Trinitarians  of  every.  fe<St,  that 
camd  in  my  way.  But  Wh^t  gave  the  finifHng  to  all  this,  and 
hurried  me  nearer  and  nearer  the  gulf  of  infidelity,  was  railing 
Dr.  Prieftley's  Difquifitions  on  Matter  and  Spirit ;  thefe  books, 
•iSh,  fettled  the  whole  aftarr  ;  and  at  once  gave  my  foul  to  the  duft 
along  with  my  body  !  Don't  you  think.  Sir,  this  was  the  har- 
binger oif  Deifm  ?    At  leaft  I  have  looked  upon  it  as  fuch  «v<r 
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foce.  Indeed  it  has  a  ftiting  refemblance  of  it,  .  If  it  be  not  the 
thing  itfelf  it  is-  its  hieroglyphic,  Tif  I  may  be  allowed  the  fimile.) 
Now  I  had  a  new  fubje£l  to  amuie  myfelf  with,  viz.  the  doctrine 
Qf  an  immaterial  fouL  With  this  I  took  more  freedom  (if  pof- 
fible)  than  with  the  adorable  Trinity,  For  a  perfon  to  have,  a 
fomething  within  himfelf  which  neither  himfelf  nor  the  anato- 
Uiifts  could  difcem, — I  thought  a  min  muft  be  out  of  his  fenfes 
to  believe.  Here  Hartley's  Theory  pf  the  Human  Mind,  toge- 
ther with  fomc  of  Hobbes'  and  Wollafton's  compofitions,  were  of 
Dcmarkable  help  to  me  (for,  mark,  I  never  read  any  on  the  other 
Ijde  of  tjie  queftion,  except  fuch  as  the  good  Do6tor  had  handled 
pretty  ftiarply,  and  from  whom,  by  being  previoufly  armed,  V 
V^s  not  in  the  kaft  danger  of  being  hurt,  (as  I  called  it.)  I  am 
often  furprifcd,  that  whilft  I  was  engaged  in  a  perufal  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  works,  all  which  denied  a  part  (and  moft — ^all)  of  the 
Bible,  that  I  was  never  led  into  either  Deifm  or  Atheifm.  But 
it  was  this  Materialifm  that  engaged  my  whole  attention,  and  I 
ijiay  add,  my  afFe<5ions  too,  for  abqut  fix  years  :  But  in  that  time 
J  was  often  taken  up  by  frequent  difputes  with  my  neighbours 
upon  politics,  and  compofing  pieces  of  fatire,  fongs,  &c.  to  di- 
vert my  companions  and  amufe  myfelf.  Sometimes  indeed  I  em- 
ployed my  mufe  upon  moral  or  religious  fubjeiSs,  particularly  an 
Ode  on  Day,  which  I  think  was  of  more  fervicc  to  me  than  alj 
the  pieces  I  cvpr  wrote,  except  one,  in  which  I  endeavoured  to 
defcribe  the  tranfitorinefs  of  time,  compared  to  eternity  ;  under 
the  in^taphor  rf  the  mower,  I  defcribed  the  fhortnefs  of  all  hu- 
man enjoyments,  the  bell  6f  which  never  fail  to  leave  a  fting  be- 
hind; But  in  defcribing  a  Thunder  Storm,  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  make  fome  fenfible  imprcffions  gn  my  mind  of  my  finful  ftate, 
which  continued  to  harrafs  me  for  fome  time  :  Yet  ever  fince 
this,  and  often  before,  J  have  had  frequent  drawings  of  the  Fa- 
ther of  Mercies  ;  but,  alas  !  they  have  all  foon  worn  off,  and 
\  have  given  myfelf  up  to  fin  with  greater  6arneftnefs  than  ever. 

I  was  going  on  in  this  mad  career  of  wickednefs,  when  one 
day,  99  I  was  reading  the  Englilh  Chronicle,  (a  London  news- 
paper), I  obferved  a  column  filled  with  an  extraft  from  a  book 
written  by  Thbma^  Paine,  entitled  <<  The  Age  of  Reafon  ;'*  iand 
notwithftanding  the  editor  of  the  Paper  had  inferted  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  doftrines  qontained  in  that  book,  by  way  of  antidote 
:»gainft  Its  ppifoH,"^  yet  I  drank  in  its  principles,  as  eagerly  as  the 
parched  jground  ^rink^  in  the  falling  (bowers  :  Tired  with  the 
galling  yoke  oi  Chf  iftianity,  I  had  now  a  fine  opportunity  to  get 
rid  of'  it  at' once.  **  Nothing  appeared  ipore  reafonable  than  what 
he  faid  in  this  fliort  extraftj  ';?^hich  contained  Mr.  Paine*s  Creed, 
(cxcufc  the  term,  for  he  has  one.)  <<  I  believe,"  fays  he,  <<  in 
oneXiiod,  and  no  more,  and  I  hope  for  happinefJB  beyond  this 
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life  ;  I  believe  in  the  equiUty  of  man,"  &c.  Well,  thought  X$ 
if  he  believe  this,  it  is  enough,  what  further  need  have  I  to  be- 
lieve any  thing  itiore  than  this  ?  *<  But,'*  fays  this  ingenious  au*  - 
thor,  '*  left  it  fhould  be  thought  I  bfelieve  many  things  in  addition 
to  thefe,  I  (hall  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  Ihew  what  I  do  not 
believe,  and  my  reafons  for  not  believing  them."  "  I  do  not^, 
he  adds,  believe  iri  the  Romifti  church,  in  the  Proteftant  church, 
in  the  Jewifh  church,  nor  in  any  church  that  I  know  of;  my  own 
mind  is  my  own  church."  This  fettled  the  point  at  once ;  this  I 
iialled  a  fair  and  impartial  declaration  of  his  fentiments,  and  I 
was  perfuaded  he  faid  all  this  from  a  pure  motive  of  good :  What 
he  did,  I  know  not,  but  was  not  this  mode  of  reafoning  very  en- 
gaging  in  the  cars  of  a  Socinian  ?  I  am  fure  it  was  in  mine* 
Revelation  muft  now  give  way  to  human  reafon  ;  and  after  very 
little  hefitation,  I  gave  up  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures,  believing 
that  they  had  nothing  of  divine  infpiration  in  them.  It  was  not 
16ng  before  I  had  the  misfortune  to  procure  Mr,  Paine's  book, 
which  at  once  funk  me  into  all  the  madnefs  of  rank  infidelity.  I* 
immediately  difpatched  my  books  upon  Socinianifm,  to  give  room 
for  their  near  relation,  "  The  Age  of  Reafon  : "  And  I  now  at- 
tacked the  Socinians  with  as  much  warmth  as  I  had  done  the  Tri- 
nitarians before  ;  and  I  had  foon  a  fet  of  Deifts  to  laugh  with  mcf 
over  Painfe's  buffoonery.  Smart  repartees,  and  witty  fayings  now 
became  as  prevalent  among  us,  as  oaths  at  a  public  houfe :  And 
our  language,  when  talking  about  the  great  truths  of  the  Bible, 
was  little  better  than  Billingfgate  rhetoric,  all  which  We  had 
learned  from  "  The  Age  of  Reafon  !  "  It  is  with  Ihame  an4 
confufion  of  face  I  acknowledge  it,  I  know  not  whether  a  doubt 
ever  arofe  in  my  mind  refpeding  the  truth  of  what  I  believed. 
But  being  prepoffeffed  in  favour  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  I  thought  I 
would  in  fome  meafure  abate,  until  I  fhould  fee  if  the  Dodor 
Would  not  attempt  an  anfwer  to  **  The  Age  of  Reafon ;  "  vainly 
imagining,  that  if  he  tould  not  anfwer  Paine*s  objedtions,  non^ 
couWl 

It  was  fome  time  before  I  had  the  opportunity  of  pcrufing  the 
Doftor's  Anfwer,  which  when  I  had  done,  was  not  iti  the  leaft 
fatisfaftory  to  mc.  Here  then  was  a  completion  of  the  vidlory  I 
had  gained  over  Chriftianity.  Nothing  now  ftood  iii  the  way  to 
prevent  my  committing  my  Bible  to  the  flames  ;  the  which,  one  of 
my  fellow- labourers  in  the  work  of  infidelity  did  do.  Indeed, 
Sir,  ihy  neighbours,  and  almoft  all  who  knew  me  in  the  village 
where  I  lived,  regarded  me  as  little  lefs  than  a  devil  incarnate, 
I  was  hated  and  dcfpifed,  and  very  often  accufed  of  things  I  was 
not  guilty  of ;  this  did  not  leffen  my  prejudices,  but  rather 
incrcafed  them.  I  triumphed  in  perfecution,  (as  I  called  it), 
Biit  my  new  dodrines  had  not  fufficient  influence  over  me,  to  prer 
Vent;  my  burfting  out  frequently  into  violent  ftorma  of  imger,  hit- 
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lerl^r  in^eighk^  againft  my  accufers^  many  i;£  ivhc^  ^<m\A  not 
bear  it,  gny  more  than  Aiyfelf. 

Whilft  I  lived  this  life  of  ttiadnefe,  Which  continued  about 
three  yearS)  I  was  very  often  accufed  by  my  confcience  ;  fome- 
thing  was  c<xitinually  upbraiding  me  with  ray  wicked  courTe  of 
life.  Indeed  to  enumerate  my  fins  would  be  impoflible ;  I  fcarce 
know  a  crime  which  generally  goes  by  the  name  of  a  little  one, 
of  which  I  was  not  guilty  :  The  important  duty  of  prayer  I' en- 
tirely negle^ed;,  becaufe  Thongs  Paine  faid,  prayer  was  "  an 
attempt  to  make  the  Almighty  change  his  mind  x  '*  I  concluded 
nothing  was  neceffary  but  a  calm  refignation  to  the  will  of  Pro* 
videnec,  or  rather,  of  God*  as  I  did  not  believe  much  in  a  pro- 
vidence. This  natural  religion  could  not  alleviate  my  mifery^ 
for  altho*  I  appeared  jovial  and  merry  amongft  my  companions, 
yet  if  ever  I  was  left  to  myfelf,  I  was  feverely  ftung  with  bitter 
Jreproaches.  I  had  a  fomething  within,  which  was  continually 
tormentmg  me,  and  would  not  fuffer  me  to  go  on  in  firt  quietly. 
But  this  I  baffled  alfo,  by  imagining  it  was  my  own  reafon.  Yet 
It  had  not  fufficient  influence  to  induce  me  to  hate  fin.  No  :  I 
had  built  a  houfe  upon  the  fand,  which  whenever  the  floods  of 
temptation  came  upon  it,  it  immediately  fell.  My  troubled  foul 
Was  in  continual  agitation,  and  I  experienced  the  truth  of  that 
fcripture,  ^*  The  wicked  arc  like  the  troubled  fea,  calling  up  mirt 
and  dirt.*' 

Having  one  night  got  very  much  intoxicated,  I  wa§  led  into 
other  crimes  too  fliocking  to  mention,  the  which  my  neighbours 
tather  magniiied,  but  which  I  had  not  power  to  contradict.  For 
in  the  morning,  what  with  fhame  of  my  own  condud,  arid  the^ 
gnawing  pangs  of  a  guilty  confcience,  I  was  made,  I  think,  one 
of  the  moft  miferable  wretches  that  ever  cxiftcd.  The  arrows  of 
remprfe  that  ftuck  faft  in  my  foul  had  well  nigh  driven  mc  to  dif- 
tradfion ;  debarred,  as  I  thought,  from  the  benefits  of  making 
tnj  fupplication  unto  God  in  prayeV,  and  filled  with  fliarae  of  my 
neighbours,  nothing  appeared  on  every  fide  but  confufion  and  mi-, 
fery.  I  now  formed  the  dreadful  refolution  of  laying  violent 
hands  .upon  myfelf,  and  fo  at  once  rid  myfelf  of  the  anguifh  of 
my  foul,  and  the  fhame  of  meeting  my  companions.  O  how  I 
longed  to  pray,  but  could  not ;  niy  heart  feemcd  fteeled  againft  it, 
and  I  verily  thought  that  if  ever  God  had  predeftinated  any  one  to 
be  miferable,  it  was  myfelf.  I  proceeded  to  put  my  diabolical 
fcheme  into  execution.  I  arranged  my  affairs  as  well  as  I  could^ 
Which  confified  chiefly  in  difpofing  of  my  books.  I  wrote  a  letter 
to  a  particular  friend,  a  Deifl,  to  inform  him  of  my  affairs  and 
refolution;  when  a  thought  ftruckme,  that  he  might  perhaps 
read  it,  before  1  Had  time  to  commit  the  horrid  a(3:,  and  as  this 
might  lead  to  a  difcovery  of  my  intentions,  I  fliould  not  only  bo 
prevented,  but  ever  afterwards  be  looked  upon  as  a  poor  rneaa 

R  r  ^  fpiriti^ 


'XgS  Ac<;oUnt  of  MxilY  Travis; 

fpirited  coWar4  ;  befides,  I  thoiight  by  fuch  an  unnatural  aQ,  t 
fliould  confiderably  hurt  the  caufe  of  Deifm,  (which  I  called 
truth).  Under  thef6  confideratioits  I  deftroyed  the  letter,  and 
immediately  wrote  another,  informing  my  friend  I.  was  about 
leaving  the  country,  until  fuch  time  as  ihame  (hould  be  worn  off, 
amd  the  ftorm  overblown.  With  this  determination,  I  formed  a 
refolution  of  regulating  my  courfc  of  lifej  that  I  might  no  mortf 
be  involved  in  fuch  difficulties  and  troubles^  My  intention  was 
now  to  live  as  retired  as  pofTible,  and  I  thought,  that  if  I  could 
be  virtuous,  and  live  in  a  ftate  of  folitude,  I  fhould  find  that 
happinefs  I  fo  much  wanted,  yet  never  experienced*  I  had  often 
read  of  oriental  felicity^  and  as  often  have  I  envied  the  old  her- 
mits and  anchorites  their  happinefs.  This  thought  for  a  moment 
pleafed  me,  and  /diverted  my  fancy  from  the  horrid  ideas  I  had 
formed  of  felf-deftruSion.  I  recoUcded  my  lituation  ;  I  wa» 
young,  and  in  health,  and  "  the  world  was  all  before  me  where 
to  choofe*"  But  to  live  retired  I  knew  impoflible  j  I  therefort 
i€t  jrmined  to  go  to  Manchcfter* 
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FOR  twenty  years  (he  lived,  as  mofl:  young  jpeople  do  who  are 
ftrangers  to  thenifelves  and  to  the  God  of  their  Salvation ; 
altho*  (he  was  rather  of  a  moral  fober  turn,  arid  not  fo  giddy  as 
many  of  her  neighbours.  In  the  year  1784,  ftie  happened  to 
hear  a  fermon  from  Luke  x.  42,  '*  Une  thing  is  needful :  *'  Undet 
tliat  difcourfe  God  opened  her  eyes,  and  let  her  fee  that  fhe  wanted 
that  one  thing ,  namely^  the  falvation  of  her  foul.  As  fhe  lived 
near  five  miles  fronn  the  preaching-houfe,  and  having  no  dompany, 
it  was  fome  time  before  fhe  attended  conftaritly^  However,  her 
hungry  foul  wanted  the  bread  of  life ;  fhe  fought  after  it ;  fhe 
heard  the  word,  and  foudn  it  fpirit  and  life.  She  had  much  oppo-* 
fition  to  firugele  with ;  her  companions,  indeed,  fhe  readily  gave 
up,  difregardmg  the  fcom  and  contempt  which  fhe  met  with  from 
that  quarter  :  But  her  father  was  very  much  preijudiced  againrt 
this  new  religion^  Her  eldeft  brother  likewife  w^  much  averfc 
to  the  change  which  had  taken  place  In  his  fifter,  strtd  in  fhort,  all 
the  neighbourhood^  were  againft  her  ;  neverthelefs  fhe  held  on  her 
way.  She  Wait  diligent  in  bufinefs,  yet  fervent  irt  fpirit.  She 
joined  the  little  fociety,  and  tho*  fhe  had  near  five  miles  of  rug- 
ged road  to  travel  alone,  yet  neither  dark  nights,  flormy  weather, 
nor  bad  roads,  prevented  her  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace. 
God,  had  given  her  a  good  conftitution,  and  fhe  did  not  fpare  her- 
fclf,  but  was  Ihftant  in  fcafon  and  out  of  feafon,  fo  that  whoever 
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tfett  wanting,  her  place  Was  not  empty;  But  ftill  fhe  weilt  on 
teburhing  ;  (he  was  not  at  liberty  in  her  foul,  HoweHrer,  the 
fighing  of  the  prifoner  afcended  up  before  the  Lord  ;  he  did  nor 
forget  his  own  promife,  "  They  that  fow  in  tears  fhall  reap  in 
joy :  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  feed,  fhall 
doubtlefs  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  fhcavcs  with 
Iiimj"  Pfa.  cxxvi.  5,  6.  Our  Lord  declares,  Bleffe4  are  they  that 
muhi^  for  they  /ball  be  comforted. 

In  Match  1788,  being  at  a  meeting  where  feveral  were  fct  at 
liberty,  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  look  upon  her  alfo,  and  fpeak 
peace  td  het  fouL  I  was  therl  in  the  circuit,  and  being  at  Saddle-* 
worth  the  night  after,  her  heart  was  quite  full ;  fhe  ran  up  Itairs, 
and  throwing  open  the  room  door,  cried  out  in  an  ecftafy  of  joy, 
"  Mr.  Taylor !  God  has  pardoned  my  fins  ! "  She  could  not 
find  words  to  exprefs  the  fenfe  which  fhe  had  of  the  divine  favour^ 
Several  being  fprefent,  we  joined  in  giving  God  thanks  for  hv$ 
pardoning  mercy  to  her  :  And,  I  believe  fhi never  lofl  her  confi- 
dence to  her  laft  moment,  but  fleadily  endured  to  the  end* 

In  MaTch  1790,  fhe  was  married  to  a  ferious  young  man  in  the! 
fociety  ;  and  kind  Providence  bleflfed  them  both  in  their  fouls  and 
In  their  circumftances.  She  bore  three  children,  and  her  condu<ft^ 
both  as  a  mother,  a  wife,  and  a  neighbour,  was  becoming  the 
profeffion  which  fhe  made,  fo  that  fhe  was  much  efteemed  by  all 
her  neighbours  and  acquaintance  ;  for  although  at  her  firft  fetting 
but  fhe  met  with  much  oppofition,  yet  in  time,  her  chriltian  de- 
jwrtment  made  her  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  her  ;  and  though 
Vhen  fhe  firflbeffan^  fhe  travelled  alone,  yet  now  there  are  two 
claffes  In  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  the  work  is  increafing.  She 
Was  bleffed  with  an  extraordinary  gift  In  prayer,  fo  that  when  fhe 
exetcifed  that  gift,  whether  in  the  clafs  or  at  a  prayer-meeting,  it 
was  always  attended  with  a  blefling  to  moft  who  were  prefent. 

The  parifh  of  Saddleworth  lies  chiefly  in  a  valley  of  great  ex-* 
tent,  furrouhded  on  all  fides  with  high  hills  or  mountains,  which 
in  many  places  are  fo  ftecp  that  there  is  no  afcending  them  ;  but 
there  are  fome  openings,  partly  by  nature,  and  partly  by  much 
labour,  fo  that  feveral  turnpike-roads  in  different  diredtions  arc 
made,  through  the  country.  The  valley  itfelf  abounds  with  hills, 
of  a  leffer  fize*  A  fmall  river  runs  in  various  windings  from  end 
to  end,  receiving  many  little  flreams  as  it  paffes  along.  Being  «  ^ 
raanufafturing  country  it  is  full  of  inhabitants.  Our  chapel  is  in 
the  principal  village  called  Delph ;  but  the  fociety  being  difperfed 
all  over  the  parifh,  they  are  divided  into  different  claflbs  accord- 
ing to  their  refpc6tive  places  of  abode,  and  all  meet  at  Delph  on 
the  Lord's-day,  to  hear  the  word  and  receive  the  Lord's-Supper 
when'it  is  cclebiited.  Once  a  month,  it  is  a  cuftom  for  two  or 
three  claffes  to  meet  together  for  prayer,  and  between  whiles,  any 
perfon  is  at  liberty  to  fpeak  a  word  of  experience,^    This  affembly 


Aey  term,  a  felJow/hip^muting,  In  thefe  meeting^  our  (ider  inMr 
xemarkably  ireful ,  and  in  particular  the  laft  (he  attended,  which 
was  about  a  month  before  her  death. 

It  IS  well  known,  that  in  Lancalhire,  and  forte  part«  of  York- 
Ihire,  the  fincere  followers  of  Chrift  have  lately  been  much  dif-. 
turbed  by  inflammatory  papers  and' pamphlets  of  different  kinds  ; 
moftof  which,  it  is  greatly  to  be  feiired,  are  wrote  by  profeffors 
who  have  loft  their  firft  love  and  fallen  from  their  ftedfaftncfs* 
Being  unhappy  themfelves,  and  averfe  to  return  again  unto  God 
by  heart-repentance,  they  endeavour,  (tho*  perhaps  without  ad- 
verting to  the  drift  of  their  own  defigns)  to  infufe  into  the  mind$ 
of  others  the  fame  wretchcdnefs  with  which  they  are  tormented* 
For  this  purpofc  they  raife  a  great  out-cry  about  religims  Liberty  ! 
And  imder  the  cover  of  this  clamour,  endeavour  to  render  the 
minds  of  people  cvil-affe<Sked  towards  the  preachers.  Whert 
their  malevolent  and  pernicious  infinuations  have  taken  place, 
much  harm  has  been  done  for  a  feafon ;  arid  many,  who  were 
once  upright  suid  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  peace  and  love  of 
God,  are  now  dreadfully  fallen !  Great  exertions  were  made  to 
introduce  that  deftruftive  poifon  into  Saddleworth,  apd  fome  few 
Were  beginning  to  feel  its  baneful  effedls.  As  foon  as  lifter  Travis 
heard  thcfe  bad  tidings,  (he  was  greatly  afflifted.  She  wept  all 
the  day,  and  in  the  evening  attend^  the  fcllowfhip-meeting,  which 
proved  a  general  blefling,  fo  that'  the  fnare  was  broken,  2ie  work 
revived,  and  there  is  now  fuch  a  profpedl  vo^  Saddleworth  as  was 
never  known# 

In  1795,  (he  had  a  fevcre  illncfs,  and  for  a  time  it  was  thou^ 
Ihe  would  die  ;  but  that  word  was  applied,  *'  This  licknefs  is  not 
unto  death  ;  *'  fhe  believed  the  word,  and  recovered.  '  She  was 
feixed  with  her  laft  ficknefs  on  the  23d  of  January.  I  was  at  their 
houfe  at  the  time :  medical  afliftance  was  procured,  but  to  nopur^ 
pofe..  All  her  limbs  were  gradually  affe<Sted,  fo  that  flie  was  quite 
helplefs ;  yet  none  thought  that  (he  wouW  die  except  herfelf ;  for 
Ihe  was  confident  ftie  fliould  not  recover.  On  the  31ft,  in  the 
morning,  (he  wiflied  to  (ee  her  eldcft  brother,  whofe  (alvation  (he 
very  much  defired.  Being  afked.  Why  (he  wanted  toffee  him  ? 
(he  anfwered,  "  That  I  may  tell  him  how  happy  I  am."  Her 
brother  being  fent  for,  (heexpre(red  much  thankfulnefs,  and  begaq 
tQ  fing> 

"  Now  I  have  found  the  ground  wherein 
N  My  foul's  fore  anchor  may  remain  j 

The  wounds  of  Jesus  for  my  (in, 

Before  the  world's  foundation  flaln : 
Whofe  mercy  fhall  un(haken  ftay. 
When  heaven  and  earth  are  fled  away." 
She  defired  one  of  our  fifters  to  take  her  youngeft  chiidy  which. 
was  only  la  weeks  old,  and  nurfe  it*     Her  two  little  daughters. 

came 
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temc  to  take  leave  of  her,  and  (he  faid,  **  I  give  you  tjp  to 
God,"  She  was  exceeding  ill  in  the  night.  About  3  o'clock  (he 
called  her  hulband,  and  faid,  "  O  John  !  I  never  had  fuch  views 
"  of  heaven  and  divine  things  in  all  my  life  !  "  She  then  re-i 
peated, 

"  I  the  good  fight  of  faith  have  fought^ 

"  O  when  fhall  I  declare  ? 
"  The  vidory  by  my  Saviour  got, 
<^  I  long  with  Paul  to  fhare  [^ 
She  then  faid,  **  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove !    then  would  I 
fly  away," — Here  her  voice  failed  ;    and  about  ten  o*clock  (he 
expired,  without  (igh  or  groan,   Feb.  i,  1797,  having  the  night 
before  completed  the  34th  year  of  her  age.     May  my  laft  end  bq 
like  hers. 

T.  Taylor* 


T9  the  Editor  of  the  Methodift  Magazine. 

Stockport,  Dec;  28,  1796-K    - 
My  dear  Sir, 

N  my  return  from  London,  in  Auguft  laft,  at  the  requcft 
of  fome  of  the  Committee  of  the  Sunday-School  in  Stock* 
port,  I  preached  a  Funeral  Sermon,  on  the  Death  of  Ann 
Clowes,  from  thefe  words,  **  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is 
*'  vain ;  but  a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  (he  (hall  be  praif- 
"  ed."  I  have  fince  collected  a  (hort  account  of  her  experi- 
ence and  death,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  a  place 
in  the  Magazine.' 

J.  Brettejll^ 

Ann  Clowes  was  born  at  Sandbach  in  Che(hire,  in  1776. 
When  (he  was.  about  a  year  old,  her  parents  removed  to  Stock- 
port, where  (he  was  early  taught  to  read  the  Scriptures,  and  fome- 
times  manifefted  a  peculiar  regard  to' the  truths  contained  therein.^ 
She  was  naturally  of  a  moft  amiable  difpofition,  comely  and  mo* 
deft  in  her  perfon,  clean,  neat,  and  diligent  in  her  ftation  of  life ; 
But  ^at  marked  her  general  character  moft,  was,  a  dutiful 
r^ard  to  her  parents,  and  afFedionate;  behaviour  to  her  brothers 
5nd  fifters :  (he  never  appeared  more  happy  than  when  kindly 
fencing  and  waiting  upon  thenrw  When  (he  was  about  fqurteen 
years  of  age  her  mother  was  taken  ill,  and  was  confined  to  her 
room  more  than  two  years  :  During  this  time,  Nancy  attended 
her  bight  ati4  day,  with  unwearied  care  and  attention.  A  few 
weeks  after  her  mother's  recover}^  her  father  was  taken  ill,  which 
in  about  nine  months  terminated  in  death.  During  this  time  of 
^Sion,  (he  was  indefatigable  in  het  attention  to  him,  doing  all 

thkt 
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fhat  (he  poffibly  could  ^o  make  his  (ituatioa  as  comfortable  as  it  was  19 
bcr  power.  She  was  now  turned  of  fcventcen,  and  very  induflrious 
with  her  needle ;  but  the  principal  means  of  fuppoit  in  the  family  be<« 
ine  rpmpvedt  flie  found  it  neccffary  to  fcek  employment  in  one  of  the 
inanufa£^ones  of  the  town.  In  this  fhe  was  led  by  a  kind  Providence 
to  a  place  where  there  were  only  young  w;omen  and  g^irls  employed. 
Amongil  thcfc  were  two,  who  w^rc  very  ferioufly  inclined,  and  they 
frequently  reafoned  with  their  fellpw-fervaints  on  the  importance  of  rc^ 
ligion,  aiid  the  neceflity  of  repentance,  in  order  that  they  might  know 
the  fqrgivencfs  of  fins  through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.  Nancy  was  much 
affed^d  by  their  converfation,  and  when  they  propofed  to  meet  once  a 
week  for  fxnging  and  prayer,  fhe  gladly  ernbraced  the  offer.  In  thelci 
meetings  (he  was  often  much  affe^bed  Under  a  fenff  of  her  fins  and  de- 
generate ftate  by  nature,  and  would  fometimes  fey,  \\  I  am  the  mofl 
Unworthy  of  all  God's  cre«tur^  ;".  and  rafhly  <}dded,  *'  He  can  never 
forgive  me/'  ThvQ.*  unbelief  flie  walked  in  darknels,  and  was  in  deep 
trouble  of  foul  for  about  fix  mbnths,  when  it  pleafed  our  gracious  Lora 
to  reveal  himfelf  to  her,  as  being  mercifully  reconciled  thro*  the  blood 
of  the  Covenant.  She  could  then  blefs  and  praise  God  with  her  whole 
heart,  and  cheerfully  tell  the  young  perfons, '  who  had  hoeit  the  means 
«f  bringing  her  to  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl,  of  the  unfpeakablc  happi., 
Siei^  of  het  foul. 

She  had  now  been  joined  in  the  Methodifl  fociety  only  a  few  months, 
l^t  was  remarkably  circumfpeft  in  her  life,  conflant  in  her  clafs,  and 
in  all  the  other  means  of  grace.  Her  Leader  could  not  but  obferve 
with  great  fatisfaftion,  the  peace  fhe  enjoyed,  her  uninterrupted  com- 
munion with  God,  and  remarkable  fervency  in  prayer  for  the  conver- 
fion  of  her  kindred.  Here  I  mufl  obferve  two  things  that  were  re- 
markable in  her  chara6ler,  as  an  example  to  all  in  her  flation.  Firffc, 
the  difcharge  of  her  duty  as  a  fervant ;  this  was  with  humility,  chrift 
iian  refpe£l,  and  all  readinefe  and  integrity  of  mipd  :  So  that  her  lata 
employer  obferved,  that  fhe  was  a  mofl  excellent  feyvant,  one  whon\ 
he  could  always  confide  in  for  being  honefl,  fpeaking  the  truth,  and 
having  her  work  done  in  the  bcfl  manner,  and  in  prope^  time,'  '  Se- 
condly, her  conduft  as  a  chriftian  ;  in  this  fho  evidenced  an  abhorrence 
to  all  foolifh  jefling,  and  all  that  was  frothy  and  unmeaning  in  common 
converfation  :  She  had  the  true  religious  government  of  her  tongue  ; 
and  thofe  who  were  mofl  intimate  with  her,  obferved,  that  after  her 
eonverfion  to  God,  fhe  was  never  heard  to  ufe  reyilinjg  or  reproachful 
language  ;  nor  to  fpeak  idly  or  unkindly  of  any  perfon.    ' 

A  little  before  fhe  found  peace,  fhe  was  judged  a  proper  perfon  to 
be  admitted  as  a  teacher  in  the  Methodifl  Sunday-School  in  Stockport. 
She  undertook  her  clais  of  Children  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  with 
patience  and  wifdom  :  fhe  managed  them  by  mild,  perfuafive,  and  gentle 
means,  and  was  not  known  to  be  angry  with  her  icholars  at  any  time  ; 
yet  they  were  remarked  by  the  vifitors,  as  the  mofl  amiable  in  their 
manners  and  behaviour  of  any  in  all  the  fchool ;  they  improved  much 
and  learned  faft,  and  at  once  loved  and  revered  their  teacher.  Such 
were  the  happy  efFe£b  of  this  labovir  of  love  to  thefe  poor  children,  iR 
her  affe6Uonate  methods  with  them.    But  being  of  a  confumptive  habit ' 
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ilie  W  not  long  attended  die  fchooly  before  her  health  was  thuch  im- 
paired, and  when  fhe  found  that  ftie  jnuft  fubmit  to  the  affliftion,  and 
that  Ihe  was  jiot  likely  to-b^vabU  td.  attend,  the  little  girls  my  more, 
kheir  intereft  lay  near  Her  hearL  She  in  treated  an  intimate  friend  to 
teach  the  children  in  her  plase^  and  could  not  reil  till  fhe  had  obtained 
her  promife ;  Nancy  then  faidj  "  I  thank  God^  I  am  now  fatisfied.** 
Sht  followed  her  employment  as  long  as  flie  was  able  ;  and  when  on« 
6f  theYcnch^Ps  called  to  fee  her  on  the  firft  bf  May>  aad.  enquired  hoW 
file  was,  (hcreplied,  "  I  am  very.poorly- in  body^  and  unfit  for  my 
*'  labour  ;  but  I  will  attend  it  as  long  as  I  canj  for  my  mtftcr  is  Veryt 
"  good  to  me  ;  and  God  is  very  good  to  :me  alJbj  for  he  makes  me  very 
''  happy  in  my  fouU'*  When  Ihe  was  obliged  to  give  up  .her  bufirtcf^ 
and  had  only  the  profpeft  of  de^th  in  view,  fhe  wasj  far  -jfraip  being 
difcQuraged,  for  the  Lord  greatly  fupported  her  ^jyiis  reviving  influr 
ences,  and  difarmed  Death  of  all  its  terrors.  ,     :  -  .•  ;  }    .m  •     .: 

.  One  of  the  teachers  calling  to  .fee  her  again^  afkdd,  If  ihethbught 
(hefhould<Ue  foon  ?  Nancy  re|!>lied^  '^^  I  thiiik.  !•  cannot  livc.longi 
*'  but!  am  not  afraid  to  die  *,  1  ho^e  God  will  receive  rac"  When 
the  kxat  peHbn  called  again,  and  told  her^' that  the  committee  land 
teachers. of  the  Sunday-fchool  had  tnade  a  fmall  contribution.. foi:  her^ 
and  that  fhe  would  oblige  them,  by  letting  them  know  what .  fhg^moft 
needed,  as  they  wilhed  to  prqc^jrp  it  fot^her.j  Nancy  anfw-Cfed,  ««  They 
"  are  very  gopdj  they  are  too  good  in  thiijiking  of  ine  fo  kindly.'* 
When  a  friend  called  upon  h^r  :^ith  whom  Qic  ^mct  in  claf^  Ihc  iai^i 
*'  I  cann6t  go  with  you  now  ;  but  God  can  blefs  me  herej  an4  ho  ^ipcf 
**  blefe.nje  :  We  have  had  many  good  mectii^gs  together  :  .tut  we  fhall 
"  hayfe  a  better  when  We  iheet  iti  hfeaven,  whicK  will  "riot  belopg,? 
Her  a{fli£lioiis  Were  at  this  time  very  great,  but  fhe 'laid, '**.  My  fufieri 
"  ingi  are  nothingy  when  compared  with  what'Tefus  Chrifl  fufterea 
"  for  me  ;  the  happinefs  I  fhall  epjoy  in  another  world  will'out-wWl^ 
«  all  I  fufier  in  this/*  .  "      ,  '     '-''\:  ,  \.  '    \ '' .       ' 

On  thfe  evening  before  her  jcieatt^,  two  of  th^  te^c^hev^  i;»aa^jt$>..jfe9 
her,  to  whom  (he  feid,  "  I  am  yepy  poorly ;,  I  j^xpupjE^p^f  t^.  )My^,i?«?ff 
"  gone  before  nojv,^'  They  laid,,  '•  Wfe^l>  you-^te.inqt^ff^id^to  gg^,:/' 
She  replied)  "  No  ;'.  1  have  no  f^ar  $ .  if.  it  is  th^j^^U  pf,  Cq4]\  JUfmfti 
"  to  be  jeleafed."  When  one^  pf  ^hem  v^?  pr^^fi^qg  with  hQl>,*!^^ 
God  would  give  her  patience  apd  fupport  upder  the  aftliOiion^  and. that 
ijc  would  ^ccotajilifh  his  work>  Vnd^ully^prcpai^e  &£!•'  for  his  |)fefencfl 
in  glt:fryj>  (he  iqlofed  'the  fentdnccf  with\uriQfu'af 'eW>tioh'  and  fervor, 
IJponth^ir  taking  leave,' ihc  faiti;'' "-'Farewtil  r  f  fhahk  yau/forjajj 
"  your  kindnels'to  me  :  't  can  hev^i^  ^^P^Y  yoy^  'b(i^  'hope  'God  wilL 
"  both  in  this'  and  another;  world/' '  They  rtfpfied^' ."  We  have  done 
"  no  more  than  became  us j'  a^ 'felfevC^-trav-dWrVio 'dii't^  Kingdoni'wher^ 
*  you:  Will  foon  arrive,"  and  be  gl&d  to'welcom^  us.aift),,"mto  thofe  mani 
•*  fions  of  eternal  glory  !  *'  ^«  Yes,  yes,*»*faid  fhe, '<*  We  fhall  fooii 
"  meet  again  in  Glory  !  **  On'  feeing  her  mbther  weep,  fhe  faicL 
*•  Mother^  you  need  not  weep'  for*  me,^ — I  am  happy" :  I  am  happy  [^ 
Here  her  lips  fOo;i  clofed^  aricT her  fpirit  rctutned  to  Cod,^  on  the  2§£li 
^'f  J"  Vj  jrt  the -21  ft  year  of  her  age.         '    '    •   '    //     '  " 
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From  Mr,  John  Nelson,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

Bxrftal,  Auguft  29,  175O1 
Dear  Father  in  the  Lord, 

THIS  with  my  kindeft  love  and  eamefl  prayers,  that  God  may  prof- 
per  his  work  in  your  hands  more  abundantly,  and  make  your  own 
foul -as  a -watered  gardhu'  ' 

»  The  Lord  hath' doner 'great  things  in  thefc  parts,  hoth  in  converting, 
and  in  finifhing  the  work  of  faith  with  power.  We  have  had  three 
died  in*  triumph' l^ely.  The  fir  ft  was  a  woman  at  Baildon.  She  was 
jwftificd  ahout  three  }^aVs  ago.  She  diligently  attended  all  the  ordi- 
nances of  God  as  long  as  fhe  was  able.  In  the  beeinning  of  her  illnels, 
(whidrnvas  a  coiUumption^)  fhe  had  (many  confUds  and  temputions. 
^ut  for  about  ten  weeks  before  Hcrdeceafe,  (he  was  a  wonder  to-ailwho 
ifaw  Kfer,  being  conftantly  praifing  G(>d)  arnd  telling  what  he  had  dont 
for  her  foul,  and  exhorting  all  (he  faw  to  leek  the  Lord  while  he  might 
})e  fouod. '  In  this  happy  Hate  fiie  left  this  howling  wildernefs. 

'».  The  next  was  a  woman  of[  Halifax.  Several  of  our  friends  vifitcd 
her  during  the  time  of  aflRiftion,  and  werclikewifc  prefcnt  when  fhe 
Hied.  •  They  all  tcfftifyj  that  fhe  was  as  great  a  witncfe  f<>r  God  as  ever 
tiicy  had  knoivh.  She  "had  experienced  the  pardoning  niercy  of  Goi 
ibo'ut  two^ycirs. 

,  3.  The  other  was  Mr.  Farrcr  :  He  died  in  the  73d.  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  been  a  man  of  an  unblemllhed  chara£ler,  and  was  looked  upon 
by  all  who  knew  him,  to  be  one  of  the  bed  Chriftians  in  that  pariflj# 
He  was  intimate  with  the  miniftcr,  who  frequently  loclgcd  at  his  houfe, 
and  took  no  fmall  pains  to  prejudictr  him  and  his  family  ggainfl  the  Mo- 
thodifts.  And  he  had  prevailed  fo  far,  that  Mr.  Farrer  would  not 
^oa^  tb  Chd  fimeral  of  Mr.  Ellifoii,  altho*  he  vras  a  near  relation  and 
Hi^  i^ext  dbor  neighbour,  becaufe  he  heard  that  I  was  to  preach  on  that 
pcc^flbfi*  But  it  pktfed  God  to  ftrikc  thofe  of  his  family  who  were 
tk.  the-  funeral'  with '  convi6tions  ;  To  that  his  wife,  two  fons,  and  a 
Iboghter,  prevailed  upon  him  to  hear  for  himfelf,  as  thqr  bad  done. 

Thc;*Brfl  ,time  he  ca^e,.  I  wa?  preaching  uponr  our  Lord's  opening 
Bie  eyes  of  blind  Bartimcus  :  When  1  had  done,  he  crie4  out,  "  I 
?*  have  been  blind  ijor  tlirecfcoare. /and  ten  years,  and  I  knew  it  not; 
**  biit  have  always  thought  that'I  was  pght  till  this  day."  FroHi  this 
time  he  and  aU  his  f^lly  attended  the  miniilry  of  the  word  at  all  opr 
bortunities,  an^l  be  jteceiycd  a  fenfe  of  the  Love  of  God  two  years  be- 
fore his  deccafe,  while  Mr.  Merrick  w^s  preaching.  Since  that  tim^i 
he  was  remark^lJly  flcady,  full  of  good  works,  and  ready  to  confcls  his 
former  blindnels  oji,  all  oc.plionsj  and  likewife  to  declare  the  riches^  of 
God*s  love  to  hip\  and  bis  family,  in  all  companies.  He  died-  of  thc 
gravel.  He  was,  por\fined  about  three  weeks,  fo  that  I  vifited  him  fe- 
veral  times,  to  the  great  fatisfaSiion  of  my  o^*n  fouL  In  *l3  moft 
racking  pa  in, he  ftill  continued  to  praife  the  Lord.'  At  one  of  ray  Vifits 
two^of  his  brdthers  were  there,    Uc  dcclat«d  to  thetiit  **'  Ih^  lived 

'   *•  to 
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>  tooM  age,  before  I  was  »cqu«ihted  with  the  df£gi>  of  God  in  fend. 
"  ing  ffic  into  the  world,  or  the  reafon  why  our  Wefled  Lord  took  hu- 
"  man  nature  upqn  him,  aftd  died  upon  the  crols.**  And  added,  "  The 
«  Lord  called  me  after  the  eleventh  hour,  and  has  rewarded  me  as  if  I 
«  had  borne  the  burthen  and  the  heat  of  the  day,"  With  tears  of  joy 
he  cried  out,  "  What  could  the  Lord  have  done  more  for  me  and  my 
"  familv,  than  he  hath  done,  for  he  hath  nc?t  left  one  of  us  in  Egyp- 
"  tian  darkncfs,  but  hath  made  us  all  witnefffe,  that  he  is  a  fin-fprgiving 
«  God.  O  my  brothers,  fcck»  that  you  may  find  him  to  be  fuch  to 
»•  you." 

I  He  defined  me  to  preath  at  his  funeral,  and  faid,  «  It  may  bca means 
f  "  of  ftining  up  fome  to  fcek  falvation."  1  fulfilled  his  requcft,  and 
preached  upon  thefe  words  to  a  great  multitude,  "  Bleffed  are  the  dctd 
who  die  in  the  Lord.*'  We  certainly  had  a  glorious  time,  the  Loi-d 
was  powerfully  prefent,  O  ipay  we  all  praiic  God  for  fuch.witncffes  ' 
'  of  his  mercy  and  love,  and  fo  copy  their  example,  that  our  laft  cndmay 
^  like  theirs^ 

We  are  now  building  our  Preaching. Houfe,  fo  that  I  am  employed 
all  the  day  in  hewing  ftone,  and  at  night  in  calling  upon  finners  to' re- 
pent and  bel><2ve  the  Gofpei. 

1  am,  your  unworthy  ion  in  the  Gofpel, 

John  Nelson,  ' 


From  Mu  Charlks  P£k.iiokjst^  to  ****, 
My  dear  Sifter, 

I.  HAVE  long  put  off,  (through  great  weaknefs)  thanking  you  and 
your  good  fifter,  for  your  kindnefs  (hewn  to  my  fifter  in  her  jour- 
ney to  BrifloL  Your  fifter  I  do  not  know,  but  rejoice  to  hear  of  her 
great  devotednefs  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  He,  the  Holy  One  and  True, 
hath  his  way  in  the  great  deep  :  And  if  he  fees  good  to  with-hold  joy, 
\  know  that  he  is  abundantly  more  in  righteoufnefs  ;  and  yet  where  ho* 
linels  is^  it  cannot  be  that  He  is  not. 

I  remember  many  that  were  areatly  wrought  upon  when  I  was  laft 
at  Briftol.  O  may  it  be,  that  the  everlafting  Rest  of  all  fouls,  is  yet 
with  them,  and  that  their  hearts  are  ftill  confecrated  to  his  Will  in 
every  thought. 

I  have  often  feared,  that  in  that  good  work,  many  fought  and  fpoke 
more  of  themfelves  than  of  Christ.  Their  talk  was  rather  of  what 
they  wanted  to  enjoy,  than  how  to  exalt  Jesus  above  all  Holineis  or 
Jicaven, 

Jksus  is  the  Firftand  the  Laft,  our  mighty  AtL,  God  can  behold 
nothing  but  his  beloved  Son.  Holinefs  and  Heaven  cannot  abide  liis 
prefence,  but  as  Chriftisthe  whole  of  them,  the  mighty  all,  and 
for  whofe  fake  only  they  firft  were,  and  can  now  continue^* 

None  fully  knows  Christ,  or  the  worth  of  Chrift,  but  God.  O 
that  J  knew  hirn^  his  worth  and  excellency,  as  he  can,  and  is  WiUiki|r 
"^  S  5  a  Hto 
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io  miko  hifnfelf  known*  God  feeks  pur  falvation,  and  to  fhevr  q^ 
-mercy,  to  fand:ify,  and  to  take  us  to  glory.  In  other  words,  hefeek^ 
%o  impart  Jesus.  Seeks  to  receive  all  that  bear  his  Likenefs,  and  love^ 
it  in  proportion  to  what  it  ha$  in  it,  of  the  Almighty  God,  and  Father 
pf  Ete^rriity.  May  this  Jefus  tcsach  us^  and  may  we  ever  learn,  and  de- 
Jight  po  fit  at  his  feet. 

Many  fee  afar  off,  a  greatnefs  in  the  difcourfes  of  pur  Lord,  but 
'think  little  of  t}\at  humble,  willing,  and  patient  fuffering",  without 
Vhich  all  he  did  would  have  been  a  gain  ft,  not  for  the  children  pf  men. 
I  adore  him  in  all  his  a£ls,  from  his  Incarnation  to  his  Afcennon.  0 
may  each  have  its  full  efficacy  in  me,  and  lead  me  to  that  depth  of  the 
divine  pqrity,  which  was- the  one  end  and  dcfign  of  the  Eternal  Je- 
hovah taking  the  form  6f  a  fervant,  His  every  aft  merits,-.— it  all 
pleafes  God  in  behalf  of  man,  and  difiufes  fweet  odours  of  figbs  or 
joys,  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  forfajce  earth,  and  fcek  Heaven.  His 
'31ood  atones  and  purchafes  the  Holy  ^pi^'i^*  For  his  fake  only,  it  is 
bellowed ;  tlie  facrifice  is  accepted,  and  the  end  becomes  everlafling 
Life, 

O  may  this  be  fcf  in  me,  who  fo  much  need  to  deli  re  it !  A  man 
fo  afflifted,  and  now  cut  off  from  working  for  God,  or  even  going  ou( 
of  my  room.  O  Cjiris.t,  let  thy  Wi^l  b^  my  work,  qnd  xpy  reward, 
my  joy,  and  my  eternal  crowp.  My  conflifts  are  many,  my  joys  lefs, 
but  frequent.  I  am  going.  The  Tabernacle  is  coming  down.  I  wor* 
fliip  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirits  i  idore,  I  bow  before  a  holy 
Cod.  I  groan  in  fpirit  for  full  conformity  to  his  Image.  I  fubmit  tq 
Jiis  mercy,vand  truft  him  with  my  fiitusfc  niomcnts.  Peace  be  witl^ 
ypwr  Ipifit,     Aflien. 

I  am  your's  for  Jefus-  fake, 

Charl£s  Pxhronet. 


From  the  Right  ppnourable  the  Countclsof  Huntingdon  to 

Mr.  Wesley. 
My  dear  Sir,  Sept.  14,  1766*  » 

JAM  moft  highly  obliged  by  ypur  kind  offer  pf  fervii^g  the  Chapel 
at  Bath  during  your  ftay  at  Bpftol  :  I  mean  op  Sundays.  It  is  the 
moft  important  time,  being  the  height  of  the  latter  feafon,  w^ien  the 
Great  of  thb  World  are  only  ip  tjie  reach  of  the  found  of  the  Gofpcl 
from  that  quarter.  The  mornings  are  their  time  ;  the  evenings,  the  in- 
habitants chiefly,  I  do  truft  that"  this  unipn  which  is  commenced,  will 
be  for  the  furthisrance  of  our  faith,  and  mutual  love  to  each  other.  It 
is  for  the  intereft  of  the  beft  of  caufe^,  that  we  fhould  all  be  found, 
firft  faithful  tp  the  Lord,  and  then  to  each  other,  I  find  fomething 
wanting,  and  that  is,  a  meeting  now  and  then  agreed  upon,  that  yoU| 
your  Brother,  Mr.  Whitefield,  and  I,  fhould  at  times  regularly, 
be  glad  to  communi^ato  our  obfervations  upon  the  general  ftate  of  tbp 
*  Work,  Light  might  follow,  and  wo^Jd  bp  a  }^xi4  of  gui<jc  to  ipe,  fs  \ 
IfHi  ctwincftcd  \yiiU  qiany, 

yniyeff^ 
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Umvcrfal  and'<Jonftant  ufcfuli)ef3' to  all^  i$  the  impforttrit  lfti]^n« 
^nd  when  we  are  fully  ayxd  wholly  giveji'  i4P  tQ,tbe  L.ord,  I  am  £\irm 
the  heart  can  long  for  nothing  fo  much  as  that  our  tin\e,  t?l^ts,  life^ 
roul  and  fpirit,  ipay  {jecome  upon  ear|:h,  a  conflant  apd  living  facrificc. 
How  I  can  be  moft  fo,  that  is  the  one  obje6t  of  my  poor  heart,  There- 
fore, to  have  all  the  light  that  is  pofliblej  to  fee  my  way  in  this  matter, 
is  my  prayer  day  ai^d  night  :  for  wprthy  is  the  Lan:^b  to  r^p^iye  ajl  JiOt 
noitr,  and  glory,  and  blefling. 

What  you  fay  of  reproach,  I  hope  never  to  be  without,  fo  that  IT  he 
for  obeying,  1  am  honoured  hy  every  degree  of  contempt,  which  my 
heart  has  its  faithful  teflimony  befpre  him  who  can  fearch  it  to  the  boj- 
tom,  and  knows  that  his  glory  and  the  good  of  fouls  is  my  one  obje6J; 
upon  parth.  I  (hall  turn  cpwar4  and  difgrace  you  all  when  I  have  any 
worfe  groupd  to  ftan4  MP<^^>  ^"^  ?  ^^  ^^^  ^7  pvayer  will  be  jinfwcred 
which  has  been  made  for  this  feven  and  twenty  years,  That  whenever 
his  eye,  which  is  as  a  flame  of  fire,  fees  any  other  end,  or  purpofe  of 
my  heart,  he  will  remove  my  poor  wretcjied  being  from  this  earth. 
But  fo  vile,  and  foolifh,  and  helplefs  as  I  am,  he  keeps  my  heart  full 
of  faith  that  he'  never  will  leavp  me  nor  fo^-fake  me  :  havirig  neither 
help  lior  hope,  but  that  he  will  each  moment  prove  the  Lord,  the  Lor4 
full  of  mercy  and  companionate  loVe  to  fuch  a  poor  worm.  Pray, 
when  you  have  leifure  let  me  hear  from  you,  and  believe  mc  moft  faiths 
fully,  your  affeftionatc  friend,  St  H» 


From  the  Rcy,  Mr.  Berripge,  to 'Mr.  Wesley. 
Dear  Sir,  Everton,  Nov.  22,  1760, 

I  Received  your  letter  from  Ireland,  and  purpofcly  delayed  my  anfwer 
till  your  return  to  England,  that  I  might  not  write  in  a  fpirit  un- 
becoming the  Gofpel.  I  wifti  that  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
were  perfeftly  agreed  in  their  ^ligious  fentiments  :  But  this,  1  find,  is 
a  matter  rather  to  be  wifhed  than  expefted.  And  perhaps  a  little  dif- 
a^rcement  in  non-eflentials,  may  be  defigned  as  one  part  of  our  trial, 
lor  the  exercife  of  our  candor  and  patience.  I  difcourage  the  reading 
of  any  books,  except  the  Bible  and  the  Homilies,  not  becatifc  of  the 
jealoufy  mentioned  by  you,  but  becaufe  I  find  that  they  who  read  many 
books,  ufually  negleft  the  Bible,  and  foon  become  eager  dtfputants,  arnd 
in  the  end  turn  out  Predeftinarians.  At  lea  ft  this  has  happened  fo  with 
me.  If  my  fentiments  do  not  yet  altogether  harmonize  with  yours*, 
they  ^ffcr  the  leaft  from  yours  of  any  others.  And  as  there  is  nothing 
Catching  or  cankering  in  thofe  fentiments  of  yours  which  are  contrary 
to  mine,  I  am  not  only  willing  but  defirous  you  fhould  preach  at  Ever* 
ton,  as  often  as  you  can  favour  us  with  your  company.  Laft  week  I 
"^as  at  Bedford,  and  preached  to  your  fociety ;  from  whom  I  heard,  that 
you  was  returned  out  of  the  Weft,  and  purpofed  to  come  amongft  us 
foon.  Will  you  call  at  Everton,  as  you  go  to,  or  return  from  Bed- 
ford ?    You  will  bQ  welcome.     My  ijivitation  is  fmcerc  and  friendly  : 

fcceptofit. 

.       I  fend 
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.  I  fend  my  love  to  your  Brother,  and  to  all  that  latoUr  among  you^ 
May  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  multiplied  on  you,  and  your  affcc, 
donate  fervaotf 

John  Berriisge. 


From  Mrs;  ♦*♦♦,  to  Mrs.  R****. 

Dear  Sifter,  March  21,  1797. 

IReflcft  with  pleafurc  on  the  many  opportunities  we  have  had  of 
converling  together  upon  various  fubjefts  tending  to  promote  our 
prelcnt  and  eternal  happinefs  ;  and  as  we  defired  a  greater  cftablifhrticnt 
jn  gracfe,  an(J  a  higher  degree  of  heavenly  wiftlom,  the  Lord  has  often 
enlightened  our  minds,  and  pointed  out  that  excellent  path  which  he 
would  have  us  purfue. 

The  fubjefts  which  engaged  our  attention  the  laft  time  we  were  toge- 
ther, has  led  me  into  a  large  field  of  meditation.  Among  other  things, 
you  will  remember,  we  converfed  upon  marriage  and  human  friend- 
ihips ;  and  how  far  the  laft  ought  to  liibfift  -^  and  in  what  degree  former 
intimacies  might  be  attended  to^  when  the  parties  have  entered  into  the 
,  clofeft  conncdion  in  life. 

The  more  t  meditate  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  the  ftronger  is  the  coiv 
viflion  that  nothing  will  be  of  any  real  benefit  ta  us,  but  when  it  is 
embraced  and  ertjoywl  as  the^ Word  of  God  directs.  The  Word  is  our 
Rule,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  given  to  us,  that  we  may  walk  accord- 
ing to  that  Rule.  The  negleCi  of  adhering  to  this  truth,  appcsrs  to  me 
to  be  one  chief  caufe  of  the  many  diforders  found  among  the  followers 
of.the  blelTed  Jefus;  even  thofe  who  enjoy  at  times  an  experimental 
knowledge  of  the  pardon  qf  their  paft  fins,  through  iaitt\  in  his 
iplood. 

Many  pious  perfons  are  wanting  in  knowledge  with  refpefl  to  the 
manner  they  fhould  aft  in  their  relative  capacities,  from  not  I'ufBcicndy 
attending  to  the  rules  laid  down  in  holy  writ  for  that  purpofe.  Left 
1  (hould  go  from  the  point  we  had  firft  in  hand,  at  prefent  I  will  only 
touch  upon  the  principal  relation  in  life,  namely  that  of  Hufbands  and 
Wives ;  thofe  which  are  fubordinatc,  I  (hall  leave  to  another  time, 
No  conne£Uon  is  fuperior,  or  even  equal  to  this  :  The  apoftle  (you 
know)  honours  it,  by  comparing  it  with  l,he  loveof  Chrift  to  the  church, 
iiph.  V.  23^  The  love  which  a  man  fnd  his  wife  fhould  have  for  one 
another,  ought  to  exceed  every  other  attachment :  The  fruit  of  this 
love  difcovers  itlelf  in  giving  to  each  the  preference  to  all  other  perfoni 
in  the  world.  To  do  this,  requires  wifdom  from  God,  and  a  continual 
!o6king  unto  him  for  power.  Thofe  who  would  thus  afl:  will  find  it 
needful  to  have  all  their  former  intimacies  fb  regulated,  that  diey  exceed 
not  in  attachment,  freedom,  and  opennefs,  with  the  folemi\  engage- 
ment they  have  now  entered  into.  Hufbands- and  wives  muft.  be  bolbra 
friends.  A  wound  in  this  quarter,  is  a  wound  to  love.  There  may  be 
an  intention  to  do  what  i^  right,  neverthelcfs  they  may  err  therein*  I^ 
the  will  is  not  wholly  governed  by  the  Word  of  God,  the  a£Uon  may 
not.be  dirc£l!y  finful,  yet  no  good  ftruit  will  fpring  from  it» 

Many 
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Many  objcftions  may  be  made  again fl  this  important  Truth,  **  My 
wife,"  the  hufband  may  lay,  *'  has  not  the  underftanding  I  thought 
fhe  had,  nor  that  degree  of  grace  I  believed  her  poffcffcd  of."  Thd 
wife  may  hkewife  think  the  fame  :  "  My  hufband  is  not  the  perfoD  I 
cxpefted  to  find  him  ;  I  do  not  therefore  giv«  him  the  preference," 
&c.  Here  you  will  fee  the  reafoning  of  the  ferpent,  Which,  inftead  of 
liftcning  to,  each  party  (hould  rcfift  in  its  beginning,  as  it  has  a  dircff 
tendency  to  weaken  their  love,  and  lefTen  their  efteem  for  each  other. 

Love  prefcrved  and  kept  in  exercife,  will  cover  a  multitude  of  faultSi 
and  will  enable  each  to  fay,  "  I  know  no  one  that  I  would  give  my 
hand  or  heart  to,  before  him  or  her  with  whom  I  am  conneftcd.*' 
God  has  commanded  them  to  love  each  other,  and  whatever  has  a  tca-i 
dency  to  leffen  this,  fhould  be  carefully  avoided.  The  Lor4  has  com-* 
manded  nothing,  which  he  will  not  give  power  to  fulfil.  Sonac  will 
lay,  "  I  cannot  perform  this  command,  becaufe  ray  wife,  or  my  huC 
band,  difcovers  inch  a  difagreeable  difpofition  towards  me,  as  tends  tq 
alienate  my  af!e£Uon."  Thus  any  one  may  argue  againft  loving  their 
enemies;  ^neverthelefs,  whoever  follows  the  Scripture  Rule  will  find 
they  can  do  it. 

When  our  will  and  afTe^lions  are  not  under  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit 
and  Word  of  God,  they  have  not  their  proper  rein  ;  neither  can  we, 
in  any  way  but  under  their  government,  be  free  from  the  bondage  of 
the  creature.  From  the  obfcrvations  which  I  have  made,  of  the  trials 
and  difficulties  that  many  of  my  brethren  and  fifters  experience  froni 
their  nearcft  connexions,  I  am  perCuaded  that  the  grand  caufe  of  their 
not  receiving  benefit  from  thof^p  tiials  originates  here,— ^they  do  not  aft 
according  to  that  principle  of  love  which  they  are  exhorted  to  have 
for  each  other,  independent  of  whatever  treatment  either  party  may  re- 
ceive :  But  on  the  contrary,  they  fatisfy  their  confciences  by  exercifing 
liich  a  degree  of  affeclion  as  they  fuppofe,  the  perfons  they  are  con- 
ne^ed  with  defervc. 

The  Gofpel  makes  provifion  for  every  a(Ili£Hon  that  may  bcfel  uti- 
It  empowers  us  to  turn  all  the  events  of  Ufe  into  a  right  channel.  It 
does  not  require  us  to  build  our  happinefs  upon  the  (miles,  or  to  be  dif- 
quieted  with  the  caprice  or  changeablenefs  of  the  neareft  friends  we  have 
in  the  world  ;  at  the  fame  time  we  aix  called  to  lovf^  honour,  and  obey 
tkeniy  in  the  Lord,  Let  love  be  founded  on  the  command  of  God  ; 
and  when  we  feel  thc'fmalleft  tendency  to  the  contrary,  let  us  flee  im- 
mediately to  the  Blood  of  fprinkling  by  faith  ;  w^hieh  will  fubdue  every 
wrong  temper,  and  communicate  frelh  fuel  to  this  heavenly  flartic,  till 
the  whole  foul  partakes  of  its  influence. 

As  you,  my  dear  filler,  have  lately  entered  into  the  marriage  (late,  it 
will  leqijire  your  ferious  attention  to  cultivate  the  love  which  the  GoC: 
pel  commands.  Ip  the  courtc  of  providence  the  (ccne  m^y  change,  and 
the  efteem  you  now  obferve  in  your  dear  partner  for  you,  may  be  fuc- 
cceded  by  coldncfs.  In  the  room  of  the  grace  of  (iod  having  poflcdion 
of  his  heart,  he  may  fall  from  't,  .  Inftead  of  the  tender  affeftionatc 
manner  you  arc  treated  with,  which  flows  from  natural  and  ipiritual 
attachment,  the  contrary  may  eniue,  and  in  times  of  temptation  he 
«My  be  fretful  and  pceviih.     If  your  affcjftion  is  only  founded  upon 

g  -what 
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Vfhzt  you  fete  amiatlc  in  him,  and  refembles  the  iiptge  of  <3odj  c&  2i3e§ 
from  his  love  to  you  ;  the  fdundation  of  your  attachment  not  being 
firm,-^— it  may  fall.  I  do  not  fay  that  this  ever  will  be  your  cafe ;  but  1 
Vifh  my  friend  to  have  all  her  aftidns  formed  upon  a  bafis  that  will  ftand 
firm  againft  every  ftorm  and  tempeft^  that  mrfy  be  permitted  to  try  her 
faith. 

Some  time  ago  1  was  ftruck  with  ^n  obferVation  I  heard  frort  a  fer- 
mon  upon  Prov,  vi.  23.  "  The  commandmeitt  is  a  latnp  and  the  hw  i^ 
light."  It  was  remarked,  "  thsft  in  every  ftatc  there  is  a  commandment 
"  which  is  as  a  lamp  5  and  did  we  obey,  it  would  be  as  a  light  to  us; 
"  If  the  hufb^nd  or  the  wifcy  the  parent  or  the  child,  &c.  confidcred 
•'  the  commandment,  it  would  enlighten  and  lead  them  right,  If  it  be 
•*  alked,  What  is  the  rcafon  of  the  difofders  which  are  found  in  fami- 
♦*  lies  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  they  do  not  confider  the  commandment  of 
*'  God,  and  therefore  there  is  no  light  ?  '*  The  words  wcte  few,  but 
they  conveyed  much  inftruftion  to  my  mind;  They  confirmed  me  in 
my  opinion,  that  the  commands  of  God  ought  to  be  our  rule,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  our  guide  ;  and  if  we  are  dftuated  by  thefe^  we  may  therf 
fay  with  the  prophet^  "  Lord,  thou  wilt  ordain  peace  for  hs  3  for  thou 
alio  haft  wrought  all  our  Works  in  us,"  Ifa.  xxvi.  t»» 
;  To  enumerate  all  the  advantages  which  accompany  the  fpirit  of  love^ 
when'  it  is  preferved  and  increaicd  as  the  word  of  God  dire6b,  would 
irequifc  a  far  more  abler  pen  than  mine.  However,  I  muft  beg  leave  td 
^remind  you  of  oriej  namely,  the  fpirit  of  prayer.  When  love  is  main- 
tained againft  all  oppofition,  the  Lord  never  fails  to  beftow  the  fpirit  of 
prayer  for  the  pcrfons  with  whom  our  minds  are  exercifed  and  tried* 
A  number  of  Ipiritual  blcflings  proceed  from  this  fwcet  employment/ 
The  profped  of  an  anfwer  to  our  prayers  for  thofe  we  love,  is  not 
one  of  the  leaft;  a' lively  hope,  alto,  that  our  powerful  Interccflbo 
who  has  infpired  our  defire,  and  is  pleading  for  them  as  well  as  our- 
felves,  muft  add  to  our  happinels.  The  following  lines,  in  one  of  ourf 
beautiful  Hymns,'  is  expreftive  of  what  fuch  a  ioul  wiU  fipel  i 

'     "Lord,  I  will  not  let  thee  go^ 
«  Till  the  bleffing  thou  beftow  ; 
*'  Hear  my  Advocate  divine ! 
**  Lo  !  to  his  my  fuit  I  join  : 

"  Joined  to  his,  it  cannot  fail :  •  .  • 

'  -  "'  Blcfs  thein  j  for  I  will  prevail.'* 

Whoever  entertains  and  cheriftics  any  prejudice  to  others,  it  will  in-* 
creafe,  and  gradually  leflen  their  inter courfe  with  God  ;  they  will  feci 
little,  i^f  any  liberty  to  pray  for  thenifclves,  or  for  thofe  with  whoni 
they  arfe  difpleafed.  As  yeilding  to  the  Spirit's  influence  tends  to  form 
our  fouls  into  the  gofpel  mculd,  fo  the  giving  place  to  our  own  evil 
tempers  muft -of  courfe  be  followed  by  fpiritual  death. 

My  dear  fifter,  be  aflured,  that  the  lofs  of  the  leaft  fpark  of  love,  is 
of  greater 'mpnicnt  than  many  are  iaware  of.  Ever  have  an  eye  toyouf 
growth  in  the  love  of  God.  Be  afraid  of  nothing  more  than  a  dedcn- 
llon  in  this  quarter.  .  Strive  to  maintain  a  clear  lenfe  of  your  accep- 
tance, by  ti  ccvitinual  looking  unto  Jcfus,  and  a  preflang  for  the  fulncfs 
of  his  Spirit."  •       ,' 

««  Love 
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«<  Lo^  bftift  i&ll  things."  If  wc  ttcad  in  the'fimpic  p'atli  Which  the 
Gofpel  defcribcSs)-  that  p^omife  wiH  be  fulfilled:  to  my  "  Thjr-^aker  is 
thyhufband,"  Ifa.  liv.  Every  relation  in  life  is  comprized  in  it. — 
Should  the  Lord  permit  us  to  be  deprived  of  what  we  tliitik  thi^  greate/l 
temporal  good,  he  has  engaged  to  impart  (piritual  bleffiiigs  in  its  place. 
Our  dearefl  earthly  frienos  may  change,  or  ceafe  to  be  to  us  what  we 
could  wife  ;  we  may  lofe  them  by  death,  &c.  but  oUr  heavenly  HuC- 
band  is  the  fame,  yejitrdayy  to-day ^  zndfor  ever.  He  calls  u$^  to  look, 
up  to  Him,  in  order  that  he  may  fupply  whatever  is  wanfirig'in  thofc 
endearing  chara£lers ;  and  by  this  Jn^Qs  we  may  gain  by  eyery  lofs. 

I  have  encroached  upon  your  patience  by  the  length  of  thi^  Letter, 
but  fhall  be  happy  if  thefc  fentiments,  which  ha^  been  04>en6d  to  my 
view  while  meditatittg  upon'  this  important  fubjef^,  may  caft  any  light 
on  your  mind,  fo  as  to  affifl  you  in  the  fituation  whet^n  you  are  now 
placed  by  the  Providence  of  God.    '       ' 

i  ^un  four's  rfeftionately^  /^j..o.[ 


P    O    E    T    R    ,Y. 

,Th«   GOODNESS  of'GOD.V.;" 

YE  Seraphs,^  who  God's  thi'Ohe  en<JircTing  fllll;  '**  '^ 
With  holy  zeal  your  golden  jcenfers  fill  ;        .    > 
Ye  flaming  mini'fters,  to  diftaht  lands  > 

Who-bear,  obfcquious,^  his  divine  commands ;  •  .    # 

Ye  cherubs  who  comppfe  thefacred  choir. 
Attuning  to  the  voice  the*  angelic  lyre !  . 

Or  ye  fair  natives  of  the  heavenly  plain, 
Who  once  were  mortal — ^now  a  happier  train ! 
Who  fpend  in  peaceful  lov0  your  joyful  hours^    . 
In  blifsful  meads,  and  amaranthine  bow'rs,  .     "» 

Oh  lend  one  fpark  of  yoar  celeftial  fire,       .  e        • 
,Oh  deign  my  glowing  bofosn  ;to  infpire, 
And  aid  the  Mufe's  unexperienc'd  wing,  . 
While  Cop D NESS,  theme  divine,  fee  foars  to.  dng  i 

Tho*  all  thy  attributes  divinely  fair,  ....  .1 

Thy  full  perfeQion,  glorious  .<JJod !  declare. ;     .•  o . .   v    t 
Yet  if  one  beams  fuperior  to  the  reft,  ,  :•*.;. 

Oh  let  thy  Goodnefe  faireft  be  confefs*d :       ..... 
As  feincs  the  moon  amidft  her  ftarry  train,'        .  / 
As  breathes  the  rofe  amongft  the  flow'ry.fccnc,. 
As  the  miW  dove  her  filver  plumes  difplays,      ,  ^     ...  1' 
So  feeds  thy  mercy  its  diftinguife'd  rays. 

This  led,  Creator  mild,  thy  gracious  hand, 
When  formlefs  Chaos  heard  thy  High  comn^and'; 
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Nor  only  does  in  heaven  tHy.|iC>odip^cls  ^^^ly,     •  „ 
Pcli^tuc4  nature  feels  its  wamtjb  clivinc  ;.       ,  '     .• 
*      '       The  vitaj  faij's  iUuminaung  beam,  .       ,.•    .  . 

TherLlv^rcrcfccnt,  andtheftarrygJcM.  -   ,  Z/       ;.;. 

As  day  aiid  TiJght  alternate  they  cpmmand^  '  , 

y  racism  that  tmth  to  evciy  diftauHa^i  '     .  ... 

S<6e  fijfiiiling  ti^tUfre,  MritH*hy  t#ca(urcs'fjttr,  '    :    • 

C^ptts.tbytoimtywid.pfttfinfaljciire;     .  o. 

Ao4  «ai^  .wjjh  pkpty  allJ|©r  &tt<8  Jw^idtfl**     .. 
..    1,  jrhp/g«»PKPwlkui  8nd:tb(jjbrijidedbt»r» 

As  nightly  thro*  the  foreft  Wilk&i:h^  XQISV   '   ^  i  -'         - 
From  thee,  Almighty  Mjkeft  :(ff\'^\m  Bff» 
t^QT.fcwwlhy  hand  unlated  go  away  :    ' 
"To  thee  for  meat  the  callow  ravens  cry, 
Supported  by  thy  all-.px£feo(iAg^.c^ : 
From  thee  the  feathered  natives  of  the  plain, 
Or  thbfe  who  rj^e  ^e  fi^d,  -jr  p^gb^  the  main, 
Receive  with  conftant  courfe  fne'  appointed  food, 
And  taftc  %hp  {:uf  of  luuvpr^  f^^y         r 
Thy  handtlicrd  opiS'ft; 'inillionM  myriads  live  ; 
Thou  *r9wn'ft,  t})^  fs^f- ;  X^Q}i  fipfl'ft,  ^i  \J^Y  r^^  ! 

On  virtue'^  acre,  as  on  rapine's  florc^ 
See  Heaven  jmyartial  deal  tMe  fruitful  ihov^crs ! 
♦  Life's  commbn  bleffings  all  her  cliildrcn  (harp  !  • 
Tread  the  fame  c^rth,  and'bre^the  a  general' air  5 
Without  di{hn£hon  "boLindlefs  blcflings  fa^^ 
And  Goo<Jnefc,  like  iHe  fun,  enligWeiw  all'! 

Oh  map,  dcgenctatp  tftaij !  offend  no  more ! 
Co,  learn  of  Ijftutes  thy  Maker  to  adore  ! 
Shall  thcfe,  thra*  cveiry  tr^,  his  bounty  own. 
Of  all  his  works  ungncteliil  thou  alone  I 
Deaf  when  the  tun<^l  voice  <rf  Mercy  cries, 
And!  Ijlind  when  fovVoign  Coodneis  charms  ^le  tyei  I  ' 
Mark  how  the  wretch  his  awful  nam.e  blafphemeS| 
His  pity  fpares--his  clehiWcy  reclaims  T  ^ 
Obferve  his  ^^atsence  with  the  guilty  fbriv^ 
And  bid  the^lWminal  repent  and  live ;        ' 
Recal  the  fugitive  with  gentle  eye, 
Befeech  the  obftinate,  be  woulil  not  die  I 
Amazing  t«ndernds^^amazing  moll, 
The  foul  op  whom  fuch  incrcy  fhoujd  be  loft  ! 

But  would'ft  thou  view  the  rays  of  goodnels  join 
In  one  ftjx>ng  point  of  radiance  ail  divide,  ' 
Pehold,  .qdiefbaljauig  1  yob  Caflscm  light ; 
T^  PetW^m's  f  lain,  adoring,  bend  thy  ^§bt  I     . 


Attend  the  fw^^  i>m^^  tjbc  ftarxy  jpp^, 
And  hail  to^^.^.^vi^f.  m4  th^  ^1W>  J 

Rcdcmpllop*  J  0y  'AjMJi.be^u^2W5  wiy/lic  plwJ 

what  tohgu«^iq^,ip«pk  thy  pijpqwh^^nliye  graie^  ? 
*What  thougnt  thy  depths  unfathomable  trace  ? 
When  loft  in  fin  law-jin in%^  j>aUiny  lays 
When  awful  juftice  claim 'd  her  righteous  jpvy  ! 
See  the  mild  :SAYic»ii»  JMfii  kk'ptt^sng.e)^ 
And  ftop  the  lightning  juft  prepar'd  to  fly  ! 
(O  ftrange  efFoft  cf  'Uii6K«*ipl^  tevc  () 
View  him  defc^nd  4l^  ii^v«^y  tlirone  d»pife  i     ^ 
Patient,  the  ills  of  mortal  life  enduve, 
Calm,  tho*  rcvil'd,  and  mfioca:it,  the/  pdorl 
Uncertain  his  abode^  and  coftrfe  hi$  food. 
His  life  one  fair  continui'dricefie  ef^good) 
For  us  fuftain  the  wr^t^  t9  5a?n  •d^^reed^ 
The  viftim  of  eternal  l^fl^o?  bloe^  1 
JLook  !  to  the  crofs,  Ihe  4*P^P  of'  Lif  5  is  tied  I 
They  pierce  his  hands^  ;^nd  .)ypH]:|d  bis  iacr^  fidft  1 
See,  God  expires!  our  toi;fcit  tQ  Rtppfi, 
While  nature  trembly  a^  fijj  par^ipg  growij 

Advance,  thou  hopel^  mortal^  ^9df4.  m  ^ife» 
Behold,  and  if  thqu  laan^ft,  {orbeaar  ^o  mek  1 
Shall  Jesus  die^thfr  iDeeddm  to  rogain. 
And  wilt  thou  drag  the  voluntary  cha^  ? 
Wilt  thou  refuie  thy  kiad  at^iont  to  givfi. 
When  dying  he  lo(^  down  to  hid  oboa  Hve  I 
Perverfe,  wilt  thou  r^jjeQ  the  prpffer'd  good, 
Bought  with  his  life,  and  flreaming  in  bis  blopd  1 
Whofe  virtue  Can  thy  deepeft  crimes  e^ce, 
.  Ke-heal  thy  naAkre,  and  confirm  jthy  peace  f 
Can  all  the  errors  of  thy  life  atone^ 
And  raiie  thee  fro^  ^  rebel  to  a  ^n  J. 

O  blefl  R£0££ME|;«  fjFQ|D  ihy  &CM)d  t^hr^ne^ 
Where  faints  and  ^r^gsjf  fii^  tk^  t^u^xifh^  ^tqi»  i 
(Where  from  the  grave  tHw  ^^ai^'d  ^hy  glpnpua  hctd* 
Chain'd  to  thy  car  ib»  fOtHf^^  Mf^&ff^a^  M») 
From- that  exalted  heigbt  of  ^\^s  fi^fifos^^ 
Look  down  on  thofe  vcl^p  J^gap  ^  f^^r^  P^mAJi 
Reftore  their  ways,  infpire  them  by  thy  gracc^ 
Thy  laws  to  follow,  and  thy  fteps.to  trace  j 
Thy  bright  example'to  thy  doftnne  join, 
And  by  their  morals  pj^pye  their  fai^h  divine ! 

Nor  only  to  thy  chureh  c^nfthe  thy  rayj 
P'w  the  glad  world  thy  healinc  light  difplay  j  , 

Fair 
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Fair  Sun  of  Rigfateou&efs  J  in  bieauty  rife,  ;•''■'  *  ^^ 
And  clear  the  mifts  that  cloud -the  mental  (kics!  ^^  ' 
To  Judah's  remnant,  -now  a  fctttft"!d trkin,  -"  '  *  •  ♦  *•'- 
O  great  Melfeih !  ftcw-thy  jprowis'd-'itign^^'^  ^^^''  -  •  ^ 
O'er  eartl)  as  wide  thy  faving  wapmth.d^£c^ 
As  fprcads  ihe  amfeicnt  air,  or  falling  fleHivi,'  '  *  y"  ^  ,. . , 
And  hafte  the  time  when,  vanqt^(h*d;by  ^y'^oWttJ.  /^ 
Deatll  Ihall  expire,  and  firi  defile  lio  moifc  J  «    *!'**!  *'*_ 

I       .        ',:        ..   ..  '•.  .;.        ■  ■  -..nwr 
HYMIf  BEFOiti /F[Hi4C(Miire.  '      >' '  -^  » 

GUARDIAN  of  my  hoary  hw,  •/ 

Let  me  {UU  difpenfe  t|»y  gr^^e ;  .'..:. 

(Meaneftof  thy  x^eflepgei?,      .  .1  '  .  ':  /  : 

Ready  itp  conclude  my  .fa^e.). ;  .  .'>','' 
Still  thy  promised  preipnce^proye. 

Sill  proclaifl^  thy  piurdonii;]^  Ipvc*     j  .  : 

Touch  my  lips  with TtaJldvWng  fire,     ''         \'  "''  *'  *; 

U^tpr?nce  let  thy  Spirit  give  ;  >  ^  a,  : .  -  -     ' 

Fill  my  feciartwith'ptifc  deSre,' 

That  a  dyin^  world  may  live^ 
Witneffcsof  Smsfbi^iven,  *  *  '      • 
Sons  of  God,  and  heirs  of  heaven. 

Op^  now  the  Gofpel  Door,  *  • 

Now  the  Gofpel  Truths  reveal ; 
Clothe  thy  Word  with  facred  power, 

Saving,  itrefiftiblc  :        *    • 
Power  that  life,  divine  imparts, 
Breaks  ahd  heals  inteiider'd  hearts. 

Faith,  which  fweetly  works  by  love. 

Let' it  now  by  hearing  come  ; . 
That  begotten  from  above 

Souls  niay  languifh  after  home  ; 
Spotlefs  in  thine  Image  rife, 
Grafp,  thro'  death,  the*^  immortal  prize. 

Crown  of  my  rejoicing,  Lord, 

Might  I  thefe  mV  children  meet  ^ 
Sav'd  by  the  ingratted  Word^  • 

Singing  round  thy  glorious  feat : 
Children  of  my  faith  and  prayef^ 
Let  me  die  to  meet  them  thete ! 

Jnftrumfent  of  faving  them, 

Jefus,  claim  me  for  thine  own  ^ 
That  I  may,  in  blifs  fupreme, 

Caft  niy  crown  before  tliy  Throne ; 
Face  to  face  my  Saviour  j£]^}    . 
Gas  v.  thro'  aU  Eternity  I 
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BEING  appointed  at  the  Mancheftfr  Conference  to  Ubouf 
in;  Dublin,  yith  Mr.  Moorc^  I  arrive^  in  that  city  ip  Au^ 
guft,  1787.  We,  had  no  traycHing  \  .l^e  fo^iety  dmfifted  of, per- 
ions  truly  devoted  to  Cod  ;  -and  jl- had  to  preach  generally- twicjp 
every  day :  Thcfc  were  grqa^  adv^jimajges  for  irajif avement^  which 
I  determined  to  embrace  ^  and  I  qan  truly  fay>  it  was  the  moff 
comfortable  year  I  ever  fpent  fii>^  I  coqwaeficed  a  travellir^ 
preacher.    •  .  •      —■?.,..••       '  .     •  •  -^ 

On  Sunday  morning,  (at  nine  o*clock>  Maich  %K)i  1788,  Mn 
W'elley  landed  in  DubHri,  <  fof  die  laft  time.'  He  had  been  2^ 
hours  pn  the  {ea,  ddring  which  time  he  was  exceedingly  ill,  and 
unable  to  go  thro'  the  labours  of  the  day ;  .He  therrforcxrequeftcd 
me  to  read  prayersfor  feim  at  ten  o'clock ;.  after  which  he  proacheds 
But  having  the  Lorcf  s;  Supper  to.  adniinifter  fo  about 'fi>^e.  hundar^d 
perforis,  he'defir^d  me. to  affifthim;  by  giving  the  ciaprto  the  peo^ 
pie,  Wie:had  a  very  folemn  meeting ;  the  Ixxd  owne4vhi8  ortit 
nance;  and  we.  departed  giving  glory  to  God. I  The  irfedtfoUoWf 
ing,  a  long  parggraph  appeared  in  the  ^veriing  ppft^fetting  forth ^ 
that— /^^  cVurch\wds  tn  [danger!  .Calling  upon  the  Archbifltop. 
and  the  dignified  clergv,  to  ufc  their  authofity,  aMJftcj^  forvvr^rd* 
foraMr.  WiUiamM^les,  a  layman,*  fead'  affifted  .^N^r.' W^^fleV 
5n  adminiftering  tKe  Lord^s  Suppdr ;— j-the  &reateft  innovation  that* 
had  occurred  for  the  laft  .fifty  lyears'! .  .;  This  bh)ught  ori  ^  C09- 
troverfjrthro*  tHc^medium'of  the  jsTavs  Paper,  which  continues 
for  three  months.  My  name 'Was  jbahdied  about  to;fome  j|wr^ore. 
However,  I  never  interfered^  or  %rote  one  line  in,  the  debate  J; 
^ut  endeavoured  in  patience  to  poffefs  my  fouL  .  Afthe^xpiratioft 
9f  three  months,  the  fubfcribers  to  the  Papen  a>  {  was  ir^ormed; 
defited  the  Printer  to  put  no  more  of  the  meihldift  nonfen)^f  \x^th 
his  paper.  The  Printer  iad  the  jgood  fenft^  to  llftcn  to  the  ^equi- 
fitlon  of  his  iuftomers,  irhich  happily.  terminate4' ^s  'wquif"«Jlf 
filly cohtroveffy.       .*   '  ~  '  •    ••      1    '   .'    .        -/  ^ 

On  the  28th  of  Ijune,  I  «pibajkc?4  with]^.  Vf^i^j  &r  Ja^^^ 
Gate.    Wehada'pleafant^4,^,;.|^ 
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wc  fling  hymns  moft  of  the  way.  On  tihe  ^6th  we  aaived  at 
Chcftcj.  Having  a  Vacant  dav,  I  (rtlployed  it  (rt  leflejittpn.  I 
had  ndw'tecn  x6  yeats  in  the  Kfethodift  connexion,  12  orwhich 
I  had  laboured  as  a  preachciu  Durinfi;  which  time  I  met  with 
many  trial^'^ibWtBe  bad  aCcoQilno4aJioiis  in  Ibinfc  'j^laces,  from 
being  ^pofcd  tb  all  weathers,  from  the  ignorance  of  fome,  and 
bad  temper  of  other$«  Bat  1  n^vcrcompjaiiied,  nor  made  my 
IbfFcrings  the  fubjedt  of  my  converfation.  The  coniideration  that 
I  Wf:  #0  uopr<5|}taW«?  fcrf»nt>  ^^f^dmj  moufh/  and  gave  mc 
to  fee  every  thing  I  met  with  was  better  than  I  deferved.  But 
what  have  I  leaned  ;56xrh9  this  iiiAc?  WhJ,  fome  knowledge 
of  piyfelf ;  forpe^  ^^^^^'  acquaintance  with  God,  my  Maker, 
IRcdeenfier,  and  Sarii9ifW  j— -feme  lig;ht  into  the  SWftu^ds  *  and 
ftjttQ*noWle^  6f  tec'Pfbi>idcftte  t>f  <3od.  f  hive  alfo  "^ned 
Home  a6qfoalntantc  ¥r!th  thirty  of  the  ^ople  of  Cod,  and  foftifc 
knowledge  bf  ttifc^orid  ;*  ^  air^lcHi  I  ttefth-  to  be  tihfctfentfaijr 
*han«f^l.  But  whdt  iifi  I  tfte  better  for  all  this  knowledge  7  T6 
^y  ihame,  T  ifmft  confcfs,  but  tetyijAle  :  iFof  at  times,  tegci^ 
d^cStiotr,  and'JHvtfc'fcargain  the  doiYiihton  dv^r  hae ;  and  cattfe 
me  to  mourn  in  fccret.  But  what  good  have  I  done  ?  Thro*"flft 
mercy  of  God;  I  haV€  been  -prefBrvtd  -from'  outward,,  prefifdip- 
tuous  fiiis ;  I  have  endeavoured  to  .be  pundtudl'to  my  ap^^Mr- 
kncn0,«  never  difappointing  2  cohgi'egation';  - 1  truft,  Hkewife,  dial 
lome  fonU  have  teeft '  brought  to  GO0  by.  tny  rftinflftry^  mnt  feme 
snemiiers  «dded  to  .ev^  cirdnit  where  I' have  fabonrcd.  i  a» 
iveiy  fenfible,  were'*]  more  holy,  i  fliouhi  be  more  viidFiiL    M 

rcfent,  tfif  foul'biiumbled  andithirft  ferthefdvatioii  of  God. 
bdieye,  whatever  he  permits  to  come  upon.«ne^  'wUi  bfe  for  ttiy 
food ;  and  i  tiiift  I.Biall  be  refigned  to  hia  Will.: 

\  Bciog  appointed  for  triverpool  circuit,  t  came  to  it  witfa^a  nhfnd 
Wcvotcd  to  God,  and  a  dcterniination  faithfully  to  preach  his  Got 
iei.  >  Here  T  met' with  one  of  the  feverdft  affli^ions  that  lever 
.  was  excfciyca. withy  1  hcj^er  fe!t  nay'dependance  updn^Iod'as  I 
did  at  that  tiine'.  I  ftw,  T.  Could  ertjoy'nddiing  without  hifn  ; — 
^hat  I  was  a  compound  rof  ignorance,  weaknefs,  and  folly ; — and 
Ihat  my  light,  ftitngth,  and  purity,  were  not  my  own,,  but  came 
iijimeOTateTy'froijfi  himftlf.  I  .iras  humble'd  under  the  mTghty 
liand  of  6odi/refleae4  on  my  c6ndti6t  during  iny  marriage  ftate, 
and  confclous  rfiatT. deferved  this  icvere  trial.  .  May^ T learn  obe- 
.'dicnce  by  what  I  hkve  fuSered !  ,  tn  the  ihidft  of  my  afflictions 
1  ha^  the  Jafi]^fa<S!iQn  of  feeing  the  work  of.Relmdn  jrofper  j 
jjiiUkitudes'atteHdcd'the  preachihg ;  Upwards  of  one  nundred>reit 
addcTto  ihc'lbcicty  tfhat  winter-;  ifid  I  fpdit  the  remainder  of  tl>c 
year  in  peace. .     I  c<9)ttnued  t  fecond  vear  in  Liverpool,  aiid-th6 


S^kj^^J^i';.  kf^fika  ift^'^Wis^  built,  ai|d-*oth,^'liife«j 


OflJ*c  %iof  Mnrch,  1790,,  tjid.  J^jd  wa^  p,|^^fed  4q..rcino\c 
NJr/>¥«fley.  ' Th^  new  aml£\ed  roe  gre^tly^  .  I. loved  Mm  as  k 
bfii^Xf  ay4.h5^1y.?f^een)ed  him  on  sjccount  of  Ijis  plibHc  and 

f)riy^tc  Virtue. .  At  "tKe  KjTart^h^fter.  Conference  I  Vas  appointed 
br'Stpfl^pQTt  WcuiU  whprp  jpy  labours  w;er<?  i?Ieflcd  with  luccefs. 
0^^  %mIgHt  I'.UaYelled  \n  th^  circuit,*  ^rid  the  ptherfb^jiight^I 
waDied  ^tiqiit^S  mUes  fpun^  thp  town,  ^n^  prcsipbc^  every  c^wj- 

m/  \'  '  ' .  ■       .   '     •'  ".  •■        \       ■.  ; v;  ':: 

ThoTruftpeafif  Mmchfmi  I^Tii^rniiaify  req\jcft'n|s  the  ij>imflq[s 
fif  all'tb^  ptefiQ$.c|  Wfifft^ip  in  th^  tpifvp,  ;and  fQ^:*ft  rfwlgS^^up4» 
toi»»Qh  a  SeriDpn  fcr  th^  l^n^t  of  t^|  pharity,  ^t^y  r^fe^' 
and  choeifoUy  complied  widk  tl^e  yeqi;^(i.  1  prp^^J)^  fix  fgw*^ 
.ortt^QCfcafifln*  ap4fipU.i^d^far;0ne^i)d«^^d,  pounds,  /t^hfnp 
Wisroi neai'  6» thowfaiid p^uori^ coileap^/hjtjiis  Jhcai^s  lor  t^^  irf^ 
po«ant  ch«i:iry,  ifi  the  diffeie^t  |>la?q^  9$  ^prfli^p. .  Jt  fpufj^  gi^ 
fkffijm  Jft  e^WUiig.xhg  pe«pte  to  4ft.g^  ^?nSQ  aji  1^1^  j^ii  4> 
imitntQ-finr  h^v^p^  Fatl^f r„  uptho  pakqi^jiif  fuR  t»  riff  qB  tfe? 
4«iL»d  oo/the  t^*  w4  frn^J^th  his  5aiiv<)^  tW  j^ft  and  ^  t^ 
mpft.  I  W8fe  l^d  aifo  t9  mn^^  the  Jpej^feR  ^^^eq^ y  of  thf  Gf^ 
f^\i^^  it  ¥fits,^n>iti^ntJ,y..qal^uUtfd,jo.  Hr9fpqte  ?hp  t9iiapD)wJ 
iappiofift.pf  mwkind>  s>#  .^ell.ii^  |a  gjii^e,,Jihfi?9  yi  thj-^Jiy  J^ 
fi»irlaftii1g/eficity>. .  ...      , ;      •       .,;.;;:  .•.-: 

•  ilE»ng  (^doAiedafecdiidyeaxiaStopkpeitcia^  I  fQUi^ttcii 
ISaie  of^^ait  exereife^  pacaiiovied  by « the  geushdracqBmici^Qnrtif 
ftli  rankjs  of  people  with  regatd  to.  national  ai&iirs/:  I  icndorvouj^ 
to  pyoQieto  pea<2e>  exkovting'the^n.  to  nrndeiatioB^'  aaiti  ftcn&iog 
them  from  the.  fieriptuv^s,' that  it  ^vas.  our  dttfyitcJiohQU^-fiir 
King,  to  fubmit  $0  governors^  not  GUily  for  vrac^^.imf.  fevoott^ 
fclence  faike  ;  and  reminding-them  that  ope  kingdom  iriafe.not  tif 
this  world.  Through  the  bkffing  of  God,  my.  fool  was  Jcep^  ii 
'peacC)  I  "^as  preferved  from  iki^  and  enjoyed  the  tdHmony  of.  B 
good  confcience. 

*  IrfAii^uft,  I793>  I  wa$  appointed  for  Rochdale  circuit.  At 
firft  I  found  relu^ancc  to  go  there,  but  foon-fubmittcd'to  my  bre- 
thren, and  had  ^  very  comfortable  and  happyjrear  with  my  L«m* 
caftiire  friends.  The  belief  of  a  particular  rrovfdence,  has  all 
ways  bc^n  a  comfort  to  thy  mind,  and  inereafts  my  confidence  irt 
^  Wifcjom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  in  the  midfl:  of  eveiy  occur- 
rence. Wheji  I  tpcet  with  things  pleafing'and  agreeable*,-  I 
traife  him;  if  djfagte«:^le,  I  confider  they  are  permitted  bjr 
i^im,  kitd  intended  for  my  ^ood.  I  have  often  founds  that'  thoft 
Jhixigs  which  at  iiril  have  given  me  moft  pain,  in  the  cn&  have 
tutti^  out  to  itiy  advantage*  I  had  the  pleafiirc  of  feeing  the 
^'oA.  revive  and  profper. ;  was  much'  IjUmbledi  ^and  my  zeat 
^^ufcKened  for  th^  glory  gf  God,  and  the  good  erf"  fouls. 

i..^¥:}794>  1  ^i^  to  Wakefiald,  wh«?re  I  fqund  the  focietics  Tn 
pc^igg,  tod  Tncfeafing  in  brotherty  Ic^e.     1$  Was  atiifi^'of  rc- 

U  ».a  freihing 
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Trcfhing  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.     Here  I  had  lelfurc  fei 
jcxamii^ing  mOre  minutely  into  my  religious  principles.     When  I 
;firfl  ifet  but  as  an  itinerant  preacher,  I  took  a  good  deal  upon  truft, 
'  as  nioft  yourig  perfons  do,  placing  an  implicit  confidence  in  the 
wifdom  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Weflcy :  but  now  having  had  many 
opportiinitic?  of  convcrfing  with  perfons  of  different  pcrfuafions, 
and  hearing  all  the  preachers  in  the  Church,  and  out  of  it,  that  I 
coyld.;   and  likewife  having  read  a  great  variety  of  books  on  po- 
'lemicar  divinity,  and  marking  the  efledls  of  their-  cfodlrihes  upon 
•#ic  Kves  of  mankind,  and  the  efFeds  of  the  dodliines  which  the  • 
•Mcthocfifts  preach,  I  am  cured  of  a  fond  attachment  to  human 
creeds  arid  forms,  and  have  obtained  more  liberal  and  enlarged 
•views  of  the  religions  world ;   I  can  think,  and  let  think,  and 
when  there  Is  a  convenient  opportunity  can  join  in  focial  worftup 
Vith  all  who  call  upon  God  thr<i'  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.     But  I- 
am  rfiore  confirmed  in  the  dodrinc  of  the  untverfal  depravity  of 
ihh  Human  Race,  believing  that  man  is  prone  to  evil,  and  aveiic 
to  good-      2*  My  view?  c5  the  redeeming  Love  of  God  are  en* 
lai^d  ;  I  believe  that  he  is  good  unto  ^11  men,  that  his  tender 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  vr\^  that  Qhrlft,  by  the  grace  of 
<5od,  tafted  death  for  every  man.     3.  My  views  of  regeneration 
are,  I  truft,  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  fs^ith,     I  brieve  that 
G66y   by  his  gracious  Spirit,  'enligbtens,    enlivens,   purifies, 
ftrengthens,  and  comforts,  all  tliat  truly  look  iinto  iiim  ;  that  ijt 
is  his  will  we  (hould  be  faved  from  all  fin  in  this  lifej  lq:id  enabled 
to  ferve  him  without  tormenting  fear,  in  holinefs  and  right^p^fr 
»efs,  all  our  days.*    This  I  endeavour  to  prefs  upon  the  people^ 
m  their  doty,,  privilege,  and  intereft,  exhorting  them  to  expedl  a 
firefent  bleiTmg,  and  to  grow  in  grace,'  till  they  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  meafureof  ,the  flature  of  a  perfed  man  in  ChriA^ 
4.  The  controvcrfy  between  the  Calvinifts  and  Methodifts  I  have 
carefully  examined,  and  am  fully  perfuaded  that  the  do£lrine  of 
general  redemption  is  more  agreeable  to  tl^e  Attributes  of  God, 
.    more  conforunt  to  the  Scriptures,  and  better  calcylated  to  promote 
peace  upon  earth  and  goodwill  to  man,      5.   The  controverfy 
between  the  orthodox  and  their  opponents,  relpeiling  the  Divinity. 
of  the  Son  of  God,  I  have  confidercd,  with  much  prayer,  a?!  piy 
.    own  mind  has  be^n  often  excrcifed  upon  that  fubjc^*;   the  refult 
js,  t|iat  J  am  fully  cftabliflied  in  the  fpripti^raj  dpftrlne  of  Chrift's 
^'    Piyinjty  5    J  believe  thiit  in  him  dwells  .all  t\\c  fuUncfs.  of  the 
.  Godhead  bodily  j  ,tbat  he  }s  God  brer  all,  bleffed  for  evermore  j 
and  thait  experinaentai  rclfglon  ftands  dr  falls  with  this  important 
dcdrineV'  ^/The  do<ftririe  refpcffting  the  Af  illenniupa  ;   whethef 
^  'phVfftV'reigti'will  be  ppffonal  ^r. Spiritual ;  the  eternity  of  Hell's 
''^'  tbrrricnts  ;..fhif  Bfatifip  Villon^  toscthpr  with  the  interpretation  of 
.the  Fjrpphpcij;?  ppnn^iScd  with  tbeie  opinions,   I  have  ftudied^  ^4 
h^vG  found'  iny  Ideas  enlarged,  j^uC  not  .any  wajrs  tbanged  from 
'"'■"'*        '^  *  •  '  •  •   '    the  . 
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the  popular  bcliciF  rc'lpoiting  thefe  points;  And  altKough  I  think 
more  clofcly,  and,  I  truft,^  rhoYc  fcrfpturally,  upon  the  evang&r 
lical  dodlrincs  contained  in  the  Ap'oftle>  Crced,  I  have  not  ftca 
caufe  to  vary  .from  tiieh{^  but  corifidcr.  them  as  a  form  of  founfl 
words,  which  I  dcfire  to  hold  faft,  in  nfiy  life  and  preaching/ 
W^efield,  July  16^^  1796.  ,.      .\;  Wii.;liam  Myms^ 

,An  orioW^  sermon  qf  Mr/.  WESLEY'^  oh 
•     ISAIAH   I.  21. 

TO  thefe  mlferable  corrupters  of  the  Gbfpel  of  Chrift,  anj 
flie  poU^n^tkey  havofprefed  abr«>ad,  is  chiefly  owing,    • 

ri;  Secondly,  That  general  cortuption  in  KatSicq  as'^weli  as 
in  dpdl'rine.;  There  is  hardly  to  be  found  (O' tell,  it  not  in  Gtith| 
publifh  It  n6t  in'  the  ftreets  o£  A&elon)  either  the  form  of  God- 
linefs  or  the  power !     So  is  the  feithfUl  city  Jtjccomc  a  harlotl 

X,  With  grief  of  heart  I  fpeaje  it,,  .and  not  with  joy,  that 
fcarce  isthp  form  of  godlinefs  fcen  in(ibng  us.  Wc;  arc  all  in* 
deed  called  tp  be' Saints,  and  the  very  name  of  Chriftians,  n>eans 
nolcfs:  But  who  has  fo  much 'as  the  appearance?  Take  any 
pne  you  meet :  Take  a  fccond,  a  third,  a  fourth,  or  the  twen- 
tieth. Not  one  of  them  has  even  the  appearance  of  a  feint, '  any 
more  thaa  of  ai>  angel.  Obfcrve  his  look^  his  air,  his  gefturc  1 
Does  it  breathe  nothing  bpt  God  ?  poes  it  be/peak  a'  temple  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft !  Obferve  his  converfation ;  not  an  hour  only, 
but  day  by  jiay.  Caii  'you  gather  from  any  outward  fign,  That 
God  difelleth  in  his  heart  ?  That  thi$  is  ah  everlaftipg  fpirit 
who  is  going  to  God  ?  Would  you  imagine  that*  the  blood  of 
Chrift  was  Ih^d  for  that  foul,  and  had  purch^fcd  cverlafting  fair 
vation  for  it,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  was*  now  waiting  till 
that  fal vation  (hould  be  wrought  out  with  itar  and  trembling? 

2.  Should  it  be  faid.  Why  what  fignifies  the  Fofin'  of  Godli- 
nefs? .  Wc  readily  anfwer,  Ndthing,  if  it  be  alone.  But  the  ^ 
gbfence  of  the'Fprrn  fignifies  much.  It  fjifalliWy  proves  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  PoWcr.  For'  though  the  Form  may  be  without  the 
Poller,  yet  the 'Power  cannot  be  without,  the  Fbrrh.  Outward 
Religion  may  be  where  inward  is  nfot ;  *3iit  if  there  ishoiie  wlth- 
put,  there  can  bd  none  within.  '    .    -    *        ' 

3.  But  it  may  be  faid,  Wc  haye  public  Prayers  both  niorning 
ana  evening  in  gdl  otif  Cdllc^cs.  /It* is* true,  and  it  wer6  to  be 
wifhedthat  Jtll  the  meYnbch  th^dof/  more  cfpecially  tHe  elder, 
fliofc  ofrtotc  artfi^elEfark'dlCi*^  Voifjd^  bf 'conftantly  ^ttc;iding  thcn^ 

•'  *  *    ^  ''."'     '^ ' '•..'.      ■    lUtw 


Oiev  how  fe/ifible  they  Jirc  of  that  invaluable  privilege.  .  Bi|t 
fcavc  all  who  attend  them  the  Form,  of  Godlincfs  ?  Before  thoife 
felemn  addreiTes  tp  God  ^egin>  does  the  behaviour  of  all  who  aie 

{yrcfcnt,  (hew.  That  tK^y  luiow  before  whom  they  ftand  ?  What 
mprefllon  appears  to  he  left  on  their  minds  when  thdSe  holy  Of- 
fices are  ended  ?  And  even  during  their  contiauance  ;  cap  it.  be 
tfeilonably  tflfbrred  from  the  tenor  of  thehr  outward  behaviour, 
that  their  hearts  are  cacneftly  Gxtsd  oo-  Him  who  ftandeth  in  the 
midft  of  them  ?  J  much  fear,  were  a  Heathen,  who  underftood 
not  tor  isongue,  to  come  into  one  of  thefe  our- afibmblio6y  he 
would  fufpcdi  nothing  left,  than  that  we  were  pouring  our 
hearts  before  the  Majcfty  of  Heaven  and  Earth.  What  then  (hall 
we  iky,  if  indeed  Qod  is  not  mocjced  |  but  what  a  man  foweth 
ibat  aifo  fl^U  he  leap  ? 

4.  QnSmicbya,  howp^ver,  fayfome,  i|  camot.  lift  d^nifi^  tfiat 
wejhave  the  Form  of  Godlinefs,  having  fermons  preached  l^oth 
morning  and  afternoon,  oyer  an4  above. the  meaning  and  evepin^ 
feryi^c.  But  do  we  keep  the  reft  of  the  S^hh^^h^  d^  holy  ?  Is 
there  no  qeedlefe  vifiti^g  upon  it  ?  No  ti;if|ing  ?  JIq  impertinence 
of  convcrration  ?  Do  neither  you  yourfelf  dp  ;iny  linu^ceffary 
work  up»n  it,  nor  fufFer  others  over.whotn  ypu  hav^  apy  .poircr^ 
totreak  the  Lavs  of  God  ind  ma^i  herein?  .  |f  you'do,  even  in 
this  yoji^xav^  nothing  whereof  to  boaft.  .But, herein  q^fo  ypu  ai^ 
guilg- bdbre  God.  •   .   .,  ' 

S'/Ry^t  if  we  have  th<v  Form  of  Clodlin^ft  oji  pqc  .4ay  in  a 
week,  i^  there -not  on  ©ther  df^ys  what,  is  <juite.cpnt«.ry  thereto  ? 
Are  not  the  bcft  of  our  conyeriing  hoursr  focnt  in  .fooUft  talking 
and  jeftin^,  which  are  not  convenient  ?  Nay,  perh^*  in  wan- 
ton talking  too,  fvich  as  modeft  cars  could  pot  bear  ?  Ate  there 
not  many  aoiong  us  ibipi.  to  imt  and  (Irink  with  the  drunken  ? 
And  if  Jo,  wh^t  marvel  is  It  that  our  »fofape«f fc  Ibpuld  aifo  go 
m^into  tlie  heavens*  and  mi  oiLth&  and  curies  iat^  tbp  ear^  of  th9 
J^rd  of  Sabbaoth  ?    -t  /      * 

6.  And.even  as  to  die  ktmrs  affimed  fbf  ftudy*  fifP  ibfiY^ffV^l^ 
ally  ^ijjt,  tp.anf  hotter  purpofe  ?  Not  if  they  are  cmpl^cd  in 
re^dipg  (as  is  too  oommpnj  plays,  noveU»  or  idle  tales,  vhich 
paitur^Uy  tend  to  inf  reafe  our  inbred  corruptipn,  and  he^t  the  fur- 
nace of  .oyr  unhply  defirfs.fev^  times  hotter  than  it  w^s  .liefore  ! 
jHow  little  prcf^aabji?  is  th^iahorious  idlenefs  of  tbofe  who  fpei>4 
day  after  day  in  gamiijgorJiiverfiQns,.  vilely  cafting  away  that 
time/  the  value  of  which  they  cannot  know,  tiU  they  are  paft 
jhrough  it  into  Eternity !  . 

''  7,.  Knp^  ye  not  then  fo?  ropch  as  this,  ypu  th^t  a^  ealled  mo- 
•pl  poefl*  th^t  aJJ  Idleni^fs  i^  immorality  ?  That  thpre  is^nd 
pibff«r*4;fb0nf^y  iban  (ladv  ?  Tl^  every  wjl^utary  bl9ckhc^ 
'is^^jknave?  Ht  defrauds' his  benefaiSors^  his 'parents,  and  the 
*   world,"  and  robs  both  Gop  and  his  own  foul.  *  Yet  how  many  of 

thefc 


confumcre  nati  ?  Bora  to  cat  uplhfc  produce  tK  the  foil.  HoW 
iAnSf  irhofe  ^gumnamdera  ftof  ooi^hi^  )t(i7failni>ac}ty,  IM: to  mere  'la- 
iiiief$  ?  .:iftQPlr^fi«rv^^)ic&itil  fiteniiiQifhadeft  -thatt  icven  fu6h  an 
ooeis  I.ftoti)«LtoiMh'<>a>lh«t  .tender  poirit,}  of  the  va[ft  nutiAef 
who  have  it  in  their  power,  are  truly  learned  nmn  ?'  .  Not  t# 
{{1^:.  of  t^  :<>ther  .£aftam  tot^oqs,  who  is  there  <diat  (an 
b«  jpM  to.  MpdefrftaiHi  H^ew  ?  M^ht  |  not  %,  or  even  Gre^f 
AJ^E^iof  Jio^er  ot  Xencfphon  we  bis^  Aill  ipemember;  btf( 
how  few  can  readily  read  or  underftahd  fo  much  as  a  j^ge  of  Q\g*, 
mens  Al«xandrinu«,  Cbiyfoftom,  orEphrem  Syrus  ?  And^s  to 
Phllbfophy,  (not  "to  mention  Matiiematics,  or  the  abftrufoc 
branches  of  it^)  how  few  do  we  find  who  havelaid  the  very  foun- 
dation, wljo  are  matters  even  of  Logic?  Who  thorou^ly  un* 
derftaiid'fo  much  as  the  rules  of  fyllogixing !  The  very  doftrinc 
of  the  Rioods  and  Figures  I  O  What  is  fo  fcarceas  lcW/\ing,  fave 
itligioh? 

8.  And  4ndfed  learning  will  be  feldoni  found  without  «ieligion^ 
for  tempcMral  vieWs,  as  experience  (hews,  will  very  rarely  fiimec^ 
to  carry  any  one  through  the  labour  re(]fuired  to  4c  a  thoronjjilt 
fcholar.  Can  it  then  be  diffembled,  that  there  is  top  often  a  iJc- 
fcd.in  thdfe  to  wh6m  Ihe  care  of  youth  is  intruft^jd.?  }s  that  fo- 
Icmn  flireiaibn.  fufikieritly  confidered,  (Sta^ut.  fi.  j.)  «  X^f  thg 
Ttdor  diligently  mJtruSi  fhofe  Jcholars  conemUted  tq  his  care  injlri£i 
morality  J  imd  efpeciaTly  in  th  ,firji  principles  ^f  JfteUgion,  and' in  the 
snicks  of  UoUrineJ^, 

And  do  they  to  whom  this  important  charge  is  given,,  labouf 
dili^ntly  to  lay  this  good  foundatien  ?  7"<^  fix  true  prinwpie^  of 
iretigion^  in  the  mjnfls  of  the  youth  intrufted  with  them^.  by  their 
LeSiires  ?  .  To^  recommend  the  practice  ^creof  by  the  poweif ft 
•and  plea^ng  influence  of  their  example  ?  To  enforce  this.bjf 
Frequent  private  advice,  .ear«efljy  jand  ftrongly  irictijcatcd.  To 
obfervc  the  jprpj^riefs,  and  carefully  enquire  into  the  fcehaviotir  of 
cvciy  one  of  them  ?  Jn  a  Mrord,  to  w^tch'  over  their  Tools  as  thcjr 
that  niuft  give  acooynt?.  3 

9,  'Su^r  inf^  -finee  I  have  begim  taifpeak  upoi^  thi^  'head>  «9 
f^a  little  farther.  .  IS'thei^fufficient  care  taken  th^t  th^  fhoutd 
kiK>w^;i  ke^p  Ae  Staiutes  wj^ieh  we  are  ^U  eag^ed  to  obferve  ? 
How  thtn  is  k  ^bat  they  aM  fo  -no^df  iottlly  broken  e  v<n!y  4^^  ?. .  T<| 
♦flft^uicc  OiUy  in'4  few :  .  .    i   .  ' 

It  b  a^primcdti^sto  tdt^ineofBcea^tnU  preatMng,  ^^  Tfakt  Ai4 
(hall  publicly  attend  i^i-^Srattoates^nd  ftiht^s  flfstll  atteftd  piunc* 
|ih4^  %sA  'e^HQiilMe  )ill  i|U  be  fia^(h04»  iivkh  dueopevermce  fi(^ 
^^AcgiiwiifigtaAiewd.    P*  1,81.    ;  , 

ttis^ypeiiWfid,  <<Thit  (bh^iis  of^etitftjr  tMk^  #rall  dbftiki 
Cmmh  %]&  cii|rt»id(  ptay  ^ihetetaoiiejrcls^sviiteiided  Itr;  s^ch  ^ 

*-i  ,  Cards, 


Cards^  bice,  and  Bowis^  nor  fbzll  thfif  te  pF^Csnt  at  publie 
games  of  this  naturcv"     P.  157.  •  • 

1 1  is  s^poioted,  «<  That  ali  (^  itesol  fiobletiietf  ^cepeed)  (hall 
dccuftom  themfelvea  ta  bhck  or  dack  colouiml  ctoi^&ig;  and 
chat  they  (hall  k^p  at  the  utmoft  diftaiiee  from  pomp  sfitid  extra- 
vagance."   P.  157. 

It  16  appointed,  "  That  (bholars  tff  cVerf  rank  (fall  abftairt 
from  Alehoufes,  Inns,  Taverns,*  and  from  every  plaice  wWiln 
the  city  where  wine,  or  any  other  kind  of  liqtior  is  ordinarily 
fold."    P.  164- 

lb.  It  will  be  objeflcd,.  perhaps,  "  That  tliefc  are  6ut  littk 
things."  Nay,  but  Perjury  is  nbt  a  little  thJng:  Nor  confe- 
quently  the  wilful  breach  of  ahy  rule,  which  we  have  Iblemnlj^ 
fworn  to  obfcrve.  Surely  thofe  who  fpeak  thus  have  -  fofgotteii 
thofe  words,  Thou  Jhalt  pledge  thy  faith  to  ohferoe  all  the  fiatutes  of 
this  Unlverfity.  '  So  help  thee  Gody  and 'the  holy  infpired  Gofpeh  of 

chtijtr'  p..  229. 

11.  But  fs  this  Oath  fufficiently  confidercd  by  tliofe  whpMc 
It  ?  Or  any  of  thofe  pr^fcribed  by  public  authority  ?  Is  not thi$ 
fi>lemn  aft  of  religion,  the  calling  God  to  record  on  our  fouls, 
tommonly  treated  as  a  flight  thing?  In  particular  by  thofe 
who  fwear  by  the  living  God,  "  That  neither  Intreaties  mr  re- 
ward; neither  hatred  nor  friendjhip  ;  neither  hope  nor  fear ^  induce 
them  to  give  a  tefiiinony  to  any  unworthy  perfon.  P-  88.'  And  h^ 
thofe  wio  fWear,  **  I  know  this  perfon  to  be  meet  and  fit  iH  morals 
Md  kfio^vledge  for  that  high  degree  to  which  he  is  prefented  ?  '• 
P.  114.-' 

12.  Yet  one  thing  more.  We  have  all  teftified  before  God^ 
•*  That  all  and  evety  the  Articles  of  our  Church,  as  alfo  the 
book  of  Common-Praydr,  and  the  Ordaining  of  ^Bifliops,  Priefts, 
and  Deacons,  ate  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God."  And  in  fo 
doing  we  have  lik6wife  teftified,  "  That  both  the  firft  and  the  fe- 
cond  book  of  Homilies,  doth  contain  godly  arid  wholefome  doc- 
ifrine."  But  upon  what  evidence  *have  rtiariy  of  us  decljired  this  ? 
Have  we  not  afBrmed  the  thing  we  know  not?  If  fo,  however 
true' they  may  happen  to  be,  we  are  found  falfe  witneflcs  before 
Goo.  Have  the  greater  part  of  us  ever  ufed  any  nieans  to  kho^ 
whether  thefe  things  were  fo  or  not?  Have  we. ever,  for  one 
liour,  ferioufly  confidered  the  Artitlc^  to  which  we  have  fabfcrib- 
cd  ?  If  not,  how  (hamefuUy  do  we  elude  the  ddign  of  tlie  very 
Compilers  who  jpompiled  them,  To  remove  diffiertnce  of  ophAmf 
*mtid  to  ifiahlifb  unanimity  in  the  true  Religion  ?  - 

'  Have  we  half  of  us  read  over  the  Book  of  Gommon-Praycr 
Md  of  ordaining  Bi(hops,  Priefts,  and  Deacons  ?  If  not^  what 
is  it  lire  haVe  lb  iolcmnly  confirmed  T  In  plain  terms,  we  caiinot 
telL    And  ms  to  the  two  Books  of  Homilieii,  h  i%  Well  if  #  teotl 
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part  of  thofe  wto  have  fubfcribed  to  thcm^  I  \yUl  npt  fay,  had 
confidcrcd  them'before  they  ffid  this,  but  if  they  have  evea.Te^d 
them  over  to  this  day  !  Alas,  my  brethren  !  .  How  fliall  wc  re- 
concile  tliefc  things  even  to  comnaon  honefty,  to  plain  heathen 
morahty  ?  So  far  arc  thofe  virho  do  them,  nay,  and  perhj^ps  de-» 
fend  them  too,  from  having  even  the  Formof  Chriftian  God- 
linefs!  .  ,.,,..  ^ 

13.  But  waving  all  thefe  things,  where  is  the  Power  ?  Who 
are  the  living  witnefles  of  this  ?.»•  Who  among  us,  (let  God  wit- 
nefs.with  our  hearts)  experimentally  knows  th«  force  of  inward 
Holinefs  ?  Who  feels  in  himfelf  the  workings  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  drawing  up  his  mind  to  high  and  heavenly  things  ?  Who 
can  witnefs, — ^^  The  thoughts  of  my  heart  God  hath  cleanfed  by 
the  infpiration  of  his  Holy  Spirit  ?  '*  Who  knoweth  that  **  Peat*e 
of  God  which  paffeth  all  underftanding  ? ''  Who  is  he  that  <<  re- 
joicelh  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  ?  "  Whofe  <<  af- 
.feftions  are  fet  on  things  above,  not  on  things  of  the  earth  ?  '* 
Whofe  «  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  ?  "  Who  can  fay,  ^f  I 
am  crucified  with  Chrift  ;  yet  I  live,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth 
in  me  ;  and  the  life  that  I  now  live  in  the  body,  I  live  by  tho 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for 
me?"  In  whofe  heart  is  the  "  Love  of  God  fhed  abroad;  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  which  is  given  unto  him  ?  '* 

14.  Is  not  almoft  the  very  notion  of  this  Religion,  loft  ?  **ls 
there  not  a  grofs  overflowing  ignorance  of  it  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  ut-. 
teriy  defpifed  ?  Is  it  not  wholly  fet  at  nought  and  trodden  under 
foot  ?  Were  any  one  to  witnefs  thefe  things  before  Gop,  wouM 
he  not  be  accounted  a  madman,  an.  enthufiaft  ?  Am  not  I  unto 
you  a  Barbarian,  who  fpeak  thus  ?  My  brethren,  my  heart  bleeds 
for  you.  O  that  you  would  at  length  take  knowledge^  and  un- 
derftand  that  thefe  ar^  tlie' words  of  truth  and  fobcrnefs !  O  that 
you  knew,  at  leaft,  in  this  your  day,  the  things  thai  make  far 
your  peace! 

ij.  I  have  been  a  meflfenger  of  heavy  tidings  this  day.  Bat 
Ae  vove  of  Chrift  conftraineth  mq  :  And  to  me.  it  was  the  lefs 
grievous,  bccaufe  for  you  it  was  fafe,  I  dcfire  not  to  aocufetht 
children  of  my  people.  Therefore,  neither  do  I  fpeak  thm  iti 
the  ears  of.  them'that  fit  on  the  wall :  But  to  you  I  endeavour  fa 
ipeak  the  truth  in  love,  as  a  faithful  minifter  of  Jcfus  Chrift, 
•And  I  can  now  call  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  ffom 
the  blood  of  all  men.  For  I  have  not  ihunned  to  declare  uat6 
yoM  all  the  Gounfel  of  Gop. 

16.  May  the  God  of  ajl  Grace,  who  is  long-fqfFcring,  of  teri- 
•.der  mercy,  and  repenteth  him  of  the  evil,  fix  thcfc  things  in  your 
hearts,  iid  water  the  feed  he  hath  fown  vrith  the  dew  of  Hc?.vcn* 
May  he  correfl:  .whatfocver  he  fceth  amifs  in  us,  MaV  he  fupply 
-    Voi,.  XXi  July,  17^7^  whatfc*«Y<?r' 
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•whatfoever  is  ^ranting.     May  he  perfe6t  that  which  is  according 
to  his  will  i    and  fo  cftablifli,  ftrengthen,  and  fettle  us,  thatthis^ 
place  may  again  be  a  faithful  City  to  her  Lord,  yea,  the  praifc 
of  the  whole  earth  ! 
June  24,  I74I, 


A  Serious  ADDRESS. 

To  the  PREACHERS  qF  the  GQS.PEL  of  CHRIST, 

[  Continued  Jrom  page  273.  ] 

III,  T  ET  your  convcrfation  be  grave,  manly,  and  venerable^ 
JLi  Remember  your  ftation  in  the  Church,  that  you  fink 
not  into  levity  and  vain  trifling,  that  you  indulge  not  any  ridicu^ 
lous  humours  or  childifh  follies,  below  the  dignity  of  your  cha- 
ra£ler :  JCeep  up  the  honour  of  your  oflice  among  men,  by  a  re- 
markable fan£tity  of  manners,  by  a  decent  and  manly  deportment. 
Remember  that  our  ftation  docs  not  permit  any  of  us  to  fet  up 
for  a  buffoon  ;  nor  will  it  be  any  glory  to  us  to  excel  in  farce  and 
comedy  Let  otiiers  obtain  the  honour  of  being  good  jefters,  and 
of  having  it  in  their  power  to  fprcad  a  laugh  round  the  company 
when  they  pleafe  :  But  let  it  be  our  ambition  to  adt  on  the  ftagc 
of  life  as  men  who  are  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  God  of  Hea- 
ven, to  tlic  rci|l  benefit  of  mankind  on  earth,  and  tp  their  ?teni4- 
interefts 

Yet  there  is  no  need  that  your  behaviour  (hould  have  any  thing 
ftiff  or  haughty,  any  thing  fuUen  or  gloomy  in  it :  There  is  an 
2St  of  pleafing  in  convcrfation,  that  will  maintain  the  honour  of 
a  fupcrior  oflice,  without  a  morofe  filencc,  without  an  aiFeftcd 
ftiffiiefs,  and  without  a  haughty  fuperiority. 

Let  a  cheerful  freedom,  a  generous  friendfliip,  and  an  innocent 
pleafqre  generally  appear  on  your  coimtenancc ;  and  let  your  fpcech 
be  ever  kii>d  aqd  affectionate.  Do  not  put  on  any  forbidding  airs, 
nor  let  the  humblcft  foul  be  afraid  to  fpeak  to  you.  Let  your 
whole  carriage  be  civil  and  affable  ;  let  your  addrefs  to  men  be 
open  and  free,  fuch  as  may  allure  perfons  to  be  open  and  free 
with  you  in  the  important  concerns  of  their  fouls.  Seek,  as  6r 
as  poffibie,  to  obtain  all  your  pious  defigns  by  foft  and  gentle  me- 
thods of  perfuafion. 

When  you  are  called  to  the  unpleafing  and  painful  work  of 
Reproof y  this  may  be  done  effedually  upon  fome  occaiions  without 
fpcaking  a  word.  When  vicious,^  or  uncleanly,  or  unbccomiflg 
fpeeches  arife  in  public  converfatron,  a  fudden  filence  with  an  af- 
fumed  gravity,  will  often  be  a  fenfible  and  fuffieient  reproof.  Or 
where  words  of  admonition  may  not  be  prppcr  becault:  of  dw 
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tompany,  fometimes  a  fudden  departure  may  be  the  beft.'^ay  td 
Jacqiiaint  them  with  yoiir  difapprobatiort.  /        .  •    ; 

But  there  are  cafes  wherein  fuch  a  tacit  rebuke  is  hdt  iufficicnt 
to  anfwer  your  charafter  and  yoiir  office.  Somelimes  it  is  necef- 
fary  for  a  minifter  to  bear  a  public  and  exprcfs  witnefs  agairil^  imj- 
morality,  or  againft  vile  and  impious  difcpurfe/  Yef  in  general  it 
muft  be  faid,  if  a  reproof  carl  be  given  in  fedrct,  it  is  befti  anc^ 
mod  likely  to  prevail  uporl  the  offender,  becaufe  it  left  irfitJitc^ 
his  jpaffions,  lior  awaketis  his  pride  to  Vindicate  himfelfj  and'  td 
defpifc  all  reproof. 

Whcnfoevcr  Providence  calls  you  to  this  work j  make  it  appeal? 
to  the  trarifgreffor  that  you  do  it  with  regret  and  pain  :  Let,  hint 
fee  that  you  are  not  giving  Vertt  tb  your  own  wrath,  bilt  feekini 
hi^  inter'eft  >rid  Welfare  ^  and  that  Were  it  riot  for  the  •  horipiir  of 
.  God,  and  for  his'good,  you  Woiild  gladly  excufe  yourfelf  froni 
the  ungrateful  talk ;  and  that  it  is  a  work  iil  whkh  your  Ipirit 
takes  no  delight;  If  the  cafe  arid  circumftances  i-equirc  iqmc 
fpecches  that  are  aWful  and  feVere,  let  It  appear  ftill  that  your 
love  and  pity  are  the  prevailing  pafliorts,  arid  that  even  yoiir  anger 
has  fomething  diVinc  aild  holy  in  it,  as  being  raifed  and  pointed 
againft  the  fin,  rathet  th^n  againft  the  linnet. 

Study  to  make  the  whole  of  your  carriage  and  difcourfe  amongft 
men  fo  erigaging,  as  may  invite  eyeri  ftrangefs  to  love  you,  and 
allure  them  to  love  religion  fbr  your  fake. 

IV.  in  order  to  iattain  the  fame  end^  let  your  coriverfation  be 
attended  with  much  felf-denial  and  meeknefs :  Avoid  the  charac- 
ter of  a  humourift,  and  be  not  fond  of  littje  things,  nor  peevifh 
for  the  want  of  them.  Supprefs  rifing  paflTion  early*  If  you  arc 
providentially  led  into  argument  and  difpute,  whether  on  themes 
of  belief  or  practice,  be  very  watchful  left  you  run  into  fierce 
contentiori,  into  angry  arid  noify  debate.  Guard  againft  every 
"Word  that  favours  of  malice^  or  of  bitterriefs  :  Watch  againft  the 
firft  ftirrings  of  wrath  or  refefttmeht :  Beir  with  patience  the  con- 
^radiiSiCrt  of  others,  and  forbear  to  return  "  railing  for  railing." 
A  ttiinifter  "  muft  be  geritle>  and  not  apt  to  ftrive,  but  meekly 
irtftrudUng  gainfaycrs*** 

.  He  fiiould  never  be  ready  either  to  give  or  take  offence,  but  he 
fiiould  teach  his  people  to  negledl  and  bury  refentmcnt,  to  b^  deaf 
to  rcproaCheS)  and  to  forgive  injuries,  by  his  own  example,  eVcn 
as  God  has  foVgiVen  all  of  us.  Let  us  Inlitate  his  divine  pattern 
who  forgives  oUr  infinite  dfftnces  for  the  fake  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
**  A  Bilhop  muli  tiot  be  a  brawler  nor  a  ftriker,"  but  i'uch  as  the 
Apoftlc  was,  **  gentle  among  the  people,  cv6n  ^  a  nurfe  Che-* 
tifhes  her  children  ;  and  being  afFedionately  defirous  of  their  wcl- 
ftre/'   wc  Ihould  be  willing  «'  to  Impact  not  only  t^e  Gofpel  of 

X  X  2  God 


fi4^        A  fcrious  Addrcfs  tS  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpcl. 

Obd  to  them,"  but  any  thing  that  is  dear  to  us,  for  the  falvatlon 
of  their  fouls. 

'  t^tycr  fuffer  any  differences  to  arife  between  you  and  any  6f 
the.  pec  pie  who  are  committed  to  your  care,  or  attend  on  your 
^ihif^urions :  This  will  endanger  the  fucccfs  of  your  beft  labours 
arrfurig  them,  .and  for  this  reafon,  though  you  vifit  families  with 
freedom,  yet  avoid  all  unneceffary  enquiries  into  their  domeftic 
affairs  by  a  prying  curiolity  ;  the  picafure  of  fuch  Tecrets  will 
never  pay  for  the  danger  that  attends  them,  and  your  own  bufinefe 
is  fufficicnt  for  you. 

Avoid  entering  into  any  of  the  little  private  and  perfonal  quar- 
rels that  may  arife. amoiig  them,,  unlefs  Providence  give  you  an 
Evident  call  to  become  a  peace-maker  :  But  even  in  this  bleffed 
work  there  is  fom.c  danger  of  difobliging  brve  fide  or  the  other  ; 
for  thoiigli  both  fides  are  often  to  bl^me,  y^t  each  fuppofes  hiitifelf 
fa  nr^uch  in  the  right,  that  your  fofteft*  and  moil  candid  intimation. 
of  their  being  culpable  even  in  little  things,  will  fometimej 
awaken  the  jealoufy  of  one  or  both, parties  agaijift  you,  this  will 
tend  to  abate  their, elVeerh  of  you,,  and  give  a  coldnefs  to  their  at- 
tention oh  your  facred  fefyices.  We  had  need  be  "  wife  as  fer- 
pents  in  this  cafe,  and  hafmlefs  as  doves." 

.  y.  Let  your  converfation  be  as^  fruitful  and  edifying  as  your 
ftatloh  and  opportunities  "will  allow.  Wherefoeyer  you  come, 
endeavour  that  the  world  may  fee  the  better  Tor  you.  If  it  be  the 
dut)'  of  every  ChrifKaWj  much  ihorc  is*it  the  intlifpenfiblc  diity 
1^  a  niihifter  of-Chrift^  to  ^^  take  heed  that  no  corrupt  commu- 
htcu'tiob  proceed  out'  of  his  mouth,  'but  that  which  is  good  for 
edifeation,    tliat  it  may  minifter  grace  to  the  hearers,"    Eph. 

i^.    29'.  '.         .       '         r 

'In  your  private  vifits  to  the  members,  of  "your  flock,  or  to  the 
noufrs  of  thofe-who  attend  on  your  miiiiftry,  depart  not  without 
putting  in  fome  word  for  God  and  rcligipn,  for  Chrift  and  his 
Gofpel :  Take  occafioo  from  cbmipon  ocQurrences  that  arife,  to 
.introduce  fome  difcoiirfe  of  things  facred.  Let  it  be  done  with 
prudence  and  holy  fkill,~  that  the  company  may  be  led  .into  It  e'er 
they  are  aware.  The  ingenious  Mr.  Norris's  little  EHfcourfe  of 
^Relmous-  CrmvcrJatiGn-y  and  Mr.  Matthew  Henrj^'s  Sennon  ot 
'Friendly  ViJitSy  have  nianv  cxceHent  and  valuable  hints  in  them. 

.  Ixisio  be  cpnfeffed,  that  the  beft  of  Minifters  and  Chriftians 
Yometinics  faH-into.  fych  compajnyj  "that  it  is  hardly  .poffiblc  to 
.fpcaXTa  word,  for  Gfod  and  the  Gofpcl"  among  them.  Try  then, 
Vhethcr  you  caniXOt  introduce  a  word  of  human  virtue,  of  good- 
Ficfe,  mcckncfs,  h^njiiity,  or  tem.perance.  '  There  is  a  time  of 
.keeping  iilcncc  iind  ^rcftraining  our  lips  as  with  a  bridle,  even 
Tron^-eVcry  thing  that  is  pioufly  good,  while  fome  fort  "of  wicked 
0kIiTt;iii(i1before  us.     The  bcil  liie'h  are  fometimes  dumb  widi 

filcncc, 


A  fcrious  Addtefs  to  the  Preskrhejs  6f  the  Gofpei.         321} 

filcnce,  and  dare-not  fpeak  of  God  or  religion,  leftthfey  (honld 
"  caft  their  pearls  before  fwine,  and  give  their  holy  things  to 
dogs,"  and  left  they  fhould  provoke  the  unclean>  or  the  envious 
animals  to  foam  out  their  impurities,  or  "  to  turn  again  and  rend 
them."  But  I  doubt  this  caution  has  been  carried  much  further 
by  our  own  cowardice  and  carnality  of  fpirit,  than  David  ever 
praftifed  it  in  the  39th  Pfalm,  or  than  Jefus  Chrift  meant  it  in 
the  7th  of  Matthew.  Let  us  take  heed  then,  that  we  abufe  not 
this  prudent  caution  to  a  manifcft  ncgledl  of  our  duty;  and  to 
with-hold  our  jips  from  the  things  of  God,  wher6  Providence 
gives  us  a  fair  opportunity  to  fpcak  of  them. 

Take  occafion  to  fpcak  a  kind  and  rfeligious  word  to  the  chil- 
dren of  the  houiliold  ;  put  them  in  mind  of  avoiding  fome  child- 
ilh  folly,  or  of  pradiiing  fome  duty  that  belongs  to  their  age. 
Let  your  memory  be  well  furniflied  with  the  words  of  Scripture 
fuited  to  the  fevcral  ages  of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  various 
occafions  of  life,  that  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  yoxit, 
mouth  may  fpeak  to  the  advantage  of  all  that  hear  you,  and  par-* 
ticularly  to  improve  the  younger  part  of  mankind,  who  are  the 
hope  of  the  next  generation.  Make  the  lambs  of  the  flock  love 
you,  and  hear  your  voice  with  delight,  that  they  may  grow  up 
under  your  inft ruction,  to  fill  up  the  room  of  their  fathers  whert 
they  are  called  away  to  heaven  :  Nor  let  fervantS  be  negle(Sed, 
where  Providence  may  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  fpeak  a  word 
to  their  fouls. 

Learn  what  are  tho  fpiritual  circumftances  of  the  fatnilieft 
whom  you  vifit,  and  addrefs  them  with  a  word  in  feafon,  where 
you  can  have  proper  opportunity.  Converfe  perfonally  with  them 
about  their  eternal  cdhcerns.  Let  the  eafe  and  gentlenefs  of  your 
addrcffes  to  them,  in  a  natural  and  familiar  way,  take  off  all 
that  fhy  and  bafhful  tinfture  from  their  minds,  that  is  ready  to 

frevent  their  uttering  a  word  about  the  concerns  of  their  fouls, 
nquirc  tenderly  into  tkcir  ftate  with  regard  to  God  ;  draw  fin- 
ncrs  by  words  of.  campaflion  to  repent  of  their  crimes,  to  return 
to  God,  and  to  truft  in  Jefus  the  Saviour.  •  Teach  Chriftjans  fin- 
cercly  to  love  and  to  pra6life  dutj'",  and  to  endure  with  honour  the 
trials  of  life.  Teach  them  to  be  fiq^  and  die  as  becomes  the  dif- 
ciplcs  of  Chrift.  Treafure  up  your  own  experiences  of  divine 
things,  not  vfAy  as  matters  of  delightful  review  in  your  own  re- 
tircmeats,  and  for  tl>€  encouragement  of  your  own  hopes,  but  as 
Jcffons  to  be  taught  your  people  upon  all  prefer  occafions. 
"  Whether  you  are  afflided,  or  whether  you  are  comforted,  let  it 
be  for  their  confolation  and  falvatioa,"  a  Cor.  i.  6. 

A  Miniftcr,  whofe  bufineft  and  know^n  employment  it  is  to 
•fpcak  of  the  things  of  God,  ihould  never  be  afliamed  to  impart 
divine  knowledge,  or  to  exhort  to  holinefs  with  his  lips,  and  to 
preach  the  word  of  the  Gofpel  of  Grace,  whether  the  world  calls 

it 
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it  infiafon  cr  out  of  Je&fm^  %  Tim,  iv.  i.  He  that  has  the  happf 
talent  of  Parlour  Pnaching^  has  fomctimes  done  more  for  Ghrift. 
;ind  fouls  in  the  fpacc  of  a  few  minutes,^  than  by  the  labour  of 
many  days,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of  preaching  in  the  pulpit.  Our 
tharadcr  ftiould  be  all  of  a  pieces  arid  we  Ihould  help  forward 
the  fuccefs  of  our  public  miniftrations  by  our  private  addreffes  to" 
the  hearts  of  men,  where  Providence  favours  us  ivith  juft  oc- 
cafions* 

In  order  to  promote  this  work  of  pstrficular  watchfulhefs  over 
the  flock  of  Chrift,  where  he  has  made  you  a  fhepherd  and  over- 
feer,  it  is  ufeful  to  keep  a  catalogue  of  their  names,-  and  now  and 
then  review  them  with  a  paftoral  eye  and  affection*  This  will 
awaken  and  incline  you  to  lift  up  proper  petitions  for  each  of  them/ 
fo  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  their  circumftances  in  body  or 
mind.  This  will  excite  you  to  give  thanks  to  God  on  account  of 
thofe  who  walk  as  becomes  the  Gofpel,  and  who  have  either  be- 
gun,  or  proceeded  and  increafed  in  the  chrlftian  life  and  temper 
by  your  miniftry  :  You  will  obferve  the  names  of  the  negligent 
and  backfiiding  Ghriftians,  to  mourn  over  them  and  admoniih 
them  :  You  will  be  put  in  mind  how  to  difpofe  of  your  time  in 
chriftian  vifits,  and  learn  the  better  to  fulfil  your  whole  miniftry 
among  them. 

We  (hall  enlarge  no  farther  in  the  enumeration  of  our  duties^ 
which  would  eafily  fwell  into  a  volume,  if  they  were  fet  before 
our  eyes  in  their  full  extent  :  But  in  general,  we  fay,  thefe  are 
the  methods  whereby  we  muft  **  take  h^ed  to  ourfelves,  if  we 
would  fulfil  the  miniftry  that  we  have  received  of  Chrift."  To 
fupply  what  is  omitted,  read  frequently,  and  with  holy  attention, 
the  Epiftles  of  Paul  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  which  will  furniflt 
you  richly  with  diredlions  for  your  work. 

£  To  he  concluded  in  the  next.  ] 


LETTER    VI.L 
From  the  Bisho^of  LANDAFF  to  THOMAS  PAINE. 

[  Continued  from  page  2854  ] 

«<  npHE  New  Teftament,  they  tell  us,  is  founded  upon  the 
JL  prophecies  of  the  Old  ;  if  fo,  it  muft  follow  the  fate  of 
it's  foundation." — ^Thus  you  open  your  attack  upon  theNew  Tef- 
tament ;  and  I  agree  with  you,  that  the  New  Teftament  muft  fol- 
low the  fate  of  the  Old  ;  and  that  fate  is  to  remain  unimpaired  bjr 
fuch  efforts  as  you  have  made  againft  it.  The  New  Teftament, 
however,  is  not  founded  folely  on  the  prophecies  of  the  Old.  If 
a  heathen  from  Athens  or  Rome,  who^  bad  nevcjr  heard  of  the 

prophecies 
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prophecies  of  the  Old  Teflamcntj  had  been  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  mU 
■j-acles  of  Jefus,  he  would  have  made  the  lame  conclufion  that  the  Jew 
Nicodemus  didrr-"  Rabbi,  we  know  thai  thou  art  a  teacher  come  froi^i 
God ;  for  no  man  can  do  thefe  miracles  that  thou  doeft,  except  God  be 
with  him.'*  -rr  Qur  ^ayiour  tells  tjie  Jews,  tt-  "  Had  ye  believed  Mofes, 
ye  would  have  believed  me  ;  for  he  wrote  of  me  :  "irr-and  he  bids  them 
fearch  the  Scriptures,  for  they  teftified  of  him  : — But,  not  with  {landing 
this  appeal  to  the  prophecies  of  ^he  Old  Teftament,  Jefus  faid  to  the 
Jewsj  '^  Though  ye  believe  not  me,  believe  the  works.'*— Believe  vac 
for  the  very  works'  fake.'*rc-"  If  I  had  not  done  among  them  the  works 
which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  fin.*'*r-Thcfe  are  fufficicnt 
proofs  that  the  truth  of  Chrift'^  miflion  was  not  even  to  the  Jews, 
inuch  lefs  to  the  Gentiles,  founded  folely  on  the  truth  of  the  prophecies 
©f  the  Old  Teftament.  So  that  if  you  could  prove  fome  of  thefe  pro- 
phecies to  have  been  mifapplied,  and  not  completed  in  the  perfon  of 
Jefus,  the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion  would  not  thereby  be  over- 
turned.—That  Jefus  of  Nazareth  was  the  perfon,  in  whom  all  the  pro- 
phecies, direft  and  typical,  in  the  Old  Teftament,  refpefting  the  Mef- 
fiah,  were  fiilfiUcd,  is  a  propofition  founded  on  thofe  prophecies,  and 
to  be  proved  by  comparing  them  with  the  hiftory  of  his  life.  That 
Jefus  was  a  prophet  fcnt  from  God,  is  one  propofition— -that  Jefus  was 
fhe  prophet,  the  Mefliah,  is  another  :  and  though  he  certainly  was  both 
fx  prophet  and  the  prophet,  yet  the  foundations  of  the  proof  of  thefe 
propofitions  are  feparate  and  diftinft. 

The  **  mere  exiftence  of  fuch  a  woman  as  Mary,  and  of  fuch  a  man 
as  Jofeph,  and  Jefus,  is,'*  you  lay,  "  a  matter  of  indifference,  about 
which  there  is  no  ground  either  to  believe  or  io  diftjelieve.** — Belief  is 
different  from  knowledge,  with  which  you  here  feem  to  confound  it. 
We  know  that  the  whole  is  greater  than  its  part  —  and  we  know  that 
all  the  angles  in  the  fame  fegraent  of  a  circle  are  equal  to  each  other — p 
we  have  intuition  and  demonftration  as  grounds  of  this  knowledge  ; 
but  is  there  no  ground  for  belief  of  paft  or  future  exiftence  ?  Is  there 
no  ground  for  believing  that  the  fun  will  exift  to-morrow,  and  that  your 
father  exifted  before  you  ?  You  condefcend,  however  to  think  it  pro- 
bable, that  there  were  fuch  perfons  as  Mary,  Jofeph,  and  Jefus  ;  and, 
without  troubling  yourfelf  about  their  exiftence  or  non-exiftence,  af- 
fuming,  as  it  were,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  but  without  pofitively 
granting,  their  exiftence,  you  proceed  to  inform  us,  "  that  it  is  the  fa- 
ble of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  told  in  the  New  Teftament,  and  the  wild  and 
vifionary  doftrine  raifed  thereon,*'  againft  which  you  contend.  You 
will  not  repute  it  a  fable,  that  there  was  fuch  a  man  as  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
that  he  lived  in  Judea  near  eighteen  hundred  years  ago  ;  that  he  went 
about  doing  good,  and  preaching,  not  only  in  the  villages  of  Galilee, 
hut  in  the  city  of  Jerufalem  ;  that  he  had  feveral  followers  who  con- 
ftantly  attended  him  ;  that  he  was  put  to  death  by  Pontius  Pilate  ;  that 
his  difpiplcs  were  numerous  a^  few  years  after  his  death,  not  only  in  Ju- 
dca,  but  in  Rome  the  capital  of  the  world,  and  in  every  province  of 
the  Roman  empire  ;  that  a  particular  day  has  been  obferved  in  a  reli- 
gious manner  by  all  his  followers,  in  commemoration  of  a  real  or  fup- 
pofed  refurreftion  ;  and  that  the  conftantr  celebration  of  baptifm,  and  q£ 
the  Lord's  fupper,  may  J^e  traced  back  from  the  p^refcnt  time  to  him, 
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as  the  author  of  thofe  inftitutions.  Thefe  things  conftitute,  I  fuppolc^ 
.  no  part  of  your  fable  ;  and  if  thefe  things  be  fafts,  they  will,  when 
.maturely  confidered,  draw  after  them  lb  many  other  things  related  in 

the  New  Teflament  concerning  Jefus,  that  there  will  be  left  for  your 

fable  but  very  fcanty  materials,  which  will  require  great  fertility  of  in- 
'  vehtion  before  you  will  drcfs  them  up  in  any  form  which  will  not  dif- 

guft  even  a  fuperhcial  gbferver. 

.  The  miraculous  conception  you  cfleem  a  fable,  and  in  your  mind  it 
'  is  an  oblcenc  fable. — Impure  indeed  mufl  that  roan's  imagination  be, 
•who  can  difcover  any  obfcenity  in  the  angel's  declaration  to  Mary  :— 
.««  The  Holy  Ghoft  fhallxome  upon  thee^  and  the  power  of  the  Higbeft 
ihall  overihadow  thee  ;  therefore  that  Holy  Thing  which  fhall  be  bom 
.  'of  thee  Ihall  be  called  the  Son  of  God/' — I  wonder  you  do  not  find 
obfcenity  in  Genefis,  where  it  is  faid,  "  The  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon 
the  face  of  the  waters,"  and  brought  order  out  of  confufion^  a  world 
out  of  a  chaos,  by  his  foftering  influence.  As  to  the  chriftian  faith 
being  built  upon  the  heathen  mythology,  there  is  no  ground  whatever 
for  the  affertion  ;  there  would  have  been  fome  for  faying,  that  much  of 
the  heathen  mythology  was  built  upon  the  events  recorded  in  the  Old 
Tcftamcnt, 

You  come  now  to  a  demon (Iration,  or,  which  amounts  to  the  fame 
ihiqg,  to  a  propofuion  which  cannot,  you  fay,  be  controverted: — firft, 
*'  That  the  a[^reement  of  all  the  parts  of  a  ftory  does  not  prove  that 
,flory  to  be  true,  becaufe  the  parts  may  agree  and  the  vhole  may 
be  falfe  ;  —  fecondly,  that  the  difagretincnt  of  the  parts  of  a  flory 
proves  that  the  whole  cannot  be  true.  The  ngrccment  does  not  prove 
truth,  but  the  difagreement  proves  falfehood  pofitively."  Great  ufc, 
I  perceiv^e,  is  to  be  made  of  this  propofition.  You  will  pardon  my 
unfldlfulnefs  in  dialeftics,  if  I  prefume  to  controvert  the  truth  of  this 
abHraft  propofition,  as  applied  to  any  purpofe  in  life.  The  agreement 
of  the  parts  of  a  flory  implies  that  the  flory  has  been  told  by,  at  leaft, 
two  pcrlbns  (the  life  of  Dr.  Jolmfon,  for  inflauce,  by  Sir  John  Haw- 
Ivins  and  Mr.  Bofwel).  Now  1  think  it  fcarcely  poffible  for  even  two 
pcrions,  and  the  difliculty  is  increafed  if  there  are  more  than  two,  to 
write  the  hiflory  of  the  life  of  any  one  of  their  acquaintance,  with- 
out there  being  a  confiderable  difference  between  them,  w^ith  refjpcft  to 
the  number  and  order  of  the  incidents  of  his  life.  Some  things  will 
be  omitted  by  one,  and  mentioned  by  the  other  ;  fome  tilings  will  be 
briefly  touched  by  one,  and  the  fame  things  will  be  circumftantially  de- 
tailed .by  the  other ;  the  fame  things,  which  are  menti:ned  in  the  fame 
%vay  by  ,t hem  both,  may  not  be  mentioned  as  having  happened  cxatlly 
at  the  fame  point  of  time,  with  other  poflible  and  probable  differences. 
But  thefe. real  or  appnr.c-nt  difRculties,  in  minute  circumllances,  will 
not  invnlidatc  their  teftimony  as  to  the  material  tranfaftions  of  his  life, 
much  Icfs  will  they  render  the  whole  of  it  a  fable.  If  feveral  inde- 
pendent witncifes,  of  fair'  chara£lcr,  (hould  agree  in  all  the  parts  of  a 
ilory,  (in  teftifying,'  for  inflance,  that  a  murder  or  a  robbery  was 
committed  at  i  particular  (ime,  in  a  particular  place,  and  by  a  certain 
individual,)    every  court  of   uflice  in  the  world  would  admit  the  faft, 

^'       ,  xiotwithftanding 
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notwkhftanding  the  abftraft  poffibility  of  the  whWc  being  faMt:-— 
again,  if  feveral  honcft  men  (hould  agree  in  faying,  that  they  faw  the 
king  of  France  beheaded,  though  they  fhould  difagree  as  to  the  figiitii. 
of  the' guillotine,  or  the  fixe  of  his  executioner,  as-to  the  king's  han(Jj 
being  bound  or  loofe)  as  to  his  being  compofed  or  agitated  in  ai'cending 
the  fcaffold,  yet  every  court  of  jufticc  in  the  world  \v:ould  think,  ths^ 
fuch  difference,  refpefting  the  circumftances  of  the  faft,  did  not  inva- 
lidate the  evidence  refpefting  the  faft  itfelf.  When  you  fjpeak  of  th^ 
whole  of  a  ftory,  you  cannot  mean  every  particular  circum (lance  cott- 
ne^led  with  the  ftory,  but  not  eflential  to  it ;  you  muft  mean  the  pith 
and  marrow  of  the  ftory;  for  it  would  be  impofiible  to  eftablifh  the 
tnjth  of  any  faft,  (of  admirals  Byng  or  Kfeppel,  for  example,  havipg 
negle6bed  or  not  negle^led  their  duty,)  if  a  difagreement  in  the  cvidencfe 
of  witnefTes,  in  minute  points,  Ihould  be  confidered  as  annihilating  thfe 
weight  of  their  evidence  in  points  of  importance.  In  a  word,  the  re* 
lation  of  a  faft  differs  elTentially  from  the  demonftration  of  a  thcofcni* 
If  one  ftep  is  left  out,  one  link  in  the  chain  of  ideas  conftituting  a  do- 
roonflration  is  omitted,  the  conclufion  will  be  deftroyed ;  but  a  faft 
may  be  eftablifhed,  notwithftanding  a  difagreement  of  the  witnefles  ih 
certain  trifting  particulars  of  their  evidence  refpefting  it. 

You  apply  your  incontrovertible  propofition  to  the  genealogies  cjf 
Chrifl  given  by  Matthew  and  Luke — there  is  a  difagreement  betwccot 
them ;  therefore,  you  fay,  "  If  Matthew  fpcak  truth,  Luke  fpeak^ 
falfehood ;  and  if  Luke  fpeak  truth,  Matthew  fpeaks  falfehood;  and 
hence  there  is  no  authority  for  believing  either ;  and  if  they  cannot  be 
believed  even  in  the  very  firft  thing  they  fay  and  fet  out  to  prove,  they 
arc  not  entitled  to  be  believed  in  any  thing  tbey  fay  afterwards.*'  I 
cannot  admit  either  your  premifes  or  your  conclufion  —  not  your  conV 
clufion;  becaufe  two  authors,  who  differ  in  tracing  back  the  pedigree 
of  an  individual  for  above  a  thoufand  years,  cannot,  on  that  account;, 
be  cfteeraed  incompetent  to  bear  tcilimony  to  the  tranfaftions  of  his 
life,  unlefs  an  intention  to  falfify  could  be  proved  againft  them.  If 
two  Welfh  hiftorians  fhould  at  this  time  write  the  life  of  any  remark- 
able man  of  their  country,  who  had  been  dead  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
and  fhould  through  different  branches  of  their  genealogical  tree,  carry 
up  the  pedigree  to  Cadwallon^  would  they,  on  account  of  that  differ- 
ence, be  difcredited  in  eveiy  thing  they  faid  ?  Might  it  not  be  believed 
that  they  gave  the  pedigree  as  they  had  found  it  rQcorded  in  different^ 
inflruments,  but  without  the  leaft  intention  to  write  a  fallehood  ?  — 
I  cannot  admit  your  premifes;  becaufe  Matthew  fpeaks  truth,  and 
Luke  (peaks  truth,  though  they  do  not  fpeak  the  fame  truth  ;.  Matthew 
giving  the  genealogy  of  Jofeph  the  reputed  father  of  Jefus,  and  Luke 
giving  the  genealogy  of  Mary  the  real  mother  of  Jefus.  If  you  will 
not  admit  this,  other  explanations  of  the  difficulty  might  be  given  ;  bijt 
I  hold  it  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  authors  had  no  defign  to  deceive  the  rea- 
der, that  they  took  their  accounts  from  the  public  regiften,  which  were 
careftilly  kept,  and  that  had  they  been  fabricators  of  thefe  genealogies, 
they  would  have  been  expofed  at  the  time  to  inftant  deteftion  ;  and  the 
certainty  of  that  dete£lion  would  have  prevented  them  from  making 
the  attempt  to  impofe  a  falfe  genealogy  on  the  jewifh  nation. 
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^    But  that  you  may  cffeftually  overthrow  the  credit  of  thefe  genealo^ 
gies,  you  make  the  following  calculation:-"^"  From  the  birth  of  David 
to  the  birth  of  .Chriil  is  upwards  of  1080  years ;  and  as  there  were  but 
]^'j  hiW  generations,  to  find  the  average  of  eabh  perfon  mentioned  in 
.:St.  Matthew's  lid  at  the  time  his  firfl  fon  was  born,  it  is  only  neceOfary 
to  divide  1080  by  27,  which  gives  40  years  for  each  perfon.     As  the 
,]ife-time  of  man  was  then  but  of  the  fame  extent  it  is  now,  it  is  an  ab- 
^rdity  to  fuppofe,  that  27  generations  (hould  all  be  old  bachelors,  be- 
j|ore  .they  married*     So  far  from  this  genealogy  being  a  folemn  truth,  it 
IS  not  even  a  rcafonable  lie."— *Thi$  argument  affumes  the  appearance  of 
arithmetical  accuracy,  and  the  conclufion  is  in  a  flyle  which  eveoLit's 
truth  would  not  qf/LCuk :  —  yet  the  argument  is  good  for  nothing,  and 
ihc  conclufion  is  not  true.     You  have  read  the  Bible  with  fome  atten- 
tion ;  and  you  are  extremely  liberal  in  imputing  to  it  lies  and  abfurdl* 
ties;   read  it  over  as^in,    efpecially  the  books  of  the  Chronicles,  and 
jyou  will  there  find,  that,  in  the  genealogical  lift  of  St.  Matthew,  three 
[generations  are  omitted  between  Joram  and  Ozias ;    Joram  was  the  fa- 
ther of  Az^iah,     Azariah  of  Jbafh,    Joafh  of  Amaziah,  and  Amaziah 
.of  Ozias.  —  I  enquire  not,   in  this  place,   whence  this  omiflion  pro- 
izeedcd ;    whether  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  an  error  in  the  genealogical 
^tables  from  whence  Matthew  took  his  account,  or  to  a  corruption  of 
'the  text  of  the  cvangelift  |  ftill  it  is  an  omifTion.     Now  if  you  will  add 
%cfe  three  generations  to  the  27  you  mention,  and  divide  1080  by  30, 
•you  will  find  the  average  age  when  thcfc  jcM's'had  each  of  them  their  firfl 
Ton  born  was  36.      They  married" (boner  than  they  ought  to  have  done, 
'according  to  Ariftotle,    who  fixes  thirty- fcven  as  the  mod  proper  age, 
\vheit  a  man  fhould  marry.     Nor  was  it  neccflary  that  they  fhould  have 
been  old  bachelors,  though  each  of  them  had  not  a  fon  to  fuccced  him 
till  he  was  thirty-fix  ;  they  might  have  been  married  at  twenty,  with- 
out having  a  Ion  till  they  were  forty.     You  affame  in  your  arguaiint 
•tliat  the  firft  born  fon  fuccccded  the  father  in  the  lift — this  is  not  true. 
Solomon  fuccccded  David  ;    yet  David  had  at  lea  ft  fix  fons,  who  were 
grown  to  manhood  before  Solomon  was  born  ;  and  Rehoboam  had  at 
icaft  three  fons  before  he  had  Abia  (Abijah)  who' fuccccded  him. —  It 
is  ncedlefs  to  cite  more  inftances  to  this  purpofe  ;  but  from  thefe,  and 
other  circumftances  which  might  be  infifted  upon,  I  can  fee  no  ground 
for  believing,  that  the   genealogy  of  Jefus  Chrift,  mentioned  by  St. 
Matthew,  is  not  a  folemn  truth. 

You  inliU  much  upon  fome  things  being  mentioned  by  one  cvange- 
lift, which  are  not  mentioned  by  all  or  by  any  of  the  others ;  and  you 
take  this  to  be  a  reafon  why  we  -fliould  confider  the  gofpels,  not  as  the 
.works  of  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John,  but  as  the  produ6bons 
of  ibme  uncormeHed  individual^  each  of  whom  made  his  own  legend. 
I  do  not  admit  the  truth  of  t^  fuppodtion ;  but  I  may  be  allowed  to 
XI fc  it  as  an  argument  againft  yoiirfclf  ■—  it  removes  every  poflible  fufpi- 
cion  6f  fraud  and  impofturc,  and  confirms  the  gofpcl  hiftory  in  the 
Arongeft  manner.  Four  uncanneBcd  individuals  have  each  written  me- 
moirs of  the  life  of  Jefus ;  from  whatever  fource  they  derived  their 
^naterials,  it  is  evident  that  they  agree  in  a  great  many  particulars  of  the 
laft  importance ;  fuch  as  the  purity  of  his  manners ;  tne  fanftity  of  his 
doftrincs ;  the  multitude  and  publicity  of  his  miracles ;  the  j^erfecuMng 
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fpirit  of  bis  enemies ;  the  manner  of  his  death ;  and  the  certainty  of  his 
rcfurrcftion  ;  ai  i  whilfl  they  agree  in  thefc  great  points,  their  difagrcd 
mcnt  in  points  of  little  confcqucncc,  is  rather  a  confirmation  of  the 
truth,  than  an  indication  of  the  falfchood,  of  their  fevcrai  accounts.  — • 
Had  they  agreed  in  nothing,  their  teftimony  ought  to  have  been  rejcfted 
as  a  legendary  tale;  had  they  agreed  in  every  thing,  it  might  have  beeii 
fufpeftcd  that,  inftead  of  unconnefted  individuals,  they  were  a  fct  o( 
impoftors.  The  manner,  in  which  the  evangcliflis  have  recorded  the 
particulars  of  the  life  of  Jefus,  is  wholly  conformable  to  what  we  ex- 
pcricnce  in  other  biographers,  and  claims  our  higheft  affcnt  to  it*s  truth, 
notwithftanding  the  force  of  your  incontrovertible  propofition. 

As  an  inftance  of  contradiction  between  the  evangelifls,  you  tell  iis, 
that  Matthew  fays,  the  angel  announcing  the  immaculate  conceptioti 
appeared  unto  Jofeph ;  but  Luke  fays,  he  appeared  unto  Mary.  -*^ 
The  angel,  lir,  appeared  to  them  both  ;  to  Mary,  when  he  informed 
her  that  flie  (houid,  by  the  poVvcr  of  God,  conceive  a  fon  ;  to  Jofephf 
fome  months  afterwards,  when  Mary's  pregnancy  was  vifible ;  in  the 
interim  (he  had  paid  a  vifit  of  three  months  to  her  coufin  Elizabeth^ 
It  might  have  been  expefted,  that,  from  the  accuracy  with  which  yot^ 
have  read  your  Bible,  you  could  not  have  confounded  thefe  obvioufly* 
diftinft  appearances  ;  but  men,  even  of  cAndoiir,  are  liablfc  to  miftakes* 
Who,  you  alk,  would  now  believe  a  girl,  who  fhould  fay  fhe  was  |g9t- 
ten  with  child  by  a  ghoft?  — Who,  but  yourfelf,  would  ever  have 
alked  a  queflion  fo  abominably  indecent  and  profane  ?  I  cannot  argue 
with  you  on  this  fubjeft.  You  will  never  persuade  the  world,  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  has  any  refemblance  to  the  ftage  ghofts  in  Hamlet 
or  Macbeth,  from  which  you  fccm  to  have  derived  your  idea  of  it".       ! 

The  (lory  of  the  maflacrc  of  the  young  children  by  the  order  of 
Herod,  is  mentioned  only  by  Matthew  ;  and  therefore  you  think  it  ii 
a  lie.  '  We  muft  give  up  all  hiftory  if  we  refufc  to  admit  fa£b  recorded 
by  only  one  hiftorian.  Matthew  addreffed  his  gofpel  to  the  jews,  and 
piit  them  in  mind  of  a  circurtiftance,  of  which  they  miift  have  had  a 
melancholy  remembrance ;  but  gentile  converts  were  lefs  intercfted  iti 
that  event.  The  evangelift$  were  not  writing  the  life'of  Herod,  but 
of  Jefus;  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  omitted,  aboVc  half  A  century  aftef 
the  death  of  Herod,  an  inftance  of  his  cruelty,  which  was  not  eflenti; 
ally  connefted  with  their  fubjeft.  The  maffacre,  however,  was  pra 
bably  known  even  at  Rome ;  and  it  was  certainly  correfpondent  to  the 
charafter  of  Herod.  *  John,  you  fay,  at  the  time  of  the  mafTacre,*  "  Wa4  . 
under  two  years  of  age,  and  yet  he  efcaped  ;  fo  that  the  ftoi*y  circuln* 
ftantially  belies  itfelf."  —  John  was  fix  months  older  than  Jefus;  and 
you  cannot  prove  that  he  was  not  beyond  the  age  to  which  the  order  of 
Herod  extended ;  it  probably  reached  no  farther  than  to  ithofc  who  had 
•completed  their  firft  year,  without  including  thofe  who  had  entered  nji- 
on  their  fecond :  but  without  infifting  upon  this,  ftill  I  contendthait 
you  cannot  prove  John  to  have  been  under  two  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  malTacre ;  and  I  could  give  many  probable  reafons  to  the 
contnry.  Nor  is  it  certain  that  John  was,  at  that  time,  an  that  patt 
of  th^  country  to  ii^hich  the  edi£l  of  Herod  extended.  But  then 
would  te  no  end  of  anfwering,  at  length,  all  your  little  objeftionSt 
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^  No  two  of  ihe  evaagdifby  you  d>refve|  «gree  in  reciting,  ejtaS^  ut 
ih^  fame  words,  the  written  infcription  which  was  put  over  Chrift 
Vhen  he  was  crucified.  —  I  admit  that  there  is  an  uneiTential  verbal 
^difTerence  ;  and  are  you  certain  that  there  was  not  a  verhal  difference  in 
the  infcriptions  themfelves?  —  One  was  written  in  Hebrew,  another  in 
Greek,  another  in  Latin  ;  and,  though  they  had  all  the  fame  meaningi 
J(?t  it  is .  probable,  .that  if  two  men  had  tranflatcd  the  Hebrew  and  the 
Xatin  into  Greek,  there  would  have  been  a  verbal  difference  between 
their  tranflations.  You  have  rendered  yourffelf  famous  by  writing* 
book  called  —  The  Rights  of  Man :  —  had  you  been  guillotined  by 
kobefpicrre,  with  this  titltf,  written  in  French,  EngliQi,  and  Gcfman, 
and  affixed  to  the  guillotine — Thomas  Paine,  of  America,  author  of 
'The  Rights  of  Man  —  and  had  four  perfons,  fome  of  whom  had  fecn 
Vht  execution,  and  the  reft  had  heard  of  it  from  cye-wiuicffcs,  written 
Jhort  accounts  of  your  life  twenty  years  or  more  after  your  death,  ani 
ope  had  faid  the  infcription  was  -^  This  is  Thomas  Paine,  the  author 
bfThc  Rights  of  Man  —  an<)ther,  The  author  of  The  Rights  of 
Man  —  a  third,  This  is  th^  author  of  The  Rights  of  Man  —  and  a 
j^ourth,  Thomas  Paine,  of  America,  the  author  of  The  Rights  of  Man 
^  would  any  man  of  common  fenfe  have  doubted,  on  account  of  this 
qifaerceinent,  the  veracity  of  the  authors  in  writing  your  life?  — 
*fTnc  only  one,"  you  tell  us,  "of  the  men  Called  apoftles,  who  ap- 
pears to  have  been  near  thp  fpot  where  Jefus  was  crucified,  was  Peter." 
;-^  This  ypiir  alTertion  is  not  true  — *  we  do  not  know  that  Peter  was 
prcfeht  at  the  crucifixion;  but  we  do  know  that  John,  the  difciple 
whom  Jefus  loved,  was  pxefcnt;  for  Jefus  (poke  to  him  from  the 
crofs.-— -You  go  on,  "But  why.flhould  we  bcHeve  Peter,  convifted 
by  their  own  account  gf  perjury,  in  fwearing  that  he  knew  not  Jefu5  ?" 
\'  Vill  tell  you  Why  —  bccaufe  Peter  fmccrdy  repented  of  the  wicked- 
Jiefe  into  which  he  had  been  betrayed^  through  fear  for  his  life,  and 
BifF«ered'maityrdom  in  atteftation  6f  the  tfuth  of  the  chriftian  religion. 

*'  !But  the  eyangelifts  diliigrce,  you  fay,  not  only  as  to  the  fuperfcrip- 
£on  on  the  crof^  but  as  to  the  time  of  the  crucifixion,  "  Mark  faying 
It  was  at  the  Vhird  hour  (nine  in  the  morning),  and  John  at  the  fixth 
Jour .  (twelve^!*  as  j^ou  fuppofe,  at  uoon).*'  Various  foLtions  have  been 
gijV^n  ot  this  .(ilSicuIty,  none  of  which  fatisfied  Doftor  Middleton, 
much  lefs  .can  it  be  expefted  that  any  of  (them  ihould  fatisfy  you;  but 
Ihcte  is  a  Iblution  not  noticed  by  hiini,  in  which  many  judicious  men 
iiav^  a.cquiefced  -r^  That  John,  writing  his  gofpel  in  Afia,  ufed  the 
Rojiian  method  of  computing  time;  which  was  the  £uBe  as  bur  own ; 
fto  that'by  the  iixth  hour,  w^en:.  Jcfjis  .wa^  cojidemied^  we  are  to  under- 
'il^apd  (ix  o'clock  in  the  morning;  ,thc  intermediate  time  from  fix  to 
pi^e,  wbenjic.was  crucified,  being  employed  in  .prepariog  for  the 
f^j^uc^j^xlon.  3ut  if  this  difincuUy  fhould  be  ftilL  efteemed  infuperablc;) 
It  f  does  not  follow  that  it*  will  always  remain. fo  ;  and  if  it  fhould,  the 
jnain  point,,  the  crucifixion  of,  Jeijus,  -will  not  be -a  Seeled  thereby. 

li  cannot,*  in  this  place,  omit  remarking  fome  circrnnftaaoes  attend- 
ing.  the.  crucifiacaon,  which  are  fo!natuTai,  that  we  might  have  wondered 
if  ihey  had. not  .occurred.  Of  all  the  difciples  iff  Jefus,  J^hn  was  bo- 
lovQd.i»y/him:'wUhlarpeculiar  ckgnce  <MF  jefBc^iion;  and,  49  kindfto^i  pro« 
fduccskindnefe,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  regard  was  rcciprocaU 
fj'*  .      *-    -  Now 
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How  whom  fbould  we  expe£t  to  he  the  attendants  of  Jefus  in  his  lajf: 
tiffering  ?  Whom  but  John,  the  friend  of  his  heart  ?  —  Whom  but 
his  mother,  whofe  foul  was  now  pierced  through  by  the  fword  of  foi*- 
row,  which  Simeon  had  foretold  ?  •—  Whom  but  thofe,  who  had  bcqi 
attached  to  him  through  life ;  who,  having  been  healed  by  him  of  their 
infirmities,  were  impelled  by  gratitude  to  uiiniftcr  to  him  of  their  fub- 
fbncc,  to  be  attentive  to  all  his  wants  ?■ — Thcfb  were  the  porfons  whoj^i 
wc  ihouid  have  expeftcd  to  attend  his  execution ;  and  thdc  were  there. 
To  whom  w.ould  an  expiring  fon,  of  the  beft  afFeftions,  recommend  a 
poor,  and,  probably,  a  widowed  mother,  but  to  his  warmeft. friend? 
—  And  this  did  Jefus.  —  Unmindful  of  the  extremity  of  his  ow|i 
torture^  and  anxious  to  alleviate  the  burden  of  her  forrows,  ;and  to 
prote&  her.  old  age  from  future  wan^  and  miiery,  lie  faid  to  his  beloved 
difciplc  —  *'  Behold  thy  mother !  and  from  that  hour  that  difciple'took 
her  to. his  own  home."  I  own  to  you,  that  fuch  inftances  as  thefc,  of 
the  conformity  of  events  to  our  probable  expcftation,  arc  to  me  gen- 
uine marks  of  the  (implicityand  tsuth  of  the  gofpels;  and  fijir  outwei^ 
^  thoufand  little  obje£iion5,  atiifing  from  our  ignorance  of  manner^ 
times,  and  circumfUuces,  or  from  our  incapacity  to  comprehend  tl^ 
means  u&d  by  the  Supreme  Being  in  the  moral  government  of  bis 
creatures. 

St,  Matthew  mentions  feveral  miracles  which  attended  our  Saviour's 
crucifixion  — -  the  darknels  which  overi'pread  the  land  -—  the  rending  of 
the  veil  of  the  temple  ~  an  earthquake  which  rent  the  rocks '»—  an4 
the  refurrei^ion  of  many  faints,  and  their  going  into  the  holy  city.  -— 
**  Such,"  you  fay^  "  is  the  account  which  this  dsifhing  writer  of  the 
book  of  Maitthew  gives,  but  in  which  he  is  not  fupperted  by  the  wn* 
ters  of  tins  other  books.*'  This  is  not  Stccurately  expreffed ;  Matthew 
is  fupported  by  Mark  and  Liike,  with  -refpcft  to  two  of  the  miracles  -^ 
the  ikrkntifs  —  and  the  rending  of  the  veil :  —  and  their  omiflioa  of 
the  other  does  not  prove,  that  they  were  either  ignorant  of  them,  or 
diftclievcd  them.  I  think  it  idle  to  pretend  to  fay  pofitively  what  in- 
fiueoced  them  to  mention  only  two  miracles;  they  probably  thought 
4hein  fufiicient  to  convince  dny  perfon,  9s  they  convinced  the  centurion 
.that  Jefus  "was  a  righteous  man"  —  *'.  the  Son  of  God."  And  thefe 
two  miracles  were  better  calculated  to  produce  general  convidioa, 
ainongfl  the  perfons  for  whole  benefit  Mark  and  Luke  wrote  their  gof- 
pck,  than,  cither  the  earthquake  or  the  refurrcftion  of  the  faints.  The 
earthquake  was,  probably,  confined  to  a  particular  fpot,  and  might,  hy 
an  objcfter,= have  been  called  a  natural  phenomenon ;  and  thofe  to  whom 
the  faints  appeared  might,  at  the  time  of  writing  the  gofpels  of  Mai^ 
and-  Luke,  have^een  dead:  but  the  darknefs  muil  have  b«en  generally 
known  and  remembered;  and  the  veil  of  the  temple  might  ftill  be-pse- 
fervcd  at  the  time  thefe  authors  wrote  • —  As  to  John  not  mentioning 
any  of  thefe  miracles  —  it  is  well  known  that  his  gofpel  was  written  ajt 
a  kind  of  fupplement  to  the  other  gofpels;  he  has  therefore  omitted* 
many  things  which  the  other  three  evangelifls  has  related,  and  he  has 
added  feva^  which  they  had  not  mentioned  ;  in  particular,  he  has  ad- 
ded a  circumflance  of  great  importance ;  he  tells  us  that  he  faw  one  of 
the  foldicrs  pierce  the  iide  of  Jefus  with  a  fpear,  and  that  blood  and 
wa^^flowed  through  the  wound ;  and  left  any  one  fhould  doubt  of  the 
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feft,  from  it's  not  being  Mentioned  by  the  other  evangelifts,  he  affcrrs 
it  with  peculiar  earncftnefs  —  "  And  he  that  faw  it,  bare  record,  ancl  - 
his  record  is  true :  and  he  knoweth  that  he  faith  true,  that  ye  might 
believe."  —  Jol^n  faw  blood  and, water  flowing  from  the  wound;  the 
blood  is  eafily  accounted  for ;  but  whence  came  the  water  ?  The  ana- 
tomifts  tell  us —  that  it  came  from  the  pericardium  i  —  fo  confiftent  is 
evangelical  teflimony  with  the  moft  curious  refearches  into  natunl 
fciencet  —  You  amufe  yourfelf  with  the  account  of  what  the  fcripturc 
calls  many  faints,  and  you  call  an  army  of  faints,  and  are  angry  with 
Matthew  for  not  having  told  you  a  great  many  things  about  them* 
—  It  is  very  poflible  that  Matthew  might  have  known  the  faft  of 
their  refurreftion,  without  knowing  every  thing  about  them ;  but  if 
he  had  gratified  your  curiofity  in  every  particular,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
you  would  not  have  believed  a  word  of  what  he  had  told  you.  I  have 
no  curiofity  on  the  fubjefl: ;  it  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  "  Chrift 
was  the  firft  fruits  of  them  that  flept,  and  that  all  that  are  in  the  graves 
fhall  hear  his  voice  and  fhall  come  forth,",  as  thofc  holy  men  did,  who 
heard  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  at  his  refurrcQion,  and  paffed  from 
death  to  life.  If  I  durft  indulge  myfelf  in  being  wife  above  what  is 
written,  I  mighty  be  able  to  anfwcr  many  of  your  inquhies  rdative  to 
thcfe  faints :  but  I  da^e  not  touch  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  I  dare  not  fup- 
port  the  authority  of  fcHpturc  by  the  boldnefs  of  conjedure.  Whatever 
difficulty  there  may  be  in  accounting  for  the  filence  of  the  other  evange- 
lifts, and  of  St.  Paul  alfo,  on  this  fubjeft,  yet  there  is  a  greater  difficulty 
in  iuppofing  that  Matthew  did  not  give  a  true  narration  of  what  had 
happened  at  the  crucifixion.  If  there  had  been  no  fupematural  dark- 
.  ncfe,  no  earthquake,  no  rending  of  the  veil  of  the  temple,  no  grave 
opened,  no  refurre6tion  of  holy  men,  no  appearance  of  them  unto 
many— if  none  of  thcfe  things  had  been  true,  or.  rather  if  any  one  of 
tbcm  had  been  falfe,  what  motive  could  Matthew,  writing  to  the  jews, 
have  had  for  trumping  up  fuch  wonderful  florics  ?  He  wrote,  as  every 
man  does,  With  an  intention  to  be  believed ;  and  yet  every  jew  he  met 
would  have  (bred  him  in  the  face,  and  told  him  that  he  was  a  liar  and 
an  impoftor.  What  author,  who  twenty  years  hence  ihould  addrds  to 
the  French  nation  an  hiftory  of  Louis  XVI,  would  venture  to  alErm, 
that  when  he  was  beheaded  tbere  was  darkneis  for  three  hours  over  all 
France  ?  that  there  was  an  earthquake  ?  that  rocks  were  %lit  ?  graves 
'  opened  ?  and  dead  men  brought  to  life,  who  appeared  to  many  perfons 
in  Paris?  —  It  is  quite  impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  any  one  would  dare 
to  publifh  fuch  obvious  lies ;  and  I  think  it  equally  impofEble  to  fup- 
pofe, that  Matthew  would  have  dared  to  publiflb  his  account  of  what 
happened  at  the  death  of  Jefus,  had  not  that  account  been  generaliy 
known  to  be  true. 

\  To  be  continued  in  cut  next,  ]J 
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An  Account  of  the  Experience  and  happy  Death  of  Ann  Du<^iC|i 
of  Weft  Sheoffard,  in  the  County  of  Berks* 


TotheEditor. 
Dear  Sir, 

AS  the  Subjed  of  the  following  Account  was  greatly  eftcemcd 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  (he  lived,  for  her  exemplary 
conduft  in  that  department  of  life  wherein  Providence  had  placed 
her,  and  as  her  latter  end  was  happy^  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not 
only  prove  a  bleSing  to  thofe  to  w;hom  fhe  was  perfonally  known, 
but  likewife  to  many  others  who  may  read  it..  JEvery  happy  Death 
IS  an  additional  argument  in  favour  of  the  Divinity  of  the  Chris- 
tian Religion,  and  as  the  infidelity  of  the  age  requires  all  the  op- 
pofition  that  piety  and  zeal,  under  the  diredtion  of  wifdom,  can 
raife  againft  it,  we  flatter  burfelves  that  fails  like  the  following 
will  not  'be  unacceptable  to  the  genuine  followers  of  the  bleffed 
Redeemer.  I  have  luiown  the  Parties  for  fome  time  and  cannot 
doubt  the  truth  of  the  Fads.  R.  Reece. 

Ann  Duck  was  awakened  and  joined  the  Society  at  ShcofFard 
in  the  year  1790 ;  from  which  time  (he  was  remarkable  for  dili-  ' 
gently  attending  on  every  means  of  Grace,  efpecially  the  clafs- 
meeting,  fo  that  her  mind  was  divinely  enlightened,  and  fhe  faw 
the  depravity  of  her  nature  and  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  an  intire 
renewal  of  her -Heart.  This  difcovery  produced  that  godly  for- 
row,  which  worketh.  Repentance  unto  Salvation  not  to  be  repented 
of.  While  hearing  the  Word  of  Life,  fhe  was  frequently  much 
affeScd,  and  fhed  many  tears.  Sometimes  the  promifes  were  ap- 
plied, and  her  foul  had  a  view  of  the  Bleffing,  when  fhe  rejoiced 
in  hope  of  foon  poffefling  it :  At  thefe  times  fhe  would  fay^  "It 
is  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  uiito  God  ;  my  fpiritual  flrength  i$ 
renewed ;"  yet  did  fhe  not  enter  into  Liberty.  Had  fhe  at  thefc 
feafons  been  fhewn  the  way  of  fimple  Faith,  and  encouraged  to 
venture  fully  on  the  Mercy  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  fo  free  for 
the  weary  and  heavy-laden  finner,  her  foul  would  doubtlefs  have 
been  fatisfied  with  his  goodnefs,  but  for  want  of  this  fhe  foon  funk 
into  a  ftate  of  difcouragement  again,  and  thus  fhe  continued  for 
more  than  three  years.  During  this  time  fhe  was  often  afflifted 
widi  ficknefs,  which  for  the  feafon  had  its  good  effedl  in  exciting 
her  to  greater  eameftnefs  about  her  falvation,  but  like  the  above- 
mentioned  vifits  of  condefcending  Love,  the  advantages  fhe  gain- 
ed were  fodri  loft  in  perplexing  doubts  and  tormenting  fear.  Thefe 
are  difpofitions  which  deprive  the  foul  of  its  energy,  and  reduce 
it  to  a  ftate  of  torpor ;  while  hope  animates  its  powers,  adds 
ftrcngth  to  its  refolutions,  and  vigour  to  its  endeavours.  Ho'iy- 
ever  plaufible  the  reafons,  which  an  awakened  foul  has  for  tor- 
menting itfelf  by  indulging  thefe  doubts,  they  do'  it  an  cfTentiai 
injury,  as  they  indifpofe  it,  for  receiving  the  Gcfod  which  the  F^- 
thir  of  Mercies  is  waiting  to  beftow. 
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«  .Thd  fi[)d'iv%R  now  laid  opoit  h^  move  heavily  than  ever,  solid 
as  the  aAt(%ioYi  was  thought  by  ali  her  friends  to  be  anto  Death;, 
little  hope  of  her  recovery  remainedi  On  thejz^d  of  December, 
1  faw  her,  and  enquired,  how  the  cafe  ftood  between  Go©  and 
)ier  Soul  ?  She  anfwercd,  "  I  am  afraid  the. Lord  will  not  have 
Ihercy  upon  me  !**  And  by  many  other  cxprcfllons  gave  me  to  un- 
derftand  th^  (he  thought  herfelf  too  unworthy  to  receive  any  fsi- 
VouT  at  the  Lord's  hand.  Her  mind  appeared  to  me  to  be  amift- 
ed  moch  more  than  her  body.  I  cntouraged  her  to  hope,  and 
iflured  her,  that  the  fighings  of  the  contrite  Tpirit  came  up  before 
60D,  and  the  cries  of  the  broken-heart  he  would  not  rejeft.  She 
Kftefied  with  eager  attention,  and  defired  me  t6  pray;  which  I  did, 
and  then  left  her.^  As  (he  was  much  eftecmed  by  the  fociety, 
there  were  many  fervent  prayers  that  day  offered  up  for  her.  All 
appeared  to  be  concerned  for  her  happincfs,  as  none  expefted  her 
fecovcry.  The  Lord  was  intreatcd :  His  hand  was  ftre'tchcd  out 
and  brought  falvatiott.  Her  foul  was  filled  with  rapturous  delist 
She  knew  that  her  fins  were  forgiven  for  his  Name's  fekc,  and 
^raiied  him  who  had  turned  her  midnight  into  day*  In  the 
evening  I  vifited  her  s^n,  and  was  pleafin^y  aAomifhed  to  fee  the 
great  change  that  had  taken  place.  Her  intercoarfe  with  Ood 
had  altered  her  very  countenance,  which  now  wafr  foftened  into  a 
placid  ftnile,  oxpreflive  of  the  inward  heaven  flie  felt.  Her  lan- 
guage was  ail  pralfe,  all  meeknefs,  and  all  Love :  longing  todie^ 
but  willing  to  live.  Her  brother-in-law  had  once  known  the  Truth, 
but  had  departed  from  the  holy  commandment  delivered  unto  him^ 
and  was  now  £ar  from  Odd  and  righteoufnefs.  This  had  been  a 
great  afitidlion  to  her,  and  as  he  was  now  come  to  fee  her,  ibe 
could  not  let  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  delivering  her  foul  flq)  un^ 
improved,  and  therefore  addrefled  him^n  the  beft  manner  her  ex- 
treme weaknefs  would  permit.  Though  htr  voice  could  fcarcely 
be  heard  by  thofe  who  ftood  around  her,  yet  her  affeftionatc  ad- 
lirefs  reached  his  heart,  and  brought  floods  of  tears  from  his  eyes ; 
and  I  hope  the  imprefliohs  made  at  that  time  will  not  foon  be  loft. 
Indeed,  Gop  was  peculiarly  prefect  while  fhe  exhorted  us  all  to 
f enounce  the  world,  and  give  ourfelves  entirely  to  Chrift ;  con- 
cluding with,  "  What  can  the  world  do  for  me  now!  What, 
♦*  could  tenthoufand  worlds  do  for  me  if  I  had  them!"  And 
Aen  exerting  her  ftrength,  ihe  exclaimed  in  a  rapture  of  joy, 

"  My  J  E SITS  to  know  and  feel  his  blood  flow,  ^ 
"  Tis  life  everlafting,  *tis  heaven  below  r* 

During  the  night  flie  defired  thofe  who  fat  up  with  her  to  find 
the  hymn,  and  ihe  fung  the  greateft  part  of  it  with  much  delight. 
Oh  Wednefday  I  went  to  fee  her- again,  and  found  her  fome- 
what  better.  She  aflsed  me,  What  day  it  was  ?  I  told  her  it  was 
Chriftmas-day.  She  faid,  *^  What !  the  Lord's  birth-day !  And 
hearing  me  fay,  that  the  Lord's  Supper  was  to  be  adminiftcrcd,  her 
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'eyes  fparkkd  with  joy,  and  ftie  exdlaimed,  **0  that  I  could  go 
"  to  that  bkffed  feaftj  to  eat  of  that  bread  and  drink  of  that 
cup!"  She  then  paufcd,  and  feemcd  to.cift  her  eye  into  Eternity, 
and  faid,  <'  but  Ifhall  foon  fit  down  at  his  Table,  to  eat  and  drink 
in  his  Kingdom. 

■    "  If  all  the  world  my  Saviour  knew, 

"  Then  all  the  world  would  love  him  too/'  [ 

She  now  recovered  a  little  every  day,  and  appeared  to  have  i 
growing  confidence  in  the  Lord.  One  day  1  ftepped  in  to  fee  her, 
and  found  a  young  woman  ftanding  by  her  weeping  bitterly  :  She 
faidtoher,  "O  Sally,  Sally,  don't  cry;  go  to  ChMft,  go  to  Chri£ 
'"  I  am  happy  ;    willing  to  live  or  die.     He  will  fave  you,  for 

"  There's  no  one  doth  know.     What  he  can  beftow, 
.  "  What  life,  peace,  and  comfort:  Qo  after  him  go/* 

From  this  time  the  Lord  was  very  gracious  to  her,  and  (he  found 
her  flrength  increafing  daily  till  fhe  was  perfe6ily  recovered,  with- 
out fuffering  any  fpiritual  lofs :  Her  whole  condu6t  evidencing 
the  reality  of  her  change',  and  that  (he  was  raifed  up  to  fhcw  forth 
die  praifes  of.  him  "who  had  called  her  to  glory  and  virtuei 
[Thus  far  Brother  MitcheL] 

,  In  Nov.  1796,  (he  was  perfuaded  by  a  friend  to  <?ome  Up  io 
London,  which  (he  did  rather  reludantly,  faying,  ^*  I  know 
.not  what  I  am  come  for ;  but  be  what  it  will,  I.  am  content  that 
the  will  of  the  Lord  (hould  be  done  In  rrle  and  by  me.**  Wheri 
her  friend  told  her  of  the  advantages  •  fhe  Would  eitjOy  in  the 
Summer,  by  hearing  the  different  Minifters,  (he  faid,  "God 
only  knows;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  I  fhall  not  fee  much  of 
London."  On  the  22nd  of  November,  fhe  was  taken  very  ill,* 
which  proved  to  be  an  attack  of  the  fever  and  fore  throat.  As  fhe  \ 
had  never  had  the  fmall-pox  I  was  apprchenfive  this  Was  the  be- 
ginning of  tkat  difeafc,.  and.  did  not  cafe  to  tell  her,  which  fhe 
foon  perceived,  and  defired  I  would  tell  her  my  thoughts,  which' 
I  then  did,  and  fhe  exclaimed,  "  Glory  be  to  God,  I  am  quitd 
refigned  to  live  or  die,  as,he  thinks  proper."  In  this  flate  (he  lay 
three  or  four  days.  A  friend  from  Newbery  calling  upQrt.  her,  ^nd 
enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  her  mind,  fhe  anfwcred,  ^^  I. find  all 
peace  within,  though  I  have  great  bodily  pain."  She  ^heil  inr» 
treated  him  in  a  very  earneft  manner,  ^to  imprpve  health  while  he? 
«njoyed  it,  and  make  fure  work  for  fiternity  \  adding,  '*  Had  1 
the  work  to  do  now,  I  fhould  be  ivoefuHy  of,  for  Goj>  knows  i 
fcarcely  find  ftrength  to«pray  for  patience  ;  but  I  trufl  I  (hall  hold 
Out  to  the  end.'*  AncJ  indeed  (he  was  a  patteryi  of  patierlce,'  for 
I  never  heard  oae  exprefTipn  fall  from  her.  lips  in  all' her  fore 
pain,  which  indicated  the  leaft  diftatisfadtion  with  the  dii]^nfa<- 
tions  of.  Providence,  Tjiit  a  conftant  finking  into  the  ditihe  Will,  ' 
Vot,  XX.  July,  1797.        .       '        .       .  faying, 
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faying,  "It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  is  good  in  his  fight." 
However  this  iicknefs  was  not  unto  death,  for  flie  was  raifed  up 
again  for  a  few  weeks,  to  magnify  the  Name  of  the  Lord, 
which  (he  did  in  her  whole  converfation.  But  the  rcfpitc  was 
fliort,  for  on  the  13th  of  December,  flie  fickened  again,  and  in  a 
few  days  the  Small-Pox  appeared,  at  which  flie  rejoiced.  In 
a  very  fliort  time  thro'  the  violence  of  the  fever,  ftie  became  deli- 
rious ;  neverthelcfs  her  converfation  at  thofe  times  was  always 
aBout  good  things.  Sometimes  flie  fancied  herfelf  to  be  in  the 
Houfe  of  God,  and  fometimes  at  her  clafs-meeting.  When 
raifed  up  one  day,  flie  faid,  *<  I  think  wc  are  goiog  to  have  a 
prayer-meeting;  God  blefs  them,  I  fliall  hear  them."  When 
fenfible,  and  alked  how  flie  was,  flie  always  replied,  "Jlappy 
and  refigned." 

On  the  17th,  the  Enemy  was  permitted  to  thruft  fore  at  her, 
;and  her  Confidence  was  a  little  fliaken.  This  added  to  her  pain, 
which  was  now  extreme,  and  flie  was  covered  from  head  to  foot 
with  what  are  called  the  Purples.  She(rften  cried,  *'0  my  Lord, 
.why  doft  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me?  Surely  thou  haft  not  for- 
gotten to  be  gracious !  Shew  me  in  mercy  wherein  I  have  offended 
thee.  Was  it  in  coming  to  London.  I  did  not  take  thisftcp 
raflily :  I  made  it  matter  of  much  prayer.  Thou  knowcdl  I 
would  rather  die  than  grieve  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Suffer  n>e  not  to 
live  anbthty  day  to  offend  my  God."  She  evidenced  a  holy  jca* 
loufy  over  herfelf,  and  a  tendernefs  of  Confcience  peculiar  to  an 
upright  and  pious  mind.  On  the  1 8th  brother  Ijighland  vifited 
her,  ^pd  his  converfation  and  prayer  were  greatly  bleffed  to  her, 
infomuch  that  tlie  fnare  of  the  enemy  was  brokjtjn,  ^nd  her  foul 
enjoyed  the  light  of  God's  countenance.  On  the  19th,  a  friend 
afking  how  fhe  was  ?  flie  replied,    "  Glory  bp  to  God, 

"  He  feeds  his  f)qck,  he  calls  their  Names, 
<^  His  Bofom  bears  the  tender  lambs.'' 

To  another  friend  flic  faid,  "  Prepare  to  meet  tne  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  :  You  are  now  in  health,  but  you  know  not  how 
foon  aiHidion  may  come ;  and  you  fee  to  what  it  will  foon  reduce 
us."  In  the  evening  flie  called  for  Mr.  C.  myfelf,  and 
daughter,  and.moftafFe6tionately  exhorted  us  to  feck  the  one  thing 
needful,  that  we-  might  be  prepared  to- meet  her  at  the  l^ar  of 
God  j  adding,  "  I  think  I  fliould  be  grieved  to  n^ik  any  of  you 
there,  if  happy  fpirits  can  grieve.**  May  I  never  forget  the 
^ords  that  fell  from  htT"  lip.^.  On  the  ^^oth'we  thought  her 
near  Death.  Perceiving  by  my  voice  that  I  was  uoYell,  ftie  faid, 
**  My  dear  Friend  I  fliall  qtifte  kill  yoii,  I  fear,  niay  Qod  think 
upon  and  reward  you.  You  feem  to  be  as  fit  for  bed  as  I  am.'* 
I  told  her,  I  wifhed  (he  was  as  well  as  1  was  ^  flie  ^twered, 
*f  I  fliould  be  thankful,  if  it  were  the  Will  of  God :  byt  my 
dear  Friend,  I  wifli  you  were  as  well  as'  me,  that  woiild'be  better 
ftiU."  One 
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One  of  her  Brothers  coming  to  town  to  fee  her,  fhe  rejoiced  9 ' 
bat  next  day  fhe  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  return,  and  ac- 
quaint her  friends  with  her  happinefs,  and  to  requeft  their  prayers 
that  her  faith  might  not  fail  at  the  laft.    Her  brother  being  afflidl- 
ed  to  f«e  her  in  fuch  a  f^ate,   fhe  faid,    **  My  dear  brother,  can- 
not you  give  me  up  to  the  Lord  ?     I  can  truft  him  without  fear ;  • 
why  cannot  you  ?'"     Next  day  the  appearances  were  a  little  more 
ftvourable,  and  one  faid  in  her  hearing,     <*  It  is  poflible  that  fhe 
may  get  through  the  afflidion  ; "  fhe  anfwered,.*'  I  fhall  be  thank- 
ful, if  it  is  the  Will  of  my  Heavenly  Father,  on  my  friend-s  ac*  ' 
count;    but  as  to  myfelf,    I   am  perfcftly  refigned."     Mr.  C. 
foon  after  read  a  chapter  in  the    "  Life  of  Chrijiy"  which  treated 
on  the  Refurredion  of  Lazarus  \  fhe  faid,    "It  is  good  to  hear 
the  name  of  Jefus  ;    And  he  is  unchangeable.     He  has  the  fame 
power  now,    that  he  had  then.     He  hasraifed  my  foul  from  a' 
death  of  fin  ;  and  can  reftore  this  body  to  health,  if  he  plcafcs." 
She  then  prayed  for  us  with  great  earneftnefs,   that  \^'e  might, 
turn  to.  the  Lord  with  full  purpofe  of  heart,  and  that  when  w6 
were  brought  to  a  flate  like  that  in  which  fhe  lay,  we  might  be 
enabled  to  bear  a  good  teftimony  for  the  Lord,  and  depart  in  the 
Faith. 

A  Relation  of  mine,  whom  fhe  knew  did  not  adorn  the  Gofpel, 
was  very  much  upon  her  mind,  and  fhe  could  not  be  cafy  till  he 
was  fent  for:  When  he  came,  fhe  addreffed  him  with  all  carn- 
eftnefs,  and  befought  him,  for  Chrift's  fake,  to  lay  afidc  his  be- 
fetting  fin  and  return  to  the  Lord.  She  had  formerly  oftentimes 
intreated  him  to  attend  his  clafs-mceting  conftantly,  and  now  fhe 
renewed  her  importunities  on  tlrathead  with-greater  warmth  than 
ever.  Confcious  how  much  fhe  herfclf  was  indebted  to  the  means, 
for  the  grace  which  now  fupported  and  enabled  her  to  triumph 
over  the  fear  of  Death,  fhe  could  not  bear  that  any  fhould  make 
light,  of  them.  Were  our  lax  profcfforS  to  take  Sicknefs  and 
Death  into  the  account,  they  would  not  fuffer  trifles  to  deprive 
them  of  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  meeting  together 
with  their  brethren  in  the  fear  of  God  \  nor  fhould  we  fo  often 
hear  them  attempt  to  excufe  their  negligence  by  frivolous  plea?. 
She  likewife  enforced  upon  him  the  nccefTity  of  fetting  up  Family 
Worfhip  in  his  Houfe,  if  ever  he  hoped  for  the  Blefling  of  God  ' 
uponhimfelf  and  Family;  concluding,  that  when  a  Man  lives  in 
the  negledl  of  this  plain  duty,  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  foul  does 
not  profper,  and  that  he  is  frequently  overcome  of  evil.  What 
made  her  the  more  importunate  with  him,  was  an  awful  dream 
that  fhe  had,  in  which  fhe  beheld  him  dying  miferably.  On  the 
23d,  in  the  morning,  fhe  faintly  afked  for  him  again,  but  wlien  ' 
he  came  fhe  was  unable  to  fpeak  fo  as  to  be  underftood.  AUJthat. 
day  fhe  was  perfedlly  fenfible,  and  when  afked  if  fhe  was  h^py  ? 
anfwered  with  eaincflnefs,    **  Yes."     Another  time  when  afked, 
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*'  Is  Jcfus  precious?**  flic  reached  out  her  arms  in  token  of  tri- 
umphy  but  could  not  fpeak.  Her  Brother  being  much  diftrcffcd, 
defired  me  to  join  in  prayer  with  him,  which  we  did,  and  when 
we  arofe  from  our  knees  we  perceived  ftie  was  dying.  Thus  fell 
afleep  Ann  Duck,  a  young  woman  who  had  uniformly  adorned 
the  Gofpel  by  her  pious  and  fteady  condu6t  from  her  firft  acquaints 
ance  with  its  Power.  Thofe  who  knew  her,  will,  we  truft,  long 
remember  her  example,  as  well  as  the  many  faithful  reproofs  and 
loving  admonitions  (he  has  given  them.  And  then,  if  followers 
of  her  faith  and  patience,  they  fliall  with  her  inherit  the  Promifes. 

A.  C.***. 

The  Life  of  Philip  Melancthon. 

CHAP.  L  The  Birth  y  Educatioriy  and  early  Proficiency  of  Melanc- 
thon. fie  eminently  dijtinguijhes  himfelf  as  a  public  Tuttr  at 
Jeventeen, 

PHILIP  Melancthon,  one  of  the  principal  inftruments  em- 
ployed by  Providence,  in  the  work  of  the  Reformation,  was 
a  native  of  Germany.  He  was  born  at  Bretten,  a  fmall  town  in 
the  Palatinate  of  the  Rhine,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  14.97  i  ^"^ 
though  naturally  of  a  weak  conftitution,  was  neverthelefs  fup- 
ported  during  a  courfe  of  no  lefs  than  fixty-three  years,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  fpent  in  labour  and  forrow.  And,  notwith- 
flanding  the  moft  formidable  oppofition  of  the  enemies  of  the  Re- 
formation, he  had  the  felicity  to  behold  the  great  work  finally  ac- 
complijfhed,  and  at  length,  eftablifhed  on  that  bafis  on  which  it 
has  continued  to  the  prefent  day,    . 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  hiftory  of  this  Reformer  is 
not  more  generally  known,  fince  we  may  perhaps  venture  to  affirm, 
that  a  life  more  interefting  to  the  Chriftian  world,  cannot  cafily 
be  found  amongft  the  clafs  of  eminent  men  that  have  appeared  in 
later  ages.  The  limits  afllgned  us  will  not  admit  of  our  attempt- 
ing more  than  a  brief  delineation  of  his  life;  the  reader  will 
however  be  prefented  with  a  fufficient  number  of  fuch  ftriking 
circumftanccs  as  charadlerize  the  man,  and  which  will  ena- 
ble him  to  form  fome  tolerable  acquaintance  with  the  amiable  and 
excellent  Melan6lhon.  At  the  fame  time  as  his  life  comprifes  the 
whole  period  of  the  Reformation,  in  which  he  was,  indeed,  called 
to  aft  a  very  principal  part,  it  will  naturally  furnifli  us  with  an 
opportunity  of  tracing  the  footftcps  of  that  adorable  Providence, 

by  which  that  important  event  was  accompliflied an  event 

fo  pregnant  with  blcflings  of  a  facred  and  a  civil  nature,  and  fo 
cxtenfively  beneficial  to  mankind. 

The  father  of  Melandlhon  was  an  engineer  in  the  army  of  the 
Eledlor  Palatine.  He  was  a  man  of  probity  and  ingenuity,  and 
as  he  was  much  addidled  to  filepce,  was  probably  a  man  of  re- 
flexion.    His  military  engagements  prevented  him  from  paying  a 

proper 
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proper  attention  to  the  education  of  his  fon.  Providence  however, 
inclined  the  material  grand*father  of  Melandthon  to  patronize  hid 
early  youth,  and  accordingly  he  generoufly  took  this  important 
charge  upon  himfelf.  Thus,  whenever  God  intends  to  make  men 
inftruments  of  good  to  others,  he  never  is  at  a  lofs  for  means  to 
qualify  them  for  the  work.  A  due  confideration  of  his  gracious 
attention  to  fuch  circumftances,  ihouid  lead  mankind  tb'afcribc  all 
the  glory  to  him. 

It  is  furely  not  neceffary  to  trace  the  path  of  illuftrious  men 
through  the  firft  rudiments  of  learning.  No  great  charadler  was 
ever  formed  without  diligence,  and  fome  degree  of  culture.  Great 
men  are  conftrained  to  think,  refledl,  and  apply,  like  other*  mor- 
tals ;  and  though  the  attainment  of  various  and  tranfcendent  know- 
ledge, is  commonly  much  cafier  to  men  of  fuperior  talents  than 
to  others,  yet  they  muft  be  content  gradually  to  advance  from 
elementary  to  more  perfedl  fcience,  or  they  could  never  hope  to 
attain  to  the  fummit  of  excellence.  This  doubtlefs  was  th6  cafe 
with  Melan6lhon. 

He  informs  us,  that  when  he  was  learning  the  Latin  language, 
(and  he  muft  then  have  been  a  mere  child,}  *«  his  mafter  obliged 
him  frequently  to  exemplify  the  various  rules  of  Analyfis  and 
Conftrudion  through  twenty  or  thirty  lines  of  Virgil.'  This  he 
was  conftrained  to  do  in  the  minuteft  manner,  as  he  would  no., 
fuffer  him  to  pafs  over  a  fingle  letter."  ^*  Whenever  I  made  any 
miftakes,  continues  Melanfthon,  he  would  fome  times  give  me  a. 
few  ftrokes  ;  yet  with  a  proper  degree,  of  moderation.  In  this  way 
he  made  me  an  accurate  grammarian.  He  was  ceirtainly  a  very 
excellent  man,  he  loved  me  as  his  own  fon,  and  I  indeed,  loved 
him  as  a  father,  and  I  hope  that  we  fhall  meet  again  in  eternal 
life.  I  repeat  it,  I  loved  him  moft  fincerely  ;  notwithftanding  he  ufed 
fome  feverity  towards  me.  Which,  however,  properly  fpqaking, 
was  not  feverity ;  but  rather  a  kind  of  paternal  chaftifement,  ad- 
moniftiing  me  of  the  importance  of  diligence  and  application."  He 
learned  Greek  of  the  Civilian  George  Simlerus,  who,  we  are  in- 
formed, was  an  excellent  claffical  fcholar.  • 

His  proficiency  muft  have  been  rapid,  for  we  find  him  at  twelve 
years  of  age  a  ftudent  in  the  Univerfity  of  Heidelberg.  The 
academical  courfe  of  ledures  in  fuch  feminaries,  was  not  at  that 
time  very  profound,  nor  calculated  either  to  mature  the  juc^nient 
or  enlarge  the  mind.  Our  young  Philip  foon  difcovered  its  impcr- 
fedion,  and  therefore  could  not  reft  fatisfied  with  it.  He  had  re- 
courfe  to  fome  expedients  to  fupply  itS  defedls.  He  diligently  ap- 
plied himfelf,  during  the  leifure  afforded  him  from  attending  on 
the  public  ledures,  to  the  reading  of  the  noble  writers  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  fome  of  which  he  felefted  for  this  purpofe.  He  firft 
began  with  their  poets,  adding  as  he  judged  it  moft  advantageous, 
fome  of  their  hiftorians,  and  afterwards  their  mythologifts. 

The 
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The  arif  of  Heirfclberg  ridt  agreeing  with  his  conftitudon,  and 
ift«etiitg  with  feme  repulfe,  in  going  through  the  bufinefs  of  the 
i»Fifverfity,  on  account  of  bis  yomb,  he  removed  to  Tubingen,  in 
the  Dutcby  of  Wirtemburg.  Here  He  fludied  the  Civil  Law,  at- 
tended  leflures  in  Medicine,  read  the  Greek  p by fician  Galen,  and 
bavtng  at  length  made  a  confiderahle  proficiency  in  the  liberal  arts 
and  (eiencesi  the  languages,  and  philofophy,  we  find  him  admitted 
in  1513,  to  a  Matter's  degree. 

.  In  thi»  univerfjty,  having  now  attained  to  his  feventeenth  year, 
lie4;)egan  to  give  leftures,  as  a  public  tutor,  on  Virgil  and  Terence, 
the  teter  of  which  occafioned  him  fome  labour.  So  low  was  the 
ftate,  of  literature,  at  this  period,  that  the  text  of  that  poet  had 
been  aflually  printed  in  the  manner  of  a  profe-writer,  and  of  courfe 
the  verfification  had  been  wholly  dellroyed.  Melanfthon  firft 
pointed  out  to  the  ftudents  the  diverfified  lambie  meafure,  em- 
ployed by  Terence,  and  then  proceeded  with  great  labour  and  per- 
feverance  to  reftore  the  whole  text  to  its  metrical  arrangement. 
He  afterwards  delivered  lefturcs  on  feleS  parts  of  Cicero,  and  al- 
fo  on  the  fix  fir  (I  books  of  the  hifiorian  Livy. 
We  muft  not  however  fuppofe  that  while  the  powers  of  his  intel- 
feft  were  thus  expanding,  and  his  mind  was  inceffantly  engagfcd  in 
the  ardent  pur fu it  of  ufetul  knowledge,  that  his  foul  was  wholly  un- 
concerned about  eternal  things,  which  is,  alas!  too  often  the  cafe 
with  eminent  fcholars.  Human  learning,  without  the  facred  influence 
of  divine  grace,  is  a  dangerous  thing,  like  a  wandering  ftar  it  mifleads 
^  the  foulsof  men":  and  it  ought  ever*  to  be  raiade  fubfervient  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  relicionin  the  world.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  mind 
of  the  ftudious  Melant^hon  had  e^rly  been  vifiied  with  the  dew  of 
Heaven,  and  we  are  allured  that  it  was  his  conftani  piaftice,  when 
a  boy,  to  carry  a  Bible  about  with  him,  which  he  read  with  the  ut- 
moft  eagerncfs  whertver'\\t  came.  This  praCi ice  alone  feems to 
indicate  the  attraflflve  influenteofthe' divine  Spirit,  and  muft  have 
tended  greatly  to  incteafe  his  acquaintance  with  the  things  of  God, 
and  to  have  prepared  his  mind  for  the  reception  of  thofe  impor- 
tant doftrines  which  Providence  was  about  to  revive  in  the  world. 
He  informs  us  alfo  that  before  he  left  the  univerfitv  of  Tubingen, 
htt  was.olren '  excfcedinglV  (hocked  at  the  grofs  and  abominable 
manner,  in  which  a  proteffor  of  divinity  there,  was  accuftomed  to 
reprefentthe  abfurddoQrineof  tranfubftantiation  to  the  iludents.and 
oft^n  expreffed  his  ailoniihment  at  the  egregious  folly  and  ftupidity 
of  the  man.  In  thefe  and  fome* other  circum fiances,  which,  fliort- 
ly  after  occurred,  we  have  the  pjeafure  to  perceive  the  early  dawn 
of  brighter  days. 

CHAP.  IL     Hf.  ii  pmovidintially  brought  to  Wirtemburg.     General 

Pre/age  oj  his  future  eminentt^  Aequainiance  with  Luiktr» 

Enters  into  all  the  Views  of  that  Great  Reformr.  ' 

It  foon  appeared  to  be  thedefign  of  Providence  that  MeUnfthon 

ihould*move  in  an  higher  fphere,  accordingly  we  find  that  in  1518, 

•  he 
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he  received  an  honoursfele  invitation  from  Frederic,  Bleftor  of 
Saxony,  to  undertake  the  offidfe  of  Greek  Profeflbr,  jn  the  oni* 
verfity  of  Wi:te«iburg.  He  was  rather  induced  to  acccypt  of  this, 
in  confequence  of  the  advice  of  foine  of  his  friends,  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  was  under  particular  obligations  to  the  learned  Reu^ 
chlin  who  had  ftrongly  recommended  him  to  the  Rleftor.  * 

Perfons  of  difcernment  had,  by  this  time,  begun  tp  eateitaui 
confiderable  expeftations  of  Melan6lhon,  and  there  feems  to  have 
been  a  kind  of  general  prefage  of  his  future  eminence.  Luther 
who  bad  attended  his  inaugural  Oration,  was  a  (Ion  i  (bed  at  the  3bi<* 
lity  w^th  which  he  entered  upon  fcis  prpfeflbrfhip,  and  writing 
(hortly  after  to  his  friepd  Langus,  ^hus  expre (Tes  himfelf,  "Me* 
lanfihon  with  rerpe£l  to  his  age,  is  a  boy,  and  a  flripli^g,  biU  if 
you  confider  the  depth  of  his  learning,  af^d  his  almoft  universal 
knowledge  of  all  writers,  he  muft  be  confidered  as  one  of  our* 
felves."  O^colampadius,  at  thai  time  a  profeHbr  at  Wirtemburg, 
and  afterwards  an  eminent  divine  of  the  Reformation,  writes  thus 
to  Erafmus  in  the  fpring  of  1517  :*  "  1  hear  frequently  from  Phi. 
lip  Melanfthon.  In  all  his  letters  be  perpetually  makes  mention 
of  you,  and  continually  intre^ts  f^e  iq  recornmend  him  to  your  ac* 
quaintance.  He  is  certainly  worthy  of  the  aflfeflion  of  the  great 
Erafmus,  and  will  doub^efs,  hifnfelf,  in  time,  become  another 
Erafmus.  And  who,  if  any  pf  our  natipo  C9q,  may  even  furpafs 
Erafmus,  in  eloquence,  genius,  learning,  and  the  amiable,  virtues 
of  his  life."  Erafmus  in  reply  to  this  gentleaian  fays,  "  I  think 
very  highly  of  Melanfthon,  and  indeed,  entertain  the  greateft  ex- 
pe&ations  concerning  that  young  man.  May  our  Lord  grant  thai 
be  may  long  furvive  us."  The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  find  that 
fome  acquaintance  muft  have  commenced  between  fhefe  twp  illus- 
troitts  men,  not  long  after,  for  we  find  Erafmus  writing  thus  to 
MelanfUiQn  himfelf  in  May  1319,  **  Do  not  fuppofe,  dear  Sir, 
that  I  am  fo  inconilant  a  friend,  as  that  for  every  trifle,  I 
(hould  ceafe  to  be  a  friend;  or  that  F  ana  fo  little accuftomed  to ^ 
cenfure  or  aniinadverfii  n,  as  to  be  much  afFe£led  by  the  judgment 
ol  this  or  the  other  perfon  :  and  certainly,  1  do  not  obje£l  to  the 
p>fition,  that  the  judgment  of  learned  men  (hould  be  free  and  i'm-  . 
partial,  provided  that  it  be  juft  and  well  founded.  —  Bi^t  I  hope 
you  will  afTure  yourfelf  that  1  very  fincerely  love  Melanfthon,  and 
^|w  I  cherifh  his  very  promifing  genius,  with  no  common  <iflfec- 
tion/^  He  then  adds  in  the  clofe  of  the  letter,  •*  Farewell,  moft 
Itarfied  Melanclhon,  exert  all  your  powers  that  you  may  not  only 
equal  but  even  furpafs  the  high  expeAatians,  whicih  all  Germany 
l\as  enter4aiaed  of  your  genius  and  piety.  Take  care  alfo  tp  mo 
derate  ypur  laborious  ftddies,  for  I  hear  that  your  conflitution  is 
by  no  means  healthy  of  vigorous."    • 

Ther.c  is  diie  ob/ferva;ion  which,  before  I  proceed,  I  Gaqhptf  fpr- 
bear  to  make,  llo  which  I  believe  ©Very  pious  reader  will  fubfcribe, 
I  mean,   that  there  are   fomc  circum (lances  in  the  life  of  man, 

which 
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vhich  appear  to  us,  to  be  contingent  and  fortuitous,  wbich  art 
neverthelefs  immediately  connefted  with  the  great  de/igns  ot  Pro- 
vidence. Melan£lhon*s  unexpeSed  introdu8ion  to  Wiremburg 
\vas  manifeflly  oi  this  kind.  Luther  had  juil  hegun  his  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  church  of  Rome,  in  this  very  place.  Mclanfthon  in 
this  important  junQure  was  therefore  feafonably  brought  to  his 
afliftance;  for  which  he  became  eminently  qualified,  as  much  by 
tlie  meeknefs  of  his  wifdom,  as  the  greatncfs  of  his  talents.  He 
foon  entered  into  all  the  views  of  that  great  Reformer,  was  anima- 
ted by  the  fame  ardent  zeal  for  the  truth,  and  willingly  (hared  with 
him  in  all  the  dangers  and  forrows  to  which  the  revival  of  pure 
religion  unavo'dably  expofed  them.  After  the  death  of  Luther 
indeed  nearly  the  whole  burden  of  the  Reformation,  refted  upon 
him,  for  fix  and  twenty  years. 

We  are  now  entering  on  a  period  of  time,  the  raoft  remarka- 
ble, on  various  accounts,  that  had  taken  place  in  the  Chriflian 
world  for  upwards  of  a  thoufand  years :  but  before  we  proceed  to 
the  conGderation  of  it,  it  will  he  proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  the 
^ate  of  things  previous  to  the  Reformation. 

\_  To  be  continued.  ] 
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-^    '     *    *  [  Concluded  from  page  296.  ] 

I  Set  out  for  Manchefter  with  the  horrors  of  a  guilty  confcience 
for  my  companion  ;  my  anguiffa  frequently  forced  floods  oi 
tears  from  mine  eyes.  O  that  I  had  but  made  my  complaint  unto 
Godj  then  I  (hould  have  found  relief !  When  I  got  to  Manches- 
ter I  wandered  up  and  down  until  it  was  almoft  dark,  and  then 
went  intQ  a  public  houfe,  where  I  met  a  Few  friends  whom  I  knew, 
I  attempted  \o  drown  my  anguifli  in  liquor,,  but  I  could  not  drink. 
That  night  l  got  a  place  to  work  at ;  and  once  more  fell  afleep  in 
the  arms  of  fin.  I  became  more  compofed,  and  at  length  recon- 
ciled to  my  fate  (as  I  termed  it).  One  night  as  I  was  wandering 
in  the  ftreets  iLke  a  (heep  having  no  fhepherd,  I  heard. the  found  of 
devotional  mufic:  turning  round  to  fee  from  whence  the  heavenly 
harmony  prgiceeded,  I  found  it  came  from  ihe  Mcthodift  Chapel 
in  Oldham  flrect.  I  flopped,  and  liflened,  and  for  a  time  flood 
fpeechlefs,  on  the  fpot.  At  length  ray  overburdened  .heart  could 
no  longer  bear  its  weight,  and  I  bur  ft  into  tears.  "O"  I  exclaimed, 
"how  happy  are  thefe  ppol^mifguided  enthufiaft.s  to  what  I  am; 
even  the  very  falfehoods,  their  Minifter  endeavoors  to  pcrfuade 
them  to  believe,  afford  them  mpre  folid  fatisfafkioli  than  all  the 
truths  of  a  natural  religion  put  together  afford  me..  V\\  go  in  and 
hear  them.**     1  went  into  tlie  chapel,  when  Mr.  Mather,   (for  that 
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vas  the  Minifter^s  name  as  I  learned  afterwards)  had  taken  his  text 
and  was  enhirgibg  on  the  benefits  of  TeHgion,  and  the  infufficienc/ 
of  ail  ezTthly  pleafurcs  to  give  peace  to  a  wounded- foul.  The  fer- 
mon  affe&ed  me,  and  I  feh  I  had  a  foul,  whether  I  would  acknow-, 
ledge  it  or  not:  but  to  defcribe  it's ,angui(h,  L want  words;  and  I> 
verily  thieve  I  (bould  have  roared  aloud  from  its  difquietude,  had' 
it  not  been  for  fliame.  A  young  woman  who  fat  behind  me  feem- 
ed  as  troubled  as  myfelf,  but  I  obferved  (he  prayed  very  earneftly, 
and  went  out  qui^  compofed;  but  I  prayed  none  and  fo  wenv 
away  more  miferable  than  ever.  I  made  the  refolution  to  ^o  theref 
00  more,  for  I  thought  I  fliould  go  mad  and  be  For  ever  miferable. 

I  did  not  fiay  long  at  Manchefier,  but  retprned  home,  and  was 
welcomed  by  my  friends  the  deifts,  I  now  began  my  old  courfo 
6f  life,  only  with  this  refolution,  not  to  get  intoxicated  any  more 
which  I  kept  pretty  weH.  I  devoted  my  lexfure  time  to  writing 
odes,  fongs,  pieces  of  fatire,  burlefque,  8cc,  Thus  t  proceeded 
until  I  faw  Mr.  Wakpfield's  Anfwer  to  The  Age.  of  Reafon.  ,  Mr. 
Wakefield's  abufive  lan^age,  with  the  weakneis  of  his  arguments, 
rather  increafed,  than  leflened  my  prejudices.  But  what  tended 
moll  to  confirm  me.  in  Deifm,  was  the  reading  of  the  Second  Part 
of  the  Age  of  Reafon,  together  with  another  infidel  book  that 
was  put  into  my  hands  at  the  fame  time,  and  was  a  fcurrilous  at^ 
tempt  to  degrade  the  charaSer  of  the  Pfalmift  David,  eatiiled, 
"The  Hiftory,  of  the  Man  after  God's  own  heart."  The  next 
Anfwer  to  the  Age  of  Keafon  whith  I  faw  was  written  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Taylor :  It  was  regarded  as  the  moft  decifive  anfwer  that, 
had  appeared  iii  our  part  or  the  countr)'.  It  was  recommended  to 
mjr  periifal  by  a  Methodift,  who,  I  believe,  was  fo^ry  to  fee  me 
in  fo*  much  darknefs  about  the  things  of  God.  At  his  requeft*  I 
endeavoured  to  give  it  a  candid  permal,  but  at.  the  concJufion,  felt 
myfelf  m^ch  diffatisfied-  Yet  one  of  my  friends  laying  fome  ftrefj? 
Tjpoa  Mr,  Taylor's  Anfwer,  I  wrote  a  Few  remarks  in  the  margin, 
which  beln^  looked  upon  as  pertinent,  I  was  defired  to  put  them 
together,  with  a  few  others  I  made  in  the  reading,  when  he  was 
by.  The  which  I  did,  and  began  with  Mr.  Taylor's  fir  ft  page,  I 
proceeded  to  defend  Mr.  Paine  a^i^well  as  I  could,  which  in  my 
way,  I  fecund  no  very  difficult  talk.  Being  further  requefted  to 
tnakea.ireguiar  book  of  my  remarks  fit  for  publication;  1  fet  about 
it,  and  efideavoured  to  point  out  thofe  palfages  ^of  the  Age  of 
Rcafon),  where  Mr.  Taylor  had}  as  I  fupppfM,  miftafaen  the  true 
fenfeand  meaning  of  Deifwi,  for  vice^x^no^mprality,  profanenefs^ 
&c.  and  alfo  to  (hew  what  true.deifm  is,  ai>d  what  it  is  not,  to^ 
geiher  with  a  few  of  my  own  reafons  fqr  rejefting  Chriftianity, 
&c.  When  I  had  got  about  half  tbrpugh  Mr.  Taylor's  Anfwer^ 
my  pefence  extended  almoft  to  the  fize  of  bi^  pamphlet.  I  be- 
gan upon  a  very  large  fcale,  being  determined  to  make  it  a  finilhed 
piece. 
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Sunda)^  was  the  cbief.  time  for  my  fludies,  and  .oil  ttii  Sabt)a(b 
evening^  my  companions  came  to  iiear  what  I  had  done,  and  en- 
couraged me  to  proceed  by  tbeir  repeated  plattdits.     All  this  while 
my  confcience  neveir  accufed  me.fot  -vrhat  Iw^^dotng^  which 
cleacly  proves  the  truth  of  Bifliop  Watfbn's  remark,  ia  his  Apo-' 
logv  for  the  Bible,  (viz,)    "  That  in  obeying  the^iffates  of  con- 
•.*  Icience  we  ihjllnot- upon  all  occalionsafl.riglft/'     I  am  fure  I 
4id  not  feel  the  .  lead  conftpun£lion  for.  what  I  did,  but  quite  the 
eonirary.'   The  news  of  my  writing,  foon  fpread  thro'  the  little 
village  where  1  lived,  and   feveral.came  to  hear  my  produEiions^ 
vhich  wer^  for  .the  .raoft  jpart  admired  by  them*    Bt^t  removing 
into  another  part  of.  the  village,  nearer  to  the  houfe  of  the  pcrfon 
who  had  lent  me  ^ Mr.  Taylor's  Anfwer,  I  frequently  fpentmy 
evenings  with  him  in  warm  debat9s  upon  deifm.     In  thefe,  I  came 
oiF  viftorious  for  fome  time,  having^  as  I  imagined^;  the  better  fide 
Qf  the  queftion  ;  ^tillone  night  he  told  me,    "a  Chriftian  has  the 
privilege  of  knowing  for  hin^I^lf  whether  the  Doflfin^  be  of  God  or 
not  — that  he  has  the  witnefe  inhimfelf."     This  he  fpoke  with 
fuch   fimplicity^  and  which  was  confirmed  by  his  boufe-keeper  a 
ferious  perfojn,  that  it  really,  grieved  me  to  think  they  would  utter 
fuch  folemn  falfehootj^  .upo.u  fo  awful  an  occafion:  for  I  thought, 
they  were  deceived,  and  that  it  was  only  the  frenzy  of  blind  enthu- 
fiafm.     However,  I  atteijded  tlie  meetings  held  at  their  houfe,  and 
ivas   for  the  moft  part  eafy  in  my  ipind  while  thefe,.  notwithlland- 
ing  I  entertained  fuch  prejudices  againft  them.     I  was  defired  by 
Ihe  perfons  who  frequented  thefe  meetings,  to  confidqr  my  fitu^tion, 
how  dangerous  it  was  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty. about  fuch  im- 
portant matters.     Yet  their  .advices  for  the  moft  part  were  of  no 
avail,    and  I  proceeded  in  my  work  of  infidelity,  until  one  night, 
as  we  had  hcen  difcbucfing  upon  the  Love  of  God  ^o  man,  and  of 
the  comfortable  influences'  of   the  Hojy  Spirit,    that  I  refolycd 
to  feek  this  comfort,  if  there  were  fuch  a  thing  to  be  had.     This  I 
longed  to  find,  yet  never  durft  a(k  for  it,  left  I  feould  be  prefurap- 
tuoiis.    '  HQwever  I  .fufpended  writhing  oh.dcifna,  until  I  mould  be 
jure  of  being  right,  and  upon  a  firm  fpundatioQ. 
.    .Q^e  day,  as  I  was'meditatinj  upon  the  holy!  confoUtions  which 
t  heard  of,  although  1  did  oq^clieve.  tbere*were  fuch  blcffings  to 
be  known  on  this  fide  the  grave,  yet  I  exclaimed  aloud,  as  if  I 
had  it  written  before  me,  •-^*— 
'    /  Ihave  a  full  and'firm  defire 

To  tafte  this 'ftneaming  Love  divine ; 

If  there-be  fkreh  a  quicfcehing  fire. 

Eternal  Gob  !  "Ol  niake  it  mine* 
•  Thiy  gave  me  fom'e  hope,  yet  I  flifled  it  by  fancying  it  to  be  only 
*the  effeft  of  my"  poetical  genius  ;'~a  mere'raptiire' arifirig  fmni 
•the  warmth  bf  my  defires,  which  were  only  cfhimericSil,  and  that 
by  indulging  them  I  was  aSing  contrary  to  ray  Reafon.  So  I 
gave  tip  all  thoughts  of  ever  enjoying  any,  fuch  htappinefs,  and  ac- 
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dttaJnted'  the  McthcHifls-wirh  it ;  but  they  told  m^  Tmuft  pfty'and 
nog;  ?*  pray  !  (faid  I)  I  'vill  not :  *  but  if  you  will  Jfend  me  a 
pen  and  ink,  J  xvBl  fliewr.  yoo  in  *what  matiner  T  fliould  fing," 
What  was  ihe  caufe*  of  nty  faying  this,  Ikndw-riot;  it  was  not 
fr6m  any  good  motive,  as  I  oiily'fpoke  it  by  way  of  derffion. 

However  they  reached  me  a  pen  and' ink,  and  I  wrote  the  fol 
lowing  lines : 

J  groan"^n<J  faint jbeneqth. the  weight    '•  ; 

(Jf  mine  infinity;       ..      ,   ;    » 
Come  quickly,,  chme^  a^  guide  me  llraight 

My  God,  t»o  H^ay^  an^d  Thee  !        ,  .     . 
I  feel  imprefs^l  t^poiiiivyJD^art  .;"  ^      , 

This  neyerrfailin^  tmxh, 
Xhat  I  muftefrnk/rif'thQU  depart ; 

O  fjive  ipy  hdpleft  youth  !  m  •  .     ^ 

My  ftubborn  mind  is  prone  to  ill,      ' 

Owhuherfliall  I  flee?        '  <  * 

.    Shall  I  fubmit  to  thy  great  Will 
And  yield  my  all  to  Thee, 

Yes ;  into  thine  almighty  hands 

My  fpirit  rrefign,  T  * 

Take^  and  by  thy  wife  commands. 

Proclaim  me  ever  thfne.    . 

^*  If  I  am  tight,  thy  grace  impart  ^r.  .tf 

"  Still  in  the  right  to  flay ; 
♦•'If  I  am  wrong,  O  teach  my  heart 
••  To  find  that  better  way,"       ' 

Jilor  let  my  foul,  this  rav  of  thine, 

Hang  lingering  iii  fulpence. 
To-morrow's  fun  may  not  be  mine 

Death  may  have  fwept.  me  hence  ! 

.    Xhen»    O  roy  fouJf  if  ^hi*  be  true 
That  Jesus  bled  for  thee! 
And  thou  the  gracious  call  refus'd. 
What  will  become- of  me  ? 

How  (hall  I  ftand  before  his  face 
Whom  here  I  crucify 'd  ? 
.   Op  anfwcr  for  thit  injured  grace  • 

Who  for  my  wanderings  died  ? 

I  can  no  more,  —  my  gracious  God, 

Keen  forrows  choak  my  voice  ;  '* 

Then  deal  with  me  as  fecnjeth  good. 

In  thine  all- feeing  eyes. 

*  Previous  to  thi%  I  was  cofivinccd  that  I  had  an  iipmortal,  immaterial 
Soul,  from  the  anguifti  I  had  felt  in  it  i  which  Matter  i^  no^  capable 
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Thefc  lines,  for  tb«  moft  part,  I  v^rote  dnder  a  fenfe  of  vrlnl  I 
ieky  efpecially  the  laft  verfe;  for  I  was  filled  with  angutfb.  I:  read 
theffl  the  hymiii  and  retired  immediately.  I  did  not  think  much 
of  it  that  nighty  but  on  the  morrow  I  could  not  overcome  the  iitf- 
prefTion  which  my  own  Hymn  had  left  upon  my  mind.  I  had  it 
as  freOi  in  my  memofy  as  if  I  had  learned  it  from  a  printed  copy: 
jny  mind  was  again  put  into  a  ftate  of  flu£luation;  endeavouring 
to  overcome  it,  but  could  not :  and  now  I  was  forttd  tb  pray, 
which  I  did  with  all  my  might,  e*«"neftly  imploring  the  Father  of 
Mercies  that  he  would  inftru6t  me  in  the  right  way :  that  if  I  was 
now  right,  I  might  be  kept  fo ;  but  if  I  was  not,  I  begged  he  would 
convince  me  of  it.  And  now^  for  the  firft  time,  I  believed  that , 
the  Lord  was  a  God  hearing  and  anfwering  prayer,  and  was  firmly 
perfuaded  that  the  time  was  fail  approaching  when  I  ihould  no 
longer  be  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty  about  religion.  I  acquainted 
fome  of  my  companions,  that  I  now  knew  a  method  to  prove  either 
the  truth  or  fallacy  of  deifm,  which  was,  to  make  ufc  of  the  means 
laid  down  in  Scripture,  namely,  **  if  any  man  lack  wiidom,  let 
him  alk  it  of  Gpd."  *'  Afk,  and  it  (hall  be  given."  And  that  he 
has  promifed  to  give  libeially  to  all,  and  upbraid  none.  If  the 
fcriptures  do  not  anfwer  the  propofed  end,  I  (hall  then^  know  of  a 
truth  that  they  are  what  I  have  conceived  them  to  be :  and  if  they 
prove  as  good  as  their  word,  I  (hall  then  not  only  reap  the  fruits  of 
a  firm  belief  in  the  feofpel,  but  alfo  have  it  in  my  power  to  con- 
vince them  of  it.  For  they  had  told  me  prior  to  this,  that  if  I 
found  it  fo,  they  would  believe  me. 

tjlowever  I  fet  out  with  a  full  determination  not  to  xe&  fatisEed* 
until  I  (hould  know  one  way  or  other.  My  companions  laughed 
at  nie,  called  me  a  Methodift,  and  faid,  I  went  on  in  a  fair  way  to 
be  a  Chriftian  ;  which  was  looked  upon  by  them  in  a  very  odious 
light.  This  I  did  not  regard.  My  prayers  were  attended  with  con* 
folation,  'and  1  took  more  pleafure  in  them,  than  in  aiiy  thing  I 
bad  ever  done  in  my  life;  which  encouraged  me  to  proceed  in 
fpite  of  all  oppoGiion:  until  at  length  it  pi^afed  the  Lord,  in 
iorae  meafure,  to  open  my  blind  eyes  to  fee  my  error,  which  from 
the  comfort  I  derived  .therefrom,  convinced  me  of  the  truth  of  the 
Gofpfel.  O  fir!  prayer,  mighty  prayer,  cannot  be  too  much  re- 
coniraehded  ;  if  it  does  not  produce  a  "  change  in  the  Creator," 
I  am  certain  it  ivill  produce  one  in  the  Creature  I 

3ut  to  return :  without  heiitation  I  comnritted  my  ^anufcript, 
which  Was  to  have  anfwered  Mr.  Taylor,  to  the  flames.  O  the 
pleafure  I  enjoyed  from  this  laft  a£l,  which  myx:orapunions  called 
a  rafh  one;  but  /which  I  knew  to  be  the  contrary.  My  ccm- 
panipns  now  almoft  all  left  me,  and  fe vera  1  idle  tales,  of  no  foun- 
dation, w^re  raifed  to  my  prejudice;  but  the  Lord  knows  my  heart, 
and  to  hinx  I  can  now  make  my  appeal,  and,  with  my  plefTed  dylpg 
Redeemer,  I  can  fay,  *•  Father,  lorgive^ithem,  for  thpy  kn  w  not 
t^rtiat  they  Yio."      '    '       .  .  ..      ;     /    ,    ... 
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Mymextrttifiricfswiis'td'fearth  (He  Sirrfptures  {nqiardllly,  ntiv  as 
I  hid  i<kitiimf^e,  bikt  fbr  *<eieit)al  life*    And  beifhg  fenfibfe  that 

^*  Two  are  better  tar  ihan  one,  .' 

.!«  For  counfel  or.  for  fight," 

I  kne^^  tbatj  ppft  ailich  wyfelf  to  tbof<?  Chpflians  wTiofe  lifc^ 
doSrincs,  ^nd  convcrfation,  w^r<e'  mo  ft  agreeable  t^  ilie  holy  Scrip* 
turcs.  ,  I  therefore  entered  into  the  .Methodift  Society,  and  met  in 
clafs  >linoft  ai  the  next  door  where  I  lived,  one  being  jufl  raifed; 
as  if  the  Lord  had  made  every  thing  ready  f6r  my  reception 
amongft  his  people.  Ytt  "ibft  I^irai  in  the  dark  ftate  of  nature; 
—  I  had  not  my  robes  wAlhed  whit^.in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ;— 
I  was  bot  bcnrn  agam,  arid  touh) '  lay  no  claim  to  a  pfacc  in  the 
king4om  of  heaven.  *  I  £)w.  my  brethren. at  our  meeting  filled 
with  tl^  love,  of ;  Giod,  ^ndiriMnphing^o  their  Saviour.  \Bttt  for 
myklf^  I  was  dead  in:tre^(res  ano  fidsi, 

•*  A  Ai'anger  to  i!iat  B'tt)6d  which  bought       ' 
*•  My.  pardon  on  the  Tree.*' 

In  this  ftate  I  continued  feveral  weeks,  until  oae  day  as  I  fat  \xy 
fbe  bed-fide  of  ^  fick  man  with  \yhom  I  lived,  he  turned  bis  dying 
eyes  tpw^r4  me,  .and  Jookirig  very  earneftly  at  me  for  fome  time,  I 
thought  he  fawfometbing  in  me  which  I  could  not  difcern  my* 
felfj  when  fuddeply  the  arrows  of  conviQion  ftuck  faft  in  my 
foul,  and  I  faw  myfelf  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  under  the 
dreadful  curfe  of  a  juft  law.  Of  all  the  pains  I  had  ever  felt,  thefe 
were  the  moft  acute.  O  the  excruciating  tortures  of  my  condemned 
foul!  Th(?re  appeared  but  on^  ftep  betwixt  me,  and  eternal  de« 
flruclion  ;^  all  luy  paft  tranfgrefTions  now  ftared  me  in  the  face,  and 
1  immediately  retired  into  the  other  room,  where  I  wept  aloud, 
and  as  well  as  I  could,  I  prayed,  but  my  adamantine  heart  feemed 
harder  than  ever,  although  a  littlfe  foftened  by  the  tears  I  had  Oied. 
I  Wandered  up  and  down  the  houfe,  feeking  reft  but  could  find 
none.  Upon  opening  the  Bible  I  caft  my  eyes  upon  the  following 
words,  which  afforcled  me  great  encouragement,  "  Ye  know  the 
Truth  ]and  the  Truth  Diall  make  you  free."  I  then  went  to  k  clafs<* 
nieeting,  firmly  believing  that  the  Lord  would  meet  me  there. 
When  the  Leader  had  done  fpeakihg  to  the  people,  he  defired  I 
Would  tell  them  what  the'Lord  had  done  for  my  foul.  This  Was  a 
talk  at  that  time  which  I  fdund  fome  difficulty  to  perform ;  but  I 
toH  them'  is  well  as  1  could,  how  I  had  gone  on  that  day :  we  theti 
vent  to  prayer,  and  in  k  few  minutes  the  L.oird,  in  tender  raeVcy, 
fee  my  burdtticd  guilty  foul,  at  perfeft  liberty.  I  was  brought  out 
of  djirknefs  ar>d  raifed  up  into  marvellous  light!  Out  of  bondage 
into  bleflcd  liberty  :  My  foul  was  filled  with  redeeming  k)ve,  and 
with  peace,  that  ]iaffeth  all  underftanding.  This  was  on  the  18th  of 
June,  1796.'  Dfeap  Sir,^y6n  will'  excofe  ine  defcrfbing  the  trans- 
ports of  my'  ftkil  at  this  inflant;*  words  cannot  do  this,  nor  could 
all  the  jpowers  of  eloquence  ever  give  the  leaft  idea  of'  it.    If  ^ou 

'*.•    '-■    "'\     -'  ■  '  •  '-  '  can 
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.leaiiMteU  the  joys  irt  He^ve^  «t  tb«  converfian  of  a  (inner,  il^ou 
know  vbat  it  is  to.  lafQe  tbe.good  wordoC.Ged^  andtoted.ili; 
powers  of  the  World  to  cpme,  thep  Sir,  you  may.ffrm  an  idea  of 
the  happipcfs  I  then  feU.  ' '[     "  ^ 

Excufe  me  giving  an  account  pf  my  varipus  ccymforts,  trials,and 
•t^mpiltions  fince  the  abov6  period :     It  Would  be  too  tedious  fpr 
.  the  limits  of  a  Letter,         And  belief  e  rpfe^  IJ^^ir^ir,  your'  aifec- 
tionate  Brother  in  Chrift  Jefus,  .    /  *     '  J-  N. 

Sept.  i5th,  ,1796.    '        -  'j  '    '  ,j    ^^^'  M-.i    • 

'  |.On  LOO:^lNG  ATTH^  Th|NCS  THAT  ARE  NOT  SEEN. 

'  '•  TT  E  that  looks  at  the  Things-^tbat  aye  not  feeni  is  a  pwfon 

XuL  wh^'i»  endowed  wb  a  biefied  aad^hoty  fecond  fight,  h^ 

>vhich   he  is  diftinguiihed  from  other  men  :•  'H*  ^^^^»  »^<>'  mouVn- 

ful  objefis  only,    fuch  as  coffins  ^ad.corpfes  ;^  bjut  fuch  objefis  as 

are  moil  chearing  and  delightful.      The  ey^s  of. his  underftanding 

are  eqligbteoed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  tp  know  tl^e  things  jbat  the 

natiji-al  tn^n  perceiveth  not ;  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  l^is  }n}rcri- 

tahce  in  the'  faints.    'Though  the  good  anfl  the  bad  tftmgs  of  thfs 

vain  world  are  always  prefling  on  nis  fenfes,  he  is  pot  chiefly  in]- 

fluenccd  by  them,"  as  though  they  Were  the  princijiai  things.    Far 

the  things  above,'and  the  things  that  are  eternal,  \it  judges  to  be 

no  lefs  real  for  their  being  inViBblef*  and  diftant.  '  He  firtnly  be-f 

Jieves,' frecfuently  thinks  of,  highly  fefteems,  ardently,' defires,  eam- 

*Teftly  experts,  'and  diligently  labours  after  the   enjoyment  of  them. 

'He  beftows  the  cream  of  his  thoughts  in  meditating  upon  them; 

sind  talks  about  them,   not  by  conftraint,'  when  he  is*  not  able  to 

•avoid  the  difcourfe,  but  naturally,  aftd  with  a  ready  mindi 

Some  have  thought  him  incapable  of  paiying  a  fufficient  attention 
to  the  neceflary  aJFairs  of  this  world ;  as  tho*  one  could  not  be  Fer- 
vent in  fpirit^  without  being  flbthful  in  bufinefs.  But  this  is  a  vile 
ilander.  For,,  moderate  indiiftry  is  not  a.divierCon  from  ferious  re- 
ligion, but  a  fipgular  help  uqto  it ;  and  tlie  fpiritual  man  who  holds 
the  plough,  or  handles  the  axe,  is  even  in  thefe  common  af^ions, 
more  holy  than  the  carnal  man  ib  his  mofl  folemn  djcvotions. 

a*  Ije  eiieems  a  man  much  more  becaufe  he  is  gracious,  than 
becaufe  be  is  rich  ;  and  can  never  be  induced  to  think,  thatproufi 
Cnnqrs  are.happy,  tho'  they.be  elevated  to  the  very  funrimit  of  fpl- 
tune.  He  would  much  rather  choofe  to  fee  his  child^ren  tinfiured 
with  the  principles  of  true  religion,  than  put  in  a  condition  to 
make  a'  {igure  .in  the  world.  li  he  is  in  adverfityv  he  derives  not 
bis  comfort  from  eatthly  enjoyments,  but  eternal  thirigs;  thefearo 
the  hills  to  which  he  I  if  cs  his  eyes,  and  fron^i  whence  cometh  bis 
aid.  If  he.  is  in  profperity,  his^rthly  bleffings  are  not  the  chief 
iource  of  bi&  joy  and  happinefs;  ,but  in^this  be  r^oices,  that  bis 
,Qame;is  v^riuen  in  heaven. 

\.      3-  As 


j;  As  he  who  dfc^tijs  a  Mgh  mounttirt,  and  from  i«  topfumys  the 
plain»bcJoV,  will  thtt^li  large  fields^btitinconriderable  fpots  of  hnd;  fo  * 
he  who  is  fet  on  the  btgfi  places  at'  Eternity,  arid  convc»fes  mtich  with 
everlaftin^  tbrngsf/wnfTcgaiid  iri  aVery  diminutive  light,  the  moft ' 
impoTtaiit'  bafinefles  of -this  ttainfitbrj'  life:  ;  His  iniftd  acquires  at 
fuhlime  turn,  and  an  elevated  way  of  thinking,  not  to  be  eafily^ 
tjiken'wfth  fligMind  trtfHugivaffttfesi 

4,  By  this  blefTed  ternjp^r  of  .mihd,  he  is  habitually  difpofed  to | 
perforrafpi ritual  dutieSf;  the  froivyn  is  ftruck  from  the  brow  of, 
death;  his  mind  is  ftroingly  fortified  again  ft  affljlftipns  of  every. 
fort;  .  and  the.  edg^^o^  3II  stemptations  is  moft  eFedually  blunted. 
Having  obtained  a  view  of  that  ineffably  glorious  prize  of  thf- 
high  calling, of  GoD,, he  cannot  poffibly  think  any  pains  too  great* 
to  reach  it.  For  this  he  can  ihfhntly  fcrve  GOd  day  and  nfght. 
For  this  he  cah'both  labour  and  fuffer  reproach ;  take  joyfully  the 
fpoiling  of  his  goods ;  and  .fometimes  even  jcftgn  his  breath  in 
cruel  flames.  In  vain  does  the  prefent  woiid  fpread  her  blandifli- 
ments,  and  attti  berfabe  with  frowms,  to  fhake  bis  fteady  purpofe, 
who  looks  not  at  tbe  things  that  are  feen.  What  though  the^  ad- 
vantages of  religiofi  are;  in  great  meafure,  future;  yet  this  Wife 
ind  enlightened  foul  is  at  no  lofr  which'he  flioiiild  prefer.  -  For  att 
eternal  advantage^  that  will  certainly  come,  is-  far  to  be  preferreA 
to  a  prefent  otie,^  that  is'of  a  ft ort  duration «  •  O  hith,  it  is' 
tliine  to  realize  and  render:  prefent  the  things  that  ar^  inviiibie  tgi 
ffce  corporeal  eye;  whether  by  ^reafon. of  the  nature  of  the  thing^r 
themf^lves,  or  by  reafon  of  their  di fiance  from<us  in  time  and 
place.  By  thee  infpired,  we  can  choofe  the  fharpaft  affliftions^ 
before  the  inoft  poignant  pteafures  ;  and  efteem-the  moft  grievous 
reproaclies,  greater  riches  than  the  peculiar  trdafure  of  vfko&, 
wealthy  kings/'.  » 

L     E    T'T    E     R    S.' 

From  Mr.  W e  s  l  e  y ,  to  Mrs.  Ma  i  t  l a  n  d  . 
Dear  Madam,    .     .  .  >         ^  May  12,  1763. 

BOTH  in  the  former  and.  in  the  farther  Thoughts  on  ChrisTiaw. 
Pehf.ectioN',,  I  have  faid  all  I  have  to  fay  on  that  fubje£):« 
Nevcrthelefs,  as  you  fcem  to  defire  I .  Ihould,  I  will  add  a  few  words 
Jnorc.  ,   . 

As  to  the  word  Perfection,  it  is  fcriptural. .,  Therefore  neither 
you  nor  I  can  in  confcience  obje6l  tp  it,  unfefs  we, would  fend  the  Holy 
Ghoft  to  fchool,  and  teach  I^ira  to  fpeak,  .wKq^made  the  tongue. 

By  Chriftian  Perfe£lion  1  mean  (as  I  have  faid  again*  and  again).  The 
To  loving  God  and  our  neighbour,  as  to  "  Rejoice  evermore,  pray  with- 
out ceafing,  and  in  every  thing  give  thanks'."  He  that  experiences 
this,  13  fcriptmrally  perfeft.  And  if  you  do  not,  yet  you  may  experi- 
ence it  ;  you  furely  will,  if  you  fallow  hard  after  it,  for  the  Scriptur* 
cannot  be  broken.  .>.-.•  ; 

What 
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What.thm  di^  their  ai^uing  rrprpvoi  whf^  o^^  ags^i^  Chn{B«l 
Perfe&ion  ?  .,i\bfolute  or  inf^Uible  Be|:fe€U0D»  I  never  contended  for, 
Sinleis  .PoiffiBiQioi^,  I  do  not  contead  fc^,  feeing  it  is:not  fi^riptural.  k 
perfe£boa  fuch  as  enables  a  pcrfpo  to  £4! 61,  the  ,vvh9jc  la>v,  and  fo  needs 
npt  the  merits  oif  Chrift,  I  ackno^yiJkf^  no  iuc|b  pcrfedioo,,  Ldo  HQW, 
a|[l4.^v^ays^^,jpteft  a^aiinftit.         , 

But  is  there  no  fin  in  thofc  wjio,  ^re  -poffeft  in  Lov«  ?-  I  bclieyc 
npj.i  but  be  th^  as  1$  may,  they  feel  none,  no  temper  contrary  i&  pure 
love,  while  they  rejoice,  pray,  and  give  thanks  continually.  And 
whether  fin  is  fufpended;  or  extinguifhed,  I  will  not  difputc,  it  is 
enough  that  they  feel  nothing  but  Iov6,  •  This  you  allow  "Nye  fhould 
daily  preCs  after.  And  this  is  all  I  contend  for.  Omay  the  Lord  give 
you'  to  tafte  of  it  to-day. 

1  am,  dear  Madam^  your  very  affeftioriate  fervant, 

John  Wesiiy. 


Fiom  Mr.  Ft£TCiifi.R,  to  Mp«  T.  Rankin,. 

My  dear  Brother,  Madeley,  June  25,  1781. 

I  Thank  yoii  for  your  kind  rem^brance  of,  and  letter  to  me.  I 
found  myfelf.of.  anc  Jk^art .  wim  you^  both  a^  a  preaicher  aadt 
believer,  before  I  left>.BrtAol ;  and  lam  glad  you  find  freedom  to 
fpeak  to  rhe,  as  your  friend  in  Chrift.     By  M^hat  you  zneption  o£ 

Jour  experience,  I  am  confirmed  in  the  thought,  that  it  is  often 
arder  to  keep  in  the.  way  of  faith,  and  in  tbe4ight,  than  to  get 
-into  it.  (fl)  That  Speculation  and  reafoning  hinder  us  from  getting 
^into  that  way,  and  lead  us  out  of  it  when  we  are  in  it«     (3;    The 
only  buGnefs  of  thofe  who  come  to  God,  as. a  Redeemer  or  Sano 
tifier,  muft  be  to  feel  the  want  of  Redemption  and  Sanflifying 
Power  from  on  high^  and  to  come. for  it  by  fimple,  cordial,  work- 
ing faith.     EaGly  the  heart  gets  into  a  falfc  reft,  before  our  laft 
enemy  is  overcome.     Hence,  a  relap^ng  into  ap  imperceptible  de- 
gree, of  indolence  and  carnal  fecurity.     Hence,  a  dreaming,  that^ 
we  are  rfch  and  increafed  in  goods.     That  is  one  of  the  caufes  of 
the  declenfion,  you  perceive  among  the  Methodifts,     Another  is, 
the  outzvard  rtft  they  have,    which  is  confiftent  with  the  felRlh 
views  of  hypocrites,  and  with  the  unbending  of  the,  i^m  of  Jaitk^ 
in  tbofe  who  are  fincere,     Anpiher  yet  may  be,  the  judging  oii 
the  gre^tnefs  of  the  Work  by  the  numbers ;  which,  I  fear,  mi  (leads 
Mr.  ****  himfelf.  And  fo  long  as  he  firmly  believes  Mcthodifm  Uou- 
riOies  and  increafes,  it  will  be  alrpoft  in  vain  to  offer,  or  adminifler 
T^medies  to  remove  declenfion.  However,  be  the  confequence  what 
tt  will,  th^fe  w^o  fee  the  evil,  IJiouM  honelUy  bear  their  teftimony 
againft  it,  ftrft,  in  their  own  foul ;  next  by  their  life,  and  3dly  by 
<heir  plain  and  conftant  reproofs  an4  e^hortatiuns.     Th^  work  u'i 
}ufliGcation  feems  flopt,  becaufe  the  glory  and  need  of  the  pardon 
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of  fins,  to  be  nctiw^d  and  jcnjcyed  now  iy  Jiailk^.  is  not ^ipre ffcd 
enough  uf on  Jinncrs  ;  and  the  need  of  jetatning  it,  upon  btliev"^ 
in.  The  woik  of  Sanfllfication  is  flopped,  if  I  am  not  milLken, 
by  the  fame  reafon,  and  by  holding  out  the  being  ddivtrtd  jrom 
Sin  as  the  (mark;  inflead  of  bc-in^;  rootid  in  Christ,  ^n^  jilUi 
with  tkt  Julntfs  of  God.  The  Difpenfatibn  of  the  Spirit  is  con- 
founded  wiih  that  of  ihe  Son  ;  and  the  former  not  being  held  forth' 
clearly  enough^  htlicvers  in  J<:fus  Chriji  fuppofe  they  have  ihe 
ijt  of  tfu  Holy  Spirit;  liencc  the  increafe  of  carnal  beheveis  : 
lee  Afts  viii.  i6.  and  Afts  i.  ii.  hence  fo  few  fpiritual  men.  I, 
offered  my  thoughts  upon  that  fuhjeft  to  Mr.  »*»*♦;  they  were 
not  received ;  but  if  I  am  not  mifiahn,  I  am  with  the  four  Evan- 
gelifts,  and  ibe  Jirjl  Martyrs,  Let  us  pray,  hope,  love,  believe 
lor  ourfelves,  and  call,  as  you  fay,  for  the  difplay  of  the  Lord's 
Arm.  My  love  to  your  dear  Fellow  Labourer  Mr*  Pawfon.  Pray 
bt  your  affeftionate  Brother,  JoHN  Fletcher. 
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From  the  Rev.  Dr.  Comyers,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

Rev.  Sir. 

I  Received  your  obliging  Letter  yefterday,  and  finccrely  thank 
you  for  your  affefibionate  prayers  to  God  forme.  I  am  not 
altogether  a  ftranger  to  the  difficulties  and  difcouragements  which 
attend  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Miniihy  :  -^(yod 
has  very  gracioufly  <lelivered  me,  and  I'truil  will  deliver  roe  to  the 
end.  Oppofition  and  tiouble  from  wicked  and  gainfaying  men, 
cannot  but  be  the  portion  of  every  faithful  difpenfcr  of  the  glori- 
ous bleflings  of  the  Gofpel  of  Cbrift  :  I  thank  God,  I  have  long 
fince  learned  to  admire  his  Wifdom'and  Goodnefs  in  fuch  difpen- 
fations  as  thefe  ;  and  of  confequence,  carneftly  to  pray  for  an  en- 
tire rtfignatroii  to  his  beft  and  bleffed  Will.  In  a  very  little  time^ 
Sir,  the  ftorm  will  be  blown  over,  and  then  an  amends  will  be 
made  for  all,  far  beyond  what  our  moft  enflamrd  imaginations  are! 
able  now  to  conceive.  I  hope  1  always,  in  all  my  labours,  hacl 
an  eye  to  GoD*s  Glory,  and  the  good  of  my  poor  fellow-crea- 
tures; though  I  faw  not  fo  clearly  as  I  do  now,  the  ineftimabte 
trcafure  that  was  committed  to  me";  neither  was  I  fo  well  acquaint, 
ed  wiA  the  glad  tiding^  I  was  fent  with  to  a  fintul  worM.  As  to 
time  and  means,  Sir,  'tis  no  matter.  Cod  had  mercy  oo  me  ;  tbe 
blcffirw  is  ftifficient  for  me ;  that  fo  it  is;  However,  this  I  aflure 
you.  Sir,  that  the  work  was  all  his  own  :  and  glory  to  bis  bleffed 
Name,  he  has  been,  pleafed,  I  believe,  totnake  you  a  noble  ii\. 
ftiuinent  of  promoting  his  Glory ;  and  great,  I  doubt  not,  will  be 
your  reward  in  Heaven,  May  lie  guide  you  by  his  unerring  Wis- 
dom, in  all  your  endeavours  to  promote  iiT;  fti  11  m^y  he  enable 
you  to  fpread  thro'  ail  your  Societies,  tbe  true  and- uncorfuptei 
VpL.  XX.  July  1797.  fpirit 
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ftirit  of  tlie  Gofpel  of  the  WefTed  JefuJ :  May  thev  all,  like 
their  great  Mkfter,  be  meek  and  lowly,  huitible,  inofTenfive ;  hy^ 
ihg  ^Hde  all  warm  difputations,  which  gender  ftrifie ;  all  railings, 
bittermefs,  and  falfe  accurations.  O  Sir,  thefe  rank  weeds  grow 
very  fall,  even  in  religious  hearts*.  We  have  a  cunning  enemy  to  con- 
tend with ;  and  fomeiimes  when  we  think  we  are  pulling  his  king* 
4om  down  he  is  Jecretly  employing  us  to  build  it  up.  Let  us  watch 
and  be  fober.  Let  us  in  no  wife  depend  upon  ourfelves,  ujpon  our 
own  forefight  or  wifdom,  orgoodnefs,  or  any  thing  we  have,  or  arc : 
but  by  a  Ueady  faith  in  Chrift,  let  us  look  to  our  Father  in  Hea^ 
ven,  and  I  make  iio  doubt  but  we  (hall  be  prefei  ved  from  ^11  his 
\yiles  :  The  fruits  of  God's  bleffed  Spirit  will  grow  apace  in  a 
heart  thus  guarded  by  watchfulnefs  ^nd  prayer;  Humility  and 
Toycg  peace  and  joy,  will  t)e  its  conftant  vifitants;  it  will  be 
preferved  from  the  power  of  Tin,  from  the  author  of  fin,  from  the 
conlequences  of  fin,  and  will  be  catried  on,  under  the  proteftidn 
of  an  AtMiCHTY  Arm,  ftep  by  Aep,  thro*  all  difficulties  and 
dangers,  into  the  pofleflion  of  an  eternal  life.  lam,  dear  Sir, 
'  Ybur  affe6Uonate  Friend  and  Fellow  Servant, 
Hcmfley,  July  9,  1759.  RiCHAitp  Co^T£^S> 


From  Mr.  John  HAiMEtoMr.  Wesley. 
*  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  Whitchurch,  Junei,  ^^778. 

THIS  comes  to  you  froip  a  worthlefs  worm :  But  I  can  delay 
no  longer:  1  am  like  bottles  filled  with  pew  wine;  O  wha,t 
a  blcffing  it  is.  to  fee  Gop  in  tyexy  thing^  and  every  where,  anc| 
(to  be  deeply  fcnfible  that  there  is  not  a  thought  in  my  heart,  or  a 
word  of  my  tongue,  but  is  known  to  that  pOD  whom  I  fear  and 
love!.  My  heart  now  burns  with  defire  to  love  hi  rh  more  and 
(erve  hin?  better.  X  thmk  that  I  am  in  fome  mcafure  (enfible,  that 
I  am  riot  worthy  of  the  leaft  favQiir  that  cotpes  from  his  raercifii! 
and  loving  hand.  But  blefled  be  his  holy  Name,  he  delights  in 
mercy. 

J  can  ifow  by  by  blelTed  experience,  that  I  atp  weak  as  helpl^fi 
infancy,  ^'nd  my  (le(h  trembles  when  I  view  the  greatnel^  and 
glory  of  God-  Yet  J  can  fay  with  the  deepeft  humility,  to  men 
a»d  devils,  **  Behold,  Goj>  is  nay  ^alyadon!  "  I  cai|  fay  upon 
good  ground,  that  I  have  nothing  to  hope,  and  nothing  to  fear, 
but  my  b)e(|ed  LoRp!  Hold  put  faith  and  patiepce,  a  fmie  lon- 
ger, and  ilic  Crown  Aall  be  my  oyn  for  ever. 
V  I  have  l)e^n  looking  over  ail  your  Letters  whicl^  I  have  received 
.  fince  the  year  1742.  I  have  often  read  them  wiifc  great  pjeafure  ; 
but  ncvci"  with  (o  much  as  now.  The  Lord  made  them  fuch  at 
^^efling  to"*"*?  as- 1  cannoe  exprcfs.  They  fired  tifiy  foul  in  foch  4 
tnaimer,  that  if  I  had  had  the  wings  of  a  dove  Lwould  fobn  have 
t>eeo  with  you,  if  you  had  been  in  the  utmofi  parts  of  the  world. 
•'■''-■''      ^    '  ■    ■  Love 
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Lov^.QOnftfains  me  to  acknowledge  how  greatly  I  am  indohtfid  ta 
yoi|  under  God.  To  think  how  yiou  boro  with  me,  and  fupporte4 
mc;  b7  your  kind  Letters,  yrhich  were  a  falvo  for  every  fore, 
wheo  I  was  in  the  deepeft  4ififcfs :  And  at:  the  fame  time  the 
<bvii  was  tempting  m^  with  predeftination;  but  by  the  blefling 
pf  Cod  upon  your  letters,  that  mountain  was  removed  out  of  the 
way.  plory  be  to  his  holy  Name»  that  his  tender  mercy  is  over 
9ill  hjs  works.  I  blefs  and  praife  ihe  Lord  for  General  Redemp- 
tion, and  thfit  I'cver  heard  that  bleffed  Do£lrine  preached :  This 
truth  Ihall  furely  ftand,  when  Heaven  and  Earth  (hall  pais  away. 

Dear  Sir,  I  cannot  cxprcfs  what  I  feel  in  my  heart,  the  love 
which  I  find  there  for  you  bums  like  fire :  I  find  indeed  that  my 
love  to  all  mankind  increafcs:  But  your  love  to  my  foul  and 
your  great  kii^nefs  to  me,  melts  my  h^art  into  the  deepeft  mu 
titude.  The  Lord  increafe  it  more  and  more.  I  reft  inniU 
aifurance  of  an  intereft  in  your  prayers,  and  conclude  with  nif 
love  and  dpty  to  you.  The  Lord  blefs  and  ftrexigthen  you,  and 
bring  you  back  to  us  in  peace.        Amen, 

John  Haimi;; 

Fxom  the  Rev.  Mr.  Newton,  to  Mr.  Weslev. 
Jesu  et  omnia. 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

YOUR  cnclofed  letter  from  Bolton,  which  came  to  my  care, 
has  fumilhed  me  with  an  excufe  for  writing  fooner  than  I 
intended.  Your  veffel  was  followed  with  many  a  wifliful  look, 
and  I  believe,  with  many  a  fecret  prayer  that  yoii  might  have 
been  fent.back  to  have  ftaycd  yet  a  little  longer  amongft  us  :  And 
I  muft  own,  that  when  I  faw  the  wind  change  about  an  hour 
after  you  left  us,  I  was  myfelf  willing  to  hope  that  your  work 
here  was  not  quite  finiftied :  But  the  next  morning  put  a  cheque 
to  my  fond  ftiort-fighted  defires.  It  was  indeed  a  ftiort  oppor^ 
tunity,  but  while  it  lafted,  it  was  fweet  and  profitable  to  me,  and 
I  truft  to  many.  Yet  it  is  with  grief  I  dbferve,  that  the  Woiti 
of  die  Lord  is  a  burthen  to  this  place  in  general  Eating,  drink- 
ing, building,  planting,  buying,  felling,  —  thefe  divide  or  en- 
grofe  the  greater  part,  and  they  have  no  leifurc  to  attend  to  the 
«w  thing  needful.  My  heart  forebodes  fomething  :  —  I  know 
not  what.  It  did  before  my  late  cohverfations  with  you,  but 
more  fince.  I  fear  for  the  nation ;  and  I  fear  particularly  for 
this  Liverpool,  which  tho'  but  of  muftiroom  growth,  is^  forit& 
lize,  the  moft  noted  place  in  England  for  commerce,  riches,  ^tnd 
increafe i  and  proportionably  (I  believe)  ft)r,luxury,  pride; and 
fccutky.  But,  bleiT^d  be  God,  I  neither  forrow  or  fear  as  thofe 
w))o  have  no  hope.  Every  thin >  is  under  the  direAtpn  of  Him 
382  to 
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to  whom  I  have  committed  my  all ;  and  when  the  Pilot 
of  the  Ship,  is  mafter  of  the  ftorm,  thofe  who  can  traft 
his  care,  may  difmifs'  their  own.  This  is  my  prefciit  fcnti- 
mcnt ;  what  impreflion  a  time  of  trouble,  if  it  fhould  aAu^ 
ally  come,  would  make  on  me^  I  dare  not  fay,  but  I  live  on  that 
promife,  ^^As  thy  day  ij,  fo  Jhall  thy  firength  be.'*  Let  the 
power  of  faith,  and  the  foirit*  of  prayer,  be  given- fui table  to  th^ 
occafion,  and  then  let  difficulties  and  ftraits  be  ever  fo 'great  of 
prcflirig,  tho'  we  arc  ftiut  up  on  all  fides  we  may  fay, 

.  Nee  tellus  noftrsB,  nee  patet  unda  fugae 
Restat  iter  coeli^j  caelo  tentabimus  iter. 

This  It  indeed  a  path  which  the  vulture's  piercing  eye  hath  not 
.fcen>  and  where  the  lion's  whelps  cannot  purfuc  :  equally  fecure 
from  the  attempts  of  force  and  fraud :  —  But  I  confidef  to  whom 
I  an^  writing  and  forbear.  Yet  I  am  fure  you  will  net  rebuke 
.mc  fo  fcvcrcly  as  Hannibal  did  the  philofopher  who  prefumed  to 
declaim  on  war  in  his  prefcnce. 

The  Lord  has  provided  us  a  fweet  retreat  in  the  country, 
w  hither  we  propofe  foon  to  remove  in  the  Summer  feafon :  at 
prefent  aU  is  bloom  and  harmony  there,  and  wc  promife  ourfelvet 
much  <A  that  deep  heart- felt  fatisfadtion,  which  arifes  from  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  Divine  Goqdnefs  in  the  common  comforts 
of  life :  —  if  it  plcafe  the  Lord  to  lengthen  out  the  public  tran- 
quility this  year  alfo,  we  cannot  be  more  happily  fituated  in  ex- 

teriiaU;  but  I  am  thinking  of  Jonah,  chap.  iv.  ver.  3, 8; 

when  the  gourd  is  moft  flouriihing,  the  next  hour  may  bring  the 
dcftroying  worm,  the  fcorching  fun,  and  the  fearching  wind,  aH 
at  onte  ;  1  would  willingly  prepare  myfelf,  not  only  to  part  with 
the  things  I  am  apt  to  over-rate,  but  to  part  with  them  (perhaps) 
juft  at  the  time  when  they  fcem  moft  neceffary. 

I  hope  what  I  faid  to  Mr.  Ockley  will  not  prevent  me  of  a 
.lettct  from  you  propua  manu.  If  I  had  engaged  you  in  a  point 
df  controversy,  you  would  judge  it  your  duty  to  reply  fomcthing 
at  large,  to  fet  me  to  rights  (this  I  gather  from  your  having 
faid,  you  wrote  one  of  your  longeft  letters  to  Mr.  Whitefield); 
it  is  my  happinefs  to  love  difputing  as  little  as  yeurfelf,  but  I 
need  every  help  in  prad^ical  and  experimental  ReUgion.  I  hope 
I  ftiil  retain  fome  traces,  both  of  your  preaching  and  convcrfe  j 
but  your  letters  would  have  the  advantage  of  being  always^ 
band-  I  am  fcnfible  in  fome  mcafure  of  the  value  <of  your  timfe> 
and  my  own  fmall  importance,  therefore  fhail  not  expert  line  for 
'  line,  or  letter  for  letter ;  if  you  give  me  leave  to  write  when  I 
will,  and  let  me  hear  from  you  when  you  can,  the  ternfifi  ot  ouf 
correfpondencc  are  fettled*  .   •. 

^  I  fhould  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with  an  account  of  ar^  farther 
remarkable -im^lMgence  voh  mav  receive  from  the  youhg^perfon 

•  '  -  ■  •  ,  at 
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*t  Lorulon  ;  I  am  fomething  fceptical  in  fuch  caies^,  y^.t  not  (6 
much  as  to  flight  the  warning.  Whatever  has  a  tendency  to,  ftir 
me  up  to  watchfulnefs  and  prayer,  is  fo  hr  good  to  me.  And  as 
if  when  an  invafion  is  expcded,  any  perfon  who  (hould  cry  out> 
"  The  enemy !  the  enemy  is  (toming !  "  would  draw  the  attention 
(at  Icaft)  of  thofe  who  heard  him  ;  fo  it  is  with  me.  I  have  fo 
fixed  an  appreheniion  of  the  judgments  of  God  being  juft  ready 
to  break  torth  upon  us,  that  I  am  ready  (perhaps  too  ready)  to 
believe  every  thing  that  feems  to  forebode  them.  Our  Lord  re- 
proves the  Pharifecs,  that  they  did  not  underftand  the  figns  of 
the  times;  the  prophecies  had  limited  the  appearance  of  Meffiah^^ 
by  the  words  of  Jacob,  and  the  Weeks  of  Daniel,  fo  precifely,*: 
that  it  feems  ftrange  thof6  who  had  thefe  writings  continually  iif 
their  hands  and  their  mouths,  could  poflibly  mifts^ke  them  ;  yet 
fo  it  was,  and  fo  it*  may  be  now.  The  Scripture  Prophecies  I 
believe,  can  only  be  underftood  in  their  accomplilhment,  or  by 
a  Revelation  from  on  high  :  -, — ;—  and  perhaps,  fuccecding  ages 
may  wonder  as  much  at  our  blindnefs,  as  we  do  now  at  that  o( 
the  Jews.  If  your  friend  Mr.  ***  is  permitted  to  publifli  the 
ground  of  his  very  extraordinary  difcoveries,  it  is  poflible  he 
may  command  our  aflcnt ;  —  till  then,  or  till  fome  farther  fcene 
appears,  I  muft  fufpend  my  judgment:  yet  I  am  far  from  re- 
jeding  him.  For  before  the  great  and  awful  events  we  expeft 
Ihait  take  place,  I  do  believe  the  Lord  will  reveal  to  fome  or 
others  of  his  fervants,  what  he  is  about  to  do^ 

Mrs.  N.  fends  her  cordial  refpedls;  we  beg  a  place  in  your 
prayers,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  ftand  in  the  evil  day,  and 
having  done  all  to  ftand.  For  our  parts,  ^we  ceafe  not  to  make 
mention  of  you  daily,  entreating  the  Lord  to  multiply  your  gifts^ 
graces,  and  ufefulncfs,  to  maintain  you  againft  all  his  enemies^ 
to  make  your  laft  days  your  beft  days,  that  thoufands  may  yet  be 
added  as  feals  to  your  mlniftry,  to  the  increafe  of  your  joy  and 
crown  at  the  day  of  his  appearing .  Jic  optat  'Vovetque :  your*s  in 
the  Lord,  J-  Newton. 

Liverpool,    April  3d,  1758.  ^ 


prom  Mrs.  P.  to  Mrs,  R, 
My  dear  Sifter,  March  20,  I797» 

O  U  have  often  heard  me  fpeak  of  the  Methodifts,  in  pre- 
ference to  all  other  people  in  the  world,  on  account  of  their 
Dodrine  and  Difcipline  being  calculated  to  raife  the  foul  to  high- 
er degrees  of  grace,  than  thofe  of  any  other  profeffion  with  whom 
I  am  acquainted.  Thefe  were  my  fentimcnts  twenty  years  ago: 
they  are  the  fame  now  ;  only  with  this  difference ;  —  1  was  then 
full  of  expectation  of  feeing  and  hearing,  that  great  numbers  of 
the  children  of  God  would  be  witncffcs,  thro*  faith,  that  the 
Uood  of  Jefus  cleanfed  them  from  the  remains  of  fin ;   and  that 

they 
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tiiiy  weie  rifing  into  all  the!  hcigbcs  of  hoUnefSi  A  fight  of  ttui 
pdvileges  belonging  to  us,  cdntraftcd  with  a  view  of  the  non^imt 
pf6venient  of  thenii  which  is  but  too  manifeft  in  man;  religioui 
jieriiDinsy  frequently  fink»  me  into  deep  farrow  and  hoW  moum« 
9fig)  and  9t  times  I  fear  that  not  a  few  are  in  a  ftate  of  fpirittial 
^lumbers,  aod  do  not  peredvt  it«  Various  are  the  caufe$  that 
<feprive  u$<^  that  holy  ardour,  which  inBuenced  usat out $rft 
fttting  out;  one  in  particular  often  ftriket  me*  namely^  the  not 
oohiideringy  that  the  fame  degree  of  eameftnefe  is  re^uii^  of  ua» 
ijfi  order  to  attain  intire  ianAification,  that  we  expeneooed  wbeii 
peeking  the  pardon  of  our  flns« 

I  remember,  when  Mr.   William  Hunter  was  'w^th  us  a  few 

days  at  Edinburgh,  obferving.    That  he  had  been  particularly 

jtruck  in  reading  his  Bible  that  morning,  to  find,  in  one  part,  ve 

Were  called  <*  To  give  all  diligence  to  be  found  of  Chrift  in  peace^ 

without  fpot  and  blamclefs  :  *'     In  another  place,    «*  to  give  all 

diligence,  —  to  add  to  our  faith  courage,  and  to 'Courage  know* 

ledge,  and  to  knowledge  temperance ;  and  to  temperance  patiencci 

and  to  patience  godlinefs,    and  to  godliriefs  brotherly  kindnefs, 

and  to  brotherly  kintnefe  charity:"  —  Alfo  in  the  Hebrew^ 

To    "  (hew  the  fame  diligence  to  the  full  affurance  of  hope  unto 

the  end."        That  good  man  was  much  affcded  with  the  fi^t 

which  he  had  of  our  danger  of  coming  (hort  of  the  attainments 

in  the  divine  life  which  belonged  to  us.     Were  there  no  higher 

degrees  of  grace  to  be  received,  nor  any  enemies  to  conquer,  we 

might  be  at  eafe  in  Sion,  after  receiving  the  pardon  of  our  fins, 

and  imagine  we  were  only  called  to  maintain  this  liberty,  without 

looking  for  the  fulfilment  of  any  other  promife:  "*  But  it  isfaid, 

^*  Unto  us  are  given  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes,  that 

by  thefe  we  might  be  partakers  Of  the  divine  nature."    And  the 

Apoftle  fpeaks  of  thofe  Worthies,  «  Who  by  faith  obtained  pro- 

mifes."     And  we  find  in  the  fcript\irc6  a  great  variety  of  paffagcs 

to  the  fame  purpofe.    Ncgle^ing  to  follow  hard  after  the  prize 

of  our  high  calling,  lays  the  foundation  for  naany  miftakes,  which 

imperceptibly  ileal  upon  us. 

When  we  are  fully  determined  to  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before 
us,  looking  unto  Jefus,  then  we  go  forward,  with  incredible 
fwiftncfs,  in  cotnparifon  of  thofe  who  have  np  prize  in  view ;  the 
light  of  faith  difcovers  the  hindrances  in  the  way,  and  Ommpo- 
tence  gives  us  flrength  to  lay  afide  every  weight  and  befetting 
fin.  J 

It  is  not  difiicult  to  difcover  diofe  who  arc  striving  to  enter  in 
at  the  ftrait  gate ;  they  are  pcrfons  of  one  bujinef$\  all  that  they 
have  to  go  through,  they  regard  as  part  of  the  race  ground  i?«^hich 
they  are  to  pafs.  The  fmalleft  thuig  is  therefore  of  import^cc 
to  them,  and  requires  to  be  done  to  the  glory  of  God.  I  fe^> 
that  not  a  few  of  diofc  who  once  &t  forward  with  great  e^eft- 

ncfs 
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n^fs  ia.  rengton,  an;  nbw  at  e%&  i^  Zion/if  the  tree  may^be 
known  by  its  fruit.  And  thofe  who  faithfully  run  the  heavenly 
lace^  will  be  as  a  light  to  all  around  them;  a  fire  which  will* 
leontmually  burn,  and  kindle  pure  delires  in  the  hearts  of  many« 
and  as  £ilt  feafons  tHe  meat  it  comes  near,  fo  their  holy  convert 
iadon  will  adminifiier.  grace,  to  thofc  whom  Providence  throws  in 
their  way. 

' .  Wfaoeveir  a^igages  in  running  a  race,  in  order  to  obtain  tb^ 
pri«c,  mttft  caft  off  every  inoumbrance :  The  fame  is  required 
of  all  who  feek  the  Lord.  Every  right  eye  muft  be  immediately 
plucked  out,  and  every  right  hand,  cut  off.  But  if  we  are 
only  kafurely  walking  in  the  narrow  path,  we  (hall  not  be  in^ 
Gommoded  with  a  variety  of  diings,  nor  will  our  confcierices  ac- 
^ufe  us  for  the  gratification  of  them  >  becaufe  our  diilance  from 
G<kl>  permits  not  the  light  of  his  Spirit  to  ihine  clearly  upon  our 
fouls,  h  that  confcience  ceafes,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  a  re^ 

{iiovcr  of  fin.  Hence  arifes  that  mixture  of  human  and  heaven- 
7  wlfdom,  fo  difcemable  in  many  profeffors,  and  which  a  truly 
enlightened  mind  cannot  receive  as  the  clear  determination  of 
bod,  upon  feveral  parts  of  Chriftian  Experience.  May  the  time 
fpeedSly  come  when  the  Lord  fhall  turn-upon  us  all  a  pure  lan- 
guage. If  our  faith  is  not  hourly  in  exercile,  the  powerful  prin-r 
ciple  ijirhereby  we  fh'ould  be  a£Cuated  is  unftruhgj  and  our  thoughts^ 
ddires  and  affe&ions,  in  a  great  meafure,  fpread  abroad^;  *ahd 
altho*  they  may  not  always  become  a  ptey  to  fin,  yet  neverthelefs^ 
they  will  cleave  to  things  lefs  excellent  than  thofe  we  are  called 
^0  follow;  llk^  the  Corinthians,  we  fliall  foe  more  anxious  to  ac- 
quire gifts,  than  to  feek  after  that  Charity,  the  properties  of 
which  are  Jo  ftrikingly  defcribed  by  the  Apoftle ;  and  it  is  painful 
to  obfervd  Ae  various  deceptions  which  religious  perfons  are  Un- 
iter,  when  they  arc  n6t  wholly  devoted  to  God.  You  will  alk» 
What  are  thofe  thiqgs  which  may  fo  take  up  our  attention  as  to 
loofea  our  hold  of  the  Fromifes?  I  anfwer,  our  lawful  calling 
will  not  be  of  that  number,  if  we  contmually  pray,  "  that  we 
may  fo  psds  thro'  things  ten^ral,  as  not  to  lofe  th^fe  which  are 
wemal."  Neither  need  any  providential  circumftance  prevent 
pur  going  6)rward.  All  famUy  concerns,  croiTes,  trials,  afflic- 
tions, which  befal  us,  >  will  work  together  for  good,  fo  long  as 
we  love  God  and  walk  uprightly.  There  are  however  a  variety 
pf  diings  which  when  given  way  to,  will  of  courfe  hinder  our 
walking  elofely  with  God.  Could  we  infure  length  of  days,  then 
we  might  fuj^fe  there  would  be  time  for  great  improvement  in 
many  branches  of  ufeful  fcience :  we  might  acquire  a  large  (hare 
ff  knowledge  in  the  affairs  relating  to  our  nation  and  govern- 
ment, and  abundance  of  other  particulars,  which  wc  are  capable 
of  underftaridirig ;  and  if  we  could  cultivate  the  knowledge  of 
^de  'matters  without  any  lofs  to  our  fouls,  it  might  be  well : 
"'.'.''  "a 
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awrcftling;  agonizing  fpirit,  like  Jacob,  which  cdndrains  us  to 
fay,    "  I  will  not. let  thee  go,  unlcfs  thoublcfs  me/' 

The  advantages  obtained  by.  all  the  knowledge  we  may  acquire, 
would  be  but  a  poor  compenfation  for  the  flopping  fhort  of  any 
promifethat  would  unite  us  clofer  to  our  living  head.  Experience 
dcmonftrates,  that  when  wc  have  devoted  our  time  to  any  purfuit 
that  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary,  let  the  fubjeft  or  concern  be  what 
It  may,  we  do  not  find  the  fame  fwecit  intercourfe  with  God,  nor  an 
-cqiial  degree  of  fervency  of  fpirit  to  perfevcre  in  the  narrow,  way. 

The  Lord  is  jealous  of  his  glory,  and  will  not  admit  of  our 
leaving  htm,  to  feek  after,  what  St.  Paul  efteemed  •  '*  dung  and 
droft,"  in  comparifon  of  the  exc^ellency  of  the  knowledge  of  a 
Saviour.  It  is  true  Wifdom  which  God  would  have  us  value  abovtf 
every  thing  that  the  World  can  give.  His  love  will  endue  u* 
with  power  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  to  perfeAion. 

The  path  pointed  out  for  you  by  Providence  to  walk  in,  h 
plain.  Do  not  perplex  it  by  entering  into  any  thing  that  mighli 
encumber,  or  take  up  your  attention  from  rifing  into  an  eftablifli- 
ment  in  grace.  Your  call,  if  rightly  improved,  will  lead  you  to 
much  fpiritual  profit.  In  this  reipcdl  you  have  reafon  to  fay, 
«« ff^y,  Lordy  am  I  thus  favoured/'  ?  That  this  bleffcd  end 
may  be  anfwercd,  is  the  prayer  and  wifli  of  your  aflfeiStionate 
Sifter, 


From  Mr.  Wesley  to  Mr.  Hart» 

Dear  Sir,  July  ii,   1763, 

ABUNDANCE  of  bufinefs  has  prevented  my  writing  fo  foon  as 
I  dcfired  and  intended,    nor  have   I  time  now  to  write  fo 
.  largely  as  I  could  wifh,  and  as  your  opcnnefs  and  franknefe  would 
otherwife  conftraiij  me  to  do.     But  I  cannot  delay  any  longer  to 
write  a  little,  left  I  (hould  fcem  to  flight  your  corrcfpondence. 

What  you  before  obfervcd  is  of  great  importance,  viz.  "  If 
it  be  the  profeflTcd  aim  of  the  Gofpel  to  convince  us  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ  :  If  I,  a  finner,  am  convinced  of  the  reality  of 
this  fa<ft,  am  not  I  who  believe,  authorized  to  expeftlife,  not 
through  any  condition,  or  any  a^  inward  or  outward  performed 
by  me,  but  fingly  tHrough  the  Name  which  Jefus  afTumed,  which 
ftands  for  his  whole  charafter  or  merit  ?  " 

Here  is  the  Hinge  on  which  Mr.  Sandiman*s  whole  Syftem 
turns.  This  is  the  ftrength  of  his  caufc,  and  you  have  propofed 
it  with  all  die  ftrength  and  clearnefs  which  he  himfelf  could 
devife. 

Yet 
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Yet  fufFer  me  to  offer  to  your  confideration  a  few  queries  con- 
earning  it. 

Is  every  one  who  is  convinced  of  the  reality  of  this  fa6t, 
^*  Jefus  is  the  Chrifty*  a  Gofpel  Believer?  Is  not  the  devil 
convinced  of  the  reality  of  this  fadl?  Is  then  the  devil  a  Gofpel 
Believer  ? 

I  was  convinced  of  the  reality  of  this  faft  when  I  wa^  twelve 
years  old,  when  I  was  without  God  in  the  world.  Was  I  then 
a  Gofpel  Believer  ?  Was  I  then  a  child  of  God  ?  Was  I  then 
in  a  ftate  of  Salvation  ? 

Again,  you  fay,  "  I  who  believe  am  authorized  to'  cxpe<Sl 
Life,  not  through  any  Condition  or  Aft  inward  or  outward  per- 
formed by  me." 

"  /  who  believe.'*  But  cannot  you  as  well  expeft  it  without 
believing  ?  If  not,  what  is  believing  but  a  Condition  ?  *  For  it 
is  fomething  fine  quanon.  ,  And  what  elfe  do  you,  or  I,  or  any 
one  living  mean  by  a  Condition  ?  And  is  not  believing  an  in- 
ward aft  ?  What  is  it  elfe  ?  But  you  fay,  "  Nvt  performed  by 
me,**  By  whom  then  ?  God  gives  me  thtf  power  to  believe. 
But  does  he  believe  for  me  ?  He  works  Faith  in  me.  But  flill 
is  it  not  I  that  believe  ?  And  if  fo,  is  not  believing  an  inward 
aft  performed  by  me  ? 

Is  not  then  this  Hypothefis  (to  wave  all  other  difficulties)  con- 
tradidory  to  itfelf  ? 

I  have  juft  fet  down  a  few  hints  as  they  occurred.  Wifliing 
you  an  increafe  of  every  Bleffing,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  very 
aifeftionatc  Brother,  John  Wesley. 


POETRY. 

THE  J  OUR  NET  OF   LIFE. 

WHILE  thA)'  the  Vale  of  Life  we  hafte, 
Encumber'd  with  this  houfe  of  clay. 
How  oft  the  bitter  cup  we  tafte, 
How  oft  our  comforts  fade  away ! 

In  this  wild  variegated  fcene. 

The  pain  upon  the  pleafure  grows. 
The  weeds  arife  the  flowers  between. 

The  thorn  attends  the  blooming  rofc. 

Man  wandering  thro'  the  gay  parterres, 

Grafps  eager  each  alluring  fweet, 
Bounds  thro'  its  mazes  unawares, 

Nor  fees  the  fnake  beneath  his  feet. 
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The  thorny  fwcet  his  haftc  corrcfis^ 

The  fpeckled  danger  flops  his  way. 
He  halts  a  moment  and  refledls 

Upon  a  path  fo  falfely  gay. 

And  what  in  this  amazing  fcenc 

Then  ftrikes  the  philofophic  eye  ? 
Here  Spring  appears  in  fprightly  green. 

There  Autumn  lays  his  honours  by. 

JHere  the  gay  fcenes  of  giddy  youth. 

The  Moralift*s  attention  claim, 
There  grey  Experience  teaches  Truth, 
And  Emulation  gafps  for  fame. 

While  Sorrow  ih  ten  thoufand  forms. 

Along  each  winding  path  appears, 
The  brighteft  day  Ihe  clouds  with  ftorms. 

And  drowns  the  faireft  face  in  tears. 

Here,  —  in  the  dreadful  garb  of  War, 
She  makes  whole  nations  feel  her  fway. 

While  in  more  filent  anguifh  there. 
The  Widow  weeps  her  Life  away. 

Here  Poverty's  hard  griping  hand. 

On  her  ill-fated  votaries  feizc. 
While  near  the  Sons  of  Pleafure  ftand, 

A  prey  to  pain  and  dire  difeafe. 

Ambition  climbing  danger's  fteep. 

Falls  headlong  from  the  vaft  afcent. 
While  Avarice  hugs  his  golden  heap. 

And  mourns  fuch  trcafure  idly  fpent^ 

And  foremoft  of  the  motley  crew, 

That  adt  on  this  extended  ftage. 
Vice  rears  her  Stygian  head  to  view. 

And  thoufands  in  her  caufe  engage. 

While  Virtue  from  the  croT^d  retir'd. 

At  intervals  is  only  feen. 
Oft  unattended,  unadmir'd, 

Or  by  a  fimple  flender  train. 

/        While  thefe,  and  thoufands  more  unite. 
The  mighty  Drama  to  perform. 
Some  ftand  fpeftators  of  the  fight, 
Fearlefs  of  funfhine  or  of  ftorm. 

There  Folly  fits  with  idle  hands, 
Unmeaning  fmile,  and  vacant  look. 

While 
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While  near  Refleftion  filent  ftands. 

And  notes  the  fcenes  in  Wifdom's  book. 

Come,  then,  thou  Friend  of  erring  Man, 

Bleft  Wifdom,  lend  thy  page  to  me. 
That  I  on  thine  important  plan. 

May  judge  of  all  the  fcenes  I  fee. 

Not  with  the  fcnfelefs  Stoick's  pride. 

Would  I  mankind  at  once  defpife. 
But  following  my  celeftial  Guide, 

Learn  by  their  Folly  to  be  wife. 

Though  here  unfriendly  ftorms  arife. 

To  intercept  the  traveller's  way. 
Though  difmal  clouds  obfcure  the  fkies 

And  gleaming  meteors  round  him  play. 

Yet  hark !    for  Wifdom's  awful  voice 

Is  heard  amidft  the  dreadful  gloom ; 
She  bids  us  feek  for  folid  joys. 

In  an  eternal  World  to  come. 

One  only  Path  by  Wifdom  trod. 

O'er  all  the  wildernefs  is  found. 
This  brings  the  fpirit  home  to  God, 

With  viftory  and  honour  crown'd. 

What  though  the  entrance  dark  appears. 

And  briers  and  thorns  impede  the  way. 
Yet  keen  Repentance  bitter  tears. 

Shall  lead  to  joys  of  endlefs  day. 

The  gloomy  entrance  quickly  paft. 
The  light  of  faith  the  profpeft  chcars,  — 

To  calm  conviftion's  furious  blaft. 
The  bleeding  Sacrifice  appears ! 

Jesi/s,  the  weary  wanderer's  reft. 

As  ftrong  to  fave,  —  himfelf  reveals,  — 

Applying  to  each  wounded  breaft, 
The  Balm  that  every  forrow  heals. 

There  —  as  a  Guardian,  Guide,  and  Friend, 

He  ftands  to  lead  the  travellers  on. 
From  every  danger  to  defend. 

Arid  fill  with  joy  and  peace  unknown. 

Thus  guided,  —  as  with  chearful  feet. 

Along  this  happy  Path  ye  go. 
New  glories  ftiall  your  fpirits  greet. 

New  joys  your  ravilh'd  fouls  o'erflow. 

Still 
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Still  brighter  (hall  the  profpeft  fhine,        ^ 

Till  the  celeftial  gates  ye  gain, 
Then  open  on.  the  fcene  divine. 

With  Jesus  on  his  Throne  to  reign! 
Thus  fhall  this  fol,kar)r  wafte. 

Lead  to  imm()rtal  joys  on  high  ; 
Then  hade,  ye  Pilgrims,  onward  haftc. 

To  join  the  Armies  of  the  Sky. 

On  thofe  celeftial  plains  of  light. 

When  your  freed  fpirits  walk  fecure. 
No  cloud  can  dim  your  piercing  fight. 

No  (hade  your  glorious  joys  obfcure. 

Learn  then,  through  life's  uneven  vale. 

With  careful  fteps  to  urge  your  way. 
When  dangers  rife,  and  foes  affail. 

With  ftedfaft  patience  watch  and  pray 

So  when  your  fun  at  eve  declines. 

And  life's  gay  fcones  in  ftiadows  He, 
When  this  terreftrial  houfe  refigns 

Its  gueft' to  feek  a  place  on  high  ;, 

The  Manfions  of  eternal   Light, 

The  weary  traveller  fhall  recei  c, 
To'  enjoy  the  beatific  Sight, 

And  In  Jehovah's  Prefence  live. 
March  25,  1797.  A.  B, 

WRITTEN  IN  SICKNESS..      .  ' 

FREELY  I  toGoDrefign 
.  Whatever  is  accounted  mine  5 
Seeking  only  to  be  bleft 
In  his  love's  eternal  reft. 
Oh  the  blifs  of  pains  that  tend 
Right  toward  ib  fweet  an  end  ! 

Emerging  from  the  darkfome  tomb 
See  the  King  of  Horror  come  ! 
Horror's  King  —  but  not  to  me, 
Whom  the  Saviour  hath  fet  free.         [  Mrs.  Cowper. 

PRATER. 

TO  paths  of  blifs  incline  their  ftraying  feet. 
With  heavenly  wifdom  make  their  fouls  replete  : 
Give  them,    O  God  !    that  fource  of  facred  joy. 
That  which  the  changeful  world  can  ne'er  deftroy: 
Enlift  them  with  thy  fliining  faints  above. 
And  blefs  them  here  with  the  Redeemer's  love  [,  i«iD. 
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The  Experience  of  Mr.  PIPE. 

to  the  editor  of  the  methodist  magazine. 
Sir, 

IMuft  acknowledge  that  it  was  withgr^at  reluftance  I  attempted 
this  fketch  of  my  paft  Life,  and  believe  it  never  would  have 
feen  the  light,  had  I  not  thought  it  my  duty  to  comply  with  the 
requeft  of  Conference.*  There  are  few  incidents  attending  it  (as 
I  fuppofe)  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  common  experience 
of  prcfeffing  Chriftians.  Whatever  therefore  is  interefting  there- 
in, is  principally  fo  to  myfelf ;  but  fhould  any  who  are  fincere  of 
heart  be  edified  thereby,  I  ihall  rejoice  and  give  God  the  glory. 
Yours  afFeftionately,  John  Sanders  Pipe. 

I  was  born  at  Dudley  in  the  county. of  WorCefler,  July  12, 
1767.  My  parents  profeffed.themfelves  members  of  the  efta- 
blilhed  Church,  but  I  have  npt  .been  informed  of  their  having 
any  acquaintance  with  vital  religion  during  the  time  they,  lived 
together.  They  were  unfortunate,  in  their  marriage  and  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  bufinefs.  I  do  not  pretend  to  develop  the  caufes.  The 
embarrafled  ftate  of  his  affairs  cauTed  my  Father  to  quit  the  place, 
and  I  know  little  more  concerning  him,  excepting,  that  he  never 
returned  to  his  family  again.  My  mother  was  left  with  the  car^  . 
of  three  children':  but  rrovrder^ce' provided  ifbr  us.  We  fell  in- 
to the  hands  of  relations^  and. ?t  was  my  lot  to  meet  with  tender 
aiid  affectionate  regard  in  my  Mother's  Sifters.  It  is  now  many 
years  fince  my  mother  was  releafed  from  this  vale  of  tears,  by  a 
lingering  confumption.  During  the  time  of  her  illnefs,  my 
fitter  frequently  read  and  prayed  with  her,  and  I  have  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  (he. experienced  that  change  of  heart  without 
which  none  can  enter  Heaven,  and  is  now  among  the  fpirits  of 
the  juft  made  perfe<Sl»  Her  laft  words  were  thofe  of  the  dying 
Redeemer,  "  Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit,"  and  fooii 
after  departed.  To  return  to  myfelf  :  The  care  and  kindnefs  of 
my  Aunts,  in  fome  fenfe,  fupplied  the  lofs  of  parents  :  I  was 
early  inftru6ted  in  reading,  and  according  to  their  knowledge,  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord.  I  went  regularly  to.  Church,  ^nd  con- 
trafted  a  fondnefs  for  it,  when  quite  a  child.  It  was  the  fame 
with  regard  to  School :  and  I  never  remember  abfenting  myfeif 
Vol.  XX.  Auguft  1797,  "         •  froni 
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from  it  excepting  one  day,  the'  reftleflhefs  and  anxiety  this  oc- 
cafioned,  proved  a  powerful  antidote  againft  a  fecond  attenapt.  I 
learned  prayers^  and  feveral  of  Dr.  Watt's  hymns  for  children; 
thefe,  with  the  inftruftions  I  received,  beggn  to  hav^  a  good  in- 
fluence upon  rpy  condudl,  and  were,  I  believe,  a  means  of 
checking  many  of  the  irregularities  of  my  fallen  nature.  Cur- 
(ing,  Swearing,  and  Lying,  I  abhc>rred:  for  which  I  feci  great 
thankfulnefs  to  Almighty  Gop, 

I  experienced  many  deliverances  in  my  younger  years.  When 
about  two  years  old  I  was  vifited  with  a  violent  complaint,  and 
was  given  over  by  a  fkilful  perfon  who  attended  me,  and  it  feemed 
impoflible  for  me  to  recover:  Another  perfon  providentially 
vifited  me,  and  was  the  means  in  the  hand  of  God  of  bringing 
me  back  from  the  gates  of  Death.  Another  time,  yea  twice,  I 
was  in  danger  of  fufFocation  ;  once  either  between  two  beds,  or 
one  doubled  upon  me ;  and  the  other  ^ime  by  loofing  a  laige 
veffel  of  water  upon  myfelf,  which  proving  too  ftrong  for  me, 
threw  me  on  my  back,  and  kept  me  there  :  I  was  nearly  dead 
before  any  one  difcovered  me.  Once  I  was  fnatchcd  from  the 
Jbrink  of  a  very  deep  well,  into  which  it  is  thought  had  I  not 
then  been  difcovered,  I  fhould  moft  affuredly  have  fallen.  To 
mention  the  care  of  Divine  Providence  in  one  ijiftance  more  :  I 
had  wandered  fome  diftance  from  home  and  was  earelefsly  walk- 
ing on  the  high  way,  when  I  fa,w  a  horfe  full  gallop  making  to>- 
wards  the  place  where  I  was :  thinking  myfelf  unfafe,  I  endea- 
voured to  crofs  the  road,  but  before  I  could  effcft  my  purpofc, 
the  horfe  came  up,  ran  over  me,  and  knocked  me  to  the  ground 
with  great  force :  yet  I  do  not  recolledt  that  J  received  any  in- 
jury'excepting  what  the  fright  itfelf  occafioned.  Indeed  the  firft 
years  of  my  life  feemed  full  of  dangers,  and  I  hope  the  indul- 
gence Hicvn  me  by  Heaven,  will  never  th;o*  ingratitude  be 
abufed. 

I  continued  with  my  kind  relations  till  between  feven  ap4 
eight  years  of  age ;  during  which  time  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
i)cen  heceffary  for  me  to  receive  but  very  little  correiftion :  tjio' 
I  muft  acknowledge,  upon  a  furvey  of  my  actions,  that  I  com- 
jnitted  feveral  things  of  a  finful  nature,  for  which  I  defire  to 
Jiumble  myfelf  before  Gop. 

At  Old-Swinford,  a  few  miles  from  my  native  placei  there  is 
a  School,  which  was  built  and  endowed  fome  time  in  the  laft 
century,  by  Thomas  Foley,  Efq;  a  perfon,  who  as  far  as  I  can 
learn^  was  poffelfed  of  a  very  great  degree  of  the  fear  of  God. 
The  original  dcfign  of  which  feems  to  have  been  to  educate  and 
bring  up  in  a  religious  manner,  the  children  of  thofe  perfons, 
who,  through  misfortunes  in  liiFe,  were  incapacitated  to  inftruft 
•^ind  provide  for  them  in  a  comfortable  manner.  It  is  pleafantly 
fitted  op  a  riling  ground^  and  capable  of  receiving  threefcorc 

Scholar^ 
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Scholars  (which  is  the  full  number)  without  any  iiiconvenience. 
Thefe  are  provided  with  all  things  neceffary,  till  they  are  four-^ 
teen  years  of  age,  wKcn  the  perfons  concerned,,  or  the  childteri's 
relations,  provide  mafters  for  them  ;  and  when  they  are  bound 
apprentice  a  premium  is  always  given.  It  is  vcfted  in  the  hands 
of  Feoffees,  who  are  Gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune.  Th^ 
perfons  who  have  the  care  of  the  children^  are,  a  tutor,  ftew{ird> 
houfc-keeper,  nurfc,  a  fervant-man  and  two  fervant  maids. 
Prayers  arc  read  twice  in  the  day>  morning  and  evening.  None 
are  fuffered  to  behave 'irreverently;  in  the  abfcnce  of  the  tutoif 
one  of  the  fenior  fcholars  is  appointed  to  infpeft  their  behaviour, 
and  make  his  report  f>f  offenders.  The  Good  arifing  from  this 
inftitution  has  been  very  grelt:  and  (hews  the  world  the*  excel-* 
lency  of  that  Religion,  which  infpires  Men  with  fuch  great  de- 
figns.  What  a  contraft  does  this  Gentleman  form,  with  many 
in  our  day,  whofe  ftudy  it  is  to  run  into  the  moft  unbounded  ex- 
travagance, and  long  before  the  fliadows  of  the  evening  conie 
upon  them,  ruin  both  thcmfelves,  and  their  families;  or  with 
thofe  whofe  illibcrality  of  fentiment,  would  banifh  inftruftion  fronni 
the  minds  of  all  but  the  rich  and  great?  Or  at  leaft,  would  nar- 
rowly contraft  the  boundaries  of  all  ufeful  knowledge,  under  the 
idea  of  their,  becoming  better  fervants,  fubjeds,  &c.  when  the 
matter  plainly  is,  they  think  to  preferve  their  dominion  over 
them  with  lefs  trouble.  What  an  account  nriuft  fuch  as  thefe  have" 
one  day  to  give  unto  God  ? 

.  Through  the  intcreft  of  friends,  I  was  admitted  into  this  fe-' 
minary  before  I  was  efight  years  of  age,  and  I  mu(V  acknowledge, 
that  though  the  rcftraints  of  grace  were  upon  me  before  I  went 
there;  yet  the  bias  of  my  mind  towards  Religion  was  not  properly 
fixed,  till  I  had  left  my  relations  for  fome  time.  It  was  two  or 
three  years  before  my  mind  was  reconciled  to  my  new  fituation, 
owing  to .  a  few  unpleafant  circumftanccs,  which  through  the 
mercy  of  God,  firft  taught  me  to  form  my  thoughts  in  prayer. 
Not  being  comfortable  in  my  mind,  I  began  to  turn  myfetf  to- 
wards him,  and  at  that  early  period  of  life,  fought  happincfs 
from  the  Author  of  my  exigence.  I  foon  began  to  experience 
the  influence  of -the  Divine  Spirit  in  its  foftening  power;  and  fre- 
quently fccrcted  myfclf  from  my  companions,  ta  weep  and  prj\y 
before  Iny  God.  A  glimmering  li^ht  fpriing  up  amidft  much 
folly  and  darknefs.  I  was  led  by  inlenfible  degrees  to  defire  di- 
vine knowledge.  I  learned  the  difference  which  heaven  m^es 
between  the  precious  and  the  vile,  both  here  and  hereafter.  I 
found  a  great  defire  to  enjoy  the  approbation  of  God,  and  to 
poffefs  with  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  thfe  happinefs  of  heaven 
for  cvejr.  I  read  the  Scriptures  w^ith  attention,  frequently  when 
my  fchool-fellows  were  engaged  in  th^ir  youthful  fports  and  paf- 
timc«;  I  learned  many  of  the  Pfalms,  committing  them  to 
memory ;  with  many  prayers  and  mcditatibns,  from  a  book  called 
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the  Country  Parifliioner,  in  ufe  among  us.  I  endeavoured  to  follow 
its  diredions,  particularly  where  it  recommended,  making  the 
Works  of  God,  the  fubjefts  of  our  meditation ;  and  turning 
the  common  occurrences  of  life,  into  prayer  or  praife.  When  I 
firft  opened  my  eyes  in  a  morning,  I  thanked  God  who  had  again 
permitted  me  to  fee  the  light ;  and  prayed  that  darknefs  might  be 
chafed  from  my  mind,  and  that  I  might  walk  in  his  fear  all  the 
(iay  long  :  While  dreffing,  that  I  might  be  cloathcd  with  the 
unfading  robes  of  righteouiiiefs :  And  when  I  waflied,  "  Wafli 
me  thoroughly  from  my  wickednefs,  and  clcanfe  me  from  my 
fin  :  *'  And  when  I  viewed  the  fields,  &c.  "  How  manifold 
arc  thy  works,  O  Lord !  in  wifdom  thou  haft  made  them  all ;  the 
earth  is  full  of  thy  riches,  &c."  I  found  much  pleafure  in  thefe 
cxercifes,  which  though  they  were  frequently  interrupted,  cfpe- 
eially  when  things  became  more  agreeable  to  me  ;  yet  they  begat 
in  me  fo  much  reverence  for  the  Deity,  a«  to  prove  in  many  in- 
ftances,  a  powerful  means  of  nipping  in  the-  bud  the  fruits  of  my 
fallen  nature,  and  to  deter,  me  from  vicious  courfes.  Several 
things  had  a  direfl:  tendency  to  fan  this  flame,  which  divine 
mercy  was  kindling  in  my  foul.  We  ufed  at  all  opportunities  to 
attend  the  fervice  of  the  Church.  And  the  Sabbath  was  fpent  in 
reading  the  Scriptures,  learning  of  Colle<fts,  &c.  About  the 
fame  time  one  of  my  companions  was  under  the  fame  impreffions 
with  myfclf.  He  obferved  my  growing  ferioufnefs,  and  took  oc- 
cafion  to  open  his  mind  to  me  on  the  fubje6t.  Afterward  we  fre- 
quently met  and  pra)'^ed  together.  We  walked  together  as  friends, 
and  encouraged  each  other  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  God.  At  laft 
we  agreed  to  make  others  of  the  fchoiars  acquainted  with  our 
proceedings,  not  being  willing  to  enjoy  fo  much  good  alone.  We 
therefore  began  to  fpeak  firft  to  one,  and  then  to  another ;  their 
hearts  were  touched,  and  many  of  them  readily  complied  and 
afiTociatcd  with  us.  We  read  good  books,  fur>g  and  prayed  toge- 
ther, and  for  each  other.  Reproof  was  given  wher\  there  appeared 
a  neceflity  for  it.  We  watched  over  each  other  with  tendemefs ; 
and  encouraged  ourfelve^  to  guard  oi)r  hearts,  lips,  and  lives, 
that  we  might  do  nothing  difpleafing  to  Almighty  God.  Wc 
Had  very  little  acquaintance  with  religious  people,  fo  that  I  may 
indeed  fay,  this  was  the  Lord's  doing.  •  And  here  I  cannot  but 
remark,  that  thcfe  fimple  buddings  of  piety  (foi:  they  dcfcrve  no 
better  title,  feeing  we  knew  nothing  of  cvungeUcal  holinefs)  were 
dcfpifed  by  fome^  and  were  a  ground  for  pcrfecution :  fo  true  it , 
is*  that  the  fallen  nature  is  oppofcd  to  God,  .and  all  that  apper-* 
taiiis  to  his  kingdom.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that  notwithftanding 
tiic  preceding  account,  I  did  niany  things  contrary  to  tha  Will- 
of  God.;  things  which  aficrvvards  cHufcd  nie  much  forrow  and 
v.ccping.  In  fome  inftaiiccs  I  rtmember  a<SHng  wath  vile  dupH-  - 
cftV,  and  once  thro'  fear  called  God,  to  witnefs  to  a  faifliood, 
vv.if.ji.fuch  wiiVs,  enough  in  my  judgment  to  hav^  a wakeped  and 
**    .  .  '  *     '  '      .  called 
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called  forth  his  tremendous  vengeance,  if  his  mercy,  his  tender 
mercy,  did  not  prefide  over  all  his  works.  I  conceived  a  great 
fondnefs  for  novels,  and  the  more  vain,  unnatural,  and  extrava- 
gant the  circumftances  were,  the  more  I  admired  them.  This 
tended  to  fill  my  mind,  too  full  of  native  vanity  before,  with 
additional  froth  and  trifles.  I  wanted  fome  pious  and  judicious 
friend  to  take  me  by  the  hand,  and  point  out  the  road  to  Heaven, 
and  not  finding  this,  I  remained  in  much  darknefs,  and  the 
clouds  hung  heavy  upon  me.  Were  I  to  cxprcfs  myfelf  accord- 
ing to  my  prefent  Views,  I  (hould  fay,  that  I  was  a  ftrangc  mix- 
ture of  light  and  (hade,  and  I  know  not  what  befidc.  I  was 
vain  enough  to  think  myfelf  very  good,  and  worthy  of  divine 
regards,  merely  by  reafon  of  my  attachment  to  duty,  and  be- 
caufe  I  was  not  quite  fo  bad  as  fome  about  me.  And  yet  I  was 
not,  with  all  my  fancied  goodnefs,  delivered  from  the  fears  of 
Death  and  Judgment.  I  have  obferved,  that  feveral  who  have 
publifhed  their  experience,  have  made  mention  of  remarkable 
dreams,  I  thought  it  might  not  be  amifs  to  relate  one  which  I 
had  when  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age.  There  were 
feafons  when  I  met  with  fevere  conflifts  of  mind,  and  thofe  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  operations  of  divine  grace  upon  the  heart, 
will  own,  I  think,  tliat  they  were  not  leffened  by  the  circum- 
ftances of  my  dream.  I  thought  I  was  going  with  one  of  my 
intimate  companions,  into  the  country.  We  walked  together  till 
wc  came  to  an  extenfive  plain,  thro*  the  middle  of  which  flowed 
a  deep  rapid  river,  which  wound  itfelf  with  many  an  irregular 
turn  as  far  as  the  profpedl  extended.  When  we  arrived 'at  the 
brink  of  this  ftrcam  we  parted;  he  took  the  left  hand,  and  I 
Went  ofF  to  the  right.  The  ground  on  both  fides  was  full  of 
dreadful  precipices.  I  loft  fight  of  my  companion,  and  continued 
i^mbling  from  place  to  place,  till  at  length  I  came  to  a  very  deep 
pit,  which  was  hedged  round  and  a  bank  thrown  up,  to  prevent 
paflengers  from  falling  into  it.  I  was  fo  incautious  as  to  get  with- 
in this  circular  inclofure ;  but  could  find  no  place  on  which  to 
Jtand;  the  withered  grafs,  and  loofe  foil,  giving  way,  whenever 
they  were  touched*  I  had  no  way  to  preferve  myfelf  from  fall- 
ing headlong  into  the  threatning  deftruction,  but  by  taking  hold 
of  the  flakes  which  fupported  the  hedge.  Thefe  appeared  to  have- 
been  driven  in  a  confidcrable  time,  and  were  fo  decayed,  as  to  be 
incapable  of  fupporting  me  long  in  that  fituation.  It  fcemcd 
utterly  impofllble  to  efcape.  I  was  thus  fufpended  over  the  pit's 
nwuth,  when  the  flake  in  one  of  my  hands  fuddcnly  fnapt  in 
twoj  and  that  in  my  other  hand  held  no  longer  than  while  I  could 
take  hold  of  another  flake  ;  and  fo  on,  till  I  could  reach  no 
^nore.  I  then  fell  backward  into  the,  pit.  In  the  aft  of  falling, 
to  increafe  the  horrors  of  my  mind,  fatan  in  an  hideous  (hape, 
afccnded  from  the  bottoiti,  and  furioufly  taking  inc  in  his  arms, 
itnmcdiatcly  defcendcd*  with  inexpreflible  fvviftnels.     I  thought 
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he  was  hurrying  me  away  to  the  burning  Lake  for  my  numerou* 
tranfgreflions  :  Eternal  deftru<Sion  fcemed  to  await  me.  The 
moft  bitter  anguifh  filled  my  fpirit.  I  feemed  to  have  permiffion 
to  draw  my  breath  once  more.  God  was  all  my  hope,  and  thatmy 
laft. breath  was  fpcnt  in  crying  out,  <<  O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  de- 
liver my  Soul !  "  When  to  my  unfpeakable  fatisfadtion  I  poke. 
This  made  a  lafting  impreflion  upon  my  mind,  and  feveral  other 
things  which  for  brevity's  fake  are  omitted. 

■  Some  months  after  this,  at  one  of  our  vacations,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing  Mr.  Rodda  preach  in  the  MarKet-place  at 
Dudley,  which  I  think  was  the  firft  Methodift  fermon  I  he^-d. 
A  great  concourfe  of  people  were  aflembled  on  the  occafion.  -I 
thought  it  ftrangc,  and  wilhed  to  know  what  he  faid,  but  re- 
member only  that  he  talked  about  the  humility  and  love  of  Jcfus 
Chrift.-  It  is  not  unlikely  but  I  fhould  have  gathered  fomcthing 
more,  had  I  not  had  the  misfortune  to  flip  down  from  fome  fham- 
bles,  to\i^Tds  the  top  of  which  I  was  clambering  for  the  better  con- 
vqniency  of  feeing  and  hearing.  In  the  fall,  one  of  the  tenter 
hooks  received  my  weight,  and  it  was  fome  time  before  I  was 
cured  of  the  wound*  I  do  not  recolledl  hearing  any  thing 
more  of  Mcthodifm,  excepting  the  abfurd  reports  which  foolifh 
and  wicked  men  delight  to  propagate,  and  fuch  as  are  like  them- 
felves  love  to  fwallow,  tiU  I  left  fchool.  I  was  then*  between 
fourteen  and  fifteen  years  of  age,  (being  kept  a  little  longer  than 
fome  others ;)  and  from  that  time  till  I  was  about  twenty  two,  I 
lived  in  the  family  of  Mr.  H.  in  Dudley.  They  ftiewed  me 
great  kindnefs  and  I  confidered  it  a  gracious  providence  which  caft 
my  lot  with  them.  A  meafure  of  the  fear  of  God  ftill  continued 
with  me,  tho'  I  too  often  hurt  my(elf  by  giving  way  to  trifling. 
I  faid  my  prayers  morning  and  evening,  and  at  other  times,  making 
ufe  of  a  feledion  of  excellent  forms,  from  feveral  eminent  divines 
of  the  Church  of  England.  I  frequently  fung  hymns,  &c.  but 
to  (hew  from  what  a  mixed  fource  they  flowed,  I  acknowledge 
that  I  alfo  fung  foolifh  and  unprofitable  fongs.  I  lofed  mirth 
and  jelling,  the  confequence  of  which,  was  a  diffipation  of  thought, 
and  a  leis  inclination  to  devotion ;  fo  that  at  iaft,  if  my  mind 
was  not  free  to  it,  I  declined  it,  under  the  notion  that  it  was 
will-worfhip  and  unacceptable  to  God,  when  the  truth  was,  it 
fuited  beft  my  flothfulnefs.  Neither  were  my  paflions  reftrained, 
as  they  ought  to  have  been^  in  feveral  inftances.  I  went  to  church 
regularly  on  the  Lord*s-day,  and  fometimes  to  the  Methodift 
Chapel ;  but  too  often  from  other  motives  than  thofe  of  piety. 
When '  I  heard  feveral  of  the  preachers,  a  thick  vail  was  upon 
my  heart  and  I  could  not  underftand  them.  Yet  thro'  the  folici- 
tations  of  a  young  Man  in  the  family,  I  frequently  attended  the 
preaching, 

[  Ti  i^  continued.  ] 
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An  original  SERMON  of  Mr.  WESLEY'S. 

The  following  Difcoiyfe,  we  hope,  will  be  acceptable  to  our 
Readers :  it  was  preached  at  Savannah  in  America,  in 
Feb.  20,  1736.  Mr.  Wcfley,  at  that  time,  was  but  im- 
perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift ;  we  have 
therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  add  a  few  fentences,  in  order 
to  render  it  more  agreeable  to  the  Dodrine  which  he  taught, 
when  it  plcafcd  God  to  illuminate  his  mind  with  a  clear  and 
full  difcovery  of  pardoning  mercy,  thro'  faith  in  our  bleflfed 
Redeemer.  To  diftinguifh  thefe  Additions  from  the  original" 
Text,  they  arejnferted  in  the  Italic  Chara^er^  and  inclofed 
in  Brackets, 

I  C  O  R.    xiii.    3. 

"  Though  I  beftow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  Poof,  and  give 
*'  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  Love,  it  profiteth  me 
"  nothing." 

THERE  is  great  reafon  to  fear,  that  it  will  hereafter  be  faid 
of  moft  of  you  who  are  here  prefent.  That  this  fcripture, 
as  well  as  all  thpfe  you  have  heard  before,  profited  you  nothing. 
Some  perhaps  are  not  fcrious  enough  to  attend  to  it ;  fome  who  " 
do  attend  will  not  believe  it;  fome  who  do  believe  it,  will  yet 
think  it  a  hard  faying,  and  fo  forget  it  as  foon  as  they  can  :  And 
of  thofe  few  who  receive  it  gladly  for  a  time,  fome  having  no 
root  of  humility,  or  felf-denial,  when  perfecution  arifeth  becaufe 
of  the  word,  will,  rather  than  fufFer  for  it,  fall  away.  Nay, 
even  of  thofe  who  attend  to  it,  who  believe,  remember,  yea,  and 
receive  it  fo  deeply  into  their  hearts,  that  it  both  takes  root  there, 
endures  the  heat  of  temptation,  and  begins  to^  ^ri"g  iorih  fruit,; 
yet  will  not  all  bring  forth  fruit  unto  perfedion.  The  cares,  or 
pleafurcs  of  the  world,  and  the  defire  of  other  things,  Tperhaps^ 
not  felt  till  then)  will  grow  up  with  the  word  and  choke  it. 

Nor  am  I  that  fpeak  the  word  of  God,  any  more  fecure  from^ 
thefe  dangers,  than  you  that  hear  it.  I  too  have  to  bewail  air 
"  evil  heart  of  unbelief."  And  whenever  God  fhall  fuffer  per- 
fecution to  arife  ;  yea,  were  it  only  the  flight  one  of  Reproach, . 
I  may  be  the  firft  that  is  offended.  Or  if  I  be  enabled  to  fuftain 
this,  yet  fliouJd  he  let  loofc  the  cares  of  the  world  upon  me,  or 
flu)uld  he  ccafe  to  guard  me  againft  thofe  plcafures  that  do  not 
lead  to  him,  and  the  defire  of  other  things,  IfhoUld  furely  be 
overwhelmed,  and  having  preached  to  others,  be  njyfelf  a  caft- 
away. 

Why  then  do  I  fpeak  this  word  at  all  ?  Why  ?  Becaufe  a 
difpenfation  of  the  Gofpel  is  committed  unto  me :  And  though 
rtat  I  ftiall  do  to-morro^v,    I  know  not,  to-day  I  will  preach 
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the  Gofpel.  And  with  regard  to  you,  my  commifflon  rum  thu5, 
M  Son  of  man,  I  do  fend  thee  to  them,  and  thou  (halt  fay  unto 
them,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  —  whether  they  will  hear, 
or  whether  they  will  forbear." 

Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  "  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  Life, 
keep  the  Commandments.'*  [ /«  order  to  this,  "Believe  in 
the  Lord  Jejus  Chrift  and  thqu  jhalt  he  fcpued:'  ]  "  Forfakc 
not  the  anembling  of  yourfelves  together  as  the  manner  of  fom* 
is:"  "In  fecret,  likewife,  pray  to  thy  Father  who  feeth  in 
fecret,  and  pour  out  thy  heart  before  him."  "  Make  my  word 
a  lantern  to  thy  ittt,  and  a  light  unto  thy  paths."  «  Keep  it 
in  thy  heart,  and  in  thy  mouth,  when  thou  fitteft  in  thy  houfc, 
when  thou  walkcft  by  the  way,  when  thou  lieft  down,  and  when 
thou  rifeft  up."  "Turn  unto  me,  with  Fafting,"  as  well  as 
prayer :  And  in  obedience  to  thy  dying  Redeemer,  by  eating 
that  bread,  and  drinking  that  cup,  "  (hew  ye  forth  the  Lord's 
death  till  he  come."  By  the  pOwer  thou  (halt  through  thefe 
means  receive  from  on  high,  do  all  the  things  which  are  enjoined 
in  the  Law  ;  and  avoid  all  thofc  things  which  are  forbidden  there- 
in, knowing,  **  that  if  ye  oiFend  in  one  point,  ye  are  guilty  of 
all.V  To  do  goocLalfo,  and  to  diftribute,  forget  not ;"  "  Yea, 
^hilc  you  have  time,  do  all  the  good  you  can  unto  all  men. 
Then  "  deny  thyfelf,  take  up  thy  crofs  daily;"  and  if  called 
thereto,  "  refift  unto  blood,"  And  when  each  of  you  can  fay, 
"  All  this  have  I  done  :  "  Then  let  him  fay  to  himfelf  fairther, 
(words  at  which  not  only  fuch  as  Felix  alone,  but  the  holieft  foul 
upon  earth  might  tremble,)  "  Though  I  beftow  all  my  goods  to 
feed  the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and 
have  not  Love,  it  profiteth  me  nothing." 

It  concerns  us  all,  therefore,  in  the  higheft  degree,  to  know, 
Firft,  The  full  fenfe  of  thefe  words,  "  Though  I  beftow  all 
my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body  to  be 
burned."  •  ^  ^ 

Secondly.     The  true  meaning  of  the  word  Love,  and 

Thirdly.  In  what  fenfe  it  can  be  faid,  "That  without 
Love  all  this  profiteth  us  nothing." 

I.  As  to  the  Firft.  t  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  word  ufcd 
by  St.  Paul,  properly  fignifies.  To  divide  into  Jmall  pieces^  and 
then  to  dijirihute  what  has  been  Jo  divided:  And  confequently  it 
implies,  not  only  divefting  ourfelves  at  once  of  all  the  worldly 
goods  we  enjoy,  either  from  a  fit  of  diftafte  to  the  world, 
or  a  fudden  ftart  of  devotion,  but  an  aft  of  choice,  and  that 
choice  coolly  and  fteadily  executed.  It  may  imply  too,  that 
this  be  done  not  out  of  vanity,  but  in  part  from  a  right  principle ; 
namely,  from  a  defign  to  perform  the  command  of  God,  and  a 
defire  to  obtain  his  Kingdom.  It  muft  be  farther  obferved,  that 
the  word  ^/Vf ,  fignifies,  aftually  to  deliver  a  thing  according  to 
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agreement,  and  accordingly  it  implies,  like  the  word  preceding, 
not  a  hafty  inconfiderate  action,  but  one  performed  with  open  eyei 
and  a  determined  heart,  purfuarA  to  a  rcfolution  before  taken.  The 
full  fenfe  of  the  words  therefore  Is  this,  -which,  he  thaj  hath 
ears  to  Jiear,  l6t  him  ear ;  Though  I  fliould  give  all  the  fub- 
ftance  of  my  houfe  to  feed  the  poor,  thoygh  I  fhould  do  fo  upon 
mature  choice  and  deliberation  ;  though  I  ftiould  fpend  my  life 
in  dealing  it  out  to  them  with  my  own  hands,  yea,  and  that  from 
a  principle  of  obedience ;  though  I  fliould  fufFcr  from  the  fame 
view,  not  only  reproach  and  fliame,  not  only  bonds  and  impri- 
fonment,  and  all  this  by  my  own  continued  aft  and  deed,  not 
accepting  deliverance  ;  but  moreover,  death  itfclf  ;'yea,  death  in- 
flifted  in  a  manner  the  moft"  terrible  to  nature:  yet  all  this,  if, 
1  have  not  Love,  [^*^  the  Love  of  Gody  Jhed  abroad  in  my  heart 
hy  the  Holy  Ghoji  given  unto  me^*  j  it  profiteth  mc  nothing. 

Secondly.  Let  as  inquire  what  this  Love  is  ?  What  is  the 
true  meaning  of  tlie  word  ?  We'  may  confider  it,  either  as  to 
its  properties,  or  efFefls.  And  that  we  may  be  under  no  pos- 
fibility  of  miftake,  we  will  not  at  all  regard  the  judgment  of 
men,  but  go  to  our  Lord  himfelf  for  an  account  of  the  Na- 
ture of  Love ;  and  for  the  Effcds  of  it,  to  his  infpired  Apoftle. 

The  Love  which  our  Lord  requires  in  all  his  followers  is. 
The  Love  of  God  and  man ;  of  God,  for  his  own,  and  of 
man,  for  God's  fake.  Now,  what  is  it  to  love  God,  but  to 
delight  in  him,  to  rejoice  in  his  Will,  to  dcfire  continually 
to  pleafe  him,  to  feek  and  find  our  happincfs  in  him,  and  to 
'  thirft  day  and  night  for  a  fuller  enjoyment  of  him  ?  [But .  if 
we  allow  with  the  Apojik,  that  by  nature^  we  are  ^<  carnal^ 
sold  under  Jin  :  '\  And  that  •*  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againji 
God;"  then. we  Jhall  fee  at"  once ^  how  impojftble  it  is  for  any  one 
to  delight  in  God,  till  that  enmity  is  taken  away :  and  that  «d- 
thing  under  heaven  can  do  thisy  but  the  Love  of  God  Jhed  abroad 
in  our  hearts,  by  the  operation  of  the  lioly  Spirit,  This  conftdera-* 
iion  leads  us  direSily  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  that  by  a  living 
Faith  in  him,  we  may  partake  of  a  divine  Nature,  that  being 
thereby  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mindy  we  may  love  God 
from  a  fenfe  of  his  love  to  us.  Beftdesy  how  can  we  love  God 
till  we  are  experimentally  acquainted  with  him?  Are  we  not  all 
ftrangers  and  enemies  to  him  by  wicked  works?  Are  not  our 
minds  y  'till  renewed  by  divine  grace,  entirely  alienated  from  him? 
Has  not  our  Lord  himfelf  faid,  **  This  is  life  eternal,  that  they 
might  know  thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrijl  whom  thou 
hajl  fent  ?  And  is  it  not  the  dejign  of  the  Gofpel  being  preached, 
that  we  fhould  know  God  reconciled  to  us  through  the  Son  of  his 
Love ;  that  being  made  fenfihle  of  the  greafnefs  of  Ms  mercy^  ex^ 
tended  towards     us  thro*     Chrifi    J^fus^   in  ^thc  pardon    of  our 
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V5w/,  oui^  %eari5  may  ffoerflow  with  gratitude  to  Jo  gracmr  a 
GodP  and  th^n  Jhall  we  both  know  and  delight  in  him*  fVentvtr 
<an  delight  to  fkafe  God^  till  we  are  faved  from  the  guilt  and 
*  dominion  of  fn  ;  thlsy  and  this  onlyj  will  render  WlfdorrCs  wajsy 
iia  le  ways  of  pleajantnejs  to  us,  and  all  her  paths j  paths  of  peace. '] 
As  to  the  meafure  of  this  Love,  our  Mafter  hath  clearly  told 
^s,  <<  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart." 
Not  that  we  arc  to  love,  or  delight  in  none  but  him.  For  he 
hath  commanded  us  not  only  to  love  our  neighbour,  that  is,  all 
men^asourfclves;  to  defire  and  purfue  their  happinefs  as  fincerely 
and  fteadily  as  our  own:  But  alfo  to  love  many  of  his  creatures, 
in  the  ftridleft  fenfe ;  to  delight  in  the^m,  to  enjoy  them :  Only 
in  futh  a  manner  and  meafure  as  we  know  and  feel,  not  toin- 
difpdfc,  'but  to  prepare  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  him.  [Js  divine 
grace  communicated^  brings  the  mind  into  a  proper  Jtote  both  tt>^ 
wards  God  and  Man  ;  It  follows ^  thai  he  who  erqoys  this  heaven- 
ly ^tyeafurcy  wilt  put  all  created  good  Into  its  proper  place ;  inft 
that  I  place  in  which  God  hlmfelf  would  have  it  to  ftand  i  For  as 
by  *th€  light  J)f  truthy  we  fee  that  every  creature  of  God  is  good^ 
'land  nothing  .to  be  dejplfed ;  fo  we  fee  likewife,  the  different  dt^ 
agrees  of  good  which  each  of  ihef&  poffefsj  dnd  love  thefn  according- 
ly. Order  is  brought  out  of  cgnfufiin  by  the  power  .of  divine 
'Gr^e,  when  man  is  rejiored  to  the  favour  and  image  of  his  Ma- 
ker^ he  then  loves  every  creature  according  to  the  ttfiU  of  God. 
The  man  can  intucently  love,  and  delight  in  the  partner  ef  his 
ijife,  his  children,  iyis  friends  and  hi$  neighbours ;  yea,  and  est 
iiis  Iread  with  gladnefs  of  heart ;  ielng  €onfcwus  that  he  receiviP 
all  from  Gad,  Jo  ie  enjoys  God » in  allj  and  gives  iim  the  glirj 
/or  all.-] 

Thus  flicn  ^'c  are  called  to  love  God  with  all  oor  heart ;  [W 
^<*  ^kve  the  Creatures  as  they  come  from,  emd  lead  us  /&  hiiHjWhs 
is  the  fountain  of  all  ^oodnefs,  ] 

The  effeSs,  or  properties  of  this  Love,  the  apoftle  defcrib^s 
in  the  chapter  l)efore  us.  And  all  tfiefe  teing  infallible  marks, 
whereby  any  maft  may  judge  of  hlmfelf^  whether  he  hadi  this 
.  i-rovc  or  liath  it  i\6%,  they  defcrvc  our  deepeft  coiifideratioiu 

^*  Love  fufFcreth  lofig,"  or  is  long  fuiFo'ing.  If  thcMi  loveft 
thy  neighbour  for-Ood's  fake,  thou  wilt  bear  long  with  hi$  ifl- 
firmities.  Jf  he 'wants  wifdom,  tbc»a  witt  pfey,  and  not  defyife 
,|unu  If  he  be  in  error>  thou  wilt  wfildly  csndeavour  to  recover 
him,  without  any  ftiaipnefe  or  xeproadu  if  he  is  overtaken  in 
a  fault,  thou  wilt  labour  to  reftore  him  in  tbc  fpirit  of  meeknefs; 
and  if  haply  that  cannot  be  done  foon^  thou  wilt  iiave  patience 
with  him  4  if  God  pcradvcnturc  may  bring  him  at  ler^gtn  to  the 
Jcnowledgc  and  love  of  the  ttoth.  In  all  pbvocations,  either 
from  the  wcaknefe  or  malice  of  men,  tihou  wiUAcw  thyfelf  a 
pattern  of  gcntlcnefe  and  mcekneifs  ^  arid  be  ^Sbcy  «evcr  ib<«ften  rc- 
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p^ated^  witt  not  be  overcoi^e  pf  evil,  but  overcome  evil,  miff. 
good..  Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  ifain  words :  He  whq  » 
ROt  thus  kxig  fufFering)  bath  not  Love. 

Again:  Love  is  kind,  Wholbcvcr  feels  the  Love  of  G«l 
and  man  (hed  abroad  in  his  heart,  feels  an  ardent  and  unintem 
ruptedthirft  after  the  happinef&^of  all  his  fcUow-crearturcs.  Hit 
,  fcul  melts  away  with  the  very  fervent  defire,  which  he  hath  coit- 
tinually,  to  promote  it.  And  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  hearty 
his  mouth  fpcaketh.  In  his  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindnefs.  ThA 
fame  is  iippreft  upon  all  his  aftions.  The  flame  within  is  con* 
tinually  working  itfelf  a  way,  -and  fpreading  abroad  more  and 
more,  in  every  inftance  of  good-will  to  all  with  whom  he  hath 
to  do*  So  that  whether  he  thinks  or  fpeaks,  or  whatevei[  he 
4oes,  h  all  points  to  the  fame  ^nd.  The  advancing,  by  eycty 
poffibte  way*  the  happinefs  of  all  his  fellow-creatures.  Deceive 
not  therefore  your  own  fouls :  He  who  is  not  thus  kind,  haf^ 
nottfOve* 

Farther  x  "  Love  envieth  not."  This  indeed  is  implied^ 
when  it  is  faid,  <*  Lovo  is  kind.'*  For  kindnefs  and  envy  arc 
inconfiftent :  They  can  no  more  abide  together  than  light  ^n4 
darknefs.  If  we  eameftly  delirc  all  happinefs  to  all,  we  can^ 
nqr  be  grieved  at  the  happinefs  of  any.  The  fulfilling  of  our 
defire  will  be  fweet  to  our  foul ;  fo  far  (hall  we  be  froip  being 
pained  at  it.  If  we  are  always  doii>g  what  good  wc  can  to  our 
neighbour,  and  wdfliing  wc  ^could  do  more,  it  is  impoffible  th«r 
we  (hould  repine  s^t  any  good  he  receives  ;  indeed,  it  vlill  be  thf 
very  joy  of  our  heart.  However,  then,  we  may  flatter  ourfcjvej^' 
or  one  another,  he  that  envieth,  hath  not  Love. 

It  follows,  **  Love  vaunteth  not  itfelf;"  or  rather,  is^not 
rafli,  or  hafty,  in  judging  ;  for  this  is  indeed  the  true  meaning 
of  the  word.  As  many  as  love  their  neighbour,  for  God's  fak«> 
will  not  eafily  receive  an  ill  opinion  of  any  to  whom  they  Wi(h 
all  good,  fpirituai  as  well  as  temporal.  They  cannot  conclemn 
him  even  in  their  hearts  without  evidence  :  Nor  upon  flight  evi- 
dence neither.  Nor  indeed  upon  any,  without  hrft,  if  it  Im 
pofTible,  having  him  and  his  accufer  faqe  to  face  ;  or  at  the  leaft, 
acquainting  him  with  tlie  accufation,  an4  letting  him  fpeak  for 
himfclf.  Every  one  of  you  feels,  that  he  cannot  but  a^  thus, 
with  regard  to  one  whom  he  tenderly  loves.  Why  then  he  who 
does  not  a^  thus,  hath  not  Love 

I  only  mention  one  thing  more  of  the  efFcdls  or  properties' of -. 
this  Love.  "  Love  is  not  pufFecJ  up."  You  cannot  wrong  one 
you  love.  Therefore  if  you  love  God  with  all  yopr  heart,  you 
cannot  lb  wrong  him,  as  to  rob  him  of  hit  gloiy,  by  taking  to  your* 
ielf  what  is  chie.  to  him  only«  You  will  own  that  all  you  are^i 
and  all  you  have,  is  hisJ^^  That  without  him  you  can  do  nottnngf 
That  he  is  your  ligbdt  and  ys)ur  life,  yov^r  ftrcngth  and  ypur  a^  { 
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and' that  you  are  nothing,  yea,  lefs  than  nothing  before  him. 
And  if  you  •  love  your  neighbour  as  yourfelf,  you  will  not  be 
able  to  prefer  yourfelf  before  him.  Nay,  you  will  not  be  able 
to  defpife  any  one,  any  more  than  to  hate  him.  As  the  wax 
melteth  before  the  fire,  fo  doth  pride  melt  away  before  Love. 
Al!  haqghtincfs,  whether  of  heart,  fpeech,  or  behaviour,  vaniflics 
away  where  L6ve*prevails.  It  bringeth  down  the  high  looks  of 
bfm  who boafted  in  his  ftrength,  and  maketh  him  as  a  little  child; 
diffident  of  himfelf,  willing  to  hear,  ^lad  to  learn,  ctafily  con- 
vinced, eafily  perfuaded.  And  whbfoever  is  otherwifc  minded, 
let  him  give  up  all  vain  hope  :  He  is  puffed  up,  and  fo  hath  not 
Love. 

Thirdly.  It  remains  to  enquire,  in  what  ftnfe  it  can  be  faid, 
♦»  That  though  I  beftow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor ;  yea, 
though  I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  Lover,  it  pro- 
fiteth  me  nothing." 

The  .chief  fenfe  of  thif  words  is,  doubtlefs,  this :  that  what- 
foever  we  do,  and  whatfoever  we  fufFer,  if  we  aVe  not  renewed 
in  the  fpirit  of  our  mind,  by  the  Love  of  God  ihed^abroad  in 
our  hearts,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  given  unto  us,'  we  catnnot  enter 
into  Life  eternal.  [  fFe  are  not  made  meet  for  the  inheritance 
among  the  faints  in  light :  All  the  refl  frofiteth  hof  unto  Salva- 
tion^ it  cannot  make  us  fit  fubjeifs  /ir,  much  lefs  procure  us  a 
tl^(e  in  heaven,  ]  None  can  enter  there,  unlefs  in  virtue  of  the 
Covenant  which  God  hath  given  unto  man  in  the  Son  of  his 
Love.  [  And  the  condition  of  that  Covenant y  God  hath  ajfurei 
us  over  and  overy  in  the  ftrongefl  terms y  is  no  other  thany^  **  Be^ 
lieve  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  thou  Jhall  be  favedy^  with 
that  Faith  which  worketh  by  LovCy  and  therefore  purifieth  the 
i>eart.  Indeed  all  that  we  can  do  or  fuffer,  will  he  of  no  real 
service  to  usy  any  farther  than  it  becomes  a  means  of  promoting 
this'  one  thingy  the  renewing  of  our  foul  in  the  image  of  God,  in 
righteoufnefs  and  holinefs.  ] 

'  But  becaufe  general  truths  are  lefs  apt  to  affedl  us,'  let  us  ccm- 
i^dcr  one  or  two  particulars,  with  regard  to  which  all  we  can  Ao 
or  fujier,  if  we  have  not  Love,  profitetl^.us  nothing.  And  firft; 
all  without  this  profiteth  not,  fo  as  to  make  life  happy;  norfc- 
condjy,  fo  as  to  make  death  comfortable.  '  ' 

And  Firft.-  Without  Love,  nothing  Can,fo  profit  us,  as  to 
jfnake  our  lives  happy.  By  happincfs,  I  mean,  not  a  flight,  tri- 
fling pleafure,  that  perhaps  begins  and  ends  in  the  fame  hour : 
But  fuch  a  ftate  of  well-being,  as  contents  the  foul,  and  gives  it 
a  fteady,  lalling  fatisfafiion.  [  And  how  cm  that  man  he  happy 
who  knows  not  G^d  ?  Whojianding  upon  the  brink  of  eternity y  dots 
not  enjoy  a  fenfe  of  his  favour  f  Who  knotvs  not  but  his  fpirit  may 
$akeTtj  everlaf  ting  flight  the  next  moment y  and  has  not  the  peace  of 
Cod  In  his  confciesce^  or  the  Irue  of  G^d  in  his  heart  F]     But  dut 
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nothing  without  Love  can  profit  us,  as  tox>ur  prefent  happinefs, 
will  appear  from  this  fingle  confideration  :  You  cannot  want  it 
in  any  one  fingle  inftance  without  pain,,  and  the  more  you  depart 
from  it,  the  pain  is  the  greater.  Are  you  wanting  in  long-fuf- 
fcring  ?  Then  fo  far  as  you  fall  Ihort  of  this,  you  fall  fliort  of 
happincfs. ,  The  more  the  oppofite  tempers.  Anger,  Fretfulnefs, 
Revenge^  prevail,  the  more  unhappy  you  ?ire.  You  know  it ;  you 
feel  it :  Nor  can  the  ftorm  be  allayed^  or  peace  ever  return  to 
your  foul,  unlefs  Meeknefs, .  Gentlenefs,  Patience,  or,  in  one 
word,  Love  take  poflTeflion  of  it.  Does  any  man  find  in  himfeliF 
Ill-will,  Malice,  Envy,  or  any  other  temper  oppofite  to  Kind- 
nefs  ?  Then  is  mifery  there :  And  the  ftronger  the  temper,  the 
more  miferable  he  is.  If  the  ilothful  man  may  be  fajd  to  eat 
his  own  flefli,  much  more  the  malicious,  or  envious.  His  foul 
is  the  very  Type  of  Hell,  full  of  torment  as  well  as  wickednefs. 
He  hath  already  the  worm  that  never  dieth,  and  he  is  haftening 
to  the  fire  that  never  can  be  quenched.  Only  as  yet  the  great 
gulph  is  not  fixt  between  him  and  heaven.  As  yet  there  is  a 
Spirit  ready  to  help  his  infirmities;  who  is  ftill  willing,  if  he 
ftrctcheth  out  his  hands  to  heaven  and  bqwail  his  ignorance  and 
mifery,  to  purify  his  heart  from  vile  afFcflions,  and  to  renew  it 
in  the  Love  of  God,  and  fo  lead  him  by  prefent,  up  to  eternal 
happinefs. 

Secondly.  Without  Love,  nothing  can  make  Death  com- 
fortable. By  comfortable,  I  do  not  mean  ftupid,  qv  fenfelefs. 
I  would  not  fay,  he  died  comfortably,  who  died  of  an  apoplexy, 
or  by  the  fhot  of  a  cannon  ;  any  nfxore  than  he  w'ho  haying  his 
confcieoce  feared,  died  as  unconcerned  as  the  beafts  that  perifh. 
Neither  do  I  believe  that  you  would  envy  any  one  the  comfort  of 
dying  raving  mad.  But  by  a  comfortable  death,  I  mean,  a 
calm  paflfage  out  of  life,  full  of  even,  rational  peace  and  joy. 
And  fuch  a  death,  all  the  ading,  and  all  the  fuffering  in  the 
world,  cannot  give,  without  Love.  [  The  peace  of  God  in  the 
canfcience,  arijtng  from  a  clear  manifeftation  of  the  Love  of  God 
In  Chriji  Jeftis  to  the  Soul ;  a  full  afjurance  of  our  adoption  into 
the  family  of  Gody  and  of  our  right  and  title  to  eternal  Glory j  can 
alone  enable  any  one  to  look  death  in  the  face  with  comfort.  ] 

To  make  this  ftill  more  evident,  I  cannot  appeal  to  your  own 
experience  ;  but  I  may  to  what  we  have  fecn,  and  to  the  experi- 
ence of  others.  And  two '  I  have  myfelf  feen  going  out  of  this, 
life  in  what  I  call  a  comfortable  manner  ;  though  not  with  equai 
comfort.  One  had  evidently  more  comfort  than  the  other,  be- 
caufe  he  had  more  Love.  *  ' 

I  attended  the  firft,  '-during  a  great  f^art  of  his  laft  trial,  as 
well  as  when  he  yielded  up  ,his  foul  to  God.  He  cried  out, 
"  God  doth  chaften  me  with  ftrong  pain,  but  I  thank  him  for 
M  All  5    I  blefe  him  fcr  ^11  ;^  I  love  l^ifp  for  All ! "        When 

'  '•  '*  "  *  ■       '    afked. 
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aiked,  not  long  before  his  relcjtfe,  ^^  Are  the  cc«urDktiQ09  oi 
God  fmall  with,  you?"  He  replied  aloud,  "No,  no,  nol" 
Calling  all  that  were  near  him  by  their  names^  be  faid,  ** Think 
^  of  heaven,  talk  of  heaven :  All  the  time  is  loft  when- we  are 
*ot  thinking  of  heaven.'*  Now-  thi*  was  the  voice  of  Love, 
And  fo  far  as  that  prevailed,  all  was  eomibrt,  and  peace,  aod 
joy.  But  as  his  Love  was  not  perfe<5l,  h  neither  was  his  eom* 
fort-  He  had  intervals  of  frctfolaefs^  and  therein  of  raifcry* 
Giving  by  both  an  incontcftable  proof,  that  Love  can  fitcetctt 
%oth  life  and  death.  So  when  that  is  either  abfent  froBije  or  ob^* 
(cured  ir^  the  foul,  there  is  no  peace  oi  qorafort  there. 

It  was  in.  this  place,  I  faw  the  other  good  fcMicr  of  Jcfiil 
Chrift  graprling  with  his  hifi  enemy  —  E>cath.  And  it  was  in- 
deed a  fped^acle  worthy  to  be  fccn,  of  God,  and  Angels,  and 
Men.  Some  of  hi$  laft  breath  was  fpent  in  a  Pfalm  of  Praifc, 
to  him  who  was  then  giving  him  the  viftory  ;  in  affurance  where- 
of he  bc^an  the  triumph,  even  in  the  heat  of  the  battle.  When 
ie  was  aftcd,  «•  Haft  thou  the  Love  of  God  in  thy  heart  ?"  He 
lifted  Up  his  eyes  and  hands,  and  anfwercd,  **  Yes,  yes,"  with 
all  the  ftrcngth  he  had  left.  To  one  who  enquired  if  he  was 
afraid  6f  the  devil,  whom  he  had  juft  mentioned  as  making  his 
laft  attack  wpon  him,  he  replied,  "No,  no  :  My  loving  Saviour 
•<  hath  conquered  every  enemy :  He  is  with  me  ;  I  fear  n(v 
•<  thing/*  Soon  after  he  faid,  ♦'  The  way  to  my  loving  Saviour 
*<  is  (harp,  but  it  is  ihort."  Nor  was  it  long  before  he  fell  intd 
a  fort  of  (lumber,  wherein. his  Soul  fweetly  returned  to  God  that 
gave  it. 

Here,  we  may  obferve,  was  no  mixture  of  any  paffion  or  tem- 

Er  contrary  to  Love :  Therefore,  there  was  no  mifery  ;  perfefl 
)Ve  caftifig  out  whatever  might  have  occafioned  torment.  [  Tbe 
clear  views  this  gracious  man  was  favoured  with^  of  his  interefl 
in  Chrift  J  and  of  his  title  to  heaven^  raifed  him  above  all  difireSing 
feary  Jo  that  with  the  apojile^  he  might  have  faid.  Thanks  be  h 
God  who  giveth  mi  the  viSfory^  through  our  Lord  Jefus-  Chrif.  ] 
And  whofoever  thou  art,  that  hath  the  like  meafure  of  Love,  thy 
laft  end  fliall  be  like  his. 


A  Serious  ADDRESS 

to  THE  PREACHERS  op  the  GOSPEL  pr  CHRIST. 

[  Concluded  from  page  244.  ] 

A  folemn  enforctment  of  thefe  Exhortations  $n  the  Confcience. 

THE  things  which  we  have  fjpoken  hitherto  have  been  a  dis- 
play of  the  beft  methods  we  can  think  of  for  the  execution 
of  the  facied  office  of  the  miniftry :    And  fe  far  as  they  are  con- 
formable 
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formable  to  thu  wq*cl  of  God,  we  may  v^rtture  to  fey,  «hefc  ^c 
youtdutie&.  It  reariains  now  to  enquire  in  what  manner  fhall  %t 
enforce  diem  on  our  own  confcicnccs,  and  .on  yours  ?  WhAt  fo- 
Jcmn  obtcftations  fhall  wc  ufe  to  prefsthefc  momentdus  concerns 
on  all  our 'hearts? 

Firft,  Wc  exhort  and  charge  you,  by  the  Love  of  Go©  the 
Pather  manifcftcd  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  for  tl\e  recovery 
4>f  loft  mankind  to  the  favour  and  image  of  God,  that  you  preach 
this  gofpel  with  faithfulnefs^  and  be  inllant  in  the  facred  work. 
It  is  the  effeiS  <if  this  divine  love  tliat  we  publifh  to  finners; 
it  is  the  merciful  and  facred  Covenant  o£  Redemption  that  wc 
are  fent  to  proclaim  to  a  loft  world  :  This  is  the  Gofpel  whicji 
is  pat  into  xiur  hands  :  God  grant  we  may  fpeak  as  becomes  crea- 
tures entrufkd  with  meffages  of  fuch  a  heavenly  original,  with 
•affairs  of    fuch    divine  ^lemnity. 

Secondly,  We  txfaort  and  charge  you  to  fulfil  your  miniftry, 
ty  the  invaluable  treafure  of  this  Gofpel  which  is  put  into  your 
hands,  by  that  word  of  life  which  is  committed  tp  your  miniftra- 
tion.  Let  us  fpeak  with  fuch  a  fcrious  leal  as  becomes  the  ora- 
cles 0f  God  and  the  cmbaiS:?s  of  his  mercy,  with  fuch  compailiani 
to  dymg  fouls  as  is  manifefted  in  this  Gofpel  of iove,  with  fuch 
inward  fervour  and*  holy  folicitude  for  the  fuccefs  of  our  labours, 
that  if  it  were  poffible,  not  the  foul  of  one  finner  within  the 
reach  of  our  preaching,  might  mifs  of  this  pardoning  mercy  aad 
eternal  joy.  Oh  let  us  not  dare  to  trifle  with  God  or  men  2 
Ltt  us  not  be  cold  arid  lifelefs  in  pronouncing  the  words  of  ever- 
laftiag  lift,  npr  lazy  and  indolent  in  carrying  thefe  errands  of 
divine  love  to  a  loft  ahd  peri(hing  world. 

Thirdly^  Wig  charge  and  btfeech  you,  by  the  mercies  of  the 
living  GoD^  vrtiich  we  hope  both  you  and  we  have  tafted,  by  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  JefUs  Chrift,  which  we  hope  we  have  felt  and 
received,  that  you  and  we  proclaim  thefe  mercies  with  a  facred 
teal,  and  that  in  the  tianle  of  God  and  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  we 
offer  them  to  a  mifcrable  world  with  holy  import-unity. 

If  ever  we  have  kiiol^n  this  wondrous  compaflion  of  God  to 
ourfelves,  if  ever  wc  have  '*  ia/isd  that  the  L&rd  is  grachus^^ 
let  us. remember  the  relifti  we.  have  had  of  this  infinite  com- 
paflion and  condefccnding  .grace,  when  we  were  pcriftxing  under 
the  power  and  guilt  of  fin  ;  and  With  an  imitation  of  that  divine 
Pity,  let  us  intreat.  finners  to  be  favcd*  Let  us  remember  all 
the  alluring  charms,  the  heavenly  fwectnefs  of  forgiving,  fanc- 
tifying,  and  faviqg  Grace  ;  and  do  our  utmoft  to  fct  them  all  be- 
fore finners. 'in  the  moft  inviting  light,  that  we  may  win  finful 
men  iQ  accpp^.i^^ 'tiii^ Jaihc  felvati^ 

..  *^..      ...-.'.'.•...  /Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly,  We  exhort  and  chatge  you,  by  the  glorious  Name 
#f  our  bleiled  Jesus,  whole  (ervants  we  are,  whofe  name  we 
bear,  whofe  authd^ity  gives  us  commiffion,  and  who  hath  chofen 
us  to  be  the  minifters  of  his  grace,  the  meffcnger^  of  his  dying 
love  to  the  fohs  of  men  ;  we  charge  and  befeech  you  to  take,  care 
of  the  honour  of  his  N^mc  in  your  ;T\iniftrations,  for  we  are  fent 
forth  to  difplay  before  the  eyes  of  the  world  the  **  unfearchahle 
riches  of  Chrtjiy  We  are  intruded  to  fpread  abroad  the  honours  of 
his  Name  ;  O  let  us  labour  and  ftrivc  that  our  zeal  bear  feme 
proportion  to  the  dignity  of  our  truft,  and  let  us  take  heed  that 
we  do  nothing  unworthy  of  our  great  and  glorious  mafter  in  hea- 
ven, who  dwells  at  the  right-hand  of  God  ;  nothing  unworthy 
of  that  holy  and  illuftrious  Name,  in  which  we  are  fent  forth  xo 
preach  this  Gofpel,  and  to  enlarge  his  Kingdom.  He  has  fet  us 
upas  *^  Lights  upon  a  hilly'  in  this  finful  world,  this  benighted 
part  of  his  dominions ;  let  us  burn  and  fliine  to  his  honour.  He 
h^s  affumed  and  placed  us  as  Stars  in  his  right-hand,  let  us  fliine 
and  burn  glorioufly,  that  we  may  give  light  to  a  midnight  world. 
O  that  we  may  point  out  to  them  the  A&rw/n^-ftar,  that  we  may 
bring  them  under  the  beams  of  the  "  Rijing  Sun  of  Righteous- 
nefs^^'  and  guide  them  in  the  way  to  the  hills  of  paradife  and 
-cVerlafting  joyl 

Fifthly,  We  befeech  and  charge  you,  by'theineftiniable  value 
of  Ae  Blood  of  Chrift,  which  purchafed  this  falvation,  that  you 
difplay  this  illuftrious  and  coftly  purchafe  to  finful  perifhing  crea- 
tures^ this  precious  blood,  which  is  fufficient  to  redeem  a  world 
from  death,  and  which  is  the  price  of  all  our  infinite  and  ever- 
iafting  bleffings,  demands  that  we  publifh  and  offer  them  in  his 
Name,  with  holy  zeal  and  folicitude,  to  finful  men.  Oh  may 
our  hearts  and  our  lips  join  to  proclaim  this  Redemption,  this 
Salvation,  thefc  everlafting  bleflfings,  with  fuch  a  devout  and  fa- 

'  cped  pafllon  as  becomes  the  divine  price  that  was  paid  forthem.  l^^l 
us  not  be  found  trifiers  with  the  Blood  of  Chrift,  nor  let  us  bring 
cold  hearts  and  dead  aflFeftions,  when  we  conie  to  fet  before  fin- 
Jiers  the  rich  and  lAeftimable  ftream  of  precious  blood  that  flowed 
fponi  the  heart  of  the  Son  of  God.  Let  periftiing  creatures  know 

,  that  it  coft  the  Prince  of  Glory  fuch  a  dreadful  price  as  this  to 
redeem  them  from  eternal  raifcry  \  and  at  the  fame  time,  let  our 
own  fpirits  feel  the  powerful  workings  of  gratitude  to  the  divine 
friend  that  bled  and  died  for  us,  and  let  our  language  make  it 
appear  that  we  feel  what  we  fpeak. 

Sixthly,  We  Intreat  you  with  all  tendernefs,  and  wiih  holy 
folemnity  and  fear,  by  the  invaluable  wprth  of  perifliing  fouls, 
that  you  fulfil  all  your  miniftry  with  a  concern  of  heart  equal  to 
fo  important  a  cafe.  How  can  you  dare  to  fpeak  with  lifelcfs 
lips,  with  cold  language,  or  a  carelefs  air,  when  you  are  fent  to 
recover  immortal  fouls  from  the  brink  of  eveilafting  death  ?  .Oh 

let 
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let  it  never  be  faid,  that  fuc^  or  fuch  a  foul  was  loft  for  ever 
thro*  your  coldnefs,  thro'  your  finful  floth  in  publifliing  the 
offers  of  recovering  grace.  How  tremendous  and  painful  will 
fuch  a  thought  be  to  your  hearts  !  How  dreadful  the  anguifli  gf 
it  to  the  awakened  confcicnce  of  a  drowfy  preacher ! 

Seventhly,  We  chargeyou  folemnly,  bythe  dignity  ofthatofficc 
with  which  you  have  been  inverted,  that  you  do  nothing  unbe- 
coming this  honourable  charadter.  Does  Jefus  the  'divine  Shep- 
herd appoint  us  Under-Shepherds  of  his  flock  ?  are  we  conftituted 
(lewards  in  his  houfe,  to  difpenfe  the  myfteries  of  his  grace,  an4 
the  good  things  of  his  gofpel  ?  Are  we  the  mejjengtrs  of  our 
rifen  Lord  to  a  dying  world  ?  Are  we  the  minijiers  of  our  exalt- 
ed Saviour  in  his  kingdom  here  below  ?  Arc  we  Jiars  in  bis  right 
hdndf  the  earthly  angels  of  his  churches  ?  Oh  let  us  take  heed 
that  we  do  nothing  to  difgrace  the  titles  of  dignity  and  honour 
which  he  has  put  upon  us  in  his  word :  let  us  remember  that 
every  dignity  brings  an  equal  duty  with  it ;  and  by  fulfilling,  the 
various  and  difficult  duties  of  our  holy  ftation,  let  us  make  ^t 
appear  that  our  office  was  not  conferred  upon  us  in  vain. 

It  behoves  us  well  to  remember  that  a  blemi(h^upon  the  name 
of  a  miniftcr,  ariiing  from  his  own  criminal  conduiSl,  brir^gs  a 
foul  and  lafting  fcandal  upon  the  office  itfclf,  and  upon  the  gof- 
pel of  our  glorified  Lord,  in  whofe  name  we  a6l :  And  he  will 
not  fail  to  refent  it. 

Eighthly,  We  exhort  and  charge  you  therefore,  that  you 
fi^ver  fuffer  yourfelf  to  forget  or  difregard  your  holy  and  power- 
ful engagements ;  that  you  be  awake  at  all  times  to  fulfil  your 
work,  and  that  you  never  indulge  low  and  trifling  thoughts  of 
what  has  formerly  appeared  to  you,  and  what  this  day  appears  to 
you  of  fuch  awful  importance. «  Oh  let  us  ^ver  remember  and 
J^y  to  heart  the  ferious  and  important  tranfadlLons  of  that  day 
wherein  we  gave  up  ourfelves  to  Chrift,  in  the  facred  fcrvice  of 
Ws  church.  Let  us  often  review  the  vows  of  thefe  remarkable 
fcafons  of  our  life,  and  renew  and  confirm  them  before  the  Lord* 

Ninthly,  We  charge  you,  by  the  decaying  intcreft  of  religion, 
in  the  nation,  and  the  withering  flate  of  Chriftianity  at  this  day, 
^t  you  do  not  increafe  t)iis  general  and  lamentable  decay,  this 
growing  and  dreadful  apoftacy,  by  your  flothful  and  carelefs  ma- 
l^^igcment  of  the  truft  which  is  committed  to  you.  It  is  a  divine 
»ntereft  indeed,  but  declining ;  it  is  a  he?ivenly  caufe,  but  it  is 
finking  and  dying.  Oh  let  us  ftir  up  our  hearts,  and  all  that  is 
within  us,  and  ftrive  mightily  in  prayer  and  in  preaching  to  le- 
^'ive  the  work  of  God,  and  beg  eameftly  that  God,  by  a  frcfli 
and  abundant  eflFufion  of  his  own  fpirit,  would  revive  his  work 
among  us,  .  <<  Revive  thy  own  work,  O  Lord,  in  the  midft  of 
thefe  years"  of  fin  and  degeneracy,    nor  let  us  labour  in  vain  ! 

Vol.  XX.  Auguft  1797.  "  Where 
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«*  Where  is  thy  zeal,  O  Lord,  and  thy  ftrcngth,  the  founding, 
of  thy  bowels  and  thy  mercies  ?  Are  they  retrained  ? '.'  O  let 
us  roufe.our  fouls  with  all  holy  fervour  to  fulfil  our  miniftry,  for 
it  will  be  a  dreadful  reproach  upon  us,  and  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
us  to  bear,  if  we  let  the  caufe  of  Chrift  and  godlhiefs  die  under 
•our  hands  for  want  of  a  lively  xeal,  and  pioiis  fervour  and  faith 
fiilnefs  in  our  mi  nitrations. 

Tenthly,  We  entreat,  we  exhort  and  charge  you,  by  the  fo- 
lemn  and  awful  circumftances  of  a  dying-bed,  and  the  thoughts 
of  confcience  in  that  important  hour,  when  we  (hall  enter  into 
the  world  of  fpirits,  that  you  take  heed  to  the  miniftry  which  you 
'have  received  :  furely  that  hour  is  haftening  upon  us,  when  our 
heads-  will  lie  on  a  dying  pillow.  When  a  few  more  mornings 
and  evenings  have  vifited  our  windows,  the  (hadows  of  a  long 
night  will  begin  to  fpread  themfelves  over  us  :  In  that  gloomy 
hour  confcietice  will  review  the  behaviour  of  the  days  that  are 
'paft,  will  take  account  of  the  condudt  of  our  whole  lives,  and 
^will  particularly  examine  our  labours  and  cares  in  our  facred 
office.  Oh  may  we  ever  dread  the  thoughts  of  making  bitter 
■work  for  repentance  in  that  hour,  and  of  treafuring  up  terrors 
.for  a  death-bed,  by  a  carelefs  and  ufelefs  miniftry. 

Eleventhly,    We  exhort  and  charge  you,  by  our  gathering  to- 

'gether  before  the  throne  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  fo- 

lemn  account  you  muft  there  give  of  the  miniftry  with  which  he 

.hath  entrufted  yoij,    that  you  prepare,  by  your  prefcnt  zeal  and 

labour,  to  render  that  moft  awful  fccne  peaceful  to  yourfcj^ 

and  the  iffne  of-  it  joyful  and  happy.     Let  us  look  forward  to 

that  illu  'rious  and  tremendous  appearance,  when  our  Lord  fhall 

come  with  ten  thoufands  of  his  holy  angels,  to  enquire  into  the 

J  condud  of  men,  ,and  particularly  of  the  minifters  of  his  kingdom 

'  here  on  earth.     Let  us  remember  that  we  ftiall  be  examined  in 

the  light  of  the  flames  of  that  day,    ff^hat  we  have  done  with  his 

'  Go/pel  which  be  gave  us  to  preach  ?     fVhat  we  have  done  with  his 

.  Promifes  of  rich  falvation  which  he  font  us  to  offer  in  his  Nanie  ? 

^  Wloat  is  become  of  the  fouls  committed  to  our  care  ?     Oh  that  we 

'  ^^y  give  up  our  account  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief,  to  the 

Judge  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  in  that  glorious,  that  dreadful, 

and  decJlive  hour. 

Twelfthly,  We  charge  and  warn  you,  by  all  the  terrors 
written  in  this  divine  book, .  and  by  all  the  indignation  and  ven- 
geance of  God,  which  we  are  font  to  difplay,  before  a  finful 
world,  by  all  die  torments  and  agonies  of  hell,  which  we  are 
commiflioned  to  denounce  againft  impenitent  finners,  in  order  to 
perfuade  men  to  turn  to  God  and  receive  and  obey  the  Gofpel, 
•  that  you  take  heed  to  your  miniftry  that  you  fulfil -it.  This  ven- 
geance and  thefe  terrors  will  fall  upon  your  foul,  and  that  with 
intolerable  weight,  with  double  and  immortal  anguifli,  if  P'^ 
«  have 
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have  trifled  with  thefe  terrible  folemnities,  s^nd  made  ho  ufe  of 
thefe  awful  fcenes  to  awaken  men  to  lay  hold  on  ihe  offered 
grace  of  the  gofpel.  <<  Knowing  therefore  the  terrors  of  the 
Lord,  let  us  perfuade  men;  for  we  muft  all  ftand  before  the 
judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  to  receive  according  to  our  works," 
2  Cor.  V.   10,  II.  ^ 

In  the  laft  place,  We  intreat,  "we  exhort  and  charge  you,  by, 
all  the  joys  of  paradife,  and  the  bleffings  of  an  eternal  heaven, 
which  are  our  hope  and  fupport  under  all  our  labours,  and  which 
in  the  Name  of  Chrift  we  offer  to  finful  perifhing  men,  and  in- 
vite them  to  partake  thereof :  Can  we  fpeak  of  fuch  joys  and 
glories  with  a  fleepy  heart  and  indolent  language  ?  Can  we  in- 
vite finners  who  are  running  headlong  into  hell,  to  return  and 
partake  of  thefe  felicities,  and  not  be  excited  to  the  warmeiJ 
forms  of  Addrefs,  and  the  moft  lively  and  engaging  methods  of 
perfuafion  ?  What  fcenes  of  brightnefs  and  delight  can  animate 
the  lips  and  language  of  an  Orator,  if  the  glories^d  the  joys 
of  the  Chriftian  heaven  and  our  immortal  hopes  cannot  do  it  ? 
We  charge  and  intreat  you  therefore,  by  the  (hining  recompences 
which  are  promifed  to  faithful  minifters,  that  you  keep  this  glory 
ever  in  view,  and  awaken  your  dying  xeal  in  your  facred  work, 
0  let  us  look  up  continually  to  this  immortal  crown.  Let  us 
fliake  off  our  fluggiftinefs,  and  roufe  all  our  adlive  powers  at  the 
profpeft  of  this  felicity.  Let  lis  labour  and  ftrive  with  till  our 
might,  that  we  may  become  poffeffors  of  this  bright  reward. 

Before  we  conclude  this  exhortation,  let  us  try  to  enforce  it 
ftill  with  more  power,  by  confidering  in  whofe  prefence  are  thefe' 
folemnities  tranfadted,  and  thefe  charges  given. 

We  exhort  and  charge  you,  in  the  prefence  of  the  holy  and 
cleft  angels,  who  are  continually  waiting  in  their  miniftry  on  the 
faints  in  the  church,,  and  viewing  with  delight  the  mini ftration 
of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  their  Lord  and  ours,  as  it  is  managed 
by  the  hands  of  men.  They  fee,  they  hear,  and  they  will  bear 
record  againft  you  ;  a  dreadful  record  of  broken  vo^s  and  faith- 
lefs  promifes,  if  you  are  found  carelefs  aftd  unfaithful.  We 
tnift  your  heart  is  right  with  God,  -and  that  you  will  be  found 
•  faithful  in  that  day,  and  that  men  and  angels  will  be  witneffes 
of  your  zeaLand  your  labours  in  the  facred  work. 

We  charge  you  then,  finally,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  the 
great  God,  the  All-knowing  and  Almighty,  the  univerfal  Go- 
vernor and  Judge,  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  whoni  h 
hath  committed  all  judgment,  who  hath  eyes  as  a  flame  of  fire  to 
fee  through  bur  hearts  and  fouls  ;  we  charge  you,,, and  ourfelves, 
under  the  all.-feeing  eye  of  the  great  God  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
^^r  Lord,  that  with  holy  care  and  diligence,  both  wc  and  you, 
fiilfil  the  Vfox^  of  our  miniftry  with  which  Chrift  hath  intruftcd 
^^>  that  we  may  approve  ourfelves  to  him  in  zeal,  and  faithful- 

3  F  2  nefe. 
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nefs,  and  lov^e  ;  in  zeal  for  his  honftur  and  his  gofpel ;  iri  faltfc^ 
/ulnefs  to  our  facred  commiffion,  and  in  love  and  pity  to  the  fouU 
of  men. 

tf  finners  will  continue  obftinate  and  impeniterit^  after  alt 
our  pious  cares,  labours  and  prayers,  their  blood  will  not  lie  at 
our  door ;  our  work  Is  left  with  the  Lord,  and  our  judgment  and  re* 
t^ard  with  our  God^  Ifa.  xHx.  4.  But  if  it  be  poffible,  We 
(hould  with  the  utmoft  earneftnefs  and  compaflion  felze  the  fouls 
Df  fmncrs  who  are  on  the  very  borders  of  hell,  we  (hould  pluck 
them  like  brands  out  of  the  fire^  and  fave  them  fr<jm  burning, 
Judc  23. 

O  may  the  Spirit  of  the  blefled  God  favour  us  with  his  divine 
aids,  that  we  may  bring  home  many  wanderers  to  the  fold  of 
Christ,  the  great  ihephcrd,  that  we  may  refdile  rhany  fouls 
from  death,  who  may  be  ^^  our  joy^  and  crown ^  and  glory,  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus !  May  this  be  your  happlnefs,  may 
this  be  our#!  May  this  be  the  happinefs  of  every  one  pf  Us  \^ho 
niinifter  in  holy  things,  thro*  the  abounding  grace  of  Chrift,  and 
tlie  influences  of  his  Spirit :  And  may  it  be  the  happinefs  of  all 
tvho  in  different  places  attend  our  conftant  holy  miniftratlons,  io 
ftand  and  appear  with  us  before  the  judgmertt-feat  of  Chrift  With 
mutual  delight  and  joy :  and  may  each  of  us  who  preach  and 
hear,  jreceive  our  proper  portion  of  the  ev^rlaftirig  re<?ompence 
and  glory,  which  (hall  be  affigned  to  thofe  who  are  faithful,  by 
Jesus  our  Saviour  and  our  Judge,  to  whom  be  dominion  andptaifi 
for  ever  and  ever*     Amen* 


LETTER      VIII. 
From  the  Bishop  ot  LANDAPF  to  THOMAS  PAIME* 

[     Continued  from  page  334-     ] 

THE  "  tale  of  Ae  refurreaion,*'  you  fay,  "  follows  that 
of  the  crucifixion/'  -*-  You  have  accuftomed  me  fo  much 
to  tills  kind  of  language,  that  when  1  find  you  fpeaking  of  d  tale,^ 
I  have  no  doubt  .of  meeting  "with  a  truth.  From  the  apparent 
difagreement  in  the  accounts,  which  the  evangelifts  have  givert 
of  fome  circumftances  refpe^ting  the  refurredtion,  you  remark— 
"  If  the  writers  of  thefe  books  had  gone  into  any  court  of  jufticc 
to  prove  an  alibiy  (for  it  is  of  the  nature  of  an  alibi  that  is  here 
attempted  to  be  proved,  namely,  the  abfence  of  a  dead' body  by 
Supernatural  means,}  and  had  given  their  evidence  in  the  fame 
contradiftory  manner,  as  it  is  here  given  ^  they  would  have  been 
in  danger  of  having  their  cars.xrropt  for  perjury,  and  would  have 
juftly  defcrvcd  it*'  — -  "  hard  words,  or  hanging,"  it  feems^  if 

you 
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^ou  had  been  their  judge  Now  I  maintain  that  it  is  the  bre- 
vity  with  which  the  account  of  the  refurreiftion  is  given  by  all 
the  cvangelift^j  which  has  occafioned  the  feeming  ccinfiifiort ;  and 
that  this  confufion  would  have  been  cleared  up  at  onccj  if  the 
witneffes  of  the  refurredlion  had  been  examined  before  any  judi- 
cature. As  we  cannot  have  this  viva  voce  examination  of  all  the 
Witneffes^  let  us  call  up  and  queftion  the  evangelifts  as  witneffes 
to  a  fupernaturai  alibi.  —  Did  you  find  the  fepulchre  of  Jefus 
empty?  One  of  us  actually  faw  it  empty,  and  the  reft  heard 
from  eye-iwitheffesj  that  it  was  empty.  —  Did  you,  or  any  of 
the  followers  of  Jefus,  take  away  the  dead  body  from  the  fepuU 
chre?  All  anfwer>  No.  — ►Did  the  foldiers,  or  the  jews,  take 
iway  the  body  ?  No.  — ^  How  are  you  certain  of  that  ?  Be- 
caufe  we  law  the  body  when  it  was  dead,  and  we  faw  it  after- 
wards when  it  was  alive.  —  How  do  you  know  that  what  you 
faw  was  the  body  of  Jefus  ?  We  had  been  long  and  intimately 
jacquainted  with  Jefus,  and  knew  his  perfon  perfeftly.  —  Were 
you  not  affrighted,  and  miftook  a  fpirit  for  a  body ?  No:  the 
body  had  flefh  and  bones  ;  we  are  fure  that  it  was  the  very  body 
Mrhich  hung  upon  the  crofs,  for  we  faw  the  wound  in  the  fide, 
sindthe  print  of  the  nails  in  the  hands  and  feet. — And  all  this  you 
are  ready  to  fwear?  We  are;  and  we  are  ready  to  die  alft), 
fooner  than  we  will  deny  any  part  of  it.  —  This  is  the  teftimony 
Vhich  all  the  evangelifts  would  give,  in  whatever  court  of  juftice 
they  Were  examined ;  and  this,  I  apprehend,  would  fufl[iciently 
tftablifti  the  alibi  of  the  dead  body  from  the  fepulcjire  by  fuper- 
naturai means. 

But  as  the  refurrcflion  of  Jefus  is  a  point  which  you  attack 
With  all  your  force,  I  will  examine  minutely  the  principal  of 
your  objciftions;  I  do  not  think  them  defcrving  of  this  notice,* 
but  they  (hall  have  it.  The  book  of  Matthew,  you  fay,  "  ftates 
that  when  Chrift  was  put  in  the  fepulchre,  the  jews  applied  to 
Pilate  for  a  watch  or  a  guard  to  be  placed  over  the  fepulchrfc,  to 
prevent  the  body  being  ftolen  by  the  difciples.*'  —  I  admit  this 
account,  but  it  is  not  the  whole  of  the  account :  you  have  omit- 
ted the  reafon  for  the  requeft  which  the  chief  pricfts  made  to  Pi- 
late —  "  Sir,  we  remember  that  that  deceiver  faid,  while  he  was 
ye^  alive.  After  three  days  I  will  rife  again."  —  It  is  material 
to  remark  this  :'  for  at  the  very  time  that  Jefus  prcdidted  his  re- 
furrcftion,  he  predi<Sed  glfo  his  crucifixion,  and  all  tliat  he  ftiould 
luffcr  from  the  malice  of  thofc  very  men  who  now  applied  to  Pi- 
late for  a  guard.  —  **  He  (hewed  to  his  difciples,  how  that  he 
n\uft  go  unto  Jerufalem,  and  fuffer  many  things  of  the  elders, 
and  chief  pricfts,  and  fcribes,  and  be  killed,  and  be  railed  again 
the  third  day."  (Matt.  xvi.  21.)  Thefe  men  knew  full  well 
that  the  firft  part  of  this  predidtion  had  been  accurately  fulfilled 
tliJrough  tUeir  malignity ;  and,  inftcad  of  repenting  of  What  they 
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had  done,  they  were  fo  infatuated  as  to  fuppofe,  that  by  a  guard 
of  foldiers  they  could  prevent  the  completion  of  the  fecond.-*- 
The  other  books,  you  obferve,  **  fay  nothing  about  this  appli- 
cation, nor  about  the  fealing  of  the  ftone,  nor  the  guard,  nor 
the  watch,  and  according  to  thefe  accounts  they  were  not."— This, 
fir,  I  deny.  The  other  books  do  not  fay  that  there  were  none 
of  thefe  things  ;  how  often  muft  I  repeat,  that  omiffions  are  not 
contradiiSlions,  nor  filence  concerning  a  fadt  a  denial  of  it? 

You  go  on  —  "  The  book  of  Matthew  continues  it's  account, 
that  at  the  end  of  the  fabbath*,  as  it  began  to  dawn^  towards  the 
firft  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary 
to  fee  the  fepulchre.  Mark  fays  it  was  fun-rifing,  and  John 
fays  it  was  dark.  Luke  fays  it  was  Mary  Magdalene,  and  Joan; 
na,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  ya?nesj  and  other  women y  that  came 
to  the  fepulchre ;  and  John  fays  that  Mary  Magdalene  came 
alone.  So  well  do  they  agree  about  their  firft  evidence !  they 
all  appear,  however,  to  have  known  moft  about  Mary  Magda- 
lene ;  fhe  was  a  woman  of  a  large  acquaintance,  and  it  was  not 
an  ill  conjefture  that  {he  might  be  upon  the  ftroll."  —  This  is  a 
long  paragraph  ;  I  will  anfwer  it  diftinftly:  —  firft,  there  is  no 
difagrcemcpt  of  evidence  with  refpecSl  to  the  time  when  the  wo- 
men went  to  the  fepulchre  :  all  the  evangelifts  agree  as  to  the 
day  on  which  they  went ;  and,  as'  to  the  time  of  the  day,  it  was 
early  in  the  morning ;  what  court  of  juftice  in  the  world  would 
fet  afide  this  evidence,  as  infufiicient  to  fubftantiate  the  fadl  of 
■the  women's  having  gone  to  the  fepulchre,  becaufc  the  witneffcs 
differed  as  to  the  degree  of  twilight  which  lighted  them  on  their 
way  ?  Secondly,  there  is  no  difagreement  of  evidence  with  ref- 
pe6l  to  the  perfons  who  went  to  the  fepulchre.  Jolm  ftatcs  that 
.  Mary  Magdalene  went  to  the  fepulchre  ;  but  he  does  not  ftate, 
as  you  make  him  JiatCy  that  Mary  Magdalene  went  alone;  flie 
might,  for  any  thing  you  have  proved,  or  can  prove  to  the  con- 
trary, have  been  accompanied  by  all  the  women  mentioned  by 
Luke :  —  is  it  an  unufual  thing  to  diftinguifti  by  name  a  princi- 
pal perfon  going  on  a  vifit,  or  an  embalfy,  without  mentioning 
his 'fubordinate  attendants?  Thirdly,  in  oppofition  to  your  in- 
finuation  that  Mary  Magdalene  was  a  common  woman,^  I  wiifl 
it  to  be  confidered,  whether  there  is  any  fcriptural  authority  for 
that  imputation  ;  and  whether  there  be  or  not,  I  muft  contend, 
that  a  repentant  and  reformed  woman  ought  not  to  be  efteemed 
an  improper  w^itnefe  of  a  fa6l.  The  conjefture,  which  you  adopt 
; concerning  her,  is  nothing  lefs  than  an  illiberal,  indecent,  un- 
founded calumny  not  excufablc  in  the  mouth  of  a  libertine,  and 
intolerable  in  your's. 

The  book  of  Matthew^,  you  obferve,  goes  on  to  fay — "And 
behold,  there  was  an  earthquake,  for  the  angel  of  the  Lord  de- 
fcended  from  heaven,  and  came  and  rolled  back  the  ftone  from 
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the  door,  and  fat  upon  it :  —  but  the  other  books  fay  nothing 
about  any  earthquake,"  —  what  then?  does  their  filence  prove 
that  there  was  none  ?  — ^  ^<  nor  about  the  angel  rolling  back  the 
ftone  and  fitting  upon  it ;  "  —  what  then  ?  does  their  filence 
prove  that  the  ftone  was  not  rolled  back  by  an  angel,  and  that 
he  did  not  fit  upon  it  ?  —  and  according  to  their  accounts  there 
was  no  angel  fitting  there.'*  This  condufion  I  muft  deny;  their 
accounts  do  not  fay  there  was  no  angel  fitting  there,  at  the  time 
that  Matthew  fays  he  fat  upon  the  ftone.  They  do  not  deny  the 
fa£t,  they  fimply  omit  the  mention  of  it ;  arid  they  all  take  no- 
tice that  the  women,  when  they  arrived  at  the  fepulchre,  found 
the  ftone  rolled  away:  hence  it  is  evident  that  the  ftone  was  rolled 
away  before  the  women  arrived  at  the  fepulchre:  and  the  other 
evangelifts,  giving  an  account  of  what  happened  to  the  women 
when  they  reached  the  fepulchre,  have  merely  omitted  giving  an 
account  of  a  tranfadtion  previous  to  their  arrival.  Where  is  tt^ 
contradi£lion  ?  What  fpace  of  time  intervened  between  the 
rolling  away  the  ftone,  and'the  arrival  ctf  the  women  at  the  fe- 
pulchre, is  no  where  mentioned ;  but  it  certainly  was  long  enough 
for  the  angel  to  have  changed  his  pofition  ;  from  fitting  on  the 
outfide  he  might  have  entered  into  the  fepulqhre ;  and  another  an- 
gel might  have  made  his  appearance ;  or,  from  the  firft,  there 
might  have  been  two,  one  on  the  outfide  rolling  away  th*  ftone,' and 
the  other  within.  Luke,  you  tell  us,  **  fays  there  were  two,  and 
they  were  both  ftanding ;  and  John  fays  there  were  two,  and  both 
fitting." — It  is  impolfible,  I  grant,  even  for  an  angel  to  be- 
fitting and  ftanding  at  the  fame  inftant  of  time ;  but  Lulce  and 
John  do  not  fpeak  of  the  fame  inftant,  nor  of  the  fame  appear- 
ance —  Luke  fpeaks  of  the  appearance  to  all  the  women  ;  and 
John  of  the  appearance  to  Mary  Magdalene  alone,  who  tarried 
weeping  at  the  fepulchre  after  Peter  and  John  had  left  it.  But 
I  forbear  making  any  more  minute  remarks  on  ftill  minuter  ob- 
jcclions,  all  of  which  are  grounded  on  this  miftakc  —  that  the 
angels  were  feen  at  one  particular  time,  in  one  particular  place, 
and  by  the  fame  individuals. 

As  to  your  inference,  from  Matthe^v's  ufing  the  .expreflion  unf§ 
this  dayy  **  that  the  book  muft  have  been  manufadtured  after  a 
lapfe  of  f6me  generations  at  leaft,"  it  cannot  be  admitted  againft 
the  pofitive  teftimony  of  'all  antiquity.  That  the  ftpry  about 
ftealing  away  the  body  was  a  bungling  ftory,  I  readily  admit  ; 
but  the  chief  priefts  are  anfwerable  for  it ;  it  is  not  worthy  either 
your  notice,  or  mine,  except  as  it  is  a  ftrong  inftance  to  you,  to 
wie,  and  to  every  body,  how  far  prejudice  may  miflead  the  un- 
derftanding. 

You  come  to  that, part  of  the  evidence  in  thofe  books  that  rc- 
6pc£ts,'you  fiiy,  '<  the  protended  appearances  of  Chrift  after  his 
pretended  refurrcftion ;  the  writer  of  the  book  of  Matthew"  re- 
lics, that  the  angel  that  was  fitting  on  the  ftone  at  the  mouth  of 
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the  fqwilchre,  faid  to  the  two  Marys,  (chap,  xxviii.  7.)  "  Be-, 
hold,  Chrift  is  gone  before  you  into  Galilee,  there  fliall  you  fee 
him."  The  gofpcl,  fir,  was  preached  to  poor  and  illiterate  men; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  priefts  to  preach  it  to  them  m  all  it's  purity; 
to  guard  them  againft  the  errors  of  miftaken,  or  the  defigns  of 
wicked  men.  You  then,  who  can  read  your  Bible,  turn  to  this 
paffagc,  and  you  will  find  that  the  angel  did  not  fay,  **  Behold, 
Chrift*  is  gone  before  you  into  Galilee,"  —  but,  **  Behold,  he 
goeth  before  you  into  Galilee."  I  know  not  what  Bible  you 
made  ufe  of  in  this  quotation,  none  that  I  have  feen  render  the 
Original  word  by — he  is  gone:  — :  it  might  be  properly  rendered, 
he  will  ga ;  and  it  is  literally  rendered,  he  is  going.  This  phrafe 
does  not  imply  an  immediate  fetting  out  for  Galilee :  when  a 
man  has  fixed  upon  a  long  journey  to  London  or  Bath,  it  is 
common  enough  to  fay,  he  is  going  to  London  or  Bath,  though 
the  time  of  his  going  may  be  at  fome  diftance.  Even  your  dafti- 
ing  Matthew  could  not  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  blunder  as  to  make 
the  angel  fay  he  is  gone\  for  he  tells  us  immediately  afterwards, 
that,  as  the  women  were  departing  from  the  fepulchre  to  tell  his 
difciples  what  the  angels  had  faid  to  them,  Jefus  himfelf  met 
them.  Now  how  Jefus  could  be  gone  into  Galilee,  and  yet 
meet  the  women  at  Jerufalem,  I  leave  you  to  explain,  for  the 
blunder  is»  not  chargeable  upon  Matthew.  I  excufe  your  intro- 
ducing the  cxpreffion —  **  then  the  eleven  difciples  went  away 
into  Galilee,"  for  the  quotation  i&. rightly  made;  but  had  you 
turned  to  the  Greek  Teftamcnt,  you  would  not  have  found  in 
this  place  any  word  anfwering  to  then;  the  pafTage  is  better  tran- 
ilated  —  and  the  eleven.  Chrift  had  faid  to  his  difciples,  (Matt. 
xxvi.  32.)  **  After  I  am  rifen  again,  I  wili  go  before  you  into 
Galilee:"  — ^nd  the  angel  put  the  women  in  mind  of  the  very 
cxprefllon  and  prediflion  —  He  is  rifen^  as  he  faid;  and  behold^ 
he  goeth  before  you  into  Galilee.  Matthew,  intent  upon  the  ap- 
pearance in  Galilee,-  of  which  there  were,  probably,  at  the  time 
vhc  Tvrote,  many  living  wimeffes  in  Judea,  omits  the  mention  of 
many  appearances  taken  notice  of  by  John,  and,  by  this  omiflion, 
feems  to  conneft  the  day  of  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus,  with  that 
of  the  departure  of  the  difciples  for  Galilee.  You  feem  to  think 
this  a  great  difiiculty,  and  incapable  of  folution  *,  for  you  fay  — 
*<  It  is  not  poffible,  unlefs  we  admit  thefe  difciples  the  right  of 
w  ilful  lying,  that  the  writers  of  thefe  books  could  be  any  of  the 
eleven  perfons  called  difciples ;  for  if,  according  to  Matthew, 
the  eleven  went  into  Galilee  to  meet  Jefus  in  a  mountain,  by 
his  own  appointment,  on  the  fame  day  that  he  is  faid  to  have 
rifen,  Luke  and  John  muft  have  been  two  of  that  elevea ;  yet 
^r  of  Luke  fays  exprefsly,  and  John  implies  as  much, 
leeting  was  that  fame  day  in  a  houfe  at  Jerufalem :  and 
her  hand,  if,  according  to  Luke  and  John,  the  eleven 
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were  affembled  in  a  houfe  at  Jcrufalcm,  Matthew  muft  have 
been  one  of  that  eleven ;  yet  Matth^ew  fays,  the  meeting  was  in 
a  mountain  in  Galilee  ;  and  confequently  the  evidence  given  in 
thofe  book$  deftroy  each  other."  When  I  was  a  young  man  ijS 
the  univerlity,  I  was  pretty  much  accuftomed  to  drawing  of  con- 
fequcnces ;  but  my  Alma  Mater  did  not  fuffer  me  to  draw  cori- 
fequences  after  your  manner ;  (he  taught  me  —  that  a  falfe  po- 
fition  muft  end  in  an  abfurd  conclufion,  I  have  fhewn  your  po- 
fition  —  that  the  eleven  went  into  Galilee  on  the  day  of  the  re- 
furreflion  — -  to  be  falfe,  and  hence  your  confcauencc  —  that 
the  evidence  given  in .  thofe  two  books  deftroys  each  other.  —  is 
not  to  be  admitted.  You  ought,  moreover,  to  have  confidered, 
that  the  feaft  of  unleavened  bread,  which  inunediately  followed 
the  day  on  which  the  paflbver  was  eaten,  lafted  feven  days  ;  andi 
that  ftriift  obfervers  of  the  law  did  not  think  themfelves  at  liberty; 
to  leave  Jerufalem,  till  that  feaft  was  ended ;  and  this  is  a  col- 
lateral proof  that  the  difciples  did  not  go  to  Galilee  on.  the  day 
of  the  refurreftion. 

You  certainly  have  read  the  New  Teftament,  but  not,  I  think 
with  great  attention,  or  you  would  have  known  what  the  apoftlesr 
were.  In  this  place  you  reckon  Luke  as  one  of  the  eleven,  and 
in  other  places  you  fpeak  of  him  as  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  things 
he  rdates ;  you  ought  to  have  known  th^t  Luke  was  no  apoftle  ; 
and  he  tells  you  himfelf,  in  the  preface  to  his  gofpel;  that  he 
wrote  from  the  teftimony  pf  others.  If  this  miftake  proceeds 
from  your  ignorance,  you  are  not  a  fit  perfon  to  write  comments 
on  the  Bible ;  if  from  defign,  (which  I  am  unwilling  to  fufpeft,) 
you  are  ftill  lefs  fit ;  in  either  cafe  it  may  fuggeft  to  your  readers 
the  propriety  of  fufpeding  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  your  aflcr- 
tions,  however  daring  and  intemperate. —  <*  Of  the  numerous 
priefts  or  parfons  of  the  prefent  day,  biihops  and  all,  the  fum 
total  of  whofe  learning,**  according  to  you,  "  is  a  b  ab,  and 
hie,  haEC,--hoc,  there  is  not  one  amongft  them,**  you  fay,  <*  who 
can  write  poetry  like  Homer,  or  fcience  like  Euclid^"  —  If  I. 
ihould  admit  this,  (though  there  are  many  of  them,  I  doubt 
not,  who  underftand  thefc  authors  better  than  you  do,)  yet  I  can- 
not admit  that  there  is  one  amongft  them,  biftiops  and  all,  lb 
ignorant  as  to  rank  Luke  the  evangelift  among  the  apoftles  of 
Chrift.  I  will  not*  prefs  this  point :  any  man  may  fell  into  a 
miftake,  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  this  fallibility  fhould  create  in 
all  men  a  little'  modefty,  a  little  diffidence,  a  little  caution,  be- 
fore they  prefume  to  call  the  moft  illuftrious  charadters  of  anti* 
quity  liars,  fools,  and  knaves. 

[  To  he  continued.  ] 
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Anecdotie  of  a  Jcusiy  Soldier. 

TO  THE  EpitOJl. 

I  Know  no  reafon  why  a  Believer  in  the  truth  of  Divine  Rev©, 
lation,  fhould  fcruple  to  avow  his  perfuafion,  that  the  God 
whom  he  worihips,  intcrefts  himfeif  in  the  concerns  of  his  fer- 
vantSy  however  mean  they  appear  in  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  and 
that  his  interpofition  is  often  feen,  and  ought  to  be  acknowledged, 
in  occurrences  Ample  and  unimportant  in  themfelves,  but  as  they 
iavolvc  the  happincfs  of  thofe  who  have  made  him  their  truf^, 
tre  of  fufficient  confequence,  to  engage  his  care.  They  fee  in 
the  facred  Books  an  Elijah  fed  by  ravens,  and  the  reftjeffnefs  of 
in  Ahafuerus  in  the  night  fcafon,  eventually  the  falvation  of  the 
Jews,  when  the  proud  Haman  was  already  triumphing  in  pros- 
pect of  their  ruin.  They  hear  their  Divine  Mafter  declare, 
that  a  fparrow  cannot  fair  without  the  knowledge  of  our  Heaven- 
ly  Fskihcr^  and  that*  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered; 
whence  they,  with  the  higheft  reafon  infer,  that  he  doe»  render 
faiaU  things  fubfervient  to  his  wife  and  benevolent  defigns  as  they 
relate  to  -the  happinefs  of  his  children.  Gop  ought  to  be  ac^ 
knowledgcd  in  the  fmalleft  things,  or  we  (hall  foon  forget  him 
m  greater  things.  And  though  the  fceptic  may  fnecr,  and  the 
man  of  worldly  wifdom  think  it  is  verging  towards  qnthufiafni^ 
this'is  no  fufficient  caufe  for  the  ChriAlan'^  facrificing  a  knk  oir 
duty,  and  ading  contrary  to  thfi'convi<Jiion  of  his  own  mind. 
The  following  Fa^,  I  think,, is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the 
J^rovidential  Care  of  God  over  hk  children,  and  ought  to  be 
recorded  for  the  encouragement  of  others. 

Cakdjpus. 
In  the  Year  I795»  one  of  the  old  invalid  Soldiers,  ftationed 
in  a  Fort  in  the  Iflan^  of  Jerfey,  near  the  Town  of  St.  Aubin's, 
came  to  hear  the  Englifh  Preaching  in  that  town :  He  was  deeply 
awakened  and  began  to  feek  the  favour  of  God  with  all  his  heart 
in  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  the  means  of  Grace.  The  obvious 
change  in  his  condufl  was  quickly  obferved  by  the  ferjcant  of  the 
company  to  which  he  belonged,  who  foon  foupd  out  the  caufe  of 
it,  and  like  the  legitimate  offspring  of  the  malignant  fpirit,  began 
to  oppofe  him.  When  rage  and  ribaldry  failed,  the  ferjeant 
found  means,  under  one  pretext  or  another,  to  confine  the  (ol- 
dier  in  the  fort,  whenever  there  was  preaching  or  a  prayer-meet- 
ing  in  the  village ;  till  the  poor  old  man  was  much  grieved,  and 
be  began  to  fuffer  fpiritual  lofs.  But  he  knew  no  way  to  efcapc 
from  the  afflidlion;  however  he  took  the  mofl  effe<Stual:  He  de- 
voted himfeif  to  prayejr,  and  befous;ht  the  Lord  to  undertake  for 
him,  —  not  without  hope  that  "  Eternal  Providence  exceeding 
thought^  where  none  appeared,  would  make  herfelf  a  .way."— 
About  this  time  the  wife  of  the  officer  who  had  the  command  of 
the  fort,  was  afflidted  with  a  dangerous  illnefs,  and  could  take 

very 
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very  little  nourUhment.  But  having  conceived  a  dcfire  for  a  ecN 
tain  fifh,  which  at  a  particular  feafon  is  caught  around  the  Ifland, 
flie  was  inceffantly  aflcing  for  it.  At  that  time  there  were  none 
to  be  procured  at  any  price,  which  was  a  great  affli(ftion  to  tJ^ 
family.  The  old  man  hearing  of  it,  fuddenly  thought,  if  h,c 
Ihould  be  fortunate  enough  to  take  the. fifh,  that  he  might  pre- 
fcnt  it  to  his  officer,  it  would  be  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
him  to  make  known  his  cafe,-  and  afk  his  permiffion  to  attenfl 
the  Preaching  again.  , 

He  retired,  and  fell  .upon  his  knees,  befeeching  the  Lord  to 
direct  and  profper  his  defign.  He  theni^'ent  upon  the  rocks,  and 
threw  his  line  into  the  water,  from  whence,  in  a  few  minutes 
he  drew  the  very  fiih  he  wanted,  which  weighed  three  pounds. 
A  very  uncommon  circumftanc^  this,  at  that  feafon  of  the  yeai*. 
With  a  heart  filled  with  gratitude  to  God  for  having  heard  his 
prayer,  he  carried  the  fifh  to  his  officer,  who  joyfully  accepted 
the  prefent.  This  emboldened  the  good  man  to  prefent  his  peti- 
tion, which  the  humane  officer  liflened  to  with  great  cheerful- 
nefs,  and  immediately  wrote  him  an  order,  by  which  he  obtained 
Liberty  of  the  Serjeant  to  leave  the  fort  and  attend  the  preach- 
ing, and  meet  his  clafs,  at  every  opportunity.  When  he  related 
this  circumflance,  the  firfl  time  he  met  with  his  chriflian  friends, 
it  was  a  general  JBleffing  to  them,  and  they  joyfully  praifed  God 
together.  The  poor  old  man  has  fince  been  made  happy  in  tbfi 
Love  of  God,  and  walked  fleadily  before  thofe  that  are  without. 
May  he  never  ungratefully  forget  fo  peculiar  a  manifeftationof 
the  care  of  Divine  Providence.  ' 


LIFE  OF  PHILIP  MELANCTHON. 

[     Cmtinu^d  from  page  244*     ] 

CHAP.  III.  Melancholy  Jiate  of  the  Chrijiian  world,  during 
the  dark  and  middle  Ages,  General  View  of  things  previous  to 
the  Reformation  :  Circum/ianceSy  which  xontributed  in  the  courfe 
of  Providence,  to  forward  that  JEvent. 

TH  E  Hiftory,  of  what  arc  generally  termed  the  dark  and 
middle  ages,  can  never  be  confidered  without  regret  and 
horror  by  any  wife  or  good  man,  as  it  prefents  us  with  a  melan- 
choly view  of  the  Chriflian  World,  dcbafed  by  ev_ery  corruption 
of  which  human  nature  is  capable.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that 
fbme  celeflial  lights  had,  in  different  ages,  occafionally  rifen  In 
the  hemifphere  ;  but  their  rays  were  either  too  feeble  to  expel 
Ae  general  gloom,  or  they  were  foon  cruelly  extinguiflied  by  the 
kingdom  of  darknefs.  Things  continued  in  this  unhaj^y  flate, 
with  litt^  variation,   till  the  time  of  j|i^.  ^reformation,  whca 

3  G  a  God 
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-God  commanded  the  glorious  light  of  the  Gofpcl  once  more  to 

.fliinc  upon  the  world,  in  its  purity  and  fplendor. 

At  this  period,  the  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome  had 
been  advancing  for  more  than  a  thoufand  years,  and  had  arifcn 

"at  length  to  an  enormous  height.  The  pure  Religion  of  the 
Gofpel  had  been  totally  eclipfed  by  thofe  clouds  oi  ignorance, 
error,   fuperftition,   and  wickednefs,  that  had  afcended  from  the 

•  bottom  lefs  pit.  All  the  nations  of  Europe  had  fucccflivcly  groan- 
ed under  the  tyranny  of  the  great  Antichrift.  The  fovereign 
pontiffs  arrogated  to  thcmfclves  a  power  little  inferior  to  Omni- 
potence itfelf.  They  afTumed  a  dominion  over  the  faith  and 
confciences  of  men*  They  denounced  woes  and  anathemas  on 
all  who  prefumed  to  differ  from  them,  or  attempted  to  introduce 
a  better  ftate  of  things.  They  pretended  to  have  power  over  the 
angels  of  heaven,  and  the  demons  of  hell,  and  the^  were  often 
known  to  pronounce  fentence  on  the  everlafting  ftate  of  mankind. 
Their  own  lives,  in  the  mean  time,  were  ftained  with  the  black- 
eft  crimes,  many  of  which  are  recorded  by  their  own  hiftorians. 
The  fame  principles  and  practices  generally  prevailed  throughout 
the  Papal  Hierarchy,  and  the  fame  fpirit,  and  abominations 
likewife,  extended  their  baneful  influence  over  all  the  religious 
orders,  almoft  without  exception. 

The  poor  deluded  people  were  taught  to  believe,  that  they 
fhould  merit  heaven  by  reciting  their  pater-nofters,  attending 
maffes,  praSifing  aufterities,  going  on  pilgrimages,  worfliipping 
faints  and  relics,  and  a  thoufand  other  fuperftitious  practices ; 
while  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  purity  required  by  the 
gofpel,  were  wholly  difregarded.  Mankind,  (too  carelefs  under 
the  moft  folemn  reftraints,)  in  fo  degenerate  a  ftate  of  things, 
were  encouraged  to  fin  with  greedinefs  and  impunity.  And  ac- 
cordingly, we  find  the  annals  of  thofe  unhappy  times,  filled  with 
little  more  than  a  detail  of  fuch  follies  and  vices,  fuch  impuri- 
ties and  crimes,  as  are  a  difgrace  to  human  nature. 

The  faithful  witneflTes  had,  in  different  ages,  borne  repeated 
teftimony  againft  thcfe  prevailing  corruptions.  Some  were  found, 
whofe  names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life,  who  never  received 
the  mark  of  the  beaft,  and  whofe  fouls  were  never  polluted  by 
worfhipping  his  image.  The  Son  of  God  had  promifed  that 
the  gates  of  hell  fhould  never  finally  prevail  againft  his  church. 
This  promife  was  folemnly  verified  during  the  oppreflion  of  the 
dark  and  middle  ages.  '  Accordingly  we  find,  that  frOm  the  firft 
appearance  of  the  man  of  Jiriy  many  were  raifed  up  of  God  to 
oppofe  his  corrupt  and  wicked  defigns.  His  ufurpations  were 
univerfally  contemned  in  the  Eaft.  In  Africa  they  were  beheld 
with  horror  and  dcteftation.  And  even  in  Italy,  they  were  re- 
je6ted  with  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  by  the  churches  of  Milan, 
who  continued  for  feveral  ages  to  maintain  fome  of  the  leading 
-     '  *    •     .  dodlrines 
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doftrintis  bf  the  Gofpel.  The  Faithful  alfo  who  dwelt  in  the 
vallies  of  Piedmont,  early  wkhftopd  the  power  of  Antichrift,* 
They  contended  earneftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
faints,  and  remonftrated,  with  holy  indignation,  againft  the  pre- 
vailing apoftacy. 

From  thofe  vallies,  the  nurfery  of  the  Chriftian  church  in  the 
worft  of  times,  the  Waldenfcs  and  Albigenfes  derived  thofe 
principles  of  heavenly  light  and  comfort,  which  gave  birth  to  fo  ' 
many  thoufands  of  faithful  martyrs  who  nobly  fhed  their  blood  in 
the  defence  and  confirmation  of  the  gofpel.  Indeed  the  grievous 
fuffcrings  endured  by  this  part  of  the  church  militant,  rrom  age 
to  age,  tended  not  a  little  to  the  furtherance  of  thp  Redeemer'^ 
kingdbm.  The  perfecution  in  particular  inftitutcd  againft  the 
Albigenfes,  by  the  inhuman  barbarity  of  Innocent  III,  in  1198^ 
which  was  followed  by  a  bloody  crufade,  after  deftroying  myriads 
of  this  afflidled  people,  conftrained  multitudes  of  the  furvivois 
to  take  refuge  in  other  countries,  t  Many  of  them  found  an 
afylutn  for  Aeir  lives  and  dodrine,  in  Provence,  arid  the  Alps 
of  the  French  territory.  While  others  were  dire£led'by  Provi* 
dence  to  foreign  lands,  to  Germany,  Poland,  Livonia,  and  Brir 
tain.  In  all  thefe  countries  they 'and  their  pofterity  were  often 
cxpofed  to  frefli  perfecutions  for  their  love  of  the  f/nith,  and  their 
deteftation  of  thofe  antichriftian  principles  which  were  f6de« 
ftrudHve  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. 

*  Piedmont  takes  its  '.name  from  its  (Ituation  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  or  Alps,  .which  feparate  France  from  Italy.  The  Alps 
confill  of  lofty  chains  of  mountains  with  narrow  vallies  between 
them,  a  large  portion  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  Cantons  of  Switzer- 
land. In  the  vallies  of  Lucerne,  Peyroufe,  and  Su  Martin,  which 
have  always  belonged  to  Piedmont,  the  defcendants  of  the  ancient 
Waldenfes  continue  to  this  day.  Their  fir  ft  and  proper  ilame  ^sems 
to  have  been  ValUnfts,  *'  They  are  fo  called  (fays  Bethone  one  of 
their  oldcft  writers)  becaufe  their  abode  was  in  the  valley  of  teara.'* 
Their  name  was  afterwards  changed  to  Waldenfes«  This  was  derived 
from  Peter  Waldo,  who  about  1160. was  made  inftrumeatal  o^  a  greal 
revival  of  religion  in  thofe  parts.  He  was  an  eminent  citizen  of  Lyon* 
in  France,  who  forfook  all  and  followed  Chrift :  and  havic^  iirft 
preached  the  gofpel  with  uncommon  fuccefs,  he  afterwards  procured  a 
tranflation  of  it  for  the  good  of  others, 

+  The  Albigenfes  derived  their  name  from  Alhy^  an  ancient  town, 
in  the  South  of  France,  lately  the  capital  of  the  Albigeois  in  Langue* 
doc,  where  great  numbers  of  them  tcfided,  Accorcling  to  a  computa*' 
tion,  in  Mr.  Mede,  taken  from  one  of  their  own'hiftorians^  not  le& 
than  about  a  Million  of  them  were  ilaughtered  fay  the  Roman  Gatho^ 
lies,  in  France  alone.  His  own  words  are  " Quorum, tanta  ftrages. 
fuit,  ut  per  Galliam  folam,  fi  P.  Perionius,  in  ejus  belli  hiftoria,  f^fte 
calculum  inierit,  occiia  funt  ad  decks  canUna  konunum  miUia." 

V,     MBDI    COM.     A1»6C, 
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In  1377.  Wickliffe  began  to  revive,  in  England,  maaf  of 
the  great  dcxSlrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  teach  them  to  the  peo^ 
pie.  At  the  fame  time  with  great  intrepidity  he  demonftrated 
the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  mpft  of  the  dodrines  held  by  the 
church  of  Rome.  John  Hufs  and  Jerome  of  Prague  followed 
his  example,  not  long  after,  in  Bohemia.  For  which  they  were 
both  condemned  to  fufFer  death  by  a  decree  of  the  Council  of 
Conftance. 

Thefe,  and  other  faithful  witnefles,  continued  from  age  to 
age,  prophefying  in  fackcloth,  as  they  are  ftrikingly  reprefented 
in  the  book  of  the  Revelation,  being  expofcd  to  reproaches, 
iiffli^ions,  and  perfecutions,  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Jcfus,  Infpired  from  above  with  that  faith  which 
qvercomps  thp  world,  they  nobly  ftrove  to  ftem  the  torrent  of 
corruption ;  and  their  labours  and  fufFerings,  doubtlefs,  contri« 
buted  not  a  little  to  enable  future  reformers  to  triumph  over  the 
powers  of  darknefs.  But  like  the  ppor'diiciples,  they  were  hard 
toiling  through  waves  and  ftorms  to  make  the  (hore;  which 
however,  •  they  were  by  no  means  ^ble  to  cfFed,  till  Jefus,  in 
the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  himfelf  came  fuddenly  to  their 
Telief.  They  were  taught  by  the  experience  of  ages  fome  im- 
portant leflbns,  which  true  difciplcs  (hould  never  forget ;  —  that 
the  moft  faithful  fouls  are  commonly  chofen  in  the  furnace  of 
afflidion  ;  —  that  conformity  to  the  crucified  Jesus,  is  necef&ry 
for  the  prefervation  of  his  church  and  people ;  —  that  the  times 
of  fufFering  and  deliverance  are  all  referved  in  the  hands  of  God, 
and  that  therefore,  his  fervants  ihould  patiently  hope,  and  quiedy 
wait  for  his  falvation. 

Providence,  however,  was  manifeftly  preparing  the  way  for 
the  deliverance  of  the  church  militant.  Several  events,  of  a 
favourable  kind,  had  already  taken  place  in  the  world ;  amongft 
which  we  muft  particularly  notice  the  dawn  of  a  more  civilized 
ft^c  of  fociety  in  Europe.  The  nations  were  now  emerging 
from  that  barbarity  which  had  been  introduced  by  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  and  other  hoftile  nations,  employed  by  a  righteous 
God  .  to  fcourge  a  fallen  and  degenerate  church.  The  noble  art 
of  printing,  which  had  been  difcovcred  about  half  a  century  pre- 
vious to  the  Reformation,  together  with  that  of  making  paper 
in  the  eleventh  century,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  rapid  pro- 
grcfs,  and  wide  diffiifion,  of  the  doftrines  of  the  Reformation. 
By  this  means  the  Reformers  were  enabled,  in  a  fliort  fpace  of 
lime,  to  publifti  bodes  in  various  languages,  and  to  circulate 
them  throughout  different  nations.  The  revival  of  learning, 
which  had  taken  'place,  after  the  capture  of  Conftantinopk  by 
the  Turks,  when  many  learned  men  were  driven  into  the  weftem 
parts  of  Europe,  where  they  introduced  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek 
and  Hebrew  languages,  was  likewife  very  favourable  to  the  Re- 
formation. 
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formation.  By  this  event,  the  Providence  of  GoD  enabled  the 
Reformers  to  furnifti  thcmfelves  with  fuch  an  acquaintance  with 
the  original  Scriptures,  as  qualified  them  for  the  important  work 
of  tranflating  them  into  different  languages  for  the  edification  of 
the  people, .  while  at  the  fame  time,  they  were  enabled  more 
efFeftually  to  defend  the  do<ftrines  of  the  Reformation,  againft 
the  fophiftry  employed  by  the  church  of  Rome.  The  writings 
of  Erafmus  alfo,  fo  juftly  celebrated  for  his  wit  and  learning, 
had  no  fmall  influence  in  difpofing  the  minds  of  men  to  think 
favourably  of  the  Reformation.  .He  happily  employed  all  the 
powers  of  his  fuperior  genius,  with  much  true  politenefs,  in  ex- 
pofing  the  follies,  fuperititions,  and  vices  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  while  at  the  fame  time,  his  writings  infenfibly  led  man- 
kind to  think  for  themfelves,  and  to  confider  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures as  the  only  flandard  of  all  religious  truth. 

Whoever  reflects  on  the  preceding  circumftances,  will  per- 
ceive, how  the  goodnefs  of  God  interefts  itfelf  in  the  affairs  of 
men,  and  how  the  great  defigns  of  Providence  are  often  made 
fubfcrvient  to  the  good  of  his  church  and  people.  We  (hall 
foon  find  the  clouds  difperfing  fafl,  and  once  more  view  the  glo- 
rious light  of  heaven  (hining  upon  our  world.  But,  before  we 
proceed,  it  may  be  proper  to  paufe  a  little,  and  look  up  to  the 
great  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  fouk,  with  gratitude  and  reverence, 
for  the  prefervation  vouchfafed  to  his  little  flock,  during  fo  long 
and  dreadful  a  night  of  forrow,  perfecution,  and  temptation. 
[  To  bt  continued.  ] 

The  Experience  and  Sufferings  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Beaumont.  * 
Written  by  herfelf. 

SINCE  I  was  firft  awakened>  the  Lord  has  been  pleafed 
to  excrcife  me  with  many  great  trials  ;  but  blefTed  be  his 
gracious  Nam^c^  he  hath  caufed  all  to  work  together  for  my  ad- 
vantage, and  given  me  occafion  to  fay,  "  It  is  good  for  me  that 
I  have  been  afBi<aed."  O  !  how  great  has  the  kindnefs  of.  the 
Lord  been  to  me  in  affliSi ve  difpenfations  !  he  never  left  me 
without  his  teachings  and  comfortable  prefence  when  in  the  midft 
of  them !  I  have  often  obferved  the  more  trouble  I  have  had, 
either  from  within  or  without,  the  more  I  have  found  of  God's 
prefence,  who  helped  me  to  keep  clofe  to  him  by  frequent  fer- 
vent prayer :  And  O  !  how  fweet  is  his  prefence  to  a  poor  foul, 
when  furrounded  with  forrows  on  every  fide  !  \ 

For  my  part,  I  can  fay  with  David,  *^  I  have  found  trouble 
3nd  forrow!  God  only  knows  the  fore  temptations  which  I 
^ve  waded  through,  fome  outward,  but  more  inward.  O  the 
fiery  datts  which  have  been  (hot  from  hell  againft  me !     But, 

*  She  was  bom  at  Edworth,  a  village  about  feven  miles  from 
Hitchein,  in  Hertfordfhire. 
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on  the  other  hand,  none  knows,  but  Goi>,  that  fwcet  commu- 
mon  and  confolation  which  he  hath  gracioufly  offered  me  in  thofe 
hours  of  trouble.  I  have  experienced  fuch  comfort  and  enlarge- 
ment of  hearty  fuch  fervent  defires  after  Chrift  and  his  grace,,  as 
hath  often  made  me  thank  God  for  trouble,  becaufe  I  found  it 
drove  me  nearer  to  h^mfelf,  and  the  throne  of  his  grace^  The 
Lord  has  made  ftich  feafons  praying,  heart-fearching,  and  foul 
^tumbling  times. 

But  there  is  one  thing  more  efpecially,  in  which  I  have  great 
caufe  to  admire  the  goodnefs  of  God,  namely,  that  before  a  trial 
eame,  I  ufi^ally  had  ftrong  confolation  from  above,  infomuch 
that  I  have  expedted  fome  trouble  would  enfue  ^  and  it  hath  often 
proved  according  to  my  thoughts.  One  fcripture  after  another 
would  run  in  my  mind  for  feveral  days  together,  fuggefting  fome- 
thing  that  I  was  ftiortly  to  meet  with,  which  has  drove  rne  into 
a  fecret  corner,  to  cry  to  the  Lord  to  be  with  me ;  and,  O  how 
has  he  in  fuch  feafons,  as  it  were,  taken  me  into  the  mount ! 
My  foul  has  been  fo  raifed  and  comforted,  as  if  for  a  while  out 
of  the  body.  Many  times  in  a  day  has  he  fent  me  into  his  ban- 
queting-houfe,  and  his  banner,  over  me  was  love ;  under  which 
indulgence,  being  kept  in  an  humble  frame,  I  never  Virzs  denied 
Ae  prefence  of  my  Lord,  when  waiting  at  the  throne  of  his 
grace ;  which  rendered  thofe  feafons  fo  delightful,  that  I  longed 
for  their  return.  It  cannot  be  expreffed  what  fweetnefs  there  is 
in  his  prefence,  and  in  one  promife  applied  by  his  Spirit  to  the 
foul.  It  turns  weeping  into  rejoicing,  as,  bleffed  be  GoD,  I 
have  experienced  in  that  great  and  fiery  trial  of  my  father's  death, 
which  I  am  now  to  relate. 

About  2L  quarter  of  a  year  before  the  Lord  was  pleafed  to  re- 
move my  father,  I  had  great  and  frequent  enjoyments  of  God, 
and  he  was  pleafed  to  pour  out  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  fupplica- 
tion  upon  me,  in  a  very  wonderfill  manner,  both  day  and  night. 
Sometimes,  ere  I  have  rofe  f^om  my  knefes,  I  have  been  as  if  in 
heaven,  and  as  if  my  heart  would  break  with  joy  and  confola- 
tion, which  hath  caufed  floods  of  tears,  with  adniiration  at  the 
love  of  Chrift  to  fuch  a  great  finner  as  myfelf !  I  have  frequent- 
ly wept  for  joy  ;  at  which  times  fome  who  faw  me  would  fay, 
"  Why  do  you  grieve  fo,  Agnes  ?  are  you  minded  to  kill  your- 
felf  with  forrow  ?  "  When,  indeed,  mine  were  tears  of  joy  and 
not  of  grief,  flowing  from  a  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift  to  roy 
foul.  Before  this  trial  commenced,  many  fcriptures  occurred  to 
my  mind,  which  intimated  that  1  had  fome  difficulty  to  meet 
with,  at  which  I  thought  my  heart  would  fink  ;  but  prefently  I 
had  one  promife  or  another  to  bear  me  up.  Wherever  I  went, 
thefe  words  followed  me,  "  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trou- 
ble, I'  Will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  flialt  glorify  me."  **  When 
thou  paffcft  through  the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through 
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the.riv:cn»  they  (hall  not  ovecflow  thee,''  &c.  with  n^fij  oi}i<»m  '^ 

of  the  fame  nature*  .   »        , 

I 'had  al£).im»qr  4itaiiiSy  fyAc  of  whkh  Lbelieve  were  from  \ 
God  t.    Sji  fme  t»f  thfcoi  I  .have  had  lieass  of  lofing  niy  life^ 
or  nan^wjy  efaitingv^ith  it:'  in  others^  that  jnen  ran  after  ine  1 
to  murdjor  me^  f/And  ia&nie'Othen  I  have  thoi%ht  nrffelf  tried 
bcibie  a  jud^  aind '  jury»  ;and  barehr  came  ofF^with  my  lffe» 
One  gftlbe  ^hlsMia  was  very  aceimaxkabiei;  which  I'.told  to  a  friend,  - 
who  remn^  mib  pf  it  dfterln^r  facer's  death.    1  thought  (here  ^ 
gpw  an'^d  a|i|p}ettiee  iii  iay  Athclr's  yardfuU:  of  huit,  and  one  < 
nightf  ?boiit  ^midnight,  tii^re^came  i  fuddeaftorm oft  wind  and.' 
blew  down  this  tree.    At  the  fight  ther6<tf  ^I  waa  fin-ely  troubled, 
and  ruoiu|)p;  to  it,  a^s  it  lay  cjp  3ie  gzound,>  endeavoured,  to  iift  it 
up,  tKa(:  1^  Jni^ht  ^ow  agam  in  its  fonner  ^l^pc ;  but  though  I . 
lifted  ^i.thrMli  ^y  P^iHr/  ^  could  not  fo  much  as  ilir  it ;  there*  ^ 
fore  leavit^  it,  I  ran  to  my  brother  and  called  his  men;  but  when 
they  c^ipop^they  coujd  lipt  replant  it;  and  it  forely  grieved  me  to  ; 
think  thjy'^trcc  fliould/t^  blown  down  whije  others  were  left 
fiandirig.,^ /'  ,'       \.  [\.l  .':■  - 

.  SoQn.>^x:,  T  there  Iftras  m  meeting  at  Gamlingay* ;  about  a  week, 
before,  which  - 1,  was  ^much.in  prayer,  e^ecially  for  t^o  things  ; 
tl|c  onci.  *t^2^t/tbe  Lord  jwouid  incline  the  heart  of  my  .fattier  to; 
let  me  go,  .which  he  fojpnefiiipe^  refufed  \  and  in  ;thpfe|days,  it* 
was  like  death  to  nic  to  be  kept.from  fu^ch  a  i^epting.  *  i;ha,v^, 
found  "by  .'e^erien^^e,    that  fervent   prayier    was    fi^c.  impfti 
Jucce&ful  method  of  obtaixiing  pay  father's,  oopfent ;  foT^when  .1 
havjB  not  thus  prayed,  I  have  found  it  very  difEcult  toprevaihr 
The  other  requeft  was,  that  the  Lord  would  go.  with  mcj  and- 
that.Imkl^  enjoy, his  prefcnce  there,  as  in  tirnes  paft,  and  tliat 
I  might  have  fuch  a  fight  of  a  bleeding,  dying  Saviour,,  as  mi^bt. 
iftelt  my  heart,  and  enlarge  it  in  love  to  his  Name'. 

The  Lord,  lyas  pleafed  to  gfant  me  my  re^uefts, ;  Upon,  ^!(king: 
>ny  father,  indeed,  he  feen^ied  unwilling  at  firft,^.but  i^pon  piead-<. 
ir^  uridi.  him,  and  telling  him  that  1  wouf4  do  aid  iny.worjc  in; 
the  ihoming  before  1  went  put,  and  return, home  at  pight.;  .1 
gained  his  confent.  Friday  beiqg  jcome,  I  prepared  eery  thing, 
ready  to  let  out.  My  father.  eMiiired  who^^arriedme  ?  I  tpld. 
bim  I  thought  Mr,  Wil(o«|  pt  Hitchep  ^  to  ^hiph  he  (aid  no-, 
^ng  t  .V  I  went  to  my  brother's  and  waited)  .e:}&pc4l^g  to  ipeet 

.  t  I^For  Goir  fpeaketh  oncie^  yea^twice,  in  aldresn^,  iin  a  vifion  ol 
theni|ht,  when  deep  fieep  fidleth  uppi^  men,  Job  xxxiii.  14,  1^. 

*  Gamlingay,  a  place  where  fome  pious  people  lived,  who  were 
acmberl  of  Mr.  Bunyan's  cburch  of  Bedford. 

t  Tto  Mr.  WiUbn  wu  the  firft  paftor  of  the  Raptift-church  at 
Hitchcn,  fuflcitd  iroptifonmcnt .  for  the  fake  of  the  gofpcl,  and  was 
pandfother  to  the  tat«  Rev^  Mr.  Samuel  Wilfon  of  London. 

Voi.  XX*  Aug.  1797.  Mr. 
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M?;  WUlbit.  Aili^  qttite'  uncxpcac<^,  came  Mrl  Bujmru 
The  light  of  him  caufed  a  mixture  both  of  joy  and  gtief.  r  was 
glfMt  ta  fcff  hiai#  bui  waisIaifrndhBiV^iiU  not  t^^iUift  intake 
lofii  Up<fac}^a  Hiii^  aarii  htmt  tB/uik,  Lias  1  kikmrwim.  At  kbgih 
I  i^finrd  TOfL  hMtacitD  xkr.it,.  vfaicli  bs  did;  ftuMj^-  Boi^an 
adfmared^  mth  iJBaiadvgica  ef.soi^BitCs,  «aNo  |^  i  *^ttiiM 
cany:  hen".  The&  imtds  iMce  dueling.  itidMli  a|idi'9(Mldrme 
w^  bttfeerly;,  ;M]i!.faratbcr  pfesaocraiig  tof  tMMt^  -^ii  If 
yoiL  do.  not  czxif  hcc  yoki  will  break  her  hoart ;  but  ht*  imile  the 
fano  reply. «,  addiiig^  /^  Yoiht  &ther  mil  ben^tiev^^f  Mgiylf  I 
lli0uld."  /  It  wiiL  vantiubre  thae^  £dd)ii.i  AHfltditta,  il4WnftHib' 
e^trioaty^,  h«  y»8  |M:i^ailfed  on^  .     'i 

,Soon  after  uv  fet  out,  my  fethcrcame  tor  my  bro^iet^s,,  and' 
aiced  hii-'  men  wfio.Bii  Aiu^tet  rode  behind?  fh^lbid,  ^fcv. 
Bunysm.  ;U^)on  Bearing  this  Hi*  anger  was  greatly^  et^icmed ;  he, 
Hn  d<)wTri]&e  cJoKv  thinking  to  overtake  me  and  pull  me  off  the 
hl(?rfej  but*^i*'«;  wtrt-gone  outof  hiis  rcac^.  Tn  tomin^tb^'Gata- 
Irngay,  we  were  inet*  by  a-crergyman*  who^knew  its  txith^  ht 
looked  very  hard  at  us  as  we  rode  along,  and  foon  afteiV-iidftd' 
a;' vile  fcandM  ufyecrusi,  though^  bldfoglA)tiQojff  it^WlM-fiiM^ . 
The  meeting' began  pot  long  after*  we  got  thitWct;  anH'thf 
tprd  madeJt'aTWeet'fcafpn  to  my  foul',  I;foiindfAp!trrettrth  nb\ 
prayeE^  tltet  I  was^fcarce  able  to  b^  up  uttdbrlti  anA'^ard* 
iWh  V  figBt*  of  the  Salviour,  as.  broKci^y  Heart  in  piece$,  O  t 
ho*  1  fheh,  longed  to  be  with-Chri<f?^  -  Hm«r  w/Hitgly  wOiiti'  t 
teyte-  dieil  in 'the  place  j  and  gpne*  iTOitcdiatelj^*  togldtyl  A. 
fcnfedf -my-im,  and  of  his  dying  love,' marde  mi  I<rvd  Iftni,  ani* 
Ibng  tt>1>c  ivith  bim- 

;  The  meeting  being  ended,  ri^gac.tothWk'lte 
home,   for  Air.    Bgnyan  was  gqV  to.  go,  bv  E3di«^ojtlit.iad!haari-. 
inc.  proniiC^d  lo  return  that  night,  1  wa^  filled  witK  mam  fears 
lift  I  ftould  bfes*  my  word;  *  r«fiquitcd  ofifcver^l  pen&li  if 
they  went  «iy  w«y;  but  nopne-cpjiM's^flf  medccejDit^ 
woman  who  lived'  near  anritewidfeof  nrr  fetljet^i-hbufi;    A$ 
the  road  was  verydirtjj  and  deep,- .  I .  W^  auaid'to  Ve«ttrtfi;tBtiiind 
Jier;  but>«1ilft^I:  (Hd/  acid  {Ked[etme^:dcrwa  abbot'a  c^^^ 
mile  f^om  home,  from  wtocncc:  I'  Haftfencd  throMgH wldiyfjy  Hbp-, 
mg  to  be  there  beWre  my  fliriier  w^$  in  bed  V- but;  an  fcCtomij^lO 
Hie  door^  I  found  it*-kjeKed,  and^ftrirtg^no  light;  my  heart  wipff 
Id  finkt  for  I  perceived  what  I  ;w|i&  lil^i  to  meer  wMiy  H §Weter 

♦  A  certain  perfon  in  the  ncighbaurhood,  one  Mr.  F.  an  attfl^iwyi 
who  is  often  referred  to  afterwards' In  ih is  rqlaticjii^  hz'iMki^xpiMv,. 
Bunyan,  «nd  let  her  father  againft  him,  ciidcavouring^to  m^c  his  vile 
talumaics  pads  for  tnith.  ^    .\.  .  i  ' 

*    (I  This  clergyman  ufuaUy  preached 'at  :E4worth/j  the  pl?cc^wKpr6h« 
dwelt,.  -  •      -  .1    .   .  I  *      J^ 
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I  dlM  «^  my  hAth  wIm  infmced^    '<  Who46  diere  ?  "  rTo 

let  m  in/'  He  TiipKodj  * '  Whe^  yw  feirvc  bteii  ail  d^  ^t»i 
msr  gp  ait  flight;^'  an4  «H^ jH%9y  ^h  fiq/ikm^^^ 

^  Hiat  Ir  d^lid  nevfcr  ^qipe  wjtivn  'h^  c}i»9^s  ^i|^  mem,  jAuMfs 
I  would  plomHe  jiei^  jk>  gt  afitmrttu^  m^  ^in« .  lilo^^t 
the-dk^pibet  wtodow  fjlead^tpbe:)5;tja..  il  >egg(c^  Jjci^, 
^  ill  %i  yaku^  ?i^r  iniEb^d  «^f  yielding.  ;tQ  ^.  iu^i^cup]^^.  *lie 
bid  loe  b^gonpiKM  A«wk|td9W|  or^^fo^e  wotii^^f  i>for«fic|p«t 
roe  <9]$(0ifvth(<  yard.  .  I  tlskea/loiid  &li^,s^ilp^.^^drtim  tkml^t 

Alil,,:toil  C)HRl^*fliauld  %  «l<^IBe!'^  Qva^ii  '\         .    i.  v^ 

to  »y  b^nKt  t|)  fp^id  that  lu^t  in  *r^f  *  I  <?^uW  i?¥teoA  iivKe 
foiw  (to  mjr  trQtibcrV  v^  Uvod  a|batttbaiql»]^r.p|^,a:.iiiilfi^ 
isid  'wtare  I  mith^  h^e  (rc^r  aqapmmfl^a£M>^?y^  -^^^'ih^ii^t 
Ii.»«i  ^  bton  JwiU  g«x  andciyii^iii^ii^ini  |featHji^.Qirlft 
would  not  Shut  me  out  at  ,y^^  laft  day,.-aj[>4j  tt^t .  Jt  nipy  Jh^c  Jfome 
frdh'  difcoveries  cf  his  lov^'to  my  iQiil/.,  Ldicl  jo^  ^nd  thoiig^ 
natuailly  of  a  timoxcus  tdiapdr, .  and  many,  feght^ul  things, pr^- 
felted  thcfnfelvds  to  my  .Aimd,'  y^t  one.  fcriptui^  ifter  appd^ipr 
pvc  me  encwrageniieat. »  Sych  as^  . "  Pray,  to  thy  Father  whi^ 
IS  in  fccret,ittid'  tpy  Fat^ef  wWpKlceth  ici  fecr^t  IhafJ  rcwarji  &c 
openly/'  "  CaUupoo^neand  I  wij]  anfwerthc^^  and  ^'^'SJf.ttjfc 
great  and  inwgfiity  jJui^s^vKich  thoij  knoweft;iot/V,.Aaid.i5^i^ 
many  fucji  ippd  words  was  I  cbmfQrt^d.  Beir^  thus  iii  tiic! tarjp, 
and  a  very  dark,  mght,  I  was  again  ^flaulted  by  fatan  ^  tut  haviiig 
received  ftrengthfrom  the  Lord  and  his  wordl*.  .l,^eturhed  to  tjSe 
throne  dl  gr^e  ^  and  Indeed  A  ws^s  a  blciTed  night  to  my  jbul ;  it 
was  furely  a  night  of  prayer,  yea,  and  of  praife  top,  for  the  Laid 
WM  pleafed  to  keep  all  tears  from  my  heart..  It  froaj  very  haf d, 
but  I  felt  no  cold,'  although  the  dirt  was  froze'n  oi>  mf  flio^  .  m 
.the  inpmiijg.       .   .    ,        ^  ,  »    .       . 

Wkilft  Ihus  iefightfally  engaged,  JhaVTcrijituTe  cahii'^ith 
powcf  Oh  my  mind,  <*  Beloved,  thiiik  it  not'ftra^c  conctriil% 
the  fieiy  trial  which  is  to  try  you.**  This  word.  Beloved,  ihadc 
fuch  melody  in  my  heirt  as  is  not  to  be  cxprcffed,  tut  the  rdft 
of  thofe  words  oecafioned  feme  drfeatl;  yet  ftiil  tiiat  firft  woffl. 
Beloved,  founded  louder  than  all  the  reft,  arid  vras  rhuch  in  njy 
mind  the  wlidlc  night  aftclward.  I  (aw  that  1  <vas  to  meet  wi& 
hoth  bitter  irid  fWcet,^  when  t  direded  my  cries  to  the  Lotrf,  to 
ftand  by  and  ftrcngthen  mc :  Nevcrthelefs,  I  began  crtce  to  be 
a  little  dejefted,  beiflg  |tieVed  to  thirik  that  I  ihould  lofe  my  fa> 
thcr*^  IjjVc  5  but  this  led  me  to  the  Lord,  t€>  beg  that  I  mJght 
>)ot  \ofj6  his  loVtf  fo6,  aitid  that  word  was  immediately  given  me, 
"  The  Faftcff  hlmfelftoveth  you."  O  bkffcd  be  God,  thm^t 
^)  ticft  k  U  enough :'  <to  Whb  me  what  feemeth  tbcc  goed ! 

^  3  H  a  When 
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'  »  When  die  fnfi&mShg^appeared,  I  peeped  thiKX^  tbb  cradts  of 

•the  bam,-  te  wateh  mf  father's  opening  the  door.  «'Prefeittly'hc 

i^CBittit'  out  sind  loeked  it  aft^  hihii'  wMch  I  thought  looked  very 

^darki  tppitiAieiidihg  from  Hencds  he'was  refolved  I  ihould-ni^  go 

*ki.-'  He  fo0n  came  i|i«o  tb^  terft,  and  leeiiig  me  in  my  ridings 

dnolSh   made  a  fiaifd/  when  I  thus  addreflbd>  him  :^  ''^Ago^ 

^morning  to  yoU|  father,  (  hste  had  a  <^ld  night's  lodging  here, 

btit  God  has  b^  gebd  to  nie»^  dfel  fl)<>uld  teitt  had  a  worfe." 

"Re  faid  k:^mA8  m  flatter.    I  prayed  him  to  let  <6ie  go  in,^  layhig, 

^«<  I  hope;  £itfier,  you  ate-  not  an^  with  mc)"  and  kept  fbl. 

^lO^fi^  htm  about  me  yit^  as^  he  weiit  to  fodder  the  cOakts  ;  aot- 

-withftaodtrtg  this  he  would  not  regard  me,  bttt  the  more  I  en- 

treated  him,/  the  moM)^'itfl|^r  c^againft-me^^  declaring  tb^ 

l  fliould  never  erftet  K!s  houfe  iigam,  iXnU^  I  would  ptomife 

•  HOC  to  go  Into  dte  reeling  as  long  ai  he  lived.    I  relied,  ^*Fu 

ther>  my"  foul  is  dl  coo  mudi  worth  to  do  this  »  Cw  y^o  in  my 

AMI  amwer  for  fne  active  great  4af?   if  fo;  I  will  obej  you  in 

IliilhdenHHid,  as  I  do  in  otter  things^"  yet  I  could  not  prevail. 

'    Ac  Uftf  fenfe  c^  my  brother^  men  tame  into  the  prd,  and, 

'feefaig  n^  eafe;^  at  their  return,  reported,  that  their  old  mafter 

had  fhnc  Agnes  out  of  doors;    Uj^n  hearing  this  my  brodier 

wa»  greatly  concerned^  and  eame  to  my  £ither,  and  endeavoured 

'10  prevail  with  him  to  be  reconciled;  but  he  grew  more  angry 

'  with  him  than  with  me,  and  at'laft  would  not  hear  him ;  on 

which  my.  brother  faid,    "  Go  home  with  me,  filler,  you  will 

catch  your  death  with  cold,"    But  I  reftifcd,  ftill  hoping  to  be 

more  luccefsful  in  a  fl^rther  application*,  I  therefore  continued 

following  my  father  in  the  yard,  cryihg  and  hanging  about  him, 

and  faying,    **  PrSty  let  me  go  in,  &c.      I  have  fincc  wondered 

how  I  durft  be  thus  bold,  my  farther  being  of  a  hafly  temper, 

infomuch  that  his  anger  fias  often  made  me  glad  to  get  out  of 

his  light,  though,  when  his  paiTion  was  over,  lew  exceeded  him 

'in  good  nature.      ^ 

.At  lei^  I  b<^;an  to  be  faint  and  eold»  it  beiku^^  very  Iharp 

[morning.  I  vras  alfo  grieved  for  being  the  occauon  of  keeping 
my  father  in  the  cold  fo  long;  for  he  kept  walking  about  the 

.  yard,  and  declared  that  im  would  not  ep  into  the  houfe  while  I 
was  there.  I  therefore  went  to  my  hrpuier's,  and  obtained  fome 
refrelhments  and  warmth:  then  I  retired  and  poured  out  my  foul 
before  God,    who  was  pleafed  to  continue,  to  nte  the  fpirit  of 

.grace  and  of  fupplication,  and  forfook  me  not  in  this  day  of  great 

,  trouble. 

About  noon  I  alked  my  lifter,  to  go  with  me  to  my  father *5, 
whieK  Ihe  readily  djd,  and  fincljng  him,  in  the  houfe  and  the  door 

.  locked^    we  went  to  the  windp^.     My  fifte?  laid, '  **  Now,  fa- 

.  thcr,    I  hope  y<>ur  a^g^ir  is  *o.ver,  and  yw  will  let  my  filler  in," 

intreatiaghiintob§;r^,Oncilcd,  \^hUe  I  ^rA  out  with  ms9l  tears 

-      .;      *  ..  "  to. 
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to  fee  hfan  fb  ai^.  1  do  not  ithimk  fit  to  mention  sfll  he  fiiid,  but 
among  other  things  he  protefted,  that  he  would  not  give  me  one 
pennj  fo  long  as  he  lived,  nor  when  he  died,  but  that  he  would 
iboner  leave  his  fiibilance  to  a  ftranger  than  to  me.  Thefe  ex- 
preffions  were  cutting,  and  made' my  heart  fink:  thought  I,  what 
will  become  of  me?  To  go  to  fervice  and  work  hard  is  a  rnsw 
thh^  to  me,  who  am  vcir  yot^i^ :  What  fhall  I  do  ? .  Yet  ftUl 
I  thought  I  had  &  ^pxxt.Qoo  tA  ^  to,,  and  diat  was  then  a  very 
feafond>le  word,  **  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forfake 
me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  upC"^ 

Perceivii^  my  filter'^  pleadings  wefe  vain,  I  defired  my  father 
to  ^ve  n^  mv  9ible,  if  h^  would  not  pleafe  to  let  me  in ;  Trtiich 
he  alfo  lefufed,  faying,  «  Th4t  he  was  reiblved  I  Ihouhl'not 
have  a  penny  nor  a  penoyVwonh  as  lolig  ashe  lived."  On  this 
I  went  home  wi^  my  fitter,  bitt^y;  Weeping,  and  withdrew  in- 
to her  chamber,  where  the  I^rd  g^ve  hopes  of  a  better  inheri- 
tance. Now  I  was  willing  tQgo  to  fervice,  and  to  be  ftriptyf 
all, for  Chrifi;  i  1  faw  that  I  had  a  better  portion  thai!  that  of 
filver  or  gold,  and  was.enabled  to  believe  J  (houk}  ney^r  wanu 

My  inclination  waa  to  go  to  my  £ither  once  msore ;  and  finee 
he  was  fo  very  ahgr^  both*  with  (my  brother  sgul  fifter,  I'  cscmclu-- 
ded  to  go  alone.  ;  Upoir^ndiig  to  the  dooi:  I  fi:>und  it  {>artiy 
open,  ami' the  key  besn^on Ihe  oSifide, ' ami*my  father w^kiiini  :I 
puAed  the  door,  gentiy,  and  was  abbbt  to  enter,  .whieh  he  por- 
ceivii^,  ran  haftity  to  Ihm  it,  aod  had  i  iiotinAiinily  withdveiMi, 
one  of  my  legshad  bi^nbetwe^^  the  door  and  tiie  threflioldJ  U 
would  not  be  fo  uncivil  to  my  father  ad  to  lock  him  inib  his  mm 
houfe;  howler,  having  this  opportunity  I  tocA:  the  key,.^i|U 
tending  when  he  was  gone  out  to  veilturis  in  and  lie  at  his  metii^. 
After  a  while^he  came  aAd  looked  behind  the  houfe^  and  feeii^ 
me  fianding  In  a  narrow'  pafilage  by  a  pond,  laid  hold  on  me  fay-^ 
ing/  "  Huflcy !  give  me  the  key  quickly,  or  elfe  I  will  throw 
you  inito  the*  pond."  I  immediately  refigned  it  with  filenCe  and 
fadncfs.  ^  . 

It  appeared  in  vain  to  contend ;  I  therefore  went  down  'Ac 
iclofes  to  a  wood  fide,  with  fighs  and  groans,  and  a  heart  full  of 
forrow,  when  this  fcripture  came  again  into  my  mind,  "^*  Call 
upon  me  and  I  will  anfwer  thee,  and  (hew  thee  great  and  mighty 
things  which  thou  knoweft  not."  The  night  was  dark,  but,  1 
kept  dn  to  the  wood,  where  I  poured  out  my  foul  to  Goo  with 
many  tears.  And  that  word  alfo  greatly  comforted  me.  *  "The 
eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous;  and  his  ears  are  open 
to  their  cry."  I  believed  his  ears  were  opeA  to  a  poor  difccrii-' 
folate  creature,  fuch  as  myfelf,  and  tha't  bis  h^art'  was  towards 
me,  •      "  '  ^  ' 

I  flayed  In  this  place  fo  long  as  gav^  great  concern  to 'cpy 
trotUer  and  Jirfer,    who^hadYent  one  of  tnfeir  naen  to   knoiT 


«bey  fvret^t  abwt  fcjek-ing  mfi.  bm  ftpuW^n^  {i«4  iPf ►     At  W«J^ 

4ion,  t^acl4Jho^bt  oothifif  ^ul4#iikpyc  roe;  ^t^^^UsI  ]^  FcUr, 
,  I  w«i^,4i  poprir^^k  preaturf. 

My  4ea^  Srotber,  *     '      , 

I  Believe  yoa  will  be  gla^  to  liear,  th?i  ibe  tord  is  carrying  pn 
his  Work  in  nfy  foul.  wiA  th^  feme  power  a^  w^icn  I  wrote 
laft,  and  that  I  have  loR'hothirt^  which  h^  h:>d  wrought;  but 
.  through  his  unbounded  mertjy,  I  find  an  tncreife;^of  lo\ne  and  zeal, 
a xloler  cTmotj  with  Jesus  my  Lbrd,  and  am  more  ti)aTi  ev^r  dfe- 
▼oted  tb  his'MefTed  wiM.    I  rejoice  iti  hope  that  he  itill  wholly 
fabdiMi  my  wiit,  fo  that  1  fliafl  ii«t  teal  4  wifli  tiiat  any  Uiing  with- 
in,  or  witbont  me,  ftotiM  be  a»y  •tHevwifa  than  as  he  imcredt 
it  tf  be.     I  daily  firisre  'to  apakia  bmt  adiraiiAaa  in  this  grate  af 
refi^taoii;  yet^  atfiunc  leafoBa^  ifodisytratf  not  ^«^eil  p  leafed 
-it^h  mhai  the  liord  pcrimtsi  foaacitnBei  with'  reffM^Q  iOo  k^^»fi 
jhsaga;  hut  Ottre  fre(|«cntly  I'dfeQang  the.fta«0  of  ^  p\f9  Mfiti, 
d  djffe  net  fa}r,  chat  I  am  iwwe  ready  ihrM^i^  ib^nlie  if  to  give; 
.-intt  I  feci  the  iiraiit  of  palieoce.  whm  I  ooa&jkr  how  0owly  I/i^- 
tr»Qae  in  the  Amne  li&u  mi  fakh,  icrvie.  ii^ek'ne^  g^i^eiAi  kf- 
isihty,  aimi  fclgnalipfi  «o  the  williaf  nay  God^       . 

O  how  itoaeh  ii  to  be  doiie  tik  the  foul,  even  afrer  we  have  die 

witnefs^  that  we  are  cleanffed  from  all  |hhiaefa  of  iefh  and  rpirit, 

More  we  are  perfe£l,  and  enbjre,  wanting  aoth  hg !.    But,  I  biefs 

the  Lovd,  that  I  am  (^t  fie^'frath  all  aribeliof«  aqd  that  I  feel  no 

corrupt  flrivings  of  the  fleOi,  againft  the  inflaenee  of  the  Holy 

.$p>H|.    So  that  if  lo^ifd,  ft  a)u{l )}« in  open  day^  as  J^fus;  the 

JL^ght  pi  U&,  aver  goes  before  me  :    but  the  pattern  is  too  brig))t 

(«  for  aie  to  look  upon,   with  that  Aeadinefs  I  couM  ^i&'     ^ 

would' imitate,  but  I  know  not  well  how  to  do  it.  yet  will  fptlaw 

,  aitef,  l>earing  the  croCs  of  my  own  infirmities,  Ipr  fach  I  often 

frcl  ignor<^nce  to  be;  ^4  -alfo^  the  want  of  a  proper  htbit  o( 

wind  to  f(^f  k  the  honoiir  of  Cod  in  all  that  I  do :  JSm  In  the 

i^ipwlcdge  of  thefe  things,  I  cannot  tell  yon  how  precious  Chrift 

la  to  ,mi^  and  how  n^y  foa)  cfeavc$  to,  and  tejojces  in  blm;  never 

findiiig  my(c)f  elated,  un4er  any  difcovrries  of  his  lOvc  to  me,  or 

when  I  am  enabled  to  be  faithlbl  to  his  grace,  or  profiiable  'to 

..  <jthcrs.;  but  fyiftly  Pyipg  to  Jcfus  under  a  fenfc  of  my  own  in- 

.  .fufliciencv  fpr  any  good  word  or  work,  being  {enfible  that  Tejw- 

"^'tptcd  ff^m  h'tn  I  can  do  authing  welt.     This  tiuth'i^  (oittd  1a 

my 
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my  mind,  that  I  never  fet  about  any  go6i  work  witfioiit  pr^r  ; 
nor  ever  end  one,  without  examination- whether  I  fought  to  pleafe 
myfelf^  or  whether  itiy  foul  wbrfhipped  and  gave  the  praife  to  the 
Giver  of  all  fsood  :  For  I  never  waf  nlore  fenfible  thi^n  I  arh  at 
prcfent,  that  all  within  me  is  expofed  to  his  view,  nor  ever  more 
dafirous  of  pleafing  him  in  all  things  :  And  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is^  any  thing  which  I  fear  fo  much,  as  feeking  to  pleafe  my* 
felf :  As  I  feel  mf  OMrn  weaknefs,  I  fear  a  Turprfze,  either  from- 
Mi  or  Sataa^, 

O  that  my  foul  was  wholly  loft  itt  God,  and  that  I*  could  zW 
ways  fayupoa  gdod  ground,  *'  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift.'*     ^r 
thi«  niy  minil  is  di^eply  engaged  ;    artd  I  (hall  never  be  fully  ratis- 
fi^dtiil  i  am  fo.  d(ervote<}  to  him,  that  my  whole  foal  ^may  be  tfded- 
withuhe  foilnefsi'of  God.     I  praife  his  facred  name,  that  he  thus 
engages  mtt'tO'himfalti  add  that  he  fo  clearly  difcbv^rs  his  lov6  to 
im»;    For  hef#lTdft,  like  a  (hip  at  anchor.      I  fllall  obtain,  be« 
caufehe  who  hath  cblled  me  is  faithful  and  trite.    O  yes;  I  now^ 
it^  a  full  afiumneejfaa^he  willdo  it :   And  why  hot  fo<m  ;  yea, 
vtiy^h^xti?'  (tdtfgjhe  hath  th«  eoi^mand  of  my  heart;   for  I  am 
hisi,  a«kl:hifi^d)on»/    'i  «iii  at  no  life,  but' that  <^  devotcfdnefs- tt» 
bim^    HiB'knd^Mib^thatahereiSinoae  in  beilven  dr  in  earth  thar  I 
dfdir^^helidf stfaip  ;-  .Yf^k  { iW-  )>e#fft>  dxliits  in  this  i  lihifrtyi^    I  bire 
MUfr;  Ickp^  fhtt  llov^  biiib.;    4iid  eiren  n^or.  foefa  tos  gbrlfy' 
hiin  wit&>U  tfi9:r#fi«lvefir  pQwerfii  a£  tiiy  fool ;   y^  Ivcanliol  hel^> 
d;:j|iJiQg3to*d«:ihmoi!e^Mifc  help  me  by  ywcpdaycrr;  it 

i(,W.0f  jEe:|iir'^at;l:a(k.  thb  fif»t  Euaoue  i-.  Bui  yoniknow^  wi«[i  k 
i%l9  We»:  and.  i^  bav}e>  fitM-afefsft  lo  ih^^ throat  of  Giftce. 
.1  o^nihM'tiut  telt  vo«,  •tl^  m^  fodl  irdelighted  witlh  the  ordet 
ofXifod  hi  .ffie^'WiiVR  ef  erl^tiori;  >fp^ially  with  regard  tb-  man,' 
2» Httny^betlet^'tfaeebr^lett 'rt^itiMft  df  his  nalpre  t  But  I  alfo 
adtt«  thef? bolide  fo«rleaV'irig»  his* will  free,  by  which  he-  bath  fo' 
woiideiff(ttty;^Sfp)iyed;hi^iave  atid>  jjoweff  ;  his  love,  in  fo  fpeedily 
rtftltring.4i^2to4:hifA<(^t3¥,  by  him  %s^ho  hath  tnade  a  fiill  atones 
nMitier  dCir^fiiU  ;^  and  •  hit  povv^T',  in  renewing  o^r  fouls  in  rig^^' 
teournefs  and  bolinefs,  tti  whieh^  w^w^fe  created.    Ainkl'does  1031& 
tbe  heart  of  mybro^bef  ]ti^jili«0,ifDt&bu:asiwelI.a&ii  the  high  ho* 
tipti(,i^fa|r^ tj^ivyou,  in  revealing  his  Son  in  you,  and  iii 
giving^  you  a  commiltloti  to  preach  his  Gofpel,  with  the  demon* 
iiratioa  of  his  Spirit,  fo  4)ui  £aAAU.&clv  tbe  truth  of  the  word» 
tepent  and  turn  to  G04  ?     But  what  jnanner  pf  Ijf^  (hould  your's 
be  ?    Ho#  -hMji,  juft]  and^umWifthtabfe  ftonW  yoiir  Behaviour  be» 
both  towards  God  and  man  ?,  Your  foul  (hould  be  pure  as  a  glafs 
it)  Wfeh  Ifemiglk  refltS  hisimage  ;  .and,your  life  a  tranfchpt^rf 
hi«  holy  Jaw.     This  has  been,  and  I  truft  ftill  is,  the  principal 
^ti^w^  jfom  foAX.    ton  laaraaofeldc-topleafe'yoorfdf^  as^you' 
Ktiow^th«|ija:tA9&H^(l.fpfel«£;)the.wml,~  **  Ym  aidrmlti yoir 
OMtit,'*  btt  fojMlily^  d^dfti^a^^io.hiiiifeinrtce,  whos  toth^waihdl^ 
^*bm^}it£an\^Jhk^i^A^^  Thl^^^oieyati^QitrfbOBetotoi 

liv^ 
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live  in  a  proper  difpofition  of  Tout  to  pleafe  him  in  all  ihifigs.  I  • 
hope,  that  it  is  now  no  pain  to  you  to  feel  the  truth  of  his  word, 
**  Without  roe«  ye  can  oo  nothing  ?  '*  So  that  if  you  thould  feel 
(even  when  you  are  called  to  publiOi  his  word)  that  you  are  very 
ignorant,  and  very  helplefs  ;  yet  from  that  experience  which  you 
have  had,  you  are  able  tc^  fay,,  **  I  will  glory  in  my  infirmities ; 
fo  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  me/'  To  be  eftabliflied 
iqt  this  difpoGtion.  is  a  great  conqueft  over  naturet  and  rightly  dif* 
pofes  the  foul  to  go  to  Chrift  for  continual  afliftance,  and  to  feeJi 
the  glory  of  God  in  all  things. 

A  fenfe  of  my  own  indigence  and  incapacitv  to  do  any  thing, 
without  Chrift  being  made  the  wiClom  of  Goa  and  the  power  of 
God  to  me,  has  been  a  peculiar  blefling :  for  now,  when  I  am 
called  (in  my  little  way)  to  a^  for  him,  by  looking  ta  Jefus  and 
receiving  fpiritual  virtue  from  him,  I  am  delivered  from  all  that 

tiain  of  mind  I  ufed  to  feelj  in  a  fenfe  of  my  ignorsnce  and  in« 
i^ffici^ncy,  for  fpeaking  in  the  name  of  the  Lard,  Here  »l{b  I 
enjoy  true  liberty, of  mind ;  I  live  in  ibe  Spirit,  «nd  endeavour  to 
improve  evei^y  difpenfation,  not  fearing  tnv  difcovery  that  maykie 
made  of  my  .imperfe£lioni»  either  to  inyfelf  or  \%  uhera :  for  in 
this  fenfe  alfp,*  I  caft  all  my  caire  upon  him  wiio  oareth  for  me. 
*  In  the  laft  letter  I  received  fnm  you,  you  fiiy,  thttt  I  chink  too 
highly  of  you.;  perhaps  in  this,  yon  may  think  I  fytMk  loo  highly 
ei  myfeif.  Yec,.  I  believe,  I  Wfite  in  the  deepeft  fimplictty  of 
mtndi  as  I  do  HOC  know  tfaoit  t  fedtany  thing  but  moftual  edifica*- 
tson ;  for  I  woold  not  that  ycni,  my  mmre  thin  myretf,  IhouM 
come  fliort  of  iny  kmiwlecke  of  ttijoyfiient  of  God*  that  tveate 
Cipable  of  attaining  in  this  fiCe.  Liet  «>  theo»  by  coiiftast  prayer, 
and  aflive  faith,  follow  after  love,  anid  that  dfgvet.of  it  wbict^ 
**  (eeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  provoked,  but  bqiMth,  fuffeicth^ 
helieveth,  hopeth,  and  enduretli  all  things."  So  Oiall  we  be  imi* 
tatorsof  the  meek  and  lowly  J ss us,  paifs  qaietly  tbe  remaimier 
of  our  days  in  the  anfwer  of  9  ^d  confcien^e  towtti4s  God  and 
men,  and  be.  fitted  for  the:glorioos  apd  eter&al  Reft  which  the 
Loird  hath  provided  for^heni  ti^iyt  love  btm«  ,. 

1  am,  youriafe&aoaace  BixKher,    • 

GeOROI  ClrARK. 

From; Mr.  John  NtuCHw,  to  Mr.  Wt$t.i:Y. 

NewcaAlep  July  1^,  1746. 


Dear  Father  in  the  Lord« 


npI^IS.  cornea  with  my  doty  tojois,  and  to  let  foa  know  faoW 

^^  t^^d  jU  in  tHefe. parti. .    God ia greatly  rcivtVingbis  work 

toth Ji&  town  iind  in  tbe  country,  «i  lar  aa  I  can  find.  There  hat 

Uct'  more  juftified  within  thefe  five  arceka»  than  fibr  ievcial. 

months 
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nontbi  paft :  To  God  be  all  the  glory  :  For  I  fee  isore  clearly 
than  ever,  that  the  good  that  is  done^pon  earth,  he  doth  it  him« 
felfy  and  he  will  not  give  his  honour fb  another. 

I  have  lately  been  at  Brother  Brown's  at  Newlands.  There 
vere  a  great  many  hearers,  aiid  we  were  blefled  with  peace ;  fo  that 
I  believe  it  will  be  well  to  vifit  that  place,  as  the  people  feern 
willing  to  hear  :  But  Sunderland  (hould  not  be  negle3d,  as  the 
facred  fire  is  already  kindled  there.  Several  have  found  redemption 
in  the  blood  of  Chrift;  and  many  more  cannot  reft  day  or  night; 
but  are  crying  out,  "  Jefus,  thou  fon  of  David,  have  mercy  oq 
me.**  I  ice  the  necelftty  of  ufing  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech  ;  for 
till  a  man  fee  that  he  is  a  condemned  finner,  he  will  not  forfake 
all  and  follow  the  defpifed  Jesus.  All  our  preaching  feemed  to 
be  as  the  words  of  one  having  a  pleafant  voice  to  this  people,  till 
a  month  ago.  Oh  the  Lord's-day  I  went  and  preached  to  them  on 
tbefe  words,  *'  Prepare  to  meet  thy  Cod.'*  The  Lord  enabled  m< 
to  fpeak  fuch  fliarp  words,  fo  that  my  own  mind  was  greatly  af- 
iefted,  and  many  that  heard  me  flarted,  as  if  the  earth  was  about 
to  open  her  mouth  under  them,  and  let  them  drop  down  into  hell. 
Since  then,  many  have  been  fenfibte  of  their  fin  and  raifery,  and 
others  have  been  delivered'  from  the  fpirit  of  bondage,  and  have 
received  the  Spirit  of  adoption.  Sifter  Murry  has  been  greatly 
bleft  to  them.  She  vifited  them  twice,  and  there  were  two  fet  at 
liberty  the  firft  time  (he  went,  and  five  the  fecond. 

My  beft  prayers  attend  you.  I  am  your  unworthy  fon^  to  ferve 
in  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift, 

•  John  NstsoK. 

From  »#»«•♦,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

'  Feb.  23,  1788. 

rr  feethj'very  long  fince  I  received  a  Letter  from  tny  moft  ho* 
noured  and  beloved  friend.  But  I  believe  the  time  would  have 
appeared  much  longer,  but  that  there  is  no  day  palFes  without  my 
feeling  ^ii^fpeakable  union  with  your  fpirit  before  the  throne  of 
Grace.  For  it  is  become  quite  as  natural  for  me  to  pray  for  you 
as  for  my  own  foul.     I,  fee)  ypu  as  near,  and  as  dear. 

Notwithftandingmy  long  l^ence,  I  need  not  fay  how  high  a 
gratification  it,  is,  to  receive  a  letter  from  you.  Ir  love  merits 
your  confidence;  I  have  a  peculiar  claim  upon  you  :  But  on  any 
other  account  I  do  not  fay  that  I  have  any  right  to  expe£l  it.  My 
father,  I  never  think  of  you  but  my  heart  overflows  with  filial  re- 
gard.  I  amiCure  that  it  was  divine  love  which  firft.  united,  and  dill 
unites  my  foul  to  you. 

Vol.  XX.  Auguft,  1797..  You 

3l 
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You  have  a(k«4  ^^  fome  impQitant  queftions  which  I  hape  I 
can  anfwer,  and  for  which  I  fincerely  thank  you.  I  am  a  good 
deal  employed  in  the  fefviceSof  my  blefTed  Qoid,  which  is  perfefk 
Viberty  to  my  foul.  O  to  love  him  more,  and  to  fcrve  him  more 
faithfully  !  But  my  heft  fervices  ar^  fuch,  that  I  am  afhamed  to 
look  up  for  hi$  acceptance  of  them:  yef,  to  my  aflonifhment,  he 
accepts  ;  yea,  he  rewards,  far,  far  above  apy  thing  I  could  either 
aflc  or  think,  fo  that  I  am  left  without  power  fp  praife  him,  b\it 
often  Gnk  under  the  weight  of  divine  mercy.  He  is  GoD  1  And 
God  only  knows  the  Love  of  God  !  ^ 

I  meet  three  clafles  and  two  bands,  fo  that  with  vifiting  the 
fick,  attending  to  relative  and  other  duties,  I  have  not  one  liqur 
that  I  oan  call  my  own,  except  that  which  I  ileal  abnight,  or  ia 
the  moining. 

But  you  aflc,  ^'  Does  nothing  interrupt  or  leflen  my  communion 
with  God  ?  "  I  well  remember'wben  I  could  experimentally  fay, 
**  Prone  to  wand.r,"  Lord  I  feel  it !  prone  to  leave  th«  God  I 
love  : "  But  I  dare  not,  I  cannot  fay  fo  now,  without  lying  to  the 
Holy  G  ho  ft ;  for  I  am  upheld  by  the  divine  power :  His  light  en* 
lightens  my  foul ;  his  love  hath  crucified  me  to  the  world.  No* 
thing. hinders  my  communion  with  him.  Sleeping  and  waking,  I 
feel  the  communications  of  his  Love»  and  my  foul  continually 
breathes,  "My  life,  my  portion  thou!  Thou  all- fufficient  art." 
But  I  am  not  at  all  times  equally  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  oF  bis 
glorious  Pcefence.  This,  in  a  great  m^afui^,  I  niake  no  doubt,  is 
owing  to  my  unfaithfulnefs  to  the  leadings  Qf  his  Holy  Spirit. 
But  yari(^US  at)d  i(xexplicable  are  the  operations  of  his  Spirit  oa 
mv  heart.  At  times,'  mine  eyes  become  as  fountains  of  tears,  ami 
I  feel  dc-firous  to  pour  c^t  my  life  before  him.  At  other  times,  I 
have  fuch  clear  views  of  the  love  which  has  purfued  me  from  my 
infancy,  delivered  me  from  Various  daAg*r«j  ft\ares  and  deaths, 
and  in  a  thoufand  different  ways  called  for  my  worthlefs  heart; 
'  fuch  awfuf,  yet  joyful  appiehenfions  of  the  love,  power,  and 
prcfence,  of  the  Great  Three  One:,  as  fills  my  favil  with  ftrug- 
gles  for  immortality,  with  infinite  defire  to  love,  worlhip,  and 
obey  him,  with  the  ftrength  of  thofe  redeemed,  and  releafe<J  Spirits,, 
who  continually  behold  him  with  open  face.  Bleflfed  thought! 
Xhiimorial  {hall  put  on  imivortaliiy,  and  I  (hall  join  thefe  wor- 
(h'lpptrs  !  Glory  to  him,  whofe  light  makes  tbe  darknefs  roani- 
fell,  fo  that  1  have  a  contijiLMl  view  of  ivy  ignorance,  impoteiicy, 
poveity,  and  (hame  :  But  at  times,  thefe  views  are  inexpreflibly 
deep  and  enlarged  :  I  feel  as  it  there  were  not.  fuch  another  crea- 
ture in  the  univerfe  as  myfelf ;  fo  Hitle  ;  fo  vile  !  But  while  I  lay 
low  befoie  him,  I  fink  into  felf-abafement,  and  am  often  coo- 
llraincd  to  cry,  **  Hide  me  earth  :  the  finner  hide  !"  'I  am  filled 
with  pioftrate  love,  with  joy  unfpeakable.  A  thoufandth  patt of 
his  love  to  me,  1  canrvot  find  words  to  explain  ;  biit  wy  fpiritrcfts 
in  joyful  hope.  Satan  frequently  ftrivcs  to  hurl  mc  wi  the  night 
feafon,  but  I  am  faved  by  faitih  in  the  power  of  Jtsus.     I  am 

often 
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ofien  much  blell  in  dreams  \  and  frequently  awake  talking  to  him 
as  a  man  with  his  friend.  O  I  cannot  tell  what  I  felt  fome  .tinrue 
ago  in  a  dream.  I  thought  my  bi other  came  into  the  room  where 
I  was.  I  knew  it  to  be  his  fpirit,  and  I  knew  him  to  he  h^ippy ; 
yet  I  was  filled  with  awe,  and  was  much  diflreffed  becaufe  I  faw 
that  he  inAantly  perceived  it,  and  flood  at  fome  diftance  from  me ; 
though  I  did  not  meet  bis  eyes,  left  he  fhould  fee  it.  However 
by  looking  ai  him  it  quite  wore  off,  and  I  rofe  from  my  feat,  and 
walked  up  to  him,  He  then  flreiched  out  his  hand,  and  I 
took  hold  of  it.  We  converfed  fome  time,  and  I  afked  him  fe- 
veral  queflions,  which  I  cannot  recolleft.  But  what  he  faid  filled 
my  foul  with  adoration.  We  then,  in  the  fame  inflant,  beg^n 
that  Chorus  out  of  the  MefTiah  and  fang  it  through,  **  Hallelujah  ! 
**  for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth.  Hallelujah.  The 
•*  kingdoms  of  the  world  are  become  the  kingdoms  ot  our  Lord 
"  and  his  Chrifl,  and  he  Ihall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  Hallelu-? 
"  jah  !  "  Such  flfength  and  power  to  prhife  the  Lord  I  never 
felt  before.  I  believe  it  was  fomething  like  that  which  1  (hall  feel 
in  Eternity.  My  foul  thirfls  for  conformity  to  him.  Help  me  by 
youf  prayers.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  full  my  heart  is  of  flrong 
defire,  of  ardent  prayer  for  your  happinefs.  I  long  to  hear  from 
you.*   I  am  your's,  3cc^  **♦ 


From  the  Hon.  and  Rev*  Mr.  Shirley,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir,  Nov.  i,  1760. 

THE  bad  ftate  of  Health  of  your  dear  Brother  gives  me  fen- 
fible  concern  ;  his  unparallelled  tcndernefs  and  aflfeftion  10 
me,  under  the  late  heavy  misfortunes  of  our  family,  demand  the 
utmoft  of  my  gratitude  and  love.  Let  him  pardon  me,  that  my 
prayers  are  frequent  to  the  Throne  of  God,  ihat  he  will  reflorc 
him  to  his  bodily  health,  and  continue  him  yet  a  litile  longer  a 
bleffing  to  his  Church  and  people. 

I  hope  my  time  a<  ****  was  not  paffed  unprofitably.  I  had 
many  ferious  converfaiions  with  Lady  ****^  who  afforded  nae  a 
more  fa\^ourable  attention  than  I  could  ever  have  expefled.  There 
is  a  certain  nobleriefs  of  heart,  and  a  love  of  trtith  fo  deeply  in. 
grafted  in  her,  that  furely  fhe  mufl  come  right  at  }afti  She  w^s 
plcafed  to  allow  what  I  laid  to  be  highly  reafonable,  and  I  xttxtk 
that  when  her  poor  heart  feels  the  wretched  Want^of  ihofe.  chm^ 
forts  which  the  realizing  of  the/e  Truths  can  only  give,  file  wili 
rerolleft  the  Remedy  which  GoD  enabled  me  to  point  out  tb  her, 
and  that  a  due  a'pplicaiion  of  it  will  be  made' to  the  healing  df 
her  wounded  fpirit,  through  the  precious  -Balfam  df  the  aconing 
Btood. 

3  I  2  '    '    lpreache<*  ^ 
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I  preached  three  times  at  Moyra,  and  find  the  people  there 
ready  enough  to  acknowledge  the  tiuth,  but  very  backward  io 
embracing  it.  On  my  return  home  I  preached  at  Mr.  Piers's 
church  at  Killefhee  near  Longford,  and  (as  I  am  told)  a  young 
woman  received  Grace  under  the  Word.  In  fliort,  I  find  my  ex- 
curfions  are  more  bled,  than  my  labours  in  my  own  parifli :  This 
is  a  great  grief  to  me :  I  am  neverthelefs  nbt  difcouraged*  but 
wait  God's  time,  in  bumble  expe£i:ation  that  he  will  vifit  this 
people,  and  give  me  to  fee  of  the  travail  of  my  foul  and  be 
fatisfied. 

In  the  mean  time,  dear  Sir,  let  me  intreat  you  neither  to  for- 
bear warnmg  nor  reproof,  if  you  hear  any  thing  of  me  you  deem 
biameable  :  And  be  perfuaded,  that  your  ingenuous  franknefs  on 
fuch  occaHons,  will  be  ever  acknowledged  as  the  beft  proof  ot 
your  love  and  efteem  for  me. 

Above  all  things,  I  requeft  your  earned  wrefllings  with  Goo 
in  my  behalf,  that  I  may  not  be  found  an  unprofitable  fervant  in 
the  day  of  the  Lord ;  but  that  I  may  rejoice  with  you  andl  the 
faints  of  God  in  glory,  both  I  and  the  children  whom  the  Lord 
God  {hall  give  me. 

^May  the  ever  BIcfled  and  Eternal  Goo  profper  you  and.  the 
work  of  your  hands. 

Your  very  afFe£lionate  Brother  in  the  Lord  Jefus, 

Walter  Shirley. 

Pray  let  me  hear  what  ftate  of  health  poor  Mr.  Charles  Wefley 
is  in.  Tell  him  of  my  love,  and  my  conilant  prayers  for  hitn,  as 
indeed  fojr  you  both. 

If  Brother  Jaco  is  with  you,  I  beg  you  will  make  him  my  moft 
affeftionate  rc^efts.  I  have  not  aiifwered  his  letter,  not  knowing 
for  a  certainty  where  he  is. 


From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coll£y,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

London,  S,ept.  28,  1762. 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

THOUGH  it  is  through  much  tribulation  we  muft.  enter  the 
Kingdom,  yet  what  happinefs  redounds  to  us  in  tne  midil  of 
Our  fufierings,  when  we  refle^l  that  they  will  (hortly  end,  and  paio 
Ihail  be  no  moref  What  iben  have  we  to  do  here,  but  to  flrengjhen 
one  another's  hands,  that  we  all  rhav  be  good  foldiers  ot  Jefus 
Chrift  ?  We  arc  as  ike  filth  and  off-fcouring  of  the  world,  but 
what  of  that,  if  wc  appear  fo  to  roan,  we  do  not  to  God,  who 
fees  I  he  heart.  This  is  our  glory,— our  crown  of  rejoicing,  that 
whilft  we  are  defpifed  of  nien,.we  are  approved  of  Him,  who 
fees  things  as  they  are,  and  not  according  to  appearance. 

But 
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'  But  my  dear  Sir,  I  travail  in  pain  for  you^  till  CbriA  be  tvholly 
formed  in  you.  I  io  love  ^ou,  and  cannot  forget  to  pray  for 
yoQ.  Sbali  I  be  teatsber  dwhtle  ?  Sball  1  endeavour  to  point  you 
out  the  way  ?  Nay,  ffiall  I  ratber  brin^  to  remembrance  your  own 
doflrine?  Your  late  obfervation  upon  a  paiTage  in  Ephefians  I 
know  is  the  truth;  and  cannot  you,  I  fay,  cannot  you,  put  it  into 
praflice  ?  Try,  Sir,  cwm  quid  Untare  nocebit  ?  *  This  is  the 
Scripture,  •'  in  whom  («»riap^«»li?,)  believing,  or  qfUr  ye  believed, 
(being  indefinite)  ^e  a^^r^^a/iffi."  Now,  you  plainly  fee,  Faith 
irnit  go  before  the  reception  of  the  promife,  (I  do  not  mean,  a  be- 
lieving of  the  repprt,  or  that  it  will  be,  but  that  it  is  done).  This 
is  confirmed  by  our  Lord's  words  (Mark  ii.  23.)  *'  Whofoever  Jhall 
Jay,  &c.  &LC.  Jhall  nQt  doubt  in  his  hearty  (the  doubt  fpoils  all) 
hut  believe  that  theihij^s  which  he  Jaith  {y'^f*^^  Jiuni)  are  come  to 
fafs,  he  Jhall  have  whaifoever  he  faith '^^  Jn  the  next  verfe,  "  When 
you  fray,  rir»ri^«l«  Jt*  y^^fiaittit)  Relieve  you  do  receive,  (it»l  Um  v^ut) 
and  ye  Jhall  have  it.  St.  Johti,  in  his  id  Epif.  v.  15,  irengthens 
this  affertion,  by  faying,  *'  ^  we  know  that  heheareth  us^  whatjo* 
ever  we  ajk,  we  know  toe  Have  the  petitions  we  dejired  oj  him.'* 

Now  herein  lies  the  difficulty  :  When  we  are  determined  to  call 
ourfelves  upon  the  Truth  of  the  Promife  of  God,  Satan,  in  order 
to  prevent  our  being  blelTed,  draws  our  eye  from  God,  to  fee  how 
things  are  within.  Immediately  Faith  fails,, and  we  really  are  no 
better  than  we  were  :  But  in  order  to  fucceed,  we  muft  not 
hearken  at  all  to  his  inje6liQns,  but  keep  our  foul  up  to  the  light? 
for  according  to  the  old  faying,  Nequeo  Jimul  Jorbere  S  Jlare — 
**  I  cannot  look  upward  and  do«vnward  at  once." 

Notwithflanding  this  is  an  important  truth,  it  is  looked  upon  as 
the  gieateft  abfurdity.  Hell  feems  mightily  to  oppofe  it,  as  being 
that  artillery  whereby  we  (hall  moft  of  all  weaken,  yea,  fubdue 
the  powers  of  darknels.  We  (hall  be  fo  habituated  to  it,  by  and 
bye,  that  it  will  be  as  natural  to  believe  whilft  we  pray,  that 
God  hears  and  anfwcrs,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  to  diibelieve. 

Now  certainly  it  is  hard  for  a  feafon,  and  flefh  and  blood  db 
not  care  to  be  put  fo  much  out  of  the  way ;  but  rather  fay,  "  Ln 
us  build  a  tabernacle  here.'*  It  is  far  cafier  to  fay,  I  will  wait  the 
Lord's  time :  Or,  I  believe  God  will  filF  me  with  all  his  Fulneft  ; 
than  uyufidter^ctt  iiath^Tr,  agonize  to  enter  farther  into  the  i^race 
wherein  we  ftand  : — Or,  nowto  receive  a  part  of  that  Fulnefs.  To 
put  Faith  into  pra£lice,  nothing  is  plainer,  than  that  we  muft  have 
fome  particular  point  to  aini  at ;  and  this  of  neceflity  muft  ovefr 
turn  the  general  notion  of  a  gradual  work.  Do  not  take  me 
wrong.  Sir  ;  I  mean,  the  notion  which  the  generality  of  the  peo- 
ple hold,  of  Aiding  with  an  infenfible  afcent  into  perfeB'  faolinefs. 
Gradual,  or  flep  by  ftep,  iignifics,  that  I  have  got  fomething  to 
fet  my  foot  upon  firmly,  and  can  plainly  fee  I  have  afcended  a  ftep 
bigher^    My  next  aim  muft  be  at  the  next  ftep,  and  fo  00  (gradi- 

^  For  what  danger  can  thej^M  iti  making  the  trial  ? 

bus) 
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bus)  ftep  by  Aep,  till  I  have  got  to  the  top  oF  Jacob's  ladder. 
This  (oTt  of  progreflion,  I  think,  either  is,  or  might  be  made 
obvious  to  every  capacity,  and  then  would  ceafe  the  coatentions 
about  gradual  and  inflantamous. 

,  As  to  the  outward  ftate  of  the  church,  I  have  rtfafon  to  believe 
in  general  it  is  well.  We  may  be  aflured,  whenever  the  Lord 
works  mightily,  fatan,  and  his  nature  in  the  heart  of  man,  will  be 
offended.  It  is  true,  here  are  fome  irregularities,  (when  are  there 
not  ?)-— unavoidable  ones :  But  as  they  creep  in,  fo  will  they  creep 
but.  Sion,  however,  profpers ; — both  lengthens  her  cords,  and 
ftrengthens  her  flakes.  Bleffings  defcend  in  abundance.  May 
the  Lord  grant  you  a  part  in  them,  and  that  you  may  return  to  us 
again  in  the  fulnefs  ot  the  bleffing  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  is  the 
unfeigned  prayer  of,  Reverend  Sir, 

Your's  in  the  befi  of  bonds, 
«  Benjamin  ColleV. 


I 


From  Mrs.  P.  to  Mr.  S. 

My  dear  Friend,  London,  April,  19,  ij^j. 

Often  think  with  pleafure  upon  the  time  that  I  was  firft  ac- 
quainted with  you,  and'have  reafon  to  be  thankful  for  the  in- 
flru£lions  I  received  under  your  miniftr}* ;  and  alfo,  for  the  bene- 
fit I  obtained  in  converfing  with  you  upon  the  deep  things  of  God. 
I  frequently  call  to  mind,  how  clearly  you  fet  forth  the  way  of 
Faith,  and  inforced  an  immediate  looking  to  Jefus  for  a  prefent 
falvation.  You  conflantly  encouraged  us  to  cotne  to  Cbnil  juft 
as  we  were,  not  imagining  that  we  could  not  believe ;  becaufe 
every  awakened  (inner,  you  informed  us,  is  called  to  believe,  and 
that  we  fhouid  rather  pray  for  wifdom  to  ufe  the  power  of  be- 
lieving, which  God  by  his  Grace  had  endued  us  with,  in 
order  that  we  might  lay  hold  upon  a  crucified  Saviour  for  pardon 
of  fin  ;  feeing,. that  all  the  fltnefs  which  he  required,  was,  to  feel 
our  need  of  him. 

At  that  time  I  had  but  little  knowledge  of  the.  devices  of 
fatan,  but  a  very  flrong  propenfity  to  depend  upon  my  own  faith* 
fulnefs  which  kept  me  back  for  two  years  from  receiving  a  clear 
manifeftation  of  the  love  oF  GoD^  Since  then,  my  adverfary 
has  laboured  to  hinder  me  from  continuing  to  believe,  and  to 
prevent  me  from  being  eftablirhed  in  the  truth  : .  But  the  Lord 
has  flood  by  me,  and  enabled  me  fo  to  fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  that  through  bis  abundant  mercy,  my  path  is  made  much 
,  more  pleafant. 

As  I  did  not  r'ghtly  diftinguifli  the  voice  of  the  entmy^  from 
the  voice  of  Truth,  1  was  often  brought  into  deep  diftrefs.  And 
it  was  a  long  time   after  I  had  received  both  a  fenfe  of  pardon, 

^  and 
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and  a  deliVeraQee  from  the  reinains  of  fin,  that  liully  karned  the 
way  of  comiog  dire£lly  to  Jeftis,  when  iaterrbpted  by  various 
temptations. 

A  fenfeof  my  wants,  weaknefles,  and  various  infirmities,  in-^ 
ftead  of  driving  me  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  with  earneft  ex-*^' 
peSation  of  help  from  the  Lord,  frequently  funk  me  under  great 
difcoaragement,  and  into  all  the  darknefs  of  unbelief.  Many 
times  thefe  things  were  fet  before  me  in  fuch  a  light,  that  I  have 
thought  (for  a  time)  that  the  wafte  places  of  my  foul  would 
never  he  repaired,  that  I  ifaould  never  find  deliverance  from  the 
many  infirmities  which  I  laboured  under.  I  could  indeed  appeal 
to  the  Searcher  of  Hearts,  that  it  was  the  earned  defire  of  my 
foul  to  be  delivered  :  but  in  labouring  to  have  this  accompliflied^ 
fuch  a  painful  fenfe  of  my  unfaithfulnefs,  accompanied  wiih  the 
TefIe£lion  that  I  had  often  pleaded  with  tbe  Lord  on  the  fame  ac* 
count  without  fuccefs»  that  to  my  own  apprehenfion,  I  was  fre- 
quently deprived  of  all  my  fpiritual  ilrength.  About  fe9en  years 
ago,  I  retired  to  my  room  one  day,  deeply  difirefled  with  a  fenfe 
oF  the  little  progrefs  I  had  made  in  the  divine  life,  v^hen  the  Lord 
mercifully  con^defcended  to  (hew  me  in  tjie  cleared  manner,  that 
it  was  the  eneqny  who  thus  diftrelTed,  and  prevented  me  from 
coming  with  an  holy  boldqefs  to  the  Throne  of  Grace :  And  I 
few,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  words  cannot  exprefs,  bow  very  differ-. 
ently  my  ipind  was  affefted  by  difcoveries  made  by  the  Spirit  of 
QoD,  of  my  unfaithfulnefs,  from  thofe  accufations  and  reproofs 
which  came  from  the  enemy.  The  former  inclined  me  to  poverty 
of  fpirit,  and  earneft  prayer;  and  the  latter,  to  great  difcourage- 
luent  apd  unbelief.  By  the  former  1  was  led  to  a  lively  hope  of 
obtaining  a  compleat  deliverance  from  all  my  inward  enemies : 
Yet  a)as!  fuch  .was  my  weaknefs,  that  too  often,  when  I  had  in 
the  former  part  of  the  day,  ibis  expeQation,  before  night  my 
mind  was  again  darkened  by  reafoning  with  the  enemy,  out  the 
more  I  meditated  upon  this  fubjefi,  the  great ei;  degree  of  divine 
light  was  communicated,  fo  that  I  was  ready  to  fay  with  David, 
•*  I  rejoice  at  thy  word,  as  one  that  hath  found  great  fpoil." 

Feeling  myfelf  girded  with  frelh  ftreng»h,  I  determined  for  the 
future  to  ftand  my  ground,  by  ilcadily  looking  to  Jefus:  And 
this,  in  fome  degree,  I  have  been  enabled  to  do  ever  fince,  lay- 
ing  afide  all  thole  evil  reafonings  which  induced  me  to  behold 
myfelf  in  the  gloomy  mirror  of  unbelief.  Yet  being  accuftom« 
ed  for  fo  long  a  feafon  to  have  my  ftare  fet  before  me  in  an  un- 
favourable light,  encouraging  promifes  kept  out  of  my  view,  and 
my  fpirit  fo  damped,  as  to  lofe  part  of  that  vigour  which  was 
tieceffary  to  enable 'fffe  to  embrace  them,  I  fomctiraes  funk  under 
the  power  of  temptation.  But  the  Lord  again  appeared  in  my 
behalf,  and  gradually  raifed  me  to  a  fuller  confidence  in  him, 
coafidered  as  the  All-fufiScicnt  God. 

'3  J  hay^ 
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I  have  great  eaufe  to  be  thankful  for  the  degree  of  power  im. 
parted  to  me  with  this  divine  light,  and  for  the  lively  hope  i  ftel 
of  a  farther  indreafe  of  it.  Sefore  this,  I  could  not  perceive 
that  I  got  forward  on  my  jojurney  towards  Mount  Zion.  I  faw 
"hideed  that  there  were  much  to  be  atuined,  and  was  earneftly  eo- 
aeavouring  to  lay  hold  upon  the  bleifipgs,  but  was  always  beat 
back  by  having  my  fpiritual  condition  reprefented  in  fuch  a  light, 
as  dipt  the  wings  of  my  faith. 

If  the  fubtilties  of  Satan,  in  obftrufting  our  views  of  the  Re- 
deemer's  love  were  properly  known,  the  way  into  the  Holy  of 
Holies,  would  be  made  manifeft,  and  we  (hould  find  free  accefs 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  fo  as  to  obtain  every  promifed  blefling : 
And  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  this  light  was  but  more  fully 
enjo)red  by  the  upright  followers  of  Chrifi,  that  not  only  pardon, 
and  intire  fanfiification,  but  every  degree  of  grace  promifed  in 
the  gofpel,  would  be  much  fooner  obtained :  The  tendency  there 
is  in  the'mind  to  a  fort  of  refined  felf-righteoufnefs  would  be  dif> 
covered,  and  we  fliould  be  delivered  from  thofe  heavy  burthens, 
which  fo  opprefs  and  weigh  us  down,  thsft  we  cannot  get  forward* 

I  am  convinced,  by  reafonand  experience,  that  our  growth  in 
grace  greatly  depenas  upon  our  being  able  fo  to  know  the  voice 
of  our  enemy,  as  that  we  may  turn  away  from  him,  and  fo  to 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  Chrift,  who  always  fpeaks  comfortably  to 
thofe  who  are  fincere  of  heart,  that  we  may  be  living  witnefles 
of  the  truth  of  all  his  promifes.  A  proper  knowledge  of  the  de- 
vices of  fatan,  will  prove  a  eonfiderable  help  to  our  faith,  againft 
which  all  his  batteries  are  conftantly  levelled.  And  I  am  per- 
'  fuaded,  that  the  difcouragement  which  fincere  perfons  laboiu*  un- 
der, arifes  from  the  want  of  this  knowledge. 

However  deeply  our  minds  may  be  aiTeded  when  under  the 
awakening  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  (if  not  under  the  infla« 
ence  of  fatan  at  the  fame  time,}  we  fliall  be  both  fupported,  and 
comforted,  while  we  fly  for  refuse  to  the  hopp  which  is  fet  before 
us  :  And  when,  by  the  fame  Spirit,  we  are  piade  fenfible  of  the 
retnains  of  the  carnal  mind,  we  Oiall  alfo  be  enabled  fo  to  reGft 
the  enemy,  as  to  come  with  holy  boldn^fs  to  tbe  blood  of  fprink- 
ling,  and  find,  throujjh  faith,  we  are  cleanfed  from  all  fiUhinefs 
botfk  of  fiefii  and  fpirit. 

When  tempted  to  difcouragement  and  unbelief,  we  fliould  im- 
mediately turn  away  from  all  unprofitable  and  vain  reafonings, 
ever  remembeiing  that  the  Lord  calls  us  to  cotne  up  higher,  to 
drink  deeper  into  his  Spirit :  and  that  therefore,  it  muft  be  the 
voice  of  an  enemy  who  feeks  to  caft  us  .4pwn.  An  infinitely 
wife  and  gracious  God,  can  only  defign  to  communicate  eood 
to  us ;  and  every  part  of  his  word  will  agree  with  that  declara- 
tion, ^  *•  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it." 

^     Everj' 
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Eve  fell  by  rearpning  iMtb  the  ferpent,  vfho  kept  out  oF  her 
fight  that  part  of  the  word  of  God  by  which  (he  might  have 
been  preferved.  By  her  fall  wje  ihould  take  warning,  as  well 
knowing,  that  Satan  is  too  crafty  for  us,  and  therefore  we  mud 
not  reafon  with  htnif  He  can  quot^  Scripture,  ^nd  ferve  his  own 
purpofe  by  fo  doing  :  But  he  never  applies  it  propedy  ;  and  he 
will  always  conceal  that  part  of  it  which  would  difcover  to  us  his 
dark  defigns. 

We  know  well,  that  by  nature,  we  are  guilty  finners  5  that  we 
are  unholy,  ?nd  have  come  flioit  of  (he  glory  of  God  :  that  we 
muft  experience  all  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  in  oider  to  he 
made  meet  for  heaven;  that  while  we  are  purfuing  this,  we  too 
often  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  backflide  from  God,  When 
thefe  things  are  reprefented  to  the  mind,  we  fliall  certainly  be 
difcouraged,  if  we  have  not  proper  views  of  the  mercy  and  love 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesvs. 

I  am  moft  atfeftioni^t^ly  yours,  &c.  F.  P. 
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The  Rectitude  of  the   SUPREME   3EING, 

HENCE    diftant  far,  ye  fons  of  earth  profane. 
The  loofe,  ambitious,  covetous,  or  vain  : 
Ye  worms  of  pow'r!  ye  miqion'd  flaves  of  ftate, 
The  wanton  vulgar,  and  the  fordid  great !   ^ 
But  come,  ye  purer  fouls,  from  drofs  refin'd. 
The  blamelefc  heart  and  uncorrupted  mind  ! 
Let  your  chafte  hands  the  holy  altars  raife, 
PreQi  incenfe  bring,  and  light  the  glowing  blaze ; 
Your  grateful  .voices  aid  the  Mufe  to  fing 
The  fpotlefs   Jufticc  of  iW  Almighty  K  IN  G  ! 

As  only  Rectitude  divine  he  knows, 
As  l^ruth  and  fanaity  his  thoughu  compofe ; 
So  ^hefe  the  diaates  which  the'  Eternal  Mind 
To  reafonable  beings  has  aflign'd  ; 
Thefe  has  his  care  on  every  mind  iropreft. 
The  confcious  feals  the  hand  of  Heaven  aitcft  I 
When  man,    perverfc,    for  wrong  forfakes  the  right. 
He  ftill  aiieniive  keeps  the  fault  in  iight; 
Demands  that  ftria  atpn^ment  (hould  be  made. 
And  claim?  the  forfeit  on  the  offender's  htad  ! 

But  Doubt  demands  -rr  *'  Why  man  difpos'd  this  yray  ? 
"  Why  left  the  dangerous  choice  to  go  aih^y  ? 
"  If  Heaven  that  made  him  did  the  fault  ic  jfefee, 
•*  Thence  follows,  heaven  is  more  to  blarac  thaq  he.**   - 
Vol.  XX.  Auguft  1797.  Nd-# 
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No  —  had  to  good  the  heart  alone  inclin'd. 
What  toil,  what  prize  had  virtue  beeq  aflign-d  ^ 
From  obftacles  her  nobleft  triumphs  flow. 
Her  fpirits  languifli  when  (he  finds  no  foe  ! 
Man  might  perhaps  have  fo  been  happy  ftill, 
Happy,  without  the  privilege  of  will. 
And  juft,  bccaufe  his  hands  were  tied  from  ill  ! 
P  wondrous  fcheme^  to  mend  the-  Almighty';  plant 
By  finking  all  the  dignity  of  man  t 

•  Yet  turn  thy  eyes,  vain  fcejHic,  own  thy  pridLej 
And  view  thy  happinefs  and  choice  allied  j 
See  virtue  from  herfelf  her  blifs  derive, 
A  blife,  beyond  the  pow'r  of  thrones  to  give  : 
See  vice,  of  empire  and  of  wealth  poffefs*d. 
Pine  at  the  heart,  and  feel  hcffelf  unblefs'd. 
And  fay,  were  yet  no  farther  marks  aflign*d. 
Is  man  ungrateful  ?  or  is  Heav-n  unkind  ? 
•    f  ^  Yes,  all  the  woes  from  Heav'n  permiffive  fell, 
f*  The  wretch  aidopts  —  the  wretch  improves  thenj'^U.*' 

Froip  his  wild  luft,  or  his  oppreifive  deed, 

Rapes,  battles,  murders,  facrilege  proceed  ; 

His' wild  ambition  thins  the  peopled  earth, 

Pr  from  his  avarice  famine  takes  her  bi|:th ; 

Had  nature  given  the  heirp  wings  to  fly. 

His  pride  would  lead  him  to  attempt  the  (ky !  K 

To  angels  make  the  pigmy's  folly  known. 

And  draw  ey'n  pity  from  the  eternal  throne^ 

Yet  while  on  earth  triumphant  vice  prevails, 
Celeftial  juftice  balances  her  fcales  ; 
With  eye  unbiafs'd  all  the  fcene  furveys. 
With  hand  impartial  every  crime  (he  weighs  ; 
Oft  clofe  purfuing  at  his  trembling  heels, 
The  man  of  blood  ^er  awful  prefcnce  feels ; 
pft  from  her  arm,  amidft  the  blaze  of  ftate, 
The  regal  tyrant,  with  f^iccefs  elate. 
Is  fore 'd  to  leap  the  precipice  of  fate  ! 
Or  if  the  villain  pafs  unpuhiih'd  here, 
Tis  byt  to  make  the  future  Aroke  feverp  ; 
For  fooii  or  late  eternal  Juftice  pays 
Mankind  the  juft  defert  of  all  their  ways^ 

'Tis  in  that  awful'  all-difclofing  day. 
When  high  Omnifcience  fliall  her  books  difplay  ; 
When  Juftice  (hall  prefent  her  ftri<ft  account. 
While  Confcience  (hall  atteft  the  due  amount ; 
That  all  who  feel,  condemned,  the  dreadful  rod, 
Shall  own  that  righteous  4Jre  the  ways  of  Goi> ! 

pu 
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Oh  then,  while  penitence  can  fate  difamiy 
While  lingering  Juftice  yet  withholds  its  arm  ; 
While  heav'nly  patience  grants  the  prcciotr«  time, 
Let  the  loft  finner- think  him  of  his  crijpe ; 
Immediate,  to  the  feat  of  mercy  fly, 
Nor  wait  to-morrow — left  to-night  he  die ! 

But  tremble,'  all  ye  fons  of  blackcft  birth, 
Yc  giants,  that  deform  the  face  of  earth ; 
Tremble,  ye  fons  of  aggravated  guilt. 
And,  ere  too  late,  let  fcirrow  \carn  to  melt ;  » 
Remorfelefs  Murder!    drop  thy  hand  fevere, 
And  bathe  thy  bloody  weapon  with  a  tear; 
Go,    Luft  impure  1  converfe  with  friendly  lights 
Forfake  the  manfions  of  defiling  night ;    . 
Quit,  dark  Hypocrify,  thy  thin  diiguife, 
Nor  think  to  cheat  the  notice  of  the  fkies ! 
Unfocial  Avarice,  thy  grafp  forego. 
And  bid  the  ufeful  treafure  learn  to  flow ! 
Reftore,  Injuftice,  the  defrauded  gain ! 
Oppreflion,  bend  to  eafe  the  captive's  chain^ 
Ere  awful  Juftice  ftrikes  the  fatal  blow, 
And  drive  you  to  the  realms  of  night  below ! 

But  Doubt  refumes — «  If  Juftice  has  decreed 
**  The'  punifhment  proportion'd  to  the  deed  ; 
''Eternal  mifery  feems  too  fevere, 
"  Too  dread  a  weight  for  wretched  man  to  bear  f 
"  Too  harfh  !  —  that  cndleft  torments  fliould  repay 
"The  crimes  of  life  —  the  errors  of  a  day!"' 

In  vain  our  reafon  would  prefumptuous  pry ; 
Heaven's  counfels  are  beyond  conception  high  t 
In  vain  would  thought  his  meafur'd  Juftice  fcan 
His  ways  how  different  from  the  ways  of  man  ! 
Too  deep  for  thee  his  fecrets  are  to  know. 
Enquire  not,  but  more  wifely  fhun  the  woe  ; 
Warn'd  by  his  threatnings  to  his  laws. attend. 
And  learn  to  make  Omnipotence  tliy  friend  ! 

Our  weaker  laws,  to  gain  the  purposed  ends. 
Oft  pafs  the  bounds  the  law-givcr  intends  ; 
Oft  partial  pow'r,  to  ferve  its  own  defign, 
Warps  from  the  text,  exceeding  reafon's  line; 
Strikes  biafs'd  at  the  perfon,  not  the  deed. 
And  fees  the  guiltlefs  unprotedled  bleed  I 

But  God  alone,  with  unimpaffion'd  fight. 
Surveys  the  nice  barrier  .of  wrong  and  right; 
And  while  fubfervient,  as  his  will  ordains. 
Obedient  nature  yields  the  prefent  means  : 

While 
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.    While  neither  force  nor  paflions  guide  his  yicwS| 
Ev'n  Evil  works  the  .purpofe  he  purfues ! 
That  bitter  fpring,  the  fource  of  human  pain  ! 
Heard  by  his  touch,  does  mineral  health  contain ; 
And  dark  affliftion,  at  his  potent  rod. 
Withdraws  its  cloud,  and  brightens  into  good. 

Thus  hunian  juftice  (far  as  man  can  go) 
For  private  fafety  ftrikes  the  dubious  blow  ; 
Bqt  Rectitude  divine,  with  nobler  foul, 
Confults  each  individyal  in  the  whole ! 
Direfls  the  iffues  of  each  moral  ftrife. 
And  fees  creation  (Iruggk  into  life  ! 

And  you,  ye  happier  fouls !    who  in  his  ways 
Obfervant  walk,  and  ling  his  daily  praife  ; 
Ye  righteous  few  !    whofe  calm  unruffled  brcafts 
No  fears  can  darken,  and  no  guilt  infefts. 
To  whom  his  gracious  p  omifes  extend. 
In  whom  they  centre,  and  in  whom  ftiall  end. 
Which  (blefs'd  on  that  foundation  fure  who  build) 
Shall  with  eternal  Juftice  be  fulfiU'd : 
Ye  fons  of  life,  to  whofe  glad  hope  is  given 
The  bright  reverfion  of  approaching  heav'n, 
With  grateful  hearts  his  glorious  praife  recite, 
Whofe  love  from  darknefs  call'd  you  out  to  light ; 
So  let  your  piety  reflective  fliine, 
As  men  may  thence  confefs  his  Truth  divine  !   \ 
And  when  this  mortal  veil,  as  foon  it  maft. 
Shall  drop,  returning  to  its  native  duft  ; 
The  work  of  life  ^itji  approbation  done, 
Receive  frpm  God  your  bright  immortal  Crown! 


TFRITTEN  SOON  AFTER  A  HEAFr  LOSS. 


.Y  gracious  God  doth  ftill  provide. 
His  name  be  blefs'd  and  glorify*di 
Although  in  tracklefs  paths  I  ftray, 
Mourning  my  folitary  way, 
P.efrefhing  ftreams  of  mercy  flow,  , 

To  cheer  the  heart  furcharg*d  with  woe. 

«<  By  waters  ftill  and  paftures  green," 
Far  from  the  world's  embitter'd  fcene. 
Oh  let  me  fweet  retirement  prove, 
And    "  blefs,  and  pxaife  redeeming  love." 
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The  ExPERiENCiE  of  Mr.  PIPEv 

[  Continued  from  page,  376.  ] 

ON  E  thing  which  prevente4  mc  from  undcrftandihg  and 
benefiting  by  tlie  .miniftry  of  the  Mcthodifts>  was  the  falfe 
arcprefentations  of  their  defigns*^n4  proceedings. .  The  erroneous 
views  I  had  of  divine  things,  ciafcd  my  niindto  be.  ill  prepared 
enough  for  their  dodtrincs,  without  their  being' as. a '^^^i;^,  befpat- 
tcred  by  unjuft  calumnies.  Salv^ition  by  faith  in  Jefift  Chrift, 
I  di4  not  underftand;  .  It  appeared  to  me,',  that  Religion  con- 
fifted  in  attending  public  worftlip,  faying  praytrs, '  and  avoiding 
grofe  immoralities.  Bm  the  Methodifts  feemcd  too  ftriiS  ;  *  and  I 
was  ready  to  fay.  What  harm  can  there  be  in  this  pieafurablc 
amufemenf,  or  In  the  other.  •  I  thought  diverfions,  &e.  quite 
compatible  with  religion'f  efpecially  as  Mr.  H:  and  1  ufcd  to 
fpend  many  hours,  together  at  cards,  I  imagined  there  could  be 
nothing  wrong  in  an<  innocent  pimc  at  thefe.  Not  conlldering, 
that  whatever  tends  to  divert  the  foul  from  God,  and  prevents  us 
from  feeking  our  happinefsin  him,'  is  to  man  a  real  evil. 

It  was  principally  in  the  winter  evenings  that  I  went  to  the 
Methodift  Chapel.  In  tlie  Sunnitner,  when  the  days  were  long, 
it  filled  me  with  fliame  and  cortfufion  to  be  feen  among  them.  It 
was  fome  time  before  I  could  perfuade  myfelf,  that  people  ought 
to  attach  fuch  a  degree  of  fandlity  to  a  meeting- houfe,  as  to  a 
church;  and  once  aifted  accordmgly:  I  laughed  at  fomething 
that  was  going  forward,  for  which  the  preacher  reproved  me, 
faying,  "  that  there  would  be  no  laughing  for  rebellious  finners 
in  the  day  of  Judgment,"  and  folemnly  warned  mc  to  turn  to 
God.  I  endeavoured  afterwards  to  juftify  myfelf:  however, 
from  that  time,  I  behaved  aVter  a  different  manner. 

The  Biftiop  of  Worcefter  coming  into  thefe  parts,  I  received 
confirmation,  (as  it  is  called,)  from  his  hands.'  Some  time  before 
the  ordinance  was  adminiftered,  I  put  myfelf  under  a  ftrid  ex- 
amination ;  and  where  my  anions  appeared  contrary  to  the  Will 
of  God,  I  acknowledged  my  tranfgreflions,  and  fought  forgive- 
ncfs.  It  appeared  to  me  a  very  folemn  thing  to  take  upon  myfelf 
my  baptifmal  vow.     My  paft  life  had  not  been  fpei^t  as  it  ought 

Vol.  XX.  Sept.  1797.  to 

.3  L 


4t«  EXPERIENCE  of  Mr.  PI  PE, 

to  hav«  been,  and  determining  to  be  more  careful  for  the  future, 
dedicated  myfclf  to  God,  according  to  the  beft  of  my  knowle^e. 
I  felt  a  degree  of  fatisfa^tion  in  what  I  had  done,  and  for  a  ka- 
foh  kept  my  promife :  But  it  was  not  long  before  it  was  broken. 
I  knew  not  where  my  ftrength  lay,*  ahd  grew  lefs  circumfped, 
till  my  refolutions  by  little  and  little  failed  me,  I  fell  into  fin 
again.  Thro'  the  mercy  God,  I  was  prevented  from  rufliing 
into  outward  fin  and  .profanenefs  ;  yet  in  many  tilings  I  greatly 
oflfended.  The  Spirit  of  God  was  grieved  by  my  finfiil  condud, 
and  I  brougfit  great  diftrefs  and  forrow  upon  myfclf*  I  was 
making  refolutions  one  hour,  and  breaking  them  the  next.  I 
continued  in* this  ftate  for  fevcral  weeks.  The  ftruggle  between 
nature  and  grace  was  fo  violent  as  can  fcarceljr  be  conceived.  At 
length,  tendcmcfs  of  coniciencc  began  to  forfake  me,  and  the 
drivings  of  the  Divine  Spirit  became .kfs  fenfible.  Then  I'be- 
gan  to  awake  from  my  lethargy.  It.aM)eared,  as  tho'  God  was 
giving  me  over  to  a  reprobate  mind.  The  thought  of  his  taking 
Sis  Holy  Spirit  from  me,  was  dreadful.  I  tremblecl  for  fear  he 
Ihould  match  me  away  in  the  midft  of  my  fins.  If  ever  Deatli 
deferved  the  name  of  King  of  Terrors  to  me,  it  was  now.  The 
numerous  evils  I  had  committed  appeared  full  in  my  view,  and 
had  the  hand  which  wrote  againft  the  plaifter  of  the  wall,  in  the 
view  of  the  affrighted  Babylonian  monarch,  appeared  to  me, 
writing  down  my  crimes,  and  fealing  my  Doom,  I  know  not 
that  juy  foul  could  have  been  filled  with  more  awful  apprchen- 
fions  of  the  divine  vengeance.  I  faw  and  felt  the  pollutions  of 
my  fallen  nature,  and  wiflied  to  efcape  from  the  guilt  which  op- 
preflcd  mc.  The  tempeftuous  fea,  whofe  waters  caft  up  mirc 
and  dirt,  ^vas  a  true  reprefcntation  of  my  troubled  nwnd. 

Several  things  about  this  time  concurred  to  deepen  my  con- 
vidlions.  There  happened  a  moft  tremendous  ftorm  of  thunder 
and  lightning.  The  awful  flaihes  followed  each  other  with  fuch 
quick  fucceffion,  and  the  rolling  thunder  burft  forth  in  fuch  dif- 
mal  peals,  as  filled  me  with  conftemation  and  difmay.  I  thought, 
that  night,  Juftke  would  demand  my  apprehenfion,  and  bring 
me  to  the  Bar  I  After  every  flafh,  1  feared  the  next,  darting 
upon  me,  would  diflodge  my  foul.  I  lay  weeping,  trembling, 
condemning  my  follies,  promifing  and  refolving,  if  God  would 
fpare  me  a  little  longer,  that  my  fparcd  life  fhcnild  be  devoted  to 
bis  fervice.  Having  frequently  to  ride,  fevcral  times  I  was 
thrown,  one  or  two  of  the  borfcs  being  very  fpirited ;  however  I 
received  very  little  injury.  Thefc  deliverances  caufe^  me  to  ac- 
knowledge the  divine  compaffion,  and  rai&d  thankfutneft  in  mj 
heart :  while  they  taught  me  tho-  neccflity  of  .being  prepared  for 
a  ti.ture  ftate.  Another  circumftanee  which  led  to  confirm  me  in 
tl>c  choice  of  a  religious  lifc,s  was  the  death  of  Mrs.  H  — . 

Having 
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Haying  lived  among  the  Fneadsy  (he  poffcffcd  a  little  ino;rc  of 
divine  knowledge  than  the  reft  of  us.  She  had  complained  of 
bodily  weaknefs  for  fome  time ;  ufcd  to  weep,  be  thoughtful,  an4 
frequently  retired,  (1  believe,)  for  prayer.  One  day  vhilft 
Talking  acrofs  the  parlour,  0ie  fell  down.  We  thought  in  a  fit. 
My  uncle.  Dr.  Sanders,  was  immediately  fcnt  for.  He  came  j 
—  took  her  by  the  hand  ;  —  pronounced  her  dead  !  Wh^it  did 
I  then  feel  ?  How  empty  did  this  world  fecnri !  How  unfatis* 
faftory  all!  Religion  how  valuable !  "  I  determined,  more 
and  more,  fo  to  live,  that  when  my  end  came  it  might  be  in  peace. 
Not  long  after,  my  uncle  himfelf  was  feizcd  with  a  fit  of  apo- 
plexy, and  tho'  fcveral  of  the  faculty  attended  him,  he  expired  in 
a  few  hours.     Such  is  this  fludhiating  ftate  ! 

Another  thing  which  increafed  my  ferioufnefs  was  from  reading 
a  book  intitled,  *' God's  judgments  on  impenitent  finaers:^ 
The  account  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  F.  —  had  a  very  great. af- 
fedl  upon  mc.  In  his  youth  he  feared  God  :  but  going  to  Lon- 
don, he  fell  into  the  company  of  atheiftical  perfons,  imbibed 
their  fentiments,  and  forfook  his  God.  M^hen  he  lay  upon  a 
fick-bed,  he  fell  into  incurable  defpair.  His  dying  expreffions 
infufed  a  melancholy  gloom  into  my  mind,  and  diftrcffed  mc  ex- 
ceedingly. .It  was  then  I  began  to  feel  the  fiery  darts  of  the  de- 
vil. I  was  dreadfully  tempted  to  fuicide  and  this  temptation  was 
of  long  co;itinuance.  My  ignorance  of  fatan's  devices  afforded 
Wm  great  advantage  over  me.  I  durft  not  open  my  mind  to  an/ 
one,  and  keeping  it  to  myfelf,  gave  additional  ftrength  to  the 
temptation.  1  wondered  how  fuch  thoughts  (hould  arife  withii^ 
me  ;  and  reafoned  with  myfelf  about  it :  I  was  young,  —  had 
many  kind  friends,  —  my  fituation  comfortable,  —  profpcdls  to- 
lerably fair,  6^c.  But  neither  this,  nor  any  method  I  tried,  gave 
me  much  relief. 

As  I  attended  the  preaching  conftantly,  I  thought  my  diftrefs  in 
a  great  meafure  was  increafed  by  it,  and  therefore  refolved  not  to 
hear  the  Methodlfts ;  accordingly  I  defifted  from  going,  and  went 
to  the  church  only.  This  determination  was  foon  over-ruled  : 
'  the  knowledge  I  had  gained  was  not  fo  fiiycrficial,  but  that  t 
could  i)ow  diftlnguilh  the  difference  between  evangelical  preach  % 
mg,  and  mere  defcriptions  of  moral  virrae.  Qh  what  an  inefti* 
n\able  biefling  it  is  to  have  the  Gofpel  preached  in  its  purity  !  J 
l^cgan  to  attend  their  minlftry  again ;  and  felt  a  growing  afw6!iort 
to  both  preachers  and  people.  My  prejudices  were  removed,  and 
It  gave  me  pain  to  hear  any  thing  faid  aeainft  them  as  a  body:  and 
where  things  were  laid  to  the  charge  of  individuals,  J  hoped  the 
t^eft,  knowing  how  great  enmity  there  were  in  the  hearts  of  many" 
3gainft  true  religion.  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Wright  were  then  in 
tl^e  circuit;!  and  their  preaching  was  blcft  t©  ^le  : '  patticularly  the 

3  U  a  latur 


440  EXPERIENCE  or  Mr.    PIP  E. 

latter,  by  tlie  encouraging  accounts  he  gave  in  almoft  every  fct- 
pion  of  the  convcrfion  of  fome  perfon  or  another,  and  how  it 
wa^  brought  about.  This  gave  me  to  hope  that  I  fhould  one  day 
experience  the  fame  Mercy. 

My  foul  mnted  after  God,  as  the  thirfty  hart  for  the  cooling 
Hreams^  Aforetime  my  attendance  on  the  ordinances  had  been 
principally  when  the  evenings  were  dark,  for  reafons  already 
mentioned ;  now  I  went  at  every  opportunity*  The  bare  prof- 
pcft  of  being  prevented  from  going,  made  me  uneafy.  There 
were  prayer-meetings  kept  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  which 
I  iifo  frequented  j  thefe  again  adminiftered  help  to  me.  The 
people  affembled  feemed  to  poffefs  the  very  happinefs  I  was  in 
puriuit  of.  And  while  their  fervent  prayers,  accompanied  with 
their  hearty  Amens,  bettered  my  heart,  they  alfo  informed  my 
underftanding. 

I  wreftlcd  earneftly  with  the  Lord  in  private,  imploring  the 
aid  of  his  bleflTed  Spirit,  that  (nv  convidions  for  iin  might  termi- 
nate in  a  thorough  converfion  or  my  Soul  to  himfelf.  I  acknow* 
ledged  my  tranfgreflions  before  him  with  deep  contrition  of  heart. 
X  was  aihamed  of  my  (in  and  folly ;  and  with  floods  of  tears 
made  confeflion  of  my  vile  ingratitude.  The  way  of  SalvatioQ 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  foundation  of  a  finner's  hope  anid  hs^p- 
pinefs,-  opened  itfelf  to  my  view,  and  I  amcioufly  waited  for  the 
^iicovcries  of  hi^  Love.  My  heart  was  fo  polluted,  that  nothing 
but  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who  *  thro'  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered 
himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  could  cleanfe  it.  All  my  pretendr 
ed  goodnefs  appeared  as  the  early  dew  exhaled  by  the  fun ;  it  va- 
nifhed.  I  hid  not  aded  from  Gofpel  principles,  and  it  was  of 
iiQ  value  before  him  who  tries  the  heart.  This  caufed  me  to 
groan  the  finner's  plea,    **  God  be  merciful  to  me ! " 

I  went  many  times  in  a  day  to  the  throne  of  Grace,  and  often 
continued  upon  my  knees  till  late  in  the  night,  when  my  heart 
has  been  overwhelmed,  crying  to  the  Lord.  This  Was  the  flate 
of  my  mind,  when  it  pleafed  God  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence, 
to  fend  Mr.  Cooper  among  us.  Under  the  firft  fermon  he  preach- 
/;d  at  Dudley,  all  my  bonds  were  fnapt  afunder.  I  thought  he 
fpake  as  i  never  heard  man  fpeak  before.'  All  he  delivered  came 
yvith  an  injiefcribable  iweetnefs  to  my  foul.  1  was  brought 
out  of  the  horrible  pit,  and  miry  clay  ;  my  feet  were  placed  on 
a-  rock ;  and  ^  new  fong  of  praife  and  thankfgiving  was  put  into 
my  mouth.  I  was  filled  with  gladnefs  and  gratitude.  Love  to 
my  precious  Jledeemer^  and  to  my  fellow-creatures,  took 
poffeflion  of  my  foul.  I  rejoiced  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  fiiU 
of  Glory  With  eyes  ftreaming  with  grateful  tears,  I  acknow- 
ledged the  divine  hand,  that  had  fnatched  me  from  the  burningi 
and  Vi^C9"gbt  put  for  me  this  great  deliverance. 

'  This 
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This  was  accompanied  with  an  earneft  dcfire  of  the  Salvation 
of  mankind.  I  beheld  them  lying  in  multiplied  ruin,  and  pitied 
their  miferable  fituation.  Such  were  my  feelings,  and  fo  expand- 
ed was  my  foftened,  liberated  heart,  that  had  it  been  poffible  for 
me  to  have  brought  them  all  to  Jefiis  that  very  hour,  I  (hould 
have  done  it.  This  great  confidence  and  joy  wefe  not  of  long 
continuance ;  principally  owing,  as  I  apprehend,  ^o  my  want  of 
better  information  refpe6ting  religious  experience.  I  felt  that  a 
very  great  change  had  taken  place  in  me,  and  I  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  peace,  excepting  when  I  queftioned  the  genuinencfs  of 
the  work.  I  was  tempted  to  think,  that  it  was  not  j  unification, 
or  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  which  I  had  received  ;  and  the  thought 
of  making  a  mifiake  here  made  me  afraid.  However  I  did  not 
become  lefs  circumfpeft,  becaufe  my  forrow  was  removed ;  but 
continued  in  prayer  and  fupplication,  reading  and  meditating  on 
the  Scriptures  upon  my  knees,  that  I  might  be  direded ;  and 
fometimes  have  been  fo  bleft  with  the  Spirit  of  Adoption,  that  I 
could  fay  little  elfe  but  —  "  Father  —  my  Father !  My  Lord, 
and  my  God  !  "  And  yet  there  were  feafons  when  I  could  not 
declare  this,  without  fufpeding  myfelf  guilty  of  uttering  a  falfe- 
hood. 

I  was  greatly  refreftied  and  ftrengthened  by  reading  Mr. 
Fletcher's  Addrefs  to  Seekers  of  Salvation:  and  other  Books, 
which  treated  of  experience.  I  had  found  a  ftrong  reluftanbe  to 
focak  df  my  ftate  to  others  ;  but  at  length  began  to  difcourfe  with 
fome  degree  of  freedom,  with  thofe,  who  feemed  fully  perfuaded 
that  God  for  Chrift's  fake  had  forgiven  them.  By  comparing 
their  experience  with  my  own,  I  found  them  nearly  to  correfpond.' 
I  had  a  humbling  view  of  my  natural  depravity ;  —  an  unfeign- 
ed forrow  for  my  adlual  tranfgreflions  ;  —  no  truft  in  my  own 
doings ;  —  a  fole  truft  in  the  Lord  Jefus  for  Salvation ;  —  and  a 
conftant  defire  to  walk  in  his  ordinances  and  commandments 
hiamelefs.  In  general,  I  had  viAory  over  fin :  If  at  any  time 
ray  confcience,  which  was  exceeding  tender,  was  wounded,  I 
could  not  reft  till  the  Lord  comforted  me  again.  The  company 
of  carnal  and  irreligious  perfons  was  carefully  avoided:  and  no* 
vels,  cards,  &c.  which  aforetime  had  engaged  my  aflTedions, 
were  difcarded,  and  the  things  eternal  werepurlued.  I  loved 
the  Word,  and  them  that  publiflied  it.  The  Children  of  God, 
as  the  moft  excellent  of  the  earth,  were  my  delight,  and  their 
company  and  converfation  always  agreeable.  My  face  was  fet 
towards  Zion  ;  and  the  world,  with  its  fmiles,  frowns,  wealth, 
pleafures,  and  reputation,  was  ncgleded,  as  alwaj^s  appearing 
emptier  upon  examination,  as  the  former  gave  more  fatisfa(Sion. 
I  could  fay  at  all  times,  "  Thou,  who  knoweft  all  things,  know- 
eft  that  I  would  love  thee!  "     Frequently  my  pcac?  flowed  as  a 

»  river. 
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fi\rcr,  and  my  joy  was  very  great.     My  faith  grxxw.  ftronger  and 
Wronger,  till  I  fully  vcntiwed  my  foul  uipon  the  Truth  and  Mer- 
cy of  God  :  finding  him  to  be    '<  the  Lord,  ,  merciful  and  gra- 
1.  €iou$»  pardoning  Iniquity,  tranfgrcfllon,  and  (in.     And  it  became 

I*  almoft^Mf  not  altogether,  us  difficult  to.  fay,  —  that  I  was  not 

I '  accepted  ia  Chrift,  as  for  fome  time  before  to  fay,  I  was. 

^"*  [  Tj;  ^  concluded  in  the  next.  ] 

An  original  JERMON  of  Mr.  WESLRY's. 

It  gives  us  fatisfadlion  that  we  are  able  to  prefent  our  Readers 
with. another  original  Sermon  of  Mr.  Wesley's.  This  was 
preached  at  Epworth,  Jan.  iij  1726,  at  the  Funeral  of  John 
Griffith,  a  hopeful  young  man,  fon  of  one  of  his  parifiiioncrs. 

,  .  .2  SAMUEL,  xii.  23, 

•<  Now  he  is  dead,  wherefpre  fltiould  I  faft  ?     Can  I  bring  him 
**  back  again  ?     I  ihall  g<»  t<>  him;  but  he  (hall  not  return  to 
.  "  inc." 

THE  Refolution  of  a  wife  and  good  man,  juft  recovering 
the  ufe  of  his  reafon  and  virtue,  after  the  l^itternefs  of 
foul  he  had  tafted,  from  the  hourly  expedtation  of  the  death  of  a 
beloved  fon,  is  comprized  in  tl^fe  few,  hut  itrong  words.  He 
liad  lifted  and  wept,  and  lay  all  n>ght  upon  the  earth,  and  refu- 
sed not  only  comfort,  but  even  needful  fuftenance,  whilft  the. 
child  was  ftill  alive,  in  hopes  that  God  would  be  gracious,  as 
well  in  that,  as  in  other  inftanccs,  and  reverfe  the  juft  fentence 
he  had  pfoftoonced :  When  k  was  put  in  execution,  in  the  death 
of  the  child,  lie  arofe  and  changed  his  apparel,  having  firft  paid 
his  devotions  to  his  Great  Maftcr,  acknowledging,  no  doubt,  the 
mildnefs  of  his  fe verity,  and  owning  with  gratitude  and  humility, 
the  obligation  laid  upon  him  in  that  he  was  not  confumed,  as 
well  as  chaftcned.by  his  heavy  hand  \  he  then  came  into  his  houfe 
and  behaved  with  his  ufual  compofure  and  cheaifulnefs.  The 
ircafon  of  this  ftran^e  alteration  in  his  proceedings,  as  it  appeared 
to  thofc  who  were  ignorant  of  the  principles  upon  which  he  adedjv 
he  here  explains,  with  great  brevity,  but  in  |he  nioft  beautiful 
language,  ftrength  of  thought,  and  energy  of  expreflion;  **Now 
he  is  icady  wherefore  ftiould  I  faft?  Can  I  bring  him  back 
again  ?     I  ihall  go  to  him,  but  he  fhall  not  return  to  me.** 

To  what  tnd^  (faith  ^h&  refigned  mourner,)  .(hould  I  faft,  now 
the  child  is  dead  ?  Why  fhould,  I  add  grief  to  grief,  which 
being  a  volcnteer,  inqrcaTe^  the  afflidiion  I  already  fuftain? 
Would  it  not  be  equally  ufclefsto  him  and  me  ?  Have  my  tcarsi 
or  conriplatiits  the  power  to  refix  his  foul  in  her  decayed  and  for- 
faken  manfioo?  Or  indeed,  would  1^  wifti  to  change,  thougl^ 
the  power  were  in  his  hands,  the  happy  regions  of  which  he  is 
♦      now  jioffefltd,  for  this  land  of  care,  pain,  ar^d  mifery  ?    O  vain. 

/  thought*! 
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thought!  Never  can  he,  never  will  he  return  to  me:  Be  it  tnj 
comfort,  my  conftan!  comfort,  when  my  forrows  bear  hard  iipoil 
me,  that  I  ftall  (hortly,  very  (hortly,  go  to  him  !  That  I  (hall 
foon  awake  from  this  tedious  dream.  Life  which  will  foon  be  at 
an  end  ;  and  then,  even  with  thdfe  eyes,  (haFll  I  gaxe  upon  himi 
Then  (h«rll  I  behold  him  again,  and  behold  him  with  that  per- 
fcd  Love,  that  fincere  and  elevated  affedion,  to  which  even  tl)e 
heatt  of  a  parent  is  here  a  flranger !  When  the  Lord  God  fhall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  my  eyes  ;  and  the  leaft  part  of  my  hap* 
pinefs  (hall  be,  that  the  forroty  of  abfence  Ihall  fiee  away  I 

The  unprofitable  and  bad  confequences,  the  fjnful  nature  of 
jyrofufe  farrowing  for  the  deiad,  is  eafily  deduced  from  the  former 
part  6f  this  reflection  :  In  the  latter,  we  have  the  ftrongeft 
motives  to  inforce  our  ftrivir^  againft  it ;  a  remedy  exacftly  fuited 
to  the  difeafe  :  A  confideration,  which  duly  applied,  will  not 
fail,  either  to  prevent  this  forrow,  or  refcuc  us  from  this  real 
midbrtunc. 

Grief,  in  ^general,  is  the  parent  of  fo  much  evil,  and  die  oc- 
cafion  of  fo  little  good  to  mankind,  that  it  may  be  juftly  won- 
dtred  how  it  found  a  place  in  our  nature.  It  was  indeed  of 
man's  own,  not  of  God's  creation,  who  may  permit,  but*  never 
was  the  author  of  evil.  The  fame  hour  gave  birth  tor  grief  and 
fin,  as  the  fame  mDmcirt:  will  deliver  us  from  both.  For  netthet 
<lid  exift  before  human  nature  was  corrupted ;  nor  will  it  con* 
tinue  when  tljiat  isrcftored  to  its  ancient  perfedlion. 

Indeed  in  this,  prcfent  ftatc  of  things,  that  wife  Being,  who 
knows  well  how  to  extradl  good  out  of  evil,  has  ftiewn  us  one 
way  of  making  this  univerfal  frailty,  highly  conducive  both  to 
our  victue  and  happinefs.  -Evea  grief,  if  it  leads  us  to  repent^^ 
ancc,  and  proceeds  from:  a  ferious  Jenfe  of  our  faults,  is  not  to 
bcTcpented  of^  fince  thofe,  who  thus  fow  in  tears,  fhall  reap  in 
joy.  If  we.  confine  it  to  this  particular  occaiion,  it  does  not  im- 
pair, but  greatly  afftfts  our  .  imperfcd  reafon :  Pain,  either  of 
^ody  or  jnind,  a^ng  quicker  than  refledtion,  and  infixing 
nu>rc  deeply  in  the  memory  any  drcumftance  it  attends. 

Prom  the  very  nature  of  grief,  which  is  an  uneafinefs  in  the 
l^ind,  on  the  apprehenfion  of  fomc  prefent  evil,  it  appears,  that 
Its  arifing  in  us,  on  any  other  occaiion,  than  that  of  fin,  is  in- 
rirely  owing  to  tmr  want  of  judgment*  Are  any  of  thofe  ac^^i- 
dents,  in  the  language  of  men  termed  misfortunes,  fuch  as  re- 
proach^ poverty,  lofs  af  Kfe^  or  c?en  of  friends,  real  evils  ?  So  far 
froinit,that  if  we. dara believe  our  Creator,  they  are  often  pofitive 
oleffings.  They  all  Work  together  for  our  good.  And  our 
Lord  accQc^gly  commands  us,  even  when  the  fevcircft  lofs,  that 
^  otir  reputation,  befall  us,  if  it  is  in  a  good  caiife,  as  it  moft 
°c  our  own  fault  if  it  be  not,  <«  To  rejoice,  and  be  exceeding 
glad/'  '  ^        But 
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But  what  fully  proves  the  utter  abfurdity  of  almoft  all  our 
grief,  except  that  for  our  own  failings,  is^  that  the  occafion  of  it 
i«  always  paft,  before  it  begins.  To  recall  what  has  already 
been,  is  utterly  impoffiblc,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  Omnipo- 
tence itfelf.  Let  thofe  who  are  fond  of  mifeiy,  if  any  fuch 
there  be,  indulge  their  minds  in  this  fruitlcfs  inquietude.  They 
who  deilre  happinefs  will  have  a  care  how  they  cherUh  fuch  a 
paffion^is  is  neitlier  defirable  in  itfelf,  nOr  ferves  to  any  good 
purpM^  prefent  or  future. 

If  any  fpecies  of  this  unprofitable  paflion  be  more  particularly 
u/elcfs  than  the  reft,  it  is  that  which  we  feel  when  we  forrow  for 
the  dead.  We  deflroy  the  health  of  our  body,  and  impair  the 
flrcngth  of  our  minds,  and  take  no  price  for  thofe  invaluable 
bleffings :  We  give  up  our  prefent,  without  any  profpeS  of  fu- 
ture advantage,  without  any  probability  of  either  recalling  them 
hither,  or  profiting  them  where  they  are. 

As  it  is  an  indifferent  proof  of  our  wifdom,  it  is  ftill  a  worfe 
•of  our  afFeftion  for  the  dead.  It  is  the  property  of  envy  not  of 
love,  to  repine  at  another's  happinefs ;  to  weep,  becaufe  all  tears 
are  wiped  from  their  eyes !  Shall  it  difturb  us,  who  call  our- 
felves  his  friends,  That  a  weary  wanderer  has  at  length  come  to 
his  wifhed  for  home  ?  Nay ;  weep  we  rather  for  ouxfelves,  who 
ftill  want  that  happinefs,  even  to  whom  that  reft  appeareth  yet 
in  profpe6l. 

Gracious  is  our  God  and  merciful,  who  knowing  what  is  in 
man,  that  pe^on  when  it  has  conquered  reafon,  always  takes  the 
appearance  of 'it;  left  we  fhould  be  mifled  by  this  appearance, 
adds  the  fandlion  of  his  unerring  commands,  to  the  natural  die* 
tates  of  our  own  underftanding.  The  judgment,  perhaps,  might 
be  fo  clouded  by  pafTion,  as  to  think  it  reafonable  to  be  profufe 
in  our  forrow  at  parting  from  a  beloved  objed:  But  revelation 
tells  us,  that  all  occurrences  of  life  muft  be  borne  with  patience 
and  moderation,  (otherwife  we  lay  a  greater  weight  on  our  own 
fouls,  than  external  accidents  can  do,  without  our  concurrence;) 
with  humility,  becaufe  from  the  offended  Juftice  of  God  we 
might  well  have  expected  he  would  have  influSled  much  worfe ; 
and  with  refignation,  becaufe  we  know,  whatfoever  happens  is 
for  our  good;  and  although  it  were  not,  we  are  not  able  to  con- 
tend with,  and  fhould  not  therefore  provoke  him  that  is  flrongcr 
than  we* 

Againfl  this  fault,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  thofe  virtues,  and 
therefore  tacitly  forbidden  in  the  precepts  that  enjoin  them,  St. 
Paul  warns  us  in  exprefs  words,  '<  I  would  not  have  you  to  be 
ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them  which  are  afleep,  that  yc 
forrow  not,  even  as  others-  who  have  no  hope.  For  if  we  be- 
lieve 


Heve  that  Jefus.  died,  and  rofe  again,  even  alfo  them  who  fleep 
in  Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him:  •.—  Wherefore  comfort  one 
another  with  thefe  words,"  i.  Thef.  iv.  13,  18.  And  thcfe  in- 
deed are  the  only  Words  which  can  give  lafting  comfort,  to  a  fpi- 
rit,  whom  fuch  an  occafion  hath  wounded.  Why  fliould  I  be  fo 
unreafonable,  fo  unkind,  as  to  defire  the  return  of  a  foul,,  now 
in  happinefs,  to  me,  to  this  habitatioti  of  fin  and  mif(§i|u  fince 
I  know  that  the  time  will  come,  yea,  is  now  at  hand,  Ijfcen  in 
fpite  of  the -great  gulph  fixt  between  us,  I  fhall  fhake  oiT^ieic 
chains  and  go  to  him  ?  ,  'v 

What  he  was,  I  am  both  unable  to  paint  in  fuitable  colours^ 
and  unwilling  tp  attempt  it.  Although  the  chief,  at  leaft,  the 
mod  common,  argument,  for  thofe  laboured  encomiums  on  the 
dead,  which  for  many  years  hay^  fo  much  prevailed  among  Us,  i^ 
that  there  can  be  no  fufpicion  of  flattery :  Yet  we  all  know,  thait 
the  Pulpit,  on  thofe  occafions,  has  been  fo  frequently  proftituted 
to  thofe  fervile  ends,  that  it  is  now  no  longer  capable  of  ferving 
them.  Men  take  it  for  granted^  that  wl^t  is  there  faid,  are 
words  of  courfe :  That  the  bufinefs  of  the  fpeaker  is  to  defcribe 
the  beauty,  not  the  likenefs  of  the  pi£lure  :  and  fo  it  be  only  weU 
drawn,  he  cares  not  who  it  refembles.  In  a  word,  that  his  bu- 
finefs is  to  ftiew  his  own  wit,  not  the  generofity.of  his  friend,  bf 
giving  him  all  the  virtues  he  can  think  on. 

This  indeed  is  an  end  that  is  vifibly  ferved  in  thofe  ill-timed 
commendations ;  of  what  other  ufe  they  are,  it  is  hard  to  fay. 
It  is  of  no  fervice  to  the  dead,  to  celebrate  his  anions  :  fince 
he  has '  the  applaufe  of  God,  and  his  holy  angels,  and  his  own 
confcience.  And  it  is  of  very  little  ufe  to  the  living.  Since  he 
who  defires  a  pattern,  may  find  enough  propofed  as  fuch  m  the 
facred  Writings.  What,  ninft  one  be  raifed  from  the  dead  to  . 
inftruft  him,  whilft  Mofes,  the  Prophets,  an5  the  bleffed  Jesus, 
are  ftiH  prefented  to  his  view  in  thofe  everlafl:ing  Tables  ?  Cer- . 
tain  it  is,  that  he  who  will  not  imitate  thf  fe,  would  not  be  con* 
Verted,  though  one  literally  rofe  from  the  dead. 

Let  it  fuiBce  to  have  paid  my  laft  duty  to  him,  (whether  he  is 
now  hovering  over  thefe  lower  regions,  or  retired  already  to  the 
Mannons  of  eternal  glory,)  by  faying,  in  a  few  plain  words,  fuch 
js  were  his  own,  and  fuch  as  were  always^  agreeable  to  him. 
That  he  was  to  his  ParentSi  an  afFedionate,  dutiful  Son  ;  to  his 
Acquaintance,  an  ingenuous,  c{iearful,  good-natured  Companion  j 
and  to  me,  a. well-tried,  finci^  Friend. 

At  fuch  a  lofs,  if  confidertd  without  the  alleviating  circum- 
|W.cSy  who  can  blame  him  that  drops  a  tear?  The  tender  melt- 
wgs  .of  an /heart  diflblved  with  fondnefs,  when  it  reflects  on  the 
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feveral  agreeable  moments,  whieh  have  now  taken  their  flight, 
never  to  return,  gives  an  authority  to  fotne  degree  of  forrow. 
Nor  will  human  frailty  permit  an  ordinary  acquaintance  to  take 
his  laft  leave  of  them  without  it.  Who  then  can  conceive,  much 
lefs  defcribe,  the  ftrong  emotion,  the  fecret  workings  of  foul, 
which  a  Parent  feels  on  fuch  an  occafion!  None  Uirely,  but 
thofe  who  are  parents  themfelves  :  Unlefs  thofe  few  who  have 
experienced  the  power  of  friendfliip,  thin  which,  human  nature 
on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  knows  no  clofer,  no  fofter,  no  ftronger 
tie ! 

At  the  tearing  afunder  of  thefe  facrcd  bslnds,  well  may  we  al- 
low without  blame,  fome  parting  pangs ;  but  the  difficulty  is,  to 
put  as  fpeedy  a  period  to  them,  as  Religion  and  Reafon  command 
us.  What  can  give  us  fufficient  ciftfc,  after  that  rupture,  which 
ihas  left  fuch  an  aking  void  in  ou)r  breaft?  What  indeed,  bat  the 
reflexion  already  mentioned,  which  can  never  be  inculcated  too 
often  ;  That  we  are  haftening  to  him  ourfelves  :  That,  —  pafs 
:but  a  few  years,  perhaps  hours,  which  will  foon  be  over,  and 
•not  only  this,  but  all  other  defires  will' be  fatisfied.  When  we 
fhall  exchange  the  gaudy  (hadow  of  plcafure  we  have  enjoyed, 
for  fincere,  fubftantial,  untranfitory  happinefs. 

*  With  this  confideration  well  imprinted  in  our  mind,  it  is  far 
better,  as  Solomon  obfcrves,  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning, 
than  to  the  houfe  of  feafting.  The  one  unbraces  the  foul,  dif- 
bcrtn's  oiir  refolution,  and  lays  us  open  to  an  attack.  The  pther, 
X^autions  us  to  recolleift  our  reafon,  and  ftand  upon  our  guard,  and 
-infufes  that  noble  fteadinefs,  and  ferioufriefs  of  temper,  which 
4t  is  not  in  the  power  of  an  ordinary  ftrokfe  to  difcompofe.  Such 
»bjc6ls  naturally  induce  us  to  lay  it  to  heart,  that  the  next  fum- 
mons  may  be  our  own !  and  that  fince  death  is  the  end  of  all 
men,  without  exception,  it  is  higlHttmc  for  the  living  to  lay  it  to 
.heart. 

■  If  we  are  at  any  time  In  danger  of  being  overcome,  by  dwell- 
ing too  long  on  the  gloomy  fide  of  this  profpeft,  to  the  giving  us 
'pain,  the  making  us  unfit  for  the  duties  and  offices  of  life,  im- 
pairing our  faculties  of  body  or  mind,  which  proceedings,  (as 
has  been  already  ihewn,)  is  both  abfurd,  unprofitable,  and  fin- 
ful :  Let  us  immediately  recur  to  the  bright  fide  of  it,  and  re- 
flt&y  with  gratitude  as  well  as  humility.  That  our  time  paffcth 
away  like  a  fhadow  ;  and  that  when  we  awake  from  this  momen- 
tary dream,  we  (hall  then  have  a  clearer  view  of  that  latter  day, 
Jn  which  our  Redeemer  (hall  fiand  upon  the  earth:  When  diis 
eorruptable  fhall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  ihall  be 
clothed  with  immortality:  And  when  we  (hall  fing,  with  the 
united  choirs  of  Men  and  Angels,  **  O  Death,  where  is  thy 
fting  ?    .0  Grave,  where  is  thy  vi^ory  ?  *' 

LETTER 
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LETTER.  VIIL 
From  the,  Bishop  of  LAND AFF  to  THOMAS  PAINE, 
[  Concluded  from  page  389.  ] 

YOU  want  to  know  why  Jefus  did  not  (hew  himfelf  to  all  th«  - 
people  after  his  refurredHon.  —  This  is  one  of  Spinoza's 
objeftions:  and  it  may  found  well  enough  in  the  mouth  of  a  jew, 
wifhing  to  excufe  the  infidelity  of  his  countrymen :  but  it  is  not 
judicioufly  adopted  by  deifts  of  other  nations.  God.  gives  us  the 
means  of  health,  but  he  does  not  force  us  to  the  ufe  of  them ; 
he  gives  us  the  powers  of  the  mind,  but  he  does  not  compel  ut 
to  the  cultivation  of  them:  he  gave  the  jews  opportunities  of 
feeing  the  miracles  of  Jefus,  but  he  did  not  oblige  them  to  be- 
lieve them.  They  who  perfevered  in  their  incredulity  after  the 
rcfurrcftion  of  Lazarus,  would  have  perfevered  alfo  after  the  re- 
furredion  of  Jefus.  Lazarus  had  been  buried  four  days,  Jefus 
but  three :  the  body  of  Lazarus  had  begun  to  undergo  corruption, 
the  body  of  Jefus  faw  no  corruption ;  why  ihould  you  exped, 
that  they  would  have  believed  in  Jefus  on  his  own  refurredion, 
when  they  had  not  believed  in  him  on  the  refurredion  of  Laza- 
rus ?  When  the  pharifees  were  told  of  the  refurredion  of  La- 
zarus, they,  together  with  the  chief  priefts,  gathered  a  council, 
and  faid  —  <<  What  do  we  ?  for  this  man  doeth  many  miracles. 
If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  him :  —  then 
from  that  day  forth  they  took  counfel  together  to  put  him  to 
death.''  The  great  men  at  Jerufalem,  you  fee,  admitted  that 
Jefus  had  raifed  Lazaius  from  the  dead  ;  yet  the  belief  of  that 
miracle  did  not  generate  convi6tion  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift ; 
it  only  exafperated  their  malice,  and  accelerated  their  purpofe  of 
deftroying  him.  Had  Jefus  fhewn  himfelf  after  his  refurredion, 
the  chief  priefts  would  probably  have  gathered  another  council, 
have  opened  it  with.  What  do  we  ?  and  ended  it  with  a  deter- 
mination to  put  him  to  death.  As  to  us,  the  evidence  of  the  re- 
furre6tion  qt  Jefus,  which  we  have  in  the  New  Teftament,  is 
far  more  convincing,  than  if  it  had  been  related  that  he  fhewed 
himfelf  to  every  man  in  Jerufalem ;  for  then  we  ihould  have  had 
a  fufpicion,  that  the  whole  ftory  had  been  frabrigated  by  tlic 
j«ws. 

You  think  Paul  an  improper  witnefs  of  the  refurreftion,  I 
flunk  him  one  of  the  fitteft  that  could  have  been  chofen ;  and  for 
this  reafon  —  his  teftimony  is  the  teftimony  of  a  former  enemy. 
He  had,  in  his  own  miraculous  converfion,  fufficicnt  ground  for 
<^kanging  his  opinion  as  to  a  matter  of  fa6l ;  for  believing  that  to 
^vc  been  a  h^y  which  h?  had  formerly,  through  cxttenw  pre- 
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Judice,  confidered  as  a  fable.  For  the  truth  of  the  refurre^n 
of  Jefus  he  appeals  to  above  two  hundred  and  iifi^  living  wit* 
neffes  ;  and  before  whom  does  he  make  this  appeal  ?  —  Before 
his  enemies,  who  were  able  and  willing  to  blaft  his  charaSer, 
if  he  had  advanced  an  untruth.  — You  know,  undoubtedly,  that 
Paul  had  refided  at  Corinth  near  two  years  ;  that,  during  a  part 
of  that  time,  he  had  teftified  to  the  jews,  that  Jefus  was  the 
Chrift;  that,  finding  the  bulk  of  that  nation  obftinate  in  their 
unbelief,  he  had  turned  to  the  gentiles,  and  had  converted  many 
to  the  faith  in  Chrift  ;  that  he  left  Corinth,  and  went  to  preach 
the  gofpel  in  other  .parts  ;  that,  about  three  years  after  he  had 
qpitted^  Corinth,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  converts  which  he  had 
made  in  that  place,  and  who  after  his  departure  had'  been  fplit 
fnto  different  fa<£lions,  and  had  adopted  different  teachers  in  op- 
pofition  to  Paul.  From  this  account  we  may  be  certain,  that 
Paul's  lettcx,  and  every  circumftance  in  it,  would  be  minutely 
examined.  The  city  of  Corinth  was  full  of  jews  ;  thefe  men 
were,  in  general,  Paul's  bitter  enemies  ;  yet,  in  the  face  of  them 
?U,  he  afferts,  <<  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  ,buried  ;  that  he  rofe 
again  the  third  day ;  that  he  was  feen  of  Cephas,  then  of  the 
twelve  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  feen  of  above  five  hundred  bre- 
thren .  at  once,  of  whom  the  greater  part  Were  then  alive.  An 
appeal  to  above  250  living  witnefifes,  is  a  pretty  ftrong  proof  of  a 
ft6l ;  but  it  becomes  irrefiftiblc,  when  the  appeal  is  fubmitted  to 
the  judgment  of  enemies.  St.  Paul,  you  muft  allow,  was  a 
man  of  ability  ;  but  he  would  have  been  an  ideot,  had  he  put  it 
in  the  power  of  his  enemies  to  prove,  from  his  own  letter,  that 
he  was  a  lying  rafcal.     They  neither  proved,  nor  attempted  to 

8 rove,   any  fuch  thing  ;    and  therefore  we  may  fafely  conclude, 
jat  the  teftimony  of  Paul  to  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  was  true : 
and  it  is  a  teftimony,  |n  my  opinion,  of  the  greateft  weight. 

You  come,  you  fay,  to  the  laft  fcene,  the  afcenfion ;  upon 
which,  in  your  opinion,  "  the  reality  of  the  future  miffion  of 
the  difciples  was  to  reft  for  proof.**  —  I  do  not  agree  with  yoii  in 
this^  The  reality  of  the  future  miffion  of  the  apoftles  might 
have  been  proved, .  though  Jefus  Chrift  had  not  vifibly  afcended 
into  heaven.  Miracles  are  the  proper  proofs  of .  a  divine 
XQiiBon  ;  and  when  Jefus  gave  the  apoftles  a  commiffion  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  he  commanded  them  to  ftay  at  Jerufalem,  till  they 
**  were  endued  with  power  from  on  high."  Matthew  has  omit- 
ted the  mention  of  the  afcenfion ;  and  John,  you  fay,  has  not 
laid  ^  fyllable  about-it.  I  think  otherwife.  John  has  not  given 
an'  ekprefs  account  of  the  afcenfion,  but  has  certainly  faid  fome- 
thing  about  it ;  for  he  informs  us,  that  Jefus  faid  to  Mary  — 
?*  Touch  me  not  \  for  I  am  liot  yet  afcended  to  my  fiither ;  but 
1^  to  my  brethren,  and.  fay  unto  them,  I  afcend  x^io  my  father 
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and  your  father,  and  to  my  God  and  your  God."  This  is  fiirely 
faying  fomething  about  the  afcenfion  ;  and  if  the  fa£t  of  the  af- 
cenfion  be  not  related  by  John  or  Matthew,  it  may  reafonably 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  omiflion  was  made,  on  account  of  the  no- 
toriety of  the  fad.  That  the  fa6l  was  generally  known,  may  he 
Juftly  collefted  from  the  reference  which  Peter  makes  to  it  in  the 
hearing  of  all  the  jews,  a  very  few  days  after  it  had  happened 
—  "This  Jefus  hath  God  raifed  up,  whereof  we  all  are  wit- 
neffes.  Therefore  being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  exaltedJ"  — 
Paul  bears  teftimony  alfo  to  the  afcenfion,  when  he  fays,  that 
Jefus  was  received  up  into  glory.  As  to  the  difference  you  con- 
tend fon  between  the  account  of  the  afcenfion,  as  given  by  Mark 
and  Luke,  it  does  not  cxift;  except  in  this,  that  Maxk  omits  the 
particulars  of  Jefus  going  with  his  apoftles  to  Bethany,  and 
bleffing  them  there,  which  are  mentioned  by  Luke.  But  bmis- 
fions,  I  muft  often  put  you  in  mind,  are  not  contradiftions. 

You  have  now,  you  fay,    "  gone  through  the  examination  of 
the  four  books  afcribed  to  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John  ; 
and  when  it  is  confidered  that  the  whole  fpace  of  time,  from  the. 
crucifixion  to  what  is  called  the  afcenfion,  is  but  a  few  days,  ap- 
parently not  more  than  three  o^  four,  and  that  all  the  circum- 
ftances  ^re  reported  to  have  happened  near  the  feme  fpot,  Jeni- 
falem,  it  is,   I  believe,  impoffible  to  find,  in  any  ftory  upon  re- 
cord, fo  many^  and  fuqh  glaring  abfurdities,  contradidlions,  and 
falfehoods,  as  are  in  thofe  books."  —  What  am  I  to  fay  to  this  ?. 
An\  I  to  fay  that,  in  writing  this  paragraph,  you  have  forfeited 
your  charadtcr  as  an  honeft  man  ?     Or,  admitting  your  honefty, 
am  r  to  fay  that,  you  are  grofsly  ignorant  of  the  fubjeft  ?     Let 
the  reader  judge.  —  John  lays,  that  Jefus  appeared  to  his  difci- 
ples  at  Jerufalem  on  the  day  of  his  refurre6lion,  and  that  Tho- 
mas was  not  then  with  them.  — The  fame  John  fays,  that  after 
fight  days  he  appeared  to  them  again,  when  Thomas  was  witfc 
them.  —  Now  fir,  how  apparently  three  or  four  days  can  be  con- 
fiftent  with  really  eight  days,  I  leave  you  to  make  out.     But  this 
is  not  the  whole  of  John's  teftimony,  either  with  refpe£l  to  place 
,or  time — for  he  fays — After  thefe  things  (after  the  two  appear- 
ances to  the  ^difciples  at  Jerufalem  on  the  firft  and  on  the  eighth 
<lay  after  the  refurreftiort)     Jefus  ihewed  himfelf  again  to  his 
<iifciples  at  the  fea  of  Tiberias,     The  fea  of  Tiberias,  I  prefume 
y^u  know,   was  in  Galilee  \  and  Galilee,  you  may  know,  was 
fixty  or  feventy  miles  from  Jerufalem  ;  it  muft  have  taken  the 
^ifciples  fome  time,  after  the  eightii  day,  to  travelfrom  Jerufa- 
lem into  Galilee.     What,  in  your  own  infulting  language  to  the 
Priefts,  y^h^t  have  you  to  anfwer,  as  to  the  fame  fpot.  Jerufalem^ 
^s  to  your  apparently  three  or  four  days  ?  —  But  this  is  not  alU 
tuke,  in  the  begjinning  of  the  A<Sts,  refers  to  his  gofpel,  and 
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fays  -  -  **  Chrift  fhewed  himfelf  alive  after  his  paffion,  by  many 
infallible  proofs,  being  feen  of  the  apoftles  forty  days,  and  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the. kingdom  of  God  :"  —  inftead 
of  four^  you  perceive  there  were  forty  days  between  the  cruci- 
fixion and  the  afceniion. 

I  need  not,  I  truft,  after  this,  trouble  myfelf  about  the  falfe- 
hoods  and  contradidlions  which  you  impute  to  tl\e  evangelifts  \ 
your  readers  cannot  but  be  upon  their  guard,  as  to  the  credit  due 
to  your  affertions,  however  bold  and  improper.  You  will 
fuffer  me  to  remark,  that  the  cvangelifts  were  plain  men ;  who, 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  their  narration,  and  confcious  of  their 
^  own  integrity,  have  related  what  they  knew  with  admirable 
fimplicity.  They  feem  to  have  faid  to  the  jews  of  their  time, 
and  to  fay  to  the  jews  and  unbelievers  of  all  times — ^We  have 
told  you  the  truth ;  and  if  you  will  not  believe  us,  we  have  no- 
thing more  to  fay. — Had  they  been  impoftors,  they  would  have 
written  with  more  caution  and  art,  have  obviated  every  cavil, 
and  avoided  every  appearance  of  contradidtion.  This  they  have 
not  done ;  and  Ais  1  confider  as  a  proof  of  their  honefty  and 
veracity. 

John  the  baptift  had  given  his  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  our 
Saviour's  miffion  in  the  moft  unequivocal  terms :  he  afterwards 
fent  two  of  his  difciples  to  Jcftis,  to  a(k  him  whether  he  was 
really  the  expeftcd  Meffiah  or  not.  Matthew  relates  both  thefc 
circumftances  :  had  the  writer  of  the  book  of  Matthew  been  an 
impoftor,  wt)uld  he  have  invalidated  John's  teftimony,  by  bring- 
ing forward  his  real  or  ;ipparent  doubt  ?  Impoffible !  Matthew, 
having  proved  the  refurredion  of  Jefus,  tells  us,  that  the  eleven 
difciples  went  away  into  Galilee  into  a  mountain  where  Jefus 
had  appointed  them,  and  **  when  they  faw  him,  they  worihip- 
ped  him :  but  fomc  doubted." — ^Would  an  impoftor,  in  the  very 
laft  place  where  he  mentions  the  refurreftion,  and  in  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  book,  have  fuggefted  fuch  a  cavil  to  unbelievers,  as 
to  fay — ^fome  doubted  ?  ImpoflTible !  The  evangelift  has  left  us  to 
colle6t  the  reafon  why  fome  doubted  :*— the  difciples  faw  Jefus, 
at  a  diftance,  on  the  mountain ;  and  fome  of  them  fell  down 
and  worfhipped  him  ;  whilft  others  doubted  whether  the  perfon 
they  faw  was  really  Jefus  ;  their  doubt,  however,  could  not  have 
laftcd  long,  for  in  the  very  next  verfe  we  are  told,  that  Jefus 
came  and  fpake  unto  them. 

Great  and  laudable  *pains  have  been  taken  by  many  learned 
men,  to  harmonize  the  feveral  accounts  given  us  by  the  evange- 
lifts  of  the  refurredtion.  It  does  not  feem  to  me  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  any  great  confcquence  to  chriftianity,  whether  the  ac- 
counts can,  in  every  minute  particular,  be  harmonized  or  not ; 
fince  tliere  id  no  fuch  difcerdance  vol  them,  as  to.  render  the  b& 
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of  the  refurroaion  doubtful  to  any  impartial  mind. .  If  any  man> 
in  a  court  of  juAi<?e,  fhould  give  pofitive  evidence  of  a  faiSt ; 
and  three  others  fhould  afterwards  be  examined,  and  all  of  them 
fliould  confirm  tjie  evidence  of  the  firft  as  to  the  fad,  but 
ftould  apparently  differ  from  him  and  from  each  other,  by  be- 
ing more  or  lefs  particular  in  their  accounts  of  the  circumftances^ 
attending  the  ifiA ;  ought  we  to  doubt  of  the  fadt,  becaufe  wc 
could  not  harmoni^&e  the  evidence  ^  refpedting  the  circuxnftances 
relating  to  it  ?  The  omiflion  of  any  one  circumftance  (fuch  a$ 
that  of  Mary  Magdalene  •  having  gone  twice  to  the  fepulchre  ; 
or  that  of  the  angel  liaving,  after  he  had  rolled  away  the  ftonc 
from  the  fepulchre,  entered  into  the  fepulchre)  may  render  an 
harmony  impoKIible,  without  having  recourfe  to  fuppofition  to 
fupply  defecSi.  You  deifts  laugh  at-  all  fuch  attempts,  and  call 
them  prieftcraft.  I  think  it  better  then,  in  arguiqg  with  you, 
to  admit  that  there  may  be  (not  granting,  however,  that  there 
is]  aii  irreconcileable  differance  between  the  evangelifts  in  fome 
01  their  accounts  refpe<Sling  the  life  of  Jefus,  or  his  rcfurredion. 
—Be  it  fo ;  vrhat  then  ?  Does  this  difference,  admitting  it  to 
be  real,  deftroy.thc  credibility  of  the  gofpcl  hiftory  in  any  of 
it's  effential  points?.  Certainly,  in  iny  opinion,  not.  As  I 
look  upon  this  to  be  a  general  anfwer  to  moft  of  your  deiftical 
objedions,  I  pro£efs  my  fincerity,  in  faying  that  I  confider  it 
as  a  true  and  fufEcient  anfwer ;  and  I  leave  it  to  your  confider- 
ation.  I  have,  purpofely,  in  the  whole  of  this  difcuffiqn,  been 
filent  as  to  the  infpiration  of  the  eyangelifts ;  well  knowing  that 
you  would  have  rejefied,  with  fcorn,  any  thing  I  could  have 
faid  on  that  point :  but,  m  difputing  with  a  doift,  I  do  moft 
folemnly  contend,  that  the  chriftian  religion  is  trUc,  and  wor* 
%  of  all  acceptation,  whether  the  evangeliils  were  infpired 
or  not. 

Unbelievers,  in  general,  wifh  to  conceal  their  fentiments ; 
they  have  a  decent  refpedl  for  public  opinion ;  are-  cautious  of 
affronting  the  religion  of  their  country  j  fearful  of  undermin- 
ing the  foundations  of  civil  fociety.  Some  few  have  been  more 
daring,  but  lefs  judicious ;  and  have,  without  difguife,  pro- 
fcffed  their  unbelief.  But  you  are  the  firft  who  ever  fwore  that 
be  Was  an  infidel,  concluding  your  deiftical  creed  with — So  help 
me  (Sod !  I  pray-  that  God  may  help  you ;  that  he  may, 
through  the  influence  of  his  holy  fpirit,  bring  you  to  a  right 
niind  :  convert  you  to  the  religion  of  his  Son,  whom  out  of  his 
abundant  love  to  mankind,  he  fent  into  the  world,  that  all  who 
believe  in  him  fliould  not  perifh,  but  have  cverlafting  life. 

You  fwear,  that  you  think  the  chriftian  religion  is  not  true. 
i  give  full  credit  to  your  oath :  it  is  an  oath  in  confirmation — of 
wh^t?— ^f  an  opif^ion. — It  proves  the  fincerity  of  your  de- 
claration 
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claration  of  your  opinion  ;  but  the  opinion,  notwithfhuiding  the 
oath,  may  be  either  true  or  falfe.  Permit  me  to  produce  to  you 
anoa^h  not  confirming  an  opinion,  butafadl';  it  is  the  oath  of  St. 
Paul,  when  he  fwears  to  the  Galatians,  that,  in  what  he  told 
them  of  his  miraculous  converiion,  he  did  not  tell  a  lie: 
•*  Now  the  things  which  I  write  unto  you,  behold,  before  God, 
I  lie  not." — Do  but  give  that  credit  to  Paul  which  I  give  to 
you,  do  but  confider  the  diflerence  between  an  opinion  and  a 
faft,  and  I  Ihall  not  defpair  of  your  becoming  a  chriftian. 

Deifm,  you  fay,  confiils  in  a  belief  of  one  God,  and  an 
imitation  of  his  moral  charader,  or  the  pra^tce  of  what  is 
called  virtue ;  and  in  this  (as  far  as*  religion  is  concerned)  you 
veft  all  your  hopes.- — ^There  is  nothing  in  deifm  but  what  is  in 
thriftianity,  but  there  is  miidh  in  chriftianity  which  is  not  in 
deifm.  /The  chriftian  has  no  doubt  concerning  a  future  ftate ; 
every  deift,  frOm  Plato  to  Thomas  Paine,  is  on  this  fubjeft 
overwhelmed  with  doubts  infuperable  by  human  reafon.  The 
chriftian  has  no  mifgivings  as  to  the  pardon  of  penitent  finners, 
through  the  intercjcflion  of  a  mediator ;  the  deift  is  harraffed 
with  apprehenfion  left  the  moral  juftice  of  God  fhould  demand, 
with  inexorable  rigour,  punishment  for  tranfgreffion.  The 
chriftian  has  no  doubt  concerning  the  lawfulncfs  and  the  eflScacy 
of  prayer  ;  the  deift  is  difturbed  on  this  point  by  abftraft  con- 
iidcrations  concerning  the  goodncfs  of  God,  which  wants  not  to 
be  intreated  ;  concerning  his  forefight,  which  has  no  need  of 
our  information;  concerning  his  immutability,  which  cannot 
be  changed  through  our  fupplication.  The  chriftian  admits  the 
providence  of  God,  and  the  liberty  of  human  aftions ;  the  deift 
is  involved  in  great  difficulties,  when  he  undertakes  the  proof  of 
either.  The  chriftian  has  affurance  that  the  Spirit  of  God  will 
help  his  infirmities  ^  the  deift  does  not  deny  the  poflibility  that 
God  may  have  accefs  to  the  human  mind,  but  he  has  no  ground 
to  believe  the  fadl  of  his  either  enlightening  the  underftanding, 
influencing  the  will,  or  purifying  the  heart. 

LIFE  OF  PHILIP  MELANGTHON.         ^ 
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CHAP  IV.  The  Providence  $f  GoD  watches  over  the  Affairs 
of  the  Church.  Strange  notions  refpeSfing  the  Reformation. 
Some  Account  of  Luther,  Licentioufnefs  of  Pope  Leo  X.  He 
has  Recourfe  to  the  Sale  of  Indulgences.  Tetzei  vends  fhen  iit 
Saxony.  Luther  oppofes  Teizel  —  Publijhes  Ninety  five  Thejes^ 
and,  begins  the  Reformation.  The  Servants  of  God  poorh  re- 
warded for  their  Labours.     Remarkahle  Dr^am  of  we  EUB^r 
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9f  Saxony.     State  of  Luther's   Mind.     Eccius    and    Prieriqs 
write  againft  him.     His  Opinions  fpread  rapidly  through  Ge^^ 
many.     Cited  before   Cardinal    Cajefan.     Hir    mble    Firmnefs 
en  that  Occajion.     His  Letter  to  Mftan^hon%     Luther's  Jud^- 
mint  of  Melan&hon. 
'THOUGH   the  Providence  of  Gootx  ordinarily  proceeds  in  % 
A    filent  and  imperceptible  manner,    accomplilhing  its  greit 
defigQs  with  infinite  dignity,   limplicity,   and   cafe ;    (for  what 
cah  be  hard  to  Almighty  Power  direiftcd  by  unerring  Wifdom  ?) 
yet  the  arm  of  God  is  fo  confpicuoufly  difplayed,  on  fome  im- 
portant occafions,  that  the  moft  profane  and  inconfiderate,  are 
conftrained  to  acknowledge  the  great  Sover«ion  of  the  Univerfe, 
and  the  certainty  of  a  divine  interpdition.     The  faithful,  in- 
deed, are  well  aflured  from  the  teftimony  of  Scripture,  confirm- 
ed by  the  hiftpry  of  mankind  In  all  ages,  that  the  Divine  Do- 
minion extends  itfelf  to  all  human    affairs ;   and  that  nations, 
kiiigdoms,    provinces,   cities>    and  individuals,    are  under  the 
more  immediate  infpedkion  of  the  all-feeing  Eye  of  Gob. 

The  coniideration,  more  efpecially,  of  that  Paternal  Provi- 
dence, which  watches  over  the  ChrifHan  Church,  with  a  kind  of 
tender  ibiicitude,  guiding  its  progrefs,  counterafting  the  fchemes 
of  its  enemies,  diredling  its  minifters  and  members,  extricating 
them  from  perplexities,  embafraffments,  and  dangers,  cannot 
£ail  to  afibrd  much  confolation  and  fupport  to  the  righteous ;  —  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  which  (hould  conftrain  them,  in  this  infidel  age, 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  alTert  that 
**  Eternal  Providence, 
*<  And  juftify  the  ways  of  God  to  men." 
Kefle^^ions  like  thefc  will  naturally  occur  to  everj^  pious  mind, 
on  a  review  pf  that  period  of  hiilory  which  is  under  our  prefent 
confideration.  The  Work  of  Gop,  indeed,  broke  out  fo  urt- 
cxpo6iedIy  at  the  Reformation,  and  purfued  its  way  in  fo  rapid  and 
triumphant  a.  manner,  that  it  utterly  confounded  the  men  of  the 
world :  Strangers  to  its  true  caufe,  and  its  real  deiign,  with  an 
infatuation  that  muft  excite  our  compaflion,  they  ablurdly  afcrt- 
bed  it  to  a  certain  malignant  influence  of  the  fhirs,  —  <'  infpir- 
ing  men  with  a  fpirit  of  giddinefs,  and  a  love  of  irniovation." 
From  a  little  acquaintance  however,  wiA  the  hiftory  of  the 
Church  of  Chjrift,  in  different .  ages,  every ,  candid  enquirer 
will  be  convinced,  that  it  has  been  no  unufual  thing,  for  the 
Wifdom  of  Q^u  to  make  choice  of  what  arc  deemed  the 
fooUih  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  wife,  and  the 
weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  mi^ty,  that  no  flefli 
might  glory  in  his  %bt,  but  that  he  that  gloriem  might  glory  in 
the  Lord. 
Vqi..  XX.  Sept.  J797,  Martim 
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Martin  Luther/  z  native  of  Eifleben  in  Saxony,  wa»the 
.  inftrument  chofen  of  God,  at  length,  to  begin  the  work  of  the 
,  Reformation.  This  extraordinary  man  appears  to  have  been  early 
.  under  the  dicedion  of  ati  .{nvifible  hand*    Many  circumftanccs 
of  a  very  uncommon  riature  will  doubtlefs  occur  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  thofc  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  that  Rcfonti- 
er.     His  firft  religious  imprefltons  were  occafioned  by  fiie  awful 
;  and  unexpc^ed  death  of  an  intimate  friend  and  fellow  ftudcnt  in 
the  Untveriity  of  Erford,    and  by  a   providential  deliverance 
.  vouchfafed  to  him,  when  in  a  tremendous  ftorm  he  was  ftruck  to 
the  ground  by  lightning,   without  receiving  any  hurt.     Filled 
^  V  ith  an  awful  convidion  of  the  power  of  God,  and  the  dangers 
.  and  temputions  to  which  his  prefent  fituation  expofed  him,  hedeter- 
^  mined  inftantly  to  leave  the  univerfity,  to  renounce  the  world, 
^and  to  devote  his  life  to  GoD.     With  this  view  he  entered  his 
name  amongft  the  Auguftinian  Monks^   who  happened  at  that 
..time  to  have  a  Monaftery  in  the  very  fame  place.     The  diftrcfs 
of  his  mind  increafed,    in  this  folitude.     He  fought  reft  to  his 
foul,  in  prayer  and  meditation,  and  he  could  not  feek  in  vain. 
One  day  he  unexpcdtedly  met  with  a  negledted  copy  of  the  Bible, 
in  the  library  of  his  monaftery,  which  opened  the  fources  of  con- 
folation  to  him,  and  immediately  led  him  to  the  fountain  head  of 
truth..   .  Here  alfo  he  found  fome  of  the  difcourfes  of  the  Bohe- 
.mian  Martyr,    John  Huss,  and  felt  no  fmall  indignation  at 
thoft  men,  aivl  their  wicked  principles,  by  which  that  great  and 
good  man  was  condemned  to  the  flames.     And  here  it  was,  that 
the  light  of  faith  firft  vilited  hts  mind ;  for  it  was  in  this  place 
that  he  became  acquainted  with  the  dodrine  of  Juftification  by 
Faith,  and  the  knowledge  of  Salvation  by  the  Remiflion  of  fins. 
What  an  adorable  Providence,  that  the  light  of  faith  (hould 
fpring  up  in  the  darknefs  of  a  Romilh  Monaftery !    And  that  the 
'    Truth  of  God  (hould  be  thus  effedually  preferved,  notwithftaod- 
ing  all  the  malice  and  fubtlety'  of  men  and  of  devils !     From 
this  monaftery  he  was  providentially  removed  to  the  Univerfity 
of  Wittemberg,  in  coniequence  of  a  recommendation  £rom  the 
.Vicar-general  of  his  Order,  to  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony.     In  this 
Univerfity  he  firft  taught  Philofophy,  and  in  the  couife  of  a  few 
years  became  profeflbr  of  a  fublimer  fcience,  that  of  Divinity, 
and  at  length  a  Teacher  of  the  Gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God. 

Luther  appears  to  have  poflTeffed  every  qualification  neceffaiy 
for  the  arduous  and  difficult  work  to  which  he  was  called.  His 
underihmding,  naturally  ftrong  and  comprehenfive,  was  fumifhed 
with  all  the  learning  of  his  times.  His  mind  was  forcible  and 
.vehement  in  all  its  operations,  attracted  by  great  obje£ls,  and 
roufcd  by  oppofttlon  and  danger,  and  certainly  few  men  ever 
poffeft  equal  courage  and  intrepidity.      He  was  eminently  dead 

to 
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to  the  world,  and  all  its  allurements^  He  had  a  fupreme  vene- 
ration for  the  fcriptures,  and  refufed  to  admit  any  authority^ 
that  flood  in  competition  with  it.  He  had  a  deep  conviftion  of 
the  horrid  corruptions  of  the  churcl;  of  Rome,  and  having  felt 
the  awful  Majefty  of  divine  Truth,  he  expeded  that  all  other 
men  fhould  bow  before  it,  and  inftantly  fubmit  to  its  dominion. 
The  bolder  energies  of  Luther's  mind,  formed  a  flriking  con- 
trail with  the  milder  and  more  amiable,  but  ttot  lefs  perfevering 
fpirit  of  Melandlhon.  By  this  means  however  tbcy  were  ;^dmittibly 
adapted  to  affift  each  other.  Such  was  the  noan  who  wa^  ordain* 
ed  of  God  to  ftrike  the  firft  decifive  blow,  which  hi  the  courfi5» 
of  a  few  year$  led  to  a  final  fi^pfiration  of  more  thin  half  of  the 
nations  of  Europe,  from  the  tyranny  and  ufuip^tions  of  the 
Church  of  Rome* 

Leo.X.  fuccecded  Julius  Il/in  the  papal  'fhrone,  A.  D; 
1 51 3.  He  was  immediately  defcended  from  that  celebrated  Flo-: 
rcntinc,  Cofmo  de  Medtcis,  a  man  bom  for  the  good  of  maiw 
kind,  and  whofe  tomb  was  juftly  infcribed  with-^ofe  memorsd>le^ 
lines,  .  :  :      . 

"  The  Father  of  his  People. 

And  the  Deliverer  of  ms  Country.'*  '  * 

Notwidiftanding  the  (hining  qualhies  which  hiftorians  have  af- 
cribed  to  the  Roman  Pontiff,  and  he  was  certainly  munifident' 
to  nicn  of  genius,  yet  neverthclcft,  he  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
guilty  of  the  moft  fcandalous  voluptuoufncfs  and  diflipation,  ^)^6^' 
digality,  ambition,  and  inipiety.  '      ' 

The  loofercomediei  of  Ariftophanes  and  Machiavel  ^cre 
afted  in  the  pl-efence  of  the  Pope  and  his  Cardinals,  ndtwith-; 
ftanding  the  lewdnefs  of  thofe  paflages  which  muft  have'  ftiocltfed.' 
any  perfon  that  had  the  leaft  fenfe  of  decency  or  modefty. '  And. 
he  is  well  known  to  have  been  as  infidel  in  his  principles  as  he 
was  lieentious  in  his  practice ;,  for,  this  is  the  min  who  profanely^ 
faid  to  one  of  his  fccretaries.  Cardinal  Bembo,  "  How  profita- 
ble hath  this  Fable  of  Jefas  bceh  to  us,  and  to  our  Prcdeceflbrs!" 

The  ambition  of  the  church  of  Rome  and  Its  wprldly  projedls,^ 
had  repeatedly  exhaufled,  its  revenues;   this;,,  addfed  to  theprD- 
djgality  of  the  prefcnt  PbntifF,  tended  not  a  little  to  embarrafs; 
his  HoHnefs.     Leo  therefore  had  recourfe  to  the  iniquitous  pr^c- . 
tice  of  the  fale  of  indulgences,  in  order  to  recruit  his  finances^, 
and  to  affifl  him  in  canning  on  the  expenlive  flrudure  of  St. . 
Peter's  ehurch  at  Rome,  a  work  begun  by  his'predeceflfor.  .  ju* 
Huft  II.  firft  projefied  the  defign  of  ere<ftiog  an  edifice  which 
fliould  rival  in  magnificence  the  moft  celebrated  temples  in  the 
world. 

3  N  a  The     ' 
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The  Roman  chancery,  with  an  effrontery  which  wa$  ftiikii^ 

Jy  chajaifteriftick  of  the  myftic  harlot, .  that  mother  of  abomina-» 
tion&9  had  publi(hed  a  book,  dating  the  precife  fums  that  were  to 
be  exaded  for  the  pardon  of  each  particular  fin.  In  this  blaf* 
phemoas  catalogue,  may  be  ieen>  the  price  at  which  the  tovts 
pf  chaAity  might  be  violated  with  impunity ;  the  price  of  nmir^ 
der  and  afTuflinatioo:  of  perjury  and  forcery,  and  of  fuch  crimes 
as  cannot  even  b^  mentioned. 

Albert,  archWihop  of  Magdeburg,  was  empowered  by  the 
Pope  to  promiHgiite  indulgences  in  -Germany.  This  prelater 
eonimiffioned  Tetzel,  a  Dominieah  friar,  a  man  of  flagitious 
morals  and  (bameleis  impudenee,  16  retail  them  through  the 
Eledborate  of  Snicony.  This  unhappy  man  dwelt  mwrh  upon 
the  merit  of  thofc  indulgences,  and  prefTed  the  people  to  avaif 
tMemfelve^  of  .{Jk^-^advanivges  'to^  be  derived  from  them.  He 
affufcd  thcm^ib  i  great  Wii»;)dieir'  e£Scacy,  riwt  .whoever 
pnrcbafed  th<;m4i.ihould  Ohtaan  a  ceidbUn  .releafo  from  the  painsf 
of  )^gatory«  ^Q^t.iOr^ly  for  their  own  foids,..but  likewiCe  for  the 
fouls  of  others.  They  might,  faid  he,  fo  abundant  was  their 
merit,  not  only  obtain  paj'doxi.foctlic  .fins  that  they  had  already 
committed,  but  alfo.for  thofe  that  they  might  commit  in  future.^ 

At.  the  fame  tijrnei  various  fpecimens  of  extraordinary  relics 
were  ^xpofed  to  the  populace:  Such  for  inR^xicc  as  a  pjume  fron\ 
IVlichael  tlie  Archarigel ;  fom^.Qo^ls  on  which  the.  yen^wWi^  Ig- 
liatius  was  burnt, »^nd  others !of  a  llkcnature. 

Luther  beheld  thefe  things' wtth  indignation^  and  hewaited 
thcjj:  urihappy,influpii^e  upor>  th^  n>J"^4^  ^  ^^  P^P^^>  ^^  ^'^^^ 
at  once  enlnarecfbya  "blind  cre.^ulity  and  a  dangerous  i^ceotioqs* 
jiefs.  Wher\  they  came  to  him.Jor  eonfeflion^  they  were  cpn-» 
ftrained  to  Iiffen  to.adp<9:nne.  widely  different,  from  that  of . 
T^tzel,  he  thundered*  in  their  carsj  *^£xcipty£  rt^enty  yt  fiM 
^UUkrwife  perijh!^     .. 

Tetzel  undefftandiqg*  that  I/]ut)i'er  oppofed  bim,  was  fo  cxjrf- 
perated,  that  he,  began  publicly  to  pr^ch  againft-hinj,  andde-; 
nounced  vengeance  onfall  that  (hould(  (lafe  to  oppofe  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Pope.     .  /  .  '    : 

*  It  isfcarce  jpoflible  to  conc.civc,  in  ,f  .Protcfhnt  country, ''to  what 
Ti'orrid  lengths  this  iniquitous'  traffi^k  haVoeo;!  carried.  Records  have 
bSeh  found,  ftotn  whence  it  appears,  that  a  reverfiouary  indulgence 
was  granted  for  the.  Cardinal'  or  Lorraine^"  and  tweJve  perfbns  of 
bis  retinue,  by  wFrith  each'  of  ^Kem  had  the  cAoiceof  any  three  fins  . 
thtiy^,  chufed  Wtbttfitk:  -  Lfc  LabMtrcuf;  a- very  e^taft  writer,,  fays, 
that'  thfc  duicbe&of  Bourbon  tind  Auvcrgne,'  fiftcr  to  Charles  Vfll. 
hsd  ar  ri^  to  claim'  tbfJa]Mit>n'fot  herfelf,  and  for  ten  perfons  of 
her  retinue,  tor  all  the  fins. they  Ihould  commit,  during  their  lives,  up* 
flui  fojpiy-fevcn  holidays  in  the  year,  cxduiive  of  Sundays." 

^  The 
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'The  ftlind  of  Lutbcr  was '  too  miich  anv^'b}^  the  'mvpdSy^  of 
divine  Trutbi  and  too  much  concerned  for  the  fouis  o  fsnen,  to 
regard  fo  trifling  a  jrcpolfe.  He  proceeded  therefore  bnaiediatety* 
to  attack  the  AtWg  holds  of  Satan.  With  this  vicw^  h&  dtew 
up- and  publi(hed  mnftty-gve  Thiefes  ag^tnft  Itidul^snots}  and* 
aiExed  them  to  the  great:  church  atfWittembcTg,-0(ft;  31^^  ^517,: 
challenging  any  man  to  oppofe  them>.  either  by  trriiting  tii  difpu* 
tation.  The  firft  of  thefe  wa$,  *>  Out  Lord  auri  Maftcr  jpefus: 
Chrift'  conxmanding  repesitance,  !re(|uire&  that  the  whole  Ufe  of 
believers  fhould  be  a  peiepetual  (latd  of  peniteitoey  without  inter*' 
milRoo/'  .  .  * 

At  the  fame  tii«e,  he  wrote  with  becoming  xeal  to  tft^  Arch- 
hUhof  of'  CoJogney  and  vehemently  reitionftrated  againft  the' 
dangevooft  opittJons  and  wicked -^raftic^s  of  thofe  preachers  of 
Jnifulgences.  </  Thtf  Lofd  Jefos  W  ittf  wJtnefs,  faid  he,  that 
ifroin'  a  confcioiifiieli  (Sf  my  owh  littfen^fs' and  bafenefe/I  have. 
long  delarfed  what  I  am- nowcitAoTdehedtoperfbrnr/'  He  pro-' 
ceeds,  ^*  There  are  IttduIgehciSs^  tUriied  about^  as  by  your  mt)i?' 
illuftrious  authority ;  the  unhappy  purchafers  of  which  belicte> 
that, they  ^re  fure of  felvatlon ;  that  hereby  every  taime  of  evtrj 
kin4.is  foqgiv^n ;  aad  ^hat  whoever  haatflidk  an  Indui^i3ce,c  is  in.-' 
ilantly  free  from,  adl  punilhtnent  and  .guilt.  Obh^fTed  Gofiif 
are  tbe-ibuls;  pomfniittffl  to  your  charge  thus  trained  up  io'deftnic*^ 
tionj  Is  9^'then  itbe, heavy  aceourit.iricrBafihg^daa/,  which  yoU- 
are  to  ^ive  for  cyfe^i  <me  of  theni !  -  Therefore  .1  oouM  be  n<» 
longer.  4lenj^.  iff  I  intTQ^  yp^ii^ti^nefsy  therdforcy  to»  receive 
thofe  faithful  offices,  of  him  who  is  moft  humbly  devoted  to-  yoa  { 
fceiijj  I  .alfo  ?m.  ^  ^^tf  pfwuf  flock,  Mpft' reverend  Father, 
the  Lof<i  l^fws.PjTefexve  you  to^^  :  • 

.. T<^  tfiis  fefdhfuj  /andexi^UoRt  letter  ;thc  Archbifhcpp  made  ne^ 
reply.  In  a.foft»light's  time,  howeveryrithe  Thefes fp^eaid tvitb 
afbmfhing  rgpi^^y^  i^roKgk«)ut  all  Germany;  and  were  everyt 
where  read^H^tfcrtbe  udmoft'eagerncfe  and  attention.  Alf  men 
flood  aftonifhed  at  th^  boliinds  of  th&  man  who  dared-iingly  to 
oppofe  the  efOfmou$  power  .  and.  dangerous  i^fentmen^  ctf*  the 
church. of  Rome  l  it, was  natural  to  forefee,  \ht(  a  fate  not  unlikd 
that  of  Jerome  of  Pxague,  would  ccruiijly  await  hjin* 

.  Providtunoe.  however  raifed  him.  up  a  very  powdrfal  proteftor, 
in  Fredericki  Ele<5fe>r  of  Saxony,  fumamed  Ae  Wife.  Thi» 
great  prince,  ^h  true  magnanimity,  rejefied  the  imperial  crown, 
which  was  offfered  him  on  the  death  of  MaximiUian :'  And  what- 
ever might,  have  jnflupoced  bisconduft,  at  this  thtie,  towards  the- 
Reformer,  he  was  doubtlefs  at  length  actuated  by  a  fincere  con- 
victjoit  of  the  neceflityof  a  Reformation,  and  the  truth  of 
thofe  dofinm;§  which  were;  taught  by  JLuther.  \' 

Other 
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Other  prinpes  indeed  afterwardsf  followed  his  example.  I  am  well 
sware  however  of  an  obje£kion  that  will  be  made  by  the  enemies 
of  the  Reformation  '  againft  their  condudt  in  many  inftances : 
And  I  fear  that  fome  of  them  have  been  too  juftly  charged  widi- 
finifler  views;  and  felf-intereftcd  dcfigns.  Let  whatever  was  ig- 
noble  or  corrupt,  meet  with  its  deierved  cenfure  and  condemna. 
tion.  But  on  the  other  hand  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
princes  of  Germany  had  too  much  reafon  to  complain  of  the  in- 
trigues that  were  often  carried  on  amongft  their  fubjefts  by  the 
corrupt  influence  of  the  church  of  Rome.^  they  had  alfo  too  much 
reafon  to  be  diflfatisiied  with  the  enormous  fums  of  money  that- 
were  exacted  for  the  fervUe  of  the  Holy  Sec,  ^hich  they  knew 
were  often  applied,  to  the  moft  (hamcful  purpofes.  It  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  therefore,  if  the  princes  fhould  avail  themfelves 
of  the  prcfent  opportunity  of  throwing  off  the  papal  yoke.  .To 
which  may  be  added,;  that  the  alluring  fpoil.of  th^  fertile  lands 
belongii^  to  the  abbies^  ipaonaib^ries,  and  other  rich  foundations, 
n^ould  naturally  operate  as  a  Acong  temptation  on  men  of  world- 
ly minds. 

'  But  whatever  advantages  others  might  have  derived  from  thefe 
things,,  Luther  and  Melan^ihon- were  by  no  means  encumbered 
with  worldly'  wealth.  They  fcem  indeed  to  have  been  hut  poorly 
rewarded  for  the  eminent  fervices,  which  they  rendered  to  man- 
Jiind.  Let  the  words  of  Luther  fuffice,  ais  an  evidence  of  this, 
amongft  maily  others  that  might  be  adduced,  when  irx  a  dan- 
gerous illnefs,  he  di£lated  his  Willi  in  the!  following  ihort  and 
pathetic  manner : 

.  "  I  thank  thee,  O  my  Lord  God,  that  it  was  thy  preafvfc, 
that  I  (hould  be  poor  and  neceflitous  here  oh  earth.  I  have 
neither,  houfe  nor  Mnd,'  poffeillc^s  ilor  money ':  What  th^n  can 
I  leate  to  othersi  Thou  haft  giv^n  me  a  wife  and  children,  I 
give  them  bade  to  thee.  Nourifli,  teach,  and  preferVe  them,  as 
me  thoti  haft  hitherto  done,  O  thou  Father  of  the  latherlefs, 
thou  Gop  that  judgeft  the  caufe  of  this  widow  i  "    ^ 

It  is  remarkable,  that  abou^  the  time  in  which  Luther  began 
his  firft  attack  on  the  church'  of  Rome,  that  the  Eleftor  of 
Saxony  had  a  dream,  wherein  **  he  faw  a  friar  writing  with  a  pen, 
the  length  and  extremity  of  which  reached  to  the  i^pal  throne, 
and  touched  the  Pope's  mitre  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  tottcN 
ing  and  ready  to  h\\  from  his  head,  though  the  Prelates  around 
him  were  anxious  to  fupport  it/'  This  dream  which  is  recorded 
on  the  authority  of  fome  refpe6bible  writers,  was  ftrikingly  veri- 
fied in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years. 

But  be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  interefting  to  learn  theftatcof 
Luther^s  mind  in  his   prefent  critical   iituation,  of   which  he 

gives 
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^ves  us  the  following  account  in  hU  preface  to  an  Edition  of  tte 
.  Thefcs,  which  he  publiihed  a  few  years  afterwards.  •<  Thcfe^ 
fays  he,  are  the  Thefes,  which  I  oppofed  at  tny  firft  fetting  out, 
to  the  doflrine  of  Indulgences.  I  publifli  them  now>  that  the 
fuccefs  which  afterwards  followed,  may  be  afcribed  not  to  me, 
but  to  God  alone.  For  by  thefe,  my  exceeding  great  weaknefs 
appears,  and  with  fearfulnefs  I  began  that  bulinefs.  In  how 
gfeat  diftrefs  mj  foul  was,  both  that  and  the  following  year ; 
what  finking  or  spirits,  yea,  well  nigh  defpair,  I  was  continu* 
ally  ftruggling  with,  they  can  by  no  means  judge,'  who  now  fet 
upon  die  Pope,  with  fuch  boldnefs  and  felf-fufficiericy.  But  I 
who  encountered  the  whole  ftorm  alone,  was  not  fo  bold  and  fure 
of  my  caufe.  I  wa$  then  ignorant  of  many  things,  which  by 
the  grace  of  God,  now  I  know  "  From  this  ihort  extrad, 
we  may  perceive  the  fcvere  conflids  which  thofe  who  arc  called 
to  the  moft  eminent  fervices  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  often  pafs 
through,  a^nd  it  (hould  lead  us  to  afcribe  the  unparalleled  boldnefs 
and  magnanimity  which  afterwards  appeared  in  Luther's  con* 
dudl,  to  a  divine  influence,  and  not  merely  to  the  natural  ener- 
gieaof  his  .foul. 

The  court  of  Hcj^e  difdained,  at  iirft,  to  take  any  notice  of 
the  oppofition  of  an  inftrumeht  fo  obfcure  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  world.  He  was  however  foon  attacked  from  dMFcrent  quar- 
ters, particularly  by  Eccius,  Profcflfor  of  Divinity  at  Ingolftad, 
who  was  efteemed  a  (tampion  in  the  Papal  caufe,  and  by  Prierias, 
the  mailer  of  the  Palace  at  Rome,  who  advanced  fuch  extrava- 
gant things  refpe^tiog  the  Authority  of  the  Pope  and  the  Church, 
that  Luther  openly  declared  in  his  reply,  **  That  if  fuch  things 
were  really  taught  at  Rome,  it  could  no  logger  admit  of  doubt^ 
but  that  Rome  itfelf  was  the  feat  of  Antichrift." 

The  opinions  of  Luther  now  fpread  fo  rapidly  through  Ger- 
many and  Italy,  that  the-  Church  of  Rome  began  at  length 
to  take  the  alarm*  Leo  fummoned  him  to  appear  before  him  at 
Rome.  The  Univerfity  however,  and  the  Eletftor  of  Saxony, 
interceded  in  his  behalf,  and  obtained  a  grant  from  his  Holincfs 
that  his  caufe  ftiould  be  tried  in  Germany.  He  was  accordingly 
cited  to  appear  before  Cardinal  Cajetan  at  Augiburg.  Luther 
arrived  at  this  place,  Auguft  8,  15 18,  and  having  obtained 
the  Emperor's  Safe  Condudl,  he  prefented  himfelf  before  his 
Eminence.  The  Cardinal,  in  a  haughty  manner,  re<}uired  him 
to  make  a  recantation  of  his  errors,  and  to  abftain,  in  future, 
from  the  publication  of  new .  and  dangerous  doctrines.  He  in- 
timated however  ,in  private,  that,  if  Luther  was  readv  to  re- 
cant in  the  point  of  indulgences,  the  dod^rine  about  faitn  was  of 
no  great  comequence.  Luther  continued  firm  and  inflexible,  de- 
claring ^ 
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glaring  that  it  irae  imfoi&ble  for  him  to  renounce  opinions  fbinuf* 
^d  ia  reafont  and  foppoitcd  bjr  the  authoritj  of  Scriptupe ;  adding, 
however  that  he  was  wUliQg  to  refer  the  matttr  to  the  medtaden  of' 
fofncuniTerfitiee ;  and  at  the  iame  time  he  delivered  a  formal  pio- 
teft.  ^^  Whac  do  you  meaa^  fajs  the  Cardinal  ?  Do  you  rely  upon 
the  £lc£kor's  taUog  up  arms,  in  yonr  behalf  ?  When  the  thun- 
der of  the  Pope's  iildigoation  faurfts  upon  you,  where  do  you 
think  U>  rtmaio  ? ''  **  In  itaven^  Jlr,  or  unitr  it!  **  relied  the 
.Reformer.  The  Cardinal  foriiad  him  to  appear  again  in  his 
prefence.  And  as  his  friends  wcir  apprehenfive  diat  has  liie 
might  be  in  danger,  they  prevailed  on  him  povately  to  leave  the 
place. 

While  he  was  detained  at  Aiiglburg,  he  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Melan6thon  :  "  There  is  nothing- new  onftrange  here, 
only  tJiiat  the  city  is  foil  of  talk  concerning  me,  and  all  men  de- 
fire  to  fee  the  Hcroftratus,  who  has  fct  the  Church  on  fire.  Do 
you  go  on,  and  play  the  man  in  training  up  the  youth  in  folid  and 
ufeful  knowledge.  I  am  going,  if  it  pleafe  the  Lord,  to  be 
-  offered  up  for  you  ;md  them.  I  had  ratherperilh,  and  lofe  tvhi 
your  Converfation  for  ever,  than  retrad  any  part  of  the  truth  I 
have  tiii^ht.  Italy  lies  in  Egyptian  Darkoefa:     Darknefs 

that  may  be  felt.  So  tgnorant  are  they  of  Chrift»  and  the  things 
of  Chrift.  Yet  thefe  are  they  who  arc  Lords  of  our  Faith  and 
Pradice.  Thus  is  the  wrath  of  Coo  fulfilled  upon  us,  which 
faiths  *^  I  will  give  them  children  for  princes,  and  women  ihall 
rule  over  them." 

It  10  peculiarly  pkafing  to  obfcrve  the  foaring  boldnefs  of  bis 
•foith,  and  the  high  cftimaf ion,  affeftion,  and  confidence,  which 
Lutfaerbegan  noW  tomanifeft  toAii^rds  Melandlhon;  who  is  hencefor- 
ward to  be  coniidered  as  the  companion  of  his  cares,  his  counfels, 
aiKl  his  labours.  Indeed  the  gracious  defign  of  Providence  in 
bringing  MelancSlhon  to  Wittembcrg  began  daily  to  be  mare  aod 
more  confpicuous. *  A  ftrong  con^rmation  of  this  may  be.  feen 
in  the  following  fhort  ex|ra(St  from  another  letter  in  which  Lu- 
ther animadvens  cp  the  unhandfome  treatment  which  Melanc- 
thon  received  from'  Eccius  in  1512,  when  he  attended  the  Dif- 
putation  at  Leip(ick|  with  ihat  champion  of  the  Romifh  Party. 

"  So  far  am  I,  fays  Luther,  from  fufFering  any  man  like 
Eccius,  to  leifea  Melan£lhon^  in  my  eAimation,  or  to  alienate 
my  affedlioas  from  him,  that  I  frankly  declare,  that  in  whatever 
ioftance  I  may  be  called  upon  to  make  a  profcffion  of  the  faidi, 
I  (hall  admit  nothing  cited  from  the  ancients  to  be  (tf  greater 
weight  with  me,  than  the  decifions  of  Melan^lhon.        And  I 

am 
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ftffi  not  afhamed  to  confefs|  though  a  mafier  of  arts,  aind  a  pfcU 
feffor  of  Philofophy  and  Diviifiitjry  that  if  I  ihould  peiteive  that 
the  judgment  of  this  Wittemberg  Grammarian^  as  (^cdus  hail 
contemptuoufly  ftyled  him)  Were  difierent  fiom  my  owhf  thait  I 
Ihould  certainly  relinquiih  it  altogether*  This  indeed  I  have 
often  done  already,  and  continue  to  do  it  yet  daily^  on  account  6£ 
that  divine  ^Spirit,  Which  God^  of  his  abundant  graee^  has  jfo 
plenteoufly  infufed  into  that  frail  eatthen  veflel,  which  appears  fa 
contemptible  in  th^  fight  of  fuch  a  man  a^  Bccius/' 

Thus,  having  traced  the  footfteps  of  Divine  Providetfte^  trML 
the  times  of  the  Apoftafy  to  the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  we  find  ourfelves  at  length  on  the  verge  of  that  fphere 
in  whidx  Melandhon  was  to  move  in  future  life.  We  ihall 
now  proceed  to  point  out  his  exemplary  courfe  during  a  long  feries 
of  years  9  in  whi<ih  he  aded  firft  in  eoiyundioii  Wi&  Luther^ 
during  the  vi^rious  ftages  of  die  Reformation  to  the  death  of  that 
Reformer.  After  which  we  fliall  find  him  fuftaining  the  chief 
burthen  of  the  work  -alone,  till  it  was  at  length  finally  accom« 
pliihed.  We  ihall  then  take  feme  notice  of  the  fubfequent  la^ 
hours  of  his  future  life«  This  Will  fumifh  at  once  a  pteafilng 
variety,  while  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  important  particulars 
refpe^ng  the  work  of  GpD>r  "Will  be  introduced  into  the  namu 
tive*  [  to  it  fontimuJi  J 

Narrative  of  a  SHirwitscK  on  the  liland  of  6 Ape  Bafirofr,  in 
a  Voyage  from  Quebec,  1780  $  by  S.  W#  Prevties,  Enfign 
of  the  &4th  Regiment  of  Foot4  ^  .  - 

ON  the  17th  of  November,  1780^  1  embarked  on  ho^d  the 
St.  Lawrence  brigatitlnei  theh  lylitg  ih  the  btfoii  of  Quebee^ 
and  bound  to  New  York^  hebg  charged  with  difpatehes  from 
General  Haldimaiid^  cooiimtxider  in  chief  in  that  province,  ta 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  &me  day^  on  teceivbg  our  failing 
t)rders,  we  weighed  anchor^  and  dropped  down  to  the  harbour 
called  Patrick's  Iloley  in  the  ifland  of  Urleans^  in  con^^y  with 
a  Ichooner  bound  to  the  fame  port,  on  board  of  nhidi  was  atr 
Ei^lign  Dnmunond,  of  the  44th  rq;iment^  with  diq»lkates  of 

*  This  remaikable  Narnitive  Was  drawn  up  by  the  Author^  in  or- 
der to  lay  a  reiliivdentation  of  his  cafe  belbt^  Oovemment,  and  td  foW 
licit  ibaie  reparation  for  the  lofles  he  had  fuftained  in  his  Ma^efty^  fer* 
vke:  After  the  truth  of  the  relation  had  been  certified  by  Lord  DaU 
rymple^  aide-^e-canip  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  Aiaerica^  tt  the  timtf 
Mr.  Prenties  delivered  his  difpatehes^  Government  took  his  cafe  into 
confideration,  and  in  a  grcit  mesfure  mack  good  his  loifes. 

Voi...  XK4  Scpt^  1797.  Genenl 
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General  Ualdimand's  dffpatches.    In' this  place  We  were  deta!i|e<l 
fix  dayB  by  a  contrai^  wind;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the 
frofl  had  fet  in  with/pciodigiotts  feverit)r>  and  the  ice  was  forming 
->^ft  ih  ail  parts  of  the  riviere 

On  the  14th,  the  wind  being  feir,  we  got  under  weigh,  and 
ftdci^eded  dbwn  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  as  far  as  the  Brandy 
Fots,  iflands  fo  called,  about  4o*  leagues  from  Quebec  At  this 
J^ade  the  Wind  vtcttd  about  td  the  horth-eaft,  which  obliged  u« 
again  to  anchor.  The  weather  contirtded  intcnfely  cold;  and 
the  Veffel,  being  teaky,  made  fo  mlich  water  as  to  render  it  he^ 
cscflfafy  to  keep  one  pumpxontinually  goitlg.  A  change  of  wind 
food  aftcf  eiiabted  ns  to  proceed'  on  our  vbyoge^  and  to  make  die 
Iflahd  of  Anticofti,  which  is  at  the  tnouA  of  the  rivei:  St  Law-* 
tehee  ;  when  the  Wind 'coming*round  hgain  to  the  eaftward,  ws 
weit).  ob^ged  (bd  beat  off  arid  on  Ibetwitett  this  ifland  and  Cape 
lloaiere  for  fouv  day) ;  our  vtfkl  tk  the  fame  lime  increafix^  her 
leaks  to  fach  a  deiree  j  that  we  wcte  undir  thc^  neceffity  of  rigging 
the  other  puiiip^  anU^of  keeping  them  both  contently  at  work. 
Being  now  in  a  higher  hititiide,  the  feverity  it  the  cbld  had  in- 
ere^ed  in  proportion)  and  tht  ice  began  to  form  fo  fofi  about  the 
fhi^  as  to  alarm  us  cboceediHgly,  left  we  fliould  be' entirely  fur- 
toanded  by  it;  which  we  only  prevented  by  cutting  and  breaking 
vaft  quantities  from  her  fides.  To^hk  talk,  with  that  of  kecp^ 
ing  the  pumps  at  worit,  the  crew,  together  with  the  paiTengers, 
were  fcarcely  equal,  only  nineteen  perfons  being  onboard,  of 
whom  (ix  we)%  p^ilfengers, .  aiui  •  vhd  i^maindet  rerj  imliffisrent 
Ibameii.  As  for  tShe  ntafierj^  fco*  Whom  bi  the  prefect  emergency 
we  might  have  expected  fome  degnie  bf  eKettipn^  ihfleadof  at- 
tending to  his  duty  and  ^le  piefervation  of  ^is  fhlpj  he  ^remained 
'Continualiy  in  a  ftatc  of  Intoxication  in  his  cabin. 

Oh  the  ^th^  th&nvind  came  Miuiid.co  the  noith-wefl^  and  we 
.|»roce6de4  ttown  thegulf  of  Sn  Larwence^  with  two' feet  water 
m  the^  iiit|^^$.h»h)^'  The  wind  kept  gradually  ilfcreifing  till  the 
tl\ nff  Dec^mber^  #hefi  it  blew  a  perftdr^e'fimm  the  nofdi- 
weiV  qtunieir  V  »\ii  xke  &ip'»  «»eW  ikiiijgi)6«liki)bftiO:?fc]iiaBilic 
with'  coVd  amd  Ikt^o/  feti^  fio  itvdpcdt  of  ^»ddg  upon:  tfift 
h*7ik^  ytiA  jfuxet  liittviDg  aivetdy  ib^zk^  to  fbiir  fesfiiiR.<&e'hol4 
Q^r  ^  pofliibiUty  <>{  ^akJng  any  port,  they  can»e  to  the  ^^folution 
W  m)rkSk»g,*nm  loAgot  diL  the  pm^p^i^,  whid)  wa#  upmifnauily 
%rbed  to  hf  all  the  foiemaft.men.  They  dcoordid^^y  kft  off 
Vorking^  and  dedared  theitlfelvetf  qcdto  kidifierBiit  abbtet  thsit 
ftte,  preferring  the  a4t«rn&tive  Nof  going'  f&  die  boiibom  together 
With  the  v«ffel,  fotfiat  of  fuffewng  fuch  fcvere  and  inee<6irtt4»* 
tour  in  fo  delpcrafe  a  fituatton.  Thefr  fatigu^^,  it  n!it^ft-fc^  con- 
U'i^^  a^  the  ijth  of  November  Jbpntbem  iexdl^c^'aAvi 

''  though 
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ihcugli  hfxp€  i»ight  ftiU  remgin/  yet  t>ur  ffrefent  QiMufal^ctf 
iKrere  Aich  4i  to  exclude  all  pxobability  at.  leaft  of  faving  the  vefn 
fel.  However, .  by  the  force  of  perfuaiioti  and  promifes,  t©iether , 
mrith  the  timely  difiribution  of  a  pint  of  ^wine  per  man,  ^i<^h  1 
had  fortunately  brought  on  board,  they  ,we^e^ive^ted  from  thto 
defperate  refolution,  hut  with  great  relufiance,  faying,  with  f(Mti« 
truth,  as  we  afterwards  experienced,  and  ndth  inore  than  they 
themfelvcs  were  aware  of,  that  whether  the  tcfkl  filled  or  mi} 
wh.  a  matter  of  no  confequcnce.  This  delay,  fhowgh  not  ex- 
ceeding a  Quarter  of  an  hour,  had  Jncreafed  th^  depth  (if  >watei 
another  foot^  but  the  men  added  to^ their  exertions,  beiMg  eB<!(Ki-^ 
raged  by  the  wine,  which  was  iffiicdto  them  every  lialfrhourj 
fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  redwe  the  water  in  the  fpaioe  of  tvro  houi4 
Id  iefs  than  three  feet.    .The  captain  fiiH  remaiaed  in  hi«  catAli%^ 

During  the  ad  and  3d  of  Decejnbcr,  the  gjile  fecmed  ip 'iuj 
ereafc  rather  than  diminifli.  The  ice  forched  fa  thicV  on  the^lhij)'*| 
lidcs,  as  to  impede  her  way  yery  much  thrpugl>  the  water  ^  wh|ch 
furnifhed  us  with  a  new  labour,  that  of  cutting  it  pfF,  a?  fail  as. 4J; 
formed,  with  faws  and  axes.  The  leak  continued  to  g^in  groqndii. 
The  fchopner  that  was  in  company,  far  fron^  being  al>le  to  a^for^ 
us  any  affiftafice,  was  in  as  leaky  a  (jonditioA  as  our  pwp  ypffci, 
having  (truck  upon  fornp  rocks  at  the  JflVn^'o/  C^ydr^s*  throijg]j 
the  ignorance  or  negleft  of  Jier  pilot.  y\  t^avy  Inow  ^J^iwifi 
to  fall,  it  was  with  'the  utmoit  difficulty  Ve  could  get  fight  of  each 
other,  tfami^atnbgnmt^diftancB,  and,  |n«rde|'nDtito{iaiftj6aiR 
pany,  iinsd  a  gun  every  kalf4uair.  The  fichoqqer  at^lcngfh  t^^ 
90  anfwei^  to  our  guns,  whence  wt  (ton^tocfed  ihe  Had  fojuitf^ed^; 
nor  were  We  wrong. in  'oiiir  fuppofitioif.  Th'emi  were  |6-p^l^tiifM 
Qnboifd,  every  one  of  wfatoi  perilled.'   r;    4.    >  .    •         .     f-;"^* 

Oi  the  fallowing  day  die  gsfje  increafed  jjirocjfrfbufly,'  arid  di€ 
fea  be^an'^to  run  high,  wkfi  a  K<^;ivy  fell  6f  fhcw,  fo  as  to  pte- 
vent  our  feeing  twenty  j*ir<!s  a-htad  of  the  yeflcl. '  The  men  Ke* 
ing  excefSvely  fatfgu«,''  tfte  watej-'had  rffcn'  t6  ;ts  ufual  quafntity 
of  betwicen  ^ur  and  fiv^^trt.  TThe  mate,  *wh6m'  f  have  riot  VeJ 
taken  notice  of,  an  mteHtgcnt  young  man-,  and  well  a<^quafht^d 
with  his  profeflion,  jtfdged,  from,  the  diftante  ^e  had  rurr,  th^ 
we  ^ooAd  riot  now  bfe  far  frbrn'thc  M^^alen"  Jflands,  which  He 
about  fhidway  in  the  CJtrtP  of  *St.  iawrcnce,  '  Thefe  iflands  are 
nothing  fMire  than  a  clitfter  of  rocks,'  fpnnfe  appearing  above,  and 
others  hidden  under  the  water,  and -have  bc«n  fetal  to  marly  yesj. 
fels.  Sdamen  wiih  often  to  make  tJien^  in  (inc  weatfier,  as  they 
fcirve  »  take  a  new  depafrture  fromj  but -in  fogjgy  or  blowin  j 
weather  they  as  ftutRoufly  avoid  "thert.  TJle  mate's  eonje^ur^ 
was  but  too  wdl  founded;  fcr  in  Icfs  tHan  twor  hours  we  heard 
the  fea  breaking  upon  the  rocks,  and  fobn  after  diftovcred  th^ 

3  O  a  principal 
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principal,  ifland,  called  the  Deadman,  clofe  under  our  lee,  die 
point  of  which  it  was  with  the  gres^  difficulty  that  we  weather* 
od.  Haying  happily  cleared  At  main  ifland,  we  were  fiili  far 
from  thinking  ourfelves  fecure;  for  being  unable,  on  account  of 
Che  heavy  fall  df^now,  to  fee  many  yards  a-headof  the  vefliel, 
and  being  in  the  midft  of  the  fmall  iiuuids,  there  appeared  very 
little  probability  that  we  fliould  pafs  clear  of  them  all  in  the 
fixac  manner.  Not  being  able  to  diftinguifli  any  one  in  time  to 
avoid  it,  we  were  obliged  to  leave  the  veiTel  to  the  dire&ion  of 
providence,  and  fortunately,  I  may  (ayalmoft  miraculoufly,  ran 
through  them  all  without  damage.  The  anxiety  and  perturfaa^ 
^KHi  of  mind  that  the  crew  and  paflengers  were  in,  while  in  the 
^idft  of  thefe  rocks,  may  be  eafily  conceived:  and  now  that  the 
dangor  was  over,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  fortunate  occurrence  £oi 
us ;  for,  by  this  time,  the  failors  being  ready  to  fink  under  the 
accumulated  diftrefles  of  cold  and  &tigue,  and  deprefled  by  the 
Jittle  hopes  they  had  of  faving  the  veffel,  had  nearly  determined 
«i  fecond  time  to  quit  the  pumps,  and  leave  the  vcflel  to  her  fate, 
when  acquiring  frcfli  fpirits  from  the  danger  we  had  efcaped,  and, 
as  the  vulgar  arc  generally  inclined  to  fupcrftition,  attributing 
What  was  perhaps  accident  alone  to  the  immediate  intcrpofition 
of  Prbyidence,  they  agreed  to  continue  their  efforts  a  little  longer ; 
towards  which  they  were  likewife  not  a  little  encouraged  by  the 

wine  which  I  di^Ibuted  to  them  occaiioqally* 

I  - 

.  ^  Dwing  the  ni^t  die  gale  continuing,  and  the  fea  running  very 
lughi  we  wem  apprdi^ve  of  being  what  feamen  call  p9oped^ 
or  having  the  ftem  or  poop  of  the  veffel  beaten  in  by  the  waves  ^ 
wiiicb  happened  in^  h&  as  we  apprehended  i  for  about  five  in  the 
monui^  of  the  5th,  a  large  wave  broke  on  the  fbip's  'quarter, 
which  .Apve  iii  our  dead  lights,  filled  the  cabin,  and  waflied  the 
maftcr  9^t  of  his  bed»  where  he  had  remained  ever  fince  die 
commencement  of  the  gale.  This  accident  was  attended  with 
worfe  confequences  than  we  at  firft  imagined ;  for  we  foon  dis- 
covered, from  the  increafe  of  the.leaks,  that  die  ftem-poft  had 
been  ftarted  by  the  impulfe  of  the  fea.  Having  nothing  in  the 
9iter-bold,  no  other  refouroe  was  left  but  that  of  attempting  to 
fiopr  die  leaks  with^jbeef,  which  wc  cut  into  fmall  pieces  tor  that 
pqrpofe  x  but  this  expedient  we  foon  iofixiA  inefFe^hial,  sind  the 
water  continued  to  gain  on  us  £ifter  than  ever.  The  faUors  find- 
ing all  their  labours  fruitlefs,  ^nd  the  leak,  which  was  confiant- 
ly  increafin^  before^  now  rendered  by  our  late  mis^rUine  entire* 
iy  irreparable,  abandoned  themfelves  totally  to  defpair^  and  again 
tefufed  to  work  at  the  pumps  any  longer.  They  had  not  however 
long  Remained  inadive  before  we  contrived  once  more  lo  peifuade 
them^  to  make  apotl^er  effort  to  clear  the  veffel ;  when,  to  om 

great 
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creat  furprife  and  conflematiofiy   we  found  the  pumps  fohard 
hoaan  diat  it  was  inqxkflibte  to  more  diem. 

AH  endeavours  now  to  keep  the  Ihip  clear  were  ineflfbdual,  fo 
tiiat  in  a  very  fhort  dme  (he  filled  to  the  water's  edge«  Havii^ 
no  longer,  as  we  imagined^  the  ftnalleft  foundation  for  hDpe,  we 
refigncd  ourfclvcs  to  our  fete,  which  we  expcfled  eycrf  moment 
to  be  that  of  going  to  the  bottom.  Kotwithilandifig,  when  the 
vcffel  was  quite  fuU^  we  obfcrvcd  (he  was  very  little  deeper  in 
the  water  than  before;  and  then  recolledling  a  circumfkncey 
which  the  trouble  and  confufion  we  had  been  in  had  almoft  obli« 
terated,  namely,  that  we  had  a  quantity  of  lumber  on  board,  wc 
immediately  accounted  for  the  phenomenon  of  her  not  finking 
bey<»Ki  a  certain  depth  in  the  water,  and  began  to  recall  hopes  of 
faving  our  lives  at  leaft,  if  we  could  but  prevent  her  from  over- 
setting till  we  could  make  the  Ifland  of  St.  John's,  or  fome  other 
illand  in  the  gulph.  Having  no  guns  on  deck,  and  not  much 
lumber,  to  render  the  fhip  top-heavy,  we  contrived  to  prevent 
her  from  overfetting,  by  ftcering  diredly  before  the  wind  :  tho* 
not  without  fome  difficulty,  as  from  the  little  way  fhe  made  thro* 
the  water,  the  waves  frequently  waihed  clear  over  the  decks. 
Befides  taking  care  to  keep  the  veffel  fteady,  we  ufed  every  pre- 
caution to  fecure  our  boat  from  being  waflied  overboard,  the  lofa 
of  which  would  in  our  prcfent  circumftances  be  a  dreadful  mis- 
fortune. The  cabin,  being  raifed  above  the  level  of  the  main 
deck,  was  tolerably  clear  of  water,  and  afforded  us  fome  little 
Ihelter  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Thither  we  retired^ 
leaving  only  one  man  upon  deck  to  govern  the  4ielm,  who  was 
faftencdhy  a  rope  to  prevent  his  being  carried  away  lay  the  waves^ 
which  at  times  made  a  free  paffage  over  us. 

The  gale  i^iU  continued  without  remiflion,  the  fnow  falling  (o 
thick  at  the  fame  time,  as  to  prevent  our  feeinjg  to  the  maft-h^. 
We  knew  from  the  dillance  we  had  run,  that  we  could  not  be 
far  from  land.  The  captain  imagined  from  our  courfe,  during 
the  night,  and  fince  the  Ihip  filled  m  the  morning,  that  we  muft 
bcf  near  the  ifland  of  St.  John's,  which  lies  between  the  Magda- 
len iflands  and  the.gut  of  Canfo.  This  gave  us  hopes  of  faving 
our  lives,  in  cafe  we  could  run  a(hore  on  fome  fandy  part  of  it, 
till  they  were  daflied  by  the  further  information  we  had  from  the 
captain,  that  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  was  nothing  but  a 
continued  reef  of  rocks  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  that  there 
was  but  One  harbour  where  fliips  coiild  put  in,  which  he  recoU 
lt€ted  was*  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ifland.  In  a  few  hours 
after,  we  obferved  the  waves  grew  fhbrter  and  break  higher,  which 
Is  always  fpund  to  be  the  cafe  on  approaching  the  fliore  ;  and  like- 
wife  a  number  of  gulls  and  ducks  ^ying  about^  a  further  fign  we 
could  not  be  far  diftant  from  it. 
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'.  We  now  concluded  thdt  wt  were  sbout  to  jnin  upoa  the  .rdcfcs, 
which,  the  captain  informed^  m,  iUited  the  north-eaft  of  the 
ifland,  and  on  approsuzbipg  the  Is^nd. laboured  fipder  greater  dread 
and  appreheniion^  thanami^^  all  the  da^f  rs  i/i^  bad  before  ex-* 
pericnced/  the  idea  o£  ^ng -caft*  upon  tho£c  tremendous  rocks 
being  more  terrifying  than  that  of  beipg  b^ri^9  as  our  compa^ 
oions  were^  in  the  bofom  of  the  ocean*  Tbe  (hip  had  ftill  Gon« 
iidcrable  way  through  the  water,  though  fufU, .  and  with  no  other 
fale  fet  but  a  clofe  reefed  (or^top^faUy  which;  was  the  only  one 
we  could  difplay  ;  and  the  canvais  being  new,  it  had.  hitherto 
ftood  the  gale.  The  captain  propoied  bsinging  the  (hip  to,  to 
keep  her  off  the  land  ;  which  I  oppofed^  as  well  as  the  matej 
urging  the  probability  that  we  (hould  overfet  her  in  the  attempt ; 
and  that  moreover,  fliould  we  be  able  to  effe<5  it,  (he  muft  after 
all  drive  alhpre,  as  in  her  prefent  ftate  it  was  impoffible  to  make 
any  way  to  windward.  Our  opinion,  however,  was  rejcded, 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  jbrace  about  the  fore  yard  ^  btK  it 
was  found  impradicable,  the  ropes  an^l  bloclj^s  being  cpvere^ 
with  ice.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  M  i^  remain  as  before ; 
and  the  water  having  fuddenly  change^  its  colour,  we  expeded 
the  (hip  to  ilrike  every  inftant.  Small  as  our  expectations  n^erp 
of  faving  our  lives^  I  thpugl)i;  it  incvmbent  on  jdie  to  take  every 
precaution  to  fave  the  difpatchcs  1  was  charge*^  vjth,  and  there^ 
fore  ordered  my  feryant  to  open  niy  trunks,  ai^d  colled  i»ll  the 
letters  thpy  contained,  whi^h  I  put  into  a  handkerchief,  and 
fattened  about  my  waift.  Heat  the  Came  time  offered  rae  the  money 
he  found  in  them,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  ^nd  eighty  gui^ 
neas,  which  I  defired  him  to  difpofe  of  as  he  thought  proper, 
thinking  it  in  the  prefent  emergency  rather  an  incumbrance  diaii 
a  matter  worthy  of  prefervation.  My  fervant,  however,  thoi^ht 
btherwife,  and  took  care  to  fecure  the  caih,  which  was  afterward? 
of  more  fervice  to  us.  than,  at  that  time  I  could  poflTibly  have 
ims^gined, 

.     ^    To  be  continued,     ] 

The  Experience  and  SufTerings  of  Mrs.  Agnes  Beaumoi?t, 

[^  Concluded  from  page  402.  J 

THE  npxt  morning,  being  Suf^y,  I  faid.n^iny  brother,  Ie| 
us  call  on  my  father  a&  we  go^to^  the  Meeting  ;  but  1^)00 
his  telling  me  this  wculd  >vt  furt)\er  provoke  biffi)  we  forl^re. 
As  we  went  along  he  faid,  "  Sifter, ,  you  are  now  brpugM  ^P^ 
the  ftagc  to  afi  for  Ghrift,  J  pray  GO0  help  y^u  tp  &ar  your 
tcftimony  for  him  y  I  would  by  no  means  ha^c  yoa  confent  to  my 
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father's  tcrttis.'*  «  No,  brddifcf,  I  replied,  1  uronld  (obfM  beg 
my  bread  from  door  to  ^fyit.*^  While  1  fat  at  Meeting,  ttij  mind 
was  hurtled  \  but  Settice  being  ettded^  I  again  made  the  pro^ 
fofal  to  call  oti  itij  father  in  our  way  home.  Wedidfo,  afid 
found  him  in  the  futd.  Before  we  came  quite  to  him,  my  bmther 
repeated^  hit  admontt$<^  to  me,  thoi^h  I  thought  I  flood  in  ndr 
need  of  his  counfcl  on  this  occafion.  He  talked  very  mildly  td 
my  father,  pleading  with  him  to  bd  Reconciled ;  but  perceiving 
he  ftill  retained  hl^  anger',  I  defir^  lYiy  brodier  to  go  home,  and 
I  would  follow  him  prefently ;  On  ^hich  he  Went^  though  (as 
he  told  me  afterwards)  with  tnany  fears  left  I  (hould  comply } 
but  I  then  thought^  I  could  as  ibon  ^art  with  my  life. ' 

My*rot!ter  being  gone,  I  laid  to  my  father,  *«  Father,  I  will 
ferve  you  m  any  thing  that  lies  lii'  ihy  power ;  I  only  defire 
liberty  to  hear  GoD's  wot^  on  his  owA  dtly  ;  grant  me  this  and 
1  afk  no  more.  You  cannot  anfwer  for  my  fins,  or  fland  in  my 
flead  before  God,  I  mufl  Ibok  to  the  falvatlon  of  my  own  foul/* 
He  replied,  "If  you  Will  promife  never  to  go  to  a  Meeting  as 
long  as  I  live,  you  Aall  then  go  into  the  houfe,  and  I  will  pro- 
vide for  yon  as  my  own  child  ;  if  noj,  you  (hall  never  have  one 
farthing  from  me."  <*  Father,  fald  I,,  my  foul  is  of  more  'worthy 
fo  I  dare  not  make  you  fuch  a  promife.*'  '  Upon  this  bis  anger 
was  greatly  kindled,  and  he  bid  me  be  gone,  for  he  was  refblyed 
what  to  do ;  "  therefore  promife  me,  fald  he,  that  you  will  never 
go  to  the  Meeting  agaih,  and  I  will  giye  you  the  key  ; "  repeat* 
iftg  thefe  word^  feVeral  times,  holding  it  out  to  rfie,  aiid  urging 
me  to  promift,  and  I  as  often  refufing,  till  at  laft  hi^  wrath  in- 
ereafed.  "  What  do  you'  fey  )  it  you  now  refufe  to  comply,  yoU 
fliall  never  be  offered  It  moire;  and  1  am  determined  you  fhall 
i^ever  c6me  widuii'^y  do6rs  againr  a«  toiig  as  I  live.**  Wluk  I 
^UB  ftood  ciyk^'by  him^  ht  repealed  the  fatne  e^trpreffions : 
**  What  do  you  fhf,  liuffey  P  wUl  ytu  promife  or  hot  ?  '*  Being 
ftus  uiged>  at  klf  F  aitfveeml^  «•  Well,  *lther,  I  will  promife 
you  I  will  never ^g^td'Sf  MMtfng^ag^ih'sM  iMg  as  you  live,  with- 
out your  coAfenti^*  '  HetttdpM  he  <gav^  Me  tfiekey,  attd  I  went 
iWt)  tftfe  horie.    •        '^     ♦  ^ ' . '■  :      •  .  ^. 

But  lEopnrS^carL  hfid  entered  the  door,  that  awful  Scrmture  was 
brought  to  my  mind,  **  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
Aann^,  te  ndt  worthy  of  me.'*'  O!  thought  I,  what  will  be- 
come of  m6!  'what  have  I  done  this  nftht!  I  was  fo  filled  with 
^rror  that  I  Was  gt>ing  to  run  out  of  the  ^oufe  again,  but  I  tbought 
Ais  would  not  alter  what  I  had  done.  Now,  alas !  all  my  com- 
ferts  were  gone,  and,  in  their  room,  nothing  but  grieT,  and  rend^- 
ingsof  amfcience!  In  this  inflancq  I  faw  wt^at  all  niy  refoliuionS 
^cr«  come  to,  even  to  nothing* 
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In  a  littte  time  my  father  fame  in  and  bdhaved  vidi  af&SiiM  } 
he  bid  me  get  him  fomc  fuf^er, '  which  t  did.  He  alfo  told  mc 
to  come  and  eat  with  him*  out  it  was  a  bitter  fiipt>er  lo  me.  Mj 
brother's  heart  ached  when  he  faw  I  did  not  follow  him,  fearing 
I  fiiould  promifci  and  not  coming  to  his  houfe^  Was  tadf  to 
conclude  I  had  done  fo.  But  no. tongue  can  exprefs  whata  dol&* 
ftti  condition  I  was  in.  I  hardly  durft  look  up  to  God  for  mercy. 
Now  I  thought  I  mud  hear  the  Word  no  more.  What  good 
Hvould  it  do  me  if  my  father.could  |ive  me  his  houfe  full  of  Sver 
and  gold !  Thus  I  went  about  refleding  on  my  condition,  and 
Ibrrowing  till  aln^oft  fpent  with  grief. 

On  Monday  I  withdrQ^nr  into  die  bam,  to  pray  and  ^ve  vent 
to  my  forrow  ;  i9^hen»  as  I  ftood  fighingy.  with  my  hands  f  linged 
tothewally  and. crying  out,  Lord>  what  (hall  I  do  ?  thefe  words 
furpriied  me,  ^  There  (hall^be  a  way  to  efcapc,  that  you  may  bo 
able  to  bear  it."  "  Lord  I  thought  J,  what  way  wilt  thou  make 
fcr  my  efcape !  Wilt  thou  make  my  fethcr  willing  to  let  mc  go 
to  thine  Ordinances  ?  If  thou  doft,  ftill,  what  a  wretch  was  I 
thus  to  deny  Chriit  ?  '^  In  the  evening,  as  we  were  iitdng  by  the 
fire,  my  father  aiked  me  what  was  the  matter  ?  I  burft  into 
tears^  faying,  *^  O  father !  1  am  diftreifed  at  the  thoughts  of  my 
promife,  not  to  go  to  a  Meeting  again  without  your  confent.*' 
Be  was  fo  moved  that  he  wept  like  a  child,  bidding  me  not  let 
that  trouble  me,  for  we  (hould  not  difagrec;  at  which  I  was  a 
little  comforted,  and  faid,  */  Pray*  father,  forgive  me,  wherein 
I  have  been  undudful  to  you.**  He  then  told  me  with  tears, 
how  much  he  was  troubled  for  me  that  night  he  (hut  me  out  of 
doors,  Infomuch  that  he  could  not  fleep,  adding,  it  was  my  riding 
behind  John  Bunyan  that  made  him  fb  aiigry.* 

The  greateft  part  of  the  next  day,  being  Tuefday,  I  ipent  in  , 
prayer  and  weeping,  with  bitter  Isn^tations,  humbling  myfelf  i 
before  the  Lorjd  for  what  I  had  done,  and  begging  I  mi^t  br  i 
kept  by  his  Gr^ce  and  Spirit  from  denying  him  and  hjs  ways  for 
the  future.  Before  night  he  biou^  me  out  of  this  horrible  pit, 
and  fc%  my  feet  mon  a  rock,  cnabliiig  me  to  believe  the  for^ve- 
nefs  of  aU  my  ftns,  by  fealing  many  jprecious  pronitfes  home  on 
my  foul. .  I  could  now  look  back  with  comfort  on  the  night  1 
l^nt  in  tlie  bam  i  and  believed  that  Jefus  Chrifl  was  die  bn^ 

*  Her  fath^  jo  time  paft  had  heard  Mr.  Bimyia  preach,  and  had 
been  much  m^ted  uqder  thm  Wq|^  ;  he  would  pray,  and  frequently 
go  to  the  Aleeting.  And  vben  his  daughter  wasfirft  under  ipiritaal 
concern,  he  had  very  gre^t^wakenings  himielf,  and  would  (ay  to  fome 
of  the  QcigNbpurs^  ''  My 'daughter  can  fcarce  eat,  drink,  or  fleep,  and 
1  have  liv«r  thefe  thrcc^fcorc  years,  and  have  fcarce  ever  thought 
of  ihy  fouV .  &c,  V 
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ft^etdkf,  tb-day,  and  for  ever  ^  and  that  Scripture  was  muph  in 
my  mind,  Job  y.  19.  "  He  fhall  deliver  thee  in  fix  troubles ; 
yea,  in  fevcrt,  there  fliall  no  evil  touch  thee.'*  Alfo,  DfeuU 
xxxiii.  47.  "  The  eterfial  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath 
are  the  cWrlafting  arms/V 

My  father  Was  as  well  as  ufual  this  day,  and  eat  his  dinner  ^ 
heartily  as  ever  I  knew  him :  after  fupper  be  fmokcd  a  Dipe> 
and  went  to  bed  feemingly  in  perfect  health.  But  while  1  was 
by  his  bed-fide,  laying  his  clothes  on  him,  t|ie.i!e  words  ran  jtbro* 
my  mind,  *<  The  end  is  come."  I  could  not  think  what  to  make 
of  thefe  words,  they  feemed  fo  very  myfterious  to  me. 

As  fcMDn  therefore  as  I  quitted  the  room,  t  went  to  the  thJiittf 
of  Grace,  where  my  heart  was  wonderfully  drawn  forth>  elpc- 
cially  that  the  Lord  would  ftiew  mercy  to  my  father,  and  fave  hu 
foul,  for  which  I  was  fo  imp6rtunate,  that  t  could  not  tell  JioW 
to  leave  oflF  pleading ;  and  ftill  that  word  qojitinued  on  my  mind^ 
"The  end  is  come."  Another  thing  I  intreated  erf"  the  Lprd 
was^that  he  would  ftand  by  me  and  be  with  me  in  wjiatever  troublp 
I  had  to  mfcet  with,  little  thinking  What  was  coming  uppti  m« 
that  night  artd  the  week  foUowlngy    ^  *      ^         .  •       ! 

After  this  I  went  ta  bed,  thinking  on  the  freedom  which  GoO 
had  given  n\6  in  prayer  ;  but  had  not  llept  long  before  I  beard  t 
moumfi^l  noife,  which  at  fitft  I  apprehendjjd  had  bten  in  thip 
yard,  btit  foon  perceived  it  to  he  my  father*  I  litiniedlately 
arofe,  piit  on  a  few  clothes^  ran  and  lighted  a  candle  ;  and  (ioming 
to  hlrfi,  found  him  fitting  upright  in  his  bed,  trying  to  the  JLord 
for  itterey,  faying,  "  Lord  have  mercy  on  me,  for  1  am  a  inifc^ 
nble  finner !  Lord,  Jefus,  wafh  me  in  thy  precious  blood,  &c.** 
I  ftood  trcnlbling  to  hear  him  in  fuch  diftrefs^  and  to  fee  him 
look  fo  J)al6;  enquired  how  long  he  had  been  ill  ?  He  faid,  1  was 
ftruck  witfi  a  pain  at  my  heart  in  my  fleep,  aj^d  (hall  die  pre- 
fently.  I  then  kneekd  down  by  the  bed-fide,  and  which  I  had 
ftcver  dbfle^bcfoBi^  prayed  with  him,  in  which'  h«  feemed  to  join 
very  eamef&y. 

Thl5  Aine,  I  laid,'  Father,  Twill  go  and'call  fomebody,  for  t 
dare  not  ftay  with  you  alone..  He  replied,  "  You  ffiall  not  go 
oUtitthifl  time  of  night,  do  not  be  afraid,"  ftill  crying  aloud  for 
^^f^cfi  Soon  after  be  faid,  hc^'Would  rife  and  put  on  his  clothes 
hiftlfclf;  I  ran  and  made  a  gbod  fire,  and  got  him  fomething  hot, 
hoping  that  it  might  relieve  him,  *^  O,  faid  he,  I  want  mercy 
for  my  foul  I  Lord,  (hew  mercy' to  me,  for  I  am  a  great  finnet  I 
If  thou  dofthot  Ihew  me  mercy,  I  am  miferable  for  ever  !  **  Fa- 
ther, faid  I,  there  is  mercy  5n  Jefus  Chrift  for  finncrs,  the  LordJ 
Aelp  you  to  lay  hold  on  it !  «  Oj  replied  he,  I  have  been  againft 
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jpu  for  feeking  after  jefus  Chrift,  the  Lord  forgive  m«,  and  la/ 
'rbt  this  fin  to  my  charge  !  "         ' 

'  1  de'lired  him  to  drlnjk  fomething  warm  which  I  had  for  him ; 
but  his  trying  to  drink  brought  on.  a.,  violent  reaching,  and  he 
'clianged  black  in  the  facd.  I  flood* by  holding  his  head,  and  he 
leaned  upon  me  with  all  his  weight.  Dreadful  time  indeed !  if 
^  left  him  I  was  afmid  he  would  fall  i,nto  the  fire ;  and  if  I  flood 
fey  him  he  wpiild  jdie  in  my  arms,  arid  no  one  perfon  near,  us, 
^T1\eh  came  that  Scjfipture,  Ifa.  xli.  lo.  "  Fear  thou  not,  for  I 
Jim  with  thee  ;  he  *not  difmayed,  I  am  thy  God  j  I  will  help 
\hte;  yea,  I  will  uphold  th6e." 

By  this  time  my  father  revived  again,  and  repeated  his  cries  as 
liefore,  "  Lord  have  hiefcy  upon  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man! 
Lord  {|)are  rtie  one  Week  more !  one  day  more !  "  Piercing  words 
to'  mt !  After  he  had  fat  awhile,  he  felt  an  uneafinefs  in  his 
1?o\^cls,  and  callecl  for  a  candle  to  go,  into  the  other  room ;  I 
,  rfew  Him  ftagger  as  h6  ^Vent  over*  the  threfhold,  foon  followed  him 
iand  found  hirfi  Oil  the  floor,  which  occafioned  me  to  fcream  out, 
'Tathet !  fathei*'!  patting  niy  hands  under  his  arms,  lifting  iivith 
iall  ttiy  might, 'fim  by  one  arm,  'thefi  by  another,  crying  an(^ 
driving  till  my  ftrength  was  quite  fpent. 

*  I  fopnd  all  my  attempts  to  raife  him  in  vain,  and  '^^r^fore, 
though  not  without  fears  of  rogues,  who  I  thought  waited  at  th« 
'door,*  ran  like  fome.  diftrafted  "creature,  through  deep  fnow,  to 
my  bro.ther's,''.whefe  ;I  ftood  crying^ ii).  a  deplorable 'manner. 
The  fatnily  being 'alarmed,  my  brother  came  Immediately,  with 
two  of  his  men,  ^hd  found  my  father  rifen  ffom  the  ground,  and 
lild  upon  the  bed.  '  IWy  brother  fpoketo  him,  but  he  could  not 
anfwcr,  except  one*  word  gr^  two..  On  my' return,  they  defired 
mc  not  to  go  into. the  room,  faylr1g,'hc  was  juft  departing. 

My  brothcn'SjOnan  fpon  came  out,;  and  feid,  he  wa;s  departed, 
Melancholy  .tidings  1  But  in  the  midA  of  my  trouble  I. had  a  fe- 
crct  hope  thatl)^?.  vrasgone  to  heaven  ;  ]ncycrthelefs,  I  fat  crying 
bitterly,'  to  think  what  a  fuiiden  and  furprixihg  change  death  had 
made  on  my  father,,  who  went  to  bed  wcU,  and  was  in  cteraitf 
by  miiinight  I    .     ',/  /   '', 

Quickly  after  my  brother  called  m  fome  neighbours,  among 

whom  came  Mj;*  Ju  t^e  Attor^i^y^  njj^^  bitter  enemy,  who  en- 

quiro.!  if  my  faflier  was  dead,    .Somebqdy  replied.    Yes  he  is. 

He  then  faid,    *f  It  is  <no  .more.^an  \vbat  I  looked  for  ;"  tho* 

.  iio'  notice  was 'taken.,  of  thefe  .words  tilji  afterwards.     This  was 


ing  the  hery  trial  ^hich  is  to  try  you. 
iv>j\'  I  have  met  with  fiery  trials  indeed,  not  knowing  that  I  had 
iliO  more  to  go  thro'.  ^     .     '        *   *  -        "         'Yhe 
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The  day  that  my  father  ^led,  the  clergypian  ^who  met  Mrl, 
Bunyan  aind  me  at  Gamlingay  town's-end,  reported  at  Baldock 
fair,  that"  we  "had  been  criminally  convcrfant  together ;  which 
vile  report  I  heard  the .  pcxt  day,  but  that,  f(;fjpture.  came  VithJ 
much  fweetnef^  and  bore  me  up,  'f  Blcllcd  are  ye  when  meii 
ihall  revile  you,  and  fay  all  manner  of  evil  agaiiilj  you  falfely  ftjr- 
my  fake."  '  '  .      .; 

On  Thurf^lay  we  had.  agreed- to  bury  jny  fether,  ^nd  accord-: 
ingly  invited  our  relatior^s  and  friends  to.  tl)(  funeral.  .But  on: 
the  Wednefday  night,  Mr.  F.  fent*  for .  my  brother,  and  alked. 
him,  whether  he  thought  my  father  died  a  natural  death  ?  '\ .  K 
queftion  which  amazed  my  brpther,  who  rea{iily  apfwered  in  the. 
affirmative,  "Yes,  J  know  he  died  a  natural  death."  Mr,  F.: 
replied,  "J)ut  J.  believe  he  di.d  not,  and  I  have  ha,d  my  borfe 
out  of  the  'ftablc  twice  to  day  to  fetch  a  furgeon,  but  confidered^ 
that  you  are  an  officfer  of  the  parifli,  therefore  leiave  it  to  you  :* 
pray  fee  and  do  your  office.**  Upon  my  brother's  aflcirig  him,.^ 
how  he  thought  my  father  came  to  his  ehd,^  if  he  did  not  die  a* 
natural  death  ?  he  anfwered,  ♦*  I  believe  your'fifter  has  poifoncd* 
bim."        •  .  ,  ., 

•      -  '  t 

My  brother  returned  wirfi  a  heavy  heart,  not  knowing  but  L 
might  lofemy  life  ;  on  acquainting  my  fifter^  iJie  was  likewifc. 
diftrefled : '  they  then  fent  for  ;a  godly  neighboyt  to  pray  with  ajidj 
counfel  them,  who  advifed  them  to  keep  it  from  nie  that  night ; 
but  early  in  the  morning  my  brother  came,  and  told  me,  to  whom. 
I  immediately  faid,  "  O  brother !  bleffed  be  God  for  a  clear 
confcience."  We  deferred  the  fuperal,  and  fending  for  a  fufgeon, 
told  him  the  cafe,,  who  examined  me  how  my  father  was  before 
he  went  to  bed,  ahd  what  fupper  he  eat,  &c.  I  told  him  all.the 
particulars  ;  and,  when  he  furveyed  the  corpfe,  he  went  to  Mr. 
F.  arid  told  him,  that  he  wondered  how  he  cquld  entertain  foch 
thoughts  concerning  -me,  afftiT?ng  him  that  there  were  no  juft 
grounds  for  his  fufpicion.'  Mr.  F.  replied,  he  verily  believed  it 
was  fo.  The  furgeon  perceiving  that  no  argiimtnts  would  con- 
vince him,  we  muft  have  a  coroner  and  jury.  I  readily  agreed 
to  this  propofal,  faying,  Moreover,  fir,  as  mjr  innoccricy  is- 
known  to  God,  I  would  have  it  known  to  metf ;  therefore  pray 
be  pleafcd  to  open  my  feAerj  This  he  decliilttf,*  faying,  there 
was  no  need  for  it,  but  j*romifed to  me^t the  coroner  and  jury 
the  next  day.  *         '  *  t  .  * 

Now  I  had  new  work  ciit  out,  therefore  went  Jo  the  Lord  and 
prayed  that  he  would  appeaf  in  this  fiery  tri^l. .'  T  faw  my  life  lay 
atftake,  as  well  as  the  name  of  God  ftruck  at,  but  that  word  was 
fcnt  for  my  fupport  and  comfort,  and  it  was-a  blefled  one  to  mjr 
foul,    Ifi^,  liv.  17,     ^  No  weapon  that  is  formed  again  ft  theg 
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(hall  profpcr,  and  every  tongue  that  (hall  rifeagainft  thcc  Ii\ju(%* 
tnent  thou  (ti^li  condemn/*  We  Tent  for  the  coroper  the  next 
morning.  Mr.  F.  hearing  of  it,  told  my  brother,  ♦♦  hp  would 
have  hii«  tneet  the  coroner'and  jury,  and  agr^p  it ;  for,  continu- 
ed he,  it  will  be  found  petit  treafon,  and  your  fiftpJ"  mMft  b^ 
burnt."  <«  No,  fir,  replied  my  brother,  we  are  not  alhamcd  to 
let  them  com«  through."  Upon  hearing  tjiis,  I  faid,  <*  I  will 
have  them  come  through,  if  it  coft  me  all  my  father  ha$  left 
me.**  I  did  Iwt  know  how  fer  Gop  pnight  fuffer  this  man  and 
the  devil  to  go.  It  alfo  troubled  me  to  think  Aat  in  cafe  I  fufr 
fered,  another,  as  innocent  as  myifeJf,  m^ift  fuffer  top,  for  Mr, 
F.  reported  that  I  poifoned  my  father,  and  Mr.  Buny^n  gave 
me  the  ftufF  to  do  it  with  ;  but  the  Lord  kpew  OMr  innoccnpy  in 
this  af&ir,  both  in  thought,  word  and  defsd. 

While  thus  furrounded  with  .ftraits  and  troubles^  I  muft  own 
that  at  times  I  had  many  carnal  reafonings,  though  J  knew  myr 
felf  clear.  I  thought,  ihould  God  fuffer  my  epemy  to  prevail 
to  the  taking  away  of  my  life,  bow  (ball  I  endure  bvffning !  Q 
the  thoughts  of  burning  were  ytxy  terrible,  and  fnade  my  veiy 
heart  to  ach  within  me  !  But  that  fcripture,  which  I  bad  oftoi 
tbougjit  of  before  my  father's  death,  cajnc  now  into  my  mind, 
*•  When  thou  paffeft  through  the  fire  I  will  be  wit^  thee,"  | 
laid  in  my  hearty  IfOrd,  thou  knoweft  my  innocence,  therefbrt 
if  thou  art  plcafed  to  fufFpr  my  enemies  to  take  away  mjf  life,  yet 
furely  thou  wilt  hp  with  me  ;  thoi^  haft  been  with  me  m  aU  my 
trials  hitherto,  and  I  truft  wilt  not  now  leave  me  in  the  gt«lte^ 
of  all.  At  laft  I  was  enabled  to  believe^  that  if  1  did  burn 
at  a  ftake,  the  Lord  would  give  me  his  prefence  ;  and  in  a  for 
lemn  manner,  refignecj  myfelftp  his  difpofal,  citlier  fof  life  of 
death, 

^  That  forei^oon  in  which  t^e  aoroner  was  e¥pe<%3d,  foi^e  cbrist 
tian  friends  frpm  Gamlingpy  pai4  mp  a  yifit,  and  fp^nt  iooe  timo 
in  prayer,  and  pleaded  eanieftly  with  the  hox^  on  my  b^half^ 
that  he  would  grapiouily  appear  (or  mc^  arvd  glorify  ius  name  JH 
my  deliverance*  1  then  retired^  smd  was  mi|ch  enlarged  in  beg* 
ging  the  divine  prelence  this  day,  and  that  )  miffht  not  have  (q 
much  ^s  a  deje^qi  countenance,  or  bp  in  the  Ifa^  da^nte4  before 
'  them.  I  thou^t,  to  ftarvjl  ^(cfor^  fk  company  of  n^ep  for  the 
murder  of  mypjfn  /§thpr,  t^ioug^  J  know  my  innocence^  will 
make  me  fink,  unlefs  I  have  much  of  the  Lord's  prefence  to  fup* 
port  pie.  An4  (hould  I  app^r  dejcfted  or  daunted,  pepple  will 
conclude  that  J  am  guilty  ;  therefore  I  be^ed  of  GO0  thJ|t  he 
would  carry  me  abpve  thp  fear  of  ?nen,  ^cvils,  and  death,  and 
feive  me  faith  ancj  courr.'je  to  lift  up  my  head  before  my  a(:cufers. 
Inunediatcy    this  fcripture  occurred  to  mv  min<J,   Job  xvii.  9. 

*  "The 


^<  The  righteous  (hall  hold  on  his  wa^ ;  and  he  thl^t  bat^x  clean 
hands  (hsdl  be  ftron^er  and  ftronger."  Then  I  broke  out^ 
ff  iA>rd,  thou  knoweft  my  heart  and  my  hands  areelear  in  this 
matter.'*  This  was  fuch  a  fuitable  word,  that  I  could  hardly 
have  had  fuch  another ;  and  the  Lord  m^de  evi;ry  title  of  it  goo4 
before  the  fun  went  down,  fo  th^  I  was  helped  tp  look  mine 
enemies  In  the  face  with  boldnefs. 

Word  beix^  brought  that  dxe  cofomi  and  jury  were  comt,  I 
£it  with  fome  neighbours  by  t}^^  ^re  ^^  they  palGsd  through  the 
(loufe  into  the  room  where  my  father  lay »  Some  of  the  jurymen 
i;:aine^  and  taking  me  by  the  hand^  with  tears  mnping  down  their 
cheeks,  faid,  <<.Pr9y  Qop  be  thy  comfort,  thou  art  as  innocent 
as  I  am,  |  believe."  '  Thus  one  and  another  (pake  to  me,  which 
I  looked  upon  as  a  wonderful  n^ercy  to  find  they  believed  mf 
not  guilty. 

When  the  coroner  h^d  viewed  the  corpfe,  he  came  to  warm 
liimfelf  by  the  fire  yrhere  I  fat,  and  lookii^  ftedfaMy  at  me,  he 
feid,  ^  Jixe  you  the  dau^tcr  of  the  deceafcd  ?  "  I  anfwered^ 
<*  Yes."  He  replied,  ^*  Are  you  the  perfon  who  was  in  the 
lioufe  alone  with  him  when  he  was  ftnick  with  death?  "  "  Yeff, 
fir,  I  am  ibe."  He  then  (hook  h}s  Ixe^d  i  gt  which  I  feared  hit 
thoughts  were  evil  toward  me* 

The  jury  alfo  having  t^ken  tfeeir  view,  they  wen?  to  dine  at 
my  brother's ;  aftei:  which  they  jHroCeeded  to  bulinefs,  and  fent 
fcr  me.  As  I  ^a»  goii^,  my  heart  went  out  much  to  the«  Lord 
Aat  he  would  ftand  by  me.  Then  came  thefe  words,  «^  Fear 
aot,  for  thou  flialt  not  be  aihamed."  And  before  I  came  to  my 
hrother's  houfe,  my  foul  w^s.'vronderfuUy  fupported,-  even  above 
what  J  coi^ld  afk  or  think. 

When  r  got  there,  my  bibther  fent  for  Mr.  F.  who  not 
coining  foon,  he  fent  again  ;  at  laft  he  came.  Then  the  coroner 
wiled  the  witneflbs,  ^ing  my  brother's  men,  who  were  fworn  ; 
he  aiked  them  whether  they  wew  prefent  when  my  father  died  1 
Whait  words  they  heard  him  fpcax  ?  &c.  And  when  they  had 
jnfwpred,  he  called  Mr.  F.  and  gave  him  his  oath,  "  Come, 
«id  he,  a&  yo^  aue  the  occation  of  our  meeting  together,  we  woul4 
know  about  this  young  woman's  murdering  her  father,  and  oq 
what  gjQunds  you  accufe'  hef.?"  M^  F.  but  in  a  confufec^ 
^Jf^nner,  tpld,  the  coroner  pf  the  late  diflerence  between  my  fil- 
ler and  me,:  how  I  was  fhui  out  of  doors,  and  that  my  father 
Qic4  birt  two  nights  after  I  was  admitted.  No^body  knew  what 
to  make  of  ^his.  ftrai^e  preambje  ;  but  I  ftood  in  the  parlour 
J^5)«>agft  them,  Vith  my  heart  as  full  of  comfort  as  it  could  hold. 

The 
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*  Thc.corOM'r  faid,  '"Tfiis  is  nothing  to  the  matter  In  hand 5 
M'hat  hav^  yf>u*to  a^cufc'thisypiin^  woman  with  ?  V  To  which 
Mr.  F;  re][)fied  littk  or'  rtomirig  to  the  purpofe ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time  tetuming  crofs.anf^fers,  .was  bid  to  ftand  by.  Then 
1  was  called.  ***  Come,  rfweetheart,  faith  the  coroner,  tell  us, 
where  was  yod  that  night  ^oiir  father  (hut  you  out  ?  "  I  anfwer^ 
cd,  "  Sir,  I  was  in  the  barn  all  night."  .  ^*  Ar)d  was  you  there 
ilonc  ?  "<«"Yes;  fir,*  I*  had  nobody  with  me."'  'He  fhook  his 
iiead  and  proteeded  :  "Where  did  you  go. to  the  next  morning  ?" 
**  I  flayed  in  th6  yard  till  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  intr^ating  my  Fa- 
ther to  let  tat  dome  in,  but  He*  would  not." 

At*this  he  fctmed  concerned,  and  alked,  '<  where  was  you  the 
remaining  part  of  the  day  ?  I  faid  at  my  brother's,  and  lay  there 
the  followii'ig  night.  '«*  When  did  your  father  let'you  come  in  ?'' 
^*  On  the  Lord's  day  evening."  <*  Was  he  well  when  you  came 
in  ?  **  «  Yes,  fir."  "  How  long  did  -he  live  afterward  ?  ". 
*'  Till  Tuefday  night."  «  Was  he  well  that  day?"  "  Yes,  fir,  as 
well  as  ever  I  faw  him  in  liny  life,  and  he  eat  as  hearty  a  dinner.** 
**  In  what  mamidr  was  he  taken,  and  at  what  time?-*'  "Near 
inidhight,  complaining  of  a  pain  at  his  heart.  I  heard  him' 
groan,  and  made  all  ha(^e  to  light  a  candle  ;  and  when  I  came, 
I  found  him  fitting  up  in  his  bed,  and  crying  out  of  a  pain  irt 
his  heart ;  and  he  feicj,  he  ihouU.prcfently. die,  which  frightened 
me  much,  fo  that  I  could  fcarce  get  on  my  -clothes,  when  I  made 
a  fire,  and  iny  father  rofc  and  fat  by  it.  I  got  him  fomething 
warm,  of  wh^ch  he  draiik^  a  Uttle,  but  firaining  to  vomit,  he- 
fwooned  away  while  I  held  hit.  head,  and  couM  not  leave  him  to 
call  in  afifiilaAce,  fearing^  left  in  my  abfence,  he  fhould  fall  into 
the  fire"  .  . 

The  coroner  ifiarAer  proceeded :'  ^*.  Was  there  noBody  in  the 
houfe  with  you  ?  "  .  "  No,*  fir,.  I  .faid,  J  had  none  with  me  hut 
QoD.  At  length  ^mj  fathet  came  a  little' agaein. to  himfelf,  and 
went  into  the  other  room,  wfaidiier  I  foOn  followed  him,  and 
found  him  lying  qpoo  the  floor; /a<  ^hich' fight  I  Screamed  out 
in  a  moft  difmal  manner,  yet  1  tried,  tb  raife  him  up,  hut  in  vain ; 
till  at  lad,  being  almoft  fpent,  I. ran  to  my  brother's  in  a.fri^t- 
fill  condition." 

Having'' given  him  this  relation,  the  coroner faiH,  "Sweet- 
heart, I  have  no  more  to  fay  to  you ; "  and  then  acldreflfed  himr 
felf  to  the  jury,  whofe  verdift  being  giVeb,  he  turned  hfmfelf 
toMn  F.  and  &id,  '^Yoii,  fir,  Who 'have  defafned  this  joiing' 
woman  in  this  public  manner^  endeavouring  to  take  away  her 
good  name,  yea,  her  life  alfo,  if  you  could,  ought  to  make  it 
your  bufineis  now  to  eftablifli  her  reputation.  $h€  has  met  with 
enough  in  being  alone  with  her  father,  when  fcized  with  death, 

you 


E^piRiENCE  of  Mrs.  Bjeaumqj^^^        ^        §if 

you  had  no  npcd  to  add  to  her  affliSion  and  fbrrov*.ftftd.if  To* 
were  to  give  five  hundred  pounds  it  woulH  not  fnaKe  h£r,amcnds.*^ 

He  then  capne  to  me,  and,  '  taking  me  by  ttiq.Rand,  faid, 
<«  Sweetheart,  do,  not'  be  dauntecL^.  ,GoD  will  take  care  of  tby 
preferment,  ancj  provide  thee  a  hiifband,  *  nptwithflanding  the 
malice  of  this'Wian.*  I  confefs  thefe,are  hard.thing§  for  one  fo 
young  as  thou  art  to  itieet  with^  'but  thank.  Goj>  for  this; deliver- 
ance, and  ney^^  fear'tuthe'^^lltakeTcare-of  theei"  'Then,  ad- 
dfefling  myfelf  to'  'the  coroner  and  ju'iiy,',!  fatd,  <*  Sirs,  i^  jfrojii 
arc  not  all  fatisfi'ed,  I  am  free  my^fither  ffiould.bd  ojehed;  as 
my  innocericie  ii  'ktvoWn  to  God^  T- wdittd  have'  it  known  to  you 
alfo,  for  I  anl  not  afraid  of  Hfc."*  ^*^^fo,  replie<J  Jh^e  cproner, 
we  are  fatlsf55ed',  thet'c  is  no  need'  6f' hiving  nim  "operieii  ;.  but 
blefs  God  that  theinalicc  of  this  iif h  broke  out  tfeforc  thy  fa-' 
therwasburie'd^.^"^   -."     ••    •     J'! 'I  l^V. '/V  "      '''\-'^^\    .   ■•    ' 

The'  room  ^Wa^'  flill  of  peo^lC^  aftd'^'reat,obfeWati9Ti'ri3iade  of 
my  l6oks  ajid  behaviour.  Sdnte  g^ntllmen  who  wdr^^  on  the 
jury, "as  T  Was  aftoi^atds  told,"feid,'  t|iat  they  rtibuld  riev^er  for- 
get with  what  chearful  countenance  I  ftood  before  theth.  1  fenoW 
not  hdw  I  looki^d,:  bill  this^  I  kruM^'TAy  Ijieiart  was  «s  fuft  of  peace 
and  comfort  as  Uetotfld'hold.  /  The "jutymen. were  all fnuchcon-^ 
temed  for  me,  and'  w«re  obfdrvei  «d  iitecfp  when  the  teotio*|er  exaii^ 
mined  '  me.  •  Iflrf eed  I  have  abundaflt  daiiifc  to  blefe  ^X3op  that 
they:  were  deeply  ^coavinced  of 'ttiy  Ihwboencc,  anfd  I  tate  heard 
that  fome  of  them  were  fo  affeded  with  my  cafe,  that  they  ^ould 
long  after  ij^arkpf'ine, with  teiirs.*:.  .     '  /;  , 

When  the  cocoAer-^nd  €on>p0ny  wefe  gpne^  we ifont. again  toi 
pur  friends  to  invite  them  to  the  funeral  „  which  ^as.an.  Saturday, 
night.  I  now  thought  my  trials  on  -this  accoiipit  Were^oy^r,  wd> 
that  Mr.  F.  bad  vented  all  his  malice,  but  w?is  ;i)ii|aken  ;  for, 
feeir^  hq  cq\>}4  RPt  t^ke  away  my  Ufe,  hi^  n^Kt.:attcmpt  was  to 
deprive  me  of  that  fubftance  my  father  had  left  mQ.  'According-* 
ly  he  fends  for  my  brother-in-law  from- my  f«t[ier*s. grave,  and 
informed  him  how  things  were  left  in  the  will,  'telling  him  thaty 
his  wife  was  cut  off  with  a  (hilling,  but  that. he  could. put  him  in: 
a  way  to  come  in  for  a  fliare  ^. 

This  was  a  new  trouble.     My  brother  in-law  t.  threatened,  if^ 
I  would  not  refigh  part  of  what  my  father  had  left,  he  wbuid. 

*  JMr.  F.  wa3  an  attorney,  and  made  the  will  about  three  years 
before 'her  father's  death,  at  which  time  he  put  her  father, forward 
to  give  her  more  lha,n  her  filler,  becaufe  of  a  defigo  he  then  had  of, 
marrying  her  ;  but'  upon  her  going  to  the  meetings  and  becoming 
religious,  he  (Uril^fl  (o  b4  her.  bitter  enemy,  was  filled  with  impla- 
cable malice  and  hatred,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to,  prej^dic?  the 
mind  of  her  father  agflinft  hcf. 
+  This  was  not  her  owh  brother  Who  attended  the  meetings^  and  fym- 
pathized  .with  her. utuier  her  (ijfferingis,  as.biforc  related,  but  her  fiilcr's 
lui(band«  begin 
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liegin  a  futt  at  law.  Mi%  t.  prompted  him  ©n^  -fitying,  «  Han^ 
her,  do  not  let  her  go  away  with  fo  much  more  than  your  wife/' 
<^d  to  law  we  Were  going,  to  prevent  which,  and  for  the  fake 
of  peace,  I  fatisficd  my  brother  in-law  with  almdfome  prefent. 

About  a  month  after  my  father  was  buried,  another  report 
was  fpread  at  Bi^lcfwade^  "  that  now  Agnes  Beaumont  had 
confeffed  (he  poifoncd  her  father,  and  was  quite  diftrafted.'* 
«  Is  it  true?^'  faid  feme*  "Yes,  it  is  true,"  faid  others. 
But  t  was  determined,  if  it  pleafed  God  to  fpare  me  till  ncit 
market-day,  I  would  go  and  let  them  &e  I  was  not  diftra^ed, 
and  accordingly  went ;  and  when  the  market  wa^  at  the  height, 
(hewed  myfelf  am(xig  thepec^le,  which  put  a  flop  to  their  bu« 
linefs  for.  a  time;  for  their  eyes  were  upon  me^  while  I  walked 
through  and  through  with  this  thought,  <^  if  there  were  a  thou* 
land  more  of  you,  I  would  lift  up  my  head  before  you  all." 
That  day  i  was  well  in  my  foul,  and  therefore  eKceeding  chear-f 
fill.  M^y  people  came  and  fpake  to  me,  faying.  We  now  fee 
that  you  are  not  diftra&ed. 

After  diis,  another  nforty(9»  raifed,  in  «  different  part  of  the 
country,  That  Mr.  Bunyan  wai^  a  widower,  and  gave  me  oottn^^ 
iel  to  poiipu  my  futhoTi  that  he  ntkigfat  maityvme;  which  plot 
was  agread  on,  they  faid,  i^s  we  went  to  G^mlingaf  •  But  this  rof 
port  rat^  o^^fioned  mirth  thm  mourning,  becaufe  Mr.  Buii4 
yan  al  the  fame  tidie  had  a  good  wife  living. 

Now,  thought  I,  furely  Mr.  F.  has  done  with  me:  but  the 
next  futtilher  a  fite  broke  OtJt  in  the  townj  h6W  it  came  topafs 
no  one  could  tell ;  but  Mr.  F.  foon  found  a  peribh  on  whom  to 
<!harge  it,  for  he  affirmed  that  it  was  I  who  fct  the  houfe  on  fire ; 
but,  as  the  Lord  knoweth,  I  knew  nothing  of  this  fire  till  the 
doleful  cry  reached  my  ears.  This  malicious  (lander  was  not 
much  regarded. 

Thus  I  have  related  both  the  good  and  evil  things  I  have  met 
VI th  in  paft  difpenfations  of  providence,  and  have  reafon  to  wifh 
it  was- as  well  with  my  foul  now  as  then'.  And  one  mercy  the 
Lord  added  to  all  the  reft,  which  I  cannot  butmention,  namely, 
<hat  he  k^pt  rtp  from  prejudice  againft  Mr.  FTIfSr  notwithftand* 
itig  he  h^d  fo  greatly  injured  mei,  1  wai  helped  to  cry  to  the 
Lord,  and  that  with  many  tears,  for  mercy  on  his  foul.  1  car^ 
truly  fay 'that  I  eameftly  longed  after  his  falvation,  and  begged 
of  God  to  forgive  him,  whatever  he  had  faid  or  done  to  my  hurt 

AGNES  BEAUMONT. 

N.  B.  Mrs.  Beaumont  furvived  thcfe  trials  many  years, 
and  wa&  twice  married ;  her  laft  huiband's  name  was  Story,  a 
perfen  of  confiderable  fubflant^  and  great  ferioufhefs.    She  die4 
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it!  Higbeiite^  Kovember  a9,  *i72o»  aged  68  years.  Her  re^ 
fMWi  by  Jbuer  ord^r,  were  brought  to  Hit^hen,  where  they  lie 
ioierre^  in  the  Bapcift  burying  ground,  gad  her  funeral  difcoude 
ms  ftx&fiiti  by  the  late  Mr.  Needh^mj  from  a  Con  iv.  17* 
^^Our  light  niBifftion,  which  is  but  for  a  snoment,  woriiethfoT 
us  a  £ir  moM  «xeecdxng  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.'' 

LETT    E  -R    S. 
From  the  Rev,  Mri  Newton,  to  Mr.  Weslet. 
Dear  and  Reverend  Sir, 

I  Saw  yeilerday  a  letter  from  you  to  the  late  Mr.  Whitcfield^ 
which  came  tp  the  hands  of  another  perfon  of  that  name^ 
who,  I  believe,  could  hardly  underftand  or  relifli  it.  I  was 
ibny  to  find  you  were  indifpofed  at  the  time  of  writing  it ;  but 
as  we  have  heard  nothing  to  the  contrary,  I  would  hope  this 
snTLj  find  you  in  health,  and  at  Briftol. 

With  us,  thro'  mercy,  all  is  well  and  eafy,  as  when  you  left 
us,  and  every  thing  about  us  in  much  the  fame  fituation.  The 
moft  remarkable  occurrence,  is  the  death  of  our  good  friend  Mr, 
p.  W.  He  was  taken  fuddenly  in  the  ftrefct  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  ^nd  died  after  three  weeks  illnefs :  The  laft  fortnight 
be  was  quite  exhaufted,  could  not  bear  company,  nor  fpeak  much 
to  be  undcrftopd.  When  he  had  been  ill  a  week,  he  fent  fof 
roe,  rallied  his  ftrength  and  fpirits,  and  converfed  for  near  two 
hours,  in  a  way  much  to  my  fatisfaftion,  upon  the  whole,  tho* 
he  complained  of  a  cloud  upon  his  mind,  and  that  he  didT 
not  find  thofe  confolations  which,  he  faid,  he  had  long  thought 
highly  defirable.  But  I  was  told,  that  this  feemed  to  be  re- 
moved ;  and  he  expreffed  a  comfortable  hope,  and  an  entire  re- 
fignation  and  willingnefs  to  be  gone.      I  hope  the  death-bed 

{roved  a  hot-bed  to  him ;   as  I  doubt  not  it  has  to  many,  who 
ave  ripened  more  in  an  hour  near  the  verge  of  life,  than  ifi 
jrcars  before. 

I  am  now  informed  of  yopr  arrival  at  Briilol,  which  I  much 
rejoice  in,  and  defirc  to  praife  the  Lord  for;  I  hope  he  ha3"yet 
niuch  fervice  for  you  to  do,  and  till. your  work  is  done,  I  know 
your  life  is  fecured:  when  , it  is  fully  accornpliflied,  I  think  J 
«^  give  my  confent  that  youflwuld  be  releaftd  from  hcnpe,  anji 
removed  to  that  kingdom  of  love,  and  jojr,  and  peace,  where 
none  of  the  evils  of  mortality  can  find  admiftance ;  and  there,  I 
truft  in  thdc  Lord,  to  meet  you,  when  mylittk  fphere  of  life  is 
^Ifo  filled  up.  Tho'  now  we  groan  eameftly,  being  burthencd  ; 
but  when  we  once  arrive  at  the  haven  of  reft,  we  fhall  not  think 
Vol.  XX.  Sept.  1797/  we 
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vfc  fufftrcd  too  rtucH,  or  waited  too  long,  for  the  aceompf jft« 
Jncnt  of  the  glorious  promifcs,  in  the  profpeift  of  Which  wc  are 
already  enabled  to  rejoice  with  unfpeakablc  joy/    If  it  were 
poflible  for  repentance  to  enter  into  heaven,  it  would'furcly  be, 
»otifo  much  for  our  adual  fins  in  the  body,  (fincc  in  ciir  deliver- 
ance from  thefe,   and  their  confeqiiences,   the  power  of  diving 
Grace*,  and  the  rich  efficacy  of  Redeeming  Blood,  is  more  re- 
markably difplayed,)  but  rather  to  think  of  the  poor,  low  views, 
we  formed  of  our  falvation  while  in  this  lower  world,  and  the 
little  we  did  for  oyr  gracious  God,  t;o  (hew  our  gratitude  for  his 
wonderful  love.     And  if  fuch  a  laborious  life  as  yours  may  leave 
toom  for  this  rcfledlion,  what  muft  be  faid  of  mine  ?     If  thofe 
who  have  been  moft  faithful,  and  been  made  moft  ufcful,  will ' 
then  fee  caufe  to  be  afliamed  of  their  beft  fervices,  how  ftriking  . 
Ynuft  my  difingenuity  appear,  who,  tho'  I  experienced  an  awaken. 
ing  and  converfion  almoft  as  lingular  as  the  apoftle  Paul,  yet 
have  been  and  ftill  continue  a  meer  cumberer  of  the  ground.    It 
is  feme  confolation  to  me,  to  think,  that  tho'  I  am  indeed  one  of 
the  meaneft  and  moft  infignificant  of  the  fervants.  of  the  Lord 
here,    when  once  I  arrive  at  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  not  one 
among  the  general  aftembly  of  the  redeemed,  will  more  illuftrate 
the  riches  of  the  divine  forbearance  and  mercy,  than  myfclf :    I 
fhall  for  ever  be  a  ftriking  and  peculiar  proof,  of  that  faithful 
faying,     ye/us    Chrijl    came   into    the   world   to  fave  the  chief  of 
'Sinners.     I  have  read  that  when  the  Doge  of  Genoa  was  con- 
ftrained  to  'make  a  fubmiflion  to  Louis  the  XIV.  in  the  name  of 
^  he  republic,  when  he  had  been  (hewn  all  the  fplcndour  and  pa- 
geantr}'^  of   that  Nebuchadnezzar  at  Verfailles,   he  was  afked, 
•^*  What  he  thought  the  moft  extraordinary  thing  he  h^d  taken 
notice    of?**      He  replied,    «  51>  fee  myf elf  here.*'      In  a  far 
different  fenfe  I   may  then  ufe  his  words.     Surely,  (except  the 
immediate  beholding  the  glories  of  Gop  and  the  Lamb,)  no- 
'thing  will  appear  more  wonderful  in  the  Court  of  Heaven,  than 
that  fuch  a  one  as  I,  (hould  find  admittance!- 

I  wait  your  diredions  where  to  fend  you  that  paper  you  left 
with  me,  and  hope  it  will  not  be  long,  for  it  will  give  me  a 
double  fatisfadlion  to  hear  of  your  welfare,  profrte  rnanu.  Mrs. 
Kewton  concurs  witjt  mc  in  tenderhig  our  fincereft  refpe^ts,  and 
xequefting  a  remembrance "  in  your  prayers,  and  a  fhare  in  youi 
cbrrefpondcncp.  I  pray  the  great  l^ord  of  the  harveft  to  manifeft 
himfelf  to  you  and  for  you,  till  the  important  hour  when  mor- 
tality fliall  be  fwallowed  up  in  life.  I  am,  with  refped  and. 
"fliFcdion,  Rev.  Sir,  your  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 
;     JUiyerpool,  Auguft  29,  1758,  ^  ,  J.  NEWTON.  . 

Jefu  ct  omnia. 

From 
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Prom  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr.  Shirxev,  to  Mr.  Wesley 

Reverend  and  very  dear  Brother,  May,  27,  1760. 

I  Bear  in  my  mind  with  all  thankfulnefs,  the  tender  love  and 
charitajble  prayers  with  which  God  was  pleafed  to  infpire  your  ^ 

heart,   and  the  hearts. of  his  dgar  children  in  Ireland,  towards  '^ 

my  unhappy   Brother,  myfelf,    and  our  afilidled  family,    under  .  i 

the  late  dreadful  calamities  inflided  on  us.  *     May  every  blefling.  -I 

you  fought  for  him  or  us,  be  doubled  and  redoubled  on  your  own  1 

fouls  'y  and  may  the  Lord  remove  far  from  every  one  of  you  that  ' 

biiter  Cup,  which,  it  feemed  good  to  him,  that  we  (hould  fhare 
in.      , . 

I  have  reafon  to  blefs  my  God  daily,  for  the  humbling  leflbns 
he  has  taught  me,  through  thefe  his  awful  vifitations.  O  Sir,,  is 
there  much  danger  now  that  I  (hould  pride  myfelf  upon  my 
family! 

I  doubt  not  but  that  your  labours  in  Ireland  have  been  amply; 
paid  in  their  fuccefs  ;  and  give  me  leave  to  affure  you,  that  night 
and  day,  I  continually  recommend  you,  in  my  fervent  prayers^ 
before  the  Throne  of  Grace.  \  - 

On  many,  many  confiderations,  my  earneft  defires  draw  me  to-- 
wards  you,  and  yet  I  perceive  myfclf  detained  here,  very  much 
againft  my  will,  by  a  truft  rcpofed  in  me  by  nay  late  Brother,,  to^ 
fee  his  debts  difcharged,  and  other  matters  properly  fettled,  that 
no  further  dishonour  may  be  reflefted  on  his  memory.  I  would 
to  God  I  may  meet  you  in  Connaught,  and  give  you  a  poor  but 
hearty  welcome  at  Loughrea,  but  fesnr  I  cannot  poffibly  be  down 
till  the  time  you  have  propofed  for  your  ftay  there  is  expired.- 
Let  me  intreat  you,  however,  that  you  will  pay  a  vifit  to  my, 
poor  Flock,  for  whom  I  am  forely  grieved  in  my  abfence  fronn 
them;  and  can  only  be  comforted  in  the  fweet  hope. that  you  will 
not  negle<a.  them  in  your  travels.  Yow^re  heartily  welcome  to 
my  church,  if  you  pleafe  to  make  ufo  of  it ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  trwly  welcome  to  the  ears  and  hearts  of  all  the  jpeople. 
May  God  continue  to  blefs  and  endow  you  with  the  Riches  of 
his  unfearchable  Wifdom,  and  permit  you  to  us  many  yearsj 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  Miniftry  of  his  glorious  Gofpel,  and 
for  the  enlargement  of  your  own  everlafting  Reward,  eternal  in 
the  Heavens.  Amen  and  Amen.  Your  moft  unworthy,  yet 
ever  affeftionate  Brother  in  the  Lord, 

Walter  SHUtEY, 

♦  The  death  of  his  Brother,  Earl  Ferrars. 
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From  Mrs.  M,  Clark£,  to  Mrs.^**. 

M7  dear  Friend,  July  ai,  1786. 

I  Have  thought  juft  the  fatne  as  you  do,  relpeSing  the  Doc- 
trine of  Chriftian  Perfeftion,  The  fnanner  in  ^hJch  forhc 
have  fpoken  of  it,  difgufted  me  not  i  little  \  arid  others,  who 
profefled  to  experience  it,  have  exceedingly  grieved  me  ;  ycf  I  am 
not  temjpted  to  diifceli'eve,  cither  the  poT^er,  or  the  willingnefs  of 
God,  to  cleanfe  fronl  all  fin,  and  to  b'riilg  intd  the  foiil  all  the 
mind  that  was  in  Chrift.  The  more  I  difliked  the  felfe,  the 
more  I  defircd  that  the  real  work  of  Goi)  might  be  brought  intft 
my  Soul. 

When  the  Lord  firft  revealed  his  pardoning  love  to  me,  I  wa§ 
happy  beyond  defcription.  Yet  at  that  time  I  wanted  to  approach 
iJearer  to  God,  and  to  dwell  in  his  prefence.  I  was  like  a  king's 
fort,  who  for  rebellion  againft  his  FathtSr,  had  been  bahifhed  from 
his  native  land,  but  upon  his  fincere  repentance,  and  Acknow- 
ledgment of  his  fault,  had  received  his  father's  parclon,  and  on 
this  account  was  filled  ^^'ith  joyful  gratitude  ;  but  flill  he  wanted 
fomething  farther,  namely,  to  be  called  td  court,  to  hive  fre^ 
iccefs  to  the  king,  ahd  to  be  of  his  couhcil.  Thu$  did  I  loftg 
for  fellowihip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  through  the  Holy 
Spirit.  To  lofe  all  n^y  oWn  x^ill,  that  his  might  be  fully  ac- 
^ompliflied  in  all  things.  The  continual  cry  oF  hiy  foul  Was, 
**  Loi-d,  let  me  krtow  myfclf !  ShiiYe  into  tny  mind,  artd  let  me 
become  acquainted  with  its  hidden  iniquity."  The  Lttrd  anfwcr* 
cd  me,  and  gave  me  futh  a  Rght  of  myfclf,  that  I  was  obliged  td 
Alter  my  rcqutft,  Artd  to  ptzy,  «*  O  my  God  !  ftay  (hine  hand ; 
it  Is  tnough  ;  bke  it  away ;  I  cannot  bear  it :  I  abhor  and 
loathe  mylelf  ih  duil  and  a{hes."  I  continued  in  this  ftate  about 
thrte  ^eeks.  It  ffeemtd  is  if  all  tfie  artillery  df  lleH  i^s  flay- 
ing upon  tnc  i  Pfide,  ifclf-wHl,  impatience  of  <i6irtttaaKtion, 
alternately  dlftre^d  me,  till  bne  nfght  I  Was  quitfc  Vanquiihed ; 
I  had  no  ftrength  V)F  body,  nor  any  powtV  td  look  ttt  <Jto. 

That  night  I  ^as  lengaged  to  fup.  with  company.  I  fat  down 
at  the  table,  but  €ouId  no  longer  refrain  from  burning  out  into 
tears.  My  friends  wept  viHith  ine, .  through  th'cy  knew  not  the 
caiifc  of  my  forrow- ,  I  told  them,  I  was  not  well,  and  begged 
Jeave  to  retire  to  my  chamber.  Here  I  vented  my-  forrows  in 
floods  of  tears.  The  ftru^ggk  Ih  my  m5id  was  fo  great,  that  it 
feemed  as  if  body  and  foul  were  feparating.  Jf,sus  appeared 
th«  filireft  among  ten  thoufand*     I  faw  him,  by  the  eye  of  faith, 

in 
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fa  *U  his  Wa«y }  and  iiniyfelf,-all  deformity.  jFhe  W^  I  felt  e>> 
him,  atnd  the  hatred  to  myfelf,  -wiim  too  much  fortw  to  be^n> 
1  funk  down  before  him  quite  motionlefs  ;  whea  all  at  ooce.  m^ 
foul  wa^  fiUcd  with  divine  fweetnefr,  and  the  follpwipj  Scrips 
tlirci  were  applied  to  my  foul  with  great  power ;  **  Ye  havct 
not  chofefi  me,  but  I  have  chofcnyou,  —  thaityou  JlioUld.g* 
and  bring  forth  fruit,  and  that  your  fruit  (hould  remain :  <*  Whae-^ 
foevct  you  fhall  aft  the  Father  in  my  name,.h^  will  give,  it  y<njtJ\ 
I  feemed  div<jfted  of  every  thing,  but  love  and  huiwUty.,  I  laj: 
as  nothing  before  the  Lord ;  and  he  entered  aad  took  full  poiTef^ 
fion  of  my  heart,  I  was  not  in  a.trsnfport  of  joy,  but  ati  wa^ 
peace  and  heavenly  ferenity.  I  pafied  the  night  in.  folemn.  adpv 
ration  and  communion  ifHih  God,  who  was  now^my  all  in  all.    > 

In  the  morning  I  acquainted  my  fnends  with  all  that  h&d  pafs- 
eA  \  and  they  rejoiced  with  me,  and  gave  glory  to  God.  Front 
diU  time  I  law  myfelf  to'be  one  of  the  leaft  of  all  the  children 
of  Cod,  and  walked  in  humility  and  refignation.  Love  was  thd 
ireigning  principle  in  my  foul ;  and  when  I  faw  any  who  profefled 
religion,  fall  mto  flil ;  or  perceived  that  they  were  not  w^orking 
out.  their  Salvation  With  fear  and  trembling,  my  bowels  yearned 
Over  thdm,  and  I  could  alitioft  have  laid  down  my  life  to  bring 
them  to  the  Lord.  I  could  not,  like  fome  profcffors,  fliun 
Aeii^^fftpany,  but  rtiy  heart  melttd  in  tender  pity  towards  them 
ikiorti  thaiv  ever.  And  glory  be  to  my  gracious  God,  he  hath  at^ 
teiided'^y  fteble  efideavcMirs  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  and 
hath  given  me  to  rejoice  over  Jbme,  as  well  as  to  mourn  over 
others. 

I  have  been  otteh  grieved  by  fome  that  profefled  chriftian  per-* 
feftioA,  who  irtftead  of  having  their  hearts  like  the  blcfled  Redc^i 
ct\  a  foilfttairt  of  pity  and  love  AoWing  out  to  all  around  them^ 
*ey  have  zppekitA  to  me  to  be  fhutAjp  in  fuUcnnefs,  aood  fcemed- 
at  lei*,  to  fay  t6  others ;  -.  Strfnd  off,  I  am  hoiic»  than  thou! 
They  hAve  wAWhfed  over  their  breihten  for  evil;  and  if  thef 
GOuW  find  out  a  fault,  have  too  often  publifhed  it  ikncotA.  Ano* 
tt^r  eifcii¥ftftiinee  refpfedling  feme  prbfeffors  has  gtie^dmy 
»iftd  ;  they  have  arrived,  as'  they  thought,  at  fuch  aa  height  of 
hMiftfefs,  that  thtrf  could  hot  by  iahy  mfeans  come  down,  fo-as  tb 
fympathtze  With  the  forrows  of  othei^.  Family  triate,  diftreffmg 
circuiWlalicfeSj  ct  a  mind  opprefl'ed  with  grief,  Were  far  beneath 
their  notice.  I  muft  pwn,  I  have  not  fo  learned  Chrift  ;  and  if 
they  are  right,  then  I  am  wrong/  I  continually  feel  the  weight 
of  my  brc^er*s  citrfs:  Nor  has  divihe  Gracd  lifted  m*  up  above 
trials  and  forro^'s  of  my  own.  Indeed  I  may  {ay, .  I-  never  koew 
what  heavy  trials  were  until  1  the  above  mentioned  change  took 
place  in  my  heart.  The  Lord  ha^  permitted  "every  gl-ain  of  'my 
gwe  to  be  tried,  as  by  fire.     I  have  met  with  difappointmenti 
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itf  every  Kndf ;  forfaken  by  thofc  with  whom  I  took  fn^cet  ctmn^ 
{Af  and  walked  in  company  with  to  the  houfe  of  God  ;  pejrplex^ 
€d  on  every  fide,  yet  not  in  dcfpair.  For,  glory  be  to  God,  I 
can  ftill  ij^y,  •'  As  forrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing  ;  caft  down, 
but  not  deftroyed."  I  know"  what  it  is  to  glory  in  the  crofsof 
Chrift.  I  feel  fuch  fellowfhip  with  him  in  his  fuffetings,  that  I 
often  lie  at  bis  feet,  loft  in  wonder  and  gratitude,  that  he  (hould 
account^  me  worthy  to  be  a  partaker  with  him.  He  hath  taken 
me  upon  the  mount  with  lum,  and  led  me,  ftep  by  ftep,  through 
all  hisfi^rings,  even  to  his  laft  dreadful  agony,  when  he  cried 
•ut,  "My  Gop,  my  Gorp,'.why  haft  thou,  forfaken  me!'* 
There,  I  can f fay,  the  man  of  fin  died  on  my  Redeemer's  crofs; 
and  the  life  which  I  now  live„  is  by  faith  in  him.  His  will  is 
my  deligbt^ .  The  love  I  feel  to  his  children  k  not  to  be  ex- 
preffed.  .  If  all  ,the  comfort  of  my  life  depended  upon  grieving 
^r  ,wpunding  orje  of  thena,  tl\at  Ihould  be  given  up  without  he- 
fitation.  1  7^m  often  fo  fwajllowed  up  in  love,  that  I  want  to 
grafp  the. wj^le  world  in  my  arms,  and  to  carry  them  to  God. 
You  may  niuch  eafier  conceive,  than  I  can  exprefs,  what  I  feel 
towards  thofe  with  whom  I  am  united  in  Jefus,  and  who  have 
been  the  inftrum^nts  of  ray  comfort,  yea  of  my  intire  (andifica- 
tion. 

If  tht  Lord  fhould  remove  you  by  this  difor^er,  from  all 
ydur  fufierings,  great  will  be  my  lofs^.  for  I  believe,  I  (hall 
never  find  fuch  another  friend  below  the  (kies :  but  it  will  be 
your  gain;  therefore  I  fubmit.  The  Lord  only  kr^ows  what  I  feel. 
Yet  I  have  a  degree  of  hope,  from  fome  particular  impreffions 
on  my  mind>  th^t  the  Lord  will  fpare  you  a  little  longer.  I 
never  found  my  foul  drawn  out  in  earneft  prayer  for  any  thing, 
but  the  Lord  hath  granted  it,  or  taken  away  the  defire. 
,  I  can  only  advife  you,  to  live  in  the  continual  excrclfeof 
faith,  and  to  commit  yojur  friends  and  your  all  into  the  hands  of 
bim  who  hath  done  all  things  well  for  you.  .  I  fliould  be  glad  if 
I  could  be  xiearcr  to  you,  but  it  will  not  be  long  ere  we  (hall  fit 
down  in  our  Mafter's  kingdom,  and  be  fcparated  no  more  for 
ever.  I  hope  to  fee  you  foon,  and  I  believe  I  ftiall  fee  you  in  a 
better  ft^tc  of  health.  I  have  many  things  to  impart  when  we 
meet.  Till  that  time,  my  belgved  friend,  farewell.  God  blefs 
you.     ,  J  am  your's,  &c.  Mary  Clarke, 


I 


;  From  Mr.  George  Clark,  to  Mr.  W.  S. 
My  dear;  lirother,  London,  July  28,  1770. 

T  has  pjften  been  upon  my  mind  to  write  to  you,  becaufe  I 
have  hot  ftfcngth  to  walk  to  your  houfe. 

Although 
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Akhougkyou  arc  not  now  (as  formerly)  one  of  my  peculiar 
tharge,  yet  my  foul  has  often  been  engaged  fori  you  with  the 
Lord  in  prayer.  I  mourn  for  you,  becaufc  your  mind  is  aliena- 
ted from  our  blcffed  Redeemer,  who  had  manifeAed'himfelf  unto 
you,  and  waihed  away, your  fins  iix'  his  own  blood*  Can  yoti 
read  tius  without  a  figh,  or  a  falling  tear  ? '  I  thihk  not.  I  hope 
your  heart  is  not  fo  ftceled  againft  the  Truth ;  iidr  c«n  you  as  yet 
forget  that  you  was  once  purged  from  your  old  fitis. .  O  that  the 
Lord  would  bring  to  your  remembrance,  and  cive  you  again  to 
feel  in  any  nieafure,  that  fweet  attraAing  love  of  GpD  which  you 
once  enjoyed.  How  did  your  foul  rejoice  in  God  your  Saviour  1 
And  how  ftrongly  were  you  engaged  to  him !  What  a  foretafte 
of  Glory  did  you  then  find,  and : with  what  alacrity  <iid  you  run 
the  way  of  his  commandments  I  Then  the  Sabbath  was  your 
delight,  and  the  ordinances  of  God  were  well^  of  falvation  to 
your  new-«born  foul.  You  rejoiced  to  be  found  in  the  great  con- 
gregation ;  —  and  to  aflemble  with  your  brethren,  in  holy  fellow* 
Slip,  was  your  delightful  employment.  How  did  your  happy  foul 
rejoice  to  think,  "  I  am  united  to  Jefus  ;  a  living  member  of 
•'  his  myftical  body.  I  know  by  the  witnefs  of  his  Spirit,  that 
"  I  am  a  child  of  God  and  an  heir  of  heaven !  '* 

But  O!  how  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and  the  fine  gold  chang-* 
ed!  How  is  it  degenerated  into  bafe  metal !  Is  it  poffible  that 
your  underftanding  ftiould  be  fo  darkened?  Indeed,  it  could 
not,  if  it  was  only  fuffered  to  fpeak.  But  it  is  kept  blinded  x 
there  is  a  mift  continually  before  it.  It  is  not  fufiered  to  reafoq^ 
or  fpeak  for  itfelf ;  elfe  that  noble  faculty  would  i)ot  permit  yoa 
to  carry  a  lie  in  your  right  hand.  And  do  not  you  do  this,  wnen 
you  fufFer  yourfelf  to  think,  that  folid  peace  or  happinefe  can  be 
found  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  thing  that  money  can  procure  ? 
You  have  tried  the  experiment  for  many  years  ;  and  let  confcienoe 
fpeak*  Are  you  now  happy  ?  No ;  you  know  you  are  notw 
lou  well  know  the  truth  of  that  word,  "  The  happinefs  of  a 
man's  life  does  not  confifl  in  the  abundance  of  thofe  things  ^whidi 
he  poffeffeth." 

But  perhaps  you  have  an  afylum,  a  placie  of  refuge :  Yott 
have  learned  to  fay,  '^  Once  in  grace,  always  in  grace."  Nei* 
vcrthelefs,  this  bed  is  too  fliort  for  you  to  flrctch  yourfelf  upon. 
You  comfort  yourfelf  with  that  word,  *^  Jefus  having  loved  his 
cwn  who  were  in  the  world,  he  loved  them  unto  the  end."  But  thif 
covering  will  not  be  fufficient  for  you  to  wrap  yourfelf  in :    fot 

Jie  truth  of  this,  I  appeal  to  your  own  confcience :  Can  you 
ie  with  a,  joyful  hope  of  a  blcffed  immortality^  while  you  are 
reading  theile  lines  ?  I  doubt  you  could  not.  -  But  fuppofing 
your  opinion  to  be  true,  what  bafe  ingratitufie  are  you  guilty  of, 
thus  to  abufe  th»  ineflimable  benefits  which  a  kind  and  gracious 

Goo. 
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Gof>  ihatfa  facAovrd  uponyoii:  to  fin,  tfasit  gtaec  miqr  dimmd ! 
Wottid'you  put  up  with  fuch  treatment  from  fwur  wife,  jrnaf 
/on,  or  your  crvant  ?  Were  your  wife  to  be  unfiudiful  to  your 
ted;  yonrfto  to  defpife  and  fct  your authori^ at oot^t ;  or 
yo«r  fervapt  to  defraud  you,  how  would  yon  ^efeot  this  ?  Ab4 
U .  apt  Jefbr  as  ^eatly  dtflionouied  by  you,  and  does  he  ant  take 
Icnowlcdge  of  it?  It  is  true,  the  I>ord  hadi  fiivouredyou 
v^tth  gveat  prosperity,  and  exalted  you  above  your  brethren.  But 
tuth  he  xtpt,  by  fo  doing,  laid  you  under  greater  obligatioiis 
(h»n  ever^  to  glorify  his  Name  ?  Is  it  not  GrOD  who  hath  given 
you  power  io  get  weakh,  and  ought  you  to  turn  your  back  upon 
youriBenfifaiSpr  ?  Or  ought  you  not  rather,  on  this  very  account, 
io  waUc  more  .dofely  with  ham  than  ever  ?  O  how  often  do  wt 
fee  that  word  awfully  fulfilled,  «  The  fMrofperity  of  fools  (hall 
'^eftroy  them  1 "     O  take  care  left  it  (hould  be  the  cafe  with  you* 

Sit  down  a  few  minutes  and  feriouQy  think  of  thefe  things. 
Then  lift  lip  your  heart  unto  the  Lord,  pray  for  divine  light,  and 
fuflfer  it  to  enter  into  your  foul,  Confider  thp  days  that  are  pad; 
Jet  confcicjiHJe  fpcak,  and  hearken  to  its  faithful  reproofs.  The? 
look  into  the  prcfcnt  ftate  pf  your  foul,  and  confider  whethg: 
.  your  ways  are  pleafing  to  God.  Confider  the  foundation  of  your 
opinion,  and  try  wheSier  it  will  bear  you  up  under  all  the  doubts 
and  fears  with  which  jrour  mind  is  likely  to  be  exercifed.  If 
you  can  look  into  the  Book  of  Life,  and  know  affuredly  that  your 
name  is  written  there,  and  that  it  never  fhall  be  blotted  out,  not- 
withftanding  you  live  arid  die  as  you  now  are ;  then  it  muft  fel- 
low, Aat  you  may,  without  holinefs,  not  only  fee  the  Lord,  but 
ttflb  live  with  him  in  glory  for  ever.  But  if  this  cannot  be,  Acn 
there  is  as  great  a  neceffity  for  you  to  repent,  and  do  your  firfl 
teorks,  as  ihcre  was  for  the 'Church  of  Ephefus  to  do  it.  Bui 
^thaps  you  will  ferioufly  think  of  thefe  things,  and  carefully 
^p^igh  the  advantages,  and  difadvantagcs  attending  them;  Suffer 
tn$  then  to  endeavour  to  affift  you.  As  to  the  advantages,  they 
Hre  fo  many  and  great,  that  they  arc  not  to  be  told,  yet  we 
may  fpcak  of  a  few  of  them.  You  fhall  be  reftored  to  die  fe- 
srour  of  Gon,  and  be  bleft  with  a  fenfe  of  hb  love  towards  you 
in  Chtift  Jcfus ;  this  will  be  attended  with  that  peace  which 
]Nifleth  all  umkrfhnding.  You  fhall  again  enjoy  fweet  comma* 
Jtjon  with  God,  which  is  the  very  life  of  ReligiQn,  and  the  na- 
Pml  corifbqurace  will  be,  love  to  the  holy  Jcfos,  andunioa 
l¥tth  hkn  I  Power  over  the  world,  wicked  fpirits,  and  ypur  own 
:«vil  heart.  And  the  Holy  Spirit  will  then  guide  you  into  all 
Truth,  and  CQJTifi>rt  aiad  fuppokt  you  under  every  diilrefluig  trial. 

^    In  return  for  thefe,  and  a  thoufand  times  more,  what  do  you 
lok  in  this  vroxld  ?    Perhaps  the  favour  and  fri^ndftiip  <?f  *ofe 
V        -  •    '  irho 
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%ho  arc  living  without  God  in  the  world.  But  would  yt)u  not 
have  the  love  and  cftecm  of  thofe  whom  David  callSj  *<  the  ex- 
cellcht  ones  of  the  earth  ?  '*  Would  it  not  be  well  for  you.  to 
think  of  thofe  afrful  words,  **  He  who  denieth  me  before  men, 
him  will  I  deny  before  my  Father  and  before  his  holy  angels  ? 
Perhaps  you  could  not  gain  quite  fo  much  money,  and  therefore 
moft  give  up  the  thought  of  aggrandixing  your  family.  But  look 
around  you,  and  confider,  who  among  all  the  monied  nien  that 
you  arc  acquainted  with  are  happy  ?  Or  which  of  their  childreri> 
who  have  had  the  largeft  portion  of  money  left  them,  are  really 
the  better  for  it  ?  Surely  you  have  not  forgot,  that  you  are  only 
a  Steward  of  all  that  you  now  poffefs !  Will  not  the  great  Judge 
of  mankind  fay  in  that  day,  «  Fotafmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  unto 
one  of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  did  it  not  unto  me  ?  "  O  what  will 
that  man  be  profited  who  flaall  gain  the  whole  world  and  lofe  his 
own  foul!  But  lay  riches,  honour,  and  all  the  pleafures  of 
fenfe,  in  the  balance,  with  thofe  great  and  high  privileges  before 
mentioned,  and  they  will  be  found  lighter  than  vanity,  and  that 
bccaufe  of  the  vexation  which  will  unavoidably  attend  them, 
whether  you  will  or  no. 

You  are  no  ftranger  to  thefe  things,  for  you  have  tafted  the 
good  word  of  God,  and  felt  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come. 
The  love  of  God  was  (hed  abroad  in  your  heart.  Jesus  was 
once  your  life,  ydur  Lord,  and  your  All;  and  the  world  was 
then  under  your  feet.  O  happy  man,  when  this  was  your  expc* 
rience!  But  O  how  deeply  fallen!  How, are  you  changed! 
Your  afFeSions  were  fixed  upon  the  things  above,  your  whole 
foul  was  continually  afpiring  after  heaven ;  but  do  not  earthly  and 
fenfual  defires  now  poiTcfs  your  foul  ?  And  arc  you  not  content 
to  unite  with  the  beafts^of  the  people,  without  any  lively  hope 
of  a  better  lot  in  the  world  to  eome  ?  O  that  the  Lord  may 
awaken  you  to  a  deep  fenfc  of  the  truth  of  thefe  things,  then 
there  would  bo  ground  of  hope  (Concerning  you.  God  hath  not 
fwom  in  his  wrath)  that  you  (hall  npt  enter  into  his  reft.  But 
this  is  not  bccaufe  your  opinion  is  true,  but  bccaufe  of  that  pre- 
cious Blood  which  fpeaketh  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel ; 
an(J  the  interceffion  of  Him  who  bore  our  fins  in  his  own  body 
upon  the  tree.  He  now  beholds  you  with  infinite  cbmpaffion.  O 
that  you  would  earneftly  pray,  that  he  would  fpeak  to  your  heart. 
He  would  not  (peak  terror  to  you,  but  with  loving  kindnefs  melt 
your  frozen  bresift,  and  again  take  poflcffion  of  your  foul>  and 
fill  it  with  the  riches  of  his  mercy  and  grace  ;  and  by  fo  doings 
^enable  you  tQ  bind  yourfelf  unto  him  for  ever^ 

0  be  peifuaded,  to  ftdp  and  confider;  It  may  be  that  death  is 
very  near;  and  whenever  he  prefcnts  himfclf>.  you  will  certainly 

\qu  XX.  3ept.  1797,  'WiOi 
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wifli  that  the  time  paft  had  been  bejter  fpent.  Now  make  pfO^ 
per  ufe  of  thofe  helps  which  the  Lord  hath  put  in  your  power, 
in  order  that  you  may  be  reftored ;  and  He,  whofe  tender  mercy 
knows  no  bounds,  will  caft  a  compaiTionate  eye  upon  you,  and 
heal  your  backflidings  and  love  you  freely*  That  he  may,  is  the 
lincere  and  conftant  prayer  of  the  friend  of  your  foul, 

George  Cjlark. 


Letter  from  Mr.  D.  Bowell,  one  of  the  Miffionaries  to  the 
Southerrt  I  (lands,  to  Mr.  Banks  of  Colchefter:  dated  on 
board  the  DufF,  Capt.  Wilfon,  at  Rio  Janeiro,  on  the  Coaft 
of  Brazil,  South  America,  Nov.  16,  1796. 

Dear  Brother  in  the  Lord, 

INow  take  up  my  pen  to  gratify  the  wifli  you  cxpreffed  In  the 
kind  Letters  you  wrote  to  me  before  I  bid  adieu  to  my  native 
Land.  May  the  Lord  in  mercy,  pour  out  upon  me  the  influences 
of  his  Spirit,  and  while  I  am  mufing,  may  the  fire  bum!  I 
fuppofe  you  are  ready  to  aflc,  Has  your  voyage  been  profperous 
hitherto  ?  Or  like  the-  Prophet  to  fay,  Ijs  it  well  with  thee  ?  Is  it 
Well  with  thy  Brethren?  Is  it  well  with  thy  Captain,  and  all 
on  board  ?  Ulory  be  to  God  in  the  Higheft,  I  can  anfwer,  '*A 
is  well"  Had  I  the  tongue  of  a  feraph  I  (hould  not  be  able  to 
declare  the  goodnefs  of  our  God,  which  he  has  excrcifed  to- 
wards us  ever  finqe  we  left  England, 

My  dear  friend,  if  the  innumerable  bleflings  that  wc  have 
been  favoured  with,  fuch  as  propitious  gales,  fine  weather,  pro- 
tedlion  from  outward  enemies,  health  of  body,  &c.  &c,  are  to 
be  confidered  as  anfwers  to  prayer,  and  as  esurnefis  of  future 
bleflings  when  we  arrive  at  our  dcftined  places,  then  wc  may  go 
on  with  humble  confidence,  that  our  weak  efforts  to  make  known 
among  the  Gentiles  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift,  will  cer- 
tainly meet  with  th^  dcfired  fuccefs :  And  you,  and  all  united 
with  you  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gofpel,  may  rejoice  in  the  profpcft 
that  the  conquefts  of  Jesus  will  foon  fpread  through  fcvcral  of 
the  Iflands  in  the  South-Sea. 

That  our  paflTage  to  this  place  has  been  quick^  will  appear  by 
the  following  epitome  of  it.  Sept.  23,  our  glorious  Captain 
commanded  a  propitious  gale  to  blow,  and  we  fet  fail  from  St. 
Helen's  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  25th.  I  bid  my  laft 
farewell  to  my  native  land,  Sept.  30,  in  44  deg.  5omin. 
N.  Lat.  we  left  the  convoy.  It  was  with  the  greateftpleafure 
that  wc  fprcad  all  the  canvafs  we  could  to  a  delightful  gale  that 
wafted  us  nearly  200  miles  in  24  hours. 

0(3W>er 
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Oftobcr  5,  when  that  glorious  luminary  the  fun  had  Enlight- 
ened our  hemifphere,  our  eyes  (for  the  firft  time  fince  we  left  the 
Land's-end  of  England)  wert  regaled  with  the  fight  of  land 
wi)ich  proved  to  Be  the  Ifland  of  Madeira,  which  we  pafTed  ahout 
the  middle  of  the  day.  Oftober  15,  we  made  the  Cape  do 
Verd  Iflands.  We  anchored  in  Port  Praga  Harbour  on  the  i6th, 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  Here  we  took  in  water,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Miffionaries  went  zfhojrc.  Next  evenings  we  fet  fail  with  a 
iine  Wind,  October  18.  Our  fears  were  rather  alarmed  by 
difcovering  that  we  were  purfued  by  a  veffel  of  fuperior  force  to 
our  own.  Juft.  after  dark  fhe  came  up  with  us  and  fpoke  to  us* 
She  proved  however  to  be  one  of  thofe  (hips  employed  in  that 
abominable  traffic  the  Slave-trade:  [the  Jack  Park,  of  Liver- 
pool, bound  for  Africa.]  She. mounted  20  guns,  had  alj  her 
decks  cleared  for  a<£tion,  and  lights  in  her  ports,  at  the  time  fhe 
haled  us.  Realize  to  yourfclf,  my  dear  Brother,  whatmyfenfations 
were  at  this  juncture,  not  knowing  but  (he  was  an  enemy.  Oh, 
what  did  I  feel  at  the  idea  of  being  taken  prifoner  and  carried' 
where,  perhaps,  I  fhould  not  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  any 
thing  to  teftify  my  gratitude  to  Him  who  loved  me  and  gave  him- 
fclf  for  me !  But  on  the  other  hand,  I  felt  fweet  compofure  of 
mind  at  the  thought  that  I  had  given  myfelf  up  into  my  Redeem- 
er's hands.  I  had  devoted  myfelf  to  his  fervice,  and  therefore 
he  had  a  right  to  do  with  me  as  feemed  him  good.  But  our  Di- 
vine Mafter  appeared  for  our  deliverance,  and  gave  us  to  know 
that  we  were  not  forgotten  by  him. 

Odober  29,  wcfcroffe^  the  EquinoAial  Line  in  29  deg.  40 
min.  W.  Long,  with  a  fine  wind,  which  was  a  mercy  we  did 
not  exped,  and  which  is  very  feldom  experienced  by  any  when 
they  pafe  the  Equator.  Nov.  11.  We  made  Rio,  and  for  the 
firft  time  beheld  thp  great  Continent  of  South  America.  12.  Wd 
anchored  in  the  Harbour  of  Rio  Janeiro.  The  inhabitants  of  this 
place,  who  re  Portu  guefe,  are  very  fufpiciou§ :  A  boat  ^with 
foldiers  lies  alpng-fide  of  us  to  watch  us,  and  we  cannot  go  a- 
fliorc  without  one  of  them  at  our  heels.  We  are  forced  to  aft 
with  caution  refpe6ling  the  worihip  of  God  :  but  one  of  the 
Portuguefe  officers  came  down  between  decks  laft  fabbath,  to  ob- 
ferve  our  manner,  and  appeared  highly  gratified  with  his  vifit. 
Heihook  hands  very  cordially  with- Brother  Lewis,  who  preach- 
ed :  In  the  evening  he  attended  again.  A  week,  we  hope,  will 
terminate  our  ftay  at  this  place^  We  have  had  but  few  calms  to 
impede  our  progrefs,  and  not  one  gale  of  wind  or  ftorm  to  drive 
M»  out  of  our  courfe.  The  time,  from  our  departure  from  Eo^ 
land  to  our  arrival  at  this  place,  is  juft  feven  weeks  and  one 
day.  Our  divine  Benefador  has  fupplied  all  our  temporal  wants. 

3  R  :%  abundantly, 
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abundantly,  and  has  blefled  our  food,  ib  that  tt  has  not  been  pre? 
judicial  to  our  health.  Inftan^ cs  of  fickncft  have  been  much 
fewer  than  could  have  been  expefled  among  fo  many  people  oi^ 
board  fuch  a  veffel :  Only  oncf  perfon  on  board  at  thi$  time 
feems  indifpofed,  and  (he  is  not  confined  to  her  bed. 

Oh  my  dear  friend,  I  fc«l  myfelf  utterly  incapable  tp  declare 
what  God  has  wrought  for  us  in  a  way  of  mercy  and  lov?,  fine? 
we  embarked  in  this  arduous  enterprizf !  In  thpf^p  latitude^ 
where  we  expefted  to  be  ready  to  faint  with  heat  under  the  jporch- 
ings  raj's  of  a  vertical  fun,  our  glorious  Leader  has  appeared  for 
us,  and  refrefhing  breezes  have  cooled  the  air^  pr  the  rays  of  the 
Sun  have  been  intercepted  by  intervening  clouds.  Wheir^  we 
have  met  to  worlhip  our  God  on  the  Sabbath,  we  haye  beea  ena- 
bled to  do  it  without  diftraftion ;  and  upon  folemnjxing  the  ^^rd's 
Supper,  we  have  had  no  occafion  to  touch  either  a  fau  or  a  rope. 
But  I  muft  defift  from  what  I  am  not  able  to  accompliib,  I  mean, 
to  declare  what  God  has  done  for  us  When  I  look  forward  to| 
the  arduous  work  before  me,  I  feel  my  weaknefs  and  infqfSciency. 
There  is  a  difBcult  language  to  attain ;  an  acquaintance  with 
their  manners  and  cuftoms  to  be  acquired,  without  learning  thei^: 
finsiTo  labour  after  puHty  of  heart,  while  a  flood  of  temptations 
without  and  corruptions  within  encompafs  me  round  aboqt.  Iq 
Ihort,  there  ^re  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  which  I  cannot  conceive.  But  there  is  nothing  too  hard 
for  the  God  of  Miffionaries  to  accompHfh.  May  I  have  but  a 
comfortable  aflurance  that  I  ani  interefted  in  his  love,  and  I  truft 
1  fhall  welcome  every  danger  and  difficulty  I  n^ay  n^eet  with. 

Dear  Br9ther,  the  affeSion  you  cxprefs  in  your  kind  letters, 
gives  me  every  reafon  to  conclude  that  you,  and  the  reft  of  your 
fellow  difciples  with  whom  you  are  connefted,  will  not  fotget  to; 
lemember  me  at  the  throne  of  grace.  Praying  breadb  was  never 
fpent  in  vain ;  therefore  continue  to  pray  for  me  without  cealing ; 
and  when  you  are  at  the  throne  of  grace  do  not  fprget  to  mingle 
praife  with  your  petitions.  All  that  I  can  do  for  you  by  way  of 
requital,  will  be  to  remember  you  in  my  unworthy  addreffes  to 
the  Throne  of  Grace.  Belieye  me,  I  will  neyer  forget  yoi^ 
when  I  am  there.  Could  you  fee  into  my  heart,  you  would  know, 
much  better  than  I  can  exprefs,  the  love  I  bear  to  you,  your 
dear  paAors,  and  all  the  church.  Tell  them,  I  have  found 
fweet  moments,  rich  in  bleffings,  when  I  have  been  crying  to 
God  for  them,  when  the  place  of  my  retirement  was  the  fore- 
top  or  the  main-top*  Farewell,  my  dear  Brother;  May  you 
^|^  yours  be  bleifed  with  all  the  bleilangs  of  the  New  Covenant  j 
Give  my  Chriftian  love  to  all  friends.  May  grace,  mercy,  and 
feace,  be  multiplied*    Once  more  I  bid  you  iarewell,  till  wc; 

meet 
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meet  vhere  we  (hall  no  more  have  occafion  to  make  ufc  of  the 
pxprcffion : — Till  thctij  that  you  may  enjoy  every  blcffing  that 
^is  popTible  to  form  a  wUh  f6r,  is  the  prayer  of, 

Pear  Sir,  your  affeftionate  Brother  in  the  Lord, 

p.  BOWELL. 

Fr<Mn  Mrs.  P.  to  Mrs.  R. 
My  dear  Sifter,  June  28,  1797. 

I^ill  now  endeavour  to  perform  my  word,  and  give  you  my 
thoughts  upon  the  danger  of  religious  perfons  conforming  to 
the  world :  The  Apoftle  iays,  <*  Be  not  conformed  to  thh  worlfij 
hut  be  ye  traniformed^  by  the  renewing  of  your  tnmdj  that  ye  may 
/rw<  what  is  that  good,  (ind  acceptable y  and  perfe^  will  of  God,** 
This  Scripture  ifeems  not  only  to  forbid  our  following  the 
maxims,  cuftoms,  ai^d  faihions  of  the  world,  but  includes  all  the 
evil  that  is  in  it.  Our  wholp  conduct  therefore  (hould  manifeft  a 
difapprobatiouj,  of  whatever  partakes  of  the  fpirit  and  temper  of 
|he  world.  You  know,  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  quench  the 
flivinp  ^^itity  or  turn  the  mind  from  following  on  to  krfow  the. 
J^ORD,  ought  to  be  given  up.  If  we  have  followed  the  gaities 
pf  the  world,  furclyjj  when  we  turn  to  God,  we  (hall  be  pene- 
trated with  forrpw  on  account  of  the  part  we  have  afted,  and 
^i^  will  induce  us  to  forfake  all  that  we  before  delighted  in, 
fuch  as  company,  drefs,  and  amufements  of  all  kinds.  We  fhall 
1^0  longer  have  any  pleafure  in  adorning  our  perfons,  becaufe  it 
profnpted  pur  natural  pride  and  vanity.  When  this  conviflion 
fs  yielded  to,  the  true  light  will  (hine  upon  us  n^pre  clearly, 
and  TV^e  ih^ll  rejoice  to  facrifice  whatever  has  a  tendency  to  leffen 
A^  humble,  broken,  contrite  fpirit,  which  leads  to  Jesus,  who 
pnly  can  rcyeal  the  pardoning  love  of  God  to  our  fouls. 

\  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  work  of  Grace  is  now  Icfs 
^eep  in  the  hearts  of  many  perfons,  than  it  was  fome  years  ago ; 
anci  pnc  rcafon  is,  that  many  things  are  retained,  which  the 
LonJ  requires  to  be  given  up.  Conformity  to  the  world  is  one 
of  thpfc  things.  I  know  fome  who  are  fincere,  plead  for  the 
ifuvocency  of  it,  and  fay,  <*  that  it  is  the  heart  which  God  looks 
*f  at ;  that  to  lay  too  great  a  ftrefs  upon  Outward  fe]f-denial, 
f *  is  legal,  and  beginning  at  the  wrong  end ;  that  we-  Ihould 
ff  not  Ife  firigular  ;*'  adding  many  other  arguments  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  I  will  allow,  that  if  we  go  to  an  extreme  in  plainnefs,  it 
|herits  nothing  from  God,  in  point  of  our  juftification  :  Never- 
thclefs,  we  ought  to  lay  afide  all  fuperfluity  of  drefs  \  for  this  is 
^  part  of  thpfe  fruits  which  wc  are  commanded  to  bring  forth, 
gs.meet  for  Kepentance* 

When 
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When  the  Lord  began  a  work  of  grace  fn  my  foul,  T  w.i7 
wholly  in  the  world,  and  given  up  its  follies  ;  the  i^nfulnvt^  '< 
outward  conformity  to  it,  was  fo  cJear  to  me,  that  before  1  f  m; 
any  deep  conviftions  of  my  fallen  ftate,  and  the  want  ot  a  Sa- 
viour, I  put  a  way  all  that  adorning,  on  which  I  had  fpent  fo 
much  time,  and  had  fo  greatly  delighted  in.  What  was  re- 
markable, I  had  far  more  pleafure  in  doing  this,  than  iS 
wearing  the  things.  I  parted  with.  At  that  time  I  was  not 
among  the  Methodifts,  but  entirely  followed  the  teachings  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  v  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  what  I  then  did 
(tho'  many  years  ago)  was  under  his  guidance,  which  had  I  re- 
nted, my  heart  would  not  have  been  prepared  for  the  further 
work  of  grace  1  have  fince  experienced. 

The  nature  of  divine  grace  is  to  bring  the  foul  into  deep 
poverty  of  fpirit,  and  a  holy  mourning  for  fin  which  includes 
the  forfaking  of  it.  Maoy  perfons  are  more  fenfible  of  feme 
fins  than  of  others.  One  of  this  defcription  may  fay,  "  I  was 
**  never  (hewn  the  evil  of  indulging  myfelf  in  drefs  ;  and  con-* 
•*  fequently  was  I  to  part  with  it,  before  convi<Sion  takes  place 
**  in  my  confcience,  I  ftiould  moft  likely  refume  it  again,  as 
♦*  others  have  done."  But  it  may  be  anfwered.  Will  any 
return  to  the  vanities  of  the  world,  unlefs  they  have  in  feme 
degree  backfliden  from  God  ?  That  fome  are  more  convinced 
of  this  evil  than  others,  is  true  -,  and  I  believe  many  moro 
would  difcover  its  bad  efFedls,  w<re  they  npt  to  look  at  profeffors, 
and  foUov^  their  example,  rather  than  liftcn  to  the  teaching  of 
the  Spirit  ofGoD. 

Many  who  were  once  truly  awakened,  are  now  deprived  of  ^ 
confiderable  portion  of  their  fpiritual  ftrength,  by  giving  place 
to  this  vanity  :  whereas,  if  they  had  retained  the  Grace  of  God, 
they  would  have  been  enabled  to  part  with  every  idol,  and  to 
embrace  J efus  Chrift  as  a  complete  Saviour  from  all  fin.  But 
by  refifiing  the  divine  light,  they  have  wounded  and  dif- 
abled  their  own  confcience,  which  now  refufes  to  perform  its 
proper  office  faithfully.  If  you  a(k  them,  "  Do  you  withhold 
any  thing  from  God  that  prevents  your  entering  into  liberty  ? " 
They  will  probably  anfwer,  that  they  are  willing  to  give  us  all : 
but  in  this  they  deceive  the mfelves,  becaufc  they  do  not  fjp 
fin  in  its  true  colours. 

The  gratification  of  any  one  evil  defirc,  fmall  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, leads  to  the  indulging  of  others ;  hence  that  poverty  of 
fpirit  which  precedes  pardon,  is  fo  weakened  in  many  feekers, 
that  jfvhen  Chrift  is  oflFered  to  them,  their  hearts  are  not  pre- 
pared to  receive  Him.  This  is  one  reafon  why  we  ntieet  with  fo 
many  half-awakened  profeffors.    And  when  believers  are  un-» 

faithful 


LETTERS.  47t. 

feithful  to  the  Grace  of  God,  they  cannot  hold  faft  their  cpn  • 
fidcncc,  nor  uniformly  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs.- 
Whatever  obftruds  the  growth  of  humility,  unfits  the  foul  either 
to  retain  the  grace  already  received,  or  to  gain  any  incrcafc :  It 
Ihould  however  always  be  remembered  by  us,  that  we  can  bring 
no  humility,  or  felf-denial,  before  God,  as  an  atonement  for 
the  leaft  fin,  or  to  purchafe  the  fmalleft  degree  of  the  divine 
favour.  Neverthelefs  his  grace  cannot  take  root  in  an  unbroken 
fpirit ;  whatever  therefore  tends  to  pride  and  vanity,  muft  be 
renounced  and  mortified,  if  we  intend  to  have  our  hearts 
cftablifhcd  in  Grace. 

The  Scripture  declares,  "  all  things  muji  becotne  new^  But 
how  furprifing  it  is  to  fee  perfons,  who  are  endeavouring  to  feek 
the  pardon  of  their  fins,  and  others  who  profefs  to  enjoy  that 
blefling,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  they  are  devoted  to  the 
falhions,  and  cufioms  of  tj^  world.  Certainly  where  the  lovd 
of  Chrift  dwells  in  the  heart,  or  even  a  fincerc  defire  to  love 
him,  it  will  diflblve  our  attachment  to  all  thcfe  foolifh  things. 
When  Chrift  becomes  our  wifdom,  the  world,  and  all  it  con- 
tains, will  be  placed  in  the  proper  point  of  view.  Our  Lord 
'  calls  us  to  be  lights  in  a  benighted  land ;  but  this  cannot  be,  fo 
long  as  we  are  afraid  left  the  Angularity  of  our  appearance  (hould 
give  offence.  It  is  certainly  required  of  us  at  all  times,  to 
fliew  our  difapprobation  of  finful  cuftoms  and  maxims.  As 
thofe  who  arc  of  the  world,  fquander  away  the  bleffings  of  Pro- 
vidence, we  are  exhorted  to  make  friends  of  the  mammon  of 
unrighteoufiiefs :  If  they  areaftiamed  of  Chrift,  we  are  required 
fo  much  the  more  to  confefs  him,  and  to  follow  his  example, 
in  every  thing  that  is  of  an  humbling  nature. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  many  chriAian  parents  who 
thcmfelves  have  laid  afide  all  fupcrfluky  of  drefs,  yet  they 
allow  theii  children  to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  it ;  there  is  little 
if  any  diflTcrencc,  to  be  perceived  between  them,  and  thofe  who 
have  no  religious  parents  to  direft  them.  Such  conduft  cannot 
be  that  "  of  training  up  a  child  in  the  way  it  jhould  go^  Many 
fatal  confequences  often  follow  this  mode  of  bringing  up  chil- 
dren. To  mention  only  one :  allowing  them  to  fet  off  their 
perfons,  is  frequently  a  means  of  attrafling  outward  profeffors, 
to  whom  they  become  united,  and  their  minds  by  'that  inter- 
courfc  are  fo  vitiated  and  infnared,  as  to  prevent  the  Grace  of 
God  from  having  any  faving  effeft  upon  them.  Their  parents 
cxcufe  themfclves  by  faying,  that  until  their  children  have  a 
work  of  grace  upon  their  fouls,  it  will  avail  little  to  oblige 
them  to  obedience,  becaufe  it  would  only  give  them  a  difguft  toi 
religion,  and  drive  them  farther  from  it.  By  the  fame  rule 
'  they 
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they  may  affirm,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  inftru^a  their  children  m 
the  way  of  falvation,  and  prefs  them  to  feek  and  find  it,  until 
the  Lord  compels  them  by  irrefiftable  influencesto  become  real 
chriftians.  This  way  of  reafoning  is  exceedingly  dangerous, 
and  leads  many  to  utter,  deftru<Slion«  A  great  number  of  in- 
fiahcei^  might  be  produced  which  demonftrate  the  advantage  that 
young  people  obtain  by  an  early  acquaintance  with  the  truths  of 
the  gofpelr  Two  relations  of  mine  were  of  that  number.  Their 
undcrftanding  was  for  enlightened,  that  they  were  fenfible  of  their 
fallen  ftatc  by  nature,  and  that  they  could  only  be  reftored  by  the 
meritii  6f  a  Saviour,  but  they  went  no  farther,  for  a  feafon; 
till  in  the  tinfie  of  iicknefs  they  found  the  want  of  the  power 
of  divine  grace ;  and  from  that  time  they  never  ceafed  crying  td 
the  Lord  for  mercy,   till  he  revealed  to  them  his  pardoning  love* 

How  lovely  it  is  to  fee  perfons  in  affluent  circumftances  living 
in  the  fpirit  of  humility,  and  preferring  the  approbation  of  God, 
rather  than  follow  any  outward  (hew  in  the  world,  regarding 
themfelves  as  ftewards,  not  proprietors  of  their  Lord's  money? 
As  it  is  faid  of  Jesus,  that  he  affumed  no  outward  form  or  com- 
lincfs  ;  fo  they  aim  at  none  :  Nevcrthclefs,  their  light  will  fliine 
to  all  around  them,  and  will  break  out  on  the  right  hand  and  ort 
the  left !  But  when  profeflTors,  whom  Providence  has  raifed  to  a 
ftate  of  wealth,  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  enfnared  by  the  devil, 
through  the  deceitfulncfs  of  riches,  and  launch  out  into  a 
variety  of  way«  which  tend  to  increafe  pride  and  leffen  the  life  of 
God  in  their  foulsj  the  caufe  of  God  greatly  fufFers  on  their  ac- 
count ;  and  their  conduct  never  fails  to  raifeabad  report  upon  the 
good  hind* 

If  bounds  are  not  fet  to  our  defires  of  appearing  like  the  world, 
we  cannot  tell  how  far  we  may  be  tempted  to  partake  of  its  fpi- 
rit, efpecially  if  we  have  wherewith  to  gratify  thofe  wiflies  which 
lead  that  way.  I  remember  a  pious  friend,  who  had  been  much 
devoted  to  God,  and  had  feen  it  right  to  put  off  all  that  was  fa- 
perfluous  in  her  apparel,  taking  it  up  again :  Upon  expoftulating 
with  her  on  the  occafion,  (he  frankly  owned,  that  by  degrees  flic 
was  led  to  refume  one  thing  after  another,  that  (he  had  before  laid 
afide  \  a  little  trimming,  ihe  thought,  required  an  addition  of  fomc- 
thing  elfc  to  make  her  appear  fuitable :  that  being  done,  another 
thing  feemed  neceffary  to  fuit  the  others ;  and  fo  on.  She 
acknowledged,  that  if  I  had  not  fpoken  to  her,  fhe  did  not  know 
where  (he  might  have  flopped.  The  Lord  ble(red  the  word  of 
reproof :  (he  returned  tb  her  former  fimplicity :  he  healed  her 
backflidings  ;  and  I  truft  ak  prefent  that  (he  is  fteady  in  the 
good  way. 

After  all  I  have  faid  upon  the  fubjeft,  it  will  avail  us  little 
if  we  do  not  contmue  looking  unto  Jesus.     From  him  we  muft 

deSi« 
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dcfirc  ftrcngth  ta  deny  ourfelvcs,  and  take  up  our  crofs,  and  fol- 
low our  Matter^  While  wc  live  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  every 
evil  which  we  facrifiGe,  will  add  to  the  ^rength  ajpid  increafe  of 
faith.  Faith  cannot  be  kept  alive  without  parting  fipom  all  that 
would  draw  our  attention  from  the  things  of.  Grace,  and  Glory  ; 
and  then  wc  (hall  be  enabled  to  fay, 

For  wl)at  to  thee,  O  Lord,  we  giy^^ 

A  hundred-fold  we  here  obtain  ; 
And  foon  with  thee  ihall  all  receive ;      ,  . 

And  lofs  ihall  be  eternal  gain.  ;     ^ 

May  you  and  I,  l^  determined  to  walk  in  the  moft  excellent 
way.  If  others  bend  the  Scriptures  to  their  own  carnal  defires, 
let  us  not  do  the  fame :  But  may  wc  continually  cry^  "  Lord, 
what  wouldft  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  ever  diftrufthig  thofe  incli- 
nations which  »*lead  to  the  indulgence  of  what  is  contrary  to  an 
entire  devottdnefs  to  God,  and  wijl  not  allow  us,  daily  ^nd  hourly 
to  fay, 

Take  my  body,  fpirit,  foul,  v/ 


Only  thou  poffefs  the  whole 


-V 


Example  has  great  influence,  upon  others. .  ShOutdTwe  forget 
the  wife  obfervation  of  the  Ton  of  Siracb,  "  He  that  contemneth 
fmall  things,  ihall  fall  by  little  and  little,".and  jndukp  ourfelves 
in  trifling  vanities,  and  thereby  induce  ithets'^firft  ^p  mitate  us, 
and  then  proceed  to  greater  lengths,  till  they  are  tui*rred  afidc  froYn 
the  good  way,  what  painful  remorfc,  and  angiiiih'  bf^irit,  will 
be  our  portion  ?  The  religion  of  Jefus,  fo  far  as  it  prevails,  is 
perfed  freedom ;  what^jcr  is  given  up  on  its  ascend,  leads,  to 
greater  liberty,  as  thofe  experience  who  have'  m'ade  the--  trial : 
But  a  divide4  heart  enjoys  ncidler  the  world,  nor.QW ;  and  can 
have  no  idea  of  the  fweet  intercourfe  and  holy  communion  which 
thofe  experience  which  follow  the  Lord  fully.  .        •  ^ 

I  am  yours  very  affeiUoni^tely,    .  «^*     F.  P. 


POETRY.  : 

Reason  infufficient  without  F  A  I  X  H. 


s 


AY,  when  temptation's  clouds  arife, 
And  intercept  the  folar  ray. 


Can  Reafon's  partial  light  fuflice. 

To  point  the  way  ?     • 
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Or  Ih^iiM  the  gatherfng  ftorm  aflail^ 

Might  not  her  powers  the  trbl  ftand  ? 
Or  would  they  ift  the  comhat  fell? 
Their  bafisfehd! 

When  various  Winding  paths  appear^ 

And  agitate  the  wav'ring  foul ; 
Can  (be  direft  which  courfc  to  Ifeer,         * 
To  gain  the  goal.         ' 

'  ./         '  .  '      . '. 

Jf  rob'd  in  light  Apollyon  tries, 

Tocaufe  the  mind  diftrefs  or  woe  ; 
Say,  cinfhc,  thro'lhethiti  dl%ulfe,' 

•     Difcern  the  foe  ?  .      .  i    . 

His  afUt^^n  Rcafon's  powers  4u|)vcr^, 
,  With  fpc^ious  varnilh  m;^  the  ituttii 
Then  flightj'  inuft  fayc  the  tremblii?g  heait^ 
With  fervent  prayer^ 

Within  the  fcul,  reriew'd  by 'Gralcc,  ^ 
As  fccondaty  light  Ihe  fhincs  ; 
.''Tliofe^lorkia&  truths  ihc^cannot  trace, 

f:.      .  .To  Paitli;Tefigris, 

.    \j    :  .yc.t  when  fro^  earth  her  powers  afpirei^ 
',         Hot  feetle  is  the  aid  flie  lends ; 
,      A/paA  of  HEcayen's  ctberiarfirc. 
•'    /  ; ;  ..        /    .  /'VV'Kich  upWrd  tends, 
^  Too  >ivcdt.  in  fierce  tnivptat ion V  hour,, 
'II     To'Faitii  ihe  yields  her; fornner< claim, 
.  Who  iiids  the  heart  with '  wreflttng  pinvdr^ 
.   .   T  •  .1  :    .  .  y  ,     '  Behold  tbe'I;A]irB  I 

We  fee !  NVe  liatr !  'flie'*  incaf nate  Gov^' ' 

And  trufflng  hfs  flifficient  grade*,      * 
Prefix  on  to  gain  the  bleft  abode,| 
An3  V lew  Kis  face. 

Strong  in  o^if  Jrtu'slpowferfiitNSme, 

W^ll  ftrive  to*  obtain  the  bright  reward  ; 
Thi' Satan  r^,  cJut  WHh-|>I*c^c  (^l^j^'  ^  , 

Qrace  is  our  guard. 

Then,  wherefore;  fear,  jfc  QJ^fiftjan  band  ? 

Our  hojjifi  his  foUqfrer^.i^ilLdefcndi 
We  tnqfp  4^n  Conquproxs  il^iU  Aand,^ 
FprQQC'ftour  FrienqI 

May  33,  1797.  X.  "R.  C 
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The    glory    oj^    GOO. 

BU  T  oh,  advent'rous  Mufe,..^ettrain  thy  flight. 
Dare  not  the  blaze  of  uncreated  Lkht! 
Before  whofe^lorious  throne  with  dread  lurprize 
The*  adoring :feraph  veils  his  dazzled  eyes! 
Whofejpttre  effulgence,  radiant  to.exccf$. 
No  colours  can  defcribc,  or  words  exprefs !  , 
All  the  hit  beauties,  all  the  lucid  ftores, . 
Which  o'er  thy  woiks  thy  hand  refpkndent  pours^ . 
Feeble,  thy  brighter  glories  to  display, 
Pale  as  the  moon  before  the  IbUr  jray !  ^  ^ 

See  on  his  throne  the  gaudy  Peifian  plac'd^ 
In  all  die  pomp  of  Ae  luxuriant  eaft ! 
While  mingling  gems  a  borrowed  day  unfold, . 
And  the.  rich  purple  waves"  embofs'd  with  gold  ; 
Yet  mark  this  fcene  of  painted  grandeur  yield 
To  the  &ir  Illy  that  adoma  tte  field ! 
Obfcur?<l,  behold  tteit'£niiter  lily  lies 
f  y  the  rich  bird's  inimitabk  dyds ; 
Yet^^  furvey  confounded  and  outdooe 
Bjr  the  fuperior  luftre  of  the  fun; 
That  fun  hin»felf  witbdiaws  his  leffen'd  beam 
From  Thee,  the/gloripus  AuxHfOR  of  his  frame!  . 

Tranfcendbfit  Power  I  fok  arUter  of  fate  1 
How  great:  i!hy  Glory !  and  thy  bliCr  how  groat  i . . 
To  view  from  thy  exalted  thionc  above, 
(Eternal  £>iuce'af  light,  aiidSSs^  and- love!)  . 
XJnnumber'd  cveatures  dvaw  theiiriihiling  }Aw^ 
To  blefs  theheavens,  0p  beautify  the  earth ; 
While  fyftems  roil,  obedient  to  thy  view. 
And  worlds  rejoice— iwhldi'NeWtdn.  never  kaew. 

Then  raifcthe-fong,  the  general  anthem  raife^ 
And  fweU  the  concert  of  fetemal'piaife ! 
Aflift,  ye  orbs,  that  form  this  boundlefs  whole» 
Which  in  the  womb  6f  fpace  unntimber'd  rollj 
Ye.planets.who  conpofeoiir  UiTer  fcheme. 
And  bend^  concertive,  round  the  folar  frame'; 
Thou  eye  of  nature !  whofe  extenfive  ray 
With  endle&  chatnus  adprns^  the  fece*  of  day ; 
Confenting  raife  the'  harmonious  joyful  foundi 
And  bear  his  praifes  thro'  the  vaft  profound: 
Hispraife,  ye^wirtds  that  fsin  the  cpeerful  aiff 
|Swift  as  thciys  jofs  along^your  pinipns  b<3ar ! 
His  praife  let  ocean  thro'  her  ntalmt  difplay^ 
far  as  her  circling  biU0W9^  faif  convey  | 

His 
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His  pnife  jt  miftjr  vapours  wide  dlfRife, 

In  rains  defcending,  or  in  milder  dews  j 

His  praifes  whifocr,  yc  majcftic  trees, 

As  your  tops  ruftle  to  the  gentle  breexe ! 

His  priife  around,  yc  flowery  trifefcs,  exhale,  • 

Far  as  your  fwects  embalm  the  fpicy  gale ! 

His  praifc,  ye  dimpled  Areams,  to  earth  reveal. 

As  pleased  yt  murmur  thro*  the  flowery  vale !  . 

His  praifCi  yc  fcather'd  choirs  diftinguifti'd  fing. 

As  16  your  notes  the  vocal  -forefts  ring ! 

His  praife  proclaim,  ye  mbnftcrs  of  the  deep,* 

Who  in  the  vaft  abyfs  your  revek  keej^l  " 

Or  yc  fair  mtives  of  our  earthly,  fcene, :  j     .   '    -   ; 

Who  range  the  wilds,  or  haimtthe.pafiure  green! 

Nor  thou,  vaip  lord  df  earth,  with  carelcfs  ear 

The  univerfal  hymn  of  1ror(hip  hear  ! 

But  ardent  in  the  facred  chorus*  join,'  * : 

Thy  foul  tranfported  with  the  taik  divine ! 

While  by  his  wosks  the'  Almighty,  is  cdnfels'd. 

Supremely  glorious,  and  foprcincly  blefs*d  1 

Great  Lord  of  Life!  from  whom  this*  hunMeframe 
Derives  the  power  to  fing  thy  holy  name, 
Forgive  tlic  lowlyMufc,  whofc  artlcfs  lay 
Has  dar'd  thy  facitd  Attributes  futvcy  ?     ' 
Delighted  oft  thip'  nidnx^s  bedutcous  field- 
Has  ihk  ador'd  thy  Wifddai  bright  reveai'd ; 
Oft  have  her  wiihe&aiin'd  .tfic  fccret  fong,    . 
But  awful  itverenoe  ftill  widihcid  her  "tongue. 
Yet  as  ihy  bounty  lent  the  mas'ning  bcAm, 
As  feels  my  confcious  bi eaft  thy  yiul.flame» 
So,  bleft  Creator,  let  thy  fervant  pay 
His  nute  of  gratitude  this  feeble 'way ;        > 
Thy  (^oodncfs  own,*  thy  Providence  ^re> 
And  yield  thee  only-f-Avliat  ^s^  tbiqe  befoKC^ 


A<as  Tcvi.  31.  Believe,  on  the 'Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thotf 
*  ftialt  be  faved* 

AUTHOR  of;  mir  fure  ialvatioo,  . 

Author  'of  our  faith  thOu  ait : 
Call  me  out  of  condemnation 

Sprinkle  wltK  thy  blood  my  heart ;. 
Give  the  faith  that  moves  the  mounvin, 
Pairdoo'd^-i-fav'd — by  fiiith  alone,     *  * 
Lead  me  tluo'  thht  (^en  Fountain 
To  thine  cvcrlaftipg  Throne^ 
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[  Concluded  fftm  fUge^  422.  ] 

T  may  feem  fomcwhat  ftrangc,  that  during  the  time  of  my 
diftrefs,  I  ihould  have  convi(ftions  of  being  called  to 
miniftcr  in  holy  thiftg^  ;  yet  fb  it  was.  After  I  had  tafted  that 
the  Lord  is  gracious,  thefe  cohviflions  increafed.  When  I 
heard  and  read  of  the  abundant  labours  and  *  fuccefis  of  thpfe 
bleffed  men  of  God,  Meffrs.  Wefley  and  Whitefield,  no  em- 
ployment in  the  world  fcemfedtc  m^  fo  important,  as  that  of 
preaching  the  Gofpci;  But  I  faw  and  felt  my  own  utter  infuf- 
ficiency  for  fuch  an  ^undertaking ;  yet  at  the  fame  timfc  I  be- 
lieved, if  the  Lord  in  his  providence  defigned  me  for  it,  he 
would  prepare  and  qualify  mc  for.  the  work*  .  I  had  indeed  no 
conception  how  fuch  a  thing  could  be  brought  to  pafs-  but  I  re- 
ferred ikll  to.  God  in  prayer,  bcfeeching  him  to  ftrengthen  and 
illuminate  my.  mind/  and'indue  me  with  grace  always  to  follow 
him  and  do  his  plcafuce  \  on  this  ground^  I  faid.  Here  I  am  ; ' 
fend  me.  ?         •  • 

I  met  with  very  little  perfccution  when  turning  to  the  Lord, 
to  what  many  have- been  expofcd ;  fomc  indeed  thought  me  An- 
gular;  but  none  ofiered  any  perfonal  abufe,  or  prevented  me 
from  attending  the  means  of  grace.  It  iS  true,  I  loft  my  com- 
panions, but  found  others  more  deiflrable.  By  leaving  the 
broken  cifterns  of  foolilh  pleafure,  I  found  the  never-failing 
living  Water  from  above  ;  and  inftead  of  continuing  with  **  run- 
agates in  a  ftate  of  fcarcenefs,*'  the  Lord  became  my  Shepherd  ; 
he  led  me  into  the  pafturcs  of  his  grace,  —  anointed  me  with  the 
oil  of  ffladnefs,  —  and  made  my  cup  to  overflow.  I  felt  the 
truth  of  tliofe  words  in  one  of  our  hymns, 

<<  Earth  then  a  fcale  to  Heavcai  (hall  be, 

Senfe  (hall  point  out  the  road,  ^s- 

The  creatures  all  fliall  lead  to  thee. 
And  all  we  tafte  be  God." 

I  received  every  thing  as  from  him,  and  paying  a  ftri<ft  regard  ^o 
the  rules  of  temperance,  found  an  exquifite  fatisfaiSlio;i  in  every 
enjoyment. 
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iVfy  kinj  friends  among  whom  I  had  o];)tained  the  knowledge 
of  falvarion  by  the  rcmiflion  of  fins,  perceiving  the  change 
which  1  Iiad  experienced,  requefted  me  to  caft  in  my  lot  among 
fhem,  I  had  a  great  inclination  fo  to  do  ;  but  was  alked  again 
and  again,  before  my  refolutions  were  fufficiently  ftrong  to  fulfil 
my  intention.  At  length  every  objection  was  filenced.  My  af- 
fection for  them,  and  carneft  defirc  to  fee  the  fpread  of  vital 
rdigion,  overcame  all.  I  went  to  one  of  the  Leaders  and  begged 
him' to  fet  Ttky  name  down,  for  I  was  determiixed  to  embark  in 
the  fame  (hip  and  fail  along  with  them.  He  ftnJled  at  the  man- 
nci'  in  which  I  cxpreffed  myfelf,  and  knowing  what  God  had 
done  for  mc,  immediately  wrote  ^ly  name.  And  blelfed  be 
(jOd,  I  never  repented  of  giving  them  my  hand  and  heart; 
and  to  this  day,  wit}\  the  utmoft  fatisfadion,  the  language  of 
my  hedrt  is,  <*  This  people  Ihall  be  my  people;  and  their  GOD, 
my  God." 

Sometimes  I  had  difputes  with  profeflbrs  of  different  fenti- 
rnents  j  but  none  feemni  to  came  fo  near  the  truth  as  the  Metho- 
dirts.  The  firft  I  remember  to  have  met  }was  a  Prcdefiinarian  ; 
but  all  his  arguments  could  not  induce  me  to  adopt  his  fcheme : 
It  appeared  fo  abfurd,  unnatural,  and  ufelefs ;  for  if  I  was  not 
cleded,  my  cipbracing  thcfd  dodrincs  could  never  be  a  means  of 
my  election;  and /if  I  was  ele<fted,  my  receiving  of  a  contrary 
docfrine  could  not  bring  about  my  reprobation.  The  difference 
between  the  Calvinifts,  and  th©fe  who  embrace  the  dodbrineof 
imiverfal  reftoration,  appears  to  be  this,  the  firft  believe  that 
God  ek^s  on  this  fide  the  grave  a  certain  number,  and  repro- 
bates innumerable  mryiads  :  and  the  latter^  that  whom  God  does 
not  elccl  her^,  he  eleds  hereafter. 

From  the  time  I  became  a  member  of  the  Society,  my  mind 
was  more  than  ever  detached  from  the  world.  A  fear  of  giving 
offence  either  to  Prfeachcrs  or  people,  caufed  mc  to  be  doubly 
watchful ;  and  at  the  fame  time  I  found  uayfelf  more  d«eply  in- 
tercfted  in  the  caufe  of  Heaven.  I  continued  confciencioufly  to 
attend  all  the  ordinances  of  Grace  ;  but  did  not  make  any  at- 
tempt to  pray  io  public  till  fomc  months  after  this.  I  believed 
it  to  be  my  duty,  and  fhould  have  done  it  foon^r,  had  I  not  been 
kept  back  by  an  almoft  unconquerable  timidity  :  The  firft  time  I 
attempted  was  ;lt  a  prayer-meeting  where  there  ^^as  a  deficiency 
of  perfons  to  pray,  or  at  Icaft  that  chofe  to  do  it ;  and  the  Lord 
blelfed  my  foul '  in  an  uncommon  manner  ;  I  believe  all  who 
were  prcfent  found  themfelvcs  greatly  quickened  and  refreftied. 
I  was  fo  confcious  of  divine  appi^obation  at  this  foafon,  that  I 
was  refolved,  by  the  Grace  of  Goi>,  to  help  in  the  work  when 
there  -ftiould  be  occafion  for  it       The  Lord  blelfed  us  much 

iji 


.     EXPERIENCE  oi^ Mr.    PIPE.  479 

in  our  prayer-meetings,  and  we  had  the  iatisfadion  of  feeing 
feveral  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways. 

I  met  in  Ba[nd  with  two  young  men  whp  feared  the  LoRp 
greatly,  and  it  proved  a  moft  precious  ordioancQ  to,  us  indee4. 
In  meeting  together /we  repeatedly  experienced,  *'  The  o'er*-' 
whelming  power  of  favjng  grace,  and  ^11  the  ftlent  jJeaycn  ^f 
Love!"  The  prefence  of 'God.  filled  us  w'ith  the  moft  lively- 
hopes  of  a  blefled  immortality.  W$  had.,po  doubt  of  <*  fe^^rng 
the  'King,  in  his  beauty,  and  beholding  the  Land  afar  oif,"  ,di^l 
we  b^it  cleave  to  the  Lord  with  full^purpofe'of  hearty  and  walk 
as  he  now  enabled  i^  to  do.  It  is  with  pleafure  and  gratitude..! 
refiedl  upon  thofe  times,  when  from  the  fuljie£s  of  my  heart  I 
could  fing,  *. 

**  Long^as  I  live  beneath,  t  .       .  .■      •" 

To  Thee,  O  let  me  liv,e  ;  ,       ■  . 

To  /I'hee  my  every  breatli,  -    .-   •     ..     ^ 

tn  thanlis' and  praifcs  giN'^e  ; 

Me  to  thine  Image,   Loi^D,  rcftore^  ..  ^-   / 

And  I  fhall  praife  Thee  evermore.".     ,  .  ,  1.    -   - 

The  Lord  of  Glory,  as  once  crlicificd  for  my  ttanfgreflioijs^, 
and  living'  in  me  by  thf  power  of  his  Spirit,  niade'mc  triilv 
happy.  I  knew  Him  >to  be  the  Author  of  my  Salvation,  aii^ 
afcribed  to  Him  the  praife  of  it  alone.  IVfy  way  to  act  in  a  mori^ 
public  capacity  now  began  tb  open  more  clearly.  Mr.  Blair  ap- 
pointed me  a  Clafs-Leaderj  in  conjun<Sioh  with  another  brother, 
toafmall  Society  in  the  country:  I  attended  them  regularly, 
and  endeavoured  to  be  as  helpfal  to  thcni  as  t  could,  Prefently 
after  I  began  to  exhort;'  but  I  think^,  before  this,  Mr.  Blair 
fent  for  me  and  took  me  with  him  a  few  miles  into  the  country* 
He.ma<le  particular  enquiries  concerning  thp  ftate  of  my  mind  ; 
— whether  I  had  not  convidions  of  its  being  my  duty  to  preaxrh,, 
&c.  and  I  frankly  acknowledged  that'  f  had  ;  I  opened  my  heart 
to  :hiin,  and  told  him  my  feelings,  &c.  He  anfw^red  all  my 
objciftions,  and  gave  me  feveral  cautions  and  di regions  :  For  my 
encouragement  he  related  the*  particulars  of  his  own  experience 
almoft  throughout.  As  a  tribute  due  to  his  memory,  I  muft  fay; 
that  he  appears  to  «ne  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  upright,  cbn- 
fciencious  men  I  ever  read  of,  or  convcrfed  with  in  my  whole 
life.  The  firft  exhortation  I  gave,  was  during  the  time  6£ 

Conference.  I  was  appointed  by  one  of  the  Preachers  to  keep 
Prayer-meetings  at  two  neighbouring  villages.  The  perfon  wlio 
delivered  the  meffage  added,  —  <<  and  give  them  an  exhortation." 
With  the  bleffing  of  God  I  refolved  to  attempt  if,  though  under 
a  ftrange  conflid  of 'hope  and  fear.  The  places  were  pretty  well 
filled,  and  I  fpoke  a  few  things  which  principally  accorded  with 
IPy  own  experiiBn«e.     They  were  times  of  refrefliing,  and  I  was 
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intr^ated  not  to  be  difcouraged,  but  proceed  in  the  Name  of  the 

XrORD. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  relate,  that  notwithftandin^  the  many 
tokens  of  the  divine  favour,  about  this  time  I  got  my  mind  fo 
enfnared  as  to  be  robbed  of  my  peace  and  filled  with  much  felf- 
condemnation.  This  for  awhile  brought  upon  me  much  dulnefs 
and  barrcnnefs  of  foul.  But  I  blefs  Gop,  it  was  not  of  long 
continuance.  I  confeffed  my  deviations  and  fooliihnefs  before 
him,  he  heard  the  voice  of  my  fupplications,  and  one  day  while 
Tecciving  the  JLord*s-Supper  he  fet  me  fully  free.  My  former 
Hrength  returned  and  my  fellowftiip  was  renewed  with  him 
again.  I  was  much  encouraged  by  the  Preachers,  feveral  of 
them  difcouriing  with  me  on  the  fubje6ls  of  preaching,  reading, 
iludying,  &c.  difcovered  much  kindnefs  and  afFedion.  After  I 
was  taken  into  the  Local-Preachers  plan,  I  went  for  a  fortnight 
or  three  weeks  into  the  Circuit  to  fupply  for  one  of  the  itinerant 
Preachers,  and  by  this  means  I  got  a  view  of  their  manner  of 
life,  before  which  time  I  knew  very  little  concerning  it.  My 
way  to  travel  was  open  before  me,  and  various  circumftances 
concurred  to  fix  my  thoughts  that  way,  and  feveral  others  offered 
themfelves  to  court  my  ftay.  I  confefs,  that  fpreading  the  fa- 
vour of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  appeared  in  my  view  to  ex- 
ceed all  other  things  ;  but  then  it  was  an  employment  fo  great,  that 
St.  Paul  himfelf  cried  out,  <*  Who  is  fufficicnt  for  thefe  things?" 
I  knew  indeed  our  fuflicicncy  is  of  God,  and  many  times  while 
preaching  in  the  adjacent  towns  and  villages,  I  had  found  the 
gracious  afliftances  of  his  holy  Spirit.  I  therefore  refolved,  (fub- 
imitting  myfelf  to  Gop)  that  I  would  give  up  myfelf  to  the  fer- 
viceof  his  Church,  affured  that,  if  I  was  afting  according  to 
his  Will,  the  great  Difpofer  of  events  would  diredV  and  blefs 
xne.  And  with  thankfulnefs  I  acknowledge  the  divine  goodncfs 
3n  fending  me  to  preach  his  word,  and  continuing  the  favour  fo 
long.  I  was  propofcd  by  Mr.  Benfon  to  travel,  and  was  re- 
ceived on  trial  at  Briilol  Conference  in  1790;  My  firft  appoint- 
ment was  for  Canterbury  Circuit.  I  knew  very  little  about 
preaching,  but  I  knew  that  the  world  lay  in  wickednefs, — in 
open  rebellion  againft  God,  —  rcjcfling  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
thronging  the  paths  of  de{lru£lion.  I  faw  and  felt  the  worth  of 
immortal  fouls,  and  from  the  Scripture^  of  truth  could  plainly 
difccrn  the  dreadful  confequences  of  dying  in  an  impenitent 
ftate  ;  —  and  I  alfo  knew,  that  it  was  a  Preacher's  work  to  in- 
ftruft,  to  warn  and  invite  men  to  turn  to  God,  —  to  repent  of 
their  fins,  —  to  receive  the  Lord  Jbsus  as  their  only  Saviour,— 
to  deny  all  ung(3dlinefs  and  worldly  defire,  and  to  live  foberly, 
righteoufly  and  godly  in  this  prefcnt  world  And  on  thefe  prin- 
ciples, with  all  the  }ove,  xeal,  and  ftrength  I  had,  I  engaged 
in  the  Work.  I  took 
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I  took  leave  of  my  aflFedionate  frienfls  at  Dudley ;  their  kind* 
neifes  towards  me  had  been  great ;  find  when  we  parted,  I  had 
their  heartieft  prayers  for  my  fuccefs.  It  made  my  heart  ache 
for  fome  time  at  leaving  my  native  place,  wandering  I  knew  not 
where,  among,  I  knew  not  whom.  I  looked  qp  to  God,  —  fub-* 
mitted  myfelf  to  him,  and  he  compofed  my  mind  and  blcffed 
me.  My  fellow  labourers  were  very  kind  ^  and  though  at  the 
beginning  we  found  fome  <hii^s  of  an  unpleafant  nature,  yet  it 
was  not  long  ere  they  were  fettled,  and  the  year  was  fpeht 
agreeably.  The  Lord  gave  us  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  to 
fpeak  for  nayfelf.  I  felt  a  real  affedion  for  them  ;  they  were 
lively,  and  the  congregations  upon  the  whole  were  large. 

At  Mai^te  they  were  neccflitated  to  enlarge  their  Chapel ; 
but  this  muft  have  proved  a  fatal  circumftance  to  me,  had  not 
the  Lord  interpofed.  The  foundation  of  the  new  part  was  not 
laid  deep  enough.  '  A  perfon  to  whom  the  back  ground  be- 
longed, intended  to  build  ;  in  finking  the  cellars,  they  ap- 
proached too  near  the  Chapel,  and  funk  almoft  perpendicular 
with  it,  and  below  the  foundation,  which  was  chalk.  They 
ncglefted  to  Ihore  it  up,  not  apprehending  any  danger,  as  they 
had  b^un  to  fill  up,  their  cellar-work.  While  it  thus  hung  in 
an  equiponderant  fteite,  I  preached  in  it  twice  :  In  the  morning 
about  eight  o'clock,  and  found  a  peculiar  bleffing,  fo  1  believe 
moft  did,  who  were  prefeht.  In  the  evening  I  preached  again, 
from  —  "  God  is  Love."  I  took  notice  of  the  difcoVery  of 
God's  love  to  us  in  our  creation,  prefervation  and  redemption. 
My  mind  was  exceedingly  embarraffed  and  diftreffed.  I  could 
fcarccly  fpeak  on  the  divine  prefervation  at  all,  and  very  little  to 
my  fatisfadtion  on  the  other  fubjedl^.  I  gave  out  to  preach  again, 
if  nothing  unforefeen  happened,  at  feven  o'clock  next  evening. 
AH  this  time  I  was  in  the  moft  imminent  danger :  and  it  is  very 
likely  I  fhouA  have  been  in  eternity  that  night,  had  not  a  very 
heavy  rain  fallen  juft  before  preaching  began,  which  prevented 
many  from  coming,  fo  that  fcarcely  any.  one  fat  in  that  part  of  • 
the  gallery  which  was  fupported  by  the  new  wall,  and  againft 
>vhich  the  pulpit  alfo  flood,  or  no  doubt  the  weight  would  have 
haftened  its  fall.  A  little  before  the  time  of  preaching  the  next 
J^ight,  the  whole  back  part  of  the  chapel  came  tumbling  down, 
the  pulpit  was  cruftied  to  pieces  and  buried  in  the  ruins.  Several 
workmen  were  employed  in  and  about  the  Chapel,  but  happily 
no  Ifves  were  loft,  nor  any  one  hurt  at  all.  I  faw  the  hand  6( 
the  Lord  in  my  prefervation  and  in  that  of  others,  and  bleffed 
his  Name. 

I  endeavoured  to  cleave  to  GoD  and  to  prefcrve  my  confciencc 
■without  ftain.  1  could  fee  no  propriety  of  preaching  a  Gofpel  la 
others  which  1  did  not  ftrive  to  adorn  myfelf,  and  the  more  f 
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lived  to  God  in  private^  the  more  was  I  alTified  in  the  public 
adminiftration  of  the  Woisd.      My  appointments  fince  that  time 
have  been  Rochcfter,  Alnwick,  Sunderland,  &c. 

Before  I  conclude  this  account  of  myfelf,  I  would  bbfervc, 
that  my  work-,  as  a  Preacher  has  not  been  performed  without 
much  trouble  and  anxiety  of  mind.  My  conflicts  haveljccn  here- 
unto few,  except  between  God  and  mj^felf.  And  it* may  be  proper 
alfo  to  remark  on  the  other  hand,  thkt  frequently  my  confo- 
lations  have  been  fo  ftrong,  and  my  afliftances  fo  great,  that  I 
could, fully  believe  I   was  ading  according  to   the  purpofe  of 

.  Heaven.  This  has  fitcnced  my  objedVions,  difpclled  my  fears, 
broken  the  fnares  of  the  enemy,  and  made  nie  to  rejoice  in  the 
Rock  of;  my  Salvation.  Add  to  this,  I  have  been  greatly  fa- 
voured, in  having  my  lot  caft  with  thofe  of  my  brethren  who 
have  rejoiced  at  my  profpcrity,  borne  with  my  weakncffes,  and 
upon  all  occaiions  fhewn  mc  refped  and  kiTBdnefe..  1  may  fay 
the  fame  of  the.  people  aOi^ng  wtiom  I   have  laboured ;   the; 

.  Ijavc  in  general  bc«i  very  aiFedlionatc,  and  I  hop^,  through  thfe 
merry  of  God,  wc  fliali  meef  again,  where  we  (hall,  part  no 
moi'e.  Upoji  a  furvey  of  the  whole,-  I  .fecj  that-  it  is-roy  rea- 
fonablc  fcrvite  to  devote  myfelf  a  living,  holy,  and  acceptable 
facrificc  to  my  gracious  God,  as  having  redeemed  mc  by  the 
death  of  his  beloved  Son,  — enlightened  my  mmd,  —  given  me 
repentance  unto  life,  —  Juftified  nje  freeiy>  -—  fct  up  his  king- 
dom in  my  heart, united  me  to  hia  people, empl^ed  mc 

in  his  fcrvice,  and  made  me  happy,  in  his  love.     And  glory  be 

.  to  his  adorable  Name,  I  can  truly  fay,  I  love  Him  above  all. 
I  am  deeply  confqious  of  my  viienefs '  and  unworthinefs  befom 
God  ;  but  I  know  in  whojti  I  have  believed,  and-my 'd€6rcis 
to  live  to  his  praifel  1  rejoice  at  the  profperity  of  Zion^  and  at 
the  fucqefs  of  my  brethren  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of  Jesus. 
Whatever  I  have  been  inftrumentally,  with  regard  to  the  con- 
vidlion  and  con\erlion  of  fouls,  the  great  day  will  declare  it. 
At  prefent  I  live  in  hope  of  bringing,,  through  the  grace  of 
God,  more  totafte  his  goodnefs  than  I  have  hitherto  done; 
and  then  to  fay  at  the  laft,  before  a  goodly  company,  "  Here  I 
am,  and  the  children  thou  haft  given  me."  J.  S.  P. 

An  original  SERMON  of  M^.  WESLEY's. 
AMOS    III.    6. 
***  Shall  the  trumpet  be  blown  in  the  city,  and  the  people  not  be 
««  afraid  ?    Shall  there  be  evil  in  a  city,  and  the  J/ORD  hath 
<*  not  done  it?" 

IT  is  well  if  there  are. not  too  many  here,  who  are  nearly  con- 
cerned' in  thcfe  words  of  the  Prophet ;  the  plain  fenfe  of 
which  fccms  to  be' this  :  *  Are  there  any  men  in  the  world  fo  flu- 
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pid  and  fenfelefs,  fo  Utterly  void  of  common  rcafon,  fo  carelefs  " 
of  their  own  and  neighbours  fafety  or  deftrudion,  as  when  an 
alarm  of  approaching  judgment  is  given,  to  fhew  no  figns  of 
apprehenfion  ?  ^  To.  take  )no  care  in  order  to  prevent  them,  but 
go  on  as  fecurely  as  if  no  alarm-  had  been  given  ?  Do  not  all 
men  know,  that  whatfoever  evil -befalls  them,  it  befalls  them 
either  by  God's  permiflio;i,  or  by  his  appointment  ?  And  that 
he  dcfigns  every  evil  of  this  life  to  warn  nicn  to  avoid  ftill  greater 
cvijs  ?  That  he  fuffers  thefe  lighter  marks  of  his  difpleafure  to 
awaken  mankind,  fo  that  they  may  ihun  his  everlafting  ven-  ' 
geance,  and  be  timely  "advifed  by  feeling  a  part  of  it,  fo  to 
change  their  ways,  that  his  whole  difpleafure  may  not  arife  ? 

I  intend  in  fpcaking  on  this  fubjed  to  ijiew,  Firft,  That  there  ' 
is  no  evil  in  any  place,  but  the  hand  of  the  .Lord  is  in  it. 

Secondly,  That  every  urtcom'mon  evil  is  the  trumpet  of  God, 
blo\yn  in  tliat  place,  fo  that  the  people  may  take  warning.  • 

Thirdly,  To  confider.  whether,'  after  God  hath  blown  his 
trumpet  in  this  place,,  we  have  been  duly  afraid. 

I  am  •  Firft  to  fhew,  in  few  words.  That  there  is  uo  evil  in 
any  place, but  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  therein.  No  evil,  that 
is,  no  afflidlion  or  calamity,  whether  of  a  public  or  of  a  private 
nature,  whether  it  concerns  only  one,  or  a  few  perfons,  or 
reaches  to  many,  or  to  all  of  that  place  where  it  comes. .  What* 
ever  circumftance'occafions  lofs  or  pain  to  any  man,  or  number 
of  men,  may  in  that  refpe6l  be  called  an  evil ;  and  of  fuch  evils 
the  Prophet  fpcaks  in  thefe  words. 

Of  fuch  evils,  wq  are  to  believe,  that  they  never  happen  but 
ty  the  knowledge  and  permiflion  of  God..  And  of  every  fuch 
<:vil  we  may  fay,  that  the  Lord  hath  done  it,  either  by  his  own 
immediate  power,  by  the  ftrength  of  his  own  right  hand,  or  by 
commanding,  or  ejfe  fuffcring  it  to  be  done,  by  thofe  his  fer- 
vants  that  do  his  pleafure.  For  the  Lord  is  King,  be  the 
people  never  fo  impatient :  ^  Yea,  the  Great  King  of  all  the  earth. 
Whatfoever  therefore  is  done  in  all  the  earth,  (fin  only  excepted) 
he  doeth  it  himfelf.  The  Lord  God  Omnipotent  ftill  reigneth, 
arvd  all  things  are  fo  fubjedt  unto  him,  that  his  will  rnuft  be 
^w>e,  whether'  we  agree  to  it  or  no  ;  as  in  heaven,  fo  alfo  upon 
earth.  Not  only  his  bleffed  angels,  but  all  things  ferve  him  in 
sH  places  of  his  Dominion  t  Thofe  wicked  fpirits  which  rule  the 
darknefs  of  this  world,  and  thofe  men  who  are  like  them,  he 
rules  by  conftraint.  The  fenfelefs  and  brute  parts  of  the  creation, 
^Y  nature  ;  and  thofe  men  who  are  like  God^  by  choice.  But . 
however  it  be,  with,  or  without  their  own  choice,  they  all  a<a 
in  obedience  to  hi«  will:  And  particularly  fo^  when  in  judg- 
'^cnt^  he  ftill  remembers  mCTcy,  and  permits-  a  fmaller  evil, ' 
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that  he  may  prevent  a  greater.  Then,  at  leaft,  we  arc.  to  ac^ 
knowledge  the  hand  of  God  in  whatfoevcr  inftruments  he  makes 
ufe  of.  It  makes  little  difference,  whether  he  executes  his  pur- 
pofe^by  the  powers  of  heaven  or  hell,  or  by  the  miftakes,  care- 
lefsnefs,  or  malice  of  men.  If  a  deftroying  angel  marches  forth 
againft  a  town  or  country,  it  is  Goo  who  impowers  him  to  de« 
ftroy.  If  bad  men  diftrefs  one  or  more  of  their  fellow-creature% 
the  ungodly  are  a  fword  of  his.  If  fire,  haily  wind,  or  ftorm^ 
be  let  loofc  upon  the  earth,  yet  they  only  fulfil  his  word.  So 
certain  it  is,  that  there  is  no  evil  in  any  place  which  the  Lord, 
in  this  fenfe,  hath  not  done« 

I  am  to  prove.  Secondly,  That  every  uncommon  evil  is  the 
trumpet  of  God,  blown  in  that  place  where  it  comes,  that  the 
people  n>ay  take  warning. 

Every  private  affidlion  is  doubtlefs  the  voice  of  God,  where- 
by he  calls  upon  that  peribii  to  fiee  to  him  for  fuccour.  Buf  if 
any  extraordinary  affliAion,  efpecially  when  many  perfons  arc 
concerned  in  it,  we  may  not  only  fay.  That  in  this  Uod  fpcaks 
to  us,  but  that  the  God  of  Glory  thundercth.  This  Voice  of 
the  Lord  is  in  power !  This  Voice  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  Ma- 
jcfty !  This  demands  the  deepeft  attention  of  all  to  whom  it 
comes.  This  loudly  claims  the  moft  ferious  confideration ;  ftot 
only  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  peculiarly  fent,  but  of  all  thofe 
who  are  round  about  them.  This,  like  a  voice  from  heaven, 
commands,  that  all  the  people  fbould  be  afraid,  (hould  tremble 
at  the  prefencc  of  God  !  That  every  one  ihould  feel  and  (hew 
that  religious  fear,  that  facred  awe  of  the  majefty  of  God,  which 
is  both  ttie  beginning  and  the  pcrfedtion  of  wifdom.  That  fear 
which  (hould  make  them  hafte  to  do  whatfoevcr  the  Lord  their 
God  commands  them,  and  careful  not  to  turn  afide  from  it  to 
the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

It  is  nccdlcfs  to  ufe  many  words  to  prove  this,  after  what  has 
bc^n  proved  already.  For  if  there  be  no  evil  in  any  place  which 
the  Lord  hath  not  done,  and  if  he  doth  not  willingly  fend  evil 
on  any  place,  but  only  to  warn  them  to  avoid  greater  evils,  then 
it  is  plain,  That  wherever  any  evil  is,  it  is  the  trumpet  of  God 
blown  in  that  place,  to  the  end  that  the  people  may  be  fo  afraid, 
as  not  to  continue  in  any  thing  which  difpleafeth  him.  Then  it 
is  plain,  that  in  every  fuch  merciful  evil,  God  fpeaks  to  this 
cSc&f  **  O  that  there  were  fuch  an  heart  in  this  people,  that 
**  they  would  fear  me,  and  keep  my  commandments  always, 
<«  that  it  might  fee  well  with  them,  and  their  children  after 
«*  them  r* 

Thirdly.  What  figns  of  this  wife  and  grateful  fear,  I  am  new 
to  confidcr  more  at  large. 

Let 
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Let  vs  confider  firft,  hovnOoD  hadi  blowry  his  tFumpQtin  thii 
place :  And  fecondly^  whether  we  have  beeh  duly  afraid.  '^        ** 

Firft,  Let  us  confider  how  God  hath  blown  his  trunipet 
ttskong  us  in  this  place.  And  that  it  might  n^vep  be  for^tien, 
it  were  much  to  be  wifhcd,  not  only  that  parents  wouk!  ttn  thtit 
^hildren>  to  the  intent  that  their  poftenty  might  Ittiow  it,  *  and 
the  children  that  are  yet  unborn  t  But  ^ifo,  that  it  wcr6  tvritteft 
in  our  public  regifter,  for  a  ftahdii^  memorial  to  all  geii^rafions^ 
That  in  the  very  week,  and  on  the  vpry  day,  when  tHat^Hv^rBoa 
"Which  hath  had  a  conliderable  (hare  in  tdyni^g  the'/ChQiSlitiwtr 
^orld  upfidc  down,  was  to  have  been  brought  in  hither  aUb> 
fuch  a  fire  broke  out,  as  neither  we  nor  Oyr  lathers  bad  feen  ift 
this  place  :  A  fire  which  foon  fpread  Itfelf  not  over  om  oi^lfi^ 
but  over  feveral  dwelling-houfes,  which  fo  wpnt  forth  in-thofury 
of  its  ftrength,  that  it  foon  prevailed  over  thp  w«ik  reiiiibu^ 
made  againft  it,  and  left  only  lb  much  fianding  of  nK>ft  of  thofe 
buildings  oyer  which  It  prevailed,  as  mig^t.ferve  to^qutc^f^aouf 
rememberance  of  it^  f/Ct  it  be  told,  th^t  thofe  whOiCMtiepre^ 
pared  for  another  profpe£t,  were  entertained  mxh  fhaf  of  d«# 
vouring  flames.  A  profpe6t  which  continued  during  the  ^  whole 
time  of  the  intended  divei^on,  ajui  which  was  but  too  plainly  t# 
be  feen,  together  with  the  fiery  pillar?  ^f  fijfioke,  whidi  in({roaf«4 
its  horror,  from  the.  very  place  whidh  htd  boea  pitcl^ed  upon 
for  the  fcene  of  this  div?mon. 

This  is  the  bare  m^tfiv  of  f^.  And  even  from  this^^vlet  wf 
one  in  whom  is  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  judge,  in^bethisr  the  trumt>lt 
of  God  hath  no^t  iufficiently  founded  among  ua  t>f  ^Chis  jplotitt? 
And  doth  this  trumpet  give  an  uncertiiin. found  ?  How  wojiM  ffm 
have  God  fpeak  more  plainly  ?  Do  you  deiii^^^iat.  the  LoRir 
(hould  alfo  thunder  out  of  Heaven,  and  giVe  haUftoiie(  ahd.coate 
of  fire?  Nay,  rather  let  us  fay,  </  It  i^  enou^  i  fpeak  no  xm^ 
*^  Lord,  for  thy  ferVantf  hear  {  Thofe  lo  whom  thou  haft  moft 
*^  feverely  fpokqn  are  afiaid,  and  do  ieok  ihet  with  th^ir  iwboie 
"  heart.  The^  rcfolve  riot  po  prolong  the  time,  but  e^fcn-jno^ 
**  by  thy  gracious  alfiftancc.  To  loqj:  Well  if  thecc  be  aijy  way 
**  of  wickednefs  in  them,  and  tp  turn  their  feet  unto  the  way 
•*  cverlafting ;  To  renounce  every  thing  that  is  evil  ia  thy  fight  ^ 
**  yea,  the  fin  that  doth  the  mofi  eafily  bcfet  thcipi ;  and  ]to  ufc 
*'  their  whole  diligence  for  the  tune  to  come,  to  make  their  gall^ 
'^  ing  and  eledlion  fure.  Thofe.  to  whom  thou  haft  fj^oken  by 
**  the  misfortune  of  their  neighbours,  are  likewife  afraid  at  thy 
**  tokens,  and,  own  that  it  wa?  thy  mere  goodnefs,  that  they  too 
"  and  their  fubftance  were  not  confumed.  They  likdwife  firmly 
"  purpofe  in  themfdkes  to '  make  the  true  ufc  of  thy  merciful 
*  warning ;  to  labour jdnore  and,  more  day  by  drfy,  to  purge 
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**  themfelves  from  all  fin,  from  every  .earthly  afie6Hon,  that 
"  they  .may  be  fit  to  ftand  in  the  prefencq^df  that  God,  who  ii 
f*  him&lf  a  conjumng  fire  !** 

,  But  haivc  "we  indeed  been  thu«  dujy  afraid  ?  This  is  now  to  be 
f:onfidercd.  And  becaufe  we  cannot  fee  the  hearts  of  others,  let 
us  iotftx  our  judgnient  from  their  acSions,  which  will  be  beft 
done  by  a  plain  relation,  of  Which  every  one  that  hears  it^  can 
eafily  tell  whether  it  be  true  or  £»lfe.. 

J  In  the  day  following  that,  on  ^hich  the  Voice  of  God  had  fa 
dreadfully  commanded  us  tb  exchange  our  mirtli  for  fadnefs,  the 
diVerflon  which  that  had  broken  off,  was  as  eagerly  begun  anew : 
Cmwds  of  people  flocked  out  of  that  very  town,  where  the  dc- 
Avadiidii'had  been  wrought  the  day  before  ;  and  rufhed  l^  the 
l^iacc  bf  defolation,  to  t?he  place  of  entertainment !  Here  you 
tfiijght  fee  the  ground  cotered  with  heaps  of  ruins,  mingled  with 
yet  Jui^uenehed  fire.  A  little  way  off,  as!  thick  covered  with 
1u>rfi|jd  irtd.men  pfeffiftg  on' to  foe  another  new  fight.  On  this  fide 
were*  eh«.4W)ufners.bcWailiiig  the  lofs  of  their  goods,  and  the  nc- 
tJeffities'of  tbeHr  famlli^fe.  >On  tlie  other,  the  feaRtrs  delight- 
iijg  themfelWs  With  the  fport  they  had-giined.  •  Surely,  fucha 
«iixtaire  *of  mlwh'and  fadhefs,  of  feilfting  and  mourning,  of 
lat^k^g  #^*¥feepingi  h#th  not  bceh  fe*n  from  the  day  in  which 
«f£ir  fciirmth^r^  firil  cam*  up  into  tWs  land,  until  yefterday. 

Such  is  the  fear  we  have  (hewn  of  the  Wrath  of  God  !  Thus 
tAve  wo  been  afraid  after  )ie  had  blown  his  trumpet  among  us ! 
^riiefe  are  the  figt^s  we  have  given  of  our  'refolution  to  avoid 
Vd»lfever  is  difpleafing  in  his  fight  I  Hereby  we  have  proved  how 
iwer  ciefign  to  avbid,  that  diverfion  in  particular,  which  he  hath 
l^'eii  us  •  fo  terrible  a  teafoh  to  believe  is  far  from  being  pleafing 
to  him !  Not  that'  this  is  the  only  rcafon  we  have  to  believe  fo. 
fBefides  tMs  laft  hielflncholy  argument  ag^inft  it,  we  have  fo 
:inany  others,  a*  any  -fcrious  CnriAlan  would  find  it  a  hard  talk 
to  anfwer.  Bkit  i  have  oniy  time  to  mention  flightly,  a  few  of 
Ae  confequences  that  were  never  yet  feparated  from  it. 

Before  I  mention  thefe,  it  i^not  neceffary  for  me  to  fay,  whether 
the  diverfion  is  finful  in  itfelf,  fimply  confidered,  or  not.  If  any 
t)ne  can  find  a  race  which  has  none  of  thofe  coftfcquences,  let 
jijm  go  to  it  in  the  name  of  Go©.  Only  till  he  finds  one  which 
"ripes  not  give  occafion  to  thefe  or  the  like  villainies,  let  him  who 
namcth  the  name  of  Christ,  have  a*  care  of  any  way  en- 
couraging them.  /       ,1 

,  One  tjijpg  nfK)ro1[-wt>uid  have.  obferyed„  That  it  is  fo  far  frow 
being  uncharitable  to  warn  w^U-n^c^ning  jK>ple  of  the  tendency 
of  thefe  diverfions,  that  the  more  clcajaf  and*  ftrpngly  any  ow 
leprcfcnts  it  to  them,  the  more  charitaple^to  th^m  be;,  isf.    This 
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raay  fee  mibde  pjain  by  a  very  eafy  comparifon.  You  fee  the  wine 
"when  k  fpaiUcs  in  the  cap,  and  are  going  to  drink  of  it,  I  tell: 
you,  Tbejce  is  poifon.iait!  and  therefore  beg  you  to  throw  it- 
away.  You  ^nfwejr,  T^he  wine  is  harmlefs  in  itfclf :  I  arcpl^y, 
perhaps  it  is  fo :  .  But  ftill/  if  i,!  tje  mixed. with  w^j  is  not  harm-r 
lefs,  no  one  in  his  fcnfes,  if.,  h^  knows  it,  at  leaft  unlefs  he  opul4 
fcparate  the  good  from  the  ba^,  wiU^qpoc jhinkof  diinkiijg.ofv 
it.  If  you  add,  <<  It  is  not  poifbn  to  .JT|e„t]^gh  it  be.to^othcK*."; 
Then  I  fay,  "Throw  it. away Jor  thy. BrojjJLePslaH^,  left  thoueni^* 
boldcn  him  to  drink  alfo.  Why  %)uld  tJiy^ft'i^M^lj  occafioji,thy, 
weak  Brother  to  perifh^for  whoro  Cbrift^died  ?^  Now  let. any  one, 
judge  which 'lis  the  uncharitable  perfpn ;  hc^v^4)o.^^ca4%  ^aggtyit/ 
the  wine  or  the  diver^fion,  for  his.  brother's  fake,;.or.he  whowpjgadsy 
againft  the  life  pi^^  his  br9tber,  for  the  fake  of  jhe  winf^cOf  the, 
divcrfion?  !-.♦,.  .  .       .    '.   •     r^  •'', 

All  the  doubt  there  can  be  h  this  ;  Is  .there  poifbn  in  th]t>di^t 
ver$on  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  harmiefsin  itfelf.  •'  To  desr  thisj 
Up,  let  as  firft  obfcTve,  The  notorious  lying  that  is^tivisiy^  ^ioedl 
with  it ;  the  various  kinds  of  over-reaching  9nd  cheatihgip.the^ 
horrid  oaths  and  curfes  that  conftantly  accompany  idtp^jwiunremfithl 
the  Name  of  our  Lord  God,  blefled  for  ever,  is  bitafpbeincd.  > 
When  or  where  was  (his  divcrfion  1  ever  inoirnji  wiihpuftc/lbefe/ 
dreadful  confequenc^s  ?  Who  was  erer  one  diy  prefontdiliOne  kif  > 
tiiefe  entertainments,  without  being  him&df  ii  witncf$;todBonMeo£» 
thefe  {^  And  furelythefe  alone,;  had  w&  ho  otissr  ill  confoquenceST 
to  charge  upon  this  diveriion,  are  enough,  tillja  waty  i$'%uaii  tQ^ 
purge  it  from  them,  to  ^lake  both  God  and.all-wiieiiKti  t^! 
abhor  it.  .    '        %     .     ^  :'    .  '  i 

•  But  over  and  above  thefe,  we  charge  it,  ^fsiifttidly,  witSi  "at" 
fording  the  faiteft  itieanfs  to  e^tercife  and  to  infcrcafe  covetoufhcfs  J 
This  is  done  by  the  cnScAfion  it  gives  to  rflT,  who  pleafe  to  laj^J 
wageij^  with  one  another :   jWhrch  cdrifihidnlV'  brings  *fo  ftrong  a 
defire  cf  poffeffing  what  Is  fthother's,  as'wil!  haWly  ccafe  when' 
that  c»»e  point  is  decided  ;    but  will  be  exeedBiiig  4ikely  to  leave^ 
fudi   a- thirft  in  the -mind,  as  not  kll  the  wihiiiri^  in  the  Vorld  • 
wiM  fidfcfy.*      And  what  amends  can  thc^  .trifling  fport  of  a  thoo*  * 
fand  people  make,    for  one  fdul  thus  corrupted  and   ruined? 
Therefore  on  this  account  too,  till  a  way  is  known  to  fedtire  aU' 
that  frequent  it  from  this  danger,  well  irfay  this  fport  itfelf  heart 
abomination  to  him  who ^ values  Orte  Toul  more  than  the  whole- 
world.  ''.'•'.  *     ' 

May  we  rtot  well  fear,  that  it  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
becaufe  of  a'  third  cffcft  of  It,  becaufe  it  is  fo  apt  toenflame* 
thofe  paflions  whicWhe  fo' earncftly  commands  us  to  quench • 
Becaufe  many  peoplc^^  fo  heated  on  fuch  occafions,  as  they' 
never  aught  to  be  on  an^occafion.     Suppofing  it  poffible  that  a' 
man  might  be  angry  and  not  fin  \  yet  hardly  upon  fuch  occafiemi, 
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or  in  fuch  a  degree  as  thofe  who  are  angry  on  fuch  occofions  com^ 
jDonly  arc.  ThU  confequence  too,  let  him  feparate  fix>|li  fuch  a 
cUverfion,  vrho  would  prevo^t  its  bdng  difplcafing  to  God. 

Till  this  be  done,  let  no  one  fay,  What  harm  is  there  in  a 
horfe-race?  But  if  any  ftould  ftill  alk  thatqueftion,  we  can 
^fover  yet  inorc  partieularly.  Ar^  ytm  a  young  perfon  who  de- 
fire  to  go  to  it  ?  Then  It  is  lifcely  you  go  eij:her  to  fee,  or  to  be 
fecn.  To  admire  ^^r  fine  fights,  or  to.be  admixed  yourfelf. 
The  hurt  of  thw  is,  it  fiourtflies  that  friendihip  which  is  enmity 
tirithGoD.  Itftiengthcns  thofc  afFe^ions  which  are  already  too 
ftrong,  the  dcfire  of  the  eye  and  the  pride  of  life.  All  fuch  di- 
vcrfions  as  Acfe  arc  the  nobleft  inftrumems  the  devil  has,  to  fill 
tiic  ttiind  with  earthly,  fenfual,  and  devilifh  paflions ;  to  make 
you  of  a*  light  and  trifling  fpirit :  In  a  word,  to  make  you  a  lover 
of  plcafure  more  than  a  lover  of  Gop.  Are  you,  who  defirc 
to  goto  it^  advanced  in  years,  and  tfeierefbre  lefs  fubjeS  to  fuch 
temptations  ?  Take  heed  that  your  hearts  deceive  you  not.  But 
bfc  xtafs  fm  iappofe,  hath  it  not  done  you  huit  enough,  if  it  has 
hindered  any  m  .yK)u  from  partaking  of  the  bleiTed  facrament  ? 
if  by  psAveitfing  cither  that  ferious  examination,  or  that  private 
d^otiai^  wUch  you  wifely  ufe  before  you  come  to  {t,  it  has  oc- 
p^fkned  your  nc^eSing  to  come  t&  this  holy  table  ;  and  (o  not 
only  difobeying  a  plain  command  of  God,  but  Hkewifc,  loling 
ail  tfadb'  ineitimabie '  advant^es  which  are  there  reached  out  to 
titem-wiiQ  obey. Him.  *  Are  youta. rich  man  that  defires  to  go? 
Thin  you  have  probably  given  fomething  towards  it.  That 
is^  IVSm  .hare  .thuQwn  away  that  feed,  which  might  have  bom 
fruit  to  eternity !  You  have  thrown  away  a  part  of  that  talent, 
whicl>  had  you^j;ig^tlyt  improved,  you  might  have  becnanevcr- 
lafting  gainer  hy  1  Vou  have  utterly  loft  what  GO0  himfclf,  had 
y^u  lent  it  to  him,  would  ri9hly  have  repaid  you  ^  for  you  have 
given  to- thofe  who  neither  need,  nor  perhaps  thank  you  for  it; 
'^hicb  if  y^u  had  b«flpwcd  upon  your  helplefs  brethren,  your 
bleflcd  Redeemer  would  have  eft^emed  as  done  unto  himfelf, 
zf\d  would  have  treated  you  accordingly  at  the  gteat  day.  Are 
yiQU  a  poor  man  who  have  gone^  or,  given  any « thing  to  this  di- 
vcifion?  Then  it  has  done  you  the  moft  hurt  of  all.  It  has 
made  you  throw  away  for  an  i^le  fport  abroad,  what  your  wife 
zfid  family  wanted  at,  ^me..  If  fo,  you  have  denied  the  faith 
afiid  are  far  worfe  than  an  iafidel*  But  fuppofe  it  coft  you  no 
money,  was  it  not  hurt  enough,  if  it  coft  you  any  of  your  time  ? 
What  had  you  to  do  to  run  after  trifling  diverfions,  when  you 
ought  to  have  been  employed  in  honeft  labour  ?  Surely  if  the 
rich  think,  that  God  hath  given. them  moijAime  than  they  want, 
(though  it  will  be  well  if  they  do  not  owoay  think  otherwifc;) 
ypt  you  have  no  temptation  to  think  fo.  .rSuracient  for  your  day 
is  the  labour  thereof,  I  have 


t  bave  but  a  few  urords  to  add^-^-^and  tb^fe  I* fpeak  not  tcf 
them  who  are  ynwiUing  to  tear,  wbofe^  affe^ions  fk|e  fet  np6n 
this  world,  and  therefore  tjieir  eyes  are  blinded  hy  it.  Bpt  I 
fpeak  to  them  in  whom  is  an  underftandihg  heart,  jihd  a  diftefn* 
ing  fpirit.  Whb  If  they  have  fprmerly  erred,  are  now  t^fqlvedi^ 
by  the  Grace  of  Gop,  to  retmrn  no  mprc  to  the  error  of  tjielr 
ways ;  but  for  the  time  to  pome^  not  only  to  ayoJd^  but  aifo 
carneftly  to  bpgofe  whatfocv^  is  contrary  to  the  Will,  of  God. 
fp  thefe  I  fay.  Aye  you  young  ?  So  much  the  rather  iborn  all 
empl6)Fments  that  are  i^leffi,  but  mtich  more^  if  they  ate  linfuh 
For  you  arc  they,  whole  wifdom  and  glory  it  i^  <*  to  x^tmoAMiw 
your  Creator  in  the  days  (tf  your  yooth.''  Arc  you  elder  ?  Sof 
much  the  rather  beAow  all  fhe  titne^^M^  you^nfpa^ftonfi^ 
the  neceflary  b*ifincfe  of  this  life,  in  pttplatfng  yoiirfelf  and  thofi? 
about  you,  for  theSr  fentratici  imo  a  bfettcr  Hfe.  For  yoiir  d?iy  U 
fcr  fpent,  and  your  night  is  at  hand.  'Redeem  therefore  th^  littlef 
time  you  have  left.  Are  you  rich  ?  Then  yo\i  have  yki'ticular 
realbn  to  labour  that  you  may  be  rich  in  good  ^rks.  ^dr  you 
are  they  to  whom  much  is  giyen^  not  to  throw  away»  but  to  ufe 
•well  and  wifely;  and  of  you  mucb  fhall  be  required.  Ax^  ypi^ 
poor  ?  Then,  you  have  particular  rc^fou  to  work  with  youir 
hands,  that  ypu  ij^  provide  for  y«ur  own  bouftijold.  Now 
when  you  have  done  this,  have  yott  dcAil>  ftlh  Eor<thenyoi| 
are  to  labour  that  you  may  have  to  give  him  that  needeth.  Not 
to  him  that  needeth  ffiverfiohs,  but  io  Bim  that  needeth  th^  ne- 
ccflaries  of  nature^  that  needeth  clorties  fo  cover  him,  food  to 
fupport  his  life,  or  a  houfe  where  to  lay  his  head. 

Whsl^  "remairls,  but  that  we  labour,  one*  and  afl,  yoiingahd 
old,  rich  and  poor,  to  vnft  off  ih6  paft-  ickndal  from  our  town 
and  people.  Firi^,  By  oppofing  to  thp  utmoft  .fw  the  tioite^tq 
come,  oy  word  and  deed>  among  oiir  friends,  aad  all  we^have 
to  do  with,  this  unliappy  diverfion,  which  has.fuch  terribje 
hurtful  confequcnccs* ;  ..By  doing .jiU  we  poflibly  c^p  t^ihiadt^jr.ita 
coming  among  us  s^nympr^t  .  And  S^do^ly,  Sy  f^^wingi  aU  the 
mercy  we  c^n  tp  our  affii(^ed  neighbours,  aebofdij^  as  Go^ohattt 
profpered  u^^  sind  by .  this  timely  relief  of  thenar  laying:  op  foe 
ourfeljues  a  good  foimdation  agalnil  the  day  of  neceffity.  Thine^l^^ 
By  our  cpnftant  att(mdance  on  Gob's  public  fervite,  an\l  hlefkt 
&crament,  and  our  watchful,  charitable,  and  pious  Ufe.  '  iTfidJ^ 
giving  the  nobleft*  proof  before  men  and  angels,  that  althbugit 
cverr  after  we  were  troubled,  wef  went  wrong,  yet  Upon  more 
deeply  confidering,  how  God  had  blown  his  trumpet  amoAg[ 
us,  we  were  afraid.  We  then  Ihall.fay,  with  an  awakjsned' heart,^ 
Behold,  the  Lord  pur  Gop  hath  ftiewed  us' his  glory  and' hi$ 

freatnefs,  and  we  have  heard  his  Voice  out  of  the  midit  of  th^ 
re.     Now  .thcxefore,  Vhilc  time. if,  let  ps.  put  away  hr  from 

us. 


us,  every'  accutled  thinfe ;.  "  Idr  if  v;e  hear'thii  voice  of  the  Lorn 
our  God  any  mqrc,  then  we  fhaU  die." 

♦*«  £vcry  experienced  Chriftian  vrill  readily  obfervc,  that  Mr. 
Wesley  wrotie  the  preceding  Sermon  before  ho  was  fully  acquainted 
with  the  Power  of  Divine  Grace.  Ne'verthclefs,  it  evidently  difcovcrs 
a  mind  under  th6  influence 'of  the  fear  of  God,  and  a  iincere  defirc 
to  know  and  plcafc  hiffl.  "Thc'afgutnehts  he  makes  ufe  of  to  prove  the 
Jtiifulne/s  of  attending  piiWic  Diveri^ons;  are  fti-iking  and'un^inrwerable^ 
arid  demand  our  moft  ferioiii  tegard;  We  {land  upon  the  brink  of 
Etetnity  !  Thcrfe  ib  only  V  CWp  between  us  an4  the  unfathomable  gulph ! 
Are  not  &n&iaP  div^iJDnsiisi<i  aoiufcflHetits  folely  calculated  to  divert  our 
thought5lfrQi»Gaj>^*and .  the-  thing^s  t>f  Grace  and  Glory  ?  Is  it  pof- 
fibliB  thtfkifQV  a\|y  .C9fs>'4i.'i|^,^^  be  prfcfcnt  at  thofc  foene^  of  .riot  and 
diffipation,  ^w^th  a  fihgte ,  ^yjEj, . ^^ith  a  pure,  intension  to.  pleafc  God  ? 
Previous  to  our»<ptVancia  into  Ib&iiel^of .  fblly,  c%n  wc-retire  in  fccret, 
and  kneel,  doiyn  ^af  ^e  ^eo^of  jthp  A^Qii^ty,  and  intreat  ^is  Bleflixig 
upon  the  premeclitatc^  madneft  th^t  we  dert^n  no^  only  to  be  a  fpcc- 


race-gr6und;  or  any  other  "pfecle  devoted  to  f&lly,/'(tithout  a  guilty  con- 
fcience?  And  could  We  then*  deceive  burfelves  wfth  '.the-  imagination, 
fliat  we  had  been  giving  aQl 'diligence  tohe'Jo^hd  of  Xhrist  ia 
peace  withcnii  fpot  and  bftn«lefe? 

,  from  the  Bishop  of  LANDAFF  to  THOMAS  PAINE, 
'[  CanHHucd  frbm^page  j^^.  tl 

^*  npHOSE,"  you  fay,  "who  are  not  mpch 'accjuaintcd  with  cc- 
'X  cltiiaftical  hiftory,  may  fuppofe  that  the  book  called  the  New 
Tcftafnc!nt:  has  exilted  ever  fince  the  time  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; .  but  the  faft 
is  hiftericaHy  otherwife  ;'  there  ^as  no  fuch  book  as  the  New  Tefta- 
inent  till  mbtt  than  fhrec  hundred  years  aftcr'.thctibc  that  Chrift  is 
^id  to  have  lived.'*  -^  This  paragraph  is  calculated  '■  %t> '  miflcad  common 
aeaidcrs ;  it  is  nsccfiary  to  unfold  its  meaning.  tTlie  book,  caHed  the 
J«Icw  Tfeftametit,  confifts  ^  twenty-rcvcn  differart  pait^ ;  concaming 
l^vcn  <)f:there,  vi^^  the  Epiftle  to  thp  Hebrews,  that: of  James,  the 
JBCOtid  of  Peter,  thefccond  of  John,  the  third  pf  J^n,  thjtt  of  Judc, 
^d  the  Revelation,'  there  were  at  hrft  fomedoubtsi;  and  thequcftion, 
V^hethcr  they  fhould  be  received  into  the  canon,  ii^ht  be  decided,  as 
^11  queftions  con^imine  opinfons  ipuff  be,  by  vote,  ;  With  refpcft  to 
the  other  twenty  part?,  thofe  who  are  moft  acquainted  with  ecclefiaf- 
fical  hiilory,  will,  tell  you,  as  Du  Pin  does  after  Euftbius,  that  they 
•Were  owned  as  canonical,  at  all  jtiraes,  and  by  all  chriftians.  Whether 
the' council  t>f  Laodicea  was  held  before  dv  after  that  of  Nice,  is  not  t 
fettiled  point ;  all  the  books  of  the  New  T^ftament,  except  the  Reve- 
lation, 
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•  latiOn^  f^rC'.enumtisttfid  as  canonical'  in  khe^'Cdfiftitution^  of  ^at  coun- 
cil;  .  but  it  :i?.agc6at  xniftakc-  to  fuppofe,  that  the  greatcft  part  of  the 
books  of  the  N^w  Teftament  were  not  in  general  ufe  amongft  chrif- 
tiansy  Ipng  befoi:e  the  coUncUitof.Laodicea.  was  held.     'This  is  not 
merely  my  opinion  on  the  fubjeft  ;    it  is  the  opinion  of  one  much  bet- 
ter acquainted  vyjtljj  ecclefwftical'  hiftory  •  ^l(h«i>  / 1 .  am j '.  and,    pnobably, 
thanyou  are, -~  iV|<?/5.<mi       "  The  opdnioi^s,"    fays- this  author,    or 
**  rather  the  gonj^ej^ure^  of  the  learned  concerning  the  time  wjhen  the 
books  oi  the  New.  Xefijnj|ent  w^re  coUeft^  into  one  volume,  as  alf^i 
about  the  authors  or^ that  colle^qny^.^rc  extremely  difFeretit-     This  im- 
portant quellion  is  ,fU^gj?ded  \vit}i  gr^at  ^i^d  alm<?ft  infuperable  difficul- 
ties to  us. in  tliefe  latter  tlm^.      It  is  howevej:  (ufficieot  for  us  to  know, 
that,  befpie  the  middle,  of  the  fecond  centt^ry,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
books  of  the  New  Tellament  were  read  in  every    chriftian    fociety 
throughout  the  .  world,  ind  received  as  a  divine  rule  of  faith  and  man- 
ners.     Hence  it  appears,  that  thefe  facred  writings  were  carefully  fep*. 
rated  from  feveral  human  compofitions  upon  the  fame  fubjeft,  either  • 
by  fome  of  the  apoflles  themfelvei,  who  lived  fo  long,  or  by  their. diS- 
ciples  and  fucce&rs,  who  were  fpread  abroad  through  alL  nations*    Wc 
are  well  affured,  that  the  four  go/pels  were  colle£led  during  th«iUfe,Qf 
St.  John,  and  that,  the  three  firil  received  the  approbation  of  this-  di- 
vine apoftle.       And  why  may  we  not  /iippofe,  tliat  the  other  books  of 
the  New  Teftament  were  gathered  together  at  the  fame  timp?    What 
renders  this  highly  probable  is,  that  the  nioft  urgent  ncceflity  required 
it*s  being  done.     For,  not  long  a^ter  Chrifl's  afcenfion  intp  heaven, 
feveral  hiflorics  of  his  life  and  doftrines,  full  of  pious  frauds,  and  fa- 
bulous wonders,  were  compofed  hf  perfons,  whofe  intentions,  perhaps, 
were  not  bad,  but  whofe  writings  difcovered  the  greateft  lUperftition 
and  ignorance.     Nor  was  this  all :    produftions  appeared,  which  were 
impolcd  on  the  TYorld  by   fraudulent  men  as  the  writings  of  the  toly 
apoftles.      Thefe  apocryphal  and  fpUrious  writings  muft  Have  produced 
a  fad  confufion,  and  rendered  both  the  hiftory  and  the  dotirine  of . 
Chrift  uncertain,  Had  not  the  rulers  of  the  churclj  ufed  s^ll  poffible 
care  and  diligence  in  feparating  the  books  that  were  truly  apoftolical 
and  divine,  from,  all  that  fpurious  trafti,  and  conveying  them  down  to 
pofterity  in  one  volume." 

Did  you  ever  rend  the  apology  for  chriftians,  which  Juftin  Martj-t 
prefenteito  the  Emperor  Antonius  Pius,  to  the  Senate,  and  people  of 
Rome?  I  fliould.fooneif  expc6l,a  falfttyin  a  petition,  which  any  body 
jof  perfecuted  men,  imploring  J uftice,  ftiould  pretentto  the  King  and 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  than- in  this  apology.  —  Yet  in  this  apo- 
logy,  which  was-  prefentcd  not  fifty  years  after  the  death  of  St.  John^ 
not  only  payts  of  all  tht  four  giffds  are  quoted,  but  it  is  cxprcrsry  faid, 
that  on  the  day*  called  Sunday,  a  portion  of  them  was  read  in  the 
public  affemblies  of  the  chriftians,  I  forbear  purfuing  this  matter  far- 
tlier  ;  elfe  it  m^ht  eaf^ly  be  fhewn,  that^  pnobably  the  golpeis,  and.  cer- 
tainly fome  of  St.  Paul's  epiilles,  were  knywn  to  Clqajent,  Ignatius, 
«1bd  Polycarp,  contemporaries  with  the  Appfjips,  .  Thefe.  men  cc)»uld  pot 
^uotdor'r^fer  to  book^  whiqh^did  upt  exift ;  afid.^hc^efpr^tboj^gh.ywa 
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c6uld  taakp  it  out  thtt  the  b<K>k  called  the  Ucw  T^ftatxiei^  Hi  not 
fortaally  exift  under  that  titl^  4ill  350  yca»  aite^  Chrift  ;  yet  I  hold  k 
to  be  a  certaM^  hd^  t]iat  all  the  hooks,  of  which  it  is  coin]!ldfiEd,  vere 
written,  and  moil  of  .tbeia  received  by  all  chtiftiahs^  within  a  few 
years  after  his  death. 

You  raife  a  difficukv  fdatiVt  to  the  tiittc  which  Intcrv^cd  bfctwecii 
the  death  and  refurreftion  of  Jefus,  who.  had  faidj  that  the  Son  of  roan 
fhaU  be  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  heart  of  the  earth.— ^ Are  you 
ignorant  then  that  the  Jews  ufed  the  phrafe  throe  days  and  thr^e  nights 
-to  denote  what  we  underftand  by  tbnte  days  F  ^  It  is  faid  in  Genefis, 
•chap,  vii,  12,  <*  The  rain  waa  upqo  the  earth  fofty  days  and  forty 
iTtights ;  and  this  is  equivalent  to  the  expreffion,  (ver.  17.)  "  And  the 
flood  was  forty  days  upon  the  eatth,*'  Inftcad  then  of  fayixig  three  days 
and  three  nights,  let  us  iimply  fay  —  three  days—  and  you  "will  not  ob- 
je£l  to  Chrift's  being  three  days  •—  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  in  the 
Jicart  of  the  earth*  I  do  not  fay  that  he  was  in  the  grave  the  whole  of 
eith^  Friday  or  Sunday ;  but  an  hundred  inflances  might  bc  produced* 
Arom  writers  of  all  nations,  in  which  a  part  of  a  day  is  fpoken  of  as  the 
wkolo*— -Thus  much  for  the  defence  ot  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  New 
Teftaocnt. . 

You  have  introduced  an  account  of  Fauftus,  as  denying  the  genuin«- 
ne&  of  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament.  Will  you  permit  that  grea* 
fcholar  in  facred  literature,  Michaelis,  to  tell  you  fomething  about  this 
Fauftus?  — "He  was  ignorant,  as  were  moft  of  the  African  writers, 
of  the  Greek  language,  and  acquainted  with  the  New  Teftament 
merely  through  the  channel  of  the  Latin- tranflation  :  he  wa&not  only 
devoid  of  a  (uiHcient  fund  of  learning,  but  illiterate  in  the  higbefl  de- 
gree. An  argument,  which  he  brings  againft  the  genuineneis  of  the  gof- 
pely  affords  fuflicient  ground  for  this  afiertion^  for  he  contends,  that  the 
fiofpel  of  St.  Matthew  could  not  havo  been  writ£cn  by  St.  Matthew 
himfelf,  becaufe  he  is  always  mentioned  in  the  third  perfon."  You 
know  who  has  argued  like  Fauflus,.  but  I  did  not  think  myfelf  autho- 
rifed  on  that  account  to  call  you  illiterate  in  the  highefl  degree ;  but 
Michaelis  makes  a  ftill  more  fevere  conclufion  concerning  Faudus ;  and 
lie  extends  his  obfervatioh  to  every  man  who  argued  like  him— *'A  mafi 
capable  of  fuch  an  argument  mufl  have  been  ignorant  not  only  of  the 
4Greek  writers,  the  knowledge  of  which  could  not  have  been  expc£led 
from  Fauftus,  but  even  of  the  Commentaries  of  Caefaf.  And  were  k 
thought  improbable  that  fo  heavy  a  charge  fhould  be  laid  With  judite 
ca  the  fide  of  hss  knowledge,  it  would  fall  with  double  weight  on 
the  fide  of  bis  honefty,  and  induce  us  to  luppofe,  that,  preferring  the 
arts  of  fophiftry  to  the  plainneis  of  truth,  he  maintained  opinions  which 
he  believed  to  be  falfe.'*  (Marlh^s  Tranll.)  Never  mdre,  I  thftil,  ftaH 
we  hear  of  Mofes  not  bong  the  author  of  the  Pentattuch;  on  account 
of  its  being  written  m  the  third  perfon* 

Not  being  able  to  produce  any  argument  to  render  queftionabk 
either  the  genuinenefs  or  the  authenticity  of  St.  Paul's  Epiftles,  you  tell 
us,  that  "  it  is  a  matter  of  no  great  importance  by  whom  they  were 
^written,  impethi^  writer,  whoever  he\ras,  attempts  to  prove  lus  doc* 
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trine  by  argument :  he  docs  not  pretend  to  have  been  witncfs  to  any  of 
the  fcenes  told  of  the  refurraf^ion  aind  afcenfion,  and  he  declares  that 
he  had  not  believed  them."  That  Paul  had  fo  far  refilled  the  evidenca 
which  the  Apoftles  had  given  of  the  refurreftion  and  afcenfion  of  Jefus, 
as  to  be  a  perfecutor  of  the  difcipks  of  Chrift,  is  certain ;  but  I  d^  not> 
Temember  the  place  where  he  declares  that  he  had  not  believed  thenu 
The  High  Prieft  and  the  Senate  of  the  children  of  Ifrad  did  not  deny 
the  reality  of  the  miracles,  which  had  been  wrought  by  Peter  and  thJ^ 
Apoftl^.;  they  did  not  ©om-radi^i  their  tcftimpny  concerning  the  rc- 
iurre£lioa  and  the  afcenfion;  bijt  whether  they  believed  it  or  nott. 
they  were  fired  with  indignation,  and  topk  cpunfel  to  put  the  Apoftles 
to  death :  and  this  was  alfo  the  temper  of  Paul ;  whether  he  believed  or 
^d  hot  believe  the  ftory  of  the  refurreffion,  he  wai  exceedingly  ma4 
againft  the  fcints.  The  writer  of  Paul's  Epiftles  docs  no^  attempt  to 
prove  his  do^b-ine  by  argument ;  he  m  many  places!  tells  us,  that  his 
do&ifte  was  not  taught  by  man,  or  any  invention  of  his  own,  which 
requixed  the  ingenuity  of  ar|ruinent  to  prove  it :  — t "  I  certify  y^u/bn> 
thpen,  that  the  gofpel,  i^ich  was  preached  of  me^  is  not  after  man« 
For  I  neither  received  it  of  man,  neither  was  I  lai:^ht  it,  but  by  th^ 
revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift."  Paul  does  not  pyctcnd  to  have  been  A 
witne&  of  the  Jiory  of  the  refurrefUpn,  but  he  does  much  more ;  he 
alTerts^  that  he  was  himielf  a  witneis  of  the  refurrefUbur  After  enu* 
merging  many  appearances  of  Jefus  tp  h^  difciples,  Paul  fays  of  himfelf, 
"  Laft  of  all,  he  was  fecn  q?  me  alfo,  as  one  born  out  of  due  time/' 
Whether  you  will  admit  Paul  tp  have  been  ^  true  witneis  or  not,  youi 
cannot  4eny  that  he  pretends  to  have  been  «  witneis  of  the  refurr 
reffion* 

The  ftory  of  his  being  (buck  to  the  ground,  as  he  was  journeying  to 
Damaicus^  has  nothing  in  it,  you  fay,  miraculous  or  octraoniinary ; 
you  reprdfent  him  as  ilruck  by  lightning.-«*It  is  fomewhat  extraordinar); 
for  a  man,  who  is  ftruck  by  lightning,  to  have,  at  the  very  tipM?! 
lull  pofSBJOion  of  his  underftanding  ;  to  hear  a  voice  iiTuing  frqm  th^ 
lightning,  Xpeaking  to  him  in  the  He&ew  tougue,  calling  him  by  hif 
name,  and  entering  into  converlation  with  him«  His  companion^* 
ytm  fay,  appear  not  to  have  fulFered  in^^he  fame  manner :  —  the  ^j^H^'f^ 
the  wonder.  If  it  was  a  common  (torm  of  thunder  and  lightnitig 
which  ftruck  Paul  and  all  his  companions  to  the  ground,  it  is  ibme^ 
wdut  extraordinary  that  he  alone  fhould  be  hurt ;  and  that,  notwithf 
ftanding  bis  being,  ftruck  blind  by  lightning,  he  ihould  in  oiLher  rfir 
fpe&  be  fo  little  hurt,  as  to  be  immediately  able  to  walk  into  thQioiiy 
of  Damafcus*  So  difficult  is  it  to  oppofe  truth  by  an  hypothecs !  — r In 
the  charadxx  of  Paul  you  difcover  a  great  deal  of  violence  and  fanatic 
cifm  ;  and  fuch  men,  you  obferve,  are  never  good  moral  evidences  of 
any  docfaine  they  preach,  -r-  Read,  fir,  Lord  Lyttleton*s  obfervations  on 
the  converfion  and  apoftlefhip  of  St.  Paul ;  and  I  think  you  will  be 
convinced  of  the  contrary.  That  elegant  writer  thus  expreffes  his 
opinion  on  this  fubjeft — "Befides  all  the  proofs  of  the  chriftij^n  re- 
ligion, which  may  be  drawn  from  the  piophecies  of  the  Old  Tcft3- 
ment,  from  the  neceffarv  connexion  it  has  with  the  whole  fydem  of 
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the  Jcwifh  religion,  from  the  miracles  of  Chrift,  and  from  the  cvidcnee 
given  of  his  rei'urrcftion  by  all  the  other  apoftles,  I  think  the  convcr- 
fion  and  apoftleftiip  of  St.  Paul  alone,  duly  confidcredj  is,  of  itfclf,  a 
4cmonftration  fufficicnt  to  prove  chriftianity  to  be  a  divine  revelation." 
1-  hope  this  opinion  will  have  fomc  weight  with  you  ;  it  is  not  the 
opinion  of  a  lying  Bible-prophet^  of  a  ftupid  evangelid,  or  of  an 
a  b  ab  prie(l,  — »  but  of  a  learned  liymany  whofe  iUuflrious  rank  re- 
ocived  fplendor  from  his  talents. 

'You  arc  difpleafed  with  St.  Paul  "for  fctting  out  to  prove  the  rc- 
furrc^ion  of  the  famt  body.'*  —  You  know,  I  prcfumc,  that  the  refur- 
rcQ:ion  of  the  fame  body  is  not,  by  all,  admitted  to  be  a  fcriptural  doc- 
ti-ine.  — "In  the  New  Tcftament  (wherein,  I  think,  are  contained  all 
the  articles  of  the  chhflian  faith)  I  find  our  Saviour  arid  the  Apoftlcs  to 
preach  tht  rcfurrcEion  of  the  dead,  and  the  refurreclion  from  the  dcad^  in 
many  places  ;  but  I  do  not  remember  any  pl^cc  where  the  refurreftion 
of  the  fame  body  is  fo  much  as  pentioned.**  This  obfervation  of  Mr» 
Locke  t  fe>  far  adojpt,"  as  to  deny  that  you  can  produce  atiy  place  in 
the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  wherein  he  fcts  out  to  prove  the  refurreftion  of 
the  fame  body.  I  do  not  queftion  the  poffjbility  of  £he  refurreftion  of 
the  fame  body,  arid  I  atrf  not  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  fomc 
learned  men  have  exjSlained  it ;  (fomcwhat  aficr  the  way  of  your  ve- 
getative fpeck  in  the  kernel  of  a  peach ;)  but  as  you  arc  difcrediting 
St.  Paul's  doRrine,  you  ought  to  fhew  thai  what  you  attempt  to  dif- 
credit  is  the  doftrine  of  the  Apoftle*  As  a  mattef  of  cht5ice,  you  had 
father  have  a  better  body  —  you  will' have  a  better  body,  —  "Your 
natural  body  will  be  raifeda  spiritual  body,*'  your  corruptive  will  put 
on  incorruptlon.  You  are  fo  much  out  of  humour  with  your  prcfent 
body,  that  you  inform  us,  every  animal  in  the  creation  excels  us  in 
fomething.  <  Now  I  had  always  thought,  that  the  (ingle  circumfbncc 
of  our  having  hands,  and  their  having  none,  gave  us  an  infinite  fupe* 
riority  not  only  over  infe£b,  fifties,  Ihails,  and  fpiders,  (which  you 
reprefent  as  excelling  us  in  loco-motive  powers,)  but  over  all  the  ani- 
mals of  the  creation  ;  and  enabled  us,  in  the  language  of  Cicero,  de- 
fcribing  the  manifold  utility  of  our  hands,  f o  make  as  it  were  a  new 
hature  of  things.  As  to  what  you  fay  about  the  confcioufnefs  of  ex- 
iftence  being  the  only  conceivable  idea  of  a  future  life —  it  proves  no- 
thing, either  for  or  again  ft  the  refurreftion  of  a  body,  or  of  the  fame 
body  ;  it  does  not  inforin  us,  whether  to  any  or  to  what  fubftance, 
material  or  immaterial,  this  confcioufneft  is  annexed.  1  leave  it,  how- 
ever, to  others,  who  do  not  admit  pergonal  identity  to.  confift  in  con- 
fcioufnefs, to  difpute  with  you  on  this  point,,  and  willingly  liibfcribc  to 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Locke,  "  that  nothing  but  confcioufnels  can  unite 
remote  exiftencesjnto  the  fame  perfon*'* 

.  from  a  caterpillar's  pafling  into  a  torpid  ftate  refembling  death,  and 
Afterwards  appearing,  a  fplendid  butterfly, '  and  from  the  (fuppofed)  con- 
'fcioufnefs  of  exi{lei>ce  which  tlic  animal  had  in  thefe  different  flates, 
you  afk,  Why  muft  I  believe^  that  the  rcfurredion  of  the  fame  body  is 
iieceOTary  to  continue  in  me  the  conrciournels  of  exiftence  hereafter?  — 
1  do  not  difiike  analogical  rcaibriing.  when  nnjpliedtoproper  objefts,and 
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kept  within  due  bounds  :  —  but  where  is  it  faid  in  Scripture,  that  the 
rclurreftion  of  the  fame  body  is  ncccffary  to  continue  in  you  the  con- 
fcioufnels  of  exigence  ?  Thofe  who  admit  a  confcious  ftatc  of  the  foul 
between  death  and  the  rerurre£iion,  will  contend,  that  the  foul  is  the, 
fubftance  in  which  confcioufnels  is  continued  without  interruption  :  -— 
thofe  who  deny  the  intermediate  ftate  of  the  foul  as  a  ftate  of  con* 
fcioufnefs,  will  contend,  that  confcioufncfs  is  not  deftroyed  by  death, 
but  fufpended  by  it,  as  it  is  iufpcnded  during  a  found  deep  ;  and  that  it 
may  as  eaiily  be  rcftored  after  death,  as  after  fleep,  during  which  the 
faculties  of  the  foul  are  not  extinft,  but  dormant.  —  Thofe  wha  think. 
that  the  foul  is  nothing  diftind  from  the  compages  of  the  body,  not  a 
fubflance  but  a  mere  quality,  will  maintain,  that  the  confcioufncfs  ap- 
pertaining to  every  individual  perfon  is  not  loft  when  the  body  is  de- 
{Iroycd  ;  that  it  is  known  to  God  ;  and  may,  at  the  general  refur- 
re6Uon,  be  annexed  to  any  fyftem  of  matter  he  may  think  fit,  or  to 
that  parcicular  compages  to  which  it  belonged  in  this  life. 

In  reading  your  book  I  have  been  frequently  (hocked  at  the  virulence 
of  your  zeal,  at  the  indecorum  of  your  abufe  in  applying  vulgar  and 
ofFenfive  epithets  to  men  who  have  been  held,  and  who  will  long,  I 
truft,  conynue  to  be  holden,  in  high  eftimation.  I  know  that  the  fear 
of  calumny  is  feldbm  wholly  effaced,  it  remains  long  after  the  .  wound 
is  healed;  and  your  abufe  of  holy  men  and  holy  things  will \be  i-Or 
xnembered,  when  your  arguments  againft  them  are  refuted  and  forgot- 
ten. Mofes  you  term  an  arrogant  coxcomb,  a  chief  affaflin  ;  Aaron, 
Jolhua,  Samuel,  David,  roonfters  and  impoftors ;  the  jewiih-  kings  a 
parcel  of  ralcals  *,  Jeremiah  and  the  reft  of  the  prophets,  liars ;  and 
Paul  a  fool,  for  having  written  one  of  the  fublimeft  compofitions,  and 
on  the  moft  important  fubje£l  that  ever  occupied  the  mind  of  man  -^ 
the  leffon  in  our  burial  liervice  ;  —  this  lelfon  you  call  a  doubtful  jar- 
gon, as  deftitute  of  meaning  as  the  tolling  of  the  bell  at  the  funeral.  -*«- 
Men  of  low  condition  I  prefl'cd  down,  as  you  often  are,  by  calamities 
generally  incident  to  human  nature,  and  groaning  under  burdens  of 
mifery  peculiar  to  your  condition,  what  thought  you  when  you.  heard 
this  lelTon  read  at  the  funeral  of  your  child,  your  parent,  or  your 
friend  ?  Was  it  mere  jargon  to  you,  as  deftitute  of  meaning  as  the 
tolling  of  a  bell?  —  No. — You  underftood  from  it,  that  you  would 
not  all  fleep,  but  that  you  would  all  be  changed  in  a  moment  at  the 
laft  trump  ;  you  underftood  from  it,  that  this  corruptible  muft  put  oa 
incorruption,  that  this  mortal  muft  put  on  immortality,  and  that  death 
would  be  fwallowed  up  in  viftory ;  you  underftood  from  it,  that  if 
/not with ftanding  profane  attempts  to  fubvert  your  faith)  ye  continue 
ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lprd,  your 
labour  will  not  be  in  vain. 

You  fecm  fond  of  difplaying  your  (kill  in  fcience  and  philofophy  ; 
you  fpeak  more  than  once  of  Euclid :  and,  in  cenfuring  St.  Paul,  you 
intimate  to  us,  that  when  the  apoftle  fays  —  one  ftar  differeth  from 
another  ftar  in  glory — he  ought  to  have  faid  — ■  in  diftance.  — -  All  men 
ftc  that  one  ftar  differeth  from  another  ftar  in  glory  or  brightnefs ;  but 
few  men  knaw  that  their  difference  in  brightnefs  arifes  from  their  dif- 

3X2  ference 
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ferenct  in  dHlance ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  even  you,  philoTopUer 
as  you  are,  do  not  know  it.  You  make  an  ademption  which  you  can- 
not prove -^  that  the  ftars  are  eqtuU  in  magnitude,  and  placed  at  dif- 
ferent didances  from  the  earth  ;  —  but  you  cannot  prove  that  they  are 
not  different  in  magnitude,  and  placed  at  equal  diftances,  though  none 
of  them  may  be  fo  near  to  the  earth,  as  to  have  any  (enable  annual 
parallUx.  I  beg  pardon  of  my  readers  for  touching  upon  this  fulled ; 
but  it  really  moves  one's  indignation,  to  iee  a  fmattering  in  philofophy 
urged  as  an  argument  againft  the  veracity  of  an  apoftle.  —  "  Little 
learning  is  a  d«)gerou«  thing." 

Paul,  you  fay,  afFe£b  to  be  a  naturalift  ;  and  to  prove  (you  might 
more  properly  have  faid  illuftrate)  his  fyftem  6f  refurrcftion  from  the 
principles  of  vegetation -^ « Thou  fool,"  fays  he,  "that  which  thou 
lowcft  is  not  quickened  except  it  die :  "  —  to  which  one  might  reply. 
In  his  own  language,  and  fay — "Thou  fool,  Paul,  that  which  thou 
fowcft  is  not  quickened  except  it  die  not,"  It  may  be  fccn,  I  think, 
fhom  this  paffage,  who  affe6b  to  be  a  naturalift,  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  micrpfcopical  difcoycrics  of  modern  times ;  which  were  proba* 
bly  neither  known  to  Paul,  nor  to  the  Coftnthians^  and  which,  had 
they  been  known  to  them  both,  would  have  been  of  little  ufe  in  the 
illuftration  of  the  fubje£^  of  the  refurre6lion.  Paul  faid  —  that  which 
thou  foweft  is  net  quickened  except  it  die :  — every  hufbandman  in  Co- 
rinth, though  unable  perhaps  to  define  the  term  death,  would  under- 
Aand  the  apoftle's  phralc  in  a  popular  fenfc,  and  agree  with  him  that  a 
grain  oi  wheat  muft  become  rotten  in  the  ground  before  it  could  fprout ; 
ifnd  t«liat,  as  God  railed  from  a  rottdn  grain  of  wheat,  the  roots,  the 
Hem,  the  leaves,  the  ear  of  a  ne\V  plant,  he  might  alfo  caufe  a  new 
i)ody  to  rpring  up  from  the'  rotten  carcafe  in  the  grave. — Dollar  Clarice 
T6bfcf%*es,  "  In  like  manner  as  in  every  grain  of  corn  there  is  contained  a 
minute  infenfible  feminal  principle,  which  is  itfclf  the  entire  future  blade 
«nd  ear,  and  in  due  feafon,  when  all  the  reft  of  the  grain  '%%  corrupted, 
evolves  and  unfolds  itfelf  viiibly  to  the  eye ;  fo  our  prefetot  mortal 
and  con'uptible  body  itiay  be  but  the  exuvice^  as  it  were,  df  fome 
hidden  and  at  preient  infenfible  principle,  (poflibly  the  prefent  feat  of 
\ht  foul,)  which  at  the  refurreftion  flxall  difcover  itfelf  in  its  proper 
ferm."  I  do  not  agree  with  this  great  man  (for  fuch  I  efteem  him.) 
in  this  phiiofophical  conjedure ;  but  the  Rotation  mfy  ierve  to  fhew 
you,  that  the  germ  does  not  evolve  and  unfold  itfelf  vifibly  to  the  eye 
till  all  the  reft  of  the  grain  is  corrupted  /  that  i^  in  the  language  and 
meaning  of  St.  Paul,  till  it  dits.  -^Though  the  authority  of  Jefus  may 
liave  as  little  weight  with  you  as  that  of  Paul,  yet  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  quote  to  you  our  Saviour's  expreffion,  when  he  foretels  the 
numerous'  difciples  which  his  death  would  produce —  ^*  Except  a  com 
of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground,  and  </te,  it  abideth  alone:  but  if  it  die, 
it  bringeth  forth  much  fruit."  —  You  perceive  from  this,  that  the 
Jews  thought  the  death  of  the  grain  was  neceffary  to  its  reprodu6:ion : 
—  hence  every  one  may  fee  what  little  reafon  you  had  to  obje£l  to  the 
•poftle's  popular  illuftration  of  the  poflibility  of  a  refurredion.  Had 
he  known  as  much  as  any  naturalift  in  Europe  does,  of  the  progrefs  of 
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in  animal  from  one  fttte  to  another^  as  from  a  worn  to  a  butterfly, 
(which  you  think  applies  to  the  cafe,)  I  an>  of  opinion  he  would  not 
have  ufed  that  illudration  in  preference  to  what  he  has  ufed|  which  is 
obvious  and  fatisfa&ory. 

Whether  the  fourteen  cpiftles  afcribed  to  Paul  were  written  by  him 
or  not,  is,  in  your  judgment,  a  matter  of  indifference,  —  So  far  from 
\)eing  a  thatter  of  indiffetoice,  I  confidei*  the  genuinene&  of  St,  Paul's 
epidles  to  be  a  matter  of  the  greatefl  importance ;  for  if  the  epiftles, 
afcribed  to  Paul,  werfc  written  by  him,  (and  there  is  unqueflionable 
proof  that  they  were,)  it  will  be  dif&cult  for  you,  or  for  any  man, 
upon  hir  priiiGiples  of  found  retdbning,  to  dimy  that  the  chriftian 
religion  is  true.  Thit  ttgatntat  is  a  (faort  one,  and  obvious  to  every 
capacity.  It  fbnds  thus :  *^  St.  Faul  wrote  feveral  letters  to'thofe  whom, 
in  different  countries,  he  had  converted  to  the  chriilian  faith  ;  in  ihdk 
letters  he  affirms  tw^  things;  — firftf  that  he  had  wrought  miracles  ift 
their  preience ; -^  fecondly,  that  many  of  themfelves  had  received  the 
gift  of  tongues,  and  other  miraculous  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gh«{l«  <^—  The 
perfons  to  whom  theie  letters  were  addrefTed  mufl,  on  reading  them, 
have  certainly  known,  whether  Paul  affirmed  what  was  true,  or  told  a 
plain  lie ;  they  muft  ^ve  kno¥FO,  whether  they  iiad  feen  him  work 
ipiracles ;  they  mud  have  been  confcious,  whether  they  themlelves  did 
or  did  not  poflels  any  miraculous  gifts. -^<- Now  dan  you,  or  can  any 
man,  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  Paul  (a  man  certainly  of  great  abili* 
ties)  would  have  Written  public  letters,  full  of  lies,  and  which  could 
not  fail  of  being  difcovered  to  be  lies,  as  foon  as  his  letters  were  read? 
*-*Paul  could  not  be  guilty  of  fallehood  in  thefe  two  points,  or  in  icithar 
of  them  ;  and  if  either  of  them  be  true,  the  chriflian  teligion  is  true* 
References  to  thefe  two  points  are  frequent  in  St;  Paul's  epiRles :  I  will 
mention  only  a  few.  In  his  Epiftle  to  the  Galatians,  he  fays,  (chap 
iii.  2,  5.)  "  This  only  would  I  learn,  of  you,  received  ye  the  fpirit 
(gifts  of  the  fpirit)  by  the  Works  of  the  law  ?  —  He  miniftreth  to  you 
the  fpirit,  and  worketh  miracles  ataong  you/'  —  To  the  Thcffaloniians 
he  fays,  {1  TheflT.  ch,  i.  J.)  "Out  gofocl  came  not  unto  you  hi  wtird 
only,  but  alfb  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft."**-Ta  the  Corin- 
thians he  thus  expires  himfelf :  (1  Cor.  ii.  4.)  *'  My  preaching  was 
not  ^ith  enticing  words  of  man's  wifdom,  but  in  the  demonftration.of 
the  fpirit  and  of  power ;  "  -»-  and  he  adds  the  yealbn  for  his  working 
miracles  —  '^  That  your  faith  (hould  not  ftand  in  the  wifdom  of  men, 
but  in  the  power  of  God."—- With  what  alacrity  would  the  fa^on  at 
Corinth,  which  oppofed  the  apoflle,  have  laid  hold  of  this  and  many 
fimilar  declarations  in  the  letter,  had  they  been  able  to  have  detected 
any  falfehood  in  them !  There  is  no  need  to  multiply  words  on  ib  clear 
a  point  —  the  genuincnefs  of  Paul's  Epiftles  proves  their  authenticity 
independently  of  every  other  proof ;  for  it  is  abfurd  in  the  extreme  to 
fuppofe  him,  under  circumftances  of  obvious  dete£lion,  capable  of 
advancing  wh^t  was  not  true  ;  and  if  Paul's  Epidles  be  both  genuine 
and  autlientic,  the  chridian  religion  is  true«  — Think  of  thu  argu^ 
i&cnt. 

You 
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You  clofe  your  obfervations  in  the  following  ntanner:  — 
**  Should  the  Bible  (meaning,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  the 
Old  Teftamcnt)  and  Tcftament  hereafter  fall,  it  is  not  I  that 
have  been  the  occafion."  You  look,  I  think,  upon  your  pro- 
du6tion  with  a  parent's  partial  eye,  when  you  fpeak  of  it  in  fucfc 
a  ftyle  of  felf-complacency.  The  Bible,  fir,  has  withftood  the 
learning  of  Porphyry,  and  the  power  of  Julian,  to  fay  nothing 
of  the  manichean  Fauftus  —  it  has  refifted  the  genius  of  Boling- 
brokc,  and  the  wit  of  Voltaire,  to  fay  nothing  of  a  numerous 
herd  of  inferior  aflailants  —  and  it  will  not  fall  by  your  force. 
You  have  barbed  anew  the  blunted  arrows  of  former  adverlaries ; 
you  have  feathered  them  with  blalphemy  and  ridicule ;  dipped 
them  in  your  deadlieft  poifon  ;  aimed  them  with  your  utmoft 
Ikill ;  (hot  them  againft  the  fhield  of  faith  with  your  utmoft  vi- 
gour ;  but,  like  the  feeble  jaVelin  of  aged  Priam,  they  will 
fcarcely  reach  the  mark,  will  fall  to  the  ground  withowt  a 
(Irokc, 
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[  Continued  from  page  441.  ] 

* 
CHAP.  V.  DiJIreffing  ftfuation  of  the  Reformers.  The  Light  of 
Science  and  the  Gofpel  viftted  Europe  about  the  fame  time.  Me- 
lanSihon  early  qualtjied  for  rendering  important  fervice  to  fcience* 
He  delivers  Lectures  on  the  Epijtte  to  the  Romans.  The  Jiudy  of 
the  Scriptures  loji  for  many  ages.  The  Reformers  introduce  the 
laws  of  a  jufl  Interpretation  of  Scripture,  MelanElhon  enters  upon 
the  Marriage  State.  Eminent  men  not  always  happy  in  domefiic 
Life^  Remarks  on  the  temper  and  habits  of  Jiudious  men.  Tht 
Reformers  become  more  formidable  to  their  enemies.  The  Re- 
formers are  outlawed  by  a  Bull  of  Excommunication.  Luther 
commits  the  Bull  ta  tht  flames.  Appears  b^ore  the  Diet  at  Womi* 
Cruel  Edi£f  publijhed  againfl  him.  Ef capes  the  ftorm^  and  is  con- 
cealed  in  a  flrong  Caftle.  The  Reformation  advances.  Fanaticks 
appears  during  Luther's  abfence.  MelanSfhon  contends  with  the 
Enthuftajls.     Lea  X.  dies,  he  is  fucceeded  by  Adrian  VI. 

THE  fituation  of  the  Reformers  for  many  years  was  tnily 
diftrefling  5  they  were  toft  often  by  furious  ftorms  and  tem- 
pefts  on  a  tumultuous  fca,  amidft  dangerous  rocks  and  faithlefs 
quickfands.  In  this  perilous  fituation  they  had  inevitably  perifhcd, 
had  they  not  been  diredted  to  fteer  their  courfc  by  that  bright  and 
morning  ftar,  whofe  glory  they  were  conftrained  to  keep  in  view, 

till 
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till  at  length  they  were  conduced  by  a  gracious  Providence  to 
the  defired  haven  of  evangelical  liberty  and  rcpofe.  Many  hard 
conflifts  had  they  alfo  to  endure,  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  warfare 
with  their  adverfaries :  Hence  they  were  often  Conftrained  to 
maintain  the  caufe  ot  God  in  public  difputations,  councils, 
fynods,  and  diets,  facrificing  the  quiet  and  repofe  of  their  lives 
for  the  good  of  mankind.  Got)  however,  In  compaflion  to  his 
fervants,  afibrded  them  fome  gracious  intervals,  which  they  dili-  . 
gently  employed  in  re-examining  the  dodlrines  they  had  taught, 
in  prudently  corredling  their  own  errors,  in  furnifliing  themfelves 
with  freih  arguments  from  reafon  and  fcripture,  and  in  confult- 
ing  the  early  writers  of  the  Chriftian  Church.  At  other  times, 
x^e  find  them  engaged  in  various  attempts  to  refcue  the  human 
mind  from  the  ignominious  bondage  that  had  been  introduced  by 
Papal  fuperftition,  and  Gothic  barbarifm. 

Hence  it  was  that  the  light  of  true  fcience  began  to  arife  upon 
mankind,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  light  of  the  Gofpel  revifited 
Europe.  We  owe  much  to  the  Reformers  therefore  for  their 
labours  in  reviving  ufeful  knowledge,  and  in  rpftoring  found 
learning.  Melandthon  in  particular  has  a  juft  claim  to  our  gra-t 
titude  in  this  refpe<ft. 

Some  inftances  of  the  early  pregnancy  of  his  genius  have  been 
already  given,  inore  might  have  been  added.  Thefe,  Erafmus 
itiforms  us,  were .  accompanied  with  a  modeft,  unaffuming  de* 
poitment.  By  perfeverance  and  application  (without  which  the 
early  blofToms  of  genius  commonly  perifh)  MelanAhon  was  foon 

fualified  to  render  fome  important  fervices  to  learning  and  fcience. 
le  firft  began  with  feparating  the  gold  from  the  drofs,  and  fet 
himfelf  accurately  to  difcriminate  between  the  light  and  fpe- 
cious  parts  of  learning,  and  thofe  which  are  folid  and  truly  va- 
luable. To  the  vanity  of  ufelefs  learning  he  was  juftly  an  enemy; 
out  at  the  fame  time  he  knew  how  to  appreciate  fuch  branches  of 
fcience  as  tend  to  ennoble,  enlarge  and .  ftrengthen  the  human 
Tnlnd.  He  then  proceeded  to  corred  the  errors,  and  to  remove 
the  hindrances  which  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  improvement. 
This  led  him  to  an  important  undertaking.  He  refolved  to  make 
a  vigorous  attempt  at  reforming  the  fciences  themfclves.  Thefc 
^Cfc,  at  that  time,  in  a  difordered  and  chaotic  ftate,  encum- 
wcd  with  many  idle  appendages,  and  delivered  in  a  barren, 
^0^>  and  irregular  manner,  Melanfthon  determined  to  reduce 
thep  to  order,  to  rejedt  what  was  fuperfluous,  to  fupply  what 
wa&  defedlive,  and  to  form  them  into  regular,  natural,  and  ufc- 
^ul  fyiicms.  He  entered  upon  this  work  in  151 8,  and  continued 
gradually  to  advance  in  it  during  the  fpace  of  feveral  ye^ris,  im- 
proving the  intervals  allowed  him  from  the  more  important  la- 
Qouts  of  the  Reformation.    To  this  fource  we  muft  refer  the 

more 
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more  accurate  and  pcrfeft  ftate  pf  fcichcc  that  has  fincc  prevailed 
in  Europe. 

In  I5a0|  Melanfihon  delivered  a  courfe  of  L^diires  pn  the 
Epiftle  to  the  Romans.  Thcfe  wer^  yvbli(hc4>  without  his 
knowledge,  fome  time  after,  By  the.  ^al  of  Lutt^pFn  wl^  judged 
it  neceiTary  for  the  general  good,  ta  faqrigcQ  tbe  Laws  of  privats 
frlendihip.  In  a  preface,  however,  to  tbi?  edition,  Luther  in^ 
formed  the  world,  and  NfelaniShon  aKQ»  m  a  moft  refpedful 
manner,  what  he  judged  of  him  as  a  Coixmeqtsitoj  of  the 
writings  of  St.  Paul. 

The  ftudy  of  the  Scriptuf^  hs4  ^^n  fliamf fully  negleded  for 
many  ages.  Amongft  the  anpienf^,  Je.rom^  and  Theodoret  had 
eminently  didinguilh^  th^mfelves,  ipr  their  (kill  and  abili^  in 
interpreting  the  lacred  Writi|ig$ :  And>  ^qfore  their  time,  Ongen 
had  given  many  fpecimens  of  iacred  oriticifmf  worthy  of  his 
great  genius  and  erudition.  But  notwithstanding  the  many  fine 
and  valuable  illuftrations  of  Scripture,  that  xwf  he  feleded 
from  their  writings,  they  abound  with  inftanccs  of  mVftical  and 
allegorical  interpretation,  which  are  Juilly  confidered  as  a  great 
(deifedbyifhe  m6dems.  This  vein  of  allegory  was  immediately 
derived  from  the  Platonifts,  from  wjiom  it  IJkewife  defcendc^  to 
the  Jewi(h  Cabbalifts. 

From  the  time  of  Thcophyladl,  to  that  of  Erjifmus  (whofe 
Paraphrafe  on  the  New  Teftament  forms  i|  kind  of  epitome  of 
what  is  moft  valuable  in  the  ancients)  fcarcely  in>y  thing  worthy 
of  regard,  had  appeared  in  the  way  pf  expofition  on  the  facrc4 
Scriptures.  The  Reformers  having  revived  the  ftudy  of  the 
Bible,  introduced  the  method  of  interpreting  by  a  juft  attention 
to  the  analogy  of  faith.  They  taught  mankind  to  illuftratc  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets,  by  the  Writings,  of  the  Evangclifts  and 
Apoftlcs.  And  while  they  guarded,  on  the  one  hand,  agsunft 
allcgorixing,  on  the  other,  by  the  applicatipn  of  a  found  and 
temperate  criticifm  to  the  original  text,  they  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  legitimate  interpretation  of  Scripture,  an4  opened  the  waj 
to  fuch  acceflions  of  biblical  knowledge,  as  entitles  them  to  the 
confideration  of  being  the  fathers  of  f|^cr.ed  criticiiin  to  the 
modems. 

Of  the  apoftolical  writings,  the  Epiftlc  to  the  Romans  is  de- 
fervedly  efteemed  the  moft  important,  as  it  contains  an  infpirnl 
demonftration  of  the  principal  dofirines  of  the  Gofpel.  And  it 
was  with  propriety,  confidered  by  the  Reformers,  as  a  key  to  the 
whole  Scripture,  and  containing  the  confeffion  of  all  truly  cvan- 

Slical  churches.     It  appears,  therefore,  to  have  been  at  once 
ifonable  and  judicious  in  Melandhon,  at  a  time  when  the  wctfld 
jwis  juft  emerging  out  of  paps^l  darknpfs,  to  apply  himfelf  ft)tft« 

illuftration 
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illuftmrion  of  that  Epiftle.  From  a  further  qorkvidion  of  the 
i^cceillty  of  awakening  the  attention  of  mankind  to  thofe  great 
truths,  he  publifhed  in  the  fame  year.  An  Exhortation ,  to  the 
Study  of  the  DoiShine  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  delivered  by  St.  Paul. 

We  find  Melandlhon,  by  the  advice  and  influcjice  of  Luther^ 
Ihortly  after  this,  entered  upon  the  marriage  ftatc.  His  wife 
M^as  an  amiable  and  pious  ^oman,  by  i^hom  he  had  two  fons 
and  two  daughters.  It  will  perhaps  excite  fome  curiofity  in  the 
reader  to  know  how  Melan£^hon  acquitted  himfelf  in  this  new 
relation  ;  as  it  is  commonly  obferved,  that  eminent  men  are  not 
always  happy  in  domeftic,  or  in  focial  life.  It  is  not  cafy,  in 
fome  inj^ances,  to  account  for  this,  and  certainly  there  have  been 
many  exceptions.  Great  men,  fometimes  poffefs  the  focial  quali- 
ties in  an  eminent  degree,  and  many  of  them  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  laws  of  a  juft  and  generous  benevolence.  It  is  true, 
that  men  who  lead  a  very  ftudious  IJfe,  often  acquire  an  appear- 
ance of  abflra^lednefs  and  referve,  a  circumftance  of  which  they 
are  not  always  fufiicientiy  confcious*  Long  and  intenfe  appli- 
cation, (without  which  lio  man  can  ever  attain  to  real  eminence) 
cboimonly  produces  habits  of  apparent  inattention  ^tnd  'neg^e6i:y 
and  this  is  often  the  cafe  with  men  who  are  other^vife  of  a^ 
obliging,  frank,  and  benevolent  temper.  Hence  pain  and  offence 
are  fometimes  unavoidably  given,  when  nothing  of  the  kind  was 
ever  intended.  But  of  fuch  men,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  when^ 
ever  they  are  fairly  drawn  out  in  converfatiori,  all  this  imper- 
ceptibly vanifhes,  and  a  bright  difFufion  of  generous  and  glowing 
fentiments  fucceeds,  like  the  rifing  fun  difperfing  thofe  mifts  and 
clouds,  which  obfcurc  its  glories,  while  its  beams  diffufc  light 
and  joy  to  all  around.  Of  Mclan6lhorf,  however,  it  may  be 
truly  affirmed,  that,  with  the  excellent  Haller,  Sir  Thomas 
More,  and  fome  other  great  men,  he  was  amiable  fai  focial 
and  domeftic  life ;  fufficient  proof  of  this  will  be  found  in  it^ 
proper  place. 

From  thofe  exalted  friendfhips  which  ennoble  and  relieve  the 
heart  of  ipan,  we  muft  now  turn  our  thoughts  to  the  thorny  paths 
of  ccclefiaftical  ftrife,  to  the  gloom  of  cruel  bigotry,  and  perfecu- 
tion.  .  From  the  death  pf  Maximilian,  who  was  devoted  to  the 
Pope,  to  the  tijne  that  the  young  emperor  Charles  V.  entered 
upon  the  exercife  of  imperial  power,  the  friends  of  the  Refor- 
mation enjoyed  a  pleafing  calm.  But  this  was  fhortly  to  be  at 
an  end.  The  favourers  of  Luther  and  his  principles  increalSd 
from  every  quarter,  and  the  Reformers  by  receiving  daily  new 
acceffions  of  light  and  ftrcngth  |)egail  to  be  truly  formidable  to 
tfieir  adverfaries. 

Vo*.  X%.  Oa.  1797.  '  The  ' 
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The  policy  of  the  church  of  Rome  therefore  meditated  a  dc- 
cifivc  blow,  in  hope  of  crufhing  the  Reformation  at  once.  In 
order  to  accomplifh  their  defign  more  efFeSually,  a  Bull  of  Ex- 
communication, dated  June  15,  1520,  was  publilhed  with  all 
due  formalitie39  againft  Luther,  his  abettors  and  followers  :  In 
whrch  all  perfons  were  forbidden  to  read  his  writings  on  pain  of 
excommunication.  Luther  was  not  only  condemned  and  out- 
lawed as  a  heretic,  but  likewife  all  his  followers  and  protcdors, 
whom  all  the  princes  and  fubjeds  of  the  empire  were  required 
to  fcize  and-  deliver  into  the  h^ds  of  juftice,  unlefs  they  pub- 
licly renounced  their  errors,  and  burnt  their  books  within  fixty 
days. 

This  Bull  was  with  impolitic  cruelty  delivered  to  Eccius,  the 
tnortal  enemy  of  Luther,  in-  commiffion  with  whom  Aleander 
was  joined,  as  the  Pope's  Nuncio.  Thefe  were  charged  to 
*fte  it  put  in  execution.  After  it  had  been  duly  prcfented  to  the 
Eled^or  0/  Saxony,  Aleander  waited  on  his  Highnefs,  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  had  two  things  to  requeft  of  him,  in  the 
Pope's  name  ;  The  firft  was,  that  he  would  caufe  all  Luther's 
books  to  bcfburnt ;  the  fecond,  that  he  (hould  either  put  him  to 
death,  or  imprifoh  him,  or  laftly  fend  him  to  the  Pope. 

The  wary  Eleiftor  refufed  to  comply  with  any  of  thefe  rcqui- 
fitions.  And  in  a  reply  that  was  delivered  to  the  Nuncio,  he 
jemarked,  that  neither  the  Pope  por  the  Emperor,  had  made  it 
appear  that  there  were  fiich  things  in  Luther's  writings  as  that 
they  deforved  to  be  burnt.  That  it  was,  moreover,  his  defire, 
that  the  caufe  (hould  be  referred  to  fome  impartial,  learned,  and 
pious  judges:  —  At  4he  fame  time  the  Eleftor  declared,  that 
.when  Luther  was  confuted  by  folid  aiguments  taken  out  of 
^ripture,  he  would  be  careful  not  to  proted  a  perfon  unworthy 
of  it.  ... 

The  Pope  at  the  fame  time,  with  as  little  fuccefej.  fent  a  brief 
to  the  Univcrfity  of  Wittemberg,  exhorting  the  members  of  it  to 
put  his  Bull  in  execution.  The  Students  and  Profeflbrs  unani- 
moufly  rejedled  it  with  difdain.  Luther  now  had  too  much 
rcafon  to  complain  of  the  impiety  and  cruelty  of  the  Pope,  whom 
Jic  ojDcnly  declared  to  be  the  Man  of  Sin,  and  the  great  Anti- 
chriu,  and  finding  that  his  books  had  been  burnt  in  various 
places,  having  aflembled  the  members  of  the  Univerfity,  in  a 
large  field  near  Wittemberg,  he  committed  the  Bull  of  Excom- 
munication, together  w^ith  the  whole  body  of  the  Cannon  Law, 
to  the  flames,  in  the  prefence  of  a  vaft  concourfe  of  fpeftators. 
This  ad  will  undoubtedly  be  confidered  in  a  very  different  light 
by  different  perfons.  To  fay  the  leaft,  it  .ha§  too  much  the  ap- 
pearance of  human  paffion  mingling  itfelf  with  religiotfs  aeal. 

But 
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Bqt  where  ihall  we  find  the  man    who  is  always  fufficiei|tly  on 
his  guard  againft  the  frailty  of  human  nature? 

The  enmity  and  rcfentment  of  the.  See  of  Rome  could  not  fail 
to  increafe.  Leo  exhorted  the  Empferof  to  (hew  himfclf  the 
patron  and  defender  of  the  Church.  Charles  therefore  willing 
at  once  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  Pope,  and  to  gratify  his 
own  catholic  fubjeifts,  fummoned  a  Diet,  or  general  Affemblj^ 
of  the  States,  to  meet  at  Worms,  early  in  the  Year  1521.     '     ■ 

After  feme  deliberations  had  taken  place,  refpedling  the  po- 
litical affairs  of  the  empire,  Luther  was  fummoned  to  appear 
before  the  Diet,  and  to  give  an  account  of  his  writings  and  his 
opinions.  A  fafe  condud  was  tranfmitted  to  him  from  the  Em*, 
peror,  who  commanded  his  Herald  to  condudl  him  to  Worms* 
Many  of  his  friends  met  him  on  the  road,  and  with  tears  in- 
treated  him  to  return.,  Others  reminded  him  of  the  death  of 
John  Hufs.  Luther  with  great  firmnefs  rejeded  their  importu*- 
nities^  and  told  them,  that  fuch  fuggeftions  proceeded  from 
Satan,  who  fain  wopld  prevent  him  from  making  an  open  pro- 
feffion  of  the  faith,  on  this  important  Qccaiion,  as  he  forefaw 
that  his  kingdom  would  fall.  "  Lain  lawfully  called  to  thajc 
city,  faid  he,  and  thither  will  I  go,  and  defend  the  truth,  ifi 
the  Name  of  the  Lord,  though  I  find  as  many  devils  there,  as 
there  are  tiles  upon  the  houfes."  On  the  road  he  compofed 

one  of  his  fineft  hymns,  expreflive  of  his  confidence  in  God« 

Luther  arrived  at  this  place, 'April  i6th,  and  received  an 
order,  to  appear  before  the  Diet,  the  day  following,  at  four  in 
the    afternoon.       While  he   was    conduced  to  this  awful  .trr- 

'  bunal,  fome.  admoniflied  him  not  to  fear,  others  reminded  him 
of  thofe  encouraging  words  of  our  Lord,  "  Ye  fhall  be  brought 
before  'go\/ernors  and  kings  for  my  fake  ;  — but  when  they  de- 
liver you  up,  take  no  thought  how  or  what  ye  (hall  fpeak  ;  for 
it  (hall  be  given  you  in  the  fame  hour,  what  ye  (hall  fpeakJ'* 
The  behaviour  of  Luther  on  this  folemn  occafion  was  calm,  re- 
collefted,  and  firm.  Two  quef^ions  were  propofed  to  him  by 
the  Orator  of  the  Empire  :  Firft,  Whether  he  acknowledged  thofe 
books,  pointing  to  the  ground,  to  be  written  by  him.  Secgndly, 
Whether  he  would  retradj  auny  thing  contained  in  them,  or  not'? 
To  the.  firft  he  prudently  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  acknow- 

.  ledge  any  writings  before  they  were  fpecified  to  him.  The  t-itl'es 
^ere  then. read:  Luther  faid,  "  I  acknowledge  thpfe  books  p 
have  been  written  by  me  :  But  with  refpe6l  to  the  fecond  quef- 
tion,  Whether  I  will  maintain  or  retradl  what  is  written  in  them, 
^  it  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft  confcquence,  I  requeft  fome  time 
^0  cpnfider  of  it,  that  1  may  do  nothing  ra(hly  or  contrary  to  my 
<^nfq?nce."     ^fter  a  (hort  deliberation,  he  was  informed,  that 

3  Y  a  hi$ 
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his  rccfueft  was  granted,  but  that  he  muft  appear  again,  it  the 
fame  hour,  the  following  day. 

The  I^ict  being  accordingly  rcraflembled,  the  Orator  de- 
manded, What  wa«  his  determination  ?  Luther  then  addreffing 
himfelf  to  th«  throne,  and  rclpeftfuUy  turning  to  the  States  of 
-the  Empire>  requcfted  thit  it  might  be  obferved,  That  the 
books,  in  qaellion^  were  of  three  Kinds  :  The  firft  relating  to 
faith  and  piety.  "  Thefe,  faid  he,  I  cannot  retraA,  without 
being  guilty  of  p^-ofanenefe.  The  fercond  are  written  againft  the 
Roman  Pontiff,  and  cbntaih  a  refutation  of  the  doflrines  taught 
hy  the  Papifts.  If  I  fhoiild  retraS  thefe  I  (hall  ftrengthen  their 
tyranny.  The  third  tlafs,  Contains  fonfte  anfwers  to  particular 
perfohs,  Vho  haVe  defended  the  corruptions  of  the  Church  of 
flome.  In  thele,  I  confefs^  that  t  hive  fometimes  ufed  too 
ftittch  Acrimony  and  Vehemence  ;  for  I  acknowledge  that  I  am 
ijut  a  tnan  and  liablne  to  err  ;  yet  neither  can  I  renounce  thefe, 
•left  a  door  Ihotlld  be  thtoWn  open  to  the  infolence  of  many  other 
inch  of  A  like  fpirit.**  The  Orator  then,  with  a  ftern  counte- 
nahcie,  requiring  a  6\re6i  anfwer,  Luther  replied>  "  Unlefs  I  am 
tionvihccd  by  reafort  and  fcripture,  1  cannot  recant  any  thing  that 
I  have  written  or  tiught."  lie  condtided  by  pronouncing  thefe 
Wiemorablc  ^ord»  :  "  if  ere  I  Jlakdz  I  can  do  no  atherwi/e :  God 
hilp  irte!  JfneH."  Perfiftirtg  in  this  anfwer,  he  withdrew.  How 
won^derftil  ate  the  fenergie^  6f  the  human  mind  when  under  the 
.powcrfiil  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ! 

Thfe  magnanimity  of  Luther  utterly  confounded  all  the 
•fcheni€5  T)f  his  adVetfiiries.  Sorne  of  the  Popifh  Legates,  and 
xther  Eitiiflaries  of  the  Church  of  Rome  prefTed  the  Emperor  to 
follow  the  example  oiF  the  Council  of  Cqnftance.  Charles  re- 
plied to  this  horrid  fuggdlion^  with  honeft  indignation,  "  I  will 
not  blufli  with  Sigifmund,  my  predec^ffor ;  "  difdaining  to  vio- 
late the  public  faith  as  had  been  the  cafe  at  the  Council  of  Con- 
•  ftance,  an  hundred  years  before,  when  John .  Hufs,  was  cruelly 
put  to  death,  notwithftanding  the  imperial  Safe-condud. 

Lu£her  "was  perntitted  therefore  to  return  in  fafety.    But  ti^idiin 
z  few  days  after  his  departure,  his  enemies  prevailed  fo  far>  as  to 
obtain  the  publication  of  a  fevere  Edift,  in  the  nAme  of  the 
Emperor,  by  the  authority  of  the  Dietj  depriving  him  of  all 
the  privileges  he  was  entitled  to  as  a  fubjedl  of  the  Empire,  for- 
bidding any  Prince  to  harbour  or  prote(3;  him,  and  requiring  all 
to  feize  his  perfon,  as  foon  as  the  tetm  of  one  and  twenty  days, 
fpecified.  in  his  protedion,  ftiould  expire,     Thd  objed  of  this 
,  jCrucl  edia  was  mar>ifeft  to  all,  fo  that  from  the  expiration  of  the 
.  term  of  ©ne  and  twenty  days,  he  was  to  be  confidered  as  ac- 
.  •  •  tually 
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ttially  under  the  fcntcnce  of  death.  He  was  ho\vev€r  rtkucd  bf 
a  bold  ftratagem  of  his  frhsnd  the  Ele<Slor  of  Saxony,  who  had 
fecretly  given  orders  that  a  party  of  Korfe  (hould  be  ready  t» 
fcize  him  on  his  return,  and  to  convey  him  in  fafety  to  War- 
l>urg9  a  ftrong  caAle,  near  Eifenach,  fituate  in  mountainous 
forefts.  In  this  caftle  he  Uiy  cor\cealed  for  fome  timei  as  the 
Elector  judged  that  it  would  be  impofFible  otherwife  to  favc 
his  life. 

While  Luther  was  at  Warburg,  Leo  X.  who  had  cited  him 
to  Appear  before  an  earthly  tribunal,  was  himfelf  called  to  the 
tribunal  of  God.  His  fuccefTor  Adrian  VI,  though  a  man  of  a 
different  charadter,  neverthelefs  adopted  the  meafures  of  his  prc«- 
deceflbr,  with  refpeS;  to  the  Reformers. 

Luther's  confinement  anfwered  fevcral  important  ends,  and 
was  over-ruleU  for  the  furtherance,  of  the  GofpcL  In  this 
Patmos,  as  he  pleafantly  termed  it,  ~  he  employed  himfelf  in 
making  a  veriion  of.  the  Pfalms,  and  in  preparing  a  tranflation 
of  the  whole  New  Teftament.  At  other  times,  he  relieved  his 
mind  by  writing  to  his  friends.  In  a  letter  to  MelanShon,  he 
fays,  "  As  it  wa^  never  my  own  will  to  preach,  fo  I  have  great 
peace  now  I  am  excluded  from  it.  But  who  knows  what  cad 
Chrift  may  have  in  this  ?  We  have  often  talked  of  faith ;  now 
let  us  make  the  trial  of  it.  If  I  perifh,  the  Gofpel  will  not 
perifh  ;  in  which  you  fucceed,  as  Eliflia  to  Elijah.  And  may 
the  Lord  Jefus  give  you  a  double  portion  of  his  Spirit !  " 

The  Reformation,  however,  fenfibly  advanced  and  extended 
to  feveral  cities  of  Germany,  particularly  in  Saxony.  It  gained 
ground  fo  fall  at  Wittembcrg,  that  many  important  changes 
were  introduced,  during  the  abfence  of  Luther.  The  Monks 
were  permitted  to  leave  their  Monafteries,  and  to  difpcnfe  with 
their  vows  ;  the  images  were  thrown  down,  and  the  altars  re- 
moved ;  auricular  confeffion  and  private  mafies  were  abolMhed ; 
the  cup  was  reftored  to  the  people  in  the  Lord's  Supper  :  And 
Bernard  Veltkirck,  pallor  of  Kenbergen,  near  Wittcmberg, 
having  firft  afferted  his  right  to  the  Marriage-union,  Julius  Jonas, 
and  others,  foon  followed  his  example. 

Some  of  thefe  things,  however,  were  conduced  in  fo  ralh  and 
intemperate  a  manner,  that  dangerous  confequences  were  juftly 
apprehended.  And  further  occafion  was  given  to  the  enemy,,  by 
the  extravagant  condudt  of  certain  'fanatics,  who  had  mingled 
themfelves  with  the  little  flock  at  Wittemberg.  Profelfing  to 
have  received  uncommon  revelations  by  the  miniftry  of  angels, 
^nd  a  higher  kind  qf  infpiration,  they  paid  little  attention  to  th^ 
written  word.  At  the  fame  time,  they  difregarded  the  eUa- 
blllhcd  laws  Otf   Society,   and  that  juft  decorum,    which  is  fo 

pieafing 
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pleafing  to  God  atid  fo  profitable  to  men  ;  behaving  in  an  abfun{y 
tumultuous  and  irregular  manner.  Thefe  things  neceflfarily  oc« 
cafipned  great  dilienfions,  and  offences  were  daily  multiplied. 

Such  diforders  could  not  fail  to  diftrefs  the  mind  of  Luther, 
who  determined,  though  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  inftantly  to 
return  to  his  poft  ;  and  to  commit  himfelf,  his  friends  and  his 
all,  to  God.  Mean  while,  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  MelancShon  iq 
contend  with  thefe  vifionary  men.  It  is  natural,  however,  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  conteft  between  rational  piety  and  cnthufiaftic 
wildnefs,  muft  have  been  very  unequal.  Nothing,  however, 
<hould  deter  good  men*  from  diicharging  their  duty.  Luther  had 
the  confolation  to  find  that  the  greater  part  of.  thefe  men  left  the 
city  on  his  retury.  In  the  courfc  of  a  few  years  it  will  be  fccn, 
however  that  their  excefles  involved  them  in  a  dreadful  catafirophe. 
[  To  b€  continued*  ] 

LETTERS. 

From  Mr.  Gborce  C;.ark,  to  Mrs.  Downs. 

My  dear  Sifter,  London,  Sept.  6,  1776. 

I  Know  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  Trgth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus,  and  have  witneffed  the  powerful  effefts  of  it  in  your 
own  foul.'  You  were  juftified  freely  by  faith,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  by  the  power  of  his  grace 
you  obtained  the  vifitory  over  the  defires  of  the  carnal  mind. 
I  ou  well  remember,  that  after  the  Lord  had  given  you  a  clear 
manifeftation  of  ^is  Love,  you  found  fomething  ftill  in  you 
which  oppofcd  the  reign  of  the  holy  Jefus  ;  and  you  know  how 
exceedingly  difficult  you  found  it  to  conquer  tour  own  will,  and 
the  powers  of  darknefs,  as  well  as  your  remaining  unbelief. 

While  we  continue  to  watcfh  and  pray,  and  live  in  the  exercife 
cf  faith,  we  Ihalbnot  be  overcome,  but  ihall  go  on  from  ftrcngth 
to  ftrength.  Yet  the  nearer  we  live  to  God,  the  more  clearly 
we  fee  what  remains  in  our  hearts  contrary  to  his  will ;  and 
when  we  fuppofe,  that  this-  or  the  other  finful  propenfity  is  fo  far 
fubdued,  that  we  fliall  not  be  troubled  with  it  any  more,  we  fee 
it  again  lift  up  its  head,  and  become  more  grievous  than  ever: 
And  although,  we  may  faft  and  pray,  and  do  all  in  our  power, 
yet  we  fhall  find  that  were  we  to  live  in  this  way  for  four-fcorc 
years,  it  would  not  be  fufficient  for  the  entire  fawaification  of 
our  fouls.  But  when  the  mind  is  fully  enlightened,  fo  that  wc 
difcover  all  our  remaining  depravity,  and  when  wc  rightly  un- 
derftand  the  full  meaning  of  that  bleffed  word,  "  By  grace  ye 
are  faved  through  faith,**  then  wc  fee  an  open  door  of  hope. 

This  is  the  way  which  the  infinitely  wife  and  blefled  God 
hath  appointed,  in  order  to  glorify  the  riches  ef  his  grace,  to 
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hiimblc"th*  f>ridc  of  mani  and  to  take  away  that  defireof  rndc* 
pcndcnce,  which  is  too  often  found,  even  in  thofe  who  are  blefled 
with  a  meafure  of  grace.  Here  the  conteft  between  nature  and 
grace  begitis.  Satan  and  our  own  evil  hearts  would  have  m  put 
off  the  complete  fan6lificttion  till  death  :  But  God,  who  is  rich 
in  mercy,  will  Qiew  us,  that  it  is  his  will  we  0iould  be  fully 
iaved  in  this  life,  —  that  this  great  Work,  (hall  be  wrought  in  us 
by  the  power  of  his  bleffed  Spirit,  —  sind  that  with  regard  to 
time,  a  day  or  a  moment,  with  him,  is  the  fame  as  a  thoufan^ 
years.  And  fo  great  is  his  mercy  and  love,  that  in  thofe  who 
experience  this  bleffed  work,  there  is  the  clear  witnefs  of  the 
word  and  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  fame  as  in  juftification. 

With  refpeS  to  the  fruits  of  this  glorious  change  :  —  We  (hall 
be  delivered  fiiom  thslt  pervcrfe  felf-will,  pride,  and  evil  defirc, 
which  till  then  were  fo  exceedingly  troublefome  to  us.  The  en- 
mity t)f  the  cat^nil-mind  is  gone,  not*  is  there  the  leaft  incli- 
nation to  depart  from  the  ways  of  God*  Unbelief  is  alfo  con- 
quered, and  the  promifes  which  relate  to  the  full  recoveiy  of  the 
image  of  God,  are  laid  qi^ite  open  ;  nor  is  there  any  fear,  but 
we  (hall  attaih  them.-  It  is  now  that  we  .properly  ceafe  frpm  |iU 
dependence  upon  our  pwn  works,  becaufe  wc  do  all  in*  the  fpiril 
and  power  of  Chrift,  with  whom  we  live  in  holy  fellowftiip. 
We  feel  a  fervent  defire  that  God,  in  all  things,  may  be•gtori^ 
fied ;  and  efpecially  that  his  Word  may  be  believed,  by  the 
thoufands  who  are  already  born  into  his  family.  And  as  our 
affeSions  arc  duly  regulated,  and  fixed  upon  their  proper  objefts^ 
fo  our  will  is  fubjeft  to  the  will  of  God,  becaufe  we  fee  his  will 
to  br*holy,  juft,  and  good.  It  is  true,  our  will  may  (lill  be 
acted  upon  by  evil,  as  well  as  good  fpirits,  and  we  may  chufe  ojr 
refufe,  pleafure  or  pain  ;  we  may  take  up  the  crpfs  chearfully, 
or  we  may  in  particular  cafes,  feel  fome  reluiSance..  Were  it 
not  fo,  the  difciple  would  be  above  his  Mafter,  and  the  fervant 
above  his  Lord.  By  not  properly  attending  to  this,  fome  have 
•laid  themfelves  open  to  the  enemy  to  tempt  them  to  think,  that 
diey  never  could  fall,  and  they  have  imagined  that  Chrift  was 
fo  fully  formed  in  them,  that  they,  (hould  (land,  independently 
of  receiving  continual  fupplies  of  grace  from  him. 

Thofe  alfo  greatly  miftake,  who  affirm,  **  That  wc  (et  our* 
felves  tq)on  a' level  with  Chrift,  if  we  fay  that  we  have  no  more 
fin  to  be  cleanfed  from,  and  that  we. need  the  merit  of  his  death 
no  more,  if  we  ar^  compleatly  holy.'*  The  work, wrought  in 
^s,  is  undoubtedly  very  great,  and  great  are  the  privileges  at- 
tending it :  but  although  we  are  cleanfed  from  all  fihhinefs  of 
fie(h  and  fpirit,  yet  we  have  not  perfefted  hoHnefs  ittithe  fear  oF 
God.  We  are  likewife  fubjed  to^  miftakcs;  and  have  many 
^eakneflfes  and  infirmities  ;  And  befides,  as  wc  now  life  nearer 
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to  Goo  than  ever,  he  gives  us  to  fee  a*  we  never  diii  before,  alt 
oor  defeats,  and'alfo  to  mourn  over  them.  It  is  a  wonder  to 
me,  that  there  (hould  be  any  experienced  Chriftian  who  is  in- 
fenfible  of  this,  whatever  degree  of  hoUnefs  he  has  attained. 
Our  Lord  himfelf  was  fubjedl  to  hunger  and  thirft,  to  wearinefs 
and  pain.  He  certainly  felt  the  reproach  and  contempt  which 
irere  poured  upon  him.  And  as  he  was  tempted  in  all  points  as 
we  now  are,  no  doubt  but  he  felt  the  weight  of  thofc  tempta- 
tions. But  aid  this  render  him  lefs  pleafing  to  his  heavenly 
Father  ?  Or  did  thofe  teniptaticms  in  any  degree  defile  his  holy 
foul  ?  It  may  be  anfwered,  that  thefe  were  part  of  his  fufferings 
hf  which  be  made  an  atonement  for  fin.  Very  true  ;  but  has  he 
not  aifo,  in  thefe  afflictions,  left  us  an  example  of  patiently  fuf- 
fering  the  will,  of  God,  fo  that  neither  our  holinefs  nor  our 
happinefs  may  be  hindered  thereby.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  we 
may  then  fay,  in  a  found  fcriptural  fenfe,  *^  I  will  glory  in  my 
infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Chrift  may  reft  upon  me,"  fo  that 
I  may  be  wholly  faved  by  him. 

What  then  is  our  work,  who  have  received  this  great  fal- 
"vation  ?  Undoubtedly,  to  walk  worthy  of  our  high  and  holy 
calling,  in  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs  ;  being  always  ready  to 
receive  inftru<^ion  from  any  of  the  fervants  of  God,  fenfiblc 
fhat  we  as  yet  know  little  of  ourfelves,  of  God,  or  of  his 
word  and  works*  Let  us  keep  at  the  utmoft  diilahce  from  think- 
ing highly  of  ourfelves,  refifting  the  very  firft  motion  of  any 
thing  that  looks  like  pride.  For  if  we  fufFer  the  light  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  (hine  into  our  minds,  we  fhall  fee  that  we  are 
ftill  poor,  weak,  needy  creatures,  who  want  all  the  help  we  can 
get,  either  from  God  or  man.  The  confideratxon  of  this,  will 
j^ender  Chrift  ftill  more  precious,  and  caufe  us  to  fink  into  noi> 
thing  before  him. 

My  dear  friend^  endeavour  to  drink  deep  into  the  love  of  Gop. 
Keep  clofe  to  him  in  prayer.  Highly  value  the  light  you  re- 
ceive  from  above.  Follow  this  heavenly  guide,  and  you  (hall 
not  wander  from  the  path  of  life,  but  be.fwcetly  led,  and  fafely 
guided  through  the  wildernefs  of  this  vain  world,  till  you  are 
brought  to  fee  and  adore  the  great  Author  of  your  Salvation, 
and  to  praife  God  and  the  Lamb  for  ever.  I  am,  your  affec- 
tioi)ate  Brother,  Geo&ge  Cf.Ai^K* 

From  Mr.  Gsorge  Clark>  to  Mr.  Wm,  G — r-*N. 
Dear  Brother,  London,  Dec.   15,  lySr. 

IF  as  yap  fay,  you  have  got  no  fpiritual  acquaintance  to  con- 
verfe  freely  with,    I  tenderly  fympathixe  with  you ;   as  I 
IM)ow  by  experipncp  that  the  advantage  of  chriftian  ponycrfetion 
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is  very  gtcat :  But  I  think  your  wife,  in  this  particular,  will 
have  the  greateft  trial ;  and  therefore  the  little  time  you  are  with 
her,  you  fhould  endeavour,  by  prayer  and  loving  exhortation, 
to  ftrengthen  her  hands  in  the  Lord)  which  would  greatly  help 
to  ftrengthen  yourfelf  at  the  fame  time.  You  fllould  remember, 
that  with  refpeft  to  the  miniftry,  you  follow  the  Order  of  JProvi^ 
dence,  and  (he  follows  you,  qonfidercd  as  her  hufband ;  there- 
fore fhe  has  more  to  fufFer,  and  to  give  up,  'than  you  :  In  this 
you  (hould  encourage  her,  and  on  every  occafion  treat  her  with 
all  poffible  tendernefs^  as  (he  has  no  one  to  flee  to  but  you*. 

If  you  could  only  fee  and  judge  aright,  refpefting  your  pre- 
fcnt  jtrials,  you  would  find  greater  caufe  to  rejoice  than  to  com- 
plain. What  conditions  did  you  make  with  the  Lord,  wheii 
you  fet  out  as  a  Travelling  Preacliler  ?  Was  it  to  chufe  your  own 
place  and  circumftanccs,  and  to  receive  honour  from  men  ?  Was 
it  not  rather  to  devote  your  body  and  foul,  wholly  and  unre- 
fervedly  to  your  heavenly  Mafter  ?  If  you  did  not  properly  count 
the  coft  at  that  time,  as  it  feenas  evident  you  did  not,  this  might 
be  for  want  of  thinking  as  you  ought,  of  the  nature  of  the  Work, 
and  of  the  fufFerings  of  many  who  went  before  you,  and  whoni 
the  Lord  had  made  lifeful.  However,  now  fet  out  afrefti ;  offer 
yourfelf  up  wholly  to  the  Lord,  to  be  his  faithful  fervant,  to  go 
where  he  bids  you,  to  do  what  he  commands  you  ;  always  re-. 
membering  that  the  voice  of  his  fervant,  whom  his  Providence 
iiath  fet  over  you,  is  his  voice,  and  that  his  wife  and  gracious 
hand  is  in  every  trial  you  meet  with. 

Beware  of  taking  offence,  for  this  would  be  as  fire  m  yoUf 
bones  ;  —  quench  the  firft  rifings  of  it,  whether  it  be  againft  the 
Preachers,  or  the  People.  The  fpirit  of  offence  given  way  to> 
has  occafioncd  the  fall  of  many,  who  once  were  enriinent  in  the 
church  of  God  :  Carefully  guard  therefore  againft  the  firft  ap^ 
pearance  of  every  thing  of  that  kind.  As  to  the  improvement  of 
your  talents,  (of  which  you  fay  God  hath  given  you  two,)  ufe 
them,  when,  and  where  you  can,  knowing  that  every  man  (hall 
receive  his  own  reward  according  to  his  own  labour.  If  the 
Lord  hath  called  you  to  work  in  his  vineyard,  yet  he  made  no 
agreement  with  you,  as  to  the  pjace  where  you  (hould  labour, 
nor  did  he  put  in  your  power  the  fuccefs  which  fhould  attend 
your  labours.  It  may  not  be  proper  at  prefent  to  give  you  to  fee 
much  fruit  of  your  labour,  as  you  fcem  not  to  have  loft  fight  of 
yourfelf,  fo  as  to  give  him  the  glory,  to  whom  it  is  moft  juftly 
dtie.  Be  thankful,  that  you  are  not  rcjcdlcd  of  God  and  his 
people*  He  intends  to  prove  your  iincerity  and  attachment  to 
himfelf,  before  he  will  intrufV  you  with  a  fight  of  your  fuccefs, 
becaufe  he  fees  that  this  would  be  a  mcan»  of  fclf-exaltatioff. 
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'  rathet  than  d/  fclf-abafement  to  you.     Whether  y6u/fcc  this  Of 
not,  at  prefent,  to  believe  it,  will  do  you  no  barm. 

You  cannot  properly  know  yourfelf,  by  the  experience  you 
have  already  had;  this  can  only  be  attained  unto  by  an  holy 
'  faithful  communion  with  God,  which  begets  an  hojy  jealoufy  in 
the  foul,  left  carnal  felf  fhould  take  the  lead,  and  God  (hould 
thereby  be  difhonoured  ;  becaufe  every  upright  foul  muft  prefer 
the  honour  of  God^  even  before  life  itfelf,  and  every  thing  per- 
taining thereto. 

I  am  thankful  that  .my  heart  feels  what  I  now  writd ;  and  I 
would  remind  you  of  your  holy  profeffion,  not  only  as  a  Preacher, 
but  alfo  of  the  work  which  the  Lord  hath  wrought  in  y6u ;  the 
eonfideration  of  vhich  fhould  engage  all  the  powers  of' your  foul, 
to  him  who  hath  been  fo  abundantly  gracious  unto  you.  I  be- 
feech  you,  attend  to  your  defecfts  ;  as  you  know,  that  it  is  not 
perfedl  holinefs  which  you  have  received  ;  but  that  there  is  ftill 
much  ignorance,  and  many  infirmities,  which  cleave  unto  you ; 
.  and  it  will  do  you  much  good  to  know  and  feel  this  :  This  will 
•  conftrain  you  to  go  to  the  throne  of  grace  in  prayer,  that  the 
Lord  may  communicate  frefh  fupplies  of.  grace  to  you. 

Believe  me,  I  know  of  no  way  for  you  to  abide  in  an  holy 

tinion  with  Jesus,  but  by  living  in  the  fimplicity  of  a  little  child, 

[  being  as  willing  to  be  taught,  as  to  teach  ;  ever  remembering, 

'  that  no  man  can  teach  others  to  any  good  purpofe,  but  as  that 

fame  anointing  teacheth  us  all  things. '  Without  this,  you  will 

be  only  as  the  flafF  of  a  broken  reed. 

Keep  clofe  therefore  to  your  heavenly  Friend,  make  him  your 
CounfcUor  ;  keep  back  nothing  from  him  ;  open  all' the  fecrets 
of  your  heart  to  him  ;  labour  to  underflarid  more  fully  what  he 
is,  and  M^hjat  he  hath  promifed  to  be  to  you  ;  then  your  heart 
will  be  ever  ready  to  indite  a  good  matter,  and  youf  tongue  as 
the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  :  At  prefent  I  fear  that  you  have  no! 
got  the  proper  government  of  that  member,  but  it  pours  words 
like  a  torrent  of  water,  which  do  not  fink  into  the  ground  and 
makb  it  fruitful,  but  is  lather  hurtful  than  otherwife  ;  and  this 
'  you  fay  you  cannot  help. 

If  you  put  into  praflice  the  advice   I  have  given  you,  you 

.  will  not  find  much  want  of  fpiritual  friends,  for  you  will  al- 

'  ways  h^ye  one  at  hand,    who  will  be  the  foul  of  your  foul, 

.teaching,  guiding,  and  prote  ding  you,  in  all  that  you  call  upon 

him  for.     This  Friend  will  flick  clofer  to  you  than  a  brother, 

,  and  will  never  fail  to  do  you  good  :    Learn,  then  to  truft  in  him, 

and  to  live  in  his  will,  fo  fhall  your  foul  dwell  at  eafe,  and 

'  *valk  at  liberty  ;,  you  fhall  fee  the  work  of  the  Lord  profper,  and 

'tcjpice^in  ,the  glaclncfs  of  his  people.      1  am,  your  aflfedlionate 

Friend)  ^        George  Clark. 

^  From 
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From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gillies,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

Cawaldftone,  60  miles  N.  E.  from  Glafgow, 
Rev.  and  very  dear  Sir,  •  Sept.  5,  1753- 

I  Have  received  both  your  kind  letters,  one  dated  St.  Ives,. 
,  27th  July,  and  the  other  Plymouth- Dock,  14th  Auguft.  I: 
have  been  from  home  thefe  three  weeks  to  vifit;my  mother  in  her 
widowhood,  and  have  preached  in  three*  different  places  on  the: 
Lord's-days,  -but  alas  !  '^ot  with  that  freedom  and  earneftnefs  I 
would  be  at.  Pray,  dear  Sir,  what  are  the  methods  of  ftudying. 
and  preaching,  that  you  have  found  in  your  experience  rapft,. 
bleffed  ?  I  would  be  obliged  to  you  for  fome  hints  on  this  head. 

The  books  you  fent  me  by  William  Hodgfon  were  not  come 
to  band  when  I  left  Glafgow,  but  were  expeded  daily ;  fo  that 
they  are  undoubtedly  come  before  now.  I  hope  to  return  to. 
Glafgow  in  a  fortnight,  and  muft  then  apply  clofely  to.  the  finifh- 
ing  my  Hijiorical  Colleiiions,  I  have  not  been  quite  idle  fince  I 
came  away,  having  concluded  my  Extracts  fromyour  Journals, 
and  marked  out  tome  paffages  in  the  Kilfyth  Narrative,  to  be 
extracted.  You  did  well  to  put  me  in  mind  of  that  blemifh  of 
exprcfling  one's  felf,  as  if.  we  would  confine  God  either  to  work 
in  one  manner  only ;  or  only  among  thofe  of  our  pwn  opinion* 
I  am  refolved,  when  I  meet  with  expreffions  of  this  fort,  to 
leave  them  out :  and  I  intend  alfo,  according  to  my  prefent  light, 
to  leave  out  any  unneceffary  touches  up«n  controverted  points 
that  are  not  fundamental.  When  I  defignedly  deviate  from  this 
rule,  it  will  fee  matter  of  confcience  with  me.  And  I  know,  in 
that  cafe,  you  will  have  me  cxcufed.  But  I  hope  there  fliall  be 
nothing,  inferted  in  my  book  to  give  uneafincfs  to  any  who  think 
as  you  do,  upon  the  neceffity  of  mutual  forbearance.  For  I  have 
learned,  that  the  kingdom  of  Gop  is  nojt  mea|:  and' drink,  but 
xighteoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gpiost.  . 

I  have  a  letter  from  good  Mr.  Grimfhaw  at  Haworth,  26th.  of 
July,  wherein  he  fays,  "  Mr.  Wefley  acquainted  me  with  your 
"  undertaking  i- — I  promifed  to  fend  you  an  account  of  the  Birth 
**  and  Progreis  of  the  Work  in  thefe  parts,  which  I  will  do ; 
**  but  I  wait  the  afliftance  of  two  or  three  fellow- labourers  in  it, 
<<  whom  the  Redeemer  was  pleafed  to  fend  forth  as  the  firft  in- 
**  ftruments  of  ithere.  Then  you  (hall  have  jt/*  But  he  would 
have  me  fufpend  the  printing  of  it  till  next  year  ;  (I  fuppofe  he 
means  for  a  ye^r  to  come,)  that  more  fubfcriptions  may  be  pro- 
cured, ^d  that.  I.  may  obtain  a  more  peffcdl  relation  of  the 
Work  x>f  God  in  England,,  which  I  may  perhaps  lament  thp 
lyj^t  of,  when  U  is  too  late,  if  I  precipitate  the  prefs. 
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I  exceedingly  love  the  honed  chriftian  fpirit  that  runs  through 
his  letter ;  but  am  not  fure  how  far  he  judged  right  in  adviiing  a 
-delay  of  printing.  I  know  you  was  of  a  different  mind.  If  yoii 
have  not  feen  reafbn  to  alter  your  opinion,  I  beg  you  will  write 
foon,  that  I  may  write  to.  Mr.  Grimlhaw  the  neceffity  of  being 
expeditious ;  and  I  wiih  you  would  alfo  take  the  trouble  to  write 
to  him,  that  I  may  get  the  accounts  he  fpeakd  of,  againft  Febma^ 
or  March  next,  for  I  hope  by  that  time  to  be  advanced  in  printing, 
to  that  part  of  the  book. 

Let  me  befeech  you,  dear  Sir,  to  take  fuch  care  of  your  life 
and  healths  as  they  may  probably  be  moft  inftrumental  for  the 
glory  of  our  Re]>££M£r,  in  gaining  fouls  to  him.  O  whenfhall 
I  get  fhat  divine  iT^ixo^  you  mention,  in  my  own  foul !  The 
other  day  I  faded  and  prayed  (if  I  may  call  it  prayer)  all  day 
in  the  fields  ;  but  a  body  of  death  ftiil  cleaves  to  me.  I  fear  I 
have  not  yet  got  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  I  know  not 
what  to  do.  I  fometimes  think  I  (hould  be  happy  to  be  in  feme 
wildernefs^  in  America ;  to  begin  the  world  anew  ;  to  forget  and 
be  forgotten  ;  to  have  none  but  GoD  to  converfe  with  ;  digging 
for  my  daily  bread.  But  is  not  this  defire  of  folitude,  or  of  ab* 
fence  from  all  former  acquaintances,  a  vain  thought,  (as  you  ob- 
fervc  in  your  Journal,)  unlefs  I  could  fly  from  my  wretched, 
vile  felf  ?  :  I  am  vexed  with  perplexing  thoughts.  Sometimes  I 
apprehend  it  is  bcft  to  go  on  preaching  and  writing  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  according  to  the  talents 
given,  without  heeding  thefc  thoughts  ;  for  what  if  Satan  may 
have  fome  hand  in  them,  to  keep  me  from  appearing  publickly 
for  my  Redeemer  ?  The  Lord  help  me,  that  I  may  not  de- 
ceive myfelf.  I  deferve  to  be  utterly  loft.  But  O  that  he  would 
ihew  me  what  it  is  that  feparates  my  foul  from  Him,  that  it 
Alight  be  deftroyed,  and  that  I  might  know  He  is  my  God  in 
Christ.  This,  this  is  all  I  want.  Dear  Mr.  Wefley,  con- 
tinuc^  to  pray  for  your  moft  unworthy,  but  afiedionate  Brother 
and  Servant,  John  Giiubs. 

From  the  Rbv.  Mr.  Milner,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 

Chipping,  Jan.  ii,  1750. 
My  moft  dear  and  Rev.  Brother,  whom  I  lotrc  in  the  Tnidi. 

GREAT  was  my  aftoniftiment  at  my  firft  reading,  of  thofe 
wonderful  things  that  God  by  your  inftrumentality  has 
wrought !  And  fcarcely  was  my  furprixc  lefs,  when  I  received 
the  kind  notice  of  your  Chriftian  Library.  A  work  that  will  be 
a  blcfling  to  all  for  future  ages,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  and  pro- 
mote the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  fouls  to  the  end  of  time. 
Moft  chearfully  do  I  fubfcribe  to  U« 
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My  friend  is  Weft  with  a  large  and  beautiful  race  of  children, 
ftill  increafing.  His  eldeft  fon,  he  is  very  deiirous  of  having 
under  your  care,  if  pofllble,  for  fomc  time.  His  face  will  be 
more  than  a  letter  of  recommendation.  Some  time  ago  he  wa^ 
under  conviftions,  but  by  youthful  vanities  they  have  been  ftifled, 
I  do  not  fpare  both  to  exhort  and  pray  for  him.  His  father  is 
fully  perfuaded,  that  your  prefence,  your  exhortations,  and 
prayers,  will  be  a  blefling  to  him :  We  indeed  ourfelves,  look 
for  no  little  fpiritual  edification  and  comfort,  from  one,  whom 
God  has  fo  highly  favoured,  and  bleft  above  others.  Nothing 
but  my  confinement  to  the  care  of  a  parifh,  (not  at  prefent  welU 
difpofed  to  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gofpel)  would  have  hin- 
dered me  long  fince,  doing  myfelf  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you, 
and  hearing  the  word  of  peace  and  reconciliation  frpm  your  lips, 
Moft  of  my  friends  of  the  clergy  have  forfaken  me.  Not  one  of 
them  cares  to  look  me  in  the  face.  Almoft  all  manner  of  evil 
is  fpoken  of  me.  But  I  blefs  GoD|  none  of  thefe  things  terrify 
or  difcourage  me.  Rather  I  begin  to  hope,  for  being  evil  fpoken 
of  for  the  Truth,  I  fhall  have  more  fuccefs  than  I  have  hitherto 
had,  when  I  had  the  good  word  of  all. 

I  was  at  Clapham  in  Yorkfliire,  when  my  friend  did  himfclf 
the  honour  of  writing  to  you.  And  I  acknowledge  myfelf 
greatly  obliged  by  your  laft  kind  favour.  The  Vicar  there,  Mr, 
Graves,  ftill  continues  my  friend.  He  is  one  whom  I  brought 
acquainted  with  your  writings.  He  is  convinced  of  the  Truth, 
and  preaches  it  with  power,  not  only  in  the  pulpit,  but  from 
houfe  to  houfe.  But  he  has  had  much  oppofition  nrom  the  Mo^ 
ravians  on  one  fide,  and  the  profan«  fcoiFers  on  the  other ;  (no 
fmall  party,  I  fear,  in  moft  parifties.)  Through  his  uncommon 
diligence,  there  are  a  great  many  in  his  parifh  awakened,  and 
gladly  hear  the  Gofpel  from  him, 

I  have  had  twice  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Mr.  Ingham  ;  and 
muft  fay.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  amiable  fweetnefs  in  his 
whoje  behaviour ;  and  have  often  and  earneftly  wifhed  that  he 
was  difentangled  from  the  Moravians,  and  cordially  one  with  you 
in  promoting  the  interefts  of  the  Gofpel. 

The  laft  time  I  faw  him,  he  was  employed  in  reconciling  two 
of  the  brethren  who  had  run  great  hazards,  and  fuffered  much 
hardfhip  in  the  fervice  of  the  Gofpel.  He  allows  you  in- 
comparably the  preference  for  prudence.  But  fays,  you  have 
not  done  the  Counf  juftice.  That  he  endeavoured  to  prevail 
with  you  not  to  publifh  the  difference  ;  and  thought  he  had  pre- 
vailed, till  he  heard  it  was  publifhed  :  — That  he  would  gladly 
have  been  reconciled,  and  got  Mr.  W  ■  d,  to  go  from  hi« 
houfe  to  N'  -■  .tc,  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation ;  but  that  you 
w^rc  nof  inclii)fi4  to  it  i    <^  The  UmQ  being  not  yet  come." 

>  "^  At 
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At  firft  I  looked  upon  the  difference,  as  that  betwixt  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  which  was  a  furtherance  to  the  Gofpel  of  Christ. 
But  fince  I  knew  more  of  the  Do6lrinc  of  the  Jiill  Brethren^  I 
have  not  had  the  fame  favourable  opinion  of  them.  Yet  I  can- 
not help  thinking  Mr.  Ingham  happy :  may  fome  good  Provi- 
dence bring  you  fpeedily  together,  for  furely,  fuch  fouls  muft 
glow  with  love  at  meeting,  and  all  unkindnefs  fly  at  firft  fight ! 

I  endeavoured,  when  at  Clapham,  to  engage  my  friend  t© 
write  to  you,  to  beg  your  advice  how  to  proceed  with  the  Mora- 
vians. Some  of  whom  have  behaved  with  great  difrefped,  and 
endeavoured  to  weaken  his  hands.  Notwithftanding  which,  he 
Is  greyly  followed  ;  he  has  fix  or  feven  places  of  affembling  for 
I'eiigious  worfbip  in  his  parifh  in  private  houfes:  at  fome  of 
which  the  Moravians  are  prefent,  biit  riot  always  as  friends,  but 
fpies  rather. 

If  you  think  proper  to  give  him  a  word  of  encouragement  and 
advice,  —  for  he  has  a  high  veneration  for  your  judgment,  and" 
(end  him  the  propofals  for  the  Chriftian  Library,  I  hope  he 
will  engage  in  promoting  fo  good  a  defign.  For  my  part,  I  will 
not  fail  to  prefs  him  to  it,  and  fome  others  of  my  acquaintande. 

•  My  dear  Brother,  I  beg  to  be  remembered  in  your  addreffes 
to  the  Throne  of  Grace  ;  that' I  may  not  only  be  faithful  in  the 
Work  of  our  bleflfed  Lord,  but  may  fee  fome  fruit  of  my  la- 
bours, that  I  may  not  fail,  nor  be  difcouraged,  but  rather  en- 
couraged, with  the  difficulties  I  meet  with  in  the  ^glorious  warfare. 

If  my  poor  petitions  may  come  up  with  acceptance  through 
th^  Beloved,  — ftill  may  ^ou  be  carried  as  on  angels'  wings; — 
may  the  tottering  kingdom  of  fatan-  fall  before  you,  where  ever 
you  Qome  ;  —  May  you  go  on  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  God, 
conquering  and  to  conquer,  till  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 

I  (hall  long  to  hear  of  the  time  fixed  for  our  feeing  your  face. 
O  !  may  all  your  undertakings  for  the  gloriotis  Gofpel  fucceed  ta 
the  utmoft  wifh.  May  you  profper  and  be  in  health,  as  your 
foul  alfo  profpers  ;  —  and  may  the  Giver  of  all  Grace  ftill  pre- 
ferve  you  the  fame  lowly  follower  of  the  Lamb,  thofe  that  have 
feen,  fpeak  to  be  you  ;  that  you  may  with  the  great  Apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles  fay,  "  Not  I,  but  the  Grace  of  God."  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  your  affcflionate  Brother,  and  humble  Servant, 

J.    MiLNER. 

From  Mr.  Mather,  to  Mr.  G.  Ma^sden. 
My  dear  Brother,  Manchcftcr,  Jan.  29,  1796. 

I  Rejoice  with  you  in  the  good  work  which  the  Lord  is  car- 
rying on  in  your  Circuit.     You  have  only  to  go  on  firaply, 
looking  to  him  for  dircftibn,  and' fuccrfs.  •  Yoa  may  not  meet 

with 
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with  all  the  encouragement  you  wifli  for,  or  ought  to  have  from 
man  :  What  tfien?  You  have  it  abundantly  from  God,-  which 
is  far  better.  Be.  not  difmayed  at  any  of  the  trials  and  difficulties 
that  may  happen.  No,  not  if  there  (hould  be  a  falling  away. 
We  know  that  the  work  of  tjrace  on  the  minds  of  individuals 
and  on  thoufands, .  has  been  fwift  and  certain  :  So  it  was  orv 
Saul,' — the  trembling  Jailor, — the  thief  upon  the  crofs,  and 
many  others  ;  efpecially  on  the  day  of  Pentecoft:  Many  of  thefe 
had  not  been  long  convinced,  and  yet  we  are  fure  they  were 
favingly  converted.  Many  who  ran  well  for  a  feafon,  have 
afterwards  been  hindered ;  they  began  in  the  fpirit,  and  ended 
in  the  flefh.  We  likewife  know,  that  fome  of  thofe  who  had 
clean  efcaped  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world,  thro'^iving 
place  to  their  own  defires,  they  have  been  again  entanglea  with 
the  yoke  of  bondage,  and  their  laft  end  became  worfe  than  the 
firft.         . 

But  in  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  any  of  them 
from  falling  away,  you,  and  all  concerned  in  the  work,  will 
need  to  be  very  attentive,  i.  To  fee  that  they  meet  with  fome 
leader  whp  is  a  real  friend  to  the  Work.  2.  You  muft  carefully 
watch  the  time  when  there  is  a  dccreafe  of  that  exceeding  great 
joy  which  they  firft  experienced,  for  then  they  are  liable  to  fall 
into  various  and  ftrong  temptations,  and  Satan  will  exert  all  his 
power  to'  jfhake  their  confidence,  3.  Prevail  upon  them  like- 
wife  to  meet  in  Band  with  one  who  will  prove  a  nurfitig  father 
or  mother  to  them.  By  thefe  means  they  will  be  eftabliflied  in 
the  grace  received  ;  efpecially  if  their  Leader  is  a  friend  to  holir 
nefs, — athd,  as  foon  as  they  haye  the  leaft  fenfibiliiy  of  the  evil 
yet  remaining  in  tkeir  hearts,  points  them  dire<Slly  to  the  foun- 
tain open  for  fin  and  uncleannefs. 

It  is  your  bounden  duty,  to  fliew  young  converts,  before  their 
.  zeal  and  firft  love  are  abated,  that  full  fandification  is  attained 
by  faith ;  and  that  they  are  to  feek  and  expedt  it  now.  This 
expeftation,'  if  rightly  improved,  will  not  only  conduce  to  pre- 
ferve  them  In  that  ftate  of  acceptance,  wherein  they  were  at  the 
firft  brought^  but  greatly  help  them  to  increafe  in  it.  No  feafon 
can  be  more  proper  for  attaining  pure  love,  than  when  the  foul 
is  full  of  pardoning  love  ;^  nor  do  any  make  fo  fwift  a  progrefs  in 
holinefs,  as  thofe  who  have  never  funk  into  that  abyfs  of  evil 
yeafoning,  which  too  many  feel  when  they  lofe  their  firft  love.  It 
is  often  exceeding  difficult  to  recover  backfliders,  and  to  perfuadc 
them  that  God  is  fo  good,  kind,  and  .merciful,  as  he  aflTuredly 
is ;  for  he  waits  to  be  gracious  to  all,  and  is  always  far  more 
ready  to  do  us  good,  than  we  can  either  defer ve  or  defirc. 

Eameftly  and  aiFedlionatcly  intreat  all,  who  are  engaged  in 
the  work,  to  be  patient  under  every  oppofition,  yet  at  the  fame 

time 
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time  ftedfaft  in  their  confidence,  fervent  in  zeal,  and  perfevcrlng 
in  their  duty ;  (o  (hall  they  fee  more  and  more  fruit  of  their  la- 
bour in  the  Lord.  Wilhing  you  all  fucccfs  in  your  work,  and 
comfort  in  your  foul,  I  remain^  your  affeftionatc  Friend  and 
Brother,  A.  Mather. 

Mr.  Prbnties's  Shipwreck  on  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton, 
[  Continued  from  page  446.  J 

THE  weather  continued  thick  as  ufual  till  about  one  o'clock, 
when  fuddenly  clearing  up,  we  difcovered  the  land,  at 
abot^three  leagues  diftance.  This  fight  gave  us  no  fmall  fatis- 
fedliOT,  taking  it  at  firft  to  be  the  ifland  of  St.  John's,  which 
being  inhabited  by  feveral  French  and  Englifli  families,  we  might 
have  expeiled  fome  afliftance  from  them ;  but  on  a  nearer  view 

.  found,  from  the  plans  we  had  on  board,  that  it  had  not  the  leaft 
appearance. of  that  ifland^here  being  no  fuch  mountains  and  pre- 
cipices Jaid  down,  as  w€  difcovered.  On  drawing  nigher,  wc 
pbferved  the  fea  break  high,  and  have  a  very  difmal  appearance, 
about  three  miles  from  the  land.  As  it  was  neceflfary  for  us  to 
pafs  through  thofe  breakers  before  we  could  gain  the  fhore,  we 
cxpeded  that  our  fate  would  be  determined  there  ;  but,  contrary 
to  our  expedations,  there  was  a  eonfiderable  depth  of  water,  fo 
that  we  went  over  the  reef  without  touching,  tho'  not  without 
ihipping  many  heavy  feas,  which^  had  not  the  veflTers  timbers 
been  firong,  and  her  loading  light,  mud  infallibly  have  daihcd 
her  to  pieces.  The  land  now  began  to  haVe  a  dreadful  appear- 
ance, fceming  at  the  diAance  we  were  oflT,  to  be  high  and  rocky ; 
but  on  approaching  within  a  mile  of  it,  we  had  the  pleafure  of 
defcrying  a  fine  fandy  beach  and  a  bold  (hore.  The  fea  ran  high, 
but  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  on  the  reef  we  had  already  paffed. 
As  we  advanced,  the  water  continued  to  have  a  depth  beyond  our 
moft  fanguine  wiflies,  fo  as  to  allow  us  to  come  within  fifty  or 
fixty  yards  of  the  beach  before  we  flruck.  Now  was  the  time 
for  every  man's  apprehenfions  to  be  on  the  rack,  as  we  might  cx- 
pefl:,  on  touching  the  ihore,  that  the  (hip  would  go  to  pieces. 
At  length  flie  grounded  with  a  violent  concuflfion.  On  the  firft 
ftroke  the  main-.mafi  went  out  of  the  ftep,  and  on  the  fecond  the 
fore-maft ;  but  neither  of  them  fell  over  the  fide,  the  deal  boards 
in  the  hold  being  ftowed  fo  clofe  together  that  the  mafts  had  no 
room  to  play  below;  at  the  fame  time  the  rudder*was  unfhipped 

%with  fuch  violence  as  to  be  near  killing  one  of  the  failors.  As 
foon  as  the  (hip  had  grounded,  the  fea  began  to  beat  over  her  in 
every  part,  each  wave  lifting  her  four  or  five  feet  nearer  the 
(hore.  In  a  (hort  fpace  of  time  the  ftern  was  beat4n  by  the  fea; 
and  then,  having  no  (hcltcr  in  the  cabin,  we  were  obliged  to  go 

upon 
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upon  deck,  and  hang  by  the  (hrouds,  left  we  fhould  be  Wafhed 
overboard.  In  this  uncomfortable  fituation  we  remained  till  the 
veflel  was  beat  fo  high  by  the  waves,  that  we  could  venture  to 
■walk  upon  deck.  We  now  perceived  that  the  (hip's  keel  was 
broken^  which  we  imagined  would  occafion  her  to  go  to  pieces  : 
this  however  did  not  happen  for  the  prefent ;  which  I  can  only 
attribute  to  the  boards  in  the  hold  being  fo  interwoven  with  each 
other,  and  frozen  together  by  the  ice,  as  to  give  a  degree  of  fo- 
lidity  to  the  veffel. 

Our  firft  care  now  was  to  get  out  the  boat ;  which  was  not  to 
be  accompliflied  without  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  quantity  of 
ice  that  was  in  and  about  it,  and  our  redudtion  in  nun^ber^  ef-- 
feftive  hands  by  the  intoxication  of  feveral  of  the  crew,  wno  had 
thought  that  the  moft  efFe£lual  method  of  getting  rid  of  the  ap^ 
prehenfions  they  laboured  under.     Our  veffel  had,  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  waves  dalhing  againft  her,  broached-to,  with  her 
broadfide  to  the  wind,  fo  that  (he  a^rded  fome  flielter  for  the 
boat  to  the  leeward.     Having  with  much  labour  cleared  the  boat 
of  ice,  and  prepared  her  for  launching,  I  ordered  fome  liquor  to 
be  didributed  to  thofe  who  were  yet  fober,  and  then  a(ked,  if  any 
were  willing  to  embark  with  me  in  the  boat,  and  make  the  at- 
tempt to  gain  the  (hore.   The  fea  running  fo  high,  that  it  appear-^ 
ed  icarcely  pofiible  for  the  boat  to  live  in  it  for  a  minute,  very 
few  were  willing  to  make  an  experiment  fo  full  of  ri(k  ;  fo  that 
all  who  offered  themfelves  were  the  mate  and  two  failors,  toge- 
ther with  my  fervant,  and  a  boy  who  was  a  paffenger  on  board. 
What  gave  us  the  greateft  embarraffment  in  this  undertaking  was 
the  furf  which  broke  over  us  every  moment,  and  the  intenfenefft 
of  the  cold,  which  froze  every  drop  of  water  immediately,  fo  as 
to  cover  our  cloaths  with  a  (heet  of  ice.     At  length  we  got  the 
boat  into  the  water,  and  having  thrown  into  it  an  axe  and  a  faw, 
I   leaped  in,  followed  by  my  fervant  and  the  mate.     The  boy 
followed  us,  but  not  fpringing  far  enough,  fell  into  the  water : 
he  did  not  however  link  immediately  ;  and  we  contrived  to  drag 
bim   into  the  boat,  but  not  without  difficulty  ;  our  fingers  being 
fo  benumbed  with  the  cold,-  that  we  had  fcarcely  the  power  of 
wfing  them :    and  this  accident  was  in  the  iffue,  by  the  chill  it 
gave  him,  of  fatal  ,confequence  to  the  unfortunate  youth.     The 
two  failors,  who  had  agreed  to  go  with  us,  next  leaped  into  the 
boat:  and  all  tfie  reft  feemed  ready,  notwithftanding  their  fortnpr 
hcfitation,  to  follow  the  example,  when  I  found  it  neceffary  to 
fiiovi^  her  off  from  the  (hip's  fide;  for,  being  very  fraall,  (lie 
certainly  would  have  funk,  had  fo  many  perfons  crowded  in  to- 
gether.    The  (hip  was  lying  about  forty  yards  from  the  (hore  ; 
VojL.  XX.  Oaober,  1797,  but 

4  A 


5i8         Shipwrkck  oa  the  Ifland  of  Caps  Bucr^if. 

but  before  we  got  half-way  to  it,  we  were  overtaken  hy  dr  wave 
that  almoft  fiHcd  the  boat,  and  thd  next  drove  us  on  drjr  iand. 

To  find  ourfelves  once  more  fafe  upon  the  land  gave  us  no 
fmall  fatisfaftion,  though  in  fo  deftitutc  a  ftate  i  the  joy  at  hav- 
ing cfcaped  thofe  dangers  which  fo  long  had  been  the  chief  objedls 
of  our  dread,  made  us  for  a  few  moments  forget  that  we  were 
itiatched  from  them  merely  to  be  expofed  to  others  more  inevita- 
ble !  that  we  had  efcaped  one  fpecies  of  death,  probably  to  undergo 
another  more  lingering  and  painful.  What  moft  affefted  us  was. 
the  diftrefs  of  our  companions  whom  i/^e  had  left  on  board,  whofc 
lamentations  and  cries  for  help  we  could  hear  very  diftindly* 
But  Hi  was  impoffible  for  us,  however  anxious,  to  aflbrd  them 
any  amftance.  Our  boat  being  beat  high  upon  the  fand  could 
now  be  of  no  ufe,  either  to  us  or  to  them,  while  the  fea  was 
running  t?o  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  a  hu- 
man being  to  relieve  them. 

The  night  was  now  approaching,  and  we  had  not  long  Remain- 
ed in  this  fituation  before  we  found  ourfelves  getting  ftiff  with 
cold  ;  arid  the  gale  continuing  as  fevere  as  ev6r,  we  were  obliged 
to  wade  with  extreme  difficulty,  up  to  our  waifts  in  fnow,  to  the 
Iheltcr  of  a  thick  wood  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from 
the  beach.  This  afforded  fome  relief  from  the  piercing  North- 
weft  wind  ;  yet  a  fire  was  ftill  wanting  to  warm  our  frozen  limbs, 
and  we  had  not  wherewithal  to  kindle  one.  We  hijd  indeed  taken 
the  precaution  to  put  a  tinder-box  in  the  boat,  but  the  water  had 
rendered  it  totally  ufelefs.  Freezing  as  we  ftood,  there  was  no- 
thing to  be  done,  but  to  keep  the  blood  in  motion  by  cxercife  ;  I 
therefore  recommended  it  to  the  men  to  move  about,  being  better 
jtcquainted  with  the  nature  of  cold  climates,  and  that  of  froft, 
than  any  of  my  companions.  My  advice  was  ftrifily  adhered  to 
for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  yduhg  paflenger,  whom  I 
have  already  mentioned,  being  overcome  with  the  fererity  of  the 
weather,  threw  himfelf  down,  in  order  to  fleep ;  for  extreme 
cold  always  occafions  a  fleepy  fenfation  that  is  not  eafily  to  berc- 
lifted.  I  ufcd  my  ntmoft  endeavours  both  by  perfuafion  and  force 
to  roufe  him,  and  make  him  ftand  on  his  legs,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe  ;  fo  I  was  obliged  to  let  him  purfue  his  inclination.  .  After 
walking  about  for  half  an  hour  longer,  during  which  time  I  felt 
fuch  a  ftrong  defire  to  flee.p,  that  I  could  have  lain  down  rilj^felf, 
had  I  not  been  aware  of  the  fatal  eonfequences  attending  it,  I 
went  to  the  place  where  the  boy  lay,  and  putting  my  hand  on  his 
face,  and  finding  it  quite  cold,  lobferycd  to  the  mate,  who  was 
clofe  by,  that  I  believed  he  was  dead.  To  which  the  youth  an- 
fwcred  immediately,  that  he  was  not  yet  dead,  but  would  be  fo 
vcry"fhortly  ;  and  requefted  I  would  write,  if  I  furvived,  to  his 
fethcr  at  New  York,  and  inforni  him  of  the  circumftances  of  his 
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ibn*s  misfortuine.  In  about  ten  minutes  we  found  that  he  had 
expired,  awd,.  as  I  imagined,  without  any  pain  whatever,  at  lead 
^withmit  any  acute  fcnfation  of  it  Thcfe  trivial  matters  would 
be  unworthy  of  notice,  but  as  they  fervc  to  (hew  the  effeft  of  in- 
tenfe  cold  on  the  human  body,  and  to  prove  that  freezing  to  death 
is  not  always  attended  with  fo  much  pain  as  is  commonly 
foppofed* 

The  death  of  the  boy  could  not  deter  the  reft  of  my  fellow- 
fufFerers  from  giving  way  to  this  drowfy  fenfation  ;  and  three  of 
them  lay  down  in  fpite  of  my  repeated  exhortations  to  the  con* 
trary.  Finding  it  impoffible  to  keep  them  on  their  legs,  I  broke 
a  branch,  and  defiring  the  mate  to  do  the  fame,  our  empl<j^ment 
during  the  remainder  of  the  night  was  to  prevent  them  from 
fleeping,  by  beating  them  continually  with  the  branches.  This 
was  an  exercife  ufeful  to  ourfelves,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  pre- 
ferved  the  lives  of  our  companions.  The  day-light,  which  we 
looked  for  with*  fuch  anxious  expeftation,  at  length  appeared, 
when  I  defired  the  men  to  pull  down  their  ftockings,  and  let  mt 
examine  tlieir  legs,  as  they  obferved  that  they  had  no  feeling  in 
them.  As  fpon  as  I  caft  my  eyes  on  them,  I  perceived  very 
clearly  that  they  were  frozen  at  leaft  half  way  up  ;  and  defired 
they  would  immediately  rub  them  with  fnow,  which  they  did  for 
«  coniiderable  time^  but  to  little  purpofe  ;  for  it  was  impofiible 
to  rcftorc  them  to  their  feeling. 

I   then  went  with  the  mate  down  to  the  beach,  to  fee  if  we 
could  difcover  any  traces  of  the  (hip,  and  our  companions  whom 
we  had  left  on  board,  and  to  our  great  furprife  and  fatisfadion 
found  fhe  had  not  yet  gone  to  pieces,  though  the  wind  continued 
with  unabated  feverity.     My  firft  ftudy  now  was  how  to  get  them 
a(hore,  our  own  fafety  as  well  as  theirs  depending  on  it.      I  was 
almoft  ftifF  with  cold;  but  found  feeling  in  every  part,  and  was 
therefore  certain  I  could  not  be  frozen.     What  feemed  greatly  to 
facilitate  the  undertaking  was,    that  the  veflel  had  by  this  time 
beat  much  nigher  the  fhore,   fo  that  the  diAance  was  but  very 
finall  at  low  water.     It  was  high  flood  whert  we  arrived  on  the 
beach  ;    we  were  therefore  obliged  to  wait  till  the  tide  was  out, 
when  we  advifed  the  people  on  board  to  fatten  a  rope  to  the  jib- 
boom,  by  which  they  might  fwing  themfelves  one  by  one  towards 
the  (hore*    They  accordingly  adopted  this  expedient,    and  by 
watching  the  motion  of  the  fea,  and  feizing  the  opportunity  of 
f9?inging  themfelves,  as  the  waves  retired,  they  all  got  fafe  on 
the  land,  except  a  carpenter,  who  was  a  paflenger  in  the  veffel. 
He  did  not  think  proper  to  venture  in.  this  manner,  or  was  una- 
ble, having  the  night  before  made  rather  too  free  with  the  bottle. 
We  were  happy  however  to  get  fo  many  of  them  on  fhore,  every 
one  of  whom,  a  few  hours  before,    we  concluded  muil  have 
perifbcd.  4  A  2  The 
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The  captain  had  fortunately,  before  he  left  the  (hip,  put  fomtf 
materials  for  ftriking  a  light  in  his  pocket.  We  therefore  went 
to  work  in  cutting  wood,  and  gathering  the  branches  that  lay 
fcattered  upon  tjie  ground,  of  which  we  made  a  fire  with  all 
poflible  expedition,  and  were  happy  for  fome  time  in  hovering 
about  It,  and  warming  our  benumbed  limbs.  Confidering  the 
extreme  cold  we  had  endured  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  no  luxury 
could  be  equal  to  that  of  the  fire  ;  but  this  gratification  was,  like 
many  others,  to  feveral  of  noy  companions,  followed  by  the  moft 
excruciating  pain,  as  foon  as  their  frozen  parts  began  to  thaw. 
Several  of  thofe  who  had  remained  all  night  in  the  veiTel,  as 
well  as  thofc  who  came  afliore  with  me  in  the  boat,  had  been 
froxen  in  different  parts  of  their  members.  The  diflrefs  that 
Was  now  painted  in  the  faces  of  thefe  unfortunjite  men,  from  the 
tortures  they  underwent,  was  beyond  expreffion :  this  I  kncT 
would  be  the  cafe  before  I  heard  them  complain ;  but,  as  there 
was  no  remedy,  did  not  think  it  neceflfary  to  give  them  any  in- 
timation of  it. 

When  we  came  to  examine  into  our  numbers,  t  obferved  that 
a  Capt.  Green,  a  pafTenger,  was  miffing ;  and  was  informed 
ihat  he  had  fallen  afleep  on  board  the  velfel,  and  had  been  fro- 
zen to  death.  We  were  rather  uneafy  about  the  man  who  flill 
remained  on  board,  yet  had  fome  hopes  of  faving  his  life,  in 
cafe  the  (hip  did  not  go  to  pieces,  at  the  return  of  low  water : 
but  it  being  too  difficult  to  undertake  in  the  night,  we  were  under 
the  oeceffity  of  waiting  till  the  following  day.  This  night  we 
paflTed  a  little  better  than  the  lafl :  yet,  notwithftanding  we  had  a 
good  fire,  we  found  extreme  inconveniency  from  the  total  want 
of  covering,,  as  well  as  from  hunger,  a  new  mifery,  that  we  had 
hitherto  been  unacquainted  with.  Befides  which,  the  greatcft 
part  of  our  number  were  in  the  moft  wretched  ftate  imaginable, 
from  the  fores  occalioned  by  the  froftt 

The  next  morning,  as  many  of  us  as  were  able  went  to  the 
beach  to  contrive  fome  means  to  extricate  the  carpenter,  whofe 
voice  we  heard  on  board  the  vefTel.  The  fea  ftill  running  with 
the  fame  violence  as  before,  we  could  not  put  out  the  boat  to  his 
aflBftance,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  wait  the  return  of  low 
water,  when  we  perfuaded  him  to  come  on  fhore  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  others  had  done  y  but  this  he  accomplifhed  widi 
much  difficulty,  being  Very  weak,  and  frozen  in  different  parts 
of  his  limbs.  We  ftill  remained  without  any  kind  of  provifions, 
and  began  to  be  reduced  in  ftrength  for  want  of  nourifhment. 

[  TV  ie  continued,  ]  Extraft 
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Robert  Smith,  John  Price,  Alexander  Sturgeon. 
Charles  Graham,  Thomas  Hewitt :  Adam  AveriU| 

Supernumerary. 
Francis  Armftrong,  James  Irwin,  James  Stuart. 
William    Hamilton,   Thomas   Barbor,   William 

Douglas. 
William  Fergufon,  Blakely  Dowling,  John  Clen* 

dinnen. 
Matthew  Tobias^  J.  Smith,  Archibald  Campbell. 
Archibald  Murdock,    Thomas   Edwards,  Wil- 
liam Little. 
John   Stcphenfon,     Daniel    Pedlow:     William 

Armftrong,   Supernumerary. 
Matthew  Stuart,  Archibald  Montgomery. 
James  Reawick,  John  M*Arthur. 
Samuel  Alcorn,  James  M'Keown. 
Robert  Crosier,  Thomas  Johnibn. 
Thomas  Ridgeway,  David  Gordon,  James  Jor- 

din  :  Thomas  Kerr,  Supernumerary. 
Andrew  Hamilton,  jun.   WiUiam  Wilfon,  Wil- 

liam  Sturgeon. 
Joha  Kerr,  James  M'Kee. 
John  Crook,  John  Grace :    Andrew  Hamilton, 

fen.  Supernumerary. 
Jofeph  Armftrong,  Thomas  Brown,  James  Carter. 
Samuel  Wood,  Daniel  M'Mullen. 
Cuftavus  Armftrong,  Charles  Mayne* 
Robert  Banks,  John  Clcgg. 
John  Malcomlbn^.  Samuel  Moorhcad. 
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The  Life  of  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  -Minifter  of  the  GofpcL 

MR.  BLAIR  was  born  at  Irvine,  in  the  year  1593,  his  fatfiefi 
Mr.  John  Blair,  of  Windyedge,  was  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Blair.  Hi$  mother  was  Beatrice  Muir  of  the  family  of  Re- 
wallen.  His  father  died  when  he  was  young,  and  left  his  mother 
with  fix  children,  of  whom  Robert  was  the  youngeft.  She  con- 
tinued near  fifty  years  a  widow,  and  lived  till  ihc  was  a  hundred 
years  old. 

He  was  entered  at  the  College  of  Glafgow  in  the  year  1608^ 
where  he  ftudied  diligently,  and  made  great  progrefs.  Having 
finiihed  his  ftudies,  under  the  direSion  of  his  own  brother,  he 
engaged  -for  fome  time  to  be  an  affiftant  Co  a  fchool-mafter  at 
Glafgow,  who  had  above  300  fchols^rs,  the  half  of  whom  were 
committed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Blair,  At  this  time  he  was 
awakened  under  the  miniftry  of  Mr.  Boyde,  then  Principal  of 
the  Cbllege  of  Glafgow,  in  whofe  hand,  (as  he  himfelf  obferves,) 
**  the  Lordput  the  key  of  his  heart,"  fo  that  whenever  he  heard " 
Mr.  Boydei  in  public  or  private,  he  profited  much,  being  fent 
of  God  to  fpeak  to  him  the  words  of  eternal  life. 

Two  years  sifter,  Mr.  Blair  was  admitted  to  be  Regept  In 
the  College  of  Glafgow,  though  not  without  oppofition  from  the 
Birtiop,  who  had  promifed  that  place  to  another.  After  his  ad- 
miflion,  his  elder  Colleagues,  perceiving  his  great  abilitieSj 
urged  him  to  read  theclaffical  authors,  wbich  he  agreed  to  5  but 
the  defign  was  fruftratfed,  by  meeting  with  Auguftine*s  cori-  . 
feflions,  wherein  he  inveighs  fharply  againft  the  education  of 
youth  in  heathenifh  writings.  Whereupon  Mr.  Blair  betook 
himfelf  to  the  reading  of  the  facred  Scriptures,  and  the  ancient 
Fathers :  And  although  he  perceived  that  our  reformed  minifters 
were  more  clear  and  found  than  m?ny  of  the  ancients,  yet  in  his 
fpare  hours  he  refolved  to  perufe  thofe  ancient  monuments, 
wherein  he  made- a  confiderable  progrefs. 

In  1 61 6,  he  preached  his  trial  fermon  for  the  mirfiftry,  and 
was  appointed  to  preach  in  the  College^Church  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing. Bemg  told  by  fome  of  the  hearers,  who  were  better 
acquainted  with  religion  than  he  was  then,  how  much  they  were 
edified  under  that  fermon,  he  was  not  a  little  furprized,  and  was 
ftirred  up  to  follow  the  Lord  more  clofely  than  he  had  done. 
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One  evening,  the  fame  year,  being  engaged  in  converfatiot 
with  fome  irreligious  friends,  when  he  returned  home  he  found 
himfelf  in  great  heavinefs,  and  paffed  a  fleeplefs  night :  The 
next  day  he  devoted  to  fafting  and  folemn  prayer,  and  in  the 
clofe  or  the  day,  he  found  accefs  to  God,  and  was  filled  with 
peace  and  joy  in  believing.  This  induced  him  to  be.  more 
careful  how  he  fpent  his  time  in  company.  But  foon  after,  he 
found  himfelf  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  other  extreme,  of 
being  too  diftant  and  rude  towards  thofe  who  were  deftitutc  cf 
religion  ;  which  conftrained  him  to  acknowledge  how  difficult  it 
was,  without  conftant  fupplies  of  grace,  to  keep  in  the  proper 
medium. 

While  he  was  Regent  in  the  College,  upon  a  report  that  a 
finful  oath  was  to  be  impofed  upon  the  matters,  he  advifcd  with 
Mr.  Gavan  Forfyth,  one  of  his  fellow-regents,  what  he  would 
do  in  this  bufinefs  ?  Mr.  Forfyth  anfwered,  •*  By  my  faith,  I 
muft  livc.^*  Mr.  Blair  replied,  "  I  will  not  fwear  by  my  faidi 
as  you  do,  but  truly,  I  intend  to  live  by  my  faith,  fo  you  may 
take  your  owh  way,  but  I  am  determined  to  venture  on  the 
Lord."  Mr.  Forfyth  took  the  oath,  and  continued  in  his  place  ; 
nbtwithftanding  which,  fome  years  after,  he  was  brought  to  fuch 
a  ftate  of  poverty,  as  to  be  obliged  to  petition  the  General 
AflGSmbly  for  relief,  at  the  fame  time  that  Mr.  Blair  was  chofen 
Moderator  ;  who,  when  he  faw  his  old  friend  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
remembered  what  had  paffed  between  them,  and  in  private  told 
Mr.  Forfyth  with  great  tendernefs,  how  the  Lord  had  mercifully 
carried  him  thro'  all  his  ftraits  and  difficulties  by  that  faith, 
ivhich  he  had  formerly  fcoffed. 

Some  years  after  Mr.  Blair  was  Regent  in  the  College,  he  fell 
into  deep  exercifes  of  foul ;  but  in  his  diftrefs  he.  fought  unto  the 
Lord  for  help,  and  found  deliverance.  That  word  was  im- 
preffed  upon  his  mind,  •*  The  juft  (hall  live  by  faith,"  which 
led  him  to  fearch  the  Scriptures  with  more  attention  and  dili- 
gence. "  By  this  ftudy  of  the  nature  of  faith,  (fays  he)  and 
efpecially  of  the  Scripture  before  mentioned,  I  perceived,  that 
many  who  make  a  right  ufe  of  faith  in  order  to  attain  the  know- 
ledge of  their  juftification,  make  no  direft  ufe  of  it  in  order  to 
fandification  :  and  that  .to  live  by  faith,  extends  much  farther 
than  I  formerly  conceived,  and  that  the  heart  muft  be  purified 
by  faith.  If  any  one  will  fay,  <'  Why,  did  you  not  know,  that 
precious  faith,  being  a  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  not  only  a 
part  of  our  holinefs,  but  is  an  effeftual  means  of  our  attaining 
entire  holinefs  ?  '*  I  anfvver,  That  I  did  know  this,  and  ac- 
cordingly made  ufe  of  faith  as  a  motive  in  order  to  ftir  me  up  to 
holinefs,  agreeable  to  .the  Apoftles*  exhortation,  "  Having  thefe 
promifes,  let  us  cleanfe  ourfclves  from  all  filthinefs  of  the  fle(h 

and 
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and  fpirit,  perfefting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God."  But  I  had 
not  before  learned  to  make  ufe  of  faith  as  a  mean  and  inftru- 
tnent  to  draw  holinefs  from  Chrift  ;  though  it  may  be,  I  had 
both  heard  and  fpoken  of  this  in  a  tranfient  way,  I  had  learned 
to  know,  that  they  who  receive  forgivenefs  of  fins  are  fandlified  *« 
through  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  But  now  I  faw  that  it  was  no 
wonder,  that  as  I  did  not  make  ufe  of  this  glorious  Saviour  in 
order  to  fanftification,  there  was  an  obftro<ftion  in  the  progrefs 
of  my  holinefs.  And  I  perceived,  that  my  making  ufe  of  faith 
for  fandification,  without  a  dire£f  employing  of  faith  in  order  to 
extraft  holinefs  from  him,  was  like  feeking  to  draw  water  out  of 
a  deep  well,  withputalong  cord  to  let  down  the  bucket  and 
draw  it  up  again.  I  was  like  one  who  came  to  the  ftore-houfe, 
*  but  only  got  my  provifions  handed  to  me  thro'  the  window^  and  ' 

not  through  tl\e  door.  Or,  I  dame  to  the  houfe  of  mercy,  but 
did  not  knock  at  the  right  door.  But  by  this  difcovcry  I  found  an 
open  door,  by  which  to  enter,  fo  as  to  partake  of  all  the  lan- 
fearchable  riches  of  Chrift.  Thus  the  bleffed  Lord  trained  me 
up,  ftep  by  ftep,  fufFcring  many  difficulties  to  arife,.  that  more 
light  from  himfelf  might  flow  into  my  foul. 

*'  I  hoped  then  to  make  greater  progrefs  with  lefs  ftumblfhg  \ 
but  (hortly  after  I  met  with  another  difficulty,  and  wondering 
what  difcovery  would  next  clear  the  way,  I  found  that  the  Spirit 
of  Holinefs,  whofe  proper  work  was  to  fandify,  had  been 
flighted,  and  thereby  grieved.  For.  tho'  thq  Holy  Spirit  h^d 
been  teaching  me,  and  I  had  been  fpeaking  of  him,  and  to  him 
frequently,  and  had  been  praying  that  the  Spirit  might  be  poured 
out  upon  me,  and  had  been  urging  others  to  do  the  fame ;  yet 
that  difcovery  appeared  to  me  a  new  pradlical  leiTon  :  And  fo  I 
lab^'ured  the  more  to  cherifli,  .an^  took  the  greater  care  not  to  f 

quench  the  Holy  Spirit,  praying  to  be  led  into  all  truth,  accord- 
ing to  the  Scripture,  by  that  blefTed  Guide  :  And  that  by  this 
heavenly  Comforter,  I  might  be  encouraged  in  all  my  troubles, 
and  fealed  by  him  in  ftrong  aflurance  of  my  intereft  in  Chrift. 

**  About  .this  time,  the  Lord  fet  me  to  work  to  ftir  up  the 
Jludents  under  my  care,  to  feek  after  religion,  and  to  be  diligent         '*  • 
in  feeking  the   Lord,  and  my  endeavours  were  gracioufly  bleifed 
to  feveral  of  them.*'         Dr.  John  Cameron,  being  brought  over 
from  France,  and  made  Principal  of  the  College  ;  and  as  he  was  - 

devoted  to  the  caufe  of  Epifcopacy,  he  foon  found  occafion  againft 
Mr  Blair:  which  obliged  Mr.  Blair  to  bring  his  caufe  before  the 
minifters  and  magiftratcs  of  the  city  ;  the  matter  was  managed  fo 
well,  that  all  who  were  prefent  profefTed  their  entire  fatisfadion 
with  Mr.  Blair :  Yea,  one  of  the  minifters  of  the  city,  who  had 
been  prejudiced  againft  him,  faid,  at  that  meeting,    <<  W©uld  to  j 

God  King  James  himfelf  had  been  prefent  to  have  heard  the  1 
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anfwers  he  has  given  '*  However  fuch  a  powerful  antagonift 
rendered  Mr.  Blair's  life  uneafy,  and  he  refolved  to  leave  the 
College,  and  go  abroad.  When  this  refolution  was  made  pub- 
lic, both  the  Doctor  and  the  Biftiop,  well  knowing  his  great 
abilities,  wrote  letters  to  prevail  upon  him  to  ftay.  But  their 
letters  had  but  little  weight  with  him,  as  he  well  knew  their  fair 
promifes  were  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

He  had  fevcral  charges  offered  him  in  Scotland,  and  an  in- 
vitation to  France,  but  at  laft  he  refolved  to  go  to  Ireland.  In 
his  voyage  thither,  he  met  with  contrary  winds,  and  was  much 
afflidted  with  the  fea-ficknefs  ;  yet  he  was  favoured  with  the  divine 
frefcnce  ;  and  when  he  firft  got  fight  of  the  land,  he  exulted  for 
joy.  Being  arrived  at  Bangor,  Mr.  Gibfon  the  Incumbent  of 
that  place,  being  fick,  he  invited  Mr.  Blair  to  preach  for  him, 
which  he  did  three  Sundays,  to  the  (atisfaftion  of  the  people ; 
and  altho'  Mr.  Gibfon  had  been  but  a  very  bad  man,  yet  he  told 
Mr.  Blair,  that  he  would  fucceed  him  in  that  parifhr  and  ex- 
horted him  in  the  Name  of  Chrift  not  to  leave  that  good  way  in 
which  he  had  begun  to  walk,  profefling  a  great  deal  of  forrow 
for  his  own  mifconduft,  and  drawing  Mr.  Blair's  head  to  his 
bo£m^  with  both  his  arms,  he  bleflfed  him.  This  condudl  of  his 
w^fs  fo  urrfikc  all  that  had  gone  before,  that  a  gentlewoman 
prefcnt  did,  That  an  angel  was  fpcaking  to  Mr.  Blair  out  of 
the  Dean's  bed,  thinking  it  impoffible  to  be  the  Dean  himfelf. 
In  a  few  davs  he  died,  and  Mr.  Blair  was  fettled  MInifter  in  that 
place,  whole  Prdination  was  in  the  following  manner  :  He  went 
to  Bilhop  Knox,  and  freely  told  him  his  thoughts  on  Ordination. 
The  Bifliop  having  heard  of  his  great  parts  and  folid  piety,  re- 
plied, Whatever  you  think  of  Epifcopacy,  I  know  you  account 
rrefbytery  to  have  a  divine  warrant,  will  you  not  then  receive 
Ordination  from  Mr.  Cunningham  and  the  neighbouring  Bre- 
thren, and  let  me  come  in  among  them,  in  no  other  relation  but 
as  a  Prefbyter,  for  on  no  lower  tefms  can  I  be  anfwer^ble  to  the 
Law.  This  Mr.  Blair  could  not  refufe,  and  accordingly  he  was 
ordained  in  the  year  i6%2* 

Being  thus  fettled,  his  charge  was  very  great,  having  above 
I  loo  grown  perfons,  befides  children,  who  flood  in  great  need  of 
inftru^ion.  And  accordingly  he  preached  twice  a  week,  befides 
^he  Lord's-day.  On  all  fuch  occafion^  be  found  little  difficulty, 
as  the  LfOKO  his  Gpp  was  with  him. 

He  btcame  the  chief  inftrumcnt  of  that  extraordinary  revival 
of  the  work  of  God,  which  happened  foon  after  at  a  plapc  called 
the  Six-mile-water,  s^nd  other  places  in  the  county  of  Down  and 
Antrim  ;  and  that  rtot  only  by  his  own  miniftry,  wherein  he  was 
both  diligent  and  faithful,  but  alfo  in  the  great  pains  be  took  to 
ftir  up  others  to  thp  like  dut^,  Jn 
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•  In  the  firft  year  of  hk  miniftry,  he  fuppofed  that  it  would 
not  be  fo  profitable  for  the  people,  for  him  to  go  thro'  a  whol« 
book  or  chapter,  in  preaching,  but  rather  to  make  choice  of  the 
irioft  ftriking  paflages  of  holy  Scripture,  and  fuch  as  were  moft 
fuitcd  to  the  ftate  of  the  people  at  that  time,  and  to  clofe  thi^ 
courfe  of  fermons,  with  one  on  the  Glory  of  Heaven,  and  ano- 
ther on  the  Torments  of  Hell :  But  when  he  came  to  meditate 
upon  thefe  fubjeds,  he  was  kept  a  whole  day  in  fuch  perplexity^, 
that  he  could  fix  upon  nothing.  Being  in  deep  diftrefs  on  the 
occafien,  the  Lord  mercifully  relieved  him,  by  giving  him  fiich 
light  into  the  fubjedi  which  he  wiihed  to  explain  to  the  people^ 
that  he  was  enabled  to  go  through,  that  work  with  fadsfadUoft  to 
himfelf,  and  profit  to  thofe  who  heard  him. 

About  this  time  he  met  with  a  very  remarkable  deliverance. 
Being  obliged  to  live  in  another  perfon's  houfe  till  his  own  was 
built  I  one  night  his  ftudies  engaged  him  to  a  very  late  hour,  and 
his  candle  being  burnt  out,  he  called  for  another,  which  the 
good  woman  of  the  houfe  brought  from  a  room  under  which  he 
was  fitting.  To  her  aftoniftment,  a  joift  under  his  bed  had 
taken  fire,  which  had  he  been  in  bed  as  ufual,  the  confifquence, 
in  all  probability,  would  have  been  dreadful,  not  only  to  him- 
felf but  to  the  whole  town,  as*  the  wind  blew  very  ftrong  from 
that  quarter.  But  by  this  difcovery  the  evil  was  prevented, 
which  filled  his  foul  with  praife  for  the  great  deliverance. 

But  it  was  not  many  years  that  he  enjoyed  the  liberty  of  ex- 
ercifing  his  rairiiftry,  for  in  1631,  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Living.  , 
fton,  were,  by  the  Bifhop  of  Down,  fufpcnded  from  their  oiBce. 
Upon  complaining  to  Bifliop  Uftier,^  hp  wrote  in  their  favour  to 
the  Bifhop  of  Down,  and  the  fentence  was  taken  off,  and  they 
were  rcftored  to  their  miniftry,  until  the  year  1632,  when  they 
were  by  the  Bifhop  ©f  Down,  again  depofed  from  the  facred 
office. 

As  no  redrefs  could  be  had,  Mr.  Blair  determined  upon  a 
journey  to  London,  to  reprefent  their  grievances  to  the  king,  and 
to  petition  his  majefty  for  liberty  to  preach  the  Gofpel.  He  re- 
mained a  long  time  in  London  before  he  could  have  accefs  to 
king  James.  Being  weary  with  waiting,  and  greatly  diftreffed 
on  account  of  the  lofs  of  fo  much  time,  he  retired  into  Green- 
wich-Park, and  there  fpent  fome  time  in  fervent  prayer  for  fuc- 
ccfs  in  this  bufinef«.  The  Lord  hearkened  to  the  cry  of  his  fer- 
vant,  and  inclined'  the  heart  of  the  king,  not  only  to  fign  his 
petition,  but  with  his  own  hand  he  wrote  on  the  margin,  <^  In- 
Algc  thefe  men,  for  they  are  Scotchmen.*' 

During  his  flay  in  England,  he  had  a  flrange  difcovery  of  the 
death  of  his  wife  ?  He  faw  the  bed  on  which  flic  was  iying,  and 

the 
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the  friends  who  were  attending  her  :  And  although  fhe  was  In 
good  health  at  his  return  home,  yet  in  a  little  time  all  that  he 
had  feen  came  to  pafs. 

Upon  his  return  to  Ireland,  the  king's  Letter  was  (lighted, 
the  perfon  concerned  in  the  bufinefs  having  been  in  England 
himfelf  at  the  fame  time  with  Mr.  Blair,  fo  that  he  knew  how 
to  aft  his  part  well.  This  being  the  cafe,  Mr.  Blair  applied  to 
Biftiop  Ulher  a  fccond  time,  who  with  tears  told  him,  "  It  is 
not  in  my  power  to  affift  you."  Such  was  the  perfecuting  fpirit 
which  prevailed  in  thofe  dangerous  days  :  Yet  after  all,  by  the 
interpofition  of  Lord  Caftle- Stuart,  with  the  king,  they  got  fix 
months  liberty  to  preach  the  Gofpel ;  at  the  expiration  of  this 
term,  he  was  again  called  before  the  Bifhop  of  Down,  and  the 
fentcnce  of  excommunication  was  pronounced  againft  him  by  the 
Bifhop  himfelf.  As  foon  as  the  Biftiop  had  finifhed  the  fentcnce, 
Mr.  JBlair  rofe  np,  and  faid  publicly,  "  I  cite  you  to  appear  be- 
**  fore  the  tribunal  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  anfwer  for  this  wicked 
'<  deed."  The  Biftiop  replied,  "  I  appeal  from  the  jufticeof 
**  God  to  his  mercy.**  Mr.  Blair  anfwered,  "Your  appeal 
•<  will  be  rejedted,  becaufe  you  adi  againft  the  light  of  your  own 
*<  confcience.'*  In  a  few  mohths  after,  the  Biftiop  fell  fick, 
and  the  Phyfician  enquiring  into  the  nature  of  his  complaint,  — 
jifter  fome  time  filence,  the  Biftiop  with  great  difficulty,  faid, 
*<  //  is  my  confcienciy  man  !  **  To  which  the  Do<ftor  replied,  "  i 
«*  have  no  cure  for  that.**     And  in  a  fliort  time  the  Biftiop  died. 

Mr.  Blair  now-  preached  in  hia  own  houfe,  arid  in  the  houfes 
of  his  friends  in  difterent  places,  as  opportunity  ferved.  Dif- 
ficulties increafing  in  Ireland,  Mr.  Blair  engaged  with  the  reft 
of  the  ejedled  Minifters,  in  building  a  fliip,  in  order  to  go 
over  to  New  England.  Accordingly  they  fet  fail,  but  when  they 
were  about  three  hundred  leagues  from  Ireland,  they  met  with 
a  dreadful  ftorm,  which  drove  them  back  to  the  fame  harbour 
from  whence  they  failed.  The  Lord  had  work  for  them  at 
home,  and  therefore  he  was  pleafed  to  fruftrate  their  purpofes. 
They  continued  about  four  months  in  Ireland,  but  hearing  that 
Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Livingfton  were  to  be  apprehended,  they 
both  went  to  Scotland,  Thus  were  thefe  faithful  fervants  of 
God  obliged  to  flee  from  one  nation  to  another,  for  no  othet 
crime  but  preaching  the  Gofpel. 

All  that  Summer  after  his  arrival,  Mr.  Blair  was  much  cm- 
ployed,  both  in  public  and  private  exercifes,  chiefly  in  Irvine, 
^nd  Edinburgh.  But  the  confufion  in  the  nation  on  account  of 
the  Common-Prayer-Book  being  forced  upon  the  Minifters,  in- 
clined him  to  go  to  France,  upon  an  invitation  to  be  Chaplain 
to  Colonel  Hepburn*s  regiment,  in  the  French  fervicc.  He  em- 
barked with  the  regiment  at  Leith  \  but  fome  of  the  recruits, 
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"who  were  moftly  Highlanders,  being  defperately  wicked,  and 
upon  his  reproving  them,  they  threatened  to  ftab  him  ;  he  pre* 
vailed  upon  the  mafter  of  the  Ihip  to  fet  him  on  (hore  without 
making  his  defign  known.  At  which  tiraexhe  met  with  another 
deliverance,  for  his  foot  flipping,  he  was  in  great  danger  of 
being  drowned,  but  getting  hold  of  a  rope,  he  fufpcnded  him- 
fclf  till  he  was  relieved. 

'  Mr.  *  Blair's  return  gave  great  fatisfaftion  to  his  friends  in 
Edinburgh  ;  and  the  Reformation  being  then  reviving,  in  the 
Spring  of  the  year  1638,  he  was  called  to  be  the  Colleague  of 
Mr.  Annan  at  Ayr,  and  having  preached  upon  2  Cor.  iv.  5, 
**  We  preach  not  ourfelves,  but  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,"  he  was 
at  the  earneft  defire  of  the  people  admitted  their  Minifter.  From 
this  place  he  was  removed,  by  an  order  from  the  General  AC- 
femb4y,  to  St.  Andrews. 

[  To  be  concluded  in  the  next.  ] 

SERMON. 

The  following  Sermon,  preached  at  St.  Mar^^'s,  Oxford*,  on. 
Whitfunday,  1736,  w^as  found  among  the  Papers  gf  the  late 
Mr.  Wbsley. 

2  Corinthians  III.  17. 
*<  Now  the  Lord  is  that  Spirit." 

THE  Apoftle  had  been  fliewing,  how  the  Gofpel  miniftry  was 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  Law :  the  time  being  now  come  whett 
types  and  fliadows  fliould  be  laid  afide,  and  w«  jQtiould  be  invited 
to  our  duty  by  the  manly  and  ingenuous  motives  of  a  clear  and 
full  revelation,  open  and  free  on  God's  part,  and  not  at  all  dif- 
guifed  by  his  ambaflfadors.  But  what  he  chiefly  infifts  upon,  is 
not  the  manner,  but  the  fubjedl  of  their  miniftry :  "  Who  hath 
made  us  able  minifters  (feith  he)  of  the  New  Teftament ;  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit ;  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  Spirit 
giveth  life."  Here  lies  the  great  difference  between  tlie  two  dif- 
penfations  :  That  the  Law  was  indeed  fpiritual  in  its  demands, 
requiring  a  life  confecrated  to  God  in  the  obfervance  of  maoy 
rules,  but  not  conveying  fpiritual  afliftance,  its  efFe<S  was  only 
to  kill  and  mortify  man  ;  by  giving  him  to  underftand,  that  he 
muft  needs  be  in  a  ftatc  of  great  depravity,  fince  he  found  it  fo 
difficult  to*  obey  God  ;  and  that,  as  particular  deaths  were  by 
that  inftitution  infliiftcd  for  particular  fins,  fo  death  in  general 
was  but  the  confequence  of  his  univcrfal  finfulnefs.  But  the 
miniftration  of  the  New  Teftament  was  that  of  a  **  Spirit  which 
giveth  life;"  a  Spirit  not  only  promifed,  but  aftually  conferred 
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by  the  Apoftles  ;  which  (hoiild  botl»  enable  Chriftians  now  tb 
live  unto  Gop,  and  fulfil  precepts  even  more  fpiritual  than  the 
former,  and  reftore  them  hereafter  to  perfect:  life  after  the  ruins 
of  fin  and  death.  The  incarnation,  preaching,  and  death  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  were  defigned  to  reprcfent,  proclaim,  and  purchafc 
for  us  this  gift  of  the  Spirit :  And  therefore  fays  the  Apoftle, 
<«  The  Lord  is  that,  or  the  Spirit." 

This  defcriptyjn  of  Chrift  was  a  proper  inducement  to  Jews  to 
.believe  on  him^  and  it  is  ftill  a  neceflary  inftruiStion  to  Chrif- 
tians, to  regulate  their  expeftations  from  him.  But  I  think  this 
age  has- >made  it  particularly  neceflfary  to  be  well  affured,  ffTjat 
Chrift  is%  us  ?  When  that  queftion  is  fo  differently  refolved  by 
the  pious  but  weak  accounts  of  fome  pretenders  to  faith  on  one 
hand  ;  and  by  the  clearer,  but  not  perfedly  Chriflian  accounts 
of  fome  pretenders  to  reajoriy  on  the  other.  *  While  fome  derive 
from  him  a  righteoujnejs  of  God^  but  ^  in  a  fenfe  fomewhat  im- 
proper and  figurative  ;  and  others  no  more  than  a  charter  of  par- 
don and  a  fyftem  of  morality.  While  fome  fo  interpret  the  Gof- 
pel,  as  to  place  the  holirtefs  they  are  to  be  favcd  by,  in  fomething 
divine,  but  exterior  to  themfelves  \  and  others,  fo  as  to  place  it 
in  things  really  within  themfelves,  but  not  more  than  human. 
Now  the  proper  cure  of  what  indiftindlnefs  there  is  in  one  way, 
and,  what  infidelity  in  the  other,  feems  to  be  contained  in  the 
doctrine  of  my  text,  <<  The  Lord  is  that  Spirit." 

In  treating  of  which  words,  I  will  confider, 

I.  The  nature  of  our  fall  in  Adam  ;  by  which  it  will  appear, 
that  if  the  Lord  were  not  that  Spirit,  he  could  not  be  faid  to 
fave  or  redeem  us  from  our  fallen  condition. 

IL  I  wijl  confider  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  by  which  it  will 
appear,  that  the  Lord  is  that  Spirit.     And 

in.  I  will  enquire *into  the  nature  and  operations  of  the  Hofy 
Spirity  as  beftowed  upon  Chriftians. 

I.   I  am  to  confider  the  nature  of  our  fall  in  Adam. 

Our  firft  parents  did  enjoy  the  prefence  of  the  Holy  Spirit: 
for  they  were  created  in  the  image  and  Ukencfs  of  God,  which 
was  no  other  tlvan  his  Spirit.  By  that  he  communicates  him- 
felf  to  his  creatures,  and  by  that  alone  they  can  bear  any  like- 
nefsjtohim.  It  is  indeed  his  life  in  them;  and  is  fo  properly 
divine,  that  upon  this  ground  angels  and  regenerate  men  are 
called  his  children. 

But  when  man  would  not  be  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  left 
him.  When  he  would  be  wife  in'  his  own  way  and  in  his  own 
ftrength,  and  did  not  depend  in  fimplicity  upon  his  heavenly 
Father,  the  feed  of  a  fuperior  life  was  recalled,  from  bim«     For 
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lie  was  no  longer  fit  to  be  formed  into  a  heavenly  condition, 
when  he  had  fo  unworthy  a  longing  for,  or  rather  dependance 
upon  an  earthly  fruit,  which  he  knew  God  would  not  blefs 
to  him ;  no  longer  fit  to  receive  fapematural  fuccours,  ivhen 
he  could  not  be  content  with  his  happy  ftate  towards  Gob,  with- 
out an  over-curious  examination  into  it. 

Then  he  fofind  himfelf  forfaken  of  God,  and  left  to  the 
poverty,  weaknefs,  and  mifery  of  his  own  propex  nature.  He 
was  now  a  mere  animal,  like  unto  other  creatures  made  of  flelK 
and  blood,  but  only  poffeffed  of  a  larger  underftanding :  By 
means  of  which  he  fhould  either  be  led  into  greater  abfurdities 
than  they  could  h6  guilty  of,  or  elfe  be  made  fenfible  of  his  loft 
happinefs,  and  put  into  the  right  courfc  for  regainihgih  That 
is,  if  he  continued  a  carelefs  apoftate,  he  (hould  love  and  ad- 
mire the  goods  of  this  world,  the  adequate  happinefs  only  of 
animals;  and  to  recomniend  them  and  diffemble  their  defedt?, 
add  all  the  ornament  to  them  that  hia.  fuperior  wit  could  invent* 
Or  elfe,  (which  is  indeed  more  above  brutes,  but  no  nearer  the 
perfeftion  of  man  as  partaker  of  God,  than  the  other)  he  fhoujd 
frame  a  new  world  to  himfelf  in  theory  ;  fometimes  by  wa^m 
imaginations,  and  fometimes  by  cool  reafonihgs,  endeavouring  to 
aggrandize  his  condition  and  defend  his  pratHce,  or  at  leaft 
divert  Jiimfelf  from  feeling  his  own  meannefs  and  diforder. 

If  on  the  other  hand,  he  (hould  be  willing  to  find  out  the 
miferies  of  his  fall,  his  underftanding  might  fumi(h  him  with 
reafons  for  conftant  .mourning,  for  defpifing  and  denying  him- 
felf;, might  point  dut  the  fad  cfFefls  of  turning  away  from  God 
and  lofing"  his  fpirit,  in  the  (hame  and  anguiJh  of  a  nature  at 
variance  with  itfelf ;  thirfting  after  immortality,  and  yet  fubjedl 
to  death ;  approving  righteoufnefs,  and  yet  .taking  pleafure  in 
things  inconfiftent  with  it ;  feeling  an  immenfe  want  of  fomc- 
Vhing  to  perfeft  and  fatisfy  all  its  faculties,  and  yet  neither  able 
to  know  what  that  mighty  thing  is,  otherwife  than  from  its 
prefent  defeSs,  nor  how  to  attain  it,  otherwife  than  by  going 
contrary  to  its  prefent  inclinations. 

Well  might  Adam  now  find  himfelf  naked:  Nothing  lefs  than 
God  was  departed  from  him.  Till  tlien  he  had  experienced 
nothing  but  the  goodnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  Gob :  A  heavenly  life 
fpread  itfelf  through  his  whole  frame,  as  if  he  were  not  made  of 
duft  ;  his  mind  Was  filled  with  angelic  wifdom,  a  diredlion  from 
above  took  him  by  the  hand ;  he  walked  and  thought  'uprightly, 
and  fecmed  not  to  be  a  child  or  novice  in  divine  things.  But 
now  he  had  other  things  to  experience ;  foroething  in  his  foul, 
that  he  did  not  find,  nor  need  to  fear,  wiiile  he  was  carried  on 
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ftraight  forwtrds  by  the.  gentle  gale  of  divine  grace :  fomething  in 
his  body,  that  he  could  not  fee  nor  complain  of  while  that  body 
was  covered  with  glory.  He  feels  there  a  felf-difpleafure,  tur- 
bulence, and  confufion,  fuch  as  is  common  to  other  fpirits  who 
have  lo(l  God  :  he  fees  here  caufcs  of  prefent  fhame  and  a  future 
diffolution ;  and  a  ftrong  engagement  to  that  groveling  life  which 
is  common  to  animals  that  never  enjoyed  the  divine  nature. 

The  general  chara£ter  therefore  of  n\an's  prefent  (late  is  death : 
%  death  from  God,  whereby  we  no  longer  enjoy  any  intercourfe 
with  him,  or  happinefs  in  him ;  we  no  longer  (hine  with  his 
glory,  or  aft  with  his  powers.  It  is  true,  while  wc  have  a  being, 
*<  in  him  we  muft  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being :  **  but 
this  we  do  now  not  in  a  filial  way,  but  only  in  a  fervile  one,  as 
all,  pven  the  meaneft  creatures,  exid  in  him.  It  is  one  thing 
to  receive  from  GoD  an  ability  to  walk  and  fpeak,  eat  and  digeft  j 
to  be  fupported  by  his  hand  as  a  part  of  this  earthly  creation, 
and  upon  the  fame  terms  with  it,  for  farther  trial  or  vengeance : 
and  anotl]ier,  to  receive  from  him  a  Life  which  is  his  own  Like- 
nefs  ;  tq  have  within  us  foniething  which  is  not.  of  thi^  creation, 
and  whicjii  is  nourifhed  by  his  own  immediate  word  and  power. 

Yet  this  is  not  the  whole  that  is  implied  in  man's  fall.  For 
he  is  not  only  inclined  himfelf  to  all  the  fottifhnefs  of  appedte, 
and  all  the  pride  of  reafon,  but  he  is  fallen  under  theTutorage 
of  the  evil  one,  who  mightily  furthers  him  in  both.  The  ftatc 
I^e  yas  at  firft  placed  in,  was  a  ftate  of  the  moft  fimple  fub- 
jf  £tion  to  God,  and  this  entitled  him  to  drink  of  his  Spirit : 
But  when  he,  not  content  to  be  aftually  in  paradife,  under  as 
full  a  light  of , God's  countenance  as  he  was  capable  of,  muft 
know  good  and  evil,  and  be  fatisfied  upon  rational  grounds 
whether  it  was  beft  for  him  to  be  as  he  was,  or  no ;  when  dif- 
daining  to  be  direJjed  as  a  child,  he  muft  weigh  every  thing 
himfelf,  and  feek  better  evidence  than  the  voice  of  his  Maker, 
and  the  feal  of  the  Spirit  in  his  heart ;— then  he  not  only  obeyed 
but  became  like  to  that  eldeft  fon  of  pride,  and  was  unhappily 
ehtitltid '  to  frequent  vifits,  or  rather  a  continued  influence  from 
him.  As  life  was  annexed  to  his  keeping  the  command,  and 
accordingly  that  Spirit,  which  alone  could  form  it  unto  true  life, 
dMxlt  in  his  body :  fo  being  fentenced  to  death  for  his  tranf- 
grelTion,  he  was  now  delivered  unto  "  him  who  hath  the  power 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil ;  "  whofe  hoftile  and  unkindly  im- 
prefllons  promote  death*  and  fin  at  once.  ' 

This  being  the  ftate  of  man,  if  God  (hould  fend  him  a  Re- 
(lecniGr*  what  muft  that  Redeemer  do  for  him  ?  Will  it  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  him  to  be  tJie  pfomulger  of  a  new  Law,  to  give  us  a 
fet  of  excellent  precepts?  No:  if  we  could  keep  them,  that 
alone  would  not  make  us  happy.      A  good  confcience  brings  a 
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man  Ac  happincfs  of  being  confiftent  with  himfclf,  but  not  that 
of  being  railed  above  himfelf  into  God  ;  which  every  perfoa 
will  find,  after  all,  is  the  thing  he  wants.  Shall  he  be  the 
fountain  of  an  imputed  righteoufnefs,  and  procure  the  tendereft 
favour  to  all  his  followers  ? '  This  alfo  is  not  enough.  Though 
a  man  ihould  be  allowed  as  righteous,  and  be  exempt  from  all 
puniftiment,  yet  if  he  is  as.really  enflaved  to  the  corruptions  of 
nature,  as  endued  with  thefe  privileges  of  redemption,  he  can 
hardly  make  himfelf  eafy  :  And  whatever  favour  he  can  receive 
from  God,  here  or  hereafter,  without  a  communication  of  him- 
felf, it  is  neither  the  cure  of  a  fpirit  falfen,  nor  the  happinefs  of 
one  reconciled.  Muft  not  then  our  Redeemer  be,  (according  to 
the  charafler  which  St.  John  his  fore-runner  gave  of  him,)  one 
that  "  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  ^  "  the  fountain  and  re- 
ftorer  of  that  to  mankind,  whereby  they  are  reftored  ta  their 
firft  eftate,  and  the  enjoyment  of  God  ?  And  this  is  a  prefump- 
tive  argument  that  "  The  Lord  is  that  Spirit." 

II.  But  it  will  appear  more  plainly  that  he  is  fo,  from  the 
fecond  thing  propofed :  Which  was  the  confideration  of  the  per- 
fon  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

He  was  one  to  whom  "  God  gave  not  thie  Spirit  by  meafurc  ; 
but  in  him  dwelt  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  of 
his  fulnefs  we  have  all  received,  and  grace  for  grace."  Indeed 
all  the  communications  of  the  Godhead  which  any  creatures 
could  receive,  were  always  fron^  him  as  the  Word  of  God  : 
but  all  that  mankind,  now  in  an  earthly  flate,  were  to  receive, 
muft  be  from  him  by  means  of  that  body^  at  firft  mortal  like  unto 
theirs,  and  then  glorious  in  the  likenefs  of  Gdd^  which  he  tool^ 
upon  him  for  their  fake. 

In  the  beginning  the  heavenly  Word,  being  a  Spirit  that  iffued 
from  the  Father,  and  the  Word  of  his  power,  made  man  aa 
image  of  immortality,  according  to  the  likenefs  of  the  Father ; 
but  he  who  had  been  made  in  the  image  of  God,  afterwards 
became  inortal,  when  the  moie  powerful  Spirit  was  feparated 
from  him.  To  remedy  this,  the  Word  became  man,  that  maa 
by  receiving  th^  adoption,  might  become  a  Son  of  God  once 
inore ;  That  the  light  of  the  Father  might  reft  upon  the  flefti  of 
our  Lord,  and  come  bright  from  thence  unto  us ;  and  fp  man 
being  encompafied  with  the  light  of  the  Godhead,  might  be 
carried  into  immortality.  When  he  was  incarnate  and  bccannie 
nian,  he  recapitulated  in  himfelf  all  generations  of  nriankidd, 
making  himfelf  the  center  of  our  falvation,  that  what  we  Xm,  in 
Adam,  even  the  image  and  likenefs  of  God,  we  might  receive 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  •  By  the  Holy  Ghoft  coming  upon  Mary,  and 
the  power  of  the  Higheft  overfliadowing  her,  the  incarnation  of 
Chrift  was  wrought,  and  a  new  birth  whereby  man  fliould  be  born 
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of  God  was  (hewn  ;  that  as  by  our  firft  birth  we  did  inherit  deatfr^ 

fo  by  this  birth  we  might  inherit  life. 

This  is  no  other  than  what  St.  Paul  teaches  us :  <<  The  firft 
man  Adam  was  made  a  living  foul,  but  the  fecond  Adam  was 
made  a  quickening  Spirit."  All  that  the  firft  man  poflcffed  of 
himfelf,  all  that  he  has  tranfmitted  to  us,  is  a  living  foul ;  a 
nature  endued  with  an  animal  life,  and  receptive  of  a  fpiritual. 
But  the  fecond  Adam  is,  and  was  made  to  us,  a  quickening 
Spirit :  By  a  ftrength  from  him  as  our  Creator,  we  were  at  firft 
raifed  above  ourfelves ;  by  a  ftrength  from  him  as  our  Redeemer, 
wc  fhall  again  live  unto  God. 

In  him  is  laid  up  for  us  that  fupplcment  to  our  nature,  which 
we  fliall  find  the  need  of  fooner  or  later ;  and  that  it  cannot  be 
countervailed  by  any  aflTiftance  from  the  creatures,  or  any  im- 
provement of  our  own  faculties.  -For  we  were  made  to  be  happy 
only  in  God  :  And  all  our  labours  and  hopes, — while  We  do  not 
thirft  after  our  deifiid  ftate, — to  partake  as  truly  of  God  as  we  do 
of  flefh  and  blood,  to  be  glorified  in  his  nature,  as  we  have  been 
diihonoured  in  our  own  ;  —  are  the  labours  and  hopes  of  thofc 
who  utterly  miftake  themfclves. 

The  divine  wifdom  knew  what  was  our  proper  confolation, 
though  we  did  not :  What  docs  more  obvioufly  prefent  itfelf  in 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  than  an  unitin  of  man  with  God  ?  An 
union  attended  with  all  the  propriety  of  behaviour  that  we  are 
called  to,  as  candidates  of  the  Spirit :  fuch  as  walking  with  God 
in  finglenefs  of  heart,  perfedt  felf-renunciation,  and  a  life  of 
fuflferings.  An  union  which  fubmitted  to  the  neceflary  ftages  of 
9ur  progrefs :  where  the  divine  lifewas  hid  for  the  moft  part  in 
the  fecret  of  the  foul  till  death  ;  in  the  ftate  of  feparation,  com- 
forted the  foul,  but  did  not  raife  it  above  thcf  intermediate  region 
of  paradifc  ;  at  tli^refurreflion,  cloathed  the  body  with  heavenly 
qualities,  and  the  powers  of  immortality ;.  and  at  laft  raifed  it 
to  the  immediate  prefence  and  right  hand  of  the  Father. 

Chrift  is  not  only  God  above  us,  which  may  keep  us  in  awe, 
but  cannot  fave  ':  but  he  is  Immanuel,  God  with  us  and  in  us. 
As  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  Gob  muft  be  where  he  is  ;  and  as  he 
is  the  Son  of  man,  he  will  be  with  mankind:  the  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  in  the  future  age  the  tabernacle  of  God  will  be 
with  men,  and  he  will  fhcw  them  his  glory ;  and  at  prefent 
he  will  dwell  in  their  hearts  by  faith  in  his  Son. 

I  hope  it  fuflSciently  appears,  that  "  The  Lord  is  that  Spirit." 
Confidcring  what  we  are,,  and  what  we  have  been,  nothing  lefs 
than  the  receiving  that  Spirit  again  would  be  redemption  to  us : 
And  confidcring  who  that  heavenly  Perfon  was,  that  was  fent  to 
be  our  Redeemer,  .we  can  expcft  nothing  Icfs  from  him. 

ITa  he  concluded  in  the  mxU"]    ■         LETTER 
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L  E    T   T   E   R      X. 
From  the  Bishop  of  LANDAFF  to  THOMAS  PAINE. 
[  Continued  from  page  441.  ] 
H  E  remaining  part  of  your  work  can  hardly  be  made  the. 
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fubjeft  of  animadverfion.  It  principally  confifts  of  un- 
fupported  aflertions,  abufive  appellations,  illiberal  farcafms, 
ftri^s  of  words y  profane  babblings y  and  oppojitlons  of  fcienie  falfely 
fo  called,  I  am  hurt  at  being,  in  mere  juftice  to  the  fubjcdi, 
under  the  neceffity  of  ufing  C^ch  har(h  language;  and  am  (in- 
ccrely  forry  that,  from  what  caufe  I  know  not,  your  mind  has 
|-eceived  a  wrong  bias  in  every  point  refpe<Sting  revealed  religion. 
You  are  capable  of  better  things  ;  for  there  is  rf  philofophical 
fublimity  in  fomc  of  your  ideas,  when  you  fpeak  of  the  Sapremc 
Being,  as  the  creator  of  the  univerfe.  That  you  may  not  accufe 
me  of  difrefped,  in  paflfmg  over  any  part  of  your  work  without 
beftowing  proper  attention  upon  it,  I  will  wait  upon  you  through 
what  you  call  your — conclufion. 

You  refer  your  reader  to  the  former  part  of  the  Age  of  Rea- 
fon  ;  in  which  you  have  fpoken  of  what  you  efteem  three  frauds 
—  myftery,  miracle,  and  prophecy.  —  I  have  not  at  hand  the 
book  to  which  you  refer,  and  know  not  what  you  hayc  faid  oa 
thefc  fubjefts ;  they  are  fubjefts  of  great  importance,  and  we^ 
probably,  ftiould  diner  effentially  in  our  opinion  concerning  them; 
but,  I  confefs,  I  am  not  forry  to .  be  excufed  from  examining 
what  you  have  faid  on  thefe  points.  The  fpecimen  of  your  rea-^ 
foning,  what  is  now  before  me,  has  taken  from  me  every  incli- 
nation to  trouble  either  my  reader,  or  myfelf,  with  any  obferva- 
tions  on  your  former  book. 

You  admit  the  poffibility  of  God's  revealing  his  will  to  man  ; 
yet  **  the  thing  fo  revealed,"  you  fay,  "  is  revelation  to  the 
perfon  only  to  whom  it  is  made ;  his  account  of  it  to  another  ss 
not  revelation."  —  This  is  true  ;  his  account  isfimple  teftimony. 
You  add,  there  is  no  "  poffible  criterion  to  judge  of  the  truth 
of  what  he  fays." — This  I  pofitively  deny;  and  contend,  that 
a  real  miracle,  performed  in  atteftation  of  a  revealed  truth,  is  a 
certain  criterion  by  which  we  may  judge  of  the  truth  of  that  at* 
teftation.  I  am  perfedly  aware  of  the  objedlions  which  may  be 
made  to  this  pofition ;  I  have  examined  them  with  care ;  I  ac- 
knowledge them  to  be  of  weight ;  but  I  do  not  fpeak  unadvifedly, 
or  as  wiihing  to  dldate  to  other  men,  when  I  fay,  that  I  am 
perfuaded  the  pofition  is  true.  So  thought  Mofes,  when,  in  the 
matter  of  Korah,  he  faid  to  the  Ifraclites  —  '*  If  thefe  men  die 
the  common  deatli  of  all  men,  then  the  Lord  hath  not  fent  me.** 
.•  — ^  — So 
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— So  thought  Elijah,  wheji  he  faid — ^*  Lord  God  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  of  Ifrael,  let  it  be  known  this  day,  that  thou  art  God 
in  Ifrael,   and  that  I  am  thy  fervant ; " — and  the  people,  before 
"whom  he  fpake,  were  of  the  fame  opinion ;  for,  when  the  fire  of 
the  Lord  fell,   and  confumed   the  bumt-facri(ice,    they  faid  — 
The  Lord,  he  is  the  God." — So  thought  our  Saviour,  when  he 
faid  — '*  The  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's  name,  they  bear 
witnefs  of  me ; " — and,    "  If  I  do  not  the  works  of  my  Father, 
believe  me  not."    What  reafon  have  we  to  believe  Jefus  fpeak- 
ing  in  the  gofpel,  and  to  difbelieve  Mahomet  fpeakihg  in  the 
Koran?     Both  of  them  lay  claim  to  a  divine  commiflion ;  ahd 
yet  we  receive  the  words  of  the  one  as  a  revelation  from  God, 
and  we  rejedl  the  words  of  the  other  as  an  ampofture  of  man. 
The  reafon  is  evident;    Jefus  eAablilhed  his  pretenfions,  not  by 
alledging  any  fecret  communication  with  the  Deity,  but  by  work- 
ing numerous  and  indubitable  miracles  in  the  prefence  of  thou- 
fands,  and  which  the  moft  bitter  and  watchful  of  bis  eiiemies 
could  not  difallow ;   but  Mahomet  wrought  no  miracles  at  all. 
— ^Nor  is  a  miracle  the  only  criterion  by  which  we  may  judge  of 
the  truth  of  a  revelation.     If  a  feries  of  prophets  flioufd,  thro' 
a  courfe  of  many  centuries,  predidt  the  appearance  of  a  certain 
perfon,  whom  God  would,  at  a  particular  time,  fend  into  the 
world  for  a  particular  end ;  and  at  length  a  perfon  (hould  appear, 
in  whom  all  the  predictions  were  minutely  accompli(hed  ;  fuch  a 
completion  of  prophecy  would  be  a  criterion  of  the  truth  of  that 
Tcvelation,  which  that  perfon  fhould  deliver  to  mankind.    Or  if 
a  perfon  (hould  now  fay,    (as  many  falfe  prophets  have  faid,  and 
are  daily  faying,)  that  he  had  a  commiffion  to  declare  the  will  of 
God;  and,  as  S,  proof  of  his  veracity,  (hould  predidl — that, 
after  his  death,  he  would  rife  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day;— 
the  completion  of  fuch  a  prophecy  would,  I  prefume,  be  a  fufB- 
cient  criterion  of  the  truth  of  what  this  man  might  have  faid  con* 
ceming  the  Will  of  God.  Now  I  tell  you,  (fays  Jefus  to  his  difci- 
ples, concerning  Judas,  who  was  to  betray him,)before it  come,  that 
when  it  is  come  to  pafs  ye  may  believe  that  I  am  he.     In  various 
parts  of  the  gofpels  our  Saviour,  with  the   utmofl  propriety, 
claims  to  be  received  as  the  meflenger  of  God,  not  only  from 
the  miracles  which  he  wrought,  but  from  the  prophecies  which 
were  fulfilled  in  his  perfon,  and  from  the  prediftions  which  he 
hinifelf  delivered.     Hence,   inftead  of  there  being  no  criterion 
by  which  we  may  judge  of.  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  revelation, 
there  are  clearly  three.     It  is  an  eafy  matter  to  ufe  an  indecorous 
flippancy  of  language  in  fpeaking  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and 
with  a  fupercilious  negligence  to  clafs  Chrift  and  his  apoftles 
amongft  the  impoftors  who  have  figured  in  the  world ;  but  it  is 
not,    I  think,    an  eafy  matter  for  any  man,  of  good  fcnfe  and 
found  erudition,  to  make  an  impartial  examination  into  any  one 
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•f  the  three  grounds  of  chriftianity  which  I  have  here  mentioned, 
and  to  rejed  it. 

What  IS  it,  you  a(k,  the  Bible  teaches  ? — ^The  prophet  Micah 
fhall  anfwer  you:  it  teaches  us, — ^<<to  do  juftly,  and  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  our  God;" — juftice,  mercy, 
and  piety,  inftead  of  what  you  contend  for — rapine,  cruelty,  and 
murder.  What  is  it,  you  demand,  the  Teftament  teaches  us  ? 
You  anfwer  your  queftion  —  to  believe  that  the  Almighty  com- 
mitted debauchery  with  a  woman.  —  Abfutd  and  impious  afler- 
tion !  No,  fir,  no ;  this  profane  dodlrine,  this  mlferable  ftufF, 
this  blafphemous  perverfion  of  fcripture,  is  your  doftrine,  not 
that  of  the  New  Teftament.  I  will  tell  you  the  leffon  which 
it  teaches  to  infidels  as  well  as  to  believers  ;  it  is  a  leffon  which 
philofoyhy  never  taught,  which  wit  cannot  ridicule,  nor  fophiftry 
difprove  ;  the  lefTon  is  this  —  "  The  dead  fhall  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  fhall  live : — all  that  are  in 
their  graves  fhall  come  forth  ;  they  that  have  done  good,  unto 
the.  refqrr66lion  of  life ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the 
refurreftion  of  damnatioh."  • 

The  moral  precepts  of  the  gofpel  are  fo  well  fitted  to  pro- 
mote the  happincfs  of  mailkind  in  this  world,  and  to  prepare  hu- 
man nature  for  the  future  enjoyment  of  that  bleffednefs,  of  which, 
in  our  prefent  ftate,  we  can  form  no  conception,  that  I  had  no 
cxpedlation  they  would  have  met  with  your  difapprobation.  You 
fay,  however, —  **  As  to  the  fcraps  of  morality  that  are  irrfegu- 
larly  and  thinly  fcattered  in  thofe  books,  they  make  no  part  of 
the  pretended  thing,  revealed  religion." — "  Whatfocver  ye 
would  that  men  fhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  eveh  fo  to  them."— ^  Is 
this  a  fcrap  of  morality  ?  Is  it  hot  rather  the  concentered  effence 
of  all  ethics,  the  vigorous  root  from  which  eveiy  branch  of  mo- 
ral duty  towards  each  other  may  be  derived  ?  Duties,  you  know, 
are  diftinguifhed  by  moralifts  into  duties  of  perfe<ft  and  imperfed 
obligation  :  does  the  Bible  teach  you  nothing,  when  it  inftrudls 
you,  that  this  diftinftion  is  done  away  ?  when  it  bids  you  "  put 
on  bowels  of  mercies,  kindriefs,  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs, 
long-fuffbring,  forbearing  one  another  and  forgiving  one  another, 
if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  againft  any."  Thefe,  and  precepts 
fuch  as  thefe,  you  will  in  vain  look  for  in  the  codes  of  Frederic j 
or  Jufiiman ;  you  cannot  find  them  in  our  ftatute  books ;  they 
were  hot  taught,  nor  are  they  taught,  in  the  fchools  of  heathen 
philofophy  ;  or,  if  fomc  one  or  two  of  them  fhould  chance  to  be 
glanced  at  by  a  Plato,  a  Seneca,  or  a  Cicero,  they  are  not  bound 
upon  the  confcicnces  of  mankind  by  any  fandlion.  It  is  In  the 
gofpel,  and  in  the  gofpel  alone,  that  we  learn  their  importance  ; 
afts  of  benevolence  and  brotherly  love  may  be  to  an  unbeliever 
voluntary  adts,  to  a  chriftian  they  arc  indifpenfable  duties.-— ^  Is  a 
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new  commandment  no  part  of  revealed  religion  ?  <*  A  new 
commandment  I  give  unto  you.  That  ye  love. one  another;" 
the  law  of  chriftian  benevolence  is  enjoined  us  by  Chrift  himfclf 
in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  as  the  diftinguifhing  badge  of  our 
being  his  difciples. 

Two  precepts  you  particularize  as  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity 
and  the  nature  of  man— 7 that  of  not  refenting  injuries,  and  that 
of  loving  enemies.  — Who  but  yourfelf  ever  interpreted  literally 
the  proverbial  phrafe — "  If  a  man  fmite  thee  on  thy  right  check, 
turn  to  him  the  other  alfo  ?  " — ►Did  Jefus  himfelf  turn  the  other 
cheek  when  the  officer  of  the  high  prieft  fmote  him  ?  It  is  evi- 
dent, that  a  patient  acquiefcence  under  (light  perfonal  injuries  is 
here  enjoined;  and  that  a  pronencfs  to  revenge,  which  inftigatcs 
men  to  favage  afls  of  brutality,  for  every  trifling  ofFcnce,  is  for- 
bidden. As  to  loving  enemies,  it  is  explained,  in  another  place, 
to  mean,  the  doing  them  all  the  good  in  our  power ;  «  if  thine 
enemy  hunger,  feed  him;  if  he  thirft,  give  him  drink;"  and 
what  think  you  is  more  likely  to  prcferve  peace,  and  to  promote 
kind  aflFedlions  amongft  men,  than  the  returning  good  for  evil? 
Chriftianity  does  not  order- us  to  love  in  proportion  to  the  injury 
—  "  it  does  not  offer  a  premium  for  a  crime,"  —it  orders  us 
to  let  our  benevolence  extend  alike  to  all,  that. we  may  emulate 
the  benignity  of  God  himfelf,  who  maketh  *<  bis  fun  to  rife  on 
the  evil  and  on  the  good." 

In  the  law  of  Mofes,  retaliation  for  deliberate  injuries  had 
been  ordained — an  eye  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth. — AriptUy 
in  his  treatife  of  morals,  fays,  that  fome  thought  Tctaliation  of 
perfonal  wrongs  an  equitable  proceeding  ;  Rhadamanthus  is  faid 
to  have  given  it  his  fandion;  the  dccimviral  laws  allowed  it; 
the  common  law  of  England  did  not  forbid  it ;  and  it  is  faid  to 
be  ftill  the  law  of  fome  countries,  even  in  chriftendom :  but  Ae 
mild  fpirit  of  chriftianity  abfolutely  prohibits,  not  only  the  reta- 
liation of  injuries,  but  the  indulgence  of  every  refcntful  pro- 
penfity. 

"It  has  been,"  you  affirm,  "the  fcheme  of  the  chriftian 
church  to  hold  man  in  ignorance  of  the  creator,  as  it  is  of  goveni- 
ment  to  hold  him  in  ignorance  of  his  rights."  —  I  appeal  to  the 
plain  fenfe  of  any  honeftman  to  judge  whether  this  reprefentation 
be  true  in  either  particular.  W  hen  he  attends  the  fcrvice  of  the 
church,  does  he  difcover  any  defign  in  the  minifter  to  keep  him 
in  ignorance  of  his  creator  ?  Arq  not  the  public  prayers  in  which 
he  joins,  the  leffons  which  are  read  to  him,  the  fermons  which 
are  preached  to  him,  all  calculated  to  imprefs  upon  his  mind  a 
ftrong  convidtion  of  the  mercy,  juftice,  holinefs,  power,  and 
wifdom  of  the  one  adorable  God,  bleffed  for  ever  ?  By  theic 
means  which  the  chriftian  church  hath  provided  for  our  inftruc- 
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tion,  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  the  moft  unlearned  congregatioh 
of  chriftians  in  Great  Britain  have  more  juft  and  fublirtie  coh«j. 
ceptions  of  the  Creator,  a  more  perfed  knowledge  of  their  diity 
towards  him,  and  a  ftronger  inducement  to  the  practice  of  vir* 
tue,  holinefs,  and  temperance,  than  all  the  philofophers  of  all 
the  heathen  countries  in  the  world  ever  hadj  or  no^jihave.  If^ 
indeed,  your  fchcmc  (hould  take  place,  and  men  Ihould  no  longet 
believe  their  Bible,  then  would  they  foon  become  as  ignorant 
of  the  Creator,  as  ^11  the  world  was  w^hen  God  called  Abrahan) 
from  his  kindred  ;  and  as  all  the  world,  which  has  had  no  coni-» 
munication  with  either  jews  or  chriftians,  now  is.  .  Theii  would 
they  foon  bow  down  to  ftocks  and  ftones,  kifs  their  hand  (a« 
they  did  in  the  time  of  Job;  and  as  the  poor  African  does  now,) 
to  the  moon  walking  in  brightnefsy  and  deny  the  God  that  is  above  ^ 
then  would  they  worlhip  Jupiter,  Bacchus,  and  Venus,  and 
emulate,  in  the  tranfcenderit  flagitioufnefs  of  their  lives,  the  im** 
pure  morals  of  their  gods.  j 

What  defign  has  government  to  keep  men  in  ignorance  of  their 
rights  ?  None  whatever.-^AU  wife  ftatefmen  are  p'crfuaded  that 
the  more  men  know  of  their  rights,  the  better  fubjeds  they 
will  become.  <SubjeSs,  not  from  neceffity  biit  choice,  are  the 
firmeft  friends  of  every  government.  The  people  of  Great 
Britain  are  well  acquainted  with  their  natural  and  focial  rights  ; 
they  uiiderftand  them  better  than  the  people  of  any  other  countiy 
do  ;  they  know  that  they  have  a  right  to  be  free,  not  only  from 
the  capricious  tyratiny  of  any  one  man*s  will,  but  from  the  more 
afflifting  defpotifm  of  republican  faftions ;  and  it  is  this  very 
knowledge  which  attaches  them  to  the  conftitution  of  their  coun* 
try.  I  have  no  fear  that  the  people  (hould  know  too  much  of 
their  rights:  my  fear  is  that  they  (hould  not  know  them  in  all 
their  relations,  and  to  their  full  extent.  The  government  does 
not  defire  that  men  (hould  remain  in  ignorance  of  their  rights  ; 
but  it  both  defires,  and  requires,  that  they  (hould  not  difturb  the 
public  peace,  under  vain  pretences;  that  they  fhould  make  them- 
felves  acquainted,  not  merely  with  the  rights,  but  with  the  duties 
alfo  of  men  in  civil  fociety.  I  am  far  from  ridiculing  (as  fome 
kavc  done)  the  rights  of  man ;  I  have  long  ago  underftpod,  that 
the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  and  that  the  rich  asi  well  as  the  poor, 
have,  by  nature,  fome  rights,  which  no  human  government  can 
jultly  take  from  them,  without  their  tacit  or  exprefs  confent ; 
and  fome  alfo,  which  they  themfclvcs  have  no  power  to  furren- 
der  to  any  government.  One  of  the  principal  rights  of  man,  in 
a  ftate  cither  of  nature  or  of  fociety,  is  a  right  of  property  in 
the  fruits  of  his  induftry,  ingenuity,  or  good  fortune.  —  Does 
government  hold  any  man  in  ignorance  of  this  right  ?    So  much 
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Ac  contrary,  that  the  chief  csfre  of  government  is  to  cfeclare, 
afcertain,  modify,  and  defend  this  right;,  nay,  it  gives  nght, 
where  nature  gives  none ;  it  protcfla  the  goods  of  an  intcftate ; 
and  it  allows  a  man,  at  his  death,  to  difpofe  of  that  property, 
irhich  the  law  of  tiature  would  caufe  to  revert  ii*tQ  the  common 
Aock.  Siiyerely  as  I  am  attached  to  the  liberties  of  mankind, 
i  cannot  but-  profefs  myfelf  an  utter  enemy  to  that  fpurious  phi- 
lofophy,  that  democratic  infanity,  which  wc^uld  equalize  all 
property,  and  level  all  dtftindions  in  civil  fociety.  Perfonal 
diftindions,  arifing  from  fuperior  probity,  learning,  eloquence, 
ikill,  courage^  and  from  every  other  excellency  of  talents,  are 
the  very  blood  and  nerves  of  the  body  politic  ;  they  animate  the 
whole,  and  invigorate  every  part  ;  without  them,  it's  bones 
would  become  reeds,  and  it's  marrow  water ;  it  would  prefently 
fink  into  a  fetid  fenfelefs  mafs  of  corruption.  --  Power  may  be 
ufed  for  private  ends,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  public  good ; 
rank  may  be  improperly  conferred,  and  infoleruly  fuAained; 
liches  may  be  wickedly  acquired,  and  vicioudy  applied  :  but  as 
this  is  neither  neceflarily,  nor  generally  the  cafe,  I  cannot  agree 
vith  thofe  who,  in  afferting  the  natural  equality  of  men,  fpura 
the  inftituted  diftinftions  attending  power,  rank^  and  riches.  — 
But  I  meat!  not  to  enter  into  any  difcuffion.on  this  fubjed, 
farther  than  to  fay,  that  your  crimination  of  government  appears 
to  me  to  be  wholly  unfounded ;  and  to  exprefs  my  hope,  that  no 
one  individual  will  be  fo  far  mifled  by  diiquifitions  on  die  rights 
of  man,  as  to  think  that  he  has  any  right  to  dp  wrong,  as  to 
forget  that  other  men  have  rights  as  well  as  he, 

[  Ti  ^^  concluded  in  the  next*  ] 


A  Short  Account  of  Mr.  William  Elliot,  who  departed  this 
Life,  May  5,  1797  ;  in  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Dinv£N,  to  the 
Editor. 

WILLIAM  ELLIOT  was  born  in  the  iity  of  Cork, 
Auguft  14,  1780.  His  piarcnts  being  religious,  took 
great  pains  to  inftruft  him  in  the  leading  truths  of  the  Gofpel ; 
and  the  Lord  was  pleaf(?d  to  blefs  their  pious  endeavours,  fo  that 
he  had  the  fear  of  God  from  his  youth;  was  obedient  to  his 
parents,  courteous  to  all,  and  manifefted.  a  ciefire  to  ufe  the 
means  of  Grace.  At  length  he  became  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dift  Society,  in  which  he  continued  for  fome  time :  But  neg- 
led^ing  to  watch  and  pray,  he  loft  his  ferioufnefs,  adopted  a  light 
hnd  trifling  fpirit,  was  drawn  afide  from  the  good  path,  and  nar- 
rowly efcaped  the  infidelity  of  the  day.  The  Lord',  whofe  wif- 
dom  is  a  great  deep,  vifitcd  hini  with  afflitSion  about  laft  Chrift- 
mas  :  the  diforder  at  firft,  feemed  to  be  a  heavy  cold,  bat  ter- 
minated in  a  rapid  confumption.  One 
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On0  day  when  afBidled  with  extreme  pain,  the  Lord  led  him 
to  rtfledl  on  what  he  once  was; — the  overtures  of  divine  grace 
he  had  rejected;  —  the  opportunities   he    had  abufed  ;  - — time 
mifpcnt; — and  now,  to  all  human  appearance^  dying  without 
an  intereft  in  Chrift.    Thefe  coniiderations  greatly  alarqied  him. 
He' told  a  friend,  that  at  this  time  he  felt  all  the  horrors  of  a 
guilty  confcience  ;   the  wrath  of  God  abiding  upon  him  ;  and 
hell,  as  it  were,  moving  from  beneath  to  meet  him  at  his  coming. 
In  this  dreadful  ficuation  he  b^an  to  call  upon  the  Name  of  the 
Lord.       Part  of  the  prayer  he  then  offered  up  to  God,  was,  — -. 
•<  Oh  Thou  whom  I  have  denied,  —  whom  I  have  crucified 
<*  afrefli  by  wicked  works,  —  whofe  fpirit  I  have  grieved  !  -,—  I 
<*  have  abufed  thy  tender  mercies,    affii£i:ed  thy  people,    and 
**  finned    againft    light    and    knowledge  !       Oh  have  mercy, 
**  have  mercy,  upon  the  moft  vile,  moft  abandoned  and  mofl 
<«  miferable  finner!"    The  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  who 
has  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  a  finner,  and  has  faid,  ^<him 
*'  that  cometh  unto  me,  Iwill  in  no  wife  cafl  out,"  heard  and 
anfwered  his  prayer.     The  fame  fpirit*  which  convinced  him 
^pf  his  mifery  and  danger,    now  realized  Chrift  crucified,  the. 
objed  of  his  faith,  a  Saviour  adequate  to  all  the  demand3  of  the 
Law,  and  for  his  fins  in  particular.      He  was  enabled  to  be- 
lieve with  the  heart  unto  righteoufhefs,  and  felt  the  love  of  Gop 
(hed  abroad  |n  his  foul  by  the  Holy  Spirit  given  unto  him.     He 
rejoiced  exceedingly  in  the  Lord.     His  cup  ran  over,  while  lie 
invited  all  to 

'*  Come  and  hear,  come  and  feel, 

"  'Till  with  rapture  I  tell, 

<*  What  my  Saviour  has  done  for  my  foul !  '* 

The  grand  adverfary  of  the  children  of  God,  who  is  with  great 
propriety  called  the  Accufer  of  the  brethren,  endeavorured  by 
various  means  to  darken  his  evidence,  and  rob  him  of  his  peace 
and  love  :  One  day  in  particular,  as  his  mother  approached  his 
bed- fide,  (he  found  him  weeping,  his  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up 
to  heaven  :  She  anxioufly  enquired,  what  was  the  matter  ?  After 
a  confiderable  paufe,  he  anfwered,  "  My  dear  mother,  the  enemy 
was  flriving  to  perfuade  me,  that  all  the  happinefs  i  felt,  was  ^ 
delufion  ;  that  the  Lord  would  not  have  mercy  upon  me :  But 
the  enemy  is  a  liar  from  the  beginning :  I  have  conquered  him 
through  faith  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb.  I  have  got  the  vic- 
tory. The  enemy  has  no  power  ;  he  will  trouble  me  no  more. 
Glory,  Glory  be  to  God  !  " 

For  two  or  three  weeks  before  he  died,  the  Lord  manifcfled 
himfelf  to  his  foul  in  an  uncommon  manner.  The  peace,  lov^ 
and  joy  which  he  felt,  exceeded  any  thing  I  ^vcr  faw.     W^iilc 
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fpeaking  of  the  Love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  the  heavenly  hap:- 
pinefs  which  he  felt,  beamed  forth  in  his  eyes  and  coun- 
tenance, accompanied  with  fuch  expreffions  ^s  thefe  : .  **  Oh 
*<  Death  !  where  is  thy  fting  ?  Oh  Grave !  where  is  thy  vie- 
<*  tory?  Burft  ye  cclcftia)  gates,  and  admit  my  foul  to  glory ! 
'5<  Oh  when  fhall  this  ihell  break,  and  let  my  happy  fpirit  into 
<<  God  !  Oh  come,  Lord  Jefus !  come  quickly.  Glory,  Glory 
."  be  to  God,  I  (hall  foon  be  with  h}m  :  Soon,  very  foon,  fee 
«  Him  as  He  is  !  I  (hall  foon  join  the  difembodied  fpirit$  who 
<*  furround  the  Throne  above,  in  finging  the  Song  of  Mofes 
5*  and  the  Lamb.  I  (hall  fee  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God; 
5*  Mofes  who  converfed  with  God  face  to  face  ;  Mr.  Wcfley, 
•<*  and  Mr.  Whitefield,  who  were  fo  highly  honoured  of  the  Lori 
>*  while  preaching  his  Gofpel  to  faints  and  finners  ;  and  all 
^*  who  have  waftiied  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the 
<*  Bipod  of  the  Lamb."  And  when  quite  exhaufted,  he  would 
jraife  his  emaciated  hands,  and  wave  them  above  his  head,  in. 
token  of  vi(aory. 

The  Tuefday  before  he  died,  he  thought  he  w^s  drawing  near 
his  latter  end.  He  defired  his  mother  to  fend  for  the  Preachers 
-immediately,  as  he  wiftied  to  have  us  with  him  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments. We  found  him  rejoicing  in  the  Lord :  He  converfed 
femiliarly  of  his  approaching  dilTolution,  expreffed  his  unlhaken 
confidence  in  ^the  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  inexpreflible  joy  he  felt, 
at  the  near  and  opening  profpefl  he  had  of  everlafting  Glory. 
He  called  his  mother,  embraced  her  moft  affeftionately,  and 
faid,  "  You  have  been  the  moft  tender,  beft,  and  moft  chriftian- 
like  mother  to  me."  He  then  called  all  that  were  in  the  room, 
one  after  another,  kiffed  us,  and  prayed  for  us.  After  commit- 
ting him  to  the  Lord  in  prayer,  we  parted  (as  we  then  thought) 
to  meet  where  affemblies  break  up  no  more. 

In  the  evening,  after  the  public  Band,  a  few  of  our  friends 
being  defirou^  to  fpend  feme  time  with  him,  found  hini  rejoicing 
In  the  Lord,  He  fpoke  freely  of  the  Heaven  of  divine  Love  he 
then  felt,  and  the  eternal  weight  of  Glory  which,  he  faid,, the 
Xord  had  in  reverfion  for  him.  He  charged  each  of  them,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  meet  him  at  the  right  hand  of 
JGroD.  It  was  a  mqft  folemn  time  ;%  I  believe  it  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  all  who  we r^  then  prefcnt.  At  this  time,  colledling 
all  his  ftrength,  he  delired  all  prefent  to  go  to  their  knees  :  He 
th^'^.    J  rayed  rationally    and   fcripturally;,     fpr   feven  or    eight 

fo' TUtCS,  • 

I  he  next  and  following  day  he  was  remarkably  happy;  was 

::ithirft  for  the  falvation  of  all ;  in  particular  for  fome  young  men 

Whofe  ftate  lay  with  weight  upon  his  mind.     He  fent  for  them, 

imd  after  telling  th«m  of-  the  great  things  which  the  Lord  had 

*  ^onc 
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done  for  his  foul,  he  warned  each  agaihft  evil  company ;  —  the 
evils  they  had  been  guilty  of  ^ — particularly  againft  deiftical  prin- 
ciples, the  bane  of  thoufatids  in  the  prefent  day.  He  exhorted 
them  to  feek  the  Lord  while  he  was  to  be  found,  and  aiTured 
them,  that  God  was  no  refpeder  of  perfons ;  —  that  his  mercy 
V^as  over  all  his  works ;  —  that  the  Lord  would  have  mercy 
upon  'Ihem  if  they  would  feek  his  face.  May  the  God  of  all 
Grace  feal  the  inftrudion  upon  their  hearts !  —  The  night  be- 
fore he  died  he  was  remarkably  happy.  He  declared,  that  the 
enemy  was  conquered  ;  and  that  he  had  no  power  over  him.  It 
was  evident  to  all,  that  the  nearer  death  approached,  his  fetting- 
fun  flione  the  brighter,  every  doubt  and  flavifli  fear  were  taken 
away,  and  his.  happy  foul  was  filled  with  faith  and  the  Holy 
Spirit.  He  defired  a  kind  friend,  who  had  been  very  ufeful  to 
him  by  counfel  and  prayer,  to  feel  his  feet  and  face,  and  being 
informed  that  they  were  cold,  he  rejoiced  exceedingly,  and  faid, 
*<  Glory,  Glory  be  to  God  !  1  Ihall  not  be  difappointed  to  night : " 
.  Meaning,  he  fliould  that  night  be  with  his  Lord.  A  little  be- 
fore he  died,  he  afked,  what  o'clock  it  was  ?  and  being  told, 
he  defired  his  mouth  might  be  wet.  He  lay  filent  for  fome  time, 
with  his  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up  to  heaven,  and  then  broke  out 
m  an  extafy,  and  cried,  \*  Glory,  Glory  be  to  God  !  I  fee  angels 
<<  hovering  round  me  to  efcort  my  happy  foul  to  heaven  1  I  fee 
"  Jesus  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  waiting  to  receive  me!  '* 
He  defired  his  mother  and  two  other  perfons  to  kneel  by  the  bed- 
fide,  placing  his  mother  at  the  greateft  diftance,  left  £he  fliould 
be  too  much  aflTcifted  with  his  laft  agony.  He  th^n  ftretched 
himfelf,  and  prayed,  "  Come,  Lord  Jefus  !  Into  thy  hands  I 
^*  commit  my  fpirit ;  "  and  fell  afleep  in  the  arms  of  his  bleffcd 
Redemer,  feeling  the  full  force  of  thefc  words,  "  Death  is 
«*  yours."  Thus,  my  dear  Sir,  lived  and  died  William 
Elliot.  May  my  laft  end  be  like  his  ;  —  prays  your  obedient 
willing  Servant,  Jqhn  Dinnen. 

Cork,  May  14,  1797. 
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CHAP.  VI.  Some  remarkable  Pr^di^ions.  Their  <iccomtliJhment 
isr/  the  Reformation.  Diet  of  Nurenberg.  Death  (f  Adrian  VI. 
MelanBhon's  laborious  courfe  of  life.  He  forms  the  firjl  fyjiem 
of  Divinity.  Difpute  between  Luther  and  Zuinglius.  Civil  fVar 
occajioned  by  the  Fa'naticks,  Their  tragical  end.  Death  of  Muncer, 
John  fucceeds  Frederick^  EhElor  of  Saxony.  MelanSlhon^  in  con^ 
jun^ion  with  others^  reforms  that  EleBorate.  Embarraffment  of 
the  Emperor^  and  captivity  of  the  Pope.     Diet  of  Spiresy  ^c. 

THE 
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THE  Bohemian  brethren,  who  were  defcendcd  from  John 
Hufs  and  his  difciples,  at  the  beginning  erf  the  Reformation, 
when  Luther  was  firft  fummoned  to  appear  before  the  Pope, 
eameftly  exhorted  him  to  conftancy  and  patience,  affuring  him 
that  what  he  had  taught  was  indeed  the  truth  of  God*  The 
Reformer  now,  in  his  turn,  addreft  a  Letter  to  the  States  of 
Bohemia,  dated  July  6,  1522,  informing  them,  that  he  was  now 
labouring  to  eftablifh  in  Germany  the  fame  do6^rine  which  had 
been  taught  amongft  them,  and  hoped  to  form  an  union  with 
them  in  the  fame  Gofpel.  He  advifes  them  not  to  be  concerned 
at  the  fofts  and  divifions  that  had  fprung  up  in  Bohemia,  re- 
minding them,  that  the  proper  remedy  againft  thcfc  things  was 
for  their  paftors  to  preach  the  Gofpel  in  its  purity. 

In  the  mean  time,  Melan£thon  was  diligently  employed  in 
aflifting  Luther,  in  reviling  and  perfedling  his  tranftation  of  the 
I<few  Teftament,  Having  by  the  bleffing  of  God  happily  ac- 
compliflied  this  labour,  it  was  publifted  to  the  world.  Me- 
lanfthon  alfo,  whofc  whole  foul  was  intent  on  prohnoting  ifcrip- 
tural  chriftianity,  about  the  fame  time,  compleated  his  Anno- 
tations on  the  two  Epiftles  to  the  Corinthians,  which  corftain  an 
illuftration  of  feveral  doftrines  and  various  points  of  difcipline, 
which  are  neceffary  for  the  edification  of  the  church  of  Goo. 

In  this  manner  was  the  bleffed  work  advancing,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  rage  and  oppofition  of  the  enemy.  This  diffufion 
of  fcriptural  knowledge  tended  more  efFedtually  to  eflabliili  the 
Reformation  than  any  thing  elfe,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  of  the 
utmoft  confequence,  that  the  people  fliould  examine  for  them- 
felves,  into  the  mind  and  will  of  God.  And  it  can  never  be  re- 
peated too  often,  that  with  the  Bible  the  Reformation  began, 
and  with  the  ftudy  of  the  Bible  moft  revivals  of  religion  have 
begun  in  every  age  \  and  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  proportion 
as  the  Scriptures  are  reverenced  and  obeyed,  the  work  of  God 
always  flouriflies,  and  whenever  they  are  flighted  or  negleSed, 
it  foon  after  begins  to  languifh  and  expire. 

Notwithftanding  the  obloquy  and  reproach,  perfecution  and 
danger,  to  which  the  (ervants  of  God  were  expofcd,  they  foon 
were  amply  rewarded,  by  perceiving  that  their  labours  were  be- 
coming cxtenfively  ufcful,  in  different  parts  of  Europe.  The 
celebrity*  of  Luther,  and  the  fame  of  Melan61hon's  genius  and 
learning,  foon  attracted  multitudes  of  Students  to  Wittemberg. 
In  this  Univerfity  the  youth  of  different  nations  were  inftrudted, 
not  only  in  the  principles  of  fcience  and  literature,  but  in  the 
great  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  and  in  the  duties  of  the  Chriftian 
life.  Hence  in  procefs  of  time  the  Univerfity  of  Wittemberg 
became  a  kind  of  general  ftminary  for  the  church  of  God,  from 
whence  light  and  truth  were  fucceflivcly  communicated  to  varibus 
parts  of  the  world.  *  Certainly 
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Certainly  no  branch  of  general  hiftory  can  be  of  greater  int- 
portancc  to  the  chriftian  world  than  that  which  relates  to  the 
Church  Militant ;  in  which  we  meet  with  many  fnterefting  anJ 
curious  particulars.  Amongft  other  things  we  find  fome  re- 
markable predidtionsy  which  appear  to  have  been  uttered  bj  the 
dying  witnefies  of  Jefus,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  prophecy. 

The  laft  words  of  John  Hufs,  the  Bohemian  Reformer^  who 
fuffered  martyrdom  at  Conftance,  in  Switzerland,  have  been 
generally  fuppofed  to  contain  fomething  prophetical.  Still  moie 
remarkable  is  that  prediftion  which  was  delivered  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  fourteenth  century,  in  Bohemia,  by  Matthias  Jano- 
vius,  a  than  '  of  confiderable  eminence,  and  foi-merly  Confeflbr 
to  the  Emperor  Charles  IV.  This  excellent  man,  having  been 
enlightened  by  reading  the  writings  of  WickiifFe,  proceeded 
zealoufly  to  preach  the  truth,  for  which  he  fuffered  many  grfev- 
ous  persecutions.  Drawing  near  death,  he  comforted  his  for- 
rowful  brethren  with  the  hope  of  better  days,  and  expired  ut- 
tering thefe  prophetic  words :  "  The  fury  of  the  enemy  hatli 
now  triumphed  over  us  ;  but  their  tyranny  ihall  not  laft  always  : 
For  a  people  (hall  arife,  ignoble  in  the  fight  of  the  world,  with- 
out power,  or  the  fword,  againft  whom  the  enemy  (hall  not  be 
able  to  prevail.". 

Whether,  fuch  dying  teftimonies  were  didlated  by  an  imttie- 
*diate  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (yrhich  perhaps  in  fome  in- 
ftances  cannot  be  doubted,)  or  whether  they  ivere  delivered  under 
a  folemn  conviftlon  of  the  certain  accomplifliment  of  thofe  pro- 
phecies which  relate  to  the  people  of  the  Moft  High,  in  Daniel, 
and  other  Prophets,  is  of  little  confequence  ;  it  is  certain  they 
began  ta  receive  their  aftual  accompliftimenc  in  an  early  period 
of  the.  Reformation. 

The  light  of  divine  Truth  began  already  to  penetrate  into  dif- 
ferent nations.  We  may  trace  its  early  progrefs  in  Hungary  and 
Livonia,  from  whence  it  pafled  intoTranfylvania  in  1522  :  tho* 
it  advanced  but  gradually  on  account  of  'the  violent  oppofition  of 
the  Emper  Charles  V.  It  was  introduced  by  Faber  into  fome 
parts  of  France,  and  profelTed  by  the  Queen  of  Navarre,  in 
X523.  Wefind*it  embraced  by  fome  upright  fouls,  «ven  in  the 
bigoted  regions  of  Spain ;  ,  where,  however,  it  was  foon  fup- 
prcSeW  by  the  fury  of  the  Monks,  and  the  terrors  of  the  In- 
quifition  In  Bohemia,  the  defcendants  of  John  Hufs,  and  his 
difciples,  were  ftill  numerous,  who  teftified  an  affedionate  re- 
gard  towards  the  brethren  in  Germany.  In  Switzerland;  Zuin- 
glius  claims  fome  priority,  in  his  firft  oppofition  to  the  Church 
of  Rome.  By  an  a<ft  of  the  Senate  of  Zurich^  in  15^3,  it  was 
fclemnly  decreed,  that  "  nothing^fhould  be  taught  in  their  jurif- 
diiSion,  but  what  w^s  agreeable  to  the  Prophets  and  Apoftles. 

Their 
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Their  example  was  followed,  a  few  years  after,  by  the  mu- 
Bicipality  of  Berne,  sind  other  Cantons.  And  what  joy  muft 
Luther,  and  Mclandlhon  have  felt,  when  Denmark  began  to 
ftretch  out  her  hands  unto  God,  and  invited  teachers  from  Wit- 
tcmberg,  to  introduce  the  Reformation  amongft  the  inhabitants 
of  that  kingdom  ;  where,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  it  be- 
came permanent:  Laftly,  to  mention  no  others,  the  northern 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  in  1523,  under  the  protedion  of  the  great 
Guftavus,  baniftied  the  Catholic  Superftition  ;  and  embraced  the 
pure  religion  of  the  Gofpcl,  where  it  was  generally  profeffed 
and  eftablilhed  in  1527.  So  rapidly  did  tlie  Reformation  ad- 
vance after  it  firft  broke  out  in  Germany.  Whoever  would 
account  for  th^fe  things,  muft  have  recourfe  to  the  power  of 
God  ;  a  truth  that  can  never  be  fuiiiciently  inculcated. 

Adrian  VI.  looked  with  anxiety  towards  the  German  Empire, 
which  had  firft  cherifhed  the  Reformers,  and  infifted  by  his 
Legate,  at  the  Diet  of  Nuremberg,  that  the  Edidk  againft  Lu- 
ther and  his  followers,  (hould  be  put  in  execution  Theaf- 
fembly,  to.  the  utter  amazement  of  the  Pope,  revcJccd  that 
Edid  entirely,  and  infifted  upon  calling  a  general  Council,  and 
a  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  without  delay.  The  refolutions 
of  this  diet  were  formed  into  an  edi£t,  and  publKhed  March  6, 
1523.  But  how  uncertain  is  the  pofTeiTion  of  earthly  grandeur! 
Adrian,  after  a  fliort-lived  and  troublefome  pontificate,  died, 
lamenting  that  his  exaltation  to  the  See  of  Rooie,  was  the 
greateft  calamity  that  ever  befell  him.  Thus  were  the  mcafurcs 
of  Antichriftian  Rome  interrupted,  and  its  crooked  policy,  often 
countera£led  by  the  gracious  Providence  of  God. 

Melanflhon  was  now  purfuing  his  Mafter's  work,  with  ac- 
tivity and  zeal,  at  Wittemberg.  He  delivered  three  or  four 
different  leftures  every  day,  which  were  attended  by  crowded 
audiences.  Befides  which,  he  wrote  and  publiflied  a  variety  of 
works,  and  maintained  an  extenfive  correfpondence  with  the 
«ioft  eminent  men  of  the  age.  A  proof  at  once  of  the  fertility 
of  his  mind,  his  talents  for  bufinefs,  and  the  regular  difpofition 
of  his  time.  We  find,  from  fome  of  his  letters,  that  he  vas  a 
very  early  Student,  as  he  fometimes  writes  before  tl>c  dawn  of 
day. 

Of  the  works  of  Melandhon,  thofe  only  can  be  noticed,  and 
that  briefly,  which  have  fome  relation  to  the  work  of  the  Refor- 
mation. Of  his  earlier  works,  non6  was  more  defcrvedly  re- 
garded than  his  firft  attempt  to  form  a  fyftem  of  Divinity  frotn 
die  pure  fountain  of  divine  Truth.  He  judged  it  a  matter  of 
great  inaportance  to  manikind,  to  be  fumifhed  with  a  clear,  con- 
f  cife,  and  ^omprehenfivc  view  of  the  dodrines  containd  in  the 
•     *^  Bible 
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Bible.  The  church  of  Rome  had  deferted  the  ScriptuTCS,  and 
fubftituted  the  opinions  of  fallible  men,  inftead  of  the  ftipreme 
authority  of  <Jod.  Hence  their  divinity  confifted  of  detached 
fentences  from  Auftin  and  others;-  thefc,  together  with  feme  of 
the  fubtle  and  barren  diftinftions  of  the  fchoolrnen,  methodically 
digefted,  formed  their  whole  fyftem  of  theology*  Melanfthon, 
by  uniting  perfpicuity,  with  fimplicity  and  brevity,  endeavoured 
to  place  the  Scripture  doctrine  in  a  clear  and  ftrbng  point  of 
light*  This  work  was  publifhed  under  the  modeft,  title  "of 
**  Theolojgical  Comnion  Places."  It  foon  became  very  popular, 
and  was  tranflated  into  different  languages,  and  pafling  through 
various  editions,*  underwent  feveral  alterations.  A  fentence  or 
two  Will  fhew  the.fpirit  in  which  h  w^s  written,  and  at  the  fame 
time  acquaint  us  wi^  the  judgment  of  Mela'nfthon  on  a  yery. 
lYnportant  queftion.  *  T^he  reader  will  find  them  in. the  firft 
edition,  which  followed  his  Annotations  on  the  Romans,  in 
1521.  /. 

*'  Amongft  the  great,!Ti;Mths. contained  in  Scripture^  fome  are 
utterly  mcompreheniible<  ^  *  There  are  others,  again,  v«iith  which 
our  Lor4  ChrHl  w^uldhave  all  his  people  thoroughly  acquainted. 
It  is  much  faJFer.  ibf  us  to  adQre  the  great  miyfteries  which  pertain^ 
to  the  DiVinityJ  than  to  prefum'e  to  fcrutinize  into  thera.  Did 
Ae  apoftle  Paul,  whofc  profcft  defign,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, w4s  to  write  a  compendium  of  tlie  Gpfpel,  did  he  philo- 
fophize  oa  thc\inc0mpreh^nfible  myfteries  relating  to  the  ever- 
bleffedTrinity,  o;i  the  mode  of  our  Lord's  incarnation,  &c  ?  How 
often  does  the  Apoftle  carneftly  jdqfire,  that  the  believers  might 
be  enriched,  with  the  true  kriowledgp  o^.  Chrift  ?  For  he  fore- 
faw  that  the  time  wojald  come,  when  the  moft  falutary  truths^ 
-would  be  forfaken,  and  pur  minds  turned  afide  to  cold  and  cheer- 
lefs  difquifitions,  which  are  wholly  foreign  from  Chrift." 

"  Such  fpeculations  were  not  known  in  the  golden  age  of  Chrif- 
fianity.  They, were  firft  introduced  by  fome  good  men,  mifled 
by  the  Greek  and  Oriental  philofopfiers,  who  began  to  fpeculate 
on  the  fublimeft  myfteries  of  religion,  which  are  infinitely  too 
glorious  to  be  afcertained  by  the  reafpn  and  philofophy  of  man.'* 

WKile  the  Refoonation  was^proceeding  undcir  the  vifible  pro- 
tedion  of  heaven^  and  rifing  fuperior  to  the  oppofition  of  its 
avowed  enemies,  it  received  a  cpnfiderable  chejck,  in  confeque^ice 
of  a  difpute  which  took  place  between  Lutjier  and  Zuinglius* 
They  were  divided  in  ^their  judgment  refpe^ing  the  manner  in 
which  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  ^re  prefent  in  the  Lord's^ 
Supper.  Luther  iniifted,  that  the  ele|iients  were  not  mere  fym- 
bols  to  excite  the  folemn  remcmbranb^of  the  fufferings  and  death 
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of-  Chrift,  (which  was  the  opinion  of  ZuiAglios)  bat  that  tljc 
body  and  blood  of  the  Redtemer  wttt  adiuftlly  prefentj  thoiigh 
i;i  an  incomprchcnfiblc  manner.  The  controverfy  which  fol- 
lowed was  purfucd  with  much  intemperate  warmth,  and  pro- 
thiced  confiderablc  animofity  amongft  their  rcfpcftivc  followers. 
How  much  more  cXcmplary^  would  it  hava  been  for  thefe  great 
men  to  have  followed  the  gcntlenefs  of  Jcfus? 

A  violent  ftorm  likewife  arofe^  in  I525>  which  involved  Ger- 
many in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.  The  enthufiafts,  (already, 
mentioned)  whofe  numbers  had  continued  rapidly  to  increafe, 
were  now  headed  by  One  Muncer,  an  Anabaptift«  His  followers 
Were  taught  to  expedt  vifions  and  revelations,  and  to  be  guided 
by  thern.  The  facraments  and  all  external  worftiip  were  con- 
temned. A  religion  purer  than  that  of  JLuther  Was  propofedr 
The  civil  Law  w^s  defpifed,  and  the  authority  of  the  magiftrates 
<lifrejgardcd.  Muticer  then  promifed  his  difclples  a  Wngdom 
where  they  (hould  reign  alone,  after  they  had  dcftroyed  all  the 
wicked.  It  might  be  fuppofed,  that  principles  like  thefe,  would 
'loon  lead  his  in&tuated  followers  to  the  commiffion  of  the 
greateft  enormities.  Muncer  was  now  at  the  head  of  fortj 
thoufand  mpn,  who  began  to  lay  waftc  the  Empire  by  fire  and 
ftvord.  '         : 

MeIan(!lhon,  at  the  defire  of  the  Eleftor  Palatine,  wrote  a 
corifiitettion  of  their  abfurd  principles,  and  an  anfwet  to  the  ar- 
ticles which  the  leader  of  tnis  fariatic  body  had  publifted,  to 
which  he  fubjoined  forae  conrtpaffionate  counfels.  Luther  alfo 
hadfaithfully  warned  them  of  their  danger,  but  at  length  find- 
ing the  extremities  to  Which  they  were  proceeding,  he  wrote  tq 
(the  Princes,  of  Germany,  and  trxhprted  them  to  difchargc  their 
diity,  by  fuppr^mg  ahdpuniftiing  thefe  wicked  men. 

.  Their  infatuation  was  now  drawing  near  a  crifis  ;  it  was  pro- 
gpfed  inftantly  to  level  ev/fery  diftinalon,  and  to  abolish  all  fto- 
perty,  to  form  one  comnioft  (lock,  Aibjeft  to  tlie  direflion  of 
their  leader  \  out  of  which  each  might  derive  his  fubfiftencc. 
Muncer  affured  them,  that  thd  Almighty  had,  in  a  dream, 
given  him  ^n  abfolate  promife  of  fuccofs.  His  foUowcra  ac- 
.  tuaily  proceeded  to  carry  thefe  meafures  into  execution^  but  be- 
fore their  leader  w'ft«  aware,  a  large  body  of  cavalry  under  the 
command  of  the  Eledor  of  Saxony,  the  Landgrave  of  Heffc, 
arid  the  Duke  of  Bruhfwick^  were  drawing  near. 

Muncer  was  foon  in  a  dreadful  fituation  r  he  was  opMay  I5# 
15^6,  furrounded  with  eight  thoufand  of  his  men,  The  Princes 
were  moved  with  compaffion,  as  thejr  faw  that  in  ca^  of  re- 
fift^ncc  it  was  hardly  ^cflSfble  that  any  of  them  could  cfcape. 
TWy  therefore  fent  a  young  noblcniam  to  &em^  offering  them 

^  .  pardon, 
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*  ps^rdODf  on  condition  of  their  laying  down  their  arms>  and  dc« 
livering  up  the  authors  of  the  rebellion.  Munccr,  who  would 
not  fufferhis  -followers  to  liftcn  to  thcfc  terms,  promifed  them 
viAory  in  the  name  of  God;  and  obferving  a  rainbow  in  the 
heavens,  cried  out  ina  tranfport  of  cnthufiafm,  **  Do  you  net 
fee,  (hat  God  declares  himfelf  in  our  favour  ?  Behold  the  fign 
and  tcftimony  of  his  good-will.  Lift  up  your  eyes  and  behold 
the  heavenly  boW  I "  The  fanatical  multitude  inftantly  fct  up  a 
Ihout,  and  having  bafely  murdered  the  young  nobleman  who  was 
fent  with  an  offer  of  pardon,  demanded  to  be  led  on  to  victory. 
Five  thoufand  of  them  were  foon  left  dead  on  the*  field,  and  the 
others  narrowly  efcaped.  *  Munccr  was  taken  the  next  day,* 'and 
fhortly  after  executed. '  He  was  feizcd  with  great  remorfe  and 
conftemation,  confeflcd  his  crime  upon  the  fcafFold,  and  implored 
mercy  for  his  deluded  followers.  Thus  ended  this  tragical 
fcene,  which  was  the  grief  of  good  men,  and  eoually  condemned 
by  the  friends  as  well  as  the  enemies  of  the  Reformation. 

While  this  alarming  feditioh  was  at  its  height,  Frederick  the 
Eleftor  of  Saxony,  who  had  hitherto,  under  God,  been  the 
chief  pxoie&ox  of  the  German-  Reformers,  died,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  his  good  brother,  the  Eledtor  John.  This  Prince 
determined  to  proceed,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  carry  the  Refor- 
mation into  effeiSl  throughout  Saxony.  In  1527)  therefore,  by 
the  advice  of  Luther,  Melan6lhon,  in  conjuncHon  with  fome 
other  men  of  gravity  and  wifdom,  were  appointed  to  vifit  and 
reform  the  cTiurches  throughout  that  extenfive  Ele^orate.  Me- 
Ian6lhon  found  tliis  work  attended  with  labour  and  difficulty 
and  it  expofed  him  to  ho  fmall  danger  and  enmity  from  fome 
unchriftian  and  difingenuous  perfons.  Laws  were  drawn  up  for 
the  conflitution  and  government  of  the  different  churches ;  the 
method  of  publick  worfhip  was  fettled  ;  regulations  were  made 
concerning  the  minifters,  and  proper  paftors  were  appointed  over 
every  congregation. 

Nothing  could  be  more  favourable  to  the  reformed  religion 
than  the  dccifions  of  the  Diet  at  Spires  in  1526.  After  much 
flormy  debate,  it  was  at  length  decreed,  that  the  Emperor  ihould 
be  requeued  to.fummon  a  general  Council,  as  foon  as  •poiTible  ; 
and  that  in  the  mean  time,  the  members  of  the  Empire  ihould 
be  at  liberty  to.  make  what  regulations  rcfpe<Sing  religion,  they 
might  judge  expedient,  provided  they  were  able  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  their  condudt  to  God  and  the  Emperor.  Charles  was 
fo  much  embarraffcd  with  the  affairs  of  France,  Spain,  and  Italy, 
that  It  was  impoflible  for  him  to  interfere.  On  the  other  hand,. 
Clement  VII.  the  perfidious  and  intriguing  Yucceflbr  of  Adrian 
VI.  entered  into  a' league  with  France  and  Venice  againft  the 
,Emperor.     This  perfidy  fo  inccnfed   Charles,  tlxat  he  inftant*ly 

4  ^  ^      *  made 
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made  war  upon  the  Pope.       Rome  was  bcficged,  and  the  Ponfiff 
was  infulted  and  taken  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  St.  Aligclo. 

Several  German  Princes,  whom  the  fear  of  pcrfecution  had 
hitherto  prevented  from  taking  ^  decifive  part,  now  openly  re- 
nounced the  Church  of  Rome,  and  introduced  the  fame  form  of 
worftiip,  and  the  fame  fyftem  of  doftrine,  among  their  people, 
that  the  Eledlor  of  Saxony  had  done.  On  every  hand  the  Re- 
formers were  now  engaged  in  forwarding  the  work,  and  in  adding 
vigour  and  firmnefs  to  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Their  prolpcds  coruinued  bright  and  aufpicious /or  fome  time, 
when  they  were  fuddenJy  clouded  by  the  affembling  of  another 
Diet  at  Spires,  in  1529.  In  which  the  powers  granted  by  the 
laft  general  Aflembly,  fo  favourable  to  the  Reformers,  were  all 
revoked  ;    every  change  that  had  been  introduced  into  the  dif- 

•  fercnt  States  of  the  Empire  with  refpe£k  to  doftrine,  difcipline, 
and  worfliip,  were  declared  unlawful,  as  well  as  every  thing  of 
the.  like  kind  that  might  yet  take  place,  before  the  determination 

*  of  the  next  general  council  (hould  be  fully  made  known.  The 
Eleftor  of  Saxony,  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle,  and  other  fupporters 

'  of  the  reformed  religion,  oppofed  this  with  all  their  might, 
confidering  it  as  iniquitous  and  intolerable.  Finding  however  that 
their  remonftrances  y^ere  difregarded  by  Ferdinand  the  Emperor's 
brother,  as  Charles  was  now  at  Barcelona,  and  well  knowing 
that  the  defign  of  the  Catholicks  was  to  blaft  the  Reformation 
which  began  to  flouriih  in  Germany,  they  inftantjy  determined 
to  enter  a  folemn  protelj  againft  this  decree,  and  appealed  to  the 

•  jphnperor  and  the  next  general  council.  Six  princes  of  the  Em- 
pire joined  in  this  proteft,  in  which  they  were  feconded  by  thir- 
teen of  the  imperial  cities.     Hence  the  honourable  denomination 

.  of  Protestants,  has  fince  been  given  to  all  w^o  renounce  thq 
dominion  of  the  Church  of  Rome. 

In  order  to  give  unity  and  ftrength  to  the  Proteftants,  acop- 
fpre.nce.  took  place  at  Marpurg,  by  m^ans  of  the  Landgrave  of 
Hefle,  with  a  view  to  reconcile  the  German  and  Swifs  reformers. 
The  iflTue  of  which  however  was  little  more  than  an  engage- 
ment for  mutual  forbearance,  and  the  omiflion  of  all  polemical 
writings.  To  this  wife  and  falutary  meafure  they  all  fubfcribe^ 
their  names. 

'Melanflhon,  ivhp  was  prefent  on  this  occafion,  lamented  the 

'  jcfFedls  of  this  unhappy  difference.      Through  the  whole  of  his 

life  he  was  an  enemy  to  controverfy  ;    and  when  the  difpute  firll 

*  troke  out  between  Luther  and  Zuinglius,  he  complained  toCa- 
'  pevarius,  that  it  TA^as  condudlcd  in  fuch  a  manner,    M  that  thcit 

minds  werp  plunged  into  intricate  and  obfcure  refcarchcs,  and 
unhallowed  ftrifes,  which  hurried  them  aw.ay  like  a  whirlwind^ 
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frb*n  an  attention  to  fhofe  doiftrines  which  x^exe  ncceffary  for  the 
peace  and  falvation  of'  mankind.  I  comrfiit  the  whole,  fays  he, 
to  Chriff,  that  in  his  •  adorable  wifdom,  he  would  manifeft  hit 
concern  for  his  own  glory.  And  I  ftill. confidently  hope  that  he 
win  reycal  th^  truth  to  us  In  this  matter.*' 

Charles  having  firft  imprifoncd  the  Ambaffadors,  which  were 
difpatchcd  by  the^Princfcs  to  acquaint  him '  wkh  their  protcft, 
fhortly  after  fern  word,  that  hef  intended 'to  come  into  Germany, 
'  to  s^ffemble  ^11  the  States  of.  the  Empire' at  Augiburg,  in  order 
to  terminate  the  differences  fefpe<fting  religion.  The  Diets  now 
began  to  affume  a  fblem  afpe£t,  and  the  prefent  .was  by  far  the 
moft  irtipbrtant  of  ahy  that  had  hitherto  takcA  place.  This  alfo 
was  rendered  famous  by  the  celebrated  Confeffion  of  Augsburg j 
which  refleded  fomuch  honour,  on  Melandhon,  who  was  called 
to  aft  a  principal  part  amdngft  the  Proteilank  .Divines  on  that 
Dpcafion, 

[  7>)  he  continuid.  ][ 

*  To  the  Editor  of  the  Methodist  Magazine. 

Sir, 
J  was  particularly  acquainted  with  the  young  man,  whafe  Life 
and  Experience  I  herewith  fend  you.  What  is  recorded  of 
him,  is,  I  believe  ftridlly  true.  If  you  think  proper  to  in- 
fert  it  in  the  Magazine,  you  will  thereby  afford  confiderablc 
fatisfadtion  to  many,  and  efpecially  to  your  affeftionate  Friend 
and  Brother,  J.  BrAithwaite, 

Whitehaven,  July  18,  1797. 

A  (hort  Account  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  John  Finley. 

HE  was  born  at  Hebblefworth,  in  the  parifh  of  Lamefl«y, 
and  county  of  Durham.  His»  father  M^as  a. Coal-Miner, 
and  brought  up  his  fon  to  the  fame  bufinefs ;  he  died  very  happy, 
when  John  was  about  ten  years  of  age.  The  Lord  began  to- 
ft rive  with  him  in  his  youth,  and  convinced  him  of  his  fallen 
ftatc ;  .  but  affociating  with  trifling  wicked  companions,  they 
initiated  him  into;  vice,  particularly  card-playing  and  drunken- 
nefs,  which  proved  his  befetting  fins.  Hearing  of  a  peoole  wHo 
.had  fet  up  in  oppofition  to  the  Methodifts,  called  Bladonians, 
and  who  held,  among  other  ftrange  notions,  that  the  wicked 
would  be  cut  off  on  a  certain  day,  he. was  greatly  alarmed, 
knowing  that  be  was  wicked,  and  wholly  unprepared  to  die. 
Being  much  tctiified,  he  went  to  one  whom  he  believed  to  be  a 
phriftian,  (becaufe  he  was  a  conftant  ehurch-man^).  and  aflced 
him,    "  if  a  perfon  pQwld  kjfiow  his  fins  forgiven  in  tWs  world  ?'»*^ 

*  *        He 
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He  iivas  anfwerrd^  <<  That  no  fuch  thing  >^  attainable  fince  the 
Apoftles'  days."  When  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the  defirodion 
of  the  wicked  was  over,  his  fears  began  to  fubfide,  and  the  good 
impreflions  made  upon  lus'mind  gradually  declined. 

However  it  pleafed  God  to  chaftifehim  with  affliction,  which 
alarmed  his  guilty  coilici^nce  once  more.  He  earnefUy  befought 
the  Almighty  to  raife  him  up  again,  promifii]^,  that  the  future 
part  of  his  life  fhould  be  fpent  in  his  fervice.  Siic  no  fooner  was 
his  ficknefs  removed,  than  his  promifes  and  vows  were  forgotten, 
and  good  defires  vaniibed  away,  <<  like  the  morning  cloud,  and 
the  early  dew."  In  1790,  he  left  home  and  came  into  Cum- 
berland. In  1792,  he  was  afHided  again,  which  frightened  him 
greatly,  efpecially  as  he  ^as  tempted  to  believe  that  he  had 
finned  away  the  day  of  grace.  He  repeated  and  renewed  his 
vows  and  refolutions,  to  lead  a  new  life,  ihould  it  fdeafe  God  to 
reftore  him  to  his  wonted  health.  The  requeft  was  granted,  and 
the  Lord  gracioufly  delivered  him  from  his  diftrefs.  He  then 
went  to  hear  the  Methodifts,  and  in  a  little  time  was  adnciitted 
into  a  love-feaft.  Hearing  th6  people  fpeak  their  experience, 
and  declare  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  their  fools,  John  was 
much  affeAed,  and  .thought  within  himfelf,  ".  This  chriftian 
experience  is  what  I  want  to  make  me  happy."  He  alfo  recol- 
"  levied  what  his  father  had  faid  relative  to  his  afiurance  of  the 
ISivine  favour,  and  immediately  determined  to  join  himfelf  . 
to  thofe  who  fcemcd  to  enjoy  fo  much  of  the  prefencc  of 
God.  Having  fet  his  hand  to  the  gofpel  plough,  he  was  deter- 
mined, through  divine  afliftance,  not  to  turn  back.  The  means 
of  grace  he  attended  diligently,  and  gladly  heard  the  word  at 
every  opportunity ;  he  broke  off  all  finful  connexions,  and  be- 
came a  companion  of  them  who  feared  God  and  kept  his  pre- 
cepts. He  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the  Preachers,  to  whom 
he  applied  Cor  infiru^tion,  to  come  unto  Chrift  as  a  poor  help* 
lefs  ftnner,.  and  to  venture  his  guilty  foul  upon  the  atoning 
Saviour.  He  foon  became  a  pattern  to  young  people,  and  fought 
the  Lord  with  diligence  and  perfeverance. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1795>  beirtg  prevented  from  attending 
the  watch-night  at  Whitehaven,  he  humbly  called  upon  the 
Ix)rd  in  private;  nor  did  he  call  in  vain  ;  for  while  upon  his 
knees,  the  darknefs  fled  away  from  his  mind,  doubts  and  fears 
were  difperfed,  and  his  foul  was  filled  «<  with  joy  unfpcakable 
and  fyll  of  glory.  His  peace  was  as  a  river,  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs  as  the  waves  of  the  fea,"  From  this  time  he  went  on  his 
way  rejoicing  in  the  God,  of  his  falvation.  His  determination 
was  ftedfaft  to  ferve  the  Lord,  in  whatever  fituation  he  ftould  be 
found.  Having  heard  of  a  countryman  of  his,  who  was  agent 
at  the  Harrington  Colliery,  he  applied  to  him  for  work,  and 
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fiiccecded  according  to  his  wifli.      At  firft  he  lodged  at  a  public^ 
houfe,  but  tbU  not  fuiting  his  inclination,    he  made  his  cafe 
Imown  to  his  mafter,  Mr.  John  Laybourn,  who  kindly  received 
him  into  his  own  houfe,    till  he  could  meet  with  a  fuitable 
iituation  in  a  private  family.      Soon  after  he  removed  to  Parton, 
and  lodged  in  the  family  of  Thomas  Crown,  M^iere  he  was 
treated  in  a  kind  and  chriftian  manner.      During  Jhis  flay  at  Par- 
jton,  he  becasne  acquainted  with  William  Gladders,  a  pious  man^ 
ndth  whom  he  fpent  many  happy  hours  in  finging  hymns  and 
r^li^ous  converfastibn.     Being  obliged  to  change  his  lodgings, 
ar  he  was  near  two  miles  from  his  work,  he  removed  to  Mr. 
iaybourn's  again,-  (the    Moorhoufe,    as  it  is  called,)    where 
Jhe  was  exceedingly  comfortable,  being  in  the  midft  of  friends 
who  lived  in  mutual  harmony  and  love,  and  who  were  unani- 
mous in.  fervii^  their  heavenly  Benefactor.        Such  was  the 
happinefs  which-  feigned  among  this  little  flock,  that  to  John  it 
appeared,  like  the  gate  of  heaven.     He  continued  to  live  with 
them  until  he  was  called  away  to  the  hpufe  not  made  with  hands. 
Having  experienced  much  of  thegoodnefs  of  God  himfel'f,  he 
found  a  very  gjrcat  conc^n  for  the  happinefs  ot  his  relations,  and 
tifarneftly  Ici^ed  for  their  converfion.     Heconfidered  himfelf  as 
^.Aranger  and  pilgrim  in  the  world,  and  abftained  from  flefhly 
Ix^  which  v^ar  ag^inft  the  foul.     Notwithftanding  he  was  onlf 
weak  in  body,  and  wrought  very  hard  at  lus  bufinefs,  yet  he  was 
reinarkable  for  abftemioufncfs  and  uncommon  felf-denial.     In- 
<^ee4f  in.  tjbe  judgment  of  jbds  kind  friends,  he  hardly  took  what 
nature  required  i  but  forgetting  the  things  which  were  behind,  he 
preffed  fprnjrafclxJQfwwd.  thofc  which  were  before,  labouring  to 
obtain  the  p^ii^  ^ibis-Jhigh  calling  of  Gab  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

So  lemarkable  wrtre  Ms  piety  and  zeal,'  that  he  ^as  appointed 
to  be  a*clafs*leaderi  In 'Which  duty  he 'conducted  himfelf  with 
the  grwteft  ferioufnels  and  propriety :  At  firft  he  laboured  under 
.many  difti^flirig  tc«iptation#,;  ariflng  from  ,z  Tenfe  of  his  un- 
fitnda'fof  fech  an  irffice.  But  the  Lord'  helped  him,  and  in  a 
/great  meafin^  delivered  him  from*  the  entbarraffments  with 
idiich  he  was  exercff^pd.  Far  from  refting  in  paft  experience* 
fee  was  atlurft  for  entire '^'fanftification.  Nothing  could  fatisfy 
bam  but  purity  of  heart,  •  and  that  perfedl  love  which  cafteth 
out  fear,  .  For  thJs  be  watched  and  fafted,  and  fought  the  bleffing 
with  many  prayers  and  tears,  and  was  heard  and  anfwered.^ 
The  Ldrd,  whom  he  fought,  — <*fud(fenly  vilitcd  his  temple," 
and-well  nigh  overpowered  him  with  the  forcible  and  impreflive 
^application  of  thefe  words,  —  <•  Reckon  thyfclf  to  be  dead  in- 
deekl  unto  fio,  but  alive  ^unto  God,   through  J cfus  Chrift  our 
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His  fubfequent  conduct  proved  the  reality  andi  extent  of  (he 
change  wrought  in  him.  He  manifefted  much  uneafinefs^  when 
any  in  his  prefence  feemed  inclinable  to  dwell  upon  fubjeds 
of  a  worldly  nature  ;  he  always  ftudied  to  wave  fuch  difcourfes, 
and  to  fpeak  about  the  love  of  Jefus,  and  the  nature  of  pure  and 
undefiled  religion.  Sometimes  he  would  fay,  <<  O  what  is  the 
world  to  me  !  I  want  to  talk  about  Jefus,  and  "the  perfeS 
love  of  God  ;  '*  his  converfatipn  was  in  heaven,  and  his  life 
was  hid  with  Chrift  in  Qod.  He  declared,  that  the  laft  week' 
of  his  life  was  by  far  the  happipft,  and  that  he  feemed  to  live 
in  the  borders  of  heaven.     After  ihorning^prayer,  he  frequently 

fting>  V '     '  '      ' 

,  "  Happy  the  fouls,  to  Jesus  join'd. 
And.  favM  by  Grace  al^ne; 
Walking  in  all  his.  ways  tjiey  find.        r.      •• 
Their  Heav'n  oa  Earth  begun/A.-     '  ;    * 

This  was  his  favourite  hyntn,  and  feeme^  defcriptive  of  the  life 
which  he  lived  in  the  flefh  by  faith  in  thp  Son  of  God. 

Being  at  his  work  as  ufual,  on  iFriday  the  31ft  of  March,  1797, 
at  a  Stone- Drift,  eighty  fathoms  under ^ound>  "and  having  puta^ 
charge  of  powder  into. a  hole  inade  for  that  purpofe,  he  took  up; 
his  pricker  l;o  clear  the  pafTage  for  the  ftraw,  by  which  the  .fire 
wjis  to  be  communicated  to  the  powder,  and  having  given  it  a 
ftroke  with  a  hammer,  the  pricker  unexpectedly-  emitted  aTjark 
of  fire,  which  falling  into  the  powder,  caufed  it  t^  ^'(5ff  <rith 
a  terrible  explofion,  before  he  had  time  to  retroat.' -'  By  thte  ac** 
cident,  his  body  was  dreadfully  wounded,  and  hd^lfty^  finne  tinie^ 
infcnfible.     When  he  came  to  himfelf^  We^<s*i^Mt,'i-^**Jtrus/ 
ftand  by  thy  /eeblcL  worm!  "     And^th^ugl^Jt^vs'thi^iiOtliaiee 
were  fraftured,   yet  he  crawled  at^^t  ;/i}^Qr  yajrds  ithro'ia  con-* 
fiderable  quantity   of  mud  and  Aii^gtpf.    i.fi|^.thea  pWy^ii  that 
if  it  was  the  will  of  God  he  ihould  dJ^  Jn  that;(ituattoir(fl$  there- 
was  no  perfon  near)  he  would  receive  him ; » but  if  0ptj  Jthat  he. 
would  mercifully  contrive  a  way  for  his  eCc^pe.     Belcg.^J®^: 
under  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  his  groans  were  heard  .byrtsO  iWyiSf 
who  were  ftationed  fome  fathoms  nearer  the  fur&oe  ^;tbe earth; 
the  boys  called  to  thofe  at  the  top,  to  come,  to  his  afliftance. 
Two  men  quickly  defcended,  and  extricated  him  out  pi  bis  peri- 
lous fituation.     He  was  carried  to  the  Moor-Houfci,  where  he 
was  treated  with  the  greateft  care  and  tendemefs..     His  deliver- 
ance was  remarkably  providential.     The  men  at  the  top  were 
about  to  fct  the  engine  a-going,  by  which  they  pump  the  water 
from  the  pit.     Had  not  the  boys  heard  him,  and  the  two  men 
defcended  when  they  did,  John  muft  inevitably  have  periflied  la 
his  fubteuaj\e9us  fituation,  becaufe  the  noife  of  the  engine  would 
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tfiTcauaUy  have  drowned  his ,  groans.  Dr..  Marflialt  of  Work-' 
ington,  difplay^d  great  tendcrnefs  and  (kill  in  reftoring  his  brokeni 
thigh  to  its  natural  form  and  pofition  y  but  alas  !  all  his  attempts,* 
tho'  kind  and  benevolent,  proved  abortive  with. regard  to  the. 
prolongation  of  the  patient's  life,  becaufe  his  body  was  fo  much 
bruifed,  that  a  mortification  took  place.  -  Mrs.  Layboum,  ex- 
prefling  her  fears,  thit  the  converfation  of  fo  many  vifitors,  who 
came  to  fee  him  during  his  affli^ion,'  would  difturb  him  in  his 
debilitated  ftate ;  but  he  mildly  anfwered,  "  We  arc  talking 
about  Jcfus ;  and  I  love  him,  and  have  the  witnefs  in  myfclf 
that  he  l6vc$  me."  "    • 

The  firft  time  I  called  to  ftc  him  after  his  misfortune,  he  faid, 
"  J  am  weak  and  poorly  in  body,  but  hapf^  in  rnind  :  Pcrfcft 
^'  Love  hath  caft  out  all  fear.**       At  another  time  he  faid,,  "  O 
"  how  precious  is  Chrift  to  me  now !    Much  more  precious  thaa 
"  thoufarids  apd  tens  of  thoufands  of  gold  and  filver.     .My  Re- 
"  loved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his.** .  Adding,  /*  I  have  not  the 
"  leaft  doubt  of  my  acceptance  :  I  know  in  whom  , I  have  be-r. 
**  lieved,    and   am  perfedlly  rcfigned  either  .to.  live  or  di^./* 
Whenever  mention  was  made'  of  his  being /feipught  outof  the- 
pit,  he  ufed  to  call  it  a  remarkable  providence,  and  a  moft  won^^ 
derful  deliverance  ;  though,  in  all.  probability,^  had  his  life  been 
fpared,  he  muft  have  been  ^  poor  helplefs  cripple  all  his.  days. 
He  was  very,  thankful  when  aiiy  of  his  chriftian  friends  called* 
to  fee  him,  and  faid,    <<  it  is  a  fingular  fatisfa^lion,  at  a  time 
when  my  relations  are  far  from  me."  Soon  after  the  Surgeon 

had  drefled  his  thigh  the  firft  time,  one  alkcd,  ^Hdw  he  felt'lumWj  . 
felf?    He  replied,    "  But  poorly  in  body,  yetpraifing  Gop.  ;'*^ 
4nd  then  repeated  the  following  lines,  *   r  ,  ,  , 

«  Thee,  I  woUld  be  always  bleffing, 
Serve,  thee  as  thy  Hofts  above; 
Pray  and  pralfe  thee  without  ceafirig, 
Glory  in  thy  perpect  ItOVE.** 

He  feldbm  fufFered  any  to  go  away  without  exhorting,  them  to 
make  fure  work  for  eternity  ;  and  pointing  thenj  to  the  Lamb  of « 
God  which  takethaway  the  fin  of  the  world.  *Bcforc  his  mis-: 
fortune  hf  ufed  frequently  to  fay,  "  Whatever;!  found  in  my- 
"  felf  contrary  to  the  will  of  Goi>>  I  did  not  ccafe  to  pray  for 
"  deliverance  from  it,  till  I  obtained  deliverance,  .and  what- 
"  ever  evil  I  once  conquered,  fcldom,  if  ever,  overcame  me . 
**  again."     In  this  vidorious  ftate  he  continued  to  the  laft. 

The  day  on  ivhich  he  died,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holder  called  to 
fee  him.  He  told  them,  he  was  poorly  in  body,  Jtmt  happy  ia 
mind.      He  then  appeared  unable  to  ipeak  any  more.      Mr. 
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Holder'  defircd  him,  if  he  thought  they  ihould  meet  ift  heaven, 
to  lift  up  hi«  hand,  which  h^  did  very  readily.  I  called  joft  as 
they  were  leaving  the  hoilfe.  He  told  me,  he  bad  ndt  the  Icaft 
doubt  rt(jpe&ing  his  future  happinefs.  I  prayed^  with  him,  and 
he  often  give  a  loud  and  hearty  **  Amen."  When^  I  had  dpne 
he  fsttd,  '<  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeA  peace,  whofe  mind  is 
Itayedi  on  thee,'*—  and  tl^en  peaceably  exrired  without  a  iigh  or 
groafi !  JOHK  BraIth^aite. 

Mr.  Prenties's  Shipwreck  on  the  liland  of  Ca7E  Sr&HOn. 
[  CMhaad  frwt  pagt  520.  } 

TFIE.  7th  ind  8A  of  December,  the  gale  continued  as  boit 
tcrous  as  ever  i  and  in  the  night  benyeen  the  8th  ancj  9ilu 
the  fhip  went  to  pieces  from  the  ftem  to  die  main^maft,  from  the 

.  extreme  violcnoe  with  which  the  fea  broke  againft  her.  By  this 
part  of  her  going  to  pieces,  we  obtained  fome  provifions  which 
waftied  on  ftidre.  vii.  fome  pieces  of  fait  beef,  likewife  fomc 
frcfh  meat  tjrat  nong  over  the  ftem,  and  a  quantity  of  onions 
that  tiie  Captain  had  on  board  for  fale.  This  relief  was  verjr 
feafonable,  it  being  now  die  fourth  day  fipce  we  had  eaten  any 
kind  of  prpvifipn  whatever.  Having  no  utenl!ls,  we  dreffed  our 
meat  in  the  beft  manner  we  could,  and  made  what  we  thought  a 
moft  delicious  repaft.  The  fenfe  of.  hunger  being  affuaged,  wc 
fet  to  work  in  collecting  all  the  provifion  We  Could  find  fcattercd 
upon  die  beach,  being  apprehenfive  that  we  fhould  not  foon  get  a 

•  fppply  from  any  other  quarter.  This  done,  our  next  care  was 
to  get  ourfelves  under  cover,  and  form  fome  kind  of  flielter  from 
the  piercing  blaft.  This  talk  was  not  ari  eafy  one,  fo  many  of 
our  company  bdng  unable  to  move,  and  of  the  remainder,  none 
but  the  mate  and  myfelf  capable  of  any  aflive  exertion,  being  all 
more  or  lefs  bitj^n  by  the  froft ;  and  our  number  reduced  to  17, 
\y  the  iofs  of  two  perfons,  ^s  already  naentiOned.  A  quantity  of 
deals  had  floated  <>n  fliore  from  the  wreck  :/  of  thefe  we  carried 
a!bout  ^50  into  the  wood,  and  by  ten  at  night. completed  a  kind 
of  houfe,  about  20  feet  long,  and  lo  w;ide.;  ./Which  was  con^ 

.  ftruiftcd  in  the  following  manner.  We  cilt  t^6  poles  of  the 
aboye-mcntioned  length,  and,  having  no  nails,  tfed  them  at  % 

Jiropcr  height  oh  the  outfide  of /two  trccs^  at  the  diftance  of  2q 
cet  from  each  other :  the  interval  between  the  poles,  which  was 
equal  to  the  breadth  of  the  trees,  ferved  for  the  fniokcof  our 
tire  to  go  through  ;  the  fire  itfclf  being  laid  in  an  oblong  polition, 
extending  Stfclf  nearly  the  whole  Itogth  of  the  hook,  Againft 
thefe  crofk  pbks  we  placed  boards  with  a  flope  of  about  60  de- 
grees' towards  the  ground,  which  eonftituted  the  two  principal 
'fides. .  The,  two  other  fides  were jcompofcd  «f  boards  placedptr- 

^  pendicular, 
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pendicular^  the  trunks  of  the  trees  being  tjAen  in,  and  forming 
part  of  each  iide  :  on  one  of  theCe  ikies,  that  looked  towards  the 
fouth-eaift,  we  left  a  vacancy  for  the  entrance. 

This  buiinefs  being  over,  we  examined  the  quantity  of  pro.« 
vifions  we  had  collected,  and  -had  the  fatisfadion  to  fmd  that  wc 
had  in  ftore  between  two  and  thite  hi^ndred  pounds  of  fait  beef^ 
9nd  a  confiderable  ftock  of  onions.  As  tq  bread,  we  had  none  ; 
for,  when  the  veffel  went  to  pieces,  the  calks  were  ftove  and  the 
br^d  loft.  CEcpnomy  and  good  management  were  now  highly 
neceflary  to  make  our  little  ftock  laft  as  long  as  poffible,  it  hiing 
quite  uncertain  when  we  could  get  any  relief;  and,  in  confe- 
qucncc,  it  was  determined,  that  each  man,  whether  (ick  or  well, 
fliould  be  confined  to  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  beef  and  four 
onions  per  day,  as  long  as  the  latter  ihould  laft.  This  wretched 
allowance,  but  juft  enough  to  keep  a  man  from  ilarving,  was 
the  .utmoft  we  thought  it  prudent  to  afford  ourfclves,  left  we 
Ihould  be  in  ^an  uninhabited  country  ;  for  as  yet  we  were  rather 
uncertain  on  what  Coaft  we  were  caft  away  ;  though-  afterwards, 
on  comparing  circumflanccs,  we.  concluded  it  muft  be  on  the 
Ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  being  the  fixth  day  after  welanded^ 
the  gale  abated,  and  gave  us  an  bpportuoity  to  launch  our  boat,, 
and  get'  on  board  what  remained  of  the  veffel.  Three  of  us  ac- 
cordingly embarked,  having  with  much  labour  launched  the 
boat,  and  cleared  her  of  the  fand  and  ice.  As  foon  as  we  gqt 
Qn  board  the  wreck,  we  went  to  work  at  opening  the  hatches^ 
and  having  but  one  axe,  and  the  cables  being  frozen  over  thcrh 
jn  a  folid  lump  of  ice,  it  took  the  whole  day  to  accomplifti  it. 
The  next  day,  the  weather  being  ftill  moderate,  we  went  again 
on  board,  and  having  cleared  away  the  remainder  of  the  cable, 
V€  cut  up  part  of  Ae  deck,  in  order  to  make  room  to  get  out 
two  cafks  of  onions,  with  a  fmall  barrel  of  beef,  containing 
about  I2Q  pounds,  and  three  barrels  of  apples,  (hipped  by  a 
Jewifti  merchant  of  Quebec.  We  likewife  found  a  quarter-cafk 
of  potatoes,  a  bottle  of  oil,  which  proved  very  fcrviccable  to 
the  men's  fores,  another  axe,  a  large  iron  pot,  two  camp  kettles, 
and  about  twelve  pounds  of  tallow  Candles.  With  much  diffi- 
culty we  got  this  great  fupply  on  fliorc.  On  the  13th,  we  made 
it  our  bufinefs  to  get  our  provifions  ftowcd  away  in  a  corner  of 
the  hut,  when,  on  opening  the  apple  caiks,  we  found  their  con* 
tents,  to  our  great  furprife,  converted  into  bottles  of  Canadian 
Balfam,  a  more  valuable  commodity  to  be  fure  than  apples,  but 
what  we  could  gladly  have  exchanged  in  our  prefent  iitiiatioji  fot 
fomething  more  friendly  to  the  ftomach  than  to  the  conftitution. 
This  difappointment,  as  may  be  fappofed,  extorted  a  few  hearty 
good  wiflies  towards  the  Jew  ;   yet  we  found  afterWariis  fome  uft 
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for  his  Canadian  Balfam,  though  fomcwhat  different  from  what 
he  intended  it  (hould  be  applied  to. 

The   cpnfidcrabic  fupply  we  got  from  on  hoard  the  wreck 
'enabled  us  the  next  day  to  adci  four  onions  to  our  daily  allow- 
ance.    Wc  went  on  board  once  more  on  the  14th,  and  cut  as 
much  of  the  fails  a$  poflible  from  the  bowfprit,  with  part  of 
which  wc  covered  our  hut,  and  made  it  tolerably  warm  and  com- 
fortable, notwithftanding  the  fevcrity  of  the  weather.     By  this 
time  the  fores  of  the  men  who  had  been  froft  bitten  began  to 
mortify,  and  caufed  their  toes,  fingers,  and  other  parts  of  the 
limbs  affeftcd,  to  rot  off,  their  angui(h  being  at  the  fame  time 
almoft  intolerable.     The  Carpenter,  who  came  on  (hdre  after 
the  others,  had  loft  the  grcateft  part  of  his  feet,  and  on  the  14th 
at  night  became  delirious,  in  which  unhappy  ftate  he  continued, 
till  death  relcafed  him  the  following  day  from  his  miferable  ex- 
iftencc.      Wc  covered  him  with  fnow  and  branches  of  trees^. 
having  neither  fpade  nor  pick-axe  to  dig  a  grave  for  him  ;  nor 
would  it  have  been  poflible,  if  we  had  been  provided  with  them, 
the  ground  being  in  this  climate  fo  hard  frozen  during  the  Wintey 
as  to  be  almoft  impenetrable.    Three  days  after,  our  fecond  mate 
fdied  in  the  fame  manner,  having  been  delirious  for  fome  hours 
before  he  expired.       Wc  felt  but  very  little  concern  at  the  death 
of  our  companions,  either  on  their  account  or  our  own  :    for,  in 
the  firft  place,  we  confidcred  it  rather  a  happinefs  than  a  misfbr^ 
tune  to  be  deprived  of  life  in  our  prcfcnt  wretched  fituation,  and, 
in  the  feeond,  becaufe  there  became  the  fewer  mouths  to  confumc 
pur  little  ftock  of  provifioris  :  indeed,  had  not  fome  paid  the  debt 
.of  .nature,  we  ihould  in  the  end  have  been  reduced  to  the  fhockr 
ing  neceflity  of  killing  and  devouring  one  another.     Though  not 
yet  reduced  to  this  neceflity,  our  condition  was  fo  miferable,  that 
it  feemed  fcarocly  poflible  for  any  new  diftrefs  to  make  a  fenfible 
addition  to  it.     Bcfldes  the  profpeft  of  periihing  through  want  in 
that<  defolate  place,  and  the  pain  arifing  from  a  perpetual  fenfe  of 
hunger  and  cold,  the  agony  that  the  greateft  part  were  in,  from 
the  fores  occafioned  by  the  froft,  was  beyond  cxpreflTion,  while 
ttheir  groans  were  almoft  equally  diftrefling  to  the  remainder  :  — 
but  what  afleded  mc  more*than  all  our  other  miferies,  was  the 
quantity  of  vermin,  proceeding  from  the  men's  fores,  and  con- 
tinually increaflng,  which  infefted  us  in  every  part,  and  rendered 
us  difgufting  even  to  ourfelvcs.       Several,  however,  who  had 
been  but  flightly  froxcn,  recovered  in  a  fliort  t!ime,  with  the  lo(s 
of  a  few  toes  and  fingers  ;    no  one  having  entirely  cfcapcd  fhe 
froft  but  myfelf.     On  the  20th,  another  faijor  died,  after  having 
been,  like  the  others,  fome  time  in  a  delirium,  and  was  buried, 
or  rather  covered,  in  the  fame  manner.     Our  number  was  now 
Induced  to  14  perfons  ^   yet  we  did  npt  think  it  prudent  to  in- 
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wafe  the  allowance  of  provifion^,  but  ftill  kept  it  at  the  rate 
originally  fixed  on,  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  beef  per  diem. 

The  mate  and  I  had  frequently  gone  out  together,  fince  Wf 
were  (hipwrecked,  to  try  if  we  could  difcover  any  traces  of  in- 
habitants, but  hitherto  without  fucccfs.      About  a  fortnight  after 
we  had  fixed  ourfelves  in  the  hut,  we  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
fine  ^ay  to  walk  ten  or  twelve  miles  up  a  river,  upon  the  ipci 
where  we  obfcrved  many  tracks  of  moofe-dcer  and  other  animal^, 
ibme  of  which  we  might  have  killed,  had  we  been  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition.     In  our  progrefs  up  the  river  Ve  dif* 
covered  fcveral  trees  cut  on  one  fide,  as  we  imagiped,  by  ^n  axe, 
which  gave  us  rcafon  to  think  there  might  be  Indians  near  at 
hand.     On  going  up  to  the  place  we  could  plainly  perceive,  that 
the^T!^  had  been  fome  there  lately,  by  their  wig- warn,  which  ftilt 
remained  with  fome  frefh  bark  abt)ut  it.     We  likewife  found  the 
fkin  of  a  moofc-deer  hanging  acrpfs  a  pole.     We  travelled  a  goo4 
way  further,  in  hopes  of  making  fome  njore  difcoveries  of  this 
nature  ;    but  to  n6  purpbfe.     It  gave  us  neverthelefs  fome  fatis- 
fadlion  to  find,  that  we  were  in  a  place  where  inhabitanu  had 
been  lately,  as  it  was  probable  they  might  again  return  there. 
In  cafe  this  ftiould  happen,  I  cut  a  long  pole^and  ftuck  it  in  the 
See  wpon  the  river  ;    then  with  my  knife, .  which  I  always  took 
care  to  preferve,  as  it  was  the  only  one  amongft  us,  cut  a  piece 
of  bark  from  a  birch  tree,  and  forming  it  into  the  (hape  of  a 
hand,  with  the  fore-finger  extended  and  pointing  towards  oui; 
liut,  fixed  it  on  the  top  of  the  pole,  and  took  away  the  moofe^' 
(kin,  in  order  that  they  might  perceive  that  fome  perfons  ha4 
been  on  the  fpot  fince  they  left  it,  and  the  route  they  had  taken 
cin  -their  return.      We  then  purfued  the  way  to  our  habitation, 
and  communicated  this  agreeable  information  to  our  CiOmpahiohs, 
who  were  not  yet  able  to  move  about :    trifling  as  the  hopes  wcrp 
which  we  couW  in  reafon  derive  from  this  difcovery,  yet  it  gave 
them  confiderable  fatisfaftion.      Twenty  days  being  elapfed  fince 
our  fhipwreck,  and  our  provifions  being  very  much  reduced,  I 
began  to  entertain  a  fufpieion,  that  there  was  fome  foul  play 
during  my  abfence  2X  difFerent  times  from  the  hut  in  fearch  of 
•  inhabitants.     I   was  therefore  determined  to  find  out  the  truthj^^ 
if  poffible,  by  keeping  a  conftant  watch  at  night ;     by  which 
means  I  at  length  difcovered,  that  the  depredators  were  no  other 
than  the  Captain  and*  two  Sailors,  who  had  confumed  no  Icfs 
than  fcventy  pounds,  befides  a  quantity  of  onions,  in  fo  fliort  a 
fpace  of  time.      To  prevent  fuch  unfair  pradlices  for  the  future, 
the  mate  and  I  never  went  out  together,  one  of  us  conftantly 
fcmaining  in  the  hut. 

We  continued  in  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe  from  our  laft  difcovery  foi^ 
fome  days,  when  giving  up  at  length  all  hopds  of  feeing  any  Fn* 
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dians  or  inhabitants  in  this  place^  having  proviiions  onlj  fer  £x 
t^eeks  longer^  and  a  few  of  our  mefty  together  with  the  captain, 
being  recovered,  I  propofed  leaving  our  habitation,  with  as  many 
ftis  could  work  in  the  boat,  in  fcarch  of  inhabitants.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  unanimoufly  affentcd  to  ;  but  when  we  eame  to  think 
how  it  was  to  be  put  in  execution,  a  new  difficulty  ftartcd  itfelf, 
fiamely,  that  of  repairing  the  boat,  which  had  been  beat  in  fuch 
H  manner  by  the  lea  upon  the  beach,  that  every  feam  was  open. 
We  firft  attempted  to  flop  them  with  dry  oakum,  but  foon 
found  that  it  would  not  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe,  and  having 
laved  ho  pitch  from  on  board  the  wreck,  we  began  to  defpair  of 
the  poffibility  of  repairing  them.  I,  at  hength,  thought  of 
making  a  kind  of.fuccedaneum  for  pitch  of  the  Canadian  Balfam, 
which,  as  I  before  mentioned^  had  been  fliipped  for  apples,  and 
had  been  by  us  brought  on  fliore  under  that  dec^tion.  We  ac- 
cordingly went  to  work  in  making  the  experiment,  and  boiled  a 
quantity  of  the  Balfam  in  the  iton  kettle  we  had  iaved,  and  fre- 
quently taking  it  off  the  fire  to  cool,  we  foon  brought  it  to  a 
proper  confiftence.  A  fufficient  quantity  of  it  being  prepared, 
we  turned  up  the  boat,  and  having  cleaned  her  bottom,  gave  her 
a  coat  of  tnc  Balfam,  which  effeftually  flopped  up  all  crevices 
for  the  prefent.  This  done,  we  got  a  fmall  fail  rigged  to  a  maft, 
which  ihipped  and  unfhipped  occafionally  ;  and  then  pitched 
Upon  the  perfons  who  were  to  go  with  me  in  the  boat. 

By  the  ift  of  January,  with  much  difficulty  and  fatigue,  wc 
^t  our  boat  ih  tolerable  condition,  fo  that  fhe  could  fwim  wkh- 
out  making  much  water  ;  like  wife  our  maft^and  fail  rigged,  in 
tafe  wc  Ihould  happen  to  get  a  fair  wind,  which  we  could  not 
dften  fexpeS  on  thb  coaft  at  the  prefent  feafon  of  the  year  r^or, 
diu-ing  the  winter  months,  it  blows  almoft  conftantly  from  Weft 
to  North- Weft,  which  is  immediately  on  the  land.  We  couy 
ttot  expeft  therefore  to  have  much  occafion  for  our  fail ;  never- 
thelefs  it  might  fometimes  be  ferviceblc,  and  afford  forne  re- 
lief to  the  rowers.  We  had  agreed  to  take  fix  in  the  boat,  vii. 
<h<J  captain  arid  mate^  two  failors,  myfelf  and  fervant:  of  the 
<^thers  none  were  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  judged  equal  to  the 
fatigues  we  might  exped  in  this  expedition.  Oisr  fhoes  being  • 
iQl  nearly  worn  out,  my  employment,  during  the,  whole  of  the 
htm  day,  was  to  make  a  kind  of  mowkifms,  or  Indian  (hoes, 
6if  canvas.  My  rieedle  was  nothing  more  than  the  handle  of  a 
l^ewter  fpooh,  which  I  had  fafliioned  as  well  as  I  could  for  the 
0urp6fe,  and  the  fame  canvas  fupplied  me  with  thread.  As 
foon  as  I  had  made  twelve  pair,  which  was  two  for  each  roan  to 
chir  party,  we  divided  the  provifions  that  remained  into  14  equal 
parts,  which  amounted  only  to  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  beef  per 
iay  for  fix  wtcks  j  thofc  who  Wcfe.  to  ftay  behind,  ftaring  as 
'•  -  .  •   -    -  much 
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much  as  wc  who  were  to  go  in  the  boat,  not^ithftanding  the 
great  fatigue  which  wc  had  every  reafon  to  exped.  Every  ne, 
ceflary  preliminary  being  adjufted,  we  propofed  letting  ©ff  the 
n^xtdisiy .;  but  the.  wind  blowing  frefli  at  north- weft,  were  obliged^ 
to  Fcmain  where  we  were  till  the  4th.  By  this  time  the  icej^ 
iloating  in  prodigious  quantities  on  the  coaft,  and  in  fome  placet, 
colleding,  and  blockmg  up  the  bays,  rendered  our  undertaking; 
extremely  hazardous  ;  yet  we  thought  it  more  advifeal)le  to  feoe 
any  dan^r,  and  to  encounter  any  hardfhip,  than  to  remain  isk 
0\ir  pttfent  fitu^tton  with  a  certainty  of  ftarving* 

\_  Tq  be  continued.  ] 
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From  Mr.  Wesley,  to  Lady  •*♦»**.  ,  * 

My  .4«»r  Lady,  ^*      London,  June  t9,  1771^ 

MANY  years  fince  I  faw,  that  ^<  Without  holinefs  no  man 
ihatl  fee  the  Lord,"  I  began  following  after  it,  and  in- 
citifig  all  with  whom  I  had  any  intercourfe  to  do  the  faihie.  Tenf 
years  •  after,  God  gaVe  mc  a  clearer  view  thiin  I  had  before,  of 
the  way  how  ^  attain  this  ;  namely.  By  faith  in  the  Son  of  Goi>^ 
And  immediately  I  declared  td  all,  **  We  are  fared  from  fin; 
we  are  made  holy,  by  Faith."  This  I  teftified  in  private,  in 
public,  in  print; — and  GO0'  confirmed  it  by  a  thoufand  wit- 
nefles.  1  have  continued  to  declare  this,  for  above  thirty  years* 
.And  God  hath  continued  to  confirm  the  word  of  his  grace  :  But 
dunog  this  time,  well  nigh  all  the  religious  world  hath  fet  them-* 
fclves  in  array  againfl  me,  and  among  the  reft,  many  of  my  Qwa 
children,  following  the  example  of  one  of  my  eldefl  fons,  Mn 
W.  Their.general  cry  has  been,  "  He  is  unfound  in  the  Faith;: 
he  preaches  another  Gofpelf"  I  anfwer,  Whether  it  bethe^ 
fame  which  they  preach  or  not,  it  is  the  fame  which  I  have 
preached  for  above  thirty  years.  This  may  eafily  appear  from, 
what  I  have  publifbed  during  that  whole  term.  1  inftancc  only. 
in  three  fermons  :  That  on  **  Salvation  by  Faith,"  printed  in. 
the  year  1738.  That  on  <<Thc  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs,'*, 
printed  a,  few  years  fince :  and  that  on  Mr.  Whkefield's  Funeral, 
printefd  only  fome  months  ago.  But  it  is  faid,  ^<  O  but  you, 
printed  ten  lines  in  Auguft  laft,  which  contracjift  all  your  other, 
writings."  Be  not  fo  fure  of  this*  It  is  probable,  at  leaft,  that 
t  underfland  my  own  meaning  as  well  as  you  do :  and  that 
meaning  I  have  yet  again  declared  in  the  Sermon  laft  referred  to. 
By  that  interpret  thpfe  ten  lines,  and  yqu  will  underftand  them 
better.  Although  I  fhould  think  that  any  one  might  fee,  even 
without  this"  help,  that  the  lines  in  queftion  do  not  refer  to  the 
^ndition  Df  obtaining*  but  of  co^jitimung  in  the  favour  of  God., 

But 
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But  whclb«r  the  fentiment  contained  in  thofe  lines  be  nght  of 
v^rOng,  and  whether  it  be  well  or  ill  exprcflcd,  the  Gofpel  which 
I  now  preach,  God  does  (till  confirm  by  new  witneffes  in  every 

J  dace :  Perhaps  never  fo  miich  in  this  kingdom  as  within  thefe 
aft  three  months*  Now,  I  argue  from  glaring  undeniable  fad: 
God  cannot  bear  witnefs  to  a  lie.  The  Golpel  therefore  which 
he  coiifirms,  muft  be  true  in  fubftance.  There  may  be  opinions 
inaintained  at  the  fame  time  which  are  riot  exactly  true;  and 
^•iiQ  can  b«  fecure  frdm  thefe?  .  Perhaps  I  thought  myfejf  fo 
once  J  —  when  I  wa^  much  younger  than  I  am  now,  I  thought 
myfelf  almoft  •  infallible.  But,  1  blefs  God,  I  know  myfclf 
better  now.  

To  be  (hort.  Such  as  I  am,  I  love  you  well.  You  have  one 
of  the  firft  places  in  my  eftcem  and  affedion  t  And  you  once  had 
feme  regard  for  me.  But  it  cannot  continue  i^  it  depends  upon 
my  feeing  with  your  eyes,  or  on  my  being  in  no  miftake.  What 
if  I  was  in  as  many  as  Mr.  Lf  w  himfelf  ?  If  you  wcre^  I  tiioirid 
\ove  you  ftill,  providfed  your  helrt  vifas  ftill  right  with  God.  My 
dear  Friend,  you  feem  not  to  havQ  well  learned  yet  the  meaning 
of  thofe  words,  which  I  defue  to  hav^  continually  written  upon 
^y  heart,  "  Whofocver  doth  the  will  of  my.  Father  which  is  in^ 
heaven,  the  fame  is  .my  brother,  and  fifter,  and  mother.*'  I  am^ 
my  dear  Lady,  your  aflc6lionate,  J.  WEStEY. 

From  Mr.  George  Clark,  to  a  Gentleman  on  the  Deadi 
of  his  Son. 

-  Dear  Friend,  Londbn,  Auguft  28,  fj^^^ 

I  Cannot  but  fympathixe  with  you  in  this  very  heavy  affliftion; 
being  affured  that  the  deepeft  Torrow  muft  have  filled  your 
heart,  for  the  death  of  fo  amiable  a  fon  ;  —  one  who  promiiTed 
fair  to  be  a  comfort  to  you  in  your  declining  years,  and  to  bear 
your  name  to  future  generations.  You,  no  doubt,  mifs  him  the 
more,  becaufeihe  was  able  to  accompany  you  from  place  to  place, 
and  to  aflift  you  in  your  bulinefs.  In  your  going  out  and  coming 
ih,  in  the  yard  and  in  the  compting-houfe,  you  are  ready  to  look 
for  him,  and  figh,  —  and  let  fall  a  tear,  and  cry,  <^Omyfon, 
ihy  fon!'*  Thus  you  mourn. the  lofs  of  him  in  the  day;  and 
jJerhaps  at  night  you  can  hardly  reft,  but  purfue  his  image  from 
place  to  place,  till  you  are  permitted  to  clofe  your  weeping  eyes 
in  deep.  In  the  morning  he  is  frefti  in  your  remembrance ;  you 
cat  the  bread  of  forrow,  and  your  habitation  is  unpleafant  with- 
out him.  But  he  is  gone,  he  fliall  return  no  more  :  You  fhall 
go  to  him,  but  he  cannot. return  to  you.  Fix  your  mind  then 
upon  the  Will  of  Goto,  and  undeiftand  his  voice  to  you  in  this 
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6if^e<^S6i^  It  certainly  ii'dfeiiigderf,  in  tender  hJctcf^irdlov^ 
to  you,  in  order  to  bring  you  b^ck  td  that  Gobj M^mofc  fitvour 
jrou  once  cfijoywl.  Serioully  Afhl?  npon  jonr^Ton's^'laft  libyr^l 
Such  afcene-is  Iwftetting  on  f6T  ytibaWb.  "iBut  4Ve;  yoti'J^dt 
for  it  ?  Cin  you  fay,  upon  good  ground,  ^*  When  Chrrft,  Vho'i* 
my  iifcy  tiall  ,apcemf,  then  itall  T  idlb  ap]ye)(r:  wii^  &tfi^  in 
fflory.'*  Snth  a  difpofition  of:  minqj  as. 'thia,  ttiifft  be  Obtaih^^ 
or  the  gates  of  the  kingdom,  of  iglory  writ  ba^ihur  agaiuft  you. 
I  HKod  nat>go  about  tppnn/fijiikiay.  yoi&t  ander{biidi^haih:n^'^ 
ceived  it  long  ago.  It  only  remains  nov/,  that  you  fet  yourfelf 
as  in  the  prefence  of  the''  Lortf^  "an3  prav^  that  he  may  aflift  you 
by  his  Spirit,  to  oxamiM  y^ujdbtf^  thAi  yoti  thiy  be  fully  fatis^ 
fied  whether  you  are  approved  of  him  or  not.  ^../   •     .  ,- 

The  prefent  dil^pcnfapon  .oaturally  opens,  the, xgy  for. feij^n^ 
eonfiderjttion,    and  hatb  a  tiSreift* tendency' to^jpre^ 
ccive  coijvitSBoh,  as^you  ianndt  ^  fee  tm  han4  o?  tflc  ^^^'^^  ^jj 
Ais  ftrdke  of  hi^rod;     Turn,  then;  »unto  him  'vrfK^'Jrm^th'yb 
and  he  wW  alfo  heal  youJ   .  Fa^rdown  before  *^fii;y^ffcf^  V^^ 
fin,  and  never  rdft  tttlhe^ftekspcicc^toyouf  W^  ; 

He  may^  very  ibon  do  this.  '  Wiit'upttfi  hlfri  4othl«  (frin  'ippoklted  j 

way;   as  jr<ai*weUlnoi#^'ihafhi::isr^pitfrM(i%)ia(iof^  I 

are  nvbt  ill  h»  Name. '  'Wr^cukciu  choobn^r  olMfifctv^virvtMi  ' 

partiotbuV  ^^<  ^^^  ful^mte'tb  that  way  ofifal^ibirziciiieh^hld  . 
Lord  hatLaj^mtd,  aiiid^  Afe^jou  fcnMy^sthfOiigH  FritK  in 
him  wlM.ibooght  yoQ  .wi8h^}yis*'pt«GiTa>6)bl<sRLx:dD«t'iC4hdii.i)e 
yoor  endbofvbitr,  id'  lay  hold  ii|)(»%:.the*hopee#hiciilisrfat  bdi^ri 
yoa ;  ai  yoa  aic  allured^  that  mttilngi  ihorv^^H  «U^  ih^n^ldl 
tation  <tf;the  ^yve  of  6od  jn  Chrift  JdEiif '<b  Voiir  fouiy  c^n 
mako  ^ou^  ^PI7«  *  Howtijer  clarr  «yo»r  uiidttftftandifig  mat^  be 
refpcaiiig  tixcr  truth,  this*  wHi  ^iior  deUvev  ^imt tffaiti.:the  gUilc 
or  tte  :^ikew  of  finy  any  iSKiTbi  iliah'fipabitottteie'iiiritl^warm 
yourbodj^wfiaiihiveringoiritMccddv'    /   ^' '  '•  ^''^  "»'•  .  :.    • 

It  -will;  bcrdlflicult'  fofr''7t)i?^o  bre^  c«r;f5t|Jh't^  ^quaint-l 
ance  with  the  men  of  the  woild  ;"hm  it  iniift  bPSc^i^,  'God  hath 
faid,  '^'Ctjincxiiit  from  an)bf%  them,"  '  'Aad  ybtt^n&v;er  caii^av^ 
a  better  opportunity.  Ybu  haVer^tfon  fiifficient  fpfj  reayihg,  your 
bufinefs  and  Company,.  f6eing  Jhat  y^u  have  bft:  fd^r  favourite 
fon,  anrf  t8c,  Lord  hath  ^Irdidy  glVci^  yoti^^^feit  il  q^urte  Sufficient 
tolrwconifirtablyall  yptir'i^tfi;'  'Froim'yiVthhef  ffien,'l5cgiri 
ro  lay  tfp  treSfi^rc  in  heaven^  by  dcwng:  all  the  good  y^ni  ^^n'to 
thr  bo(fic||'^arid  fouls  of  it\6\\  J  arid  By  Jo  Soing,  give  full  proof 
that  the?  Ltird-hath  again  taken  poifeflBon-bf  y6ur  hd^rt. '  I  ca»^ 
not  help  .thinking,  that  the  .ioi'd,  by  this  vifit?tJon|  hath  mad^ 
you  fo  deeply  fenfible^of'the  vanity  of  riches,  that  they  now'rai 
Aer  gIvcyoitiJain  than  pkafurc  j^  and  if  you  impnyve  this  folemri 
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Wimng  1LS  ^u  ou^t,  yoa^mlhfi^VTtU^  you  find  ro|ifi  peice  and 

habpmc6».thcenjoyn(irnt©f  Gob.  .  When  this  htefled  end  is 
ahfwercd,  then  you  and  your  partner  in  lifci  ihalUive  in  love 
and  peace,  and  tafce  fweet^cqunfel  together,  how  to  make  your 
ifialling  and  eledlion  fyre. 

.  i  A$  1  hsve  not  wrote  tbefd  lines  without  prayer,  fo  I  hope  you 
,will  read  them  in  tjie  fame  fpirk  rand  if  io,  I  doubt  not  but  the 
Lord  %tll  attend  theni  with  a  bleflsng  to  your  foul ;  which  is  the 
linceic.p»xer  of ryour  affe^tionate^riend,  « ,  G«  Clajik. 


..!      sFrom  Mr.  W«fiLBy<  to  Mift  T. 
pear  Sifter,  '        .        '  *        BriftoT,  Sjept  29,  1764. 

JK  the-  «?,ThougJ;ts  Upon  Chnft^n  Pcrfpflion/'  you  have  a 
clear  and  conmient.  account  of  it^  .1  have  beea  ^ieved  at  the 
danger- 1  iiyfjm  in ,  ^f  ftoppii^  fhort  of  i  t.  Certainly  yoii  may 
^ttairi  that  B^in&  fopQ^  ,  And  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  you 
dW  tafte  of  Jt|,  tjhpug^,bow  jfoplojl^it,  I  know  not^ 

L   It  wiHrhtf.  «t4miHy  true,  '<llf  Ihou  canA  belie vc,-  all  things 
arepoffibteioiiiiit.lhiit'briieveth:;''    Haft  this  Faith,  and  you 
hsvfQt  SalvalioD«)     And  .this  is. tibc^vcrjc' thing  you::  wann'    When 
this  is  jotnsd  mitb  a  ftrong  underftanding,  it  is  well r  9i>t  it  ntay 
fixilt  with,  a  VQty  ir^ak  one.     Tl^  i^  the  cde  wkh  Mrs.  W_^ 
whdb  onderftmdlRg  U  extremely  vtcak,  mx^  yea  ihc  :has  ftrong. 
f  aiithv  ^nd  fiieb  as^^xctedingly  profits  me ;  tMugb  I  idte  know- 
le^gCi.  Aat  thf  Irelfiire  i$  in  in;eiirth«n  yedeL.     1  fer.?ll  that  is 
ti  na,m«e; ;  ..but  ihit  do^s  xi)t  ^odec  iny  rejoieing  inrltlut  which 
IS  of. Grace.    This  isjone  brandt  of  ottriftiin  fimplicity.'     While 
reafon  ailiAni  fimn  aboye,-  eoabtes.me  to  difcefn. the  precious 
fnoni  th<  iwlofJ  aoalSe  my  ftdf)  deof  ^e  former,^  without  lofing 
one  moment  in  thinking  tipett.:tbo:ia|tor«     Pechapr  veafon  en- 
lk)Uen,ed  makes,  me  iinaple.   .  IC  {.Jcnew  lefs  qf inhuman  nature, 
(togivc  jni;  fpi^  talking  10  much^.crf  hjvfclf,)  I  (Jiould  be  more 
apt  rf>  0umb]fc  a^  the  weaknefljjs  of. it :  And^Jf  ,1  hfvi^,  ^(by  na- 
ture, Why  grace,)  tofxx^  clcarp^fs  of  a^rehenfion,  it  is  owing 
to  this  fut^de^  Op©)  that  1  n^er  ij?gg^ed  at  all  the*revetics  of 
George  Bell.. :  I  W  inftantly  at  tht  beginning,  and  £r^  the  be- 
g^iiisng,! what  was  flgnt,  and  what  was  ,>eiong.   Bi^^I  faw  w^],. 
•*  I  have  many  thii^s  to  fay  unto '  you,  but  you  cannot'  beard^em. 
now."     Hence  many  imagined  X  was  impofed  upon, rand  ap- 
plauded "^themfelyes  in  their  greater  .pcrifpiculty,  a^'.jth?)r2o  at      | 
tlijs  day.     ^*  feut  if  you  kney  ii  (fays  his  friend;!©  uiegoirv 
Lopez,)  why  did  you  not  tell' me/'      1  qnfwcr  yiv^  ban,  "  1 
du  not  fpeak.all'i  know,  but  all  I  judge  needfiiU'*     Still  I 
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inl  i^rfuadcd,  there  h  no  ftate  unii^T  heaven  Jfroffi^viiftJfi  It  is 
not  |>bflible  to  fall.  '  But  I  wiKh  you  was  ail  toW/^^rid  thwi 
yciu  Would  not  need  to  take  any  thought,  for  the'mwrijlr. '  ^ 
Urn,  your  aflfc^oflatc  brother,  '  •      ^    John  iV^stji^* 

t,  From  Mif$  R-;-,  to  Mrs.  P^-,    .  :,  i  -^  ,r.  , , 
My  dc^r  Friend,  •  Stroud,  *J illy  7^  Aji^6. 

I,F  wc  woiild  get  good  every  where,  it  muft^  be.  lv,ftrivir^  to 
keep  our  outward  fcnfes  under  fubjcftlun  to  thqfe  which  gra^ 
has  opened  inour  fouU.  B[y.,faith  y$c  realize  the  prcfence  aif 
our  great  Prophet -j,  our  ear  attcndjp  to  that  ftiH,JmaU  voice, 
which  is  not  heard  }n  the  hurrf  and  turnult  9f  our  njiture.  Our 
eyes  gaze  on  .the  divine  pcrfcftions  difplayc^iji  tlie  wTiplc  cJ^om^j^ 
'my  of  nature  and  of  gntcc.  ,  ,\Ve  begin,  a  life  which  never  en^ 
and  obtain  enjoyments  which  (hall  increafe  to,  a)l,etexnity-  ,| 
often  lament  that  I  am  fo  potir  a  prgficient  in  tjiis  fcHpoI ;  biif 
blefled  be  mjr /gracious  Lorcj^  He  keeps,  jme  truty  iiklirous  of 
learning  the  way  of  faith  more  perfe<Sly:,  and  Ariviqg  tp  makf 
ftnfibic  objedis  rubferyijent  to  the  realities  that  faith  r^ycals.  ^ 
: ,  Mjjny  thanks  for  J-  Coop^r's.fweet  letter :  •  it  breathes  the  fpirij 
I  long  for.  I  feel  a  tafte;  XfO|r49  i.give^me  H>fulnefs1  Sitnp^ 
faith  m;ike$  the  promifes  and'  th^  pispmifer  all  of^r  ownr.»  Not  i^ 
it  enough  to  wait  ,for  the  divi/ie  rnfi(4^nce^  on  oar  .fouls;  we  ihould 
rather,  (as  (hcjuftly  obferycs,  confi^eringour  freeiioin 'iabOught,^ 
livsti  takii^  it  by  faith,*  as  )veU  J^s  every  other  purchafcd  ai«i 
'piomified  blefliog;?  ^  This  is  a  l«flbn  the  Lord  his  lately  beea 
teac^ng  me.  v>  that  1  may  fo  ^  learn  it,  as  to  become  a  mor^ 
active  recipient  i    .«'... 

To-dajl',  I  waa  confktering  myfelf -as  a  |)ctfoH  pafling  through 
a  bind  abounding  with. fruit ;  but  if  the^  hand  of  faith  is  not  put 
forth,  k)  taki  df  the  fruit;  or  if  my  eapaclty,  (which  He  has 
given  me)  of  feeding  upon  ft,  is  .not  ufed  tp  the  utmoft,  tho'  I 
ihay.  live  and  Vlic  faved,  yet  my  dtgree  of  falvation,  both  in  time 
atid.  eternity,  will  be  inferior  to  what  the  Lord  would  hayc  made 
tne  capable  of,  bad  I  more  fully' exerted  the'  fpiritu^l  powers 
"which  He  hiss  gtadottfly  bcftowed  upon  me.  This  Airred  me  up 
CO  ftcivo  to  get'fr^  fire  .from,  the  holy  altar,  that  my  powers 
may  be  put  in  cjuicker  and  ftrongsr  motion  towards  Him,  whcft 
love  is  the  fea,. 

'^    .  /<  Where  all  my  pleafures  roll',        -        /. 

The  circle  where  my  paflions  mavc^ 
Aftd  ecfttfcr  ijf  my  foul/*  - 

4^  a  About 
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AbQut  tvo  days  2gp'p  ^"?fajUf  -^  ^^^  q^fi4ems  allele  mati§f 
V  It  pka(ed  ^e  Father  j(h^t,jta  |I|m  ibould.idl  tolaefs  4well/' 
1  ha4  (uchja.yifw.^f  my  privU^^^^      >Jeif  T^ftaiimit  be- 
liever/ ^  /et^  9)y  (oul  afreln  oA  fire  with  hop^  of  ipo^«  abiin<)»Bt 
life.     j^EHOVAli  Jesu$,   is  the  divine  repofitory  of  all  we  can 
have  or  want,  to  all  his  f/sCfit.      Caifh  difcems,  and  faith  re- 
ceives :  But  I  want  a  greater  capacity  of  rcc^ving  what  I  dif- 
ccm,  and  thro'-  the  help  of  my  God,  -am  determined  to  live, 
eoming.poor  ^nd  needy,  helplefs  and  unworthy  as  1  ^un,  totlus 
fibh  fuinef^,  for  all  I  want,  and  as  I  want  it. 
^    THcrc'afc  many  of  our  dear  friends  who.  fee  their  calling,  tat 
want  holy  refolution  to  jrefs  into  the  privileges  it  pffers  them. 
O  that  precious  ifbuls  would  btitfb  follow  the  divine  attrafiions 
•wbich  they  often  feel,  as  to,  afccnJ  abpvie  ^e  fogs  and  mifts  of 
Icniiblc  objeils,  and  not  be  too  much  occupied  with  the  things 
they  are  called  to  pafs  through:   They  are  nqtTufficiently  at- 
tcntivc  to  fome  of  the  diredions  for  prefcrving  fervency  of  fpirit, 
which  arc  given  us  at  the  end  of  the  **  Chrijiian  Inflru^ions;* 
one  of  thcfe,  which  I  have  long  bce^  aiming  at,  and  tryii^  to 
tbmply  with,  is,     **  Alv^kys  keep  one  part  of  your  foul  at- 
tentivd  to  what  the  olhei'  does  ;    never  let  your  whole  mind  te 
engaged  itt  any  thing  btit  prayer."      TWs  advice  continually 
^rsK^iied^    woold  ^  produce   ednftant  -reeolkdlion :    fbch  a  foul 
^oold  always  be  at  A&fnte  to  attend  to  the  teachings  of  tlw 
Spirk*     *A  He  that  hath  cal^  to  bear,   let  him  heir  what  thp 
Spirit  liiith  unto  the  Charchcs*.*'    We  kn<m  by  lacperiencc,  that 
oDr  great  Pn^et  fpeaks  by  his  Spirit, '  unftlding  the  facred  ftml- 
^nsforming  myfteries  ^contained  in  his  Word,  to  «hofe  who, 
Mary  like^  abide  )n  the  Spirit  df  holy  itttention  at  his  fect«     Of 
iate  I   have  ifcoft  fuch  bd»uty,  *anii  fek  faeli  fweetnefs  in  the 
Scriptures,  as  is  inexpreflible.     About  a  fortnight  ago,  that  word 
of  the' Ap0ftle's,  * «  By  <he  wfaidb  will  ye  are  &m£tified,  through 
<hc  offering  pf  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ,  :oiKre  for  all,"  qicaed 
upon  .me  wt^  fuch  light  fiK)m  .beaA^ea,  .that  «I  faaire  felt  die 
|[)leffcd  effecft^.of  it  ever  fincc.      The  will  of  God  towards  hi^ 
peopk,  —  th9  defign  and  efficacy  of  that  oiFering,  «  Once  far  aHi"" 
O  that  wiQ  may  .live  cgfting  ourfeives  on  that  ofierbigi.  and  in  the 
CKcrcKc  of  coiiftant  faith,  cxpeding  the  fuliilaient  rfflj^  divine 
will^  in  all  th^  fandlifying  j^jjflucnces  of  tho^^Holy  <3ihoft;  inouf 
fouls* .  The  way  into  the  hoiicft.  ife.  ©pencd,  tandjbleffedbeipf 
gracious  I;g«©>  through  Him,^  'as;nyy  (prevailing.  High  fnc^y 
ray  foul  has  accefs,  and  waits  in  believing  expectation  for  all  i»y 
faith  beholds.     Help  me  by  your  .pxayersji  ^,nd  let, us  forget  thp 
things  thnt  are  behind. .    Sometimes  I;fe€)[  fervency  of  fpirit ;  tut 
often  a  kind 'Of  languor  flte^^ls  upori'i^c^;  |^jia  Jtl^ri  I  can  only  fell 
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at  the  footftool  of  mj  Lor;!,  and  gy,  y  O^thou  who  art  the  rc- 
furre6tioii  and  the  lih^  of -^hy  people,  Tnanifeft  thyfclf  as  fuch  in 
my  weak  helplefs  foul !  Qui^keu  mc,  aod  ^l^i  in  me  the  pro- 
mifcs  wherein /Aca'hjtflcaufcd  m'e  to 'ttdh'*  ^l  ^tn,  your's,  very 

affei^outflyY  ,.  »  ,   ^  ,  ,    ..  t         ,...£.   R. 


Frbin  the  Rcr.  Mr.  ViwN,  to  Mi*.  Ws^sley. 

Dear  Sir,  '  ^  London,  March  21,  tJS^ 

VERY  (hortiy  (if  nothing  uriforcipen  j^'^vent)  I  am  to  bo 
placed  in  a  cure,  hear  this  ci^,  where  alj  the  cower  of*the 
Spirit  of  God.  is  ef^clally.  need/ul,.to  keep  «ie  From  falling  ; 
and  the  moft  preffing  exhortations  of  every  believer  wanted,  to 
Air  me  up  to  diligeiice  and  tobourf  >  An4  as  I  ha  vie  often  expe* 
rienced  your  words  to  be  as  thundcf  ^.n^y  <}rowfy  foul  ;  I  pre^ 
fume,  tho'  a  ftranger,  to  beQorac  a  petiti«K!r.,ib<ig^g  you  would 
fend  me  a  perfonal  charge^  to  take  heed,  to  foe4  the  flock  com« 
mitted  unto  me.  Which  wiil  he  more  a^^eeabl^,  if  yoa  will 
found  it  upon  that*declaratipn  of  th«  great  Apoftte  c6ncerning  his 
inward  frame,  while  he  was  engagecl  in -the  work  pf  the  Gofpcl 
at  Corinth  :  As  our  Cprnmenfators  are  mpft  Vfetchedly  blind, 
in  explaining  the  Scripture,  I  would  fain  fee  the  j:round  of  his 
weaknefs,  and  fear,  a^ni  mocE  tiembiingy  &t  ibrCh  m  ^our  flrong 
Jnanner.  This  wilj  prove,  i  I  hope,  of  very  fabftantial  fervice 
to  me,  and  be  eflcemed  aa  kiedftijcnable  £awour«  - 

And  if  you  cdnfiderj  Sir,  th<e  various  {pares  a  Curate  is  ex- 
pofed  to,  either  td  palliate  tlie  Dpdrincs  pF,  the  Gofpel,  or  to 
make  treacherotts  allowances  to  the  ifcjii  and'  greats  jor  at  leaft  to 
fit  down  well  fatisftcd,  with  domg  the  legjft,  ,mQ|je'than  the  beft, 
among  the  idol  Shepherds.  If  you-  cornHdef  thefe  things,  you 
will  not,  I  ho]^,-  x^ondema'this  lett^,  ^s  inap^rrib^ontly  inter- 
rupting you  m  yoi^r  noble  ejwplpym€«t.,  qt  thiJ^ik  one  hour  loft 
in  complying,  with  its  r^q^w^,  It  is  th« /requeftCof  one,  who 
though  he  dHFers  from  JP^r  and  poffibly  ever  may  in  fome 
P<>ints,  yet  muft  eyer  acknowledge  the  bc^fitiartd  light  he  has 
received  from  yodf  works  and  preaching :  .Aqd  therefore  is 
l^und  to  thank  the  Lord* of  the  W»rii>  ♦fopfenjiipg  a  labourer 
among  us,  fo  much  endued  wit4i  (the  .fpintrfllUjiipower  of  Elias, 
and  to  pray  for  your  long  continuance  among  us,  to  encourage 
"^e  and  my  bre^hrcoi  by  your^  cieaoiple^  whSe  j&i  edify  us  by 
your  writings.     I  am,  Sir,  your  f6cble  b?^(tthttr*ito  Chrift, 

^i  POETRY. 


-    -     'C   570;]   '  .    .    . 

W  -t.  O.E   T  i   y.    . 
•      T   S   A-.t.'.lVf-''.    ;vr.   • 
By  THE   Rev.   CHARLES   WESLEY. 
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N  tiKme  utmoft  indignation, 
^    Do  not|  Lpiipi  tl^ive  ow0  chaftife ) 
Ir  thine  infinite  compaffion^ 

Hear  tkf  fiblc  dying  crict ! 
Hear  me,  for  my  bones  arc  vexed  ; 

0  forgive,  forgive  my  fin  ! 
Sjck  I  am,  and  fore  perplexed. 

All  a  troubled  fea  within  ! 

a  Lord,  how  long  ffiall  tfiy  difpleafurc 
Lcngthea  out  my  puniihment  ? 
O  correal  me,  but  in  meafure. 

Let  thy  yearning  heart  relent : 
Sinners  friend,  and  kind  receiver, 
'-  Caft.my  fins  behind  thy  back  : 
Turn  mcnowi  my  Tout  deliver. 
Save  me,  for  thy  mercy's  feke ! 

3  O  rcverfc  the  mortal  fintcnce^; 

Let  me  live  to  iiiig  Ihy  grace  j 
After  death  is  no  repentance  ! 

Dead,  I  cannot  fpe^  thy  praife ! 
Spent  I  am  with  €mlt{s  groaning, ,  ! 

Wafh.with  tears  my  fleeplcfs  bed^' 
Weary  of  my  fruitlcfs  mourning. 

Send  my  gafping  fpirit  aid ! 

4  Shorn  of  allmy  ftrcngth,',  I  languifli ;. 

See,  I  faint  beneath  my  load  !       ' 
Fiint  through  deep  dlftrefi  and  anguilhi 

Faint  into  the  irms  of  God  f* 
God,  Mme,  in  great  com paffioo,'  ^ 

Doth  a  gracious  token  give  ;         V     '*' 
I  fhall  fee  his  whole  falyation,  ' 

1  ihall  all  his  love  retrieve;. 

5  Leave  me  ihen,  to  Jesus  leave  me, 

.  Ye  that  gloried  in  my  fall ; 
Jjsu's  arms  fhall  ftill  receive  me. 
Re  hath  heard  irff  mournful  call : 


He 
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He  hath  anf)vet'd  iDy  pfctition,  i  : 
SJiew'd  himfcJf  fh0  finncj's  Friend, 

Sav*d  me  in  my  loft  copduion,  V" 

He  (hall  (aye  r|«  to  ihc  end.    • 

6  By  a  wQrldof  focsfurrounded,.  :*;    • 

By  the  helUfli  fons  of  nigHt,  / ..  ".,  ^ 
I  (hall  fee  them  all  confounded,' ;    q 

Put  to  cverhfting  flight : 
He  who  hath  my  fin?  ibrgiven,       ->     : : 

All  tnj  (ins  to  d^atji  ifeall  dpomt ,  . 
Hence  a^  by  a  whirlYim4  driven. —  :  -;  J 

Come  my  utmoii  Sayiwr  come.. 

^  PS  At: m;^' XXX.;;.  -^ 

[By  the^ftmc.  J      .  ,. 

1  T  ORD;  r  will  exalt  thy  grace,  > 
jLj  Grace  which  hath  iKSLlted  aie ; 
Mt  ^hoa  haft  vouch(af  d  to  raife, 

Sunk  in  fin  and  miferv  ;  ,  »' 

But  thine  <wn  thou  wouldft  not  leave';   , 

WouWft  not  let  thy  foes  prevsil ; ,    - 
Me  thbu  doft  the  vi4lory  give,     > 

Victory  oyer, earth  and  hell.  . 

a  Sickof  fin,  tothoc'l4jrifcd,  '     \^ 

Thee,  jny  loving  Lord  and  God  ; 
Thou  the  mcd'cine.  haft  apply'd, 

HtvX^d  mt  by  thy  balmy  blooA ! .    / 
Thou,  omnipotenr  to  favc. 

Haft  redeemed  my  foul  from  death/    ^ 
SnAtch'd  it  from  thc^  infefnal  grave,  - 

Kept  it  from  the  gulgh  beneath.  ^     .. 

2  Sing,  ye  faints,  unto  the  LoRi>> 

Thank  the  Lord  our  Rightdoufcrfs' ; 
All*i«.fefthfalnefs  r«cOrtf,        /  . 

All  his  power  and  pardoning  grace : 
Quickly  is  his  anger  paft, 

Never  doth  his  grace  remove, 
Long  ak  life  his  love,  (hall  laft ; 

Life  eternal  is  his  Love, 


4  If 


4  If  hefccHf  «WMfe«JJ(fhM^,  ' 

Leavt  us  a  whok  |iight  to  moom. 
Yet  the  vail  it  caft  afidfe  ; 

Yet  hehafieAs  to  tttum  ; 
Sure  as  th^  rf  turn  of  day 

Chafcs'all  the  Ihadcs  of  night. 
Sorrow  doth  to  joy  give  way, 

Darlmcfs— to  the  Go^el  Light. 

5  Never  mtffe  (hall  I  t^move. 

In ««y  pro<|>ei<ou8  ftite'  I  f»I(f,     ' 
Thoa  thte  nMiikairt  of  thy  K>vc 

Haft  fo^ong  H  barrtet made  J 
Thou  didft  hide  thy  blifsful  face, 

Gricv'd  to  find  my  God  depart. 
Then  I  fck  my  want  of  grace,  * 

TheriTTaW  my  feeble  heart/ 

r     .  r 

6  Yet  again  to  thee,  G  LoiiD, 

HuiyAkd  m  thd  duft  I  ery 'd, 
Self-condemned  ahd  feltitbhorr'dr     . 

Bruis/iJ  a<i4  cbaften'd  for  my  pr)4e> 
What  the  progt  of^  ksqr:bk)od 

When  J  fink  into,  the  grmve?. 
There.  I  cannot  Jraifc  rrHy  Qaih, 

Cannot  (he\v  5^y  pow^U  io  fjiv^  l 

7  Thee,  the  dead  cannot  declare' 

True  and  filkhftilt^thy.wor<t; 
He«  mg-  it0w,  jtt  dercy  fparc^ ; 

Now  tfiy  ready  help  afford  ;     ..        ' 
Surely;  thou;  iiafthcird,  and  ti«:tti*4    '.; 

Into  joy  my  beavtne£»> 
Comforted  a  foul  that  mourn'd, 

Clpth'd  flic  with-  tbc  robes  of  praifo. 

Thou  haft  girded* m«  with  joy,      ; 

That  I  migJit^jhjrLoRP  proclaim, 
^llyff  Amg^  wthaiks  enjploy-,  • .  '    \ 

Sing  and  blqfc  thy  glorious  Nftme  ^  • . 
Surjely  this  lAy  twrk  Aall  b«,       /     \ 

Till  I  join  the  hofts  above,  . 
Plung'd  ma  th<^.  Deity, 

JLoft  in.  all  tllfc  *^s;  of  Love  I         . 


■ff!     -         '     -L, 


Methodist  Magaziwb, 


Midl^^a^. 


*  '^. 


tHte 

Arminian  Mcigazin^^. 
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The  Li^E  of  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  Mimftet  of  the  Gofpeii 
[  Concluded  from  page  525.  j 

IN  the  year  1640,  when  Charles  I.  Ijiad,  by  the  advice  of  his 
clci^;  burnt  the  Articles  of  his  Treaty  with  the  Scots,  and 
was  again  preparing  to  invade  the  land,  the  Scots  refolved  to  b<J 
before-hand  with  him.  They  defeated  4000  of  the  King's 
troops  at  Newburn  ;  Newcaftle  furrendered  to  them,  and  they 
wer6  foon  mafterS  of  Durham ;  which  produced  a  new  Treaty^ 
more  favourable  than  the  fomet.  Mr.  blair  was  then  with  the 
army,  being  Chaplain  to  Lord  Lindfay's  regiment,  and  when 
that  Treaty  was  on  foot,  the  Committee  of  Eftates  and  the  army^ 
fent  him  up  to  London  to  afiift  the  CommilTioners  with  his  beft 
advicfc.      '  • 

After  the  rebellion  in  Ireland,  thofe  who  furvived  that  ter- 
rible ftorm,  petitioned  tfare'Geneial  Aiiembly  for  a  fupply  o£ 
Minifters ;  fpyeral  of  whom  went  over,  and  with  them  Mr. 
Blair.  During  his  ftay  in  Ireland,  he  generally  preached  onco 
every  day,  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath,  -and  frequently  in  the 
fields,  the  congregations  being  very  large. 

Upon  his  return  to  Scotland  the  condition  of  the  Church  for 
feveral  years  was  various.  When  the  Scots  agreed  to  aflift  the 
Englifli  Parliament,  he  was  appointed  Minifter  to  the  Earl  of 
Crawford's  regiment,  with  which  he  continued  till  the  king's 
army  was  dented  at  Marfton-Mobr,  July,  1644,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  charge. 

The  Scotch  Parliament  met  at  Perth,  in  July  1645,  ^^ 
Blair  preached  a  Sermon  on  the  occalion.  He  likewife  preached 
to  Crawford's  and  Mateland's  regiments.  He  told  the  Brigade^ 
he  was  informed  that  many  of  them  had  turned  diiTolute  and 
profane;  but  he  affured,them,  that  although  the  Lord  had 
covered  their  heads  in  the  day  of  battle  ;  (few  of  them  having 
been  killed  at  Matfton-Moor)  yet  they  ftiould  not  be  able  to 
ftand  before  a  lefs  formidable  foe,  unlefs  they  repented.  Tho* 
this  freedom  was  taken  in  good  part  from  one  whom  they  knew 
wifhed  them  well,  yet  it  was  too  little  laid  to  heart,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  cut  off  at  Kilfyth,  in  three  weeks 
after. 

Vol.  XX.  Dec.  1797.  In 
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In  1646,  the  General  Afftmbly  ordered  Mr.  Blair,  .%ho  was 
then  Moderator,  with  Tevcral  other  Minifters,  to  wait  upon  the 
king  at  Newcaftle,  in  order  to  convince  him  of  the  dreadful 
evils  attending  the  war,  and  to  Vecohcile  him  to  the  Preflbytcrian 
Tornrv  of  Church  Government.  When  the  Minifters  got  a 
hearing,  the  room  was  fbon  filled  with  different  forts  of  people, 
to  fee  the  reception  they  mcj  with.  Mr.  Gant,  bejng  the  oldcft, 
began  with  his  ufual  zeal  .and  plainnefs,  to  infinuate,  thatthe 
king  favoured  Popery,  Mr.  Blair  interrupteii  him,  and  mo- 
dcftly  hinted,  that  it  was  not  a  fit  time  and  pjacc  for  fuch  re- 
f!c6irons.  The  king  looking '  ea,n\eftly  at  hira,  faid,  **  That 
honeft  man  fpeaks  wifely  and  dilcreetly ;  therefore  I  appoint  you 
three,  (meaning  Mr.  Blair  anil  Xwjo  others)  to  attend  nie  to- 
morrow at  ten  o'clock  in  my  bed-chamber.'' "  They  attended  ac^ 
(Wording  to  appointment,  but  got  very  little  fatisraflloh ;  bnlj 
lipon  Mr.  Bl/iir*'s  afking  the  king,,  V.If  tjicre  were  np^abominac- 
tions  in  Popery  ?  "  The  king  fcplied^  *^  I  take  Gpp  to  witneft, 
that  there  kre  abominations  in  ropery,  w*hich  I  fp  much  abhor, 
that  before  I  cqnfenl:'  to  them,  X  wqul.^  (opner  lofe  niy.  life  and 
eiotvn,"  Yet  after  all,  Mr.  Blair  'and  Mr.  Hen-dertonj  (for. 
th^fe  two  he  favoured  t;he  moft)  ha\jing.earn9ftly  defined  hlnj  to 
fetisfy  the  juft  defires' of  his  fubje^s,  he  refufeq,  th'o'  they  ia- 
treated  with  tears  on  their  knees.  *         '' 

•  tJpon  the  death  of  Mr.  Hendeffon,  the  king  fenj  for  Mr. 
Blair  to  fupply  his  place,  as  Cbaplaia  in  Scotlai^'d. ;  which  Mn 
Blair,  for  fear  of  being'  enfnarecJt'  was  very,  ay^rfe  to  accept  of 
the  promotion  :  but  having  confulted  with  Mr.  Dickfon,  ajii 
knowing  that'Mr.  Henderfon  had  retained  his  integrity  in  that- 
office,  he  a<  length  cohfented,  arid  applied  himfelf  with  great 
diligence  to  the  dlfcharge  of  his  duty,'  every  day  praying  before 
dinner  and  fapper  in  the  prefence  chamber ;  on  thq  Lord's  day 
kduring  oncc^and  preaching  twict,  befidcs  preaching  on  week 
days  in  St.  Nicholas's  Church  ;  and  alfo  cohverfing  much  wiA 
the  "king.  '  '    .  *     ' 

Mr.  Blair  was  a  man  of  peace,  and  laboured  mtrch  ta  pro- 
mote union  'among  the  Minifters  of  Chrift.  For  this  purpofc, 
he  nnd  Mr.  James  Durham,  procured  a  general  meeting  of 
lif  inifters  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  the  power  of  religion  fo  far  pre- 
vailed among  them,'  that  .there  was  a  fair  prpfp^^l  of'  reftoring 
peace  to  the  church.  But  this  hopeful  beginning  was  blafted, 
and  ftrife  again  predominated.  In  i65a,  tMt  natioti  being  quite 
fick  of  diftraSioji,  reftored  Charles  II.  and  the  confeqiiences 
which  followed,  are  but  too  well  known.  On 'this  occafion, 
Mr.  Blair  again  exerted 'himfelf  to  procure  union  between  the 
two  parties,  but  all  his  endeavours  were  fruitlefs,  ti])  both  par- 
lies were  caft  in«p  the  -furnace  of  a-  Fong  and  fore  pcrfecution, 
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•^cinein  the  Lord  dcfigned  that  they  fliould  learn  chriftian  for-        v.j 
bearance,  by  their  deep  fufFerings.  *  ''j 

In  September  i66r,  Mr.  Sharp  came  to  St.  Andrews.  The  \^ 
Prclbytery  having  had  affurance  of  his  deceitful  doings  at  court,.  ^ 
and  of  the  probability   of  his  being  made  Archbifhop  of  St»^  ■ 

Andrews,  fent  Mr.  Blair  and  another  to  him,  to  difchargc  their  *•* 
duty,  which  they  did  fo  faithfully,  that  Sharp  was  never  at  eaf^  -.s 
after  this,  till  Mr.  Blair  was  rooted  out.  A  proper  opportunity 
for  this  foon  happened.  Mr.  Blair  in  a  fermon  upon  i  Pet.  iii»  ';*• 
13,  *<  Who  is  he  that  (hall  harm  you,  if  yf  be  followers  of  •.; 
that  which  is  good,"    took  occafion  to  enlarge  upon  fuffering  for  '^ 

righteoufnefs  fake,  and  bore  hi«  teftimony  agalnft  the  finful  and  .  I 
ebrrUpt  courfes  of  the  times*  Upon  this  he  was  ordered  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Council,  when  certairt  noblemen  were  appointed 
to  a(k  him  the  following  quefliohd  :  Do  you  believe  that  Pi-elby- 
terian  government  is  of  divine  right  ?  **  Do  ybu  affcrt  that  fuf- 
fering for  this  is  fuffering  for  righteoufnefs  fake  ?  &c.*'  All  thefe  j 
he  not  only  anfwercd  in  the  affirmative,  but  profefled.his  forrow 
that  they  ihould  have  had  a  doubt  upon  their  minds  refpedirig  his  1 

judgnient  in  thefe  matters.      Whereupon  he  was  firft  confined  to 
his  chamber  in  Edinburgh;    but  afterwards,   as  his  phyfician      ^ 
gave  evidence  to  the  Council,  of  the  ill  flate  of  his  health,  he 
Was  permitted  to  retire  to  Invernefs. 

He  continued  here  for  forhe  time,  and  enjoyed  much  cpn- 
folation  amidR  his  outward  troubles  ;  but  being  again  obliged  to  * 
appear  before  the  Council,  he  was  taken  with  a  fevere  fit  of  th^ 
gravel  upon  the  road,  fo  that  for  this  time  he  was  excufed  ;  ^hd 
afterwards  gdt  liberty  to  go  where  he  plcafcd,  except  to  St^  An* 
drews,  EdiiAufgh  and  the  WeftrCountry,   ' 

While  he  was  at  Kirkaldy,  he  frequently  leftured  and  prayed 
with  fome  chfiftian  frienijs  in  his  own  houfe,:  But  Archbifhop 
Shaip,  erivying  his  repofe,^  procured  an  aft,  that  no  ej^(a^4 
Minifter  (hould  refide  within  twenty  miles  of  an  Archbifhop'^ 
See,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  remove  to  an  pbfcure  place  near 
Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Blair  being  now  nearly  worn  ou,t  with  old  age,  and  his 
^irits  funk  with  forrow  and  grief,  for  the  defoJations  of  the 
ChiircK,  he  took  his  laft  fickne^p^  and  entertained  ferious  thoughts 
bf  his  approaching  end,  extolling  bis  glorious  Matter,  whom  he  :, 

tnoft  fincerely  loved,  and  \^^honi  for  many  years  he  had  faithfully  ' 

fefvcd.  His  ficknefs  increafing,  he  was  vifitcd  by  many  chrif- 
iiah  friends,  whom  he  greatly  ftrongthcncd  by  his  edifying  con«- 
vcrf^tioh. 

At  one  time  when  they  told  him  of  fome  fevere  a<Ss  of  thij 
Counciij .  which   Sharp  had  procured,  ^e  prayed  that  the  Lord. 
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woijld  open  his  eyes  and  give  him  repentance ;    and  fidd  to  thofr 
prefen%|  "  I  would  not  be  in  that  man's  condition  for  all  Ac 

fold  in  the  univerfe."  When  fome  of  the  Minifters  alked  him, 
.  f  he  had  any  hopes  of  deliverance  to  the  people  of  Gop?  He 
anfwered|  <<  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  the  times  and 
fcafons,  which  the  Lord  keeps  in  his  own  hand,  but  it  is  to  me 
a  token  for  good,  that  the  Prelates  are  finking  in  the  efteem  of 
all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  and  even  fome  that  were  tbo 
moft  acSHvc  in  fettmg  them  i|p,  are  now  beginning  to  defpife  them 
for  their  pride,  falfehoojd,  apd  covetoufnefe." 

To  his  wife  and  children  he  fpoke  in  the  moft  chriftlanr4ike 
inanner,    and   aftpr  folemnly  bl^jfling  them,   he  bkmeftly  ad- 
inoniflicd  them,    as  he  (aw  they  had  need.       His  fon  David 
faid,  <5  The  beft  and  the  worft  of  men  have  their  thoughts,  and 
after-thoughts  j  now,  Sir,  God  having  given  you  time  for  after- 
thoughts on  your  former  ways ;.  we  would  wifti  to  know  what 
they  are?"    His  fathjsr  anfwcred,    M  I  have  again  and  again 
thought  upon  my  former  ways,  and  have  communed  with  my 
pwQ,he^rjt ;  and  as  to  my  public  a£Hngs  in  reference  to  the  Lord's 
^ork,  if  I  was  to  l)eg!n  again,  I  would  juft  do  as  I  have  don&'* 
^e  ,often  repeated  the  i^tji  and  23d  Pfalms,  and  once  the  71ft; 
IR^hich  he  ufcd  to  call  his  own  Pfalm.      About  two  days,  before 
his  death,  his  fpeech  began  to  fail,  fo  that  he  could  not  be  well 
pnderftood;  .boyirever.aU  was  not  loft,    for  (peaking  of  fome 
eminent    cnriftjans,'  then   alive,    he  prayed  earrveftly  .that  the 
iLord  wpuld  \>\ek  them  ;  arid  as  an  evidence  of  his  love  to  them, 
he  delired  Kfr,  Hutchinfop  (th^.  prefect)  to  carry  his  chriftiai^ 
remembrance  to  then?.     He  thpn  faid,  <f  I  rejoice  in  fiifFering  as 
k  perfecuted  Mimffer,  for  i^  it  not  pcrfecution,  to  be  thruft  out 
of  py  work  as  4  AJ injfter,  whiclj  was  my  delight,  and  to  hinder 
hie  from  domg  good   fo    my   people,   whio  w^re  my  joy  an4 
crown  of  VcfoTcing,  and  to  chafe  me  from  place  to  place,  till  I 
am  wa6fcd yiritfi' hcavlnef$  and  forrowfoy  thp  iiyuries  done  to  tho 
Lord's  work  lii  this  lajfid  ?  '•     Soon  after,  he  breathed  hi^  laft, 
and  was'gathercdtp'hls  Fatheys  tii  p^^  "^     * 

Mr,  Blair  was  a  jnan  of  an  jcxccllcnt  conftimtion  bpA.  of  body 
and'  mind ;  of  a  majeftic,  yet  amiable  countenance  and  carriage } 
ithroiighty  Icarrieci',  and  exceedingly  xealoiis  in  the  caufe  of  God. 
He  was  dilige'pt.'ln  jill  the  ptiblic  and  private  duties  of  hiij 
Ration,  exceedingly  beloved  l^y  his  people,  and  niiich  efteemed 
in  the  country  where  l\e  liyerf.  The  people's  attachnient  to  hjrn 
was  not  a  littlp'  ftrengthened  by  his  nrmnefs  }n  all  the  affairs  of 
thcChurcli,'\vhich  indeed  corAlituted  tlie  diftingiiifliing  part  of 
his  charafter/  in  thofe  days  the  Minifters  were  unhappily  di* 
yided  atiiong  themfelves,''refpc<fting  Churqh-goycmment,  an^ 
other  uneffential  things,  and  were  greatly  wanting  in  ciinftiaa 
*     ;  •  '  ^     jj  '■■■*-   *  .  -  ^,  ..    .    ^^       iiiodcratioar 
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Ihoderation,  and  brotherly  love,  till  the  enemies  of  religion 
were  let  loofe  upon  them,  and  crtMlly  perfecuted  them  all  mheri 
they  faw,  when  it  was  too  late,  the  folly  they  had  been  guilty 
of.  Happy  will  it  be  for  us  in  the  prcfent  age,  if  the  con- 
^deration  of  thefe  things  leads  us  to  think  and  let  think,  to  bear 
and  forbear  one  with  another,  that  in  unity  and  harmony  we  may 
^U  labour  together  in  building  the  church  of  Goo  ;  left  we  alfo 
provoke  the  Lord,  by  our  contentions,  to  teach  us  a  leflbn  of 
brotherly  love  and  chriftian  forbearance,  by  fuiFering  us  to  be 
fcourged  with  the  briars  and  thorns  of  the  wildernefs. 


SERMON. 

2  Corinthians  III.  17. 

«  Now  the  Lord  is  that  Spirit." 

[  Concluded  ffom  page  530.  ] 

in.  T   Proceed  now  to  the  third  thing  propofed  :  viz.  To  en- 
JL  quire   into  the  Nature  and  Operations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  as  beftowed  upon  Chriftians. 

And  here  I  (hall  pafs  by  the  particular  extraordinary  gift?, 
youchfafed  to  the  firft  ages,  for  the  edification  of  the  church ; 
gnd  only  confider  what  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  every  believed,  for 
his  perfonal  fan^ification  and  falvation.  It  is  not  granted  to 
every  one  to  raife  the  dead  and  heal  the  fick  :  What  is  moft  ne- 
ceffary,  is,  to  be  fure,  as  to  ourfelves,  that  we  are  *<  paffed 
from  death  unto  life ;  '*  to  keep  our  bodies  pure  aiid  undefiled, 
and  let .  them  reap  that  health  which  flows  from  a^nagnanimous 
patience,  and  the  ferene  joys  of  devotion.  The  noly  Spirit  ha$ 
enabled  men  tp  fpeak  with  tongues,  and  to  prophefy :  But  the 
light  that  moft  neceftarily  attends  it,  is  a  light  to  difcern  the  fal* 
lacies  of  flelh  and  bloody  lo  reject  the  irreligious  maxims  of  the 
Vbrld,  ai|d  to  pradife  tljofe  degrees  of  truft  in  God,  and  love  to 
ipen,  whofe  foundation  is  not  10  much  in  the  prcfent  appearances 
pf  things,  ^s  in  fome  that  are  yet  to  come.  The  objedl  which 
this  Light  })rings  qs  moft  immediately  to  know,  is  ourfelves  ; 
4nd  by  virtue  of  this,  one  that  is  born  of  Gop,  and  has  a  lively 
hope,  may  indeed  fee  far  into  the  ways  of  Providence,  and  far^ 
t)ier  yet  into  the  Hply  Scriptures :  For  the  Holy  Scriptures,  ex- 
cepting fope  acciidental  and  lefs  neceffary  parts,  are  only  a  hif- 
tbry  of  that  new  man  which  he  himfelf  is ;  and  Providence  i» 
ptfly  a  wife  difpofal  of  events  for  the  awakening  of  particular 
pcrfons,  and  ripening  the  world  in  general  for  the  coming  of 
Pbrift's  kingdom. 

' ^''  "  But     - 
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t  But  I  think  the  true  notion,  of  the  Spirit  is,  that  it  b  (bnA 

por^fen  ofy  as  well  as  preparsltkm  for,  a  Life  in  Gop,  which  we 
ore  to  enjoy  hereafter*     The  gift  of  the  holy  Spirit  looks  full  to 

*y  the  Refurre£fton ;  for  then  is  the  life  of  (jOU  compleated  in  us. 

•^  Then,  after  man  has  pafled  through  all  the  penalties  of  fin, 

< '  the  drudgery  and  vanity  of  human  life,  the  painful  rcflcftions 

of  an  awakened  mind,   the  infirmities  and  diflblution  of  the 

/•  bckly,  and  all  the  fufFerings  and  mortifications  a  juft  God  (hall 

lay  in  his  way  ;  when,  by  this  means,  he  is  come  to  know  God 
and  himfelfi  he  may  fafely  be  irttrufted  with  true  life,  with  th<! 
freedom   and  ornaments  of  a  child  of  God  ;   for  he  will  no 

\  more  arrogate  any  thing  to  hihifelf.     Then  (hall  the  holy  Spirit 

^  be  fully  beftow^ed,  when  the  flefti  (hall  no  lonfeer  refift  it,  but 

\  be  itfelf  changed  into  an  angelical  condition,  being  clothed  upon 

with  the  incorruption  of  the  Holy  Spirit :  When  the  body,  wWch 
by  being  born  with  the  foul,  and  living  through  it,  could  only 

u  be  called  an  animal  one,  (hall  now  become,  fpiritual^  whilftby 

the  Spirit,  it  rifes  into  eternity. 

Every  thing  in  Chriftianity  is  fome  kind  of  andcipatiori  of 
Ibmething  that  is  to  be  at  the  end  of  the  world.  If  the  Apoftlei 
were  to  preach  by  their  Mafter*s  command,  "  that  the  kingdom 
of  God  drew  nigh  ;  "  the  meaning  v^as,  that  from  henceforth 
all  men  fliould  fix  their  eyes  on  that  happy  time,  foretold  by  the 
Prophets,  when  the  Messiah  (hould  come  and  reddreall  things; 
that  by  renouncing  their  worldly  converfatioh,  and  fubmittifig  to 
the  Gofpel  iriftitution,  they  fliould  fit  themfelve^  for,  and  haften 
that  bleffing.  «*  Now  are  we  the  foils  of  God,*'  as  St.  John 
tells  us :  and  yet  what  he  imparts  to  us  at  pfefent  will  hardly 
juftify  that  titk,  without  taking  in  that  fulnefe  of  his  Image, 
which  (hall  then  be  difplayed  in  us.  When  We  (hall  be  "  the 

^  children  of  God,  by  being  the  children  of  the  refurre£Hoh.** 

True  believers,  then,  are  entered  upon  a  life,  the  Jequelpt 
which  they  know  not  ^  for  it  is  "  a  life  hid  With  Chrift  in  God. 
He,  the  fore-runner,  hath  attained  the  end  of  it,  bflitig  gone 
unto  the  Father  ;  but  we  can  know  no  rtiore  of  it  than  appd^red^ 
in  him  while  he  was  upon  earth.  And  even  that,  we  (hall  not 
know  but  by  following  his  fteps :  Which  if  we  do,  we  (hall  U' 
fo  ftrertgthened  and  renewed  day  by  day  in  the  inner  man,  that 
we  (hall  defire  no  comfort  from  the  prefent  world,  through  a  fcnfc 
of  ^*  the  joy  fet  before  us  ; "  though  as  to  the  outward  man,  wc 
fhall  be  lUbje^l  to  diftreflfes  and  decays,  and  treated  as  the  off- 
fcouring  of  all  things. 

Well  may  a  man  a(k  his  own  heart,  Whether  it  is  able  to  ad- 
mit the  Spirit  of  God  ?  For  where  that  divine  gueft  enters,  the 
lawjj  of  another  world  rauft  be  obfcrved.     The  body  muft.be 

given 
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^Veii  up  tt>  QKlHyildonii^  or  %cat  id  the  chriftiaa  wac&K,  a$  tin- 
conceroedly,  a^  Ifsthe  foul  were  s^lready  provided. pf  its  ^ufo 
from  bej^v^ri ;  tlje  g<x)ds  pf  thi&  world  muft  hje,  parted  wmi  as 
ireely^  as  H  the*!^  fire  were  to^  fei:^  them  tp-mpjrKow;  our 
pejghbour  mufl  be  loved  a»  heartily^  as  if  he  were  waflaed  from 
all  his  £n$y  and  demonftn^tedacbild  of  God  by  the  refucre<Sliori, 
from  the  deadl  The  fruits. x}f  Urn.  Spirit  sauft  wt  be  mera 
moial  virtues,  calculated  fbrthe.comfqrt  and  decency^  of  the  pre^ 
fent  life  ;  but  holy. difpofitions,  fuitable  to  the  inJHn^s  of  a  fu«» 
perior  life  already  b^gun. 

Thu^  to  prdsifbswardy  whither  the  promife  of  lifa  calls  him^ 
to  turn  his  backriiipon  the  world,  and  comfort  hlmfelf  in  God^ 
every  one  that  ha)s  faiih^  perceivea  to  be  juft  and  n^ceflary^  andl 
forces  hlmfelf  to.  do  it :  JEvexy  one  that  has  hopf^  does  it  gladl]^ 
and  eagerly,  thoij^h  npt  v(itbout  difficulty :  But  he  that  has  Iwip 
4oes  it  with  eaic  and  finglcnefs  of  hfeaxt. 

The  ftate  of  love,  being  attended  with  <f  joy  unfpeakable  and 
foU  of  glory/*  wxjiji  reft  from  tho- paffions  and  vanities  of  nian|^ 
with  the  integiky  of  an  uncboKgeable  judgment^  and  an  undi*. 
vided  wUly  is  in^grcat  meafure  hi'O^ia:  reward :  yet  not  fo  as  ta 
foperf^de  the»defire  of  another  world. .  For  though  fuch  a  man^ 
having  a  free  and  infaliable  tove  of  that  which  is  good,  mayr 
(cldoixi  have  neied  formally  to  propofe  to  himfelf  the  hopes  of 
cetribution^  in  order  to  overcome  has  unwillingnefs  to  his  duty  x 
yet  fure  he  nuift/looig  for  thaf  which  is  beft  of  all ;  and  feel  a 
plain  attra6lion  towards  that  country,  in  which  h^  has  his  place 
ai\c}  ftation  already  aiSgned  him  $  and  join  in  the  eai^ieft  expec* 
tation  of  all  creatures,  which  jWaiti?tl^  for  the  manifeftation  of 
tl^e  fons.  of  God.  For  now  we  obtain  but  fome  part  of  his 
Spiriti  to  model  and  fit  us  for  incorruption,  that  we  may  by  de- 
crees: be  accuflEomcd  to.  receive  an4,^ari;y  God  within  us  :  and 
therefore  the  Apoftle  calls  it,  "  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit ;"  that 
is,  ft  part  of  that  h^wur  which  is  promifed  us  by  the  Lord*  <^  .• 
If  thcrcfMe  the  ^fnf/i^  abiding  in  us, .  ip?ikes  us  fpiritual  even 
poiy,  ancrthat  whjqh  is  mortal  is,  as  it. were,  fwallowed  up  of 
ifpmortality ;  hoy  fliall  it  be^  wnen  rifing  aeain,  we  fhall  fee 
hyti  face  to  face  ?  When  all  our  members  ftiau  break  forth  into 
fongs  of  triumph^  and  glorify  him  who  hath  raifed  them  from 
the  dead,  and  granted  them  everlafting  life  ?  For  if  this  earnefl-y 
or  pledge,  embracing  mart  info  itjelfy  makes  him  now  cry,  Abba, 
Father ;  what  fliall  the  whole  grace  of  the  Spirit  do,  when 
being  given  at  length  to  believers,  it  fliall  •  make  us  like  unto 
God,  and  perfeft  us  tjtirough  the  will  of  the  Father  ? 

And  thus  I  have  done,  what  was  at  firft  propoCed  :  I  have 
confidered  the  nature  of  our  fall  in  Adam  \  the  perfon  of  Jcfus 
Chrift  J  and  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Chriftians. 

The 
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The  only  inference  I  will  draw  from  what  hflft  De^  tsAi, 


rtnduncing  the  world,  whieh  are  fo  pedullar  to  Ghrtmanity, 
and  which  are  the  only  foundation  whereoh  the  other  virtues, 
recommended  lit  the  New  Teftamefit|  can  be  pndifed  w  at- 
tained, in  tile  fenfe  there  intended* 

This  inference  is  fo  natural^  that  I  Could  not  help  antici- 
|)ating  it  in  fome  mea&re  all  the  while.  One  woald  think  it 
fliould  be  no  hard  matter  to  perfuade  a  ^creature  to  abhor  die 
badges  of  his  mifery ;  to  diftike  a  condition  or  manfion  which 
only  banUhment  and  difgracc  bath  affighed  him ;  to  trample  on 
the'grandeur,  refufc  the  comforts,  and  £ufpe£l  die  wifdom,  of  a 
life  wbofe  nature  it  is  to  feparate  him  from  his  Odd. 

Your  Saviour  bids  you  **  hate  your  own  life."  If  you  aft 
the  reafon,  enter  into  your  heart,  fee  whether  it  be  holy,  and 
full  of  God  ?  Or  whether,  on  the  other  hand,  many  things  that 
are  contrary  to  him,  are  wrot^ht  there,  and  it  is  become  a  plan- 
tation of  the  enemy  ?  Or  if  this  be  too  nice  an  enquiry,  look 
upon  your  body :  Do  you  find  there  the  brightnefs  of  an  angelf 
and  the  vigour  of  immortality  ?  If  not,  be  furc  your  foul  is  in 
the  fame  degree  of  poverty,  nakednefs,  and  abfence  from  Ood. 
It  is  true,  your  foul  may  fooner  be  se-admitted  to  fomc  rays  of 
the  light 'of  God's  countenance,  than  your  body  can :  but  if  you 
would  take  any  ftep  at  all  towards  it^  to  diiKfce  your  prefent  felf 
muft  be  the  firft. 

You  want  a  reafon,  why  you  (hould  renounce  the  world  ?  In- 
deed you  cannot  yi^  the  prince  of  it  walking  up  and  down,  «<feek- 
ing  whom  he  may  devour ; "  and .  you  may  be'fo  far  ignorant  of 
his^  devices,  as  not  to  know  that  they  take  place,  as  well  in  the 
mod  fpecious  meafures  of  buiinefs  and  learning,  as  in  the  wildeft 
purfuits  of  pleafure.  But  this,  however,  you  cannot  but  fee, 
that  the  world  is  not  ftill  a  paradife  of  GoD,  guarded  and  en- 
nobled with  the  light  of  glory  s  It  is  indeed  a  place,  ^)ri|^re  GoD 
has  determined  he  will  not  affear  to  you,  but  l^ave  ^u  at  beft 
in  a  ftatc  of  hope,  that  you  fhall  fee  his  face  when  this  world  is 
diffolvcd. 

However,  there  is  a  way  to  refcue  ourfelves  in  great  meafuri 
from  the  ill  con(equences  of  our  captivity  ;  and  our  Saviour  has 
taught  us  that  way.  It  is  by  Juffering.  We  muft  not  only 
«<  fuffcr  many  things,"  as  he  did,  "  and  fo  enter  into  our  glory;" 
but  we  muft  alfo  fufFer  many  things,  that  we  may  get  above  our 
corruption  at  prefent,  and  enjoy  the  Holy  Spirit* 

The  world  has  no  longer  any  power  over  us,  than  we  have  a 
quick  reliih  of  its  comforts  \  and  lufFering.  abates  that*    Suffering 
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is,  indeed,  a  diredt  confutation  of  the  pretences  which  th^  flat- 
tering teYnptfcr  gains  us  by  :    For  I  art  in  human  life,  incl  if: 
that  life  contains  fuch  foft  eafc,  raviftiing  pleafure,  gtorious  crti- 
Aence^  as  yoa  proiAife,  Why  anA  I  thus  ?  P^  it  bccaufe  I  have  not 
yet  purchafed  riches  to  make  md  eafy,  or  the  cui»rent  abeomplifli* 
ments  to  mAe  itte  confiderable  ?'  Then  I  find  that  all  the  com- 
fcrt  you  pTOpofe,  i<  by  leading  fat  off  from-  myfelf ;  but  I  will 
father  enter  iotp  ifito  my  owh  condition,  bad  as  it  is :  Perhaps  I 
Ihall  be  nesirer  to  Goi>,  the  eternal  Truth,  in  fteling'  forro^ 
and  miferied  that  ax^  peFforial  and  real,  than  in  feeling  comfortt 
that  are  not  fo.      I  begin  already  to  find,  dlat  all  taf  grievances 
center  irt  one  point ;   there  is  always  at  the  bottt)rti  one  great  loft; 
ot  defedl,  which  is  net  the  ^9t^  of  friends  or  gold,  of  health  or 
phih>fo|^y.    Arid  the  abiding  fenfi;  of  this  may  poilibly  become 
a  prayer  in  the  ears  of  the  Mbft  High :  a  prayer  not  refulting 
from  a  fet  of  (^efculative  notfions,  but  froiA  the  real-  undiffemblec^ 
ftate  of  all  that  is  within  rtie  ;    not  indeedlb^  explicit  a  prayer  as 
ft)  defcribe  tht  thing  I  wanf,  but  confideringf  how  ftrarige  a  want 
mine  is,  as  expflidt  a  one  a«  I  cap  fhake.      Since  tbfcn  fufieririg 
opens  me  a  dbor  of  hope,  f  Will  not  put  it  from  me  as  long  as  I 
live :    It  help^  me  to  a  true  difcovcry  of  one  period  of  itiy  cx« 
iftence^  tfeough  it  is  a  low  one;    and  bids  fiire^  for  hiving  (ome' 
connexion  wim  a  nloite  glorious  period  that  nfliay  follow,  than  the 
arts  of  indulgdnce,  the  amuftmertts  df  pride  and  ffoth,  and  aif 
die  dark  polity  of  this  world,  which  wage  war  with  the  whole 
truth  that  man  m^ft  know  and  feel,  before  he  cah  look  towards 
God.     It  mfay  be,  while  T  continue  on  the  crofs,  I  ftiairj,  like 
my  Saviour,  '^  puf  off  principalitre^  and  powers*;  '^    recover  my- 
felf .more  and-  more  from  the  Ikibjeftiori  I;  am  indfecrf  in  (which, 
he  only  feemed  to  be)  to  thofe  wicked  r«/rrr,  atid  to  *'  triumph 
over  them  in  it."     At  lead  it  {hall  appear,  in  the  day  when  God 
fliall  vifit,  that  my  hearty  thoi^h  grown  unworthy  of  his  rcfi- 
dence,  was  too  big  to  be  comforted  by  any  of  his  creatures-;  and 
w;}S  kppl^r  hMp  as  a  place  originally -facred,  though  for  the 
prevent  Mlean.         .  , 

But  fuppoljing  that  our  ftate  docs  require  of  us  to  "  diff  daily y* 
io  facrifice  all  that  thi*  prefent  life  can  boaft  of,  im'  i»  delighted 
'  with,  before,  we  aive  ug  life  itfelfy  fuppofing  alfo,  that  Ih  that 
hour  we  do  fomewmt  of  this  kind,  we  receive  lighi  and  fir^nfih, 
from  GoD»  to  grow,  fupcrior  to  our  infirmkics,  and  ari^  carried^ 
ftnoothly  towards  Ivm  in  the  joy  of  ^he  Holy  Ghoft  :.  yet  how: 
<^an  a  man  have  fuch  frequent  opportunities  oi  fuffpring  ?  Ii^eed^ 
niartyrdbms  do  not  happen  in  every  age,,  and  fomc  days  df  our 
lives  may  pafs  without  reproaches  from  t^icn:  we  may  be  iit 
health,  and  not  want  food  to  eat  afid  raimfOt  to  put  ^^  (thougli 
Vot.  XX.  Dec  179.7.  ....  Jtiwlrfi.; 
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health  itfelf  and  nutrition  Jtfelf,  oblige  us  to  the  pain  of  a  coft*^ 
ftant  ^rreBlcn  of  them  ;)  yet  ftill,  the  love  of  God  and  hcaven.ly 
hope,  will  not  want  fomething  to  opprefs  them  in  this  world* 

Let  a  man  defcend  calmly  into  his  heart,  and  (oe  if  there  be- 
no  root  of  bitternefs  fpringing  up :  whether  at  leail  his  thoughts^* 
which  are  ever  in  motion,  do  not  fometimes  fally  out  into  pro* 
jcdls  iuggefted  by  prides  or  fink  into  indolent  triflings  or  be  en- 
tangled in  mean  anxiety  ?  Does  not  he  find  a  motion  of  anger, 
or  of  gaiety f  leavening  him  in  an  inftant  throughout  \  depriving- 
him  of  the  meeknefs,  and  fleady  di/cemment,  he  laboured  after  ? 
Or,  let  him  but  conceive  at  any  time,  that  unfeigned  obedience, 
and  watchful,  zeal,  and  dignity,  of  behaviour,  which  is  fuitable, 
1  don't  fay  to  an  angel,  but  to  a  finner  that  has  *^  a  gONOd  hope 
through  grace,*'  and  endeavour  to  work  himfelf  up  to  it ;  ^nd 
if  he  finds  no  fort  of  pbjiaih  to  this  within  him,  he  has  indeed 
then  no  opportunity  of  fuifering.  In  (bort,  if  he  is  fuch  an 
abject  foft  of  creature,  as  will,  unlefi^  grace  iliould  do  him  a 
perpetual  violence,  relapfe  frequently  into  a  coorfe  of  thinking 
dnd  ai£ling,  entirely  without  God;  then  he  can  never  wantoc*- 
cafions  of  fui&ring,  but  will  find  his  own  nature  to  be  the  fame 
burden  to  him,  as  that  <<  faithlefs  and  perverfe  generation*'  was 
to  our  Saviour^  of  whom  he  faid,  "  How  long  (hall  1  be  with 
you  ?  how  long  (ball  I  fufFer  you  ?  *'  I  will  conclude  all 
with  that  excellent  Collet  of  our  Church  :  "  O  God,  who  in- 
all  ages  bath  taught  the  h^^tts  of  thy  faithful  people,  by  the 
fending  to  them  the  light  of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  grant;  us  by  the 
fame  Spirit  to  have  a  right  judgment  in  all  things,  and  evermore- 
to  rejoice  in  his  holy  comfort,  through  the  merits  of  Chrift  Jefus 
our  Saviour,  who  Uveth  and  reigneth  with  thee,  in  the  imity  of 
the  fame  Spirit,  9ne  God,  world  without  end.*' 

L    E    T    T*E    R        X.  ^ 

J-rom  the  BisHQP.of  LANDAFF,  to  THOMAS  MINE. 
'[  Concluded ,  from  f  age  536.  ] 

"^TDU  are  animated  with  proper  fentiments  of  piety,  .when 
X  you  fpeak  of  the  (Vrufturc  of  the  tiniverfc.  No  one,  in- 
3eerf,  who  confidcrs  it  with=  attention,  can  fail  of  having  his 
rhind  filled  with  the  fupremeft  veneration  for  it*s  Author.  Who 
i;an  contemplate,  without  aftoni(hment,  the  motion  of  a  comet, 
funriiiig  ivt  beyond  the  orb  of  Saturn,  cndeavbuting  toefcape 
into  the  piathlefs  rcjgions  of  unbounded  fpace,  yet  feeling,  at  it's 
ut«»oft  dilVaneej  thS'attradlive  influence  of  the  furi^  hearing,  as 
It  wete,  the  vjpice  of  God  arreiling  it's  progrefs,  and  coropel- 
^'Op;  i^  ^^^'^  Ispfe  of  ages,  to  jrciterate  it's  anci^t.cpurfe  ?  — 
TO  ^fi  cpmpidi^nci  the  dillance  of  the  flars  from  the  earth, 
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and  from  each  other  ?  —  It  is  fo  great,  that  it  mocks- our  con-* 
caption  ;  our  very  imagination  is  terrified,  confounded,  and  loft^' 
ivhen  we  are  told,  that  a  ray  of  light,  which  moves  at  the  rat* 
of  above  ten  millions  of  miles  in  a  minute,  will  not,  thougf^ 
emitted  at  thi^  inftant  from  the  brightest  ftar,  yeach  the  c^rth  ir^ 
lefs  than  fix  years.  —  We  think  this  earth  a  .great,  globe  ;  aridt 
we  fee  the  fad  wickednefs,  which  individuals  are  often  guilty  of^ 
in  fcraping  together  a  little  of  it*s  <iirt:  we  view,  with  ftill 
greater  aftoriifliment  and  horror,  the  mighty  ruin  which  has,  ity 
all  ages,  been  brought  upon  human  kind,  by 'the  low  ambitior]( 
of  contending  powers,  tp  acquire  a  temporary  poffeffion  of  a 
little  portion  of  it's  furface.     But  how  does  the  whole,  of  tjiia 

?;lobe  fit^k,  as  it  were,  to  nothing,  whea  we  confider  that  a  mil- 
ion  of  earths  will  fcarcely  equal  th«  bulk  of  thp  fun  ;  th?it  ajt 
the  ftars  are  funs  ;  and  that  million;^  of  furis  cQpftltute,  pro- 
fcably,  but  a  minute  portion  of  that  material  worldj^  which  God 
hath  diftributed  through  the  irpmenfity  of  'f^icc !  ^  Syftcms, 
however,  of  infcnfible  matter,  though  arranged  in .  exquifit^ 
order,  prove  only  the  wifdom  and  the  power  of  the  great  Archi- 
te£l  of  nature.  —  As  percipient  beings,  we  look  for  fomething^ 
more  —-for  his  goodnefs  —  and  we  cannot  open  our  eyes  without 
feeing  it.  ,  . 

Every  portion  of  the^  pa.rtjj,  fea,  and  air,  is  full  of  fenfitiv^^ 
beings,  capable,  in  their  refpe6tive  orders,  pf  cnjoyjng  the  good, 
things  which  Qod  has  prepared  for  theif  comfort.,  .  All  the 
orders  of  beings  are  enabled  to  propagate  their  kind  ;  and  thus, 
prpvifion  is  made  for  a  fuccqffive  cof^tinuation  of  happineft.  .  In,/ 
^ividuals  yield  to  the  law  of  diflplution  iofeparable  from  the 
material  iftrui^ure  of  their  bodies :    but  no  gap  i^  thereby  left  in 
ffxiftence ;  their  place  is  occupied  by  pthcr  individuals  capable  of, 
participating  in  the  goodnefs  of  y^e  Almighty.      Contemplations 
fuch  as  thefe  fill  the  mind  with  humility,  benevolence,  and  pi^ty, 
gut  why  (hould  we  ftop  here  ?   why  npt  contemplate .  the,  good-? 
nefs  of  Apd  in  the  redemption,  as  well  as  in  the  creation  (^*.thQ. 
world  ?^^y  the  death  of  his  only-begptten  Son  Jefui^.Chrift,  h^. 
^lath  redeemejd  the.  whole  human  race  from  the  eternal  death,: 
which  the .  traafgreflTion  of  Adam  bad  entailed  on  all  his  pof-* 
terity.  -r-  Vou  believe  nothing  about  the  traufgireillpn  of  Ad^iu^j 
The  hiftory  of  Eve  and  the  ferpent  excites  your  contempt ;  yont 
will  not  admi^  that  it  is  either  a  real  h^ftory,  or  an  allegorica\ 
reprefentation   cif  death    entering .  into  the  world  through  fip,,^ 
through  idifobeclicnce  to  the  command  of  Gob.'— Abe  it  fo.  --»• 
Ybufind^  however,  that  death -doth,  reign  ov^f  all  marikihdx  by^ 
whatever 'ri^an  It  was  introduced:    this  is  not ,a. matter  of  belief^, 
biit.of  lamentable  knowledge;/^  Thp;  New  Teftament  fells  la^ 
;^*at^'  through  *  the  merciful  diti)enfa:tion*  of  Gob,  * Chfift'iiat^^ 
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overcome  death,  ^od  ^^ftojipd  man  .to  that  inunortality  which 
Adam  had  loft  :  --  this  ^Ifo  you  refufe  to  believe; —  Why  ?  Bct 
caufe  you  Cannot  account  for  the  propriety  of  this  redemption. — 
Jitifer^ble  r^fon !  ftupid  oiyeAion  J  What  is  there  th?it  you  can 
l^ceptint  for  ?  Not  for  the  germination  of  a  blade  of  grafs,  not 
i^or  the  fall  of  a  leaf  of  ihc  for^ift — .and  will  you  refufe  to  cat 
cf  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  becaufe  God  has  not  g^ven  you  wif- 
jdom  equal  to  his  own  ?  Will  you  refCife  to  lay  hold  on  immorr 
itality,  becaufe  he  has  not  ^ven  you,  becaufe  he,  probably,  could 
Jiot  give  to  fuch  a  being  as  man,'  a  full  njanifpft^tion  of  the  ^n4 
for  which  he  defi^fjs  him,  nor  of  the  means  rcquifite  for  the  ajtr 
'  tainment  of  that  end  ?  What  father  of  a  famfly  can  npiakc  level 
fo  the  apprcWenjBon  of  his  infant  children,  all  the  view^  of  hap:. 
^inefs  ;which  his  taternal  goodqefs  is  preparing  for  th|em  ?  H07 
can  he  e^plajin  to  them  the  utility  of^repropf,  corre<aion,  in^ 
ftruiSion,  icxampic^  of  all  tji'e  yariouis  means  by  which  h/e  fprjnjf 
Iheir  ijiujds  to  piety,  tejppcrance,  and  probity  ?  We  are  chil- 
dren in  the  hand  of  God  ;  we  are  in  the  very  infanpy  of  our 
exiftenjce  ;  juft  feparated  from  the  womb  of  cjtemal  duration  ;  it 
jpiay  not  be  poflTible  for  the  Father  of  the  uniyerfc  to  fsxplain  to 
IIS  (infants  in  apprehenfion!)  the  goodncfe  apd  the  wifdom  of  hi§ 
dealings  ^ithi  the  foni  of  fneii,  '  ^hat  qualities  of  mind  ^i^rill  be 
ncceffary  for  our  well-doing  tKrPMgh  all  ctcrpity,  ]ye  know  not ; 
what  difclpline  m  thi^  Infancy  of  e^ciftcnce  may  be  nejceffary  for 
generating  tjicfe  qualf t^es^  we  kno^ir  not  j  wh^ether  Gop  could  or 
could  npt'i  eonfiftcntly  ^ith*tjie  gei>eral  good,  h^ye  forgiyen  the 
tranrgreflion  of  Adarn^  ^ithqut  5ny  ^toiVeineht,  ^e  know  not; 
iwhether  the  JB^l'gnity  of  fin  be  not  fo  great,  ip  pppofite  p)  th^ 
general  good,  that  it  cannot  be  forgiven  jurhiltt  ^t  exifts,  that  is, 
whilft  the  mind  reteins  g  propehfity^^q  It,  we  knoijr  t^:  fq  that 
if  there  (houM  fie"  much  greater  difficulty  in  comprcliepdrng  the 
mo€(e  o(  pbxa^s-  moral  gbvemni|;fit  of  jnankind  tjian  there  really 
U^  there  woi^ld  be  po'  rj^afon  lor  doubting  of  it's  reftitude.  If 
the  Vhole  human  race  be  conAdered  as  b^t  one  ftnall  member  of 
H  large  community  bJF  firee^ind  intelligent  beings  of  dif(pent  or- 
ders," f^n4  if  tii\s  whoic  community  be  ifi:ibjeft  to  difcipline  ^nd 
laws  prodiiftiye  of  the  gre^teft  pbffibje  good  tp  tjie  ^hole  fyftem, 
then  ^ay  ^e  ftill  more'  rcafenably  fufped  our  capacity  to  com- 
prehend the  yifJooi  and  gooAjefs  of  all  pop's  projjecdings  in  the 
^oral'gipvernmcnt  of  the  univerfe.  "    ' 

Yoif^re  Ij^yifh  in  yoiaj:  praife  of  Dfifm  ;  it  is  fo  much  bettcf 
fhan  Athelfna,  that  |  me^n  not  to  fay  any  thing  tp  it's  difcredit ; 
if  is  r|6t,'  Jipweyer,  >fithbut  it's  difflgplties.  What  think  ypii  bf 
Voi  urtCatffed  Q^ufc  of  every  thjng?'  of  a  Being  wl)p  has  n^rc- 
iation  to  t|me,  not  j)cb^  oldjer  to-day  than  he  Vas  yefterday^  rtbr 
yoijnger  to-day  tliaii  h?  will  be  td-i^orrow  ?  who  ha?  no  relation 
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to  ^ace,  not  being  a  pjirt  here  and. a  part  th^rc,  or  a  whole 
i^ny  where?  What  think  you  of  an  omnifcient  Being,  whg 
cannot  Icriow  the  future  adlipns  of  a  man?  Or,  if  his  oiDnifcienc^ 
enables  hinc)  to  know  th^m,  what  think  you  of  the  pontingenc]! 
of  human  ^dtioQS  ?  And  if  human  adlions  are  not  contingent^ 
what  {hink  you  pf  the  morality  of  a6lion$,  of  the  diftUidipn 
between  vice  and  virtue,  crime  and  infiocence,  fln  an4  duty? 
Whatjthink  you  of  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  a  Beings  wboexifted 
throu^  eternity,  without  any  emanation  of  his  goodnefs  mani- 
fefted  in  the  creation  of  fcnfitivc  beings  ?  Or,  if  you  contend 
that  there  has  been  an  eternal  creation,  what  think  you  of  an 
cWcA  coeval  with  it's  caufe,  of  matter  not  poCcrior  to  it's 
Maker?  What  think  you  of  the  cxiftence  of  evil,  moral  and 
nataral,  in  the  work  of  an  infinite  Being,  powerful,  wife,  Wid( 
good?  What  think  you  of  the  gift  of  fi-eedom'of  wiH,  when 
the  abufc  of  freedom  become?  the  caiufe  of  general  mffery?  I' 
eould  propofe'  to  your  confideration  a  great  many  other  queftions 
of  a  fimilar  tendency,  the  ccnateiriplation  of  which  has  driven 
not  a  few  from  Dpifm  to  Atheifm,  juft  as  the  difficulties  in  re- 
vealed religion  havp  driven  yourfelf,  atid  fome  others,  from 
Chriftianity  to  Deifm. 

For  my  own  part,  I  can  fee  no  rcafon  why  ejther  ireyealed  or 
natural  religion  fliould  be  abandoned,  on  account  of  the  diffi-u 
culties  which  attend  either  pf  them.  I  look  ujp  to  the  inconi- 
prehenfible  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth  with  wnlpeakablc  admi- 
ration and  felf-annihilatioq,  and  am,  a  Deift. -r- J  contcmplatej^ 
with  the  utmoft  gratitude  ^nd  huinility  of  mind,  bis  vnfearcit* 
able  wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  the  xedcmption  of  the  wcsrld  from 
eternal  death,  through  the  intervention  of  his  Son  |efus  ChrilTr^ 
and  am  a  Chriftian,  -r—  As  a  jPeift.,  I  have  little  expedtation*  — » 
As  a  Chriftian,  I  have  no  Hojufet  of  a  futpre  ftafe,*  I  fpeak  for 
ipyfelf,  and  may  b^.  in  an  error,  as  to  the  ground  of  the  ftrft 
part  pf  this  ppinio^i,  You,  and  other  men,  may  conclude  dif- 
fcrentfy.  From  the  inert  nature  of,  matter  — >  hom  the  faculties 
of  the  hunpn  n^ind  —  from  the  appaie^t  imperfeftion  of  God> 
fngral  governn>e9t  qf  the  world -r  frQih  many.njiodcs  of  analor 
j^cal  reafoning,  and  from  other  fourcea,  {bnie  of  the  pbilofo- 
phers  of  antiquity  did  coUeft,  aind  mod^w\  (phitpfophers  may, 
perhaps,  cptlcia  a  ijrong  prd)?ahility  of  a  future  CKiAencc  ;  and 
hot  only  of  a  future^  exiftence,  ,but  (which  is  quite  a  difl;in<ft 
<meftionjf  pf^  future  ftate  of  re^tribuiion,  proportioned  to  ou# 
iporal  eondu^  Jn.  thi*  world-  Far.  bp  it, from  mc;  to  loofen  amy 
pf  the  (pjc^lig^jions  to  virtue  ;  l)Ut  I  miill  c«nfeii,  .that  I  cannot, 
from  the  ^nfie  foureos.of  argum^ptj^Lonj.derivejafvy.pofitive  af- 
forance  on  ,tac  fubjecSk.     Thir\k  thwwim  wh^t  thinkfulnef«.of 

^^^^y\ ^^my^ th^WQi^^  ^hich. t^WS'Hi®!  ib^ttfv)ugj[». 
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<'  in  Adam  (by  the  condition  of  our  nature)  all  die  ; ."  yet  *<  in 
Chflft  (by  the  covenant  of  grace)  (hall  all  be  made  aliv^."  I 
lay  hold  on  *<  eternal  life  as  the  gift  of  <5pd  through  Jcfus 
Chrift  ;  '*  1  confidcr  it  not  as  any  appendage  to  the  nature  I  de- 
jive  from  Adam,  but  as  the  free  gift  of  the  Almighty,  through 
his  Son,  whom  he  hath  conftituted  Lord  of  all,  the  Saviour, 
the  Advocate,  jmd  the  Judge  of  human  kind, 

"  Deifm,**   you  affirm,  **  teaches  us,  without,  the  poflibility 
of  being  miftaken,  all  that,  is  neceffary  or  proper  to  be  known." 
—  There  are  tliree  things,  which  all  rcafonablc  men  admit  are 
neceffary  and  proper  to  be  known  —  the  being  of  God-— -the 
providence  of  God  —  a  future  ftate  of  retribution- •— Whether 
'  thefe  three  truths  are  fo  taught,  us  by  Dcifm,  that  there  is  no 
poffibility  of  being  miftaken  concerning  any  of  them,   let  the 
hiflory  of  philofophy, .  and  of  idolatry,  and  fuperftition,  in  all 
ages  and  countries,  determine^    A  volume  might  be  filled  with 
an  account  of  the  miftakes  into  which  the  greateft  reafoncrs  have 
fallen,  and  of  the  uncertainty  in  which  they  lived,  with  refpcft 
to  every  one  of  thefe  points.     I  will  advert,  briefly  to  the  laft 
of  them.     Notwithftanding  the  illuftrious  labours  of  Gaflcndi, 
Cudworth,  Clarke,  .Baxter,,  and  of  above  two  hundred  other 
modern  writers  on  the  fubjeft,  the  «iz/wrflr/ mortality. or  immor- 
tality of  the  human  foul  is  as  little  underftood  by  us,  as  it  was 
by  the  philofophers  of  Greece  or  Rome.     The  oppofitc  opinions 
of  Plato  and  of  Epicurus,  on  this  fubjedt,  have  their  fcvcral 
lupporters  amongft*  the  learned  of  the  prefent  age,    in  Great 
Britain,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  in  every  enlightened  part  of 
vthc  world;  and  they  who  ha^re  been  moft  ferioufly  occupied  in 
the  ftudy  of  the  qucftion  concerning  a  future  ftate,  as  deduciblc 
from  the  nature  of  the  human  foul,  are  leaft  difpofed  to  give 
flrom  reafon  a  pofitive  deciflon  of  it  either  way.     The  impor- 
tance of  revelation  is  by  nothing  rendered  more  apparent,  than 
by  the  difcordant  fentiments  of  leatncd  artd  good  men  ^r  1 
focak  not  of  the  ignorant  and  immoral)  on  this  P^te.    They 
Miew  the  infiifficiency  of  human  reafon,  in  a  cour^of  above 
two  thoufand  years,  to  uhfold  the  riiyfteries  of  human  nature, 
and  to  fumifll,  from  the  contemplation  of  it,  any  affurancc  of 
the  quality  of  our  future  conditiort.  ,  If  youihould  ever  become 
perfuaded  ♦  of  this  infufficiericy^j  (and  you  can  fcarce  fail  of  be- 
coming fo,  if  you  exartiifie  the'  matter  deeply,)  yoi^'willj^*  if  you 
aift  rationally,  be  difpofecf  to  irfvefligate,  with  feriomnels  and 
impartiality,    the  truth  of '  chrift^anity.     Yoa'  wiU  fay  of  the 
pofpel,  as  the  •Ndrthumbrtan  heathens  laid  of  Paulinus,  by 
whom  they  were  converted  to  thje'"^riftiaTi  religion — "The 
ihore  we  refleft  on  the  natur<J  of  put  fou^,  the  lefs  We  kno\ir  of 
it,    "Whilft  k  animates  our  body,  We  ithy  know  fomfe  6f  it's 

properties  j 
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f  Topcrties  ;  but  when  once  feparated,.  we  know  not  whither  it 
goes,  or  from  whence  it  came.  Since,  then,  the  go/pel  pretends 
to  give  us  clearer  notions  of  thefe  matters,  we  ought,  to  hear  it, 
and  laying  afide  all  paffion  and  prejudice,  follow  that  which"^ 
(half  appear  moll  conformable  to  right  reafon.'*, , 

What  a  blefling  is  it  to  beings,  with  fuch  limited  capacities  as 

our's  cortfeffedly  are,  to  have  God  himfelf  for  our  inftrudlor  iii 

tvery  thing  which  it  much  concerns  us  to  know !    We  are  prin^ 

clpally  concerned  in  knowing  —  not  the  origin  of  arts,  or  the 

recondite   depths  of  fcience  —  not  the  hiftories  of.  mighty  cm-t 

p\rcs  defolating  the  globe  by  their  contentions  —  not  the  (ubtiUics 

of  logic,  tHe  myfteries  of  metaphyfics,  the  fubllmities  t)f  poetry^ 

or  th^  niceties  of  criticifm.  — Thefe,  and  fubjedls  fuch  as  thefe, 

properly  occupy  the  learned  leifure  of  a  few  ;  but  the  bulk  o£ 

human  kind  have  ever  been,  and  muft  ever  remain,  ignprant  df 

them  all ;  .they  muft,  of  neceflity,-  remain  in  the  fame  ftate  witli 

that  which  a  German  Emperor  voluntarily  pyt   himfelf  ioto^^ 

when  he  made  a-  rejToIution,  bordering  on  barbarifm,    that  he 

would  never  read  a  printed  book/     We  are  all;  ojF  every  rank 

and  condition,  Equally  concerned  in  knowing  —  what  will  be* 

come  of  us  after  death ;  —  and,  if  we  are  to  live  again,  we  arc 

interefted  in  knowing  —  whether  it  be  poffible  for  us  to  ,do  any 

diing  whilft  we  live  here,  which  may  render  that  future  lifo  an 

happy  one. -r  Now,    <<  that  thing  called  chriftianity,"  as  you 

Icofnngly  fpeak' — that  laft  beft  gift  of  Almighty  God,  as  I  efteem 

it,  the  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift,  has  givfcn  us  the  moft  clear  and. 

fatisfadory  information  on  both  thefe  points.-    It  tells  us,  what 

Deifm  never  could  have  told  us,  that  we  (hall  certainly  be  raifed 

from  the  deadr— that,  whatever  be  the  nature  of  the  foul,  we 

(hall  certainly  live  for  ever-—  and  that,  whilft  we  live  here,  it  is 

poffible  for  us  to  do  much  towards  the  rendering  that  everlafting 

life  an  happy  qn^.  — -  Thefe  are  tremendous  truths  to  bad  men  ; 

they  cannot  be  received  and  refledled  op  with  indifference  by  the 

beft;   and  they  fuggeft  to  all  fuch  a  cogent  motive  to  virtuous 

adion,  aafeifm  could  not  furnifti  even  to  Brutus  himfelf. 

Some  men  have  been  warped  to  infidelity  by  vicioufiiefs  ^f 
life ;  and  fomc  have  hypocritically  .profeffed  chriftianity  froni 
profpe&s  of  temporal  advantage  :  but,  being  a  ftranger  to  youc 
charadler,  I  neither  impute  the  former  to  yoju,  nor  can  admit 
the  latter  as  opefating  on  myfclf.  The  generality  of  unbc^ 
Hcvers '  arc  fud^^  from  want  of  information  on  the  fubjeft  of  re- 
ligion ;  haviijg  .;^)een  engaged  from  their  youth  in  ftruggling  for 
worldly  difftinfiipn,  or  perplexed  with  the  inceifant,  intricacies  of 
bufiiveCs,  .or  bewildered  in  the  purfuits  of  picafure,  they  have 
neither  ability,  inclination,  nor  leifure,  to  enter  ipto  critical 
^flttifitioini  concerning  the  truth  of  chriftianity.     Men  of  i\x\$ 
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dcfcriptian  are  foon  flartlcrf  by  objedlioos  which  they  are  not 
competent  to  anfwcr ;  and  the  loofe  morality  olT  tho  age  (fb  op- 
pofite  to  chriftian  perfeftion!)  co-operating  with  their  want  oi 
icriptural  knowledge,  they  prefcntly  get  rid  of  their  nurfery 
faith»  and  are  feldom  fedulous  in  the  acquifition  of  another 
founded,  not  on  authority,  but  fobcr  invefligation.  Prefuming, 
however,  that  many  Deifts  are  as  (incexe  in  their  beKef  as  t  am 
In  mine,  and  knowing  that  fomc  are  more  able,  and  ail  as  much 
htcrcftcd  as  myfelf,  to  make  a  rational  e;iqulry  into  the  truth 
of  revealed  religion,  I  feel  no  propenfity  to  judge  uncharitiably 
of  any  of  them.  They  do  not  think  as  f  do,  on  a  fubjedl  fur- 
luffing  all  others  in  importance  ^  but  they  are  not,  on  that  ac- 
count, to  be  ||Dkcn  of  by  me  witTi  afpcrity  of  language, no  be 
thought  of  by  me  as'pcrfons  alienated  from  the  mercies  of  God. 
The  goTpel  has  been  ottered  to  their  acceptance  ;  and,  from  what- 
ever caufe  they  rejcd  it,  I  Cannot  but  efteem  their  fifuation  to 
be  dangerous.  Under  the  influence  of  that  perfuafion  I  have 
been  induced  to  write  this  book.  I  do  riot  expeiSl  to  derive  from 
it  ehher  fame  or  profit ';.  thefe  are  not  improper  incentives  to 
honourable  aftivity ;  but  there  is  a  time  of  life  when  they  ceafe 
to  direft  the  judgment  of  thinking  men.  What  I  have  written 
win  rtor,  I  fear,  make  any  imprcmon  on  you  ;  but  I  indulge  aa 
hope,  that  !t  may  not  be  without  it's  efFeS  on  fome  ofyoar 
readers^  Infidelity  is  a  rank  weed,  it  threatens  to  overfpread 
<he  land ;  it's  root  is  principally  fixed  amongft  the  great  and 
opulent,  but  you  are  endeavouring  to  extend  the  malignity  of  its 
poifon  through  all  the  claffes  of  the  community.  There  is  a  clafs 
of  men,  for  whom  I  have  the  greateft  refpeft,  and  whom  I 
atn  anxious  to  prcferve  from  the  contamination  of  youir  Irrchgion 
—  the  merchants,  manufaiSlurers,  and  tradefmen  of  the  king- 
dom. I  confider  the  influence  of  the  example  of  this  clafs  a* 
cffential  to  the  welfare  of  the  comriiunity.  I  know  that  they 
are  In  general  given  to  reading^  and  defirous  of  information  orv 
ill  fubjeds.  If  this  little  book  fhould  chance  to  falUntb  their 
hands  after  they  have  read  your's,  and  they 'ihould^ink  that 
kny  of  your  c^bjefiions  to  the  authority  of  the  Bible  have  not  been 
folly  anfwered,  I  intreat  them  to  attribute  the  omifTion  to  the 
bievity  which  I  have  fludied  ;  to  my  defire  of  avoiding  leanred 
difijuintions ;  to  my  inadvertency  ;  to  my  inability ;  to  any  thinf 
Kither  than  to  an  impoffibiHty  of  completely  obviating  every 
difficulty  yo'j  have  brou^t  forward.  I  addrefothc  famcreilqueft 
tofuchof  the  j^uth  of  both  fexes,  a»  may  unhappily  have  im- 
bibed, from  your  writings,  the  poifon  of  infidelity ;  bcfcccWng 
them  to  believe,  that  all  their  religtoik  doubts  may  be  rdinoved, 
though  it  may  not  have  been  in  niFy  power  to  anfwer,*  to  their 
fetififadHoo,  all  your  objcdKons.    1  pray  Gojy  that  the  Mttg 

generation 


EXFERiENCE  OF  SARAH  ROBERTS.  •     .     589 

generation  of  this  land  may  be  prcferved  from  that  "  evil  heart 
of  unbelief,"  whieh  has  brought  ruin  on  a  neighbouring  nation ; 
that  neither  a  ncgledted  education,  nor  domeftic  irreligion,  nor 
evil  communication,  nor  the  faftiion  of  a  licentious  world,  may 
ever  induce  them  to  forget,  that  religion  alone  ought  to  be  their  • 
rule  of  life. 

In  the  concluiion  of  my  Apology  for  Chrtftianity^  I  informed 
Mr,,  Gibbon  of  my  extreme  averiion  to  public  controverfy.  ^  I 
am  now  twenty  years  older  than  I  wA&  then,  and  I  perceive 
that  this  my  averiion  has  increafed  with  my  age.  I  have,  thro* 
life,  abandoned  my  little  literary  produAions  to  their  fate  :  fuch 
of  them  as  have,  been  attacked,  have  never  received  any  defcxicc 
from  tne ;  nor  will  this  receive  any,  .  if  ^  ihduld  meet  with 
your  public  notice,  or  with  that  of  any  oth^man. 

Sincepely  wifhing  that  yon  may  become  a  jgTartaker  of  that  faith 
in  revealed  religion,  which  is  the  foundatii^n  of  my  happincfs  in 
thi^  world,  and  of  all  my  hopes  in  anothay^I  bid  you  farewcl. 

r  •        R,  Landaff. 

Calgarth  Park,  Jan.  ao,  1796.         ''. 

Experience  and  happy  Death  of  SarAH  Roberts,  of  Brambly, 
near  Sheffield. 

SHE  was  bom  at  Darnall,  near  Sheffield.  Her  parents  were- 
the  lirft  in  that  place  who  admitted  the  Methodifts  to  preach 
in  their  houfe.  Her  mother  died  about  four  years  ago,  happy 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  peace  and  lov^  of  God*  Her  parents 
brought  her  up  in  the  fear  of , the  Lord.  Her  natUjral  difpofition 
was  chearful  and  humane  ;  and  in  her  youth  (he  h%d  a  meafure 
of  the  fear  of  offending  Goo,  and  a  deiire  to  ferve  ^m.  About 
the  age  of  24,  ftie  n^arried  Charles  Roberts,  of  BraMffibly ;  by 
whom  (he  had  eleven  children  \  ten  of  them  ar^  now  living,  and 
they  are  all  in  our  Society.  Some  of  them  have  found  peace 
with  Gop^  and  the  reft  are  feeking  falvation.  She  wasi  a  kind 
obliging  wife,  and  a  tender  mother  to  her  children,  whom  Ae 
laboured  to  inftrud  in  the  way  to  everlafting  life. 

As  (he  attended  the  miniftry  pf  God's  word  with  diligence  and 
ferioufnefs,  Ihe  was  convinced  of  her  finful  ftatc  by  nature,  and 
faw  the  infufficiency  of  her  morality,  and  that  the  fplcndid  df«f| 
^?  felf  righteoufnefs  fould  not  juftify  her  in  the  fight  of  GQ9« 
The  burden  of  fin  (be  felt  and  faw  in  a  fcriptural  lights  an^^ 
fought  for  a  pardon  thro'  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus,  During  the  cjf-' 
ercife  of*  mind  infcparable  from  one  deeply  convinced  of  the  fin- 
fulnefs  of  fin,  ihe  was  frequently  diftrcffcd  witfe  the  trials  oCn 

Vol,  XX.  Dec.  1797.  cafion«d 
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cafioncd  by  having  the  charge  of  a  large  family^  Jler  fchiWrcfl 
being  then  fmall^  and  having  many  cares  and  concerns  of  the' 
^bria,'  (he  often  thought,  were  it  not  for  thefe  things,  Ihc  could 
ferye  the  Lord,  and  And  fcSft  for  her  foul.  But  the  Lbird  aftb* 
nilhed  her  with  hi^  mei-fcy,.  fey  fetting  her  at  Irbcfty  i^hert  em- 
ployed  in  the  neceffary  duty  of  wafking  for  her  famrfy..  For 
t^cn  while  her  hands  wetc  engaged  in  the  world,  her  heart  was 
gi*en  to  the  Lord.  She  now  found  aU  the  ways  of  religion  to 
be  ways  of  pleafaofinefsy  and .  its  paths  peace.  It  wais  in  the 
month  of  November,  17812^  when  fhe  received  a  dear  witnefo 
that  God,  for  Chrift's  fake,. had  blotted  but  all  her  fins,  and 
adopted  her  into  his  family.  From  this  time  (be  met  in  Band 
with  Sifter  Afljury  ;  And  they  often  experienced  in  their  meetings 
the  divine  prefence  and  much  cdnfolation.  Her  Band-mate  gives 
tl^isr  teftimony  of  her ;  —  **  that  there^  wa*  no  occafion  of  ftum- 
bling  in  her." 

Mr.  Wcflcy's  Kotes  on  the  New  Teftament  were  hef  delight. 
She  readj  and  meditated  upon  them^  at  all  opportunities.  About 
three  years  (he  Was  the  Leader  qf  a  Clafs,  and  Was  rendered 
ufeful  to  thofe  belonging  to  it.  She  held  fall  her  coniSdehce  in 
the  Lord  from  the  beginning,  nor  once  loft  a  fenfe  of  his  favour, 
but  Walked  uprightly  before  him,  rejoicing  in  the  li^tof  his 
countenance,  being  zealous  for  the  Truths  and  dfcKghting  in  the 
pcofperity  of  Zion.    • 

Some  time  after  obtaining  Peace,  fhe  adtntttcd  the  divine 
Light  to  diCcover  the  remains  of  inbred  corri^tion,  and  the, 
po^yer  and  .wiUingiiefc  of  the  Lord  to  cleanfe  her  from  all  un^ 
r.ighteoufne&.  .  ^This^reatBleffing.ftie  fought  with  all  her  heart 
2is^  ftrength ;..  arid  about  three  years  ago,  fte  wias  enabfed  to  lay 
hold'.by  faith j.  upon  the  purifying  virtue  of  Chrift'*  precious 
Bloody  which. removed  all  filthincfi  of  flefh  and  fpirrt..  Of  this* 
deliyerance,  flte  had  a  divme  confcioufiiers,  and  Surrendered  her 
whole  heart  and  will  to.be  poffeffed  abd  ruled  by  her  heiavenly 
Mafter.  Being  fubjed  to  lownerfe  of  fpirits,  thisy  at  tinics» 
brought,  her.  into  beavinefs  thib'  manifold  temptations,,  and  ex- 
pofed  her  to  the  danger  of  hurtful  Teafornngs^  which  leffcnedi^ 
in  fome.  meafure,  her  joy,  and  caufed  her  to  mourn,  when  (he 
ought  to  have  rejoiced;^  but  in  the  ^(noft  trying  feafons  fhe  never 
entirely  gave  up  her  confidence..  At  other  times  fhe  was  afeuiv. 
dantly  hap^y,  ^d  rejoiced  with  joy  unfpeakable.. 

'  The  diforder,  which  at  laft  proved  Aiorta!,  wars  an  obftrudioD 

.  in  the  thfo'at,  which  began  about  Eighteen  years  ago,  and  never 

'  was  entirely  removed.     In  the  month* Janiiary^  1797^  thedif- 

order  became  much  worfirthan  ufual.    At'thrs  time  fhe  'Was  veiy 

happy,  being  bkflfed  with  much  peace  aiid  aahn  fefign&tfon  ta 

the 
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the  divine  Will,  In  a  few  ^ays  flic  got  better,  «ndthenijic 
•«ncmy  was  permitted  to  buffet  her  with  painful  rcafonings  ajf|d 
temptations  tp  fear,  ;and  to  think  hard  thoughts  of  the  Lord  on 
-account  of  her  afflidign.  Put .  her  great  Redeemer  interpofcd 
i>is  mighty  arm,  and  gave  her  the  vidlory  over  the  tempter. 
This  Y^s  fucceedcd  by  a  large  meafurc  of  heavenly  confolation. 
To  one  of  her  friends  (he  faid,  "  O  what  do  I  fee  before  m.c  I 
**  What  views  hate  (  of  eternity  i  I  can  l(X)k  forward  with  de- 
••*  light  to  that  happy  day  when  we  (hall  all  meet  to  part  no 
**  more  !  "  When  her  friends  joined  with  her  in  devotion, 
they  often  found  the  fpirk  of  jprayer  Was  fwallowed  up  in  praifc 
and  thankfgivirtg.   ^ 

>A7'hen  carckfs  perfons  came  t©  fee  her,  (he  embraced  the  im* 
|>ortant  opportuniQr  of  affedionatcly  warning  them  of  their  daia- 
^cr,  and  medcly  exhorting  them  to  {)repare  to  meet  the  Lord, 
hy  feeking  and  (Gaining  a  fenfe  of  his  favour.  Some  of  them 
were  (b  far  affe<Sed  with  her  good  advice,  as  to  acknowledge  that 
there  is  a  reality  in  religion,  and  faid,  "  See,  how  happy 
^«  S.  Roberts  is  in  her  affli6Hon."  One  of  her  daughters  hap- 
pened to  fay  to  her,  that  fome  people  dcfpifed  the  Methodifts  ; 
the  mother  anfwered,  «  I  blefs  God  that  ever  I  knew  them.  I 
^*  know  their  principles  are  true;  and  I  thank  the  Lord,  that  1 
^^  have  not  followed  cunningly  devifed  fables."  The  nearer 

ihc  approached  eternity,  and  the  more  (he  enjoyed  of  the  divine 
^refcQce, 

A  friend  calling  to  fee  her  one  day,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the 
room,  her  foul  was  filled  with  joy  and  gratitude;   the  divine 
power  penetrated  every  one  who  was  then  prefent ;     each  of 
them  eould  fay  with  the  Apoftle,  when  with  his  Mafter  on  the 
Mount,    "  It  is  good  to  be  here."     It  feemed  to  them  as  if 
heaven  was  come  down  to  earth,  and  the  bed  of  afflidtion  was 
changed  into  a  paradife.      She  cried  out  with   holy   rapture, 
-*«  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  hath  given  me  the  viftory,  through 
*«  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.**      From  this  time  (he  Jbad  no  cxerciie 
from  doubts  or  fears  of  any  kind  ;  but  continued  uninterruptedly 
happy.     The  bleffing  which  fhe  then  received  was  greater  than 
any  (he  had  ever  experienced  before.       Upon  a  friend  faying  fo 
her,    "  You  will  be  in  heaven  before  mc ;  '*  (he  replied,  with 
^great  fatisfaclion,    "  That  is  good  news. '      I  long  to  depart  and 
**  to  be  with  Chrift  !  O  that  my  Lord  would  come  now  and  ta1ce 
'**  me  home !  t  long  to  be  with  him  "         Another  friend  faying 
.to  ^her,  *'  You  look  comfortable :  Jefus  is  prqcioys  to  your  foul ;" 
■(he  anfwered,  — «'  Glory  be  to  God,  he  Is  precious  to  me.     O 
^*  that  my  Lord  would  come  tornight !    I   long  to  be  with  him. 
'"  But"!  am  not  weary  of  fufFcnnp;  his  will.     I  fee  mv  heavenly 
**  ,Lord  coming  !  He  v/ill  not  be  long.     Glory  be  to  his  Nanf>e, 
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«  God  is  Love."  And  added,  <<  O  Death  where  is  thy  fting? 
**  O  Grave,  where  is  thy  viAory  ?  " 

Hearing  one  day,  that  the  people  had  a  remarkable  meeting 
in  the  chapel,  (he  faid, — "  If  I  cannot  meet  with  them  on  earth, 
*<  I  (hall  foon  be  *  where  congregations  ne*er  break  up,  and  fab- 
**  baths  have  no  end.'  Jefus,  I  long  to  fee  thy  face !  "  Addii^, 
"  Lord,  I  believe  I  (hall : 

"  O  what  hath  Jefus  bought  for  me  ! 
Before  my  ravifh'd  eyes. 
Rivers  of  Life  divirte  I  fee  ! 
And  trees  of  Paradife  !  " 

Th^  Sunday  before  her  departure,  (lie  ^ricd,  **  O  that  my 
^*  gracioutrLord  would  come  this  blcffcd  Sabbath  day !  O  that  my 
.  **  Father  would' call  me  home  !  "  All  her  children  came  to. 
gether  to  fee  her.  She  blcffed  them  all,  calling  each  of  them 
by  name,  and  gave  them  in(lru£lions  and  admonitions  according 
to  their  circumftanccs,  and  exhorted  them  to  live  in  the  fear  and 
love  of  God,  that  they  might  all  meet  together  in  heaven  at 
laft.  •  It  was  a  folemn,  edifying  meeting.  She  endured  af-. 
Miction  with  patience  and  rcfignation.  For  above  eight  weeks 
ihe  lived  on  water,  broth,  or  coffee  ;  not  being  able  to  fwallow 
any  thing  folid.  For  three  days  (he  could  not  even  fwallOw  a 
drop  of  water  ;  upon  which  (he  faid  to  her  daughter,  "  I  be- 
'*  Heve  Jefus  was  thirfty  when  he  fweat  in  the  garden  ;  but  I  am 
**  fure  he  was  when  he  faid  upon  the  crofs,  *  I  thirft.'  Shall  I 
"  then  murmur,  with  the  children  of  Ifrael  ?  No ;  I  will  not : 
*^  altho*  mine  is  a  bitter  cup,  yet  my  Saviour  drank  a  bitterer 
•*  for  me."  She  kept  the  Redeemer's  fufferings  conftantly 

in  view  ;  and  this  made  her's  appear  light  afBi<Stions  in  compari- 
fon  of  what  they  would  otherwife  have  been.  She  (aid,  *^  Altho* 
**  mine  has  been  a  bitter  cup,  yet  I  have  almoft  drank  the  dregs 
"  of  it," 

On  Thurfday  night,  (he  cried  out,  "  Get  ready,  and  do  not 
<<  hinder  me  from  going.  I  want  thofe  gates  opened !"  A  friend 
added, — <<  That  the  r^fomed  of  the  Lord  may  go  in  ;*'  —  (he 
replied,  "  Ye? !"  and  raifed  up  herfelf^  as  if  ready  to  enter  into 
the  heavenly  manfions.  At  another  tim6,  being  unable  to 
fpcak,  one  (aid  to  her,  **  If  you  are  happy,  take  hold  of  my 
*^  hand ; "  (he  feized  upon  tljie  hand  immediately.  The  friend 
faying,  "  How  delightful  it  will  be  when  all  thefe  troubles  are 
at  an  end  i**  (he  initantly  lifted  up  her  eyes  to  heaven  with  a  look 
cxpreffive  of  the  joy  (lie  felt  in  anticipating  that  happy  event. 

On  Friday  (he  lay  ftill  for  fome  time,  and  then  lifting  up  her 
hands,  clofed  them  together,  and  faid  with  an  audible  voice, 
•*  Glory  be  to  God!**  and  quickly  after  departed,  March  17, 
1797,  in  the  54th  year  of  her  age, 

George  Button. 
Th(? 
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The  Converfion  and  happy  Death  of  a  young  Man.  The 
account  is  taken  from  a  Letter '  wrote  by  his  Mother,  to  a^ 
Gentleman  near  J^ondon* 

Auguft  29,  1797- 

My  dear  Friend, 

MY  laft  informed  you  of  fome  of  the  afflit^Hons  ivhich  it 
pleafed  the  Almighty  to  lay  on  me  and  mine.  I  have 
now  to  write  on  a  fubje6l  ever  dear  to  my  remembrance ;  a  fub- 
jcdl  on  which  I  can  dwell  with  the  moft  heart-felt  delight,  and 
rejoice  in  the  midft  of  forrow.  God  be  praifed,  he  has  afflidled 
me  and  mine.  He  fent  a  blaft  on  my  fons  temporal  profpeds  : 
the  cldcft  was  cail  intp  a  prifon  ^  and  the  youngeft  was  feized 
with  a  painful,  lingering,  and  mortal  difeafc.  But  in  thefefevcrc 
difpenfations  the  Lord  hath  abundantly  demonftrated,  that  whom 
he  loveth,  he  chafteneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  who;n  he 
reccrveth. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  illnefs,  my  dear  youngeft  fon  was  like 
a  bullock  unaccuftomed  to  the  yoke ;  he  totally  loft  his  fpirifs  ; 
his  mind  was  kept  on  the  rack  by  the  moft  painful  fcnfibility. 
When  hf6  brother  was  put*  into  prifon,  fuch  was  the  irritation  of 
his  mind,  tliat  no  medicine  could  take,  hold  of  him.  Thus  he 
continued  during  the  twelve  days  ^f  his  brother's  confinement* 
his  bowels  and  ftomach  feverely  afFeded  with  fpafms.  Arid  when 
his  brother  was  enlarged,  the  difeafe  had  gained  too  much  ftrerigth 
to  admit  a  remedy.  In  this  deplorable  fituation,  I  often  en* 
deavoured .  to  point  him  to  the  only  Refuge  that  remains  for  the 
diftreffed  ;  — ^  but  he  would  not  hear.  He  ftopped  me  ihort, 
faying,  <^  Mother,  hold  your  tongue,  I  know  you  are  going  to 
tell  me  that  I  am  a  reprobate ;  and  that  I  ftiall  be  damned.  I 
will  not  hear  you."  How  great  was  my  diftrefs,  to  fee  my  dear 
child,  languifliing  under  an  incurable  difeafe,  and  refuiing  to  hear 
from  me  a  word  to  point,  him  to  the  Friend  gf  finners !  His 
mind  was  like  a  fore,  feelingly  alive  to  every  painful  and  diC, 
treffing  fenfation,  and  obftinately  rejeAing  whatever  could  heal 
and  footh  it.  I  left  him  in  this  ftate,  when  I  went  to  attend  my 
dying  mother.  My  mind  was.fo  opprefled,  that  one  morning  at 
breakfaft,  nature  melted  within  me  ;  floods  of  tears  gufhed  ^m 
my  eyes.  My  brother  and  fifter's  words  only  heightened  my  dif- 
trefs. Alas  !  how  poor  is  human  comfort  at  fuch  a  time  !  |  re- 
tired :  I  poured  my  forrows  into  the  ears  of  my  merciful  Re* 
deemer.  Glory  be  to  his  Name  !  he  heard  the  voice  of  my  humble 
defires.  I  implored  mercy  ibr  my  fon  ;  —  for  my  mother :  — 
and  God  that  very  day  fent  a  good  man  (Mr.  G.  H.)  to  vifit  my 
dear  child.  He  fpoke  to  him  ;  he  encouraged  him ;  he  foothed, 
but  did  not  flatter  him.  My  fon  liftcned,  and  received  hi?  ad- 
vice. 
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vice,  and  fougbC  mercy  at  his  hands  who  has  iaid,  ^^Himtfatt 
Cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no  >vifc  caft  out-" 

At  my  return  I  found  him  very  fe'rious,  and  more  compofcd ; 
fte  read  the  Scriptures,  and  other  good  books.  H^  humbled 
himfelf  under  the  hand  of  God,  and  began  to  fpeak  to  me  on 

/erious  fubjedls.  I  obfcrved  to  him,  that  I  thought  he  ought  to 
receive  the  vifits  of  fome  ^ood  man  ;  and  propofed  fending  for  a 

IMinifter.  His  anfwer  was  truly  lingular,  "  No,  Mother;  I  will 
not  have  a  Minifter;  Is  not  one  of  thofe  men  as  great  afinner 
as  m'yfelf  ?  And  what  will  he  do?  Why  truly,  he  will  take  a 
book,  read  a  parcel  of  words  out  of  it,  and  I  (hall  fay,  Amen. 
Does  that  man  know  my  real  (fate,  or  my  wants  ?  But  I  know 
them.  I  will  go  to  God  myfelf,  and  implore  his  mercy.  As 
for  mere  forms,  what  mockery !  '*  I  ftill  urged,  and  he  anfwercd 
me,  *<  I  would  rather  you  ihould  pray,  or  read  and  fpeak  to 
me.**     I  told  him,  I  would  have  done  fo  before,  but  feared  to 

jpropofe  it,  knowing  his  prejudice.  He  fecmed  ihockedatthe 
word  prejudice  ;    and  faid,    "  Indeed,  Mother,  J  am  not  preju* 

•diced  againft  you."         I  now  prayed  with  and  fpokc  freely  to 

.him.  He  begged  I  would  ftay  with  him  conftantly*  Mr.  H. 
came  fcveral  times  to  vifit  him,  alfo  Mr.  D,  the  Preacher, 
Every  vifit  was  attended  with  a  bleffing.  Arch- Deacon  L.  M, 
like  wife  vifited  him,    and  gave  him  the  holy  communion. 

The  whole,  tenor  of  his'difpoCition  was  now  changed:  for  the 
/hierciful  Lord  foon  witneffed  to  his  foul,  that  he  did  not  fedc 
•his  Face  in  vain,  and  *  affurcd  his  confcience  of  her  part  in  the 
.Rcdeemer*s  blood.*  Not  many  days  before,  thofe  who  beheld 
him,  faw  him  hanging  down  his  head ; — ^an  air  of  fullen  deje61ion 
jor  peevifh  difcontent,  contracted  his  brows  in  perpetual  frowns ; 
•and  ^ep  melancholy  brooded  on  his  pale  and  altered  counte- 
nance. But  now,  gentlenefs,  ferenity,  peace,  even  the  peace  of 
God  which  paiTes  all  underftanding,  irradiated  his  happy  coun- 
jfenance.  Goo  poared  his  mighty  confolations  into  his  foul: 
The  fting  of  death  ;  — the  fenfe  of  unpardoned  guilt,  —  was  re- 
moved :  The  love  of  God  filled  his  foul ;  and  faith  in  Jefus 
C)hi^  difpelled  all  his  fears. 

He  was  now  as  remarkable  for  refignation,  fubmiflTion  to  God, 
•patience,  gentlenefs,  love,  and  every  heavenly  temper,  as  he 
rhad.  been  for  their  reverfe.  He  told  me,  ^<  My  fi(;knefsisa 
-<*  precious  inlHnee  of  divine  mercy.  Had  1  been  <;ut  off  by  a 
• «  fhort  acute  difeafe,  I  muft  have  been  loft  for  ever  !  but  GoD 
<*  has  fantStified  this  lingering  afflidion  to  my  eternal  falvation." 
^The  happincfs  of  his  mind  produced  a  temporary  fufpenfipn  of 
«his  difeafe  :  for  near  a  fortnight  he  was  fo  much  better,  that  wc 
all  had  hopes  of  his  life,    -  But  this  made  no  change  in  his  mind. 

His 
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Bis  foul  had/ bid  an  everlaftlng  farewellto  worldly  hopes  and. 
fears  ;  he  ftitl  rejoiced  in  hope  of  th«  glory  of  God. 

About  three  week?  before  his  departure,  Mr.  H.  ciamc  one 
Sunday  morning  to  fee  him.     The  powci-  of  God  fo  filled  the*- 
place,  and  refted  on  my  fon,  and  indeed  on  all  prcfent,  that  it 
ivill  be  long  remembered  by  us.     He  was  fo  full  of  the  divine 
energy,  that  while  Mr.  H.  prayed,  he  prayed  aloud,  and  rejoiced 
with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory.      His  foul  \f as  fully  re- 
newed in  the  Image  of  him  who  created  it.     He  declared  that 
Odd  had  ^iven  him  the  full  aflurance  of  falvation.      From  this 
happy  moment,  he  continued  a  witnefs  of  the  power  of  God  to 
fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  to  him  for  the  renewal  of  their 
nature,  through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift.     There  was  nothing  forced 
or  fluduating  in  his  joy  or  peace  :    All  was  calmj  rational,  and 
divine.    The  morning  of  his  departure  he  was  for  a  confiderable 
time  ftru^ling  to  fpit.    I  obfervcd  his  neck  convulfed,  and  faid, 
**  My  dear,  do  not  diftrefs  yourfelf :    you  cannot  bring  up  the 
phlegm  :  this  is  the  laft  fymptom."     "  God  grant  it,"  he  re- 
plied.    I  then  told  him  he  was  dying  ;  "  Thank  God,"  replied 
the  happy  fufFerer  :  "  BleflFed  be  God,  Tarn  glad  of  it.  0  Lord, 
let  it  be  foon  !  "        He  prefently  loft  his  fpcech.      His  agony 
was  fevere  for  about  half  an  hour.       His  wKple  countenance 
beamed  with  ferenity  :    his  eyes  were  fo  glorioufly  bright,  that  I 
cannot  defcribe  their  look  ;    they  were  lifted  up  to  heaven  with 
an  unfpeakable  expreflion  of  beatitude  and  fervour :    His  lips 
moved  as  in  prayer ;    but  I  could  hear  no  wofds,  only  once  or 
twice,  *^My  Gcd!''    Sometimes  he  would  bend  his  looks  on  me, 
full  of  love  and  fwcetnefs.     I  kneeled  down  and  commanded  his 
departing  fpirit  to  his  GoD,  and  ihy  God^     Then  riflng,  I  put 
my  hand  in  his,  and  faki,.  "  If  in  this  awful  moment  your  foul 
IS  delivered  from  every  fear  and  terror,  and  if  you  have  Chrift 
with  you,    prefs  my  hand.*'      He  applied  his  fore-finger  and 
thumb,  and  preffed  it :    And  in  about  five  minutes  after  he  fell 
afleep.    He  departed  the  7,*]^  of  July,  aged  twettty-one  years. 

In  this  glorious  and  awful  moment;  yea,  through  the  whole 
of  this  fcenc,  not  a  tear,  a  groan,  an  unbecoming  expreflion  of 
grief  efcaped  me.  I  continued  for  fome  time  gazing  on  the 
Ufelefs  face  of  my  fon.  The  clay  fiill  prefcrved  an  impreflioi\ 
of  the  bleffednefs  of  its  late  inhabitant.  Then  in  a  tranfport 
of  gratitude,  I  poured  out  my  foul  in  praife  and  thankfgiving 
to  Him  whofe  wonder-working  hand  had  brought  my  child  into 
exiftence,  and  enriched  his  foul  with  his  grace  ;  and  after  fitting 
'him  for  the  inheritanoe  of  the  faints  in  Hgfit,  had  early  rcfcucd 
him  from  this  miferable  world,  and  received  him  to  his  cvcr- 
lafting  rcftl  Happy,  happy  foul  !;thy  fufferings  are  all  at  ant 
^nd  :  thou  haft'foon  finifecd  thr  courfe.     The  cn4  of  thy  being? 

is 
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it  aafwered.  Thy  truth,  gencrofity,  and  all  thofe  excellehctd* 
chat  bade  fair  to  make  thee  (htne  in  this  world,  are  not  loft ;  they 
sure  now  direded  to  their  beft  Objedl,  perfeded  jto  the  moft  glo- 
Bous  ufe,  and  will  grow  and  flourifh  to  all  eternity ! 

For  near  two  hours  I  felt  no  forrow^  no  regret.  My  foul, 
wound  up  to  a  rapturous  contemplation  of  his  triumi^ant  end, 
was  abforbed  in  the  view  it  had  of  his  happinefs*  The  mother 
was  loft  in  the  believer.  .  But  foon  all  this,  exertion  began  to 
flag.  The  moft  heart-finkmg,  painful  diftrefs,  poflfefied  my  mind. 
I  proftrated  myfelf  at  the  feet  of  him  who  wiept  at  the  grave 
of  Lazarus.  I  poured  my  iighs,  my  tears,  my  lamentations  into 
his  bofom.  God  gave  me  fubmiftion.  I  could,  and  I  can  fay, 
**  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  bleffedbe  the 
Name  of  the  Lord." 

This  awful  and  merciful  Providence  has  made  a  deep  im- 
preffion  on  all  my  children.  My  cldeft  fon  has  alfo  been  chofcn 
in  the  furnace  of  affliAion :  he  fecks  the  kingdom  of  God  ancf 
his  righteoufnefs.  Laft  Sunday  he  firft  met  in  Clafs  ;  his  foul 
is  *all  iij  earncft  to  glorify  his  God  ;  and  I  hope  to  fee  him  a 
witnefs  of  the  power  of  vital  religion.  One  of  my  daughters 
has  alfo  chofen  the  better  part :  this  day  (he  fkft  met  her  Clafs : 
And  the  Spirit  of  God  is  ftriving  with  my  two  remaining  daugh- 
ters, whom  I  hope  will  alfo  become  his  children. 

My  fituation  is  diftrefling,  but  Gon  knows  my  wants  :  When 
human  help  fails,  he  often  extends  his  merciful  and  ready  help 
in  our  extremity.  I  would  not  be  without  afflidion.  O  the 
bkffings,  the  mercies,  that  fpring  from  adverfity !  My  Got)  fees 
my  wants,  knows  my  fituation.  When  the  end  is  anfwcred,  he 
will  deliver  me  and  mine.  Who  would  have  thought  that  fo 
much  good  (hould  fpring  from  fo  much  evil  ?  But  if  we  could 
fufFer  much  more,  the  falvation  of  my  fon  makes  rich  amends 
for  all. 

This  providence  has  been  much  bleffed  to  my  foul :  it  now 
centers  in  God  ;  looks  through  this  cloud  of  affli(ftion  to  that 
place  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the 
weary  are  at  reft.  Such  is  the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  in  all  thcfc 
cxercifes  of  faith  and  patience,  my  health  has  not  fuffered:  I 
am  as  ftrong  and  as  capable  of  bufinefs  as  ever  :  only  my  hair 
is  grown  more  grey,  and  I  have  more  wrinkles  in  my  face. 
But  even  the  head-achs  I  was  fubjeflt  to,  haya  left  njc ;  fo  true 
it  is,  that  God  gives  ftrcngth  according  to  our  day. 
.  My  fon  died  at  my  little  copntry-houfc  at  L.  I  often^go  there, 
and  fleep  in  the  room  and  bed  which  was  the  fcene  of  his  re- 
pentance, converfion,  triumph  over  death,<  and  entrance  into  a 

blefl'ed  immortality.     There,  all  alone,  in  the  ftiJlAefs  of  tl^e 
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iliight^  I   «Djoy  &di  I^ppf  momients,  fuph  an  abilradion  frqjpft 
earthly   eare$  ^4  forrowsy  fi^ch  a  calm  intisrcourfe  with  Gqq^ 
.and  fuch  glorious  hopes  fi/ll  qi  immortality^  as.are  betltir-felt 
than  ^^icfiNd.  .  .*..    ^  .     ..♦ 

I  Have  written  a  long  lefter;  but  fliall  make  no  apology  for  ii: 
the  fubjedt  dcfcrves  it.  Shall  I  not-foon  bear  fsom  you?.  Majr 
you  dlfo>  my  Brother^  rejoice  that  faWation  is  come. to  ybar 
houfc.  May  you  fee '  your  .iol|ildren  made'lGtois  children,  by 
adoption  a^d-  grace. '  My  .deajr  lova  to  Mr^f  P.;  •  I  jktpj  .  jour 
truly  afie^ignale, 


Mir 
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[  Cnitinuid  from  pag4  553.  ] 

CHAP.  VII.  Account- of  the  Diet  of  Augsburg.  Firmn^i  df 
the  EI0qr  of  Saxony.  Mehn^hbn  writes  the  Jugsktrg:  Qd^ 
fe£ton.'  His  fpirit  and  coridu^  in  Harhus  Gbkferences.  -Cruel 
£di^,  Protefiant  League  at  Smahald,  'Scriptures  franUated 
into  different  Languages,  Perfecuiion  in  France.  M^lm^hon 
invited  thither  hy  Psancts  /.  and  info  £ngJund  by  Henfy  VHI. 

THE  Diet  of  Augflburg,  fo  celebrated  for  'Ae  Gbnfeflioh  of 
Faith,  ^hich  was '  th/rc  firft  prefentcd'  to  the  WfJrtcf  by  tfie 
Proteftants,  was  opened  June  30^  ^53^' 

The  hemes  of  the  Refoo-mers^  undfcrteod,  oKre^  jcefj^er^d  yi 
that  excellent  pri^ccjj  john,.E!je^or  gf  Saxoiiy.*  Every  .atteri^t 
was  ^»a4c^tb•lhake  hjs  ltedf;fiflaefs,  and  fla^t^ms,  ai^'mow 
were  employed,  tp  hring  him  pver  .t^  ,t/)e  Catnoliclc  iijterefts  • 
but-  as  he  adled  frpn;^.  principle  ai)d  qonvI6lion>  tbbfe  ^t^rtip^ 
fervcd  only  to  reflieft.  fliafnc.  a/id  difhpi^owr  uppn  his  e^ejoic^. 
Tl^  EJieiior,  on  the  jother  hand,  did  every  ti^^ingjri  his  ^ower 
to  giyc  life  a^d  ftfei^th  to  the  jProieftant  Caufe ;  iand  lie 
charged  thofe  rfivincs,  whg  Jittende;<l  the  Diet  at  bis  requeft, 
feithfully  to  direft  all  their  attentio;!  to  the  honour  of  GO0, 
without  -regarding  his  p'erfon,  his  interefts,  or  his  dominions. 
The  Reformer^,  on  their  part,  w^ere  forward  to  maitifeft  their 
«eal  and  ftedfaftnefs  on  this  important  <Kcafion.  **  Will  your 
highnefs,"  faid  they,  in  an  affediionate  interview  with  the 
Eleftor,  **  fta^d  by  and  afllft  ,us,  or  leave  us  to  maintain  the 
caufcfpf  G<?i)  before  the  Emperor?"  "  My  friends,  replied 
be,  with  a  noble  elevation,  God  forbid !  I  alfo  with  you  will 
confefs  my  LorivCjf^rist." 

Thoi^  Lythcr  W0$  not, at  the  Diet,  it  was  however  judged 
.^pcdicyt^t   that  he  fliould   be   near  at  hand,   in  the  caftle  of 
Voii*  XXi  4^p.c..f797.  Cpbourg^ 

4  L 


•598  tiFE  OF  PHILIP  MELANCTttON- 

'Coboiirg,   that  his  advice  might  more  eafily  be  taken  in  diffi- 

♦  cult  points.  Mclanflhon  was  now  acting  at  the  head  of  the 
Protcftant  Divines,  and  he  had  the  chief  di region  of  every 
thing  that  related  to  religion.      It  was  firft  concluded  that  it  would 

:bc  a  wife  and   falutary  meafurfc  to  prfefent  to  the  Diet  a  clear 

•  and  diftiftft  account  of  the  daftrines  and  principles  of  the 
-.Reformation)  which  at  that  time  were  but  ill  underftoodj  and 
'  had  often  been  fhamefully  mifreprefented. 

*  Melandlhon  'was  therefore  requeued  by  the  princes  to  un- 
dertake  this  work,  which  from  the  place  where  it  was.pre- 
fcnted,  has  ever  fince  been  known  by  the  rtame  of  the 
Augsburg  Conftffi^.  The  work  itfelf  confifts  of :  twenty-eight 
chapters/  and  is  divided  into  two  parts;  the  firft,  which  is  by 
far  the  largeft,    contains  a  general  view  of  the  dodrines  and 

"  principles  wjiich  were  maintained  by  the  Reformers ;  thefe  arc 

.followed,,  in  the  fecond,   by  a  demonftration  of  the  errors  and 

abufes,   complained   of  by   the  Proteftants,  and  which. obliged 

•  th«ni  to  diffcnt  from  the  church  of  Rome.  It  is  allowed,  on 
all  hands,  that  Melandlhon   has   reprefented  the  fentiments  of 

.the  Jlefonncrs  with  great  elegance,  perfpicuity  and  ftrengtb. 

After  fome  oppofition,  the  PrQteftants  obtained  permifiionto 
prefent  to  the  Diet,  this  general  view  of  their  principles.  In 
confequence  of  which,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  Scflion,  Chrif- 
ti^n  iWer,  Chancellor  of  Saxony,  was  appointed  to  read  the 
'Confeflion  of  Augfburg  before  the  Emperor  and  the  affemblcd 
Princes.  It  was  heard  with  the  deepeft  attention :  fome  were 
confirmed  in  the  principles  they  had  embraced,  others  were 
furprized  and  undeceived ;  and  niany,  who  were  ffrangers  to 
the  truth,  which  had  been  ftudloufly  concealed  from  them, 
were  deliffhted  and  charmed  with  the  purity  and  fimplicity  of 
the  ehriftian  dodrine.  A  copy  of  this  Confeflion,  figncd  by 
the  EleAor  of  Saxony^  four  Princes  of  the  Empire,  and  two 
Imperial  Cities,  were  delivered  to  the  Emperor. 

The  Catholics  who  had  reafon  to  fear  the  effefts  of  this 
.  meafure,  employed  one  Faber  to  draw  up  a  refutation  of  the 
Proteftant  Confeflion  \  which  proceeding  on  the  principles  of 
the  Romifh  church,  could  not  fail  to  produce  much  diffatis- 
faclion  in  the  friends  of  the  Reformation.  It  foon  appeared 
that  the  fupport  of  a  worldly  fyftem,  and  not  the  pure  Gofpel 
of  the  Son  of  Go©  was  the  great  objedl  ©f  moft  in  the  Af- 
fembly;  and  as  numbers  will  always  have  an  undue  weighty 
with  .thofe  who  have  neither  principle  nor  course  fufficicnt 
.  to  withftand  error,  the  Emperor,  fwayed  by  the  Catholics,  in- 
fifted  an  implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  dodrines  contained  in 
Faber's  reply,  and  forbad  the  Proteflants  to  publiih  any  for- 
tlier.  writings.  *• 

Trudi 
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Truth  mfpires  good  men  with  courage  and  perfeveiancc* 
The  Proteftants,  aiTured  of  the  validity  of  their  caufe  from 
r^afon  and  Scripturci  offered  to  demonflrate  the  fpphiftry  and. 
infufficiency  of  the  arguments  employed  by  Faber,  and  M^ith 
that  view  requcfted  to  have' a  copy- of  his  reply.  This  reafon- 
able  requeft  was  refufed  by  the  Emperor.  Melanfthon  waf 
therefore  obliged  to  anfwer  the  arguments  employed  by  hi» 
antagohift,-  from  mere  recolleftion,  and  he  publlihed  an  ex- 
cellent Confutation  of  the  Catholic  reply,  under  the  title  of 
*'  An  Apology  for  the  Cohfeffion  of  Augiburg.'* 

There  were  three  ways  of  bringing  thefe  religious  difTcrenccs 
to  a  conclufion :  The  firft  and  moft  rational,  was,  by  granting 
liberty  of  confcience  to  thofe  who  could  not  fubmit  to  the 
church  of  Rome :  the  fecond  was  cruel  indeed,  by  compulfion 
and  the  fword,  which  doubtlefs  would  have  producecl  many 
confeffors  and  martyrs :  the  third,  was  propofed  by  the  mode- 
rate men,  who  were  defirous  that  both  parties,  by  relinquifliin^ 
fomething  of  their  rcfpe61ive  claims,  fhould  endeavour  to  come 
to  an  accommodation.  .  The  adherents  of  the  church  of  Rome 
'^ere  for  compulfipn  and  the  fword,  but  in  this  they  were 
withftood  by  the  Emperor ;  the  laft  method  therefore  was 
adopted,  and  various  conferences  were  inftituted. 

It  required,  however,  but  little  penetration  to  forefee  what 
would  be  the  final  iffue.  MelartiShon  was  in  great  diftrefs  of 
mind ;  without  wer^  fightings,  within  were  fears :  Luther, 
who  knew  his  fituation,  wrote  in  the  moft  animating  manner 
to  encourage  him  in  the  prcfent  warfare.  **  In  private  con- 
fiids,  faith  he,  you  are  ftrong,  and  I  am  weak,  but  in  public, 
I  am  ftronger  than  you.  You  defpife  your  ©wn  life,  but 
tremble  for  the  caufe  of  God.  I  have  no  fear  with  regard  to 
this.  The  threatnings  of  the  enemy  I  value  not  a  rufti.  If 
we  fall,  Christ,  the  Lord  and  Ruler  of  the  world,  falleth 
with  us ;  and  I  had  rather  fall  with  Cbrift  than  reign  with 
C«far." 

Various  conference*  were  held  between  men  of  eminence  oa 
both  fides,  and  every  attempt  was  made  to  recopcile  the  con- 
tending parties,  but  in  vain ;  for  to  reconcile  truth  with  error 
was  impoflible.  <*  It  was  in  thefe  conferences,  to  ufe  the 
language  of  an  eminent  hiftorian,  that  the.fpirit  J^nd  character 
of  MelanAHon  appeared  in  their  genuine  colours ;  and  it  wasi 
here  that  the  votaries  of  the  church  of  Rome,  exhaufted  their 
efforts  to  gain  over  this  pillar  of  the  Reformation.  WhiU 

his  adverfarics  foothed  him  with  fair  words,  he  feemed  toi 
melt  as  they  fpgke,  and  in  fome  meafurc  to  yield  to  their 
Remands;  ^ut  when  they  mad?  ufe  of  imperious  language  and 
menacing  terms,    then  did   Mclanfthon  appear  in  a  very  dif^ 
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fcrent  point  of  light;  then  a  (pirtt  of  intrepidity  arfmated-all 
his  -words  and .  adfions,  and  he  Ipoked  down  -with  contempf 
pn  Jh^  threats  of"  power  and  tSc  fear  of  death," 

,  After  this  reHgiQUs  warfare  had  continued  for  fome  timcy 
irith  Iktle  hope  of  iucopfs^  fhf  ftronger  p?irty  began  to  think 
^f  compolfion  and  the  fecular  power.  The  tranfadtions  of  this 
Diet  were  furely  very  diflioppuiablc  to  the  adverfaric^  of  our 
^t^Ct  holy  Teljgion,  ,and  there  never  was  a  more  fignal  confli<£k 
between  truth  and  error,  intereft  and  confcience.  As  foon  as 
the  Emperor  had  heard  the  Articles  pf  the  Auglbin'g  Con- 
iF(?fllon, :  he  t)penly  declared,  notwithftanding  the  part  that  he 
.  ifted,  that  he.  wiflied  that  this  doftrine  might  be  taught 
throughout  the  world.  Eccius  confcffed  publickly,  that  the 
f  roteflants  could  not  be  confuted  out  of  Scripture.  And  it  is 
a  fa<a,-  that  the  Eledpr  of  Mentz,  having  by  accident  met 
TOth  a  Bible,  xontlnued  to  read  it  ifor  fome  hours,  till  at  length 
being  interrupted  by  one  of  his  pounfellors,  who  exclaimed 
^*  What  doth  your  highnefs  with  that  book  ?"  the  Archbiftiop 
tpncftly  replied,  **  I  know  not  what  this  book  is,  bvit  fufe  I  ^mi 
;|I1  that  is  written  therein  is  quit^  againft  us  !  " 

This  Diet,  however,  wa6  wonderfully  over-ruled  by  the 
Providence  of  Gpb,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gofpel ;  for  by 
!he  Emperor's  fpecial  command,  the  Confeffion  pf  Apgfburg 
was  fepl  to  all  kings,  princes^  ftates,  and  jjniverfities  in  Europe  ; 
tothat  a  more  cffeftual  method  for  the  fudden  and  ^idc  diffufioH 
pf  the  Truth,  can  fcanre  be  conceived :  Thus,  are  the  wife 
9ften.  taken  in  their  «wn  araftinefs,  and  the  worjl  pf  the  Lord 
ofttn  runs  and  w  glorified,  nptwithft^nding  aU.lhp  oppofition 
0f  its  mod  formidable  enemies. 

A  fevere  ledidt  was  notwithftanding  ilfued,  on  Jj^cnr.  29th, 
fn  the  abfence  pf  the  Eledlor  pf  Sa>cony,  and  the  Landgrave  of 
Hcffe,  fhe  two  great  fuppPrters  pf  the  Reformation,  in  which 
all  the  changes  introduced  intp  the  Proteftant  dominions,  were 
/everefy  cenifutedV  the  edi<ft  pf  Worms  was  revived  with  ad- 
t9itiona,l  fe verity  :  and  an  imperial  Order  waa  fubjoincd,  in  which 
art  the  Printes  /nd  Sti^tes  vMch  had  thrown  off  t*ie  papal  yoke, 
Wei-c  comitianded  inftantly  to  'return  to  tlieir  allegiance,  and 
to  fubmit  'tp  "the  church  of  Rome,  under  pain  of  the  Epope- 
tor's  high  difpleafure.  ' 

.;  No  fooncr  wei-e  the  Eledlpt  pf  Saxony  and  the  other  Pto- 
teftHht  ""Princes  and  States, '  informed  of  this,  than  they  inr 
raotly  iffembled  t6  deliberate,  fir^  at*  Smalcald,  and  after- 
wards at  Ffancfort,  *  on  the  rheafure^  prober  for  -^eir  mutual 
pefence.  A  ToTertin  league  was  formed  a)gainft  the  dangers  which 
fbjj  threate^^^  "^he  ki^gs  pf^thglsftid,' Denmark,  and 
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yrailc*,   with  fevcral  ofher  States  and  Rqpubik^,  were  inVited 
tc  join  in  the  confederacy. 

While  things  wore  this  formidable  afpedt,  and  were  mani- 
fcflly  verging  towards  an  open  rupture,  the  Reformers  afting 
as  K)ns  of  peace,  employed  all  their  influence  to  avert  the 
horrors  of  war  :  And  God  heard  their  cries  :  and  at  length 
by  the  mediation  of  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  of  Mcntz,  a  treaty 
of  peace  was  concluded  at  Nuremberg,  in  1532,  between  the 
contending  parties  ;  in  Ti^fhich  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  Em*- 
peror  fhbuld  annul  both  the  edifks  of  Worms  and  of  Augjlburg-, 
and  that  the  Protectants  (hoiild  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their 
doArine  and  difcipline,  till  a  rule  of  faith  fhould  be  fixed,  either 
hy  a  general  Council,  or  an  I-mperial  Diet. 

While  Providence  thus  gracioufly  intcrpofed,  and  one  de- 
liverance was  vouchfafed  to  the  Reformers  after  another,  thejr 
tvere  affiidled  by  the  unexpe<Sed  death  of  the  good  Eleftor  of 
Saxony.  This  occafioned  Luther  to  fay,  "  Wifdom'died  ^^Ith' 
Frederick,  and  Piety  with  the  Eleftor  John.'*  He  was  fucceeded 
by  his  fon,  John  Frederick,  a  man  of  talents,  but  eminently  un« 
fuccefsful  in  his  undertakings  His  misfortunes,  however,  were 
jnyfterioufly  ©v^r-ruled  by  him,  who  ordereth  all  things  after 
the  council  of  his  will,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gofpel,  and 
the  final  eftablifhment  of  the  Reformation  in  tJermany. .  Thus, 
though  all  flefli  is  grafs,  and  all  the  glory  thereof  Kke  the  flower 
pf  the  field,  yet  tl^e  Word  of  the  Lord  liveth  and  abideth 
For  ever, 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  give  lome  account  of  the  trajiflation  of 
the  Bible  into  the  modern  languages  of  Europe.  As  nothing  tends 
more  effediually  to  eftablifli  the  iouls  of  men  in  the  Truth,  than 
the  frequent  reading  and  meditating  on  the  Scriptures,  and  no*  . 
thing  conduces  more  to  their  growth  in  grace,  and  the  knowledge 
pf  our  lU)rd  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  the  Reformers  were 
early  convinced  of  the  implPfrtance  of  furni/hing  mankind  with 
the  Word  of  God  in  their  own  language.  Befides,  as  they  prp^ 
feffed  to  all  the  world,  that  the  Reformation  proceeded  on  the 
authority  of  the  facred  Scriptures  alone,  by  this  means,  the 
pepple  would  be  able  effedbiaUy  to  judge  for  themfelves. 

In  a  work,  however,  of  fuck  importance,  much  cautix>n  aiU 
circumfpcdKon  were  neceffary,  as  well  as  abiKfcy,  zeal,  peffe- 
verance,  and  fidelity.  Here  it  was  peculiarly  .neceflary  to  guard 
againft  all  ralhnefs,  and  precipitation*  Though  the  'Refer mere 
had  early  and  diligently  applied  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
Scriptures  in  the  original  languages,  it  was  not  till  eleven  years 
had  elapfed,  that  an  entire  tranflation  x>f  them  was  prcfcntedto 
the  world.  This,  like  other :  difficult  undertakings,  proeeeded 
gradually  \  and  by  careful  and  diligent  revifion  became  more  and 
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tnorc  excellent  and  complete.  The  New  Teftamcnt  ^at  pub* 
liflied  by  Luther,  after  it  had  been  revifed  by  Mebn<ahon,  in 
1522,  The  Pentateuch  was  tranflated  next,  after  that  the  Pfalms, 
then  the  Prophets,  and  fo  on  till  the  whole  was  completed. 
Different  paits  were  publiftied  in  different  years,  but  we  do  not 
find  that  the  whole  Bible  was  coUefted  together  till  1534. 

Luther  wifely  called  in  to  his  affiftance  Mcian^Sthon,  and 
other  profeffors,  that  each  might  contribute  towards  the  per-? 
feftion  of  the  whole.  Their  method  was,  to  affemble  from  time 
to  time,  when  each  came  prepared,  by  having  previoufly  ftudicd 
the  paiticular  parts  of  Scripture  which  were  then  under  con- 
fideration,  Sonie  of  the  profeffors  excelled  in  an  acquaintance 
with  the  Chaldee  Paraphrafes,  others  in  the  Rabbinical  writers  j 
while  others  brought  various  lights  from  t^e  Greek  Septuagint, 
,and  the  fragments  of  Aqulla,  Symmachus,  and  Theodotion, 
Luther,  who  prefided,  had  always  before  him  the  Hebrew  Bible, 
the  Latin  Vulgate,  and  his  own  manufcript  Verfion.  And  thus- 
they  proceeded  to  examine  the  whole,  fentencc  by  fentence; 
till  after  fufficient  deliberation^  it  was  agreed,  either  t^  confirm, 
tb*.  alter,  corre^Sl, ,  or  improve  the  tranflation,  as  o(icafion  re- 
.quixed. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  zeal  and  fidelity  of  Luther,  in  the 
';pfofecution  of  his  work.  He  examined  various  gems  in  the  Elec- 
tor's palace,  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  the  better  to  tranflatc 
thofe  parts,  where  precious  ftones  are  mentioned.  He  obtained 
much  information  from  the  Librarian,  refpedling  different  fpecie§ 
of  infeSs  and  reptiles,  as  well  as  of  wild  beads  and  rapacious 
birds.  Various  animals  were  alfo  differed  at  his  houfc,  that  by 
examining  their  different  parts  he  might  reprcfent  the  ancient 
facrifices  with  more  accuracy ;  and  fo  anxious  was  he  con- 
fcientioufly  to  difchargc  his  duty,  that  he  'declai-cd  to  his  friends, 
that  he  had  fometimes  employed  fourteen  or  fifteen  days  befofC 
Tic  could  fatisfy  himfeif  in  tranflating  a  fingle  word.  Mankind, 
perhaps,  do  not  always  fufficiently  confider,  how  much  Ve  are 
indebted  to  the  labours  of  thofe  great  and  excellent  men,  who 
have  fo  difintereftedly  fpent  their  lives  in  promoting  our  fpiri- 
tual'  and  eternal  advantage. 

It  was  by  fuch  a  gradual  progreffion,  that  at  length,  thra' 
the  bleffing  of  God,  that  Verfion  was  completed,  which  is  to 
this  day  viewed  with  admiration  by  the  moft  learned  and  ju* 
diciousmen.  The  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament,  which  is 
not  equal  to  the  Old,  is  pronounced,  by  one  of  the  moft 
•competent  judges  in  Europe,  the  late  Profeffor  Michaelis,  to  be 
only  inferior  to  the  ancient  Syriack  Verfion,  which  he  judges  to 
be  the  beft  in  the  world.  The  Bible  foon  began  to  be  tran- 
ilatcd  into  all  the  languages  of  the  different  nations  of  Europe^ 
•wherever  the  Reformation  extended  its. influence.  But  moft  tf 
the  Verfions  bear  a  ftrong  refemblance  to  that  of  Luther. 

Hitbeittt 
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Hithetto  .the  Reformers  had' been  w^dcrfully  proferyed  froin 
the  power  of  their  enemies,   but  in  1534,   fome  of  their  bre- 
thren wercicalled  to  fufFer  martyrdom  iii  France.     ..Und^r  the 
^rote<£lJon   of  the   Queen  of   Navarre,    many   had   beert   en- 
.courage4  to  propagate  the  Truth  in  various  places,  till  at  length 
it  reached  Paii^,  aijd  was  embraced  by  fome  of  the  Dodors  of 
the  Sorbonne.      Francis  L  however^  who  was  blindly  devoted 
.to.  the  Sec  of  Rome,  was  fo  irritated  by  fopie  papers  that  had 
.been  publiflied  againft  the  Mafs,   that  he  ordered  a  great  pro- 
^cefliQn,    in  ,iybkh  he.  aflifted   himfelf,  carrying  a  torch  in  his 
hand,    v^rith  three   of  his   children, .  and  commanded  eight  of 
the,Proteftants  10  be  burnt  alive  in  four  of  the  principal  parts 
of  the   city.     Strange  however  as  it  may  feem,  the  following 
year,    this   very   man   fent  a  prefling   invitation  to  Philip  Me- 
landlhon,    to  come   into   his   kingdom,   in   order  to  calm  the 
minds  of  his  fubjedls  with  refpedl  to  their  religious  differences, 
and    to    point   out  fome  method   for   the   reftoration  of  peace 
amongft  them.     Melanfthon^  who  entertained  fome  hope  that 
a  check  miglir  be  given  to  the  pe^fecuting  fpirit,  amongft  the  men 
in  power,  would  have  gone  into  France,  had  it  met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony  ;    but  finding  that  obftacles 
'were  thrown  in  his  way,   he   confidered   it  as  .an  intimation  of 
the  will  of  Providence,  and  fubmitted.      About  the  fame  time, 
Henry  VIII.  difgufted  with  the  conduft  of  the  See  of  Rome, 
reipedling  the  divorce  of  Catharme  of  Arragon,  having  thrown 
off  the .  Pope's  fupremacy,  fent  likewife  a  prefling  invitation  to 
Melandlhon  to  come  over  to  England.      But  Melail61hon  re^ 
(pcAfully  declined  it;  for  he  began  to  difcover  that  paflion  and 
caprice  were  the  motives  from  which .  Henry  too  often  a6led. 
*«  I  had  much  rather,  faid  he,    writing  to  one  of  his  friends^ 
unite   in  the  warfare  of  thofe  who  are  fincerely  endeavouring 
with    all    their  might  to  promote  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
'the  church  of  Chrift  ^t  large." 

[  To  le  continuid.  ] 


Mr.  PiUNTiEs's  Shipwreck  on  the  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 
[^  Continued  from  pige  563.  ] 

IN  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  of  January,  the  wind  moderating, 
we  got  our  provifions,  and  whatever  littlo  matters  might  be 
of  fcrvice  to  us,  into  the  boat ;  and,  having  taken  leave  of  our 
.companions!,  fet  off  on  our  expedition.  Having  got  about  eight 
iniles  from  the  place  of  our  fliipwreck,  the  wind  began  to  ia- 
creafe  and  blow  very  hard  at  fouth-eaft,  which  was  immediately 
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bff  the  fliore.'  The  boat,  as  wtll  as  the  oars,  being  rronlB  of  the 
bcft,  we  were  on  the  point  of  being  blown  out  to  fea,  but  by 
dint  of  rowing  made  (hift  to  get  into  a  dee^  bay  abolit  a  mile 
a^head,  where  we  thought  we  might  pafs  the  night  with  fafety. 
Haying  got  every  thing  on  fhore,  we  hauled  our  boat  up  as  high 
as  our  ftrength  would  permit,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  fea  from  doing 
her  any  more  damage*  This  done,  wd  fct  to  work  in  lighting 
our  fire,  and  cutting  our  wood  for  the  night :  we  likewife  cut 
fome  pine-brailches,  the  fmallcr  of  which  ferved  us  to  lie -on, 
and  the  larger,  in  the  form  of  a  wigwam,'  to  fhelter  us  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weathier* 

The  place  we  had  landed  on  was  a  fine  fandy  beach,  with 
little  or  no  fnow  on  it.  Having  obfervcd  fome  fmall  pieces  of 
VoOd  caft  on  (hore  by  the  tide,  that  had  ibrmerly  been  cut  with 
an  axe,  and  a  number  cf  long  poles  fcattered  along  the  edge  of 
the  bank,  which  had  likeVife  been  cut  in  the  fame  manner,  I 
thought  it  likely  there  might  be  fonie  inhabitants  near  at  hand ; 
and  propofed,  as  foon  as  we  l>ad  taken  a  little  refrefhment,  to 
go  along  the  beach  to  a  high  point  of  lan^d  about  two  miles  dif- 
tance,  which  was  clear  of  wood,  and  appeared  to  be 'cultivated ; 
.'thinking  from  thence  we  might  make  fome  lifeful  difcoveries.  I 
accordingly  fct  out  foon  after  with  two  of  the  men  ;  and,  before 
We  had  proceeded  a  mile,  faw  the  remains  of  a  fhallop,  or  New- 
foundland fifbing-boat,  almoft  covered  with  fand,  which  feemcd 
to  have  been  fet  on  fire.'  This  gave  \is  hopes  of  difcovering 
fomething  elfc  to  our  fatisfaftion,  and  we  proceeded  as  faft  as  we 
could  to  the  point  of  land.  Having  gained  the  top  of  it,  we 
defcried,  to  our  inexprefllble  joy,  a  few  houfes  about  half  a  mile 
diftant,  towards  which  we  direifted  our  courfe,  having  no  doubt 
but  that  we  ftiould  now  meet  with  fome  relief ;  but  on  coming 
«p  to  them,  found  they  were  only  the  remains  of  fome  oM^ore- 
houfes,  which  had  been  built  there  for  the  Curing  of  cod-fiih, 
and  to  all  appearance  had  been  abandoned  fome  years  before. 

This  was  a  mortifying-difeppointmentto  us.  We  determined 
however  to  make  the  moft  of  our  difcovery ;  and  obfervinga 
number  of  old  calk's  lying  about  in  different  parts,  we  fearched 
them,  as  well  as  the  houfes,  very  minutely,  in  hopes  of  finding 
fbmc  provifioris ;  but  to  no  purpofe.  As  we  walked  along  the 
point,  we  gathered  about  a  quart  of  cranberries,  fome  of  which 
we  eat,  preferving  the  remainder  for  our  companions.  Having 
reconnoitred  every  part  of  this  point,  without  any  further  fuc- 
cefs,  wc  returned  to  our  boat,  and  communicating  the  difcoveries 
we  made  to  our  companions,  gave  them  their  (hare  Of  the  ber- 
ries we  had  gathered.  Even  thefe  dlfeoverics  gave  us  much  fatis- 
iadlion,  as  they  tended  to  confirm  our  hopes  of  finding  fome  in- 
fciabitams  in  the  courfe  oi  our  vop^e  alonj;  the  coaft<j 
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'  In  the  mean  time,  the  wind  came  round  to  the  north-weft^ 
«ind  tlew  with  fuch  violence  as  to  prevent  us  from  proceeding  on 
our  voyage.  It  continued  fo  for  two  days,  when,  happening  ta 
get  up  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  I  was  aftoniflied  on  obferving, 
while  the  wind  continued  blowing  as  hard,  as  ever,  that  the  fea 
v?as  entirely  without  agitation.  I  immediately  awoke  the  mate, 
'to  -inform  him  of  this  extraordinary  phasnomenon  ;  and  going, 
4own  the  beach  together  to  know  the  caufe,  we  found  the  fea  all 
covered  with  ice,  nothing  but  a  large  fheet  of  it  being  to  be  feen 
for  leagues  around.  This  was  an  alarming  circumftance,  as  it 
feemed  to  preclude  all  poflibility  of  proceeding  any  farther,  and 
might  give  us  caufe  even  to  regret  having  left  our  habitations  i 
for,  though  we  were  fo  near,  it  was  impoffible  to  return  by  landy 
beiides  other  impediments,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  fnoWy 
,which;:was  irapaflablc  unlefs  with  fnow-ihoes. 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  from  the  fame  quajter  for  two 
•days  longer  ;  and  at  length,  on  the  9th,  it  became  perfedlly 
calm.  Next  morning  the  wind  came  round  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
which  was  direftly  off  the.  land,  and  in  a  fliort  time  blew  ex- 
tremely hard,  fo  that  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  there  wa» 
nor  a  piece  of  ice  to  be  feeh  along  the  coaft,  the  whole  of  it 
being  blown  out  to  fea.  This  was  a  very  pkaling  fight  to  us,  as 
it  gave  us  a  profpedt  of  being  extricated  from  our  prefent  dreary 
fituation.  However,  the  violence  of  the  wind  prevented  us  from 
moving  till  the  nth  of  January,  when  the  weather  being  mo- 
derate, .  and  a  fine  light  brcexe  blowing  along  the  coaft,  we 
launched  our  boat  with  much  difBcqlty,  being  greatly  reduced 
in  ftrength  fbt  want  of  a  due  degree  of  nourifhment.  Having: 
got  round  the  clear  point  of  the  land,  we  hoifted  our  fail  and- 
put  before  the  wind. 

The  weather  being  very  moderate,  and  little  or  no  fea  run- 
ning, we  made  tolerable  way,  and  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
yv€  defcried  an  extremely  high  point,  about  feven  leagues  a- head,- 
with  a  continued  precipice  along  the  coaft,  fo  that  it  was  impot. 
fible  for  us  to  land  on  any  part  of  it,  before  we  came  to  that 
head-land.  This  made  it  very  dangerous  to  attempt  the  paflage  ;. 
for  if  the  wind  ftiould  happen  to  come  round  to  the  north- weft, 
we  muft  infallibly  have  periftied  amongft  the  rocks.  But  danger 
was  no  longer  an  objeft  to  be  confidercd  by  us.;  fo  we  got  but 
two  oars,  hot  beipg  able  to  ufe  any  more,  as  the  boat^^ad  been 
fo  much  damaged,  that  two  men  were  conftantly  employ^ed  in 
keeping  her  clear  of  .|.hc  water,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  a  fair 
wind  made  the  poin^'ktout  eleven  o'clock  at  night;  but  finding 
no  place  that  we  could  poflibly  land  on,  we  wen^c  obliged  tp 
Iceep  along  the  coaft  till  two  in  the  moratinj^,  when  the  wind  \tir- 
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creafirtg,  artd  a  ftony  beach  appeariTig^^n  wbicli  we  (bould  not 
haVe  thouglit  it  exp^cdicnt  to  land  had  tli^  wind  been  snCKjerate^ 
ive  were  obliged  to  put  aflipre,  and  immediately  got  our  pro- 
vifions  out  of  the  boat.  'The  beach  was  of  fomc  height  from 
the  furface  of  the  water,  the  fea  giving  beat  the  gravel  up  into  a 
kind  of  bank  ;  which  rendered  it  impoflible  for  us  to  haul  our 
boat  up.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  leav^her  tx)  the  mercy 
of  the  fea. 

The  place  where  we  landed  was  a  bea!ch  of  about  40a  yards  in 
length,  bounded  at  the  diftance  of  about  fifty  yards  from  the 
water's  edge  by  a  precipice  of  at  leaft  1 00  feet  in  height,  which 
inclofcd  it  on  all  fides.  If  the- wind  (hould  come  round  to  the 
north- weft,  we  knew*  that  we  (hould  be  entirely  deprived  of 
fhelter,  yet,  as  k  blew  toQ  frefli  for  us  to  attempt  putting  to  fea 
again,^we  were  obliged  ta  remain  there,  notwithftanding  thefe 
inconveniencics.  .- 

On  the  13th,  the  wind  came  round  to  the  north- weft,  and 
blowing  very  hard,  the  fea  beat  with  fuch  violence  againft  the 
fhore,  as  to  drive  our  boat  20  yards  higher  than  (he  wa^,  and  to 
beat  feveral  holes  in  her  bottom.  Now  was  the  time  for  us  to 
feel  all  the  miferies  of  our  prefent  fituation  ;  for  being  furrounded 
by  precipices,  which .  prevented  us  from  Sheltering  ourfelves  in 
the  woods,  and  having  fo  little  covering,  and  no  firing  but  what 
we  colIc<Sled  from  fome  pieces  of  timber,  which  floated  acci- 
dentally upon  the  ftiote,  we  could  but  juft  keep  ourfelves  from 
abfolute  freezing.  The  fame  weather  continued  for  eight  days, 
with  a  prodigious  fall  of  fnow,  a  circumftance  that  added  to  our 
©ther  inconveniencics.  At  length,  on  the  21ft,  the  weather  be- 
came more  moderate,  and  the  Inow  ceafed,  having  in  the  courfc 
of  this  laft  week  fallen  to  the  depth  of  three  feet  perpendicular. 
This  gave  us  an  opportunity .  of  cooking  our  provifions,  which 
we  had  done  but  once  fince  our  landing. '.  Even  this  was  a  great 
lofs  to  us,  as  the  water  that  the  meat  was  boiled  in  afforded  u^ 
almoft  as  much  nourifhment  as  the  meat  itfelf. 

Next  day  w6  contrived  with  much  labour  to  turn  our  boat 
halfway  over,  in  order  to  examine  the  damage  (he  had  received, 
which  wc  found  confidcrable  ;  the  coat  of  balfam  being  enrircly 
rubbed  off,  aud  feveral  holes  made  in  her  bottom.  Wecxpeded 
the  ice  would  go  to'fca,  as  it  had  done  onc«  before,  whenever 
the  w!nd  ftiould  come  round  to  the  fouthward ;  and  therefore 
thought,  if  we  could  but  get  our  boat  repaired,  that  we  might 
ftill  have  fome  chance  of  meeting  with  inhabitants.  But  the 
great  difficulty  was  how  to  repair  it ;  for  we  had,  no  pitch  or  balr 
.  fam  left,  and  but  little  dry  oakhum,  which  was  of  no  fenriceto 
^  us  without  the  former.  After  trying  various  methods,  we  atlafr 
gave  it  up  as  a  thing  entirely  inapra^cable,  and  began  to  turn 
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OUT  thoughts  towards  fome  other 'means  of  getting  out  of  this 
bleak  and  barren  place,    to  feardi  "^for  relief  in  an  inhabited 
country,  . 

Though  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  climb  the  precipice  by 
which  we  were  encompaffed,^  yet,  if  we  were  determined  to 
abandon  our  boat,  we  imagined,  that  we  might  eafily  get  into 
the  woods,  by  walking  aloQg  the  (horc  up^on  the  ice,  which  ftill 
covered  the  fea,  and  had  ftrength  fufficient  to  bear  any  weight- 
In  fad  the  mate  and  I  propofed  walking  a  few  miles  on  it,  in 
order  to  ^lake  the  experiment.  We  accordingly  fet  out,  and 
had  not  proceeded  far  before  we  came  to  th€  entrance  of  a  river, 
and  a  fine  fandy  beach,'  where,  had  our  good  fortune  direfted  u,s 
to  land,  we  might  have  lived  more  comfortably,  and  have  pre- 
ferved  our  boat.  But  what  was  to  be  done  now  that  we  could 
get  into  the  woods  ?  Wc  could  not  think  of  walking  acrofs  them 
in  iearch  of  a  cultivated  country  :  befides  that  we  fliould  be  en- 
tirely ignorant  how  to  direct  our  courfe,  the  depth  of  fnow,, 
which  had  by  this  time  increafed  to  fix, feet  in  the  wood,  ren- 
dered it  impofitble  for  us  to  travel  without  fnow-{hoes.  After 
Confulting  together,  we  at  laft  came  to  a  refolution  of  taking  the 
next .  day  what  provifions  we  had  upon  our  backs,  and  coafting 
along  the  ice,  till  we  could  difcpver  fomc  inhabitants,  expeijling^ 
from  its  prefent  appearance  of  ftrength,  that  it  would  remain  for 
fome  time  longer  :  and  the  wind  having  drifted  the  greateft  part 
of  the  fnow  off  it,  we  computed  that  we  (hould  be  able  to  walk 
about  ten  miles  a  day,  even  in  our  prefent  weak  and  reduced- 
condition. 

This  being  fully  refolved,  wc  were  to  fet  out  the  morning  of 
the  24th  ;  but  on  the  night  preceding  it,  the  wind  came  round 
to. the  fouth-eaft,  and  blew  hard,  attended  with  fnow  and  rain.; 
fo  that  in  the  mornrng,.  as  I  already  apprehended  would  be  the 
cafe,  that  whole  (beet  of  ice,  which  the  night  before  looked  fo 
firm,  was  demoliflied,  or  driven  out  to  fea.  Thus  were  all  our 
fchemes  fruftrated  — neither  ice  to  walk  on,  nor  boat  to  .carry  us 
through  the  water  ;  not  even  a  poflibility  of  moving  from  this 
place,  where  we  were  embayed,  and  furrounded  by  infurmount- 
able  precipices.  Thus  cirfuraftanced,  we  were  again  obliged  to 
turn  our  thoughts  towards  fome  fchemc  for  repairing  our  boat : 
upon  that  our  only  hope  depended.  We  had  plenty  of  oakum 
to  ftop  up  the  holes  and  feams,  but  nothing  to  fubftitute  in  the 
room  of  pitch,  to  prevent  the  water  from  penetrating.  I  at 
length  thought  of  a  plan,  which  I  imagined,  might  have  the 
wiftied-for  effedV,  namely,  that  of  throwing  water  over'  the 
oakum,  and  letting  it  freeze  into  a  cake  of  ice.  As  foon  as  day 
appeared,  I  refolved  to  put  this  fcheme  to  the  teft,  and  havicjg 
cUared  the  boat  of  fnow  and  gravel,  immediately  went  to  uork, 
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The  men  in  general  made  light  of  my  undertaking,  and  affiftc* 
with  much  reUi<^ncei  thinking  that  they  were  throwing  away 
their  labour,  liowcver,  I  foon  convincecl  them  to  the  contrary; 
for  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  continually  throwing 
water  over  the  oakum,  we  froze  up  every  feam  and  hole  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  not  a  drop  of  water  could  enter,  a*  long  as  the 
weather  continued  freezing,  as  at  prefent. 

On  the  a7th  of  January,  the  weather  being  moderate,  and  a 
light  breeze  direftly  off  the  fhore,  we  got  our  boat  very  carefully 
launched,  and  fet  off  early  in  the  morning  from  this  ill-omened 
bay.  We  had  the  pleafure  to  obfcrvc  that  the  boat  made  little 
©r  no  water,  fo  that  we  were  enabled  to  keep  our  four  oars  con- 
tinually at  work.  As  we  advanced  along  the  coaft,  we  found  it 
ftill  bordered  ty  nothing  but  barren  precipices,  with  every  four 
or  five  miles  perhaps  a  fmall  fandy  beach. 

The  weather  continued  very  moderate  all  the  day  of  the  27th, 
fo  that  by  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  ,we  computed  that  we  had 
towed  about  twelve  miles  from  where  we  departed  in  the  morn- 
ing. This  indeed  would  be  hut  an  indifFerent  day's  work  for 
people  in  health  and  vigour,  but  a  great  deal  for  thofe  in  our 
circumftances  ;  not  only  being  extremely  weakened  and  reduced, 
but  the  boat  itfelf  being  very  heavy  and  unwieldy,  from  the 
quantity  of  ice  in  it.  We  put  aihore  about  fix  o'clock  upon  a 
fmall  fandy  beach,  and  by  placing  oars  under  our  boat,  dragged 
her  carefully  fome  yards  from  the  water  ;  fo  that  fhe  lay  very 
fafe  while  the  wind  continued  as  it  then  was.  We  next  cut  fome 
branches,  and  having  made  a  fire,  flieltered  ourfelves  as  well  as 
pcflible  in  the  Wood.  Our  tinder  being  nearly' confumed,  I  was 
obliged  to  furnifh  a  freflfi  fupply,  by  cutting  away  the  back  part 
of  my  fliirt,  which  I  had  worn  ever  fince  y[t  left  the  Ihip. 

A  fhower  of  rain  the  next  day  unfortunately  melted  all  the 
ice  oflT  our  boat :  we  were  therefore  prevented  from  going  any 
farther  till  a  return  of  the  froft,  and  had  the  mortification  to 
lofe  the  benefit  of  a  fine  dny^  in  the  courfe  of  which  we  might 
have  proceeded  with  a  good  boat,  feveral  leagues  more  on  our 
journey.  What  made  the  matter  worfe,  was  that  our  provifions 
were  how  reduced  to  two  pounds  and  a  half  of  beef  for  each 
jnan.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  the  mate  having  wandered 
a  little  diftance  from  our  fire,  returned  in  hafte  to  inform  me, 
that  he  had  difcovered  a  partridge  perched  on  the  bough  6(  a 
tree,  which  he  thought  I  might  poflibly  devife  fonte  method  of 
patching.  I  immediately  went  to  the  place  where  he  had  feen  it, 
and  tound  it  in  the  fame  fituation  as  before.  Obferying  that  tlic 
bird  was  very  tame,  and. not  above  fourteen  feet  from  the  ground, 
1  cut  down  a  long  pole,  and  taking  part  of  the  rope-yarn  that 
faftencd  my  canvas  (hoes,  made  a  running  loop  of  it,  and  fixed 
'■       '        •    .  ■       ■       '        ^  it 
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it-  to  the  end  of  the  pole  ;  then  walking  foftly  under  the  trcc^ 
^nd  liftirig  the  pole  gently  up,  I  fixed  the  loop  jbout  the  par- 
tridge's neck,  and  giving  it  a  fudden  jerk,  clofetf  the  loop,  and 
iccured  the  bird^  The  mate,  as  well  as  myfelf,  .as,  foon  as  I 
had  caught  it,  laughed  very  heartily,  for  the  firft  time  that 
cither  of  us  had  any  inclination  to  fmile  fince  our  Hiipwreck^ 
We  then  went  towards  the  fire  with  our  prize^  and  boiled  it  in 
feme  melted  fnow,  together  with  a  little  fait  water,  to  give  the 
broth  a  relifli :  having  divided  it,  when  dreffed,  into  fix  equal 
parts,  and  caft  lots  for  the  choice, of  each,  we  fat  down  to  what 
we  found  a  delicious  meal ;  the  only  one^  excepting  the  quart  of 
cranberries,  for  which  wc  were  indebted  to  chance,  or  provI« 
dencc^  fince  wc  had  been  caft  upon  the  ifland. 

[  To  be  continuid.  ], 

LETTERS.     -■ 
From  Mr.  George  Clark^  to  Mrs.  Davis. 

My  dear  Sifter,  .London,  April  3,  1773- 

YOU  would  not,  I.  believe,  have  received  a  letter  from  me, 
only  Mr.  Davis  read  me  part  of  one  from  you,  and  de- 
fired  me  to  write.  It  gave  me  great  fatisfa6Hon  to  hear, 
•that  as. you  had  received,  fo  by  the  divine  mercy,  you  have 
retained  a  good  meafure  of  the  Truth,  as  well  as  of  thq  power 
;and  love  of  God,  and  arc  enabled  to  bear  with  patience,  the 
^bfence  of  him  whom  you  love,  only  lefs  than  God/  Your 
motive  for  this  alfo,  greatly  pleafed  me,  and  I  am  perfuadcd 
is  highly  acceptable  in  the  fight  of  HiM  whom  you  wifli  to 
plcafe  in  all  things. 

O  what  an  unfpcakablc  bleffing  it  is  to  believe  the  Word  of 
Odd  !  To  think,  —  For  me  it  was  t^itteny  and  in  me  it  will  bt 
4icc9mplijbed  I  Yes,  it  muft  be  fo  ;  and  we  may  fay,  upon  good 
grpund,  "  For  me, -^— God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  t 
Forme,' — God  took  human  nature  upon  hira,  and  made  an 
atonement  for  all  my  fins!  And  by  his  Spirit  dwells  in  the 
hearts  of  all  who  have  received  him,  as  their  Saviour  and 
King."  What  is  there  in  the  whole  creation',  that  can  feparate 
real  believers  from  his  proteftii^  love  ?  And-  what  Ihall 
hinder  us  from  daily  and 'hourly  exercifing  faith  on  him,  fo  at 
to  obtain  the  conftant  manifeftation  of  divine  life  ?  Nothing 
pan  prevent  us  but  wilful ,  tranfgreflion,  or  giying  plage,  to  evil 
reafoning,  whereby  the  enemy  prevails  upon  the  foul  to  enter* 
tain  thalt  which  is  contrary  to  the  Truth.  But  from  thefe 
evils  you  will  efcape,  if  you  fimply  follow  the  Lord  Jefus, 
aii'd  open  your  whole  foul  to  him.      It  is  a  vain  maagination  to 
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fuppofc,  that  we  can  hide  any  thing,^w1iich'.pafleth  cither  m 
our  heart  or  life,  from,  the  an-fceing'%e*of*  God';  and  if  we 
attempted  it,  we  ftiouM  grieve  the  Hply  Spirit,  andhfnder 
our  Own  profperity.  But  if  we  fimply  look  unto  Jefus,  c3li- 
iefling  our  weakneffes  and  fhort-comings,  we  (hall  find  all  the 
help  we  ftand  in  need  of.  I  know  that  there  is  a  compleat 
falvation  to  be  obtained,  through  faith  in  Jefus  as  the  great  De- 
liverer of  his  people.  We  are  well  affured,  that  he  perfeflly 
knew  all  our  vilenefs,  before  he  nftlnifefted  himfelf  unto  us, 
and  that  this  (hall  be  no  hindrance  to  our  future  profperity,  if 
we  do  not  give  way  to  unbelief.  Was  he  not  mani^fted  for  this 
very  purpgfe,  that  he  might  deftroy  all  thefe  works  of  the  devil  ? 
If.fo,  then  all  the  weaknefs  which  we  difcovcr,  and  all  the 
wants  which  we  feel,  fliall  not  prevent  us  from  being  faved  to 
the  uttcrmoft  through  faith  in  him. 

In  order  to  obtain  an  increafe  of  faith,  we  fhould  hold  faft 
our  privilege  of  drawing  near  to  the  throne  of  grace ;  nor  fufFer 
amy  fuggeftions  of  the  enemy  to  binder  us,  although  he  fhould 
upbraid  us  with  our  weaknefs,  unworthinefs,  or  unfaithful- 
nefs  :  Neither  muft  we  be  difcouraged,  if  we  do  not  find  that 
enlargement  of  heart  in  prayer,  which  is  fo  very  defirable.  We 
pray  acceptably  when  we  prefent  unto  the  Lord  all  that  we 
know  of  ourfelves,  and  ftrive  for  an  entire  dependence  upon  hini 
for  the  accompUihment  of  his  promifes  in  us.  And  we  pray  in 
faith,  when  we  fix  our  attention- upon  the  wilHngncfs  of  God  to 
blefs  us,  and  labour  to  lay  hold  upon  his  truth  and  faithful- 
ne/s  ;  being  determined^  not*  to  ftop  fhort  of  that  which  he  calls 
us  to  enjoy.  For. our  encouragement,  we  are  to  remember  our 
Advocate  with  the  Father,  and  his  meritorious  fuflFerings.  It 
is  a  bleffed  truth,  ^*  Fojr  us  he  hath  prepared  a  kingdom  ;  and  it 
is  the  Father's  go6d  pleafure  to  put  us  in  poffeffion  of  it."  Let 
us  then  give  full  fcope  to  that  hope  which  is  full  of  immortality. 
We  know  that  it  is  through  much  tribulation  we  muft  enter  that 
kingdom ;  and  that  our  robes  muft  be  waihed  and  made  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  in  order  to  prepare  us  for  an  everlafting 
union  with  that  glorious  company,,  who  ftand  before  the  Throne 
with  crowns  upon  their  heads,  and  palms  of  viiftory  in  their 
hands.  May  our  gracious  God,  whom  we  now  endeavour  to 
love  and  ferve,  give  to  you  and  yours,  to  me  and  mine,  that 
courage  and  fidelity,  that  faith  and  hope,  which  {hall  bring 
us  to  his  glorious  reft,  wh^re  we  fhall  praife,  adore, -and 
love  him,  to  all  eternity.     Sp  piays, .  your  affedUonate  brother^ 

George  Clark. 

LETTER 
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■/    .     f^ipm  the  Rev,  Mn  Madan,  to  Mn  Weslet* 

X>€ar  Sir, .  •   Ch'dtenham,  Auguft  6,  I7C7. 

I   Received  the  favour  of  yours,  and  think  you  much  for  the 
kind  advice  it  contained,  and  hope  God  will  give  me  grace 
to  follow  it, 

I  have  been  this  month  at  Cheltenham  to  drink  the  wateY^, 
and  have  preached  every  Sunday.  Some  of  the  company  arc , 
much  offended  ;  others  very  thankfiit  \  the  poor  people  of  the 
place,  are  very  defirous  to  hear,  and  thofe  of  all  perfuafions 
flock  in  to  hear  the  word  of  Life  ;  laft  time,  the  Quakers  and- 
fiaptifts  made  no  inconfiderable  part  of  the  congregation ;  and 
this  confirms  me  in  an  opinion  I  have  long  had,  that  if  the 
Truth  was  preached  in  the  Churchy  few,  if  any,  would  feparatc 
from  it. 

Lord  and  Lady  D.  are  here,  we  pafs  much  time  together ; 
and  I  have  daily  more  and  more  reafon  to  rejoice  before  God  on 
their  behalf;  all  prejudice  is  taken  out  ot  their  hearts,  and  I 
verily  believe  their  delight  is  in  the  faints  that  are  upon  the 
earth,  and  in  fuch  as  excel  in  virtue,  without  any  party  fpirit, 
•or  narrowing  their  affeftions  towards  any  of  their  brethren  in 
*Chrift  Jefus,  upon  account  of  any  outward  difference.  O  Sir, 
how  extraordinary  i6  it  to  fee  people  of  their  rank,  youth,  and 
property,  joined  to  every  qualification  and  endowment  of  mind 
and  body,  —  which  can  make  them  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,^  defiring  to  become  yet  more  vile  for  Chrift's  fiikc ;  to 
fee  them>  breathing  after  inward  holiriefs,  as  the  hart  panteth 
<after  the  water-brooks  !  Surely  nothing  lefs  than  almighty" 
power  could  effeft  this.  I  truft  you  will  remember  both  them 
and  me  in  your  prayers,  that  we  may  not  ftop  (hort  of  the 
crown  and  prize. 

I  have  had  a  manufcript  fallen  into  my  hands,  which  the. 
Hutchinfonians  are  fond  of  (hewing  about,  as  the  author  is 
their  favourite  Mr.  Leflie  ;  when  L  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
you,  I  will  (hew  it  you  :  1  think  it  fairly  favours  all  they  would 
oppofe,  and  yet  they  feem  quite  infenfible  orf  it ;  I  mean,  as  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Remiffion  of  Sins.  I  have  their  leave  to 
publifh  it,  and  if  you  approve  of.it,  will  certainly  do  it,  if  I 
live  to  come  to  London. 

I  propofe  being  at  Briftol  about  the  17th  Inftant,  and  about  a 
^eek  after  that  to  be  in  London,  where  I  hope  to  meet  you  and 
ail  friends  in  perfect  health.  My  love  attends  Mrs.  Wefley ; 
pray  accept  the  fame  yourfelf,  and  believe  me,  dear  Sir,  moft 
affcftjonately  your's  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

M.  Madam^. 
.    LETTER 
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From  the  Rev.  Mn  Madan,  to  Mr.  Wesley. 
My  dear  Sir,  Southarapton-Row,  April  39,  1758 » 

I  Had  your  kind  favour  from  Liyqrpgol,  aod  da  heartily  return 
you  thanks  for  your  very  friendly  advice ;  but  I  am  quite  at  a 
Ioi3  to  guefs  at  the  very  ofEcious  perfon  who  fills  yous  e9.rs  with 
ftrange,  and  I  mky  add,  untrue  reports,  about  your  neareft  and 
rfearcft  friends.  As  to  Predeftination  and  Antinomianifmy  I  don't 
know  that  any  thing  I  ever  preached,  fincc  I  Ijxad  the  honour  of 
being  a  Miniftcr,  tended  in  the  leaft  that  way.  In  regard  to  the 
firft  of  thefe,  I  hold  no  other  Predeftination  than  that  Eternal  De- 
"tree,  that  <*  all  that  believe,  fliall  be  faved,  and  all  that  believe 
not,  fliall  -be  damned."  .  But  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  fame  do 
believe,  ?ind  others  rejedl  the  counfel  of  God  againft  themfelves, 
arc  things,  too  mighty  and  wonderful  for  me ;  I  camnot  attain 
onto  them :  But  ftill,  I  by  no  means  find  any  coldnefs  towards 
fhofe  who  JLVC  of  a  different  judgment  from  niyfelf ;  bleffed  be 
God,  I  carflove  an  holy  Calvinift,  as  well  as  an  holy  Lutheran. 
I  can  find  nothing  in  the  Bible  by  which  I  can  be  led  to  think 
they  are  not  equally  de^r  to  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  and  if  fo,  GoD 
forbid,  but  that  they  fllould  be  equally  dear  to  us.  As  to  Anti- 
nomianifm,  I  abhor,  deteft,  and  abjure  it,  from  the  bottom  of 
my  foul  ;  and  have  made  it  my  bufinefe,  in  the  moft  public 
manner,  to  declare  againft  it,  and  to  warn  all  to  fly  from  the 
Preachers  of  it,  as  from  the  doftrinc  of  devils. 

As  to  the  advice  you  give  me  concerning  levity,  I  thank  yott 
for  it,  and  hope  the  Lord  will  enable- me  to  lay  it  deeply  to 
cheart,  and  evermore  give  me  to  rejoice  in  Him  alone  ;  but  re- 
joice I  muft,  for  I  have  a  dear  Saviour,  that  has  loved  me  and 
wafhed  me  from  my  fins  in  his  own  blood  ;  yea,  has  honoured 
me  with  his  commiffion  to  call  other  poor  finners  to  repentapce. 
O  Sir,  how  glorious  is  this  !  think  you,  I  can  be  fad,  while  I 
experience  this  ?  O  no.  —  Though  at  the  fame  time  my  foul  is 
humbled  to  the  very  duft  before  him,  that  fuch  a  vile  worm^ 
unworthy  even  to  name  his  bleffed  Name,'  (hould  be  thus  vifited 
with  his  great  Salvation !  — ^  Lord  Jobsus,  make  us  9II  truly 
thankful! 

By  a  letter  from  Everton,  to  Mr.  Daw,  from  Mr*  Bcrridgc, 
the  Rcftor  of  that  place,  we  receive  the  bleffed  news  of  another 
Gofpel  Minifter's  being  raifcd  up  in  that  dry  defart ;  his  words 
are  thefe ;  "  God  has.  been  pleafed  to  blefs  and  profper  my  la-« 
/*  hours,  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  for  thefe  laft  ihrec 
"  months.  Since  I  preached  the  real  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  fcyen 
**  people  in  my  Own  parifli  have  now  receivfed  the  Gofpel  in  the 
•^  appoiuted  way  pf  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards 

2  '     4i  our 
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*  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Nine  or  ten  from  Pfttton  are  in  9  very 

*  hopeful  way,  two  at  Gamlingay,  and  two  at  Eiton,     There  is 

*  now  fuch  a  ftorixi  .arifing  that  I  know  not  how  it  will  end,  or 
«  when.    I  blefs  Goh,  my  mind  is  eafy  and  quiet.  Thou,  O  God, 

*  wilt  keep  him  in  pcrfed  peace,  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee  ! 

<  The  tempeft  is  now  whiffling  about  my  ears,  but  it  docs  not  ruffle 

<  or  difcompofe  my  hsvLrt.    Some  time  ago,  1  was  told  by  fevcral 

<  hands,  that  twelve  Cl^igymen  had  combined  together,  in  order 
« to  oppofe  and  profecutc  me,  if  they  could.     My  'Squire  fwears 

<  he  will  do  my  bufiftcfs  ;   and  laft  Loixi^s-dfty  evening,  when  I 
^  came  from  church,  he  flopped  me,  and  called  me  the  ufual 

*  namfes  of  Enthufiaft,  &c.  &c.    To-day,  I  hear  the  'Squire  has 
^  fcnt  for  fuch  of  his  tenants  as  are  difpofed  to  hear  the  word  of 

<  God,  and  has  given  them  warning  to  leave  their  farms  direfily. 

*  He  tells  all  what  things  he  will  do,  againft  me  ;    and  to  ihew 

<  he  is  in  earneft,  f Wears  by  his  Maker,  he  will  do  It'* 

Thus  far  are  Mr.  Bcrridge's  own  words  :  he  adds  a  defirc  of 
being  remembered  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  by  all  our  Chriftian 
friends  :  And  I  truft,  dear  Sir,  that  you  amongft  the  reft  won't 
forget  him.  I  have  read  Prtdefiinaiim  calmly  confidered^  and  think 
it  unanfwerable.  I  gm,  dear  Sir,  your  truly  affcdiooate  Servant 
and  Son  in  the  Gofpel  of  our  blcffed  Jesus,  M.  Madan» 
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PSALM        XLIII.  * 
Bv   THE  ^EV.   CHARLES   WESLEY, 

OD  of  infinite  compaffion. 
Take  my  caufe  into  .thy  hands  ; 
Satan^s  whole  unrighteous  nation. 

Earth  and  hell  niy  foul  withftands  i  ^ 

From  the  evil  world  deliver. 

From  the  cruel  world  within. 
From  myfelf — the  worft  deceiver| 

From  this  inbred  man  of  fin  !  2  Thou 

*  "fThis  Pfalm  was;written4>y  Divid,  when  driVen  from  Jerufalem, 

to  wailder  like  9  fugitive  in  the  remotf  ft  parts  of  his  doipinions,  thro* 

the  hypocrify  of  AtifaloiXi,  and  the  villany  of  Ahitophcl.  [2  Sam.  xv.] 

The  Son  of  David  may*  be  fuppofed  to  make  the  fame  appeal  againft  the 

lame  nation,  for  their  far  more  cruel,  treacherous,  and   iniquitous  ufage 

of  fcim,  their  Kin^  and  their  God.      And  the  words  fuit  thofe  who 

fufFer  for  ttnith  and-  rightcoufnefs  fiikc,  or  who  groan  under  the  tyranny 

of  their  fpiritual  chemics,  the  world,  the  flefli,  and  the  devil.     The 

chief  defire  of  the  Chriftian,  analogous  to   that  of  the  prophet  in  djf. 

trefs,  is  to  be  faved  from  all  fiq,  [not  only  from  the  guilt  and  power,  but 

■from  the  root  of  it,]  as  well  as  Ibrrow  ;    to  be  inftrufted  in  the  way  of 

rightcoufnefs,  by  the  light  of  heavenly  wifdom,  (hining  in  the  fare  of 

J E  s  u  s  C  H  R  X  s  r  J  to  Ice  the  accompliftiment  of  the  Promifes,  in  him  who 

Vol.  XX,  Dec.   1797.  is 
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2  Thoi^,  my  only  God  and  Saviour, 

Thou  ^rt  my  fupport  and  might ; 
Why  haft  t}iou  withdrawn  thy  favour^ 

Caft  the  mourner  from  thy  fight  ? 
\Vherefore  go  I  on  lamenting,. 

Crulh'd  by  my  tyrannick  toe  ? 
Under  }iis  opprcflion  fainting, 

^w^llow'd  up  of  fin  and/woe? 

3  0  niy  merciful  Direftor,         .    . 

Shew  the  bfightncfs  of*  thy  face ; 
JuCt  thy  love  be  my  proteAot, 

I^cad  mp  by  the  Light  of  Gr^cc ; 
Send  the  undljon  of  thy  Spirit, 

Guide  into  thy  perfeft  will, 
That  I  may  thine  hesiven  inherit, 

Meet  thee  pn  thy  Holy  Hill. 

4  Earneft  of  my  full  ppffeflion, 

Might  I  feel  tl\ee  in  my  heart ! 
Fiil'd  with  joy  beyond  ekpreffion, 

I  (hould  never  more  depart ; 
I  ftioiild  in  thy  courts  adore  thee, 

Till  I  join  tbp  Church  above. 
Sing,  and  praife,  and  fall  before  Thee, 

Thee,  my  God  of  Truth  an^  Lpve! 
^  Wherefoff  ther^,  my  reftlefi^  fpirit,- 

Art  thou  troubled  and  caft  down? 
Hope  in  God,  through  Jesus  merit ; 

God',  through  Jesus,  isthiiieown: 
/  I  (hall  yet  regain  his  favour, 

I  (hall  fing  his  praife  aloud  : 
Jesus  is  my  Iqving  Saviour, 

Jesus  is  my  pardoning  God. 

1>  S  A  L  M    XLVIII.  *        [By  the  fame.] 
I   i/^  REAT  is  our  redeeming  Lord, 

\jr     In  power,  and  truth,  and  grace  ; 

Him,  by  higheft  Heaven  ador'd. 

His  church  oi^  earth  lhoul4  praife ;  Ii| 

is  the  Truth  ;  and  to  be  led  by  this  Light  and  this  Truth,  from  the  land 
ol^his  pilgrimage,  to  the  holy  Hill,  aiid  the  Manfions  of  the  juft,  in  the 
New  Jerulalem.? 

»Mr.  Wksley  has  accommodated  this  Ps a twr  to  affift  huipble  Be- 
lievers in  their  public  and  private  devotions.  He  has  likewife  coro- 
pofed  3  conftderable  number  of  Pfalms  and  Hymns,  which  have  never 
yet  been  printed  :  Biit  as  we  have  purchafed  the  Copy-right  of  tbem, 
they  will  bepubhihcd  in  the  fubfeauent  Volumes  of  this  Magazine. 

■"■      •"The 


POETRY.  615 

In  the  city  of  our  God, 
In  his  holy  Mount  below  : 
Publilh,  fpread  his  praife  abroad. 
And  all  his  greatnefs  fliew. 

0.  Built  by  his  almighty  Hands,  '^.       ' 

The  Towers  of  Salem  rife ; 
Fair  and  firm  the  City  ftands. 

Adjoining  to  the  flcies  : 
Joy  to  all  the  earth  (he  brings, 
Stor'd  with  bleflings  from  above  ; 

Kept  by  the  great  King  of  kings,       ,         ;  ^ 

Her  guardian  God  oi^  Love  ! 

3  Monarchs  with  their  armies  met, 

Jerusalem  to'  affail. 
Sworn  to  o'erjthrow  the  facred  feat. 

Where  God  vouchfafes  to  dwell: 
Lo !  their  boaft  is  turn'd  to  Ihamc,  ^   j 

Struck  with  fore  amaxe  and  dread, 
Marching  towards  her  walls  they  came. 

They  ciame,  — ,  they  faw,  -^  they  fled ! 

4  Horror  feiz'^  thy  Siqk's  foes,  >       ' 

And  pain'd  their  guilty  heart, 
As  a  travelling  woman's  throes. 

They  felt  the'killing.fmart ; ' 
Scattered  by  thy  ftormy  ir£,  •     .      . 

Dafh'd  as  Ihips  againft  the  fliorc. 
Tyrants  with  their  hopes  expircj^  \ 

And  fink. to  rife  no  more. 

5  We  the  wojfks  of  ancient  days. 

Have  feen  repeated  now  ; 
God  dqth  ftill  his  bi.ON  raife. 

And  force  her  foes  to  bow : 
Still  (he  in  her  Saviour  trufts, 
plories  in  his  corifvant  care  :  ,       ..   . 

There  he  dwells,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,    / 

He' reigns  for  ever  there.  6  For 

f  "  The  XLVIIIth  PsAiM  is  one  of  thofc,  which  by  our  church  is 
appointed  to  be  ufed  on  Whitiunday,  bccaule,  under  images'taken  from 
the  earthly  city  Jerufaleni,  newly  refcucd  from  her  enemies,  by  Him  who 
rcfidcd  in  Mount  Zion,  are  celebrated  the  glory,  the  beauty,  and  the 
ftrength  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  that  city  and  temple  of  Messiah  ; 
who  is  defcribed  as  breaking  in  pieces,  and  brmging  to  nothing  the  op- 
position which  her  enemies  formed  againft  her.  The  prophet  begins  with 
letting  forth  the  praifes  of  her  great  Founder  ;  whole  wifdom,  mercy, 
and  power,  as  they  are  confpicuous  in  all  his  works,  fo,  more  ei'pecially 
in  this,  the  chief  and  crown  of  all  ;  for  which  his  Name  can  never  he 
fufficiently  extolled,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  Jerusalem  ;  and  by 
them  it  ought  to  be  «xt©lled,  fox  ever  and  ever, 

t  **  Let 
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6  For  thy  loving-kindncfs,  Lord, 

We  in  thv  Temple  fhiy ; 

Here  thy  faithful  Ix>ve  record, 

Thy  faving  power  difplay : 
With  thy  Name  thy  praife  is  Itnown, 
Glorious  thy  pedediohs  (bine ; 
Earth's  remotcft  bounds  (hall  own, 
Thy  works  are  all  divine. 

f]  All  thy  mighty  works  are  wrought 

In  pcrfeft  equity ;  .  . 

SioN  by  thy  judgments  taught. 
Shall  give  the  praife  to  thee : 
Thee  let  all  thy  Saints  adore, 
Ranfom*d  by  thy  timely  aid  ; 
Every  tongue  confefs  thy  power 
And  every  heart  be  glad. 

8  Sons  of  God,  triumphant  rife. 

The  City  walls  furround  ; 
Lo  !  her  bulwarks  touch  the  fkies. 

How  high,  yet  how  profound ! 
Tell  the  number  of  her.  towers. 
All  her  palaces  declare, 
Guarded  by  angelic  powers, 

And  God  in  peribn  there ! 

9  See  the  Gofpel  Church  fecure. 

And  founded  on  a  Rock ! 
.  AH  her  promifes  are  fure  ; 

Her  bulwarks  who  can  fliock  ? 
'  Count  her  every  precious  flirine ;     . 
Tell,  to  after  ages  tell, 
Fortified  by  power  divine, 
The  Church  can  never  fail. 

10  Sign's  GOD,  is  all  our  own. 

Who  on  his  Love  rely ; 
Wc'his  pardoning  Love  have  known. 

And  live  in  Christ,  and  die : 
To  the  New  Jerusalem 
He  our  faithful  Guide  (hall  be, 
Him  we  claim,  and  reft  in  him. 

Through  all  Eternity,  t 

+  "  Let  the  world  woi-{hip  whom  or  what  it  will,  we  worlbip  i 
other  but  Him,  who,  by  his  Spirit,  founded,  and,  by  his  ppwcr,  prc- 
ibrveth  the  church  ;  —  who  by  that  Spirit,  guidtth  us  thro*  life,  and, 
by  thit  power,  will  enable  us  to  overcome  death  :  —  that  fo  we  may  re- 
joice and  triumph  for  evermore,  as  citizens  of  the  City  of  Goo,  and 
fubje^LS  of  the  King  of  Glory." 
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LETTER    t. 

From  the  Rev.    Mr.    I  N  G  H  A  1^,- 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WfeSLEY. 

Rev.  Sir,'  London,  June  ty,  173S*' 

TH  E  chief  intent  of  this,  is  to  cxpreft  my  refpcfl  and 
gratitude  to  70U,  and  dear  Mr.  Charles.  At  your  depar- 
ture from  Oxford,  there  might  feem  to  be  fome  indifference  be- 
tween US ;  but  according  to  the  old  faying,  Afnantium  irct  afnoris 
redentigrntio  eft :  my  aiFedtions  have  been  enflamed  the  more  fince 
that  time,  and  I  have  often  thought  of  writing  to  inform 
you  of  it,  but  hitherto  have  delayed.  I  have  reafon  to  Relieve 
that  you  have  met  with  variety  01  trials  at  Epworth,  and  I  have 
tieard  yQU  evil  fpoken  of  abroad.  And  for  thefe  reafons  I  da 
aflfure  you,  I  love  you  the  more,  and  pray  the  mote  earneftly 
for  you; 

You  have  heard  of  the  flu6luating  condition  of  fome  dcqaain-^ 
tances  at  Oxford :  London  friends  have  much  the  fame  efteem  of 
you.  <<  You  are  a  good  man,  but  you  arc  too  rigidj  &c.** 
<<  Mafter,  in  fo  faying,  thou  reproacheft  us  alfo." 

But  to  give  you  fome  good  news.  Mr.  Whiteficid  is  wel^ 
known  to  you ;  I  contrafted  great  intimacy  with  him  firice  your 
departure :  He  is  zealous  in  a  good,  caufe.  -  All  friends  at 
Queen's-College  I  left  in  a  hopeful  condition  ;  their  number  1^ 
increafed,  and  I  verily  believe  will  increafe.  •  Mr.  Hervey  fight* 
manfully  in  Northamptonihire*.  Mr.  Broughton  is  really  a' 
holy  man.  Mr.  Morgan,  (I  fuppofe  you  have  heard  his  cafe^ 
how  he  is  forbid  all  eonverfation  with  you,  or  your  friends,  &c.)  i 
hope,  will  make  a  good  Chriftian.  I  preached  at  the  Caf^le,.thef 
day  that  I  was  ordained.  I  think  there  were  thirty,  fave  one,- 
at  the  facrament  at  St.  Mary's,  the  day  before  I  came  to  London^ 

I  have  been  with  Meff.  Gambold  and  Hall,  to  fee  Mr.  Law. 
Wfc  aiked  him  fome  queftions,  but  he  talked  only  about- 
Man's  Fall,  and  the  One  Thing  neceffary.  He's  a  divine  man, 
I  like  feveral  of  the  religious  people  m  London  pretty  well^ 
but  I  muft  confefs  they  are  not  over  zealous. 

I  Have  had  a  great  many  turns  and  changes,  fince  1  faw  you. 
I  believe  we  muft  be  perfected  through  fufFerings,  Notwith- 
llanding,  by  the  bleflirig  of  God,  I  hopfe  to  prefs  on,  and  per- 
fevere  in  a  conftant  ufe  of  all  the  means  of  Grace.  I  intend  ^ 
f  refentj,  ^o  read  the  fcrif  tures  in  £ngli£b,  togetbei  with  Mr. 
•  A  5fc  L»w*» 
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Law's  books.        When  I  have  the  happincfs  of  feeing  you 
or  your  )t>rother,  I  (hall  acquaint  you  with  many  particulars, 
which  I  cannot  now  mention.     In  the  mean  time  I  reft. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  fincere  and  afFedlionate  Friend  and  Brother  in  Chrift, 

-         •     ,  B.  INGHAM. 

LETTER    II. 

From  the  Rev.    Mr.    B  R  O  U  G  H  T  O  N, 

To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  Sir,  Oxford,  Nov.  27,  1735- 

GO  D  grant  that  this  letter  may  find  you  happily  arrived  at; 
the  wiOied  for  haven.  Methinks  you  call  upon  me  to  cry 
our  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  O  that  men  wotrid  praife  the  Lord 
for  his  goodnefs,  and  declare  the  wonders  that  he  doth  for  the 
children  of  men:"  He  doubtlefs  hath  done  great  things  for 
you  already y  and  you  have  feen  his  wonders  in  the  deep.  AW  it 
remains,  that  his  right  hand  ftiould  bring,  mighty -things  to  pafc 
at  land;  which  verily  (hall  be  accompliftied,  as  Chrift  hath 
foretold,  "  for  in  him  (hall  the  Gentiles  truft."  Happy  people  on 
whom  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpel,  will  be  made  to  (hine  m 
its  own  (imple  luftre,  not  clouded  by  corrupt  gloffcs  and  flrihly 
comments,  thofe  bitter  enemies  to  the  Crofs  of  Chrift.  O  Crofc 
of  Jesus  !*  what  a  rock  of  offence  art  thou  become  to  the  greateft 
part  of  chriftians  ?  Surely  the  ^rft  worihippers  of  Chrift  fought 
manfully  under,  and  were  not  a(hamedot  his  Crofs:  and  unto 
his  ftandard  will  the  heathens  flock :  The  chriftians  only  of 
thefc  prefent  times,  arc  a(hamed  of  Chrift.  And  thou  that  art 
a  teacher  in  Ifrael,  art  thou  unlearning  this  fure,  this  important 
Icffon,  *<  All  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus  (hall  fuffcr 
perfecution?  "  You  know  I  have ;  and  if  I  (hould  fay,  that  I 
have  not  (hrunk  from  under  the  Crofs,  I  (hould  be  a  li^r. 

My  own  bad  heart,  and  the  obfervation  I  made  of  the  agree- 
able lives  of  my  London  friends,  occafioned  my  firft  abaten^cnts 
in  ftrianefs  of  life'  and  holincfs  of  convcrfation.  What  pangs 
and  agonies  of  heart  I  felt  at  intervals,  God  only  knows.  1 
laboured  for  peace,  I  panted  after  the  Love  of  God,  but  my 
iieart  grew  foul,  and  became  a  cage  of  unclean  thoughts,  lor 
want  of  mortification  and  felf-denial.  I  embraced  the  doanne 
of  Imputed  rigbteoufnejs,  and  had  mean  thoughts  of  works.  Al- 
moft  every  day  furnKhed  me  with  new  ideas  of  religion.  But 
alas,  they  all  favoured  too  much,  I  doubt,  of  flefti  and  blood: 
Therefore  they  were  broken  cifterns,  and  would  hold  none  ot 
the  water  of  life.  Since  my  return  from  London,  too,  1  nave 
been  amufing  myfelf  with  pretty  dreams  and  ideas  of  true  rc- 
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Tigion ;  nor  am  I,  do  I  dare  fay,  awake  yet.  Good  Gon !  Art  thoa 
as  mighty  to  caft  into  hell  now,  as  thou  wert  fixteen  hundred  year 
ago  ?  Did  the  firft  chriftians  cry  mightily  unto  thee  to  fpar& 
them,  and  did  they  fee  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  work  out  their 
falvation  with  fear  and  trembling  ?  And  dare  we,  dare  I,  who 
•have  been  a  wretched,  and  nwft  exceflively  wicked  finner,  think 
to  gain  heaven  with  lefs  labours  and  fufFerings  ?  But  fay  fome,^ 
<•  I  wifdom  dwell  with  prudence,"  &c.  Did  thefe  cautions 
come  from  the  fervants  of  Baal,  I  ihould  lightly  regard  them  ;^ 
but  when  holy  men  of  God  fay  fo,  my  faith  fails  me.  0  pray 
for  me,  that  Satan*  may  not  fift  me  as  wheat.  What  tho*  my 
former  melancholy  (hould  come  again  into  my  foul,  like  a 
mighty  man  of  war,  and  beat  down  all  my  proud  imaginations 
and  every  thought  that  exalts  itfelf  againft  the  difcipline  of  the 
crofs  :  What  though  I  (hould  be  hated  and  defpifed  of  men  for 
this,  and  be  made  as  the  ofF-fcouring  of  the  world  ;  what  have  I,  a 
grievous  iinner,  to  complain  of?  Let  me  do  all  this,  and  more 
than  this,  that  I  may  win  Chrift.  Let  me  with  patience  tread 
the  narrow  way*  that  faints  and  martyrs  trod,  fince  it  is  the  fureft 
arid  fafeft  way  to  Glory.  But  I  am  a  worm  and  no  man,  toffed 
about  with  every  blaft  of  dodtrine !  Stablifh,  ftrengthen,  fettle 
me,  O  my  God  ! 

'  Mr.  Battely  has  committed  his  parifh  to  my  care.  O  that 
J  may  feed  Chrift's  (heep,  and  not  be  an  hireling.  Mr.  Salmon's 
heart  is  with  you:  but  he  informs  me  that  Mr.  Claytpn  has 
convinced  him  by  letter,  that  he  ought  to  abide  where  he  is,  till 
his  parents  ceafe  to  forbid  him  from  going  to  Georgia.  God  will 
'ncyer  fuffer  a  fupply  of  fit  and  able  men  to  be  wanting  to  en- 
large his  work  to  America. 

At  Oxon,  we  hope  to  be  ftirring ;  the  hand  of  the  Lord  will 
uphold  our  faintins  fteps,  and  his  Holy  Spirit  will  replenifh  our 
fouls  with  manna  m  this  howling  wildernefs.  Ceafe  not,  dear 
Brother,  to  pray  for  us,  as  we  hope  always  to  pray  for  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  aiFe£tionate  Brother  in 
Chrift,  T.  BROUGHTON. 

Salute  the  Brethren.    We  all  falute  you. 


LETTER    in. 

From    SjrJOHN    THOROLD, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 
Dear  Sir,  London,  St.  Jamc«*8-Placc,  May  24*  1736. 

I  Am  unwilling  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  vou  by 
Captain  Thompfon,  and  enquiring  after  the  welfare  of  youf- 
fdf,  your  Brother,    Mr.  Ingham,    Mr.   Delamotte,    and  the 
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whole  Cdony  of  Georgia,  I  have  read  the  Journal  of  youf 
voyage  to  that  New  Settlement^  and  can  with  pleafure  difcern 
the  footfteps  #of  Divine  Providence  towards  you.  The  fame 
Fatherly  Love  will  ftill  manifeft  itfelf  in  your  favour,  provided 
your  heart  remains  ftedfaft  in  the  Lord.  The  Lord  Jesus 
will  moft  afTuredly  ftand  by  you,  and  deliver  you  from  all  the 
open  and  fecret  aflfaults  of  men  or  devils.  Fear  not,  nor  be 
difmayed,  there  ^  will  be  many  more  with  you,  than  with  the 
prince  o^  darkncfs.  The  LiIGHt  of  Men,  will,  more  and  morp 
difcover  to  you  the  d^epths  jof  f^tan,  and  by  having  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven  ruling  ftronger  ai}d  ftronger  wj^hin  you,  you  will  be 
more  and  niore  fitted  to  be  a  chofen  veffel  to  carry  the  glorious 
.name  of  Christ  unto  the  Gentiles.  The  beauty  of  holinefs 
has  almoft  irrefiftible  attradives :  And  thofe  who  can  hide  them- 
felvcs  from  its  Lovq,  muft  be  blinded  indeed  by  that  Ipirit,  who 
in  the  Book  of  Ljfe  is  callpd,  The  God  of  this  World.  Your  eye, 
I  truft,  isfinglc,  and  you  go  forth  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord 
OoD,  and  willonake  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs  only.  O  may 
)the  God  of  meycy  put  h^s  whole  armour  upon  you,  and 
fo  ftfengthen  you^  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  ipf ke  all  fpiritual 
qppQfition  fl^  before  you;  being,  through  t;he  in-dwelling  and 
in-working  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  an  over-match  for  the 
devil^  Wreftle  continually  wilfh  Gop,  through  Jefus,  in  pr^er, 
for  further  degrees  of  Grace,  and  undoubtedly  like  Jacob,  you 
will  prevail  with  the  Almighty,  and  the  yanquiflied,  though 
fiill  bluftcring  powers  of  hell,  (hall  not  be  able  to  ftand  before 
you. 

I  queftion  not  but  you  take  the  holy  Evangelifts  and  Apoftles, 
for  your  pattern, , and  yield  up  your  whole  fpirit,  foul,  and 
body,  a  lively,  reafonable  facrifice  to  him,  who  has  an  abfolute 
dominion  over  you  by  right  of  creation,  prefervation,'  redemp- 
tion and  fanftification.  Father j  not  my  will^  but  thine  he  done, 
was,  we  know,  the  prayer  of  the  Ifoly  Jesus;  and  fo  muft  it  be 
ours  iikewife,  otherwife  the  fame  liind  is  not  in  us,  that  was  in 
Him.  But  you,  my  dear  Brother  in  Chrift,  I  am  perfuaded, 
arc  already  bleffed  by  our  heavenly  Father,  with  the  ineftimablc 
gift  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  O  chcrifli  that  divine  Gueft  within 
you,  and  keep  the  heavenly  flame  of  divine  Love  buxnii^  upon 
your  heart,  and  pray  earneftly  for  his  continual  abode  with  you ; 
never  grieve  Him;  in  no  wife  quench  Him:  and  he  will,  by 
degrees,  open  to  you  the  wonders  of  his  Love  towards  poor, 
darkened,  difeafed  mortals. 

Our  dear  friend  Mr.  Broughton,  is  curate  at  the  Tower,  and 
has  undertaken  to  preach  to  the  poor  prifoners  in  Ludgate,  every 
Tucfday  in  the  afternoon.  May  our  good  God^  for  Christ's 
fake,  mightly  incieafe  the  feed  (own. 

•  *^  Mr. 


Mr.  Whitcficld  and  Mr.  Hervey  purpofc,  wilh  Gob's  leave, 
to  enter  into  holy  orders  this  next  ordination.  May  they  become 
burning  and  ihining  lights  in  the  church. 

Sir  John  Phillipps  has  been  for  feVeral  weeks  hindered  from 
attending  the  focieties,  by  reafon  of  ficknefs  and  infirmities. 

Do  not  deny  nie  the  favour  of  hearing  from  you  ;  bcftow  a 
little  part  of  that  precious  talent,  your  time,  in  acquainting  m^ 
how  you  go  on ;  what  progrefs  you  make  in  fpiritualiiing  your 
flock,  and  what  probability  there  is  to  believe  that  the  Lord 
will  fhortly  open  the  door  of  Faith  to  the  Indians;  and  in  what 
idifpofition  they  feem  to  be,  in  order  to  their  receiving  the  glad 
tidings  of  falvation 

'  Pray  give  my  love  to  your  Brother,  Mr.  Ingham,  and  De^P 
!amotte:  What  I  have  written  to  you,  I  intended  for  them 
likewife.  May  the  God  of  Love  keep  you  knit  together  in  the 
Bond  of  Charity,  and  may  you  all  go  on  profperoufly  in  the 
ch^iftian  warfare,  fighting  the  good  Aght  of  faith ;  and  at  laft 
fnay  you  receive  a  beautiful  crown  at  the  Lord's  hand,  and  en* 
^er  among  angels  and  archangels,  to  fing  everlafting  fongs  of 
praife  to  th^  Lord  Almighty.  I  delire  your  prayers  for  md 
md  mine^ 

J.  THOROLD. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    IV. 

From  Mr.  MORGAN,  (who  died  at  Oxford,  about  the  year 
*   1736,)  To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  Sir,  Oxon,  Nov.  ay,  1735* 

HOW  thankful  ihould  I  bp  to  Almighty  God  for  this  op- 
portunity of  begging  your  advice  and  prayers,  m,  I  believe, 
Ihe  moft  critical  part  of  my  life.  Know  then.  Sir,  that  my 
poor  father  hath  heard  of  my  journey  to  London.  He  has  wrote 
to  Mr.,  Hutchins,  but  not  to  me.  He  declares,  he  would  not 
be  ppncerned  if  J  had  gone  along  with  you.  He  will  not  in- 
truft  mc  with  the  management  of  my  allowance,  left  I  ihould 
jgivc  it  away  in  charity.  I  believe  he  has  loft  all  his  affedion 
for  me.  Who  .  knows  but  this  may  open  a  way  to  Georgia  ? 
put  this  IS  beft  known  to  GpD.  I  hope  I  (hall  be  enabled,  by. 
the  afllftance  of  God,  and  the  prayers  of  my  dear  friends,  which 
I  moft  earneftly  beg,  that  I  may  be  wholly  refigned  to  the  Will 
of  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  knows  beft  how  to  chufe  for  us. 
This  leffon  indeed  it  has  in  fome  meafure  taught  me,  namely, 
to  be  perfeSed  through  fufFerings  alone,  and  to  look  upon  them 
as  the  greateft,  if  not  the  only  bleflings  of  this  life.  Since  this 
letter  came,  I  haye  prayed.  That  if  it  be  the  will  of  God, 
iny  fjithcr  may  let  me  follow  you,  and  join  with  you  in  the 

Lord's 
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Lord*s  vineyard  at  QeorgU.  Oh  that  whithcrfocvcr  I  gd,  I  may 
be  a  faithful  labourer  in  it,  whether  called  to  be  an  Embaffador 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  or, to  fcrve  in  a  private  capacity.  If  it  be 
bed  for  me  I  fhould  go  to  you,  the  Lokd's  will,  not  mine,  be 
done,  may  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  adiions,  cry  aloud.  O 
do  not  ceafe  to  praife  the  Lord  in  my  behalf,  for  his  wonderful 
goodnefs  to  me,  in  giving  me  no  other  defire  than  that  of  ferv- 
ing  him,  in  the  beft  manner  I  am  capable  of,  and  of  dying 
rather  than  difown  him.  May. the  Lord  Jehovah  profper 
your  miflfion. 

It  has  pleafed  God,  to  make  Mr.  Dickinfon  the  inftrument 
of  awakening  his  land-lord  and  land-lady.  1  read  to  them  at 
Mr.  Fox's  an  hour  every  other  day,  in  the  Bifhop  of  Man's 
Catechifm.  '  They  are,  I  hope,  thoroughly  in.  earfteft.  Mrs. 
Fox  came  juft  now  to  let  me  know  that  fhe  is  defirous*  fo  go  to 
Georgia,  and  that  her  hufband  and  (he  have  agreed  to  go  there, 
if  accepted  of.  By  return  of  the  (hips  we  Ihall  be  able  to  judge 
of  their  finccrity.  Mr.  Fox  and  his  wife,  efpecially  the  for- 
mer, are  moft  zealous  chriftians.  They  are  earneftly  bent  on 
going,  and  fo  is  Mr.  Dickinfon,  who  is  an  Ifraelite  indeed,  in 
^hdrrt  is  no  guile.  I  do  not  doubt  but  we  fhall  be  able  to  fend 
you  a  colony  of  thorough  good  chriftians.  I  have  undertaken 
the  care  of  Bocardo.  I  go  there  three  days  in  the  week,  and 
Mr.  Broughton  a  fourth.  I  read  every  Sunday  night  to  a  chearful 
number  of  chriftians,  at  Mr.  Fox's.  O  pray  forme,  that  I  may 
perfevere  in  the  happy  way  I  have  begun.  Indeed  the  Lord's 
kingdom  increafcth  apace,  My  loye  to  your  Brother;  and  Mr. 
Ingham,  arid  Mr.  Delamotte.-  I  am  your  Brother  In  Christ 
Jesus,  »  RICHARD  MORGAN; 

.  N.  B.  The  preceding  Letter  ii  dircilcd  td  the  Rev.  John 
Wcflcy,  in  Georgia. 
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From  the  Rev.   Mr.    W  H  I  T  E  F  I  E  L  D, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 
Very  dear  and  Rev.  Sir,  Londbn,  Sept.  2,  1736. 

E  I  N  G  inlFormed  by  Mr.  Hutton,  that  a  fhip  would  (oon 
'  fail  towards  your  coafts,  I  thought  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able in  me  not  to  write  to  my  fpi ritual  Father  in  Christ.  But 
-what  fhall  I  b^gin  with  firft  ?  How  ihall  I  have  room  of  time; 
to  relate  to  you  a  thoufandth  part  of  thofe  mercies  which  God, 
of  his  infinite  goodnefs  in  Christ  Jesus,  hath  conferred  upon 
me,  fince  I  wrote  laft  ?  If  I  miilakc  not,  Rev.  Sir,  my  lad 
was  dated  from  Glouccftcr,  whence  after  the  Lord  Jesds  had 

madt 
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l©rfc  mc  an  inftrumeat  of  forming  a  Society  of  fame  fiftcerd 
fouls;  (O  free,  free  Grace  in  Christ  jfESi/sIj  God  called  nje 
to  Oxford  again :  From  thence,  after  a  ftsfy  of  three  monthS| 
1  returned  to  Gloucefter.  Dire<fted  by  divine  Providence,  ac- 
companied with  the  earneft  folicitations  of  my  friends,  I  entered 
into  holy  orders :  O  pray.  Rev.  Sir,  that  I  may  be  a  fjiithful 
Minifler  of  Christ.  You  will  naturally  aflc,  Where  hath  it 
pleafefl  God  to  fettle  you  ?  Hear,  Rev.  Sir,  and  admire'  the 
divine  goodnefs  towards  the  worft  of  finners  !  My  friends  had 
laid  a  plan,  and  I  6nd  iince,  that  the  Biihop  had  united  with 
them,  to  have  me  fettfed  in  Gloucefter,  But  I  had  made  it  my 
earneft  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  through  Chrift,  that  I  might 
cither  not  go  into  orders,  or  continue  at  Oxford  fomc  time 
longer,  to  fit  me  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  God  was 
pleafed  toanfwer  this  prayer  wonderfully.  For  upon  my  return 
to  Oxford,  moft  of  our  friends  being  called  away  to  other  parts 
of  the  country,  the  Lord  put  it  into  the  heart  of  our  dear 
friend  Mr.  Morgan,  to  inforn>  Sir  John  Philips  of  our  affairs, 
who  immediately  fent  rtie  word,  that  he  would  allow  me  thirty 
pounds  a  year,  if  I  would  continue  at  Oxford,  and  fuperintend 
the  affairs  of  the  Methodifts.  Providence  diredcd  me  to  accept 
of  Ills  kind  offer:  Accordingly  I  preach  every  Sunday  to  th« 
prifoners,  and  follow  your  fteps  as  clofe  as  poflible. 

I  am  now  at  London,  fupplying  the  place  of  dear  .Mf* 
Broughton,  who  is  curate  at  the  Tower,  he  being  gone  to  Dum- 
mer,  in  Hampftiire,  to  aflift.  dear  Mr.  Hutchins,  who  is  gone 
to  put  his  brother  under  the  care  of  pious  Mr.  Clayton. 

Sir  John  Philips  is  very  much  in  our  intereft,  and  a  blefled 
infirument  of  fupplying  our  wants,  and  of  encouraging  us  in 
our  weak  endeavours  to  promote  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  and 
Ssrviour  Jtsus  Christ.  But  few  friends  are  left  at  Oxford  ; 
yet  the  Lord  hath  given  me  great  encouragement  out  of  his  holy 
word,  fo  that  I  hope  that  fomegownfmen  will  yet  be  added  to  our 
number.  The  grea^eft  pppofition  comes  from  the  laity  at  pre- 
fent.  Yet  there  is  mUch  good  done.  Our  fellow  ftudents  are 
pretty  quieti  though  our  names  ftink  among  them.  The  Lord 
inake  us  humble  and  thankful. 

The  ftock  for  the  prifon^rs  is  put  into  my  haads.  The  Lord 
give  me  wifdom  and  gnice,  to  diftribute  it  as  I  ought. 

I  have  only  to  beg  your  hearty  prajers  in  my  behalf  5  and 
alTure  you,  mine  are  offered  up  inceflantly  for  your  fuccefs,  and 
falvation.  The  good  Lord,  pardon  and  accept  them  fpr 
Christ's  fake. 

The  Lord  hath  indeed  highly  exalted  mc.  But  Weflcd  be 
his  holy  Name,  he  always  prepares  me  for  it :  particularly  be- 
fore, and  a  little  aft^r  my  prdinatipn,  I  was  ii^  a  manner  ftru^k 
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dumb,  for  fix  weeks  together.    But  fincc  then,  my  mouth  hdA 
•been  open  to  (hew  forth  his  praifc. 

Farewell,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir :  Gof)  be  with  you^  andprofper 
you  in  all  your  undertakings.  May  you  be  made  an  happy  in- 
ftrument  of  converting  the  Gentiles  ;  and  after  you  have  ferved 
your  bleffed  Matter  the  appointed  time  oh  earthy  fit  down  with 
him'  in  eternal  Reft  and  Glory  in  Heaven.  So  wiflies  and 
fo  prays,  Rev.  Sir, 

Your  afFeflionate  Friend  and  very  humble  fon  and  fervant 
in  Christ,  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD- 
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From  the  Rev.    Mr.    C  H  A  P  M  A  N, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  Pembroke-College,  Sept.  3,  1736. 

YOUR  kind  concern  and  replbated  endeavours  for  my  fpiri- 
.  tual  good,  while  at  Oxford,  will  not  fiiffer  me  to  think 
that  you  have  utterly  loft  all  remembrance  of  me,  though  .you 
have  given  me  no  teftimony  of  your  affeftion  fince  your  leaving 
England.  What  (hall  I  conje^ure  this  filence  to  be  owipgto? 
I  will  not  enquire.  But  rather  take  it  as  a  providential  punifti- 
ment  and  fcourge,  for  my  flow  and  flender  proficiency,  under 
the  bleffed  means  I  enjoyed  of  yo'iir's  and  dear  Brother's  conver- 
fation.  Too,  too  late,  alas!  do  I  fee  how  dreadfully  1  was 
wanting  to  myfelf,  in  hot  heartily  embracing  fo  giorious  an  op- 
portunity of  laying  in  a  ftock  of  fpiritual  courage,  fufKcient  to  have 
carried  me  viaorioufly  on  through  a  hoft  of  enemies.  How  does 
.my  bafe  ingratitude  to  my  heavenly  benefaftor,  like  a  frightful 
fpedlre,  prefent  itfelf  before  me,  for  rejefting  thofe  kind  offers 
of  health  and  falvation.  For  not  difengaging  myfelf  from  that 
bane  of  our  fpiritual  progrefs,  the  Fear  rf  the  Worldy  which  was 
always  as  fetters  upon  my  feet,  and  manacles  on  my  hands. 
O!  through  what  a  wafte  of  uncomfortable,  barren,  and  dry 
ground,  through  what  a  wildemefs  of  forrowff,  perplexities,  and 
*diftrcffes  have  I  been  led  through,  under  the  condud  of  this 
delufive  fpirit !  Whenthc  holy  and  loving  Spirit  of  Gop  would 
have  led  me  into  pleafant  paftures,  and  refreihed  mythirfty 
foul  with  the  waters  of  comfort,  and  conduced  me  into  .thofc 
paths  which  are  plea&ntnefs  and  peace.  But  bleffed  be  God 
for  the  fenfe  of  thefe  things,  though  indeed,  not  till  driven  \» 
\%  by  the  pungency,  of  the  affliftion,  by  the  mifery  and  torment 
of  a  divided  ftatiS  of  heart,  and  the  perpetual  confliQs  I  endured. 

Bleffed 
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Blefled  be  the  Moft  High  God,  I  am  once  again,  I  truft,  in 
the  ftrait  and  narrow  way  that  leadeth  to  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven, from  which,  that  I  may  never  ftir  a  foot  out  of,  till  the 
cord  of  life  is  loofed,  I  dare  fay,  you  will  not  ceafe  carneftly 
to  requeft  at  the  Throne  of  Grace,  I  am  forry  I  deferred  writ- 
ing till  it  was  too  late  to  (ay  more.  Though  I  cannot  help 
telling  you,  before  I  conclude,  that  I  fit  every  evening  with 
Mr.  Hervey,  that  great  champion  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  and 
that  I  read  five  times  a  week  to  a  religious  fbciety  in  St.  Ebb's 
Parifli.  Dear  Sir,  God  Almighty  profper  all  your  en- 
deavours for  the'  good  of  fouls,  arid  depend  upon  it  in  due  time, 
you  will  reap,  and  that  abundantly,  if  you  faint  not.  My 
prayers  are  with  you.  O !  that  my  body  was  there  too,  that  I 
might  make  up  what  I  have  lolt,  under  fuch  fliining  examples. 
Do,  dear  Sir,  write  me  a  long  letter  by  the  firft  opportunity, 
Adieu !  God  and  his  holy  Angels  be  with  you. 

I  am  Ybur*s, 

My  dear  Brother,  fincerely  in  Chrift, 

W.  CHAPMAN.  , 


LETTER    Vn. 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  CHARLfiS  WESLEY, 
To -Mr.    JOHN   W  E  S  L  E  Y,  Minifter  of  Savannah. 

Dear  Brother,  College- Street,  January  2,  I738,' 

FROM  my  foul  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  late  glorious 
treatment ;  nor  do  I  lefs  envy  you  it.  It  is  now  that  yoti 
begin  to  be  a  difciple  of  Christ.  I  have  juft  read  over  the 
returned  papers  without  any  emotion,  but  that  of  joy.  Had  I 
even  refolved  to  have  fet  up  my  reft  here,*  your  prefent  trial 
would  have  broke  my  rcfolution,  and  forced  me  back  to  America, 
to  partake  with  you  in  your  fufferings  for  the  Gofpel.  Such 
you  may  moft  affuredly  reckon,  what  you  now  labour  under ; 
^I  fhould  rather  fay,  what  you  now  rejoice  and  glory  in :)  For 
it  is  not  the  mixture  of  infirmity  that  can  prevent  God's  ac- 
cepting them  as  endured  for  his  fake.  If  you  have  the  teftimony 
pf  a  good  confciencc,  your  fufferings  are  interpretatively  his, 
and  human  wifdom  can  never  difpute  you  out  of  it.  We  know 
the  worldly,  and  even  pradially  good  men,  the  ftrangers  as  well 
as  the  enemies,  to  the  Crofs  of  Christ,  obferving  fome  failings 
in  God's  children,  afcribe  the  whole^ol  their  perfecutions  to 
ihofe  only.  The  feudal  of  the  crofs  with  them  is  ceafed,  the 
reproach  of  Christ  no  longer  fubfifts ;  the  contrariety  betwixt 
his  light,  and  darknefs,  betwixt  his  ifpirit,  and  the  fpirit  of  ..the 
fi^urld,  \»  at  ai>  end  j   and  our  conformity  to  our  perfecuted 

B  2  Mafter 
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Maftcr  is  all  refolvcd  into  want  of  prudence.  In  vairt  do  ^ 
prefs  them  with  the  plain  words  of  fcripturc,  <*  All  that  will 
live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  Jhall  fuffer  perfecution  :  the  difciple 
is  not  above  his  mafter ; — if  they  have  perfecuted  me,  they  will 
alfd  perfecute  you  " — and  a  thoufand  others :  Experience  only 
^an  convince  them  that  the  fenfe  of  thefc  fcriptures  is  literal  and 
eternal.  But  this  I  need  not  tell  you;  You  i«i;zi;  the  abfoluter 
impoffibiHty  of  being  inwardly  conformed  to  Christ,  without 
this  outward  conformity,  this  badge  of  difciplefhip,  thefe  marks 
of  Christ.  You  marvel  not,  as  if  fome  hew  thing  had  hap-* 
|)ened  unto  you  ;  but  rejoice  in  tribulation,  as  knowing  that 
hereunto  you  arc  called,  and  can  only  be  made  perfedt  through 
thefc  fufferings. 

Thefe  are  the  trials  that  muft  fit  you  for  the  heathen,  and  yoU 
fliall  fuffer  greater  things  than  thefe!  When  your  name  iff 
by  all  caft  out  as  evil,  and  //  is  not  fit  for  Juch  a  fellow  to  live. 
When  you  cannot  live  among  them,  but  are  driven  out  froifl 
your  own  countrymen,  then  is  your  time  for  turning  to  the 
Gentiles.        ^ 

That  time  may  ftill  be  at  a  great  diftance :  As  ytt  .the  bridle 
is  in  their  mouths,  and  all  the  Arrows  they  (hoot  out  are  bitter 
words.  But  ftay  till  thofe  words  are  credited  and  fcconded  by 
afiions;  till  he  that  lettcth,  Ictteth  nb  longer,  buj  the  wholq 
ftorm  burft  upon  youyiand  the  fiery  trial  commences ; — and  flitn 
will  be  fliewn  how  you  have  learned  Christ,  arid  whether 
you  ar«  cnofen  to  teach  him  to  the  heathens. 

You  remember  the  cafe  of  AthaHafius  Contra  mundum.  The 
charge  brought  againft  hm^^zs  worth  bringing ;  treafon,  adukeiy, 
and  murder,  at  once !  I  wonder  no  more  is  faid  againft  you* 
The  devil  himfelf  could  ndt  wifh  for  fitter  mftruments  than 
thofe  he  afluates*  and  infpircs  in  Georgia.  Whatever  he  will 
fuggcft,  they  will  both  fay  and  fwcar  to.  But  things  arc  n6t 
yet  ripe  on  yotr  part.  You  have  but  begun  the  leffon  of  meek- 
ncfs,  and  gcntlcnefe,  and  love :  And  GoDin  pity  of  your  wcA- 
ncfs  has  fent  you  a  felk)w*labo«rcr,  and  fcllow^fuflfcrcr.  He 
cv^w  xM  (rpAoUmf\  and  here  are  many  nojp,  who  long  to  be  par- 
taker with  you  in  the  fufFerings  of  the  gofpel.  I  too  wbuld  be 
of  the  number,  arid  (hall  follow,  in  fure  and  certain  expeftation 
rfvour  treatment.  The  fiery  furnace,  I  truft,  fliall  purify  me; 
and  if  emptied  of  myfelf,  I  would  defy  the  world  and  the  devil 
to  hurt  me  \  We  wqpld  then  join  m  turning  the  war  againlt 
them,  and  make  theftitfear  us. 

Gravcfend,  Jan.  3,       , 

I  am  here  with  G.  Whitefield,  my  Brothers  Hall,  and 
Hutton,  and  a  long  &c.  of  zcalouJ*  friends,  God  has  poured 
out  his  Spirit  upon  them,  fo  that  the  whole  nation  is  iQ  an  up* 

roar, 
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^roar.  Tell  deareft  Charles  D^  Lamotte,  that  we  dined  on  our 
way  at  Dummer,  where  we  found  his  lifters,  brother  William,  and 
mother,  exceedingly  zealous  for  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  William 
has  raifed  a  party  for  God  at  Cambridge.  They  are  already 
fiigmatized  for  Afethodijis,  We  fee  all  about  us  in  an  amazing 
fiirment«  Surely  chriftjanity  is  once  more  lifting  up  its  head. 
O  that  I  might  teel  its  renovating  Spirit,  and  be  thereby  qualified 
to  diffufe  it  among  others !  I  truft,  you  pray  without  ceafii^ 
for  me.  I  long  to  break  loofe  ;  to  be  devoted  to  Goo  ;  ,to  be 
in  Christ  a  New  Creature  ! 
Brethren  pray  for  us, 
CHARLES  WESLEY,  JOHN  HUTCHINGS,     , 

WESTLEY  HALL,  JOHN  BRAY, 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD,    JOHN  DOBB, 
'    JAMES  BUTTON,  JEPHTHAH  HARRIS, 

ISAAC  BURTON,  JAMES  flABERSHAM. 
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From    the   Rev.    Mr.    J.    G  A  M  B  O  L  D, 
To  the  R«v.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  Sir,  .  Jan.  23,  1738-  - 

IUnderftand  that  you  have  writ  to  me,  brft  the -letter  happeMd 
to  be  loft,  and  I  did  not  receive  it.     Your  brother  d^fired  mc 
'  to  read  his  fermon   for  him  ;  which  God  willing,  I  (hall  ifo 
next  Sunday.    .1  have  feen  upon  this  occaiion,  more  than  eVer  I 
could  have  imggiHed,  how  intolerable  the  doArinc  of  faith  is 
to  the  mind  of  man ;  how  peculiarly  intolerable,  evert  to  the 
mcjft  religious  men.     One  may  fay  the  nK)ft  unchriftian  things, 
even  down  to  deifm  ;  the  moft  enthufiaftic  things,  fo  they  pro- 
ceed but  Upon  mental  raptures,  lights,   and  unions ;  the  moft 
fcvere  things,  even  the  whole  rigour  of  Afcctic  fortification : 
And  all   this  will  be  foi^iven.     But  if  you  fpeak  of  faith,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  makes  Chrift  a  Saviour  to  the  utmoft,  a  moft 
univerfal  help  and   rtffuge ;  in  fuch  a  manner  as  takes  awsq^ 
glorying,  but  adds  happinefs  •  to  wretched  man  ;  as  difcovers  ^ 
greater  pollution  in  the  beft  of  us  than  we  could  before  acknow*. 
ledge,  but  brings  a  greater  deliverance  from  it  than  we  could 
before  expe<St:  If  any  one  offers  to  talk  at  this  rate^  he  (hall  be 
heard  with  the  fame  abho/rence,  as  if  he  was  going  to  rol\man. 
kind   of  their   falvation,  their  mediator,  or  their  hopes  of  for- 
^ivenefs.     I    am   perfuaded   that  a   Montanift,  or  a  Novatian, 
who   from  the  height  of  his  purity  (hould  look  down  with  con- 
tempt i^pon  popjr  linners,  and  exclude  them  frpm  all  mercy, 
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would  not  be  thought  fuch  an  overthrower  of  the  Golpel,  as  hb 
who  ihould  learn  from  the  Author  of  it,  to  be  a  friend  of  pub- 
licans and  finners,  and  to  fit  down  upon  the  level  with  them  as 
foon  as  they  begin  to  repent.  But  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 
For  all  religious  people  have  fuch  a  quantity  of  righteoufnefs 
acquired  by  fuch  painful  exercifc,  and  formed  at  laft  into  current 
habits,  which  is  their  wealth  both  for  this  world  and  the  next: 
Now  all  other  fchemes  of  religion  are  either  fo  complaifant,  as 
to  tell  them  they  are  very  rich,  and  have  enough  to  triumph  in; 
or  elfe  only  a  little  rough,  but  friendly  in  the  main,  by  telling 
them  their  riches  are  not  yet  fufficient,  but  by  fuch  arts  of  felf- 
denial  and  mental  refinement,  they  may  enlarge  the  ftock.  But 
the  doftrine  of  Faith  is  a  downright  robber ;  it  takes  away  all 
this  wealth,  and  only  tells  us  it  is  depofited  for  us  with  fome- 
one  elfe,  upon  whofe  bounty  we  muft  live  like  mere  beggars. 
Indeed  they  who  are  truly  beggars,  vile  and  filthy  finners  till 
very  lately,  may  ftoop  to  -live  in  this  dependent  condition ;  it 
fuits  them  well  enough  :  But  they  who  have  long  diftinguiflied 
themfelves  from  the  herd  of  vicious  wretches ;  or  have  even 
gone  beyond  moral  men ;  for  them  to  be  told  that  they  are  either 
not  fo  well,  or  but  the  fame  needy,  impotent,  infignificant 
veffels  of  nrercy,  with  the  others ;  this  is  more  fliocking  to  rea- 
fon,  than  tranfubftantiation.  For  reafon  had  rather  refign  its  pre« 
tentions  to  judge  what  4$  bread  or  ifle(b,  than  have  this  honour 
wrefted  from  it,  to  be  the  architeft  of  virtue  and  righteoufnefs. 
But  where  am  I  running  ?  My  defign  was  only  to  give  you 
warning^  that  wherever  you  go,  this  foolifhnefs  of  preaching 
will  alienate  hearts  from  you,  and  open  mouths  againft  you. 
What  arc  you  then  to  do,  my  dear  friend  ?  I  will  not  exhort 
you  to  courage  :  We  need  not  talk  of  that,  for  nothing  that  is 
approaching,  is  evil.  I  will  only  mention  the  prejudice  wt 
ihall  be  under,  if  we  feem  in  the  lead  to  lay  afide  univerfal 
charity,  and  modefty  of  expreffion.  Though  we  love  fome  per- 
fons  more  than  we  did,  let  us  love  none  lefs  :  And  the  rather, 
becaufe  we  (ynnot  fay  any  one  is  bad,  or  deftitute  of  divine  grace, 
for  not  thinking  as  we  do ;  he  only  lefs  apprehends,  lefs  enjoys 
that  in  Chriftianity,  which  is  the  refuge  of  the  weak  and  mifera- 
ble,  and  will  be  his  when  he  finds  hini^elf  fo.  Indignation  at 
mankind  is  a  temper  unfuitable  to  this  caufe :  If  we  are  indeed 
at  peace  with  God  in  Chrift,  let  it  foftcn  our  demeanor  ftill 
more,  even  towards  gainfayers.  Let  them  rejeft  us:  Till  then, 
and  (as  far  as  it  will  be  admitted)  afterwards,  let  our  friend- 
fhip  with  them  continue  inviolate.  Then  as  to  expreffions, 
what  has  given  moft  offence  hitherto,  Ms  what  perhaps  may.beft 
be  fpared.  As  fome  people's  confident  and  hafty  triunjphs  in  ^ 
the  Grace  of  God  ;  not  by  way  of  humble  thankfulnefs  to  him 
for  looking  upon  them,  or  acknowledgment  of  fome  peace  and 
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^rength  unknown  before,  which  they  hope  will  be  incrcafed  to 
them  i  but  infifting  on  the  completenefs  of  their  juftification,  th« 
Gompletenefs  of  their  deliverance  already  from  all  fin,  and  tak- 
ing to  them  every  apoftolical  boaft  in  the  ftrongeft  terms;  I 
do  not  deny  but  power  our  fin,  and  every  gofpei  privilege,  is 
beflowed  perhaps  in  as  Jarge  a  degree  in  the  beginning  of  grace, 
as  at  any  time  afterwards  :  For  it  depends  on  the  a&ual  oper- 
ation of  the  Spirit  that  moment  upon  the  heart,  not  on  a  mere 
federal  or  habitual  union  with  him ;  and  his  operation  is  par- 
ticularly ftrong  at  the  firft  ientrance  upon  a  new  life.  Yet  as 
fuch  converts  muft  remember,  that  this  abfolute  degree  of  in- 
nocence (excluding  for  the  moft  part  even  the  firft  motions  of  fin,) 
may  foon  depart  from  them,  and  be  given  them  but  fometimes  ; 
though  till  they  fall  from  Go©,  they  will  ftill  be  free  from  wil- 
ful fins :  So  whil&  it  continues,  it  is  the  moft  flippery  and  dan- 
gerous thing,  among  all  the  bleffings  they  receive,  for  them- 
felves  to  reflect  much  upon ;  and  the  moft  exceptionable  that 
they  can  talk  of  to  other  men*  Let  us  fpeak  of  every  thing 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  convey  glory  to  Chrift  without  letting 
it  glance  on  ourfelves  by  the  way.  Let  us  profefs  (when  we  can 
with  truth)  how  really  the  chriftian  falvation  is  fulfilled  in  us, 
~  rather  than  how  fublimely. 

I  have  writ  in.  the  end  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Barney's  to  Mr. 
Huttori,  for  fome  of  the  Hymns,  and  Madam  Schurman's  Life. 
Mifs  Weflcy  defires  to  hear  from  you  immediately,  and  to  fee 
you  foon,  and  hopes  it  was:  not  illnefs  that  hindered  you  from 
coming  before  now.  My  giving  you  the  trouble  of  this  letter 
you  muft  impute  to  her. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  Your's  fincerely,  J.  GAMBOLD.' 


L  E  T  T  E  R    iX, 

From    the   Rev.    Mr.    H  E  R  V  E  Y, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  and  Honoured  Sir,  Aug.  21,  1739* 

YOUR  letter  from  London  occafioned  a  fpeedy  anfwer  and 
a  thankful  acknowledgment.  I  fuppofe  my  epiftle  mif- 
carried,  otherwife  you  would  Jiot  have'  taxed  me  with  for- 
getfulnefs  of  a  friend,  whom  I  im  infinitely  obliged  to,  and 
whom  I  dearly  eftcem.  You  afk,  What  I  am  doing  in  my 
prefent  fituation  ?  I  anfwer  :  The  fame  that  Bafil  and  Nazi- 
anzen  did  in  the  wildcrnefs  ;  ftudying  the  fcriptures,  furnifliing 
my  rnind  with  faving  knowledge,  and  fitting  a  poor  deacon  for 
thc^  fervicc  of  Chrift'  s  Church-     With  this  farther  difference, 
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betwixt  my  inconfidcrablc  fclf  and  thofc  excellent  pcrfons,  that 
tiiey  retired,  in  the  vigour  of  health*  I  under  the  infirmities  of 
a  crazy  conftitution,  which  I  hope  to  have  repaired  by  enjoying 
the  moft  comfortable  convenicncies  of  life,   and  a  refpite  from 
labour.     At  prefent  had  I  the  ftrongeft  inclination,  I  have  no 
nfianner  of  ability  to  beftir  myfclf  in  the  way  you  propofe.     I, 
a  thundering  Boanerges!     I^  a  fpeaking  trumpet  from  heaven! 
I  lift  up  my  voice  to  the  whole  world  and  make  the  canopy  of 
the  fkies  ring !     Never,  dear  Sir,  never  could  you  have  made 
choice  of  fo  improper  a  perfon,  fo  vaftly  unequal  to  the  taft* 
Befides,  I  freely  own,  I  cannot  approve  of  itinerant  preaching, 
I  ^hink  it  is  repugnant  to  the  apoAolical  as  well  as  the  Englifli 
Conftitution.     I   find  Timothy  fettled  at   Ephefus,  TitUs  ftati- 
ened  at  Crete,  and  other  of  our  Captain's  commanders  afiigned 
to  their  particular  pofts.     Thefe  labourers,    (arid   induArious 
labourers  they  were,)  did  not  think  it  neccffary  or  expedient  to 
travel   from  this  country  to  that,  with  words  of  exhortation  in 
their  mouth,  but  chofe  to  lay  out  their  pafloral  vigilance  upon 
the  flock  configned  to  their  care.     Thus  would  I  advife  my  dear 
Mr.  Wefley  to  aft ;  be  content  to  imitate  thefe  primitive  (and 
only  not  infpired)  preachers.     Fix  in  fomc  parifli ;  vifit  caretiiUy 
your  people ;  let   every  individual  be  the  pbjeft  of  your  com* 
paflionate  zeal ;  in  a  word,  be  a  living  Ouranio,     O  !  what  good 
might  this  do  to  the  caufe  of  chriftianity ;  how  might  neigh* 
bouring  Minifters   follow   the   unexceptionable  example  9    and 
from  inveighing  againft  my  good  friend,  as  they  now  unanimoufly 
do,  honour  him  and  tread   in  his  fteps.         Straitnefs  of  time 
obliges  me  to  put  an  end  to  my  letter,  but  no  diflTereiice  of 
opmion,  no  long  abfcence,  nothing,  I  truft,  in  time  or  through 
eternity,  (hall  be  able  to  put  an  end  to  my  moft  refpeiStful  ancf 
honourable  regard,  my  aiScdlionate  and^  grateful  efteem  for  dear 
Mr.  Wefley  :  whom  I  love,  and  whofe  I  am,  with  the  greatell 
fincerity,  .      J.  HERVEY.  ' 

%*  How  ft rangely  miftaken  was  this  great  and  good  roan,  to 
fuppofc  that  either  Timothy  or  Titus,  w«rc  fettled  Minifters? 
And  how  would  Mr.  Wefley's  ufefulnefs  have  been  contraSed, 
had  he  hearkened  to  his  advice  ?  But  Mr.  Wefley  followed  the 
openings  of  Divine  Providence,  ^nd  th^  leadings  of  the  Spiril 
of  God. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    X. 
From  thp  Rev.  M'r.  WHITEFlElyD, 
T'o  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY,  in  London, 
Rev.  and  pear  SiRf  Powns,  Feb.  i,  1738. 

I  Received  the  news  of  your  arrival,  (blefle4  be  God,)  with 
the  utmofi  compofure ;  and  fent  a  fervant  ii»nie<tiatel7  on 
fil0r6>to  wait  on  vou«  but  fqi^id  you  wasggne^    Since  thaf 

■■■■'■■■■        ^  ■■     .         '       '  •  ■        ■         yot|f 


h    B    T^  T    B   R    S-}  «y 

your  kind  Ittter  has  reached  ;!i^.  .  But  I  think  many  reafonsf  inay 
he  urged-againft  my  coniing  to  London.  For  firft,  I  cannot  be 
hid,  if  I  came  there :  And  the  enemies  of  the  LOrd  will 
think  I  am  turning  back,  and  fo  blafphcme  that  Holy  Name, 
wherewith  I  am  called.  Secondly,  I  cannot  leave  the  flock  com- 
mitted to  my  care  on  (hipbpard  :  And  perhaps  while  I,  am  at; 
London,  the  ihip.may  fail.  Thirdly,  I  fee  no  caufe  for  not  go-* 
ing  forwards  to  Georgia,  Your  coming  rather  confirms  (as  far 
as  I  can  hitherto  fee,)  than  difannuls  my  call.  It  is  not  fit  the 
Colony  ihould  be  left  without  a  (hepherd.  And  though  they 
are  a  ftifF-necked  and  rebellious  people  ;  yet  is  God  hath  given 
me  the  affedlions  of  all  where  1  have  been  yet,  why  flioufd  I 
defpair  of  finding  his  Divine  Prefence  in  a  foreign  land  ?  *For 
thefe  reafons.  Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  I  ftiould  rather  think  it  more 
advifeable  for  you,  either  to  come  to  Deal  immediately,  or  fend 
me  an  account  of  things  as  you  fhall  judge  moft  profer,  jfedfcotiuV 
frius  eligo:     Nil  mihi'  refcribary  attamen  ipfe  vent. 

-  Whether  I  am  right  or  not,  God  only  knows.  However  thid^ 
is  my  comfort,,  to  the  bcft  of  my  knowledge,.  I  fimply  defire  to 
do  the  Divine  Will..  And  therefore^  I  fprcad  your  letter,  be- 
fore the  Lord  in  prayer,  and  afked  for  diredHon  ; — but  as  ycV 
find  no  inclination  m  myfelf,  or  intimation  from  Provijdence,  to» 
follow  you  to  London.  J  rather  dread  it,  and  refledl  on  the^ 
Prophet  whb  went  back  contrary  to  the  Divine  Command,  at- 
the  folicitations  of  the  other  Prophet,  and  .was  flajn  by  a  liorv 
in  the  way.  God  forbid  I  fhould  compare  you  to  a  falfe  pro-< 
phet;  but  you  know,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  our  blelTed 
Maftcr  to  try  us  even  by  fervants  of  his  own.  Oh,  dear  Sir^ 
I  ihould  rejoice  to  fee  you,  if  God  (hall  think  fit.  If  yoa. 
commend  me  to  God  and  the  Word  of  his  Grace,  and  pray  that 
I  may  he  always  ready,  nudus  nudum  atum  fequi,  and  follow  the 
Captain  of  my  Salvation,  thopgh  it.be  through  a  fea  of  blood* 

I  throw  myfelf  blindfold,  into  the  hands  of  God.  His' 
ftrength  will  be  made  perfeft  in  my  weaknefs.  And,  I  truft,  I 
(hall  be* more  than  conqueror  through  him  that  made  me. 

Rev.  Sir,  I  rejoice  that  you  are. once  more  coitie  to  your  native 
(hore ;  And  am,  I  truft,  finccrely, 

Rev.  Sir, 

Your  mbft  affc6tionate  Son  and  Servant, 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD. 
jp.  S..  Pray-  falutc  all  in  .my  name 

C  .    LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    XI. 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  WHITEFIELD, 
To  the  Rbv.  JOHN  WESLEY,  in  London. 

Honoured  Sir,  StapleaQiwin,  Wilts,  Feb.   13,  1739. 

YOUR  prayer  is  heard !  This-  morning  I  vifited  your  mo- 
ther, whofe  prejudices  are  entirely  removed,  and  Ihe  only 
longs  to  be  with  you,  in  your  focieties  at  London.  Arguments 
from  Tiverton,  1  believe,  will  now  have  but  little  weight. 
We  parted  with  prayer.  Brotlfier  Hall  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and 
ib,  methinks,  wiU  you  and  brother  Charles.  Honoured  Sir, 
how  (hall  I  cxprcfs  my  gratitude  to  you  for  paft  favours  ?  I 
pray  for  you  without  ceafing  :  But  that  is  not  enough ;  I  want  to 

J;ivc  you  more  fubftantial  proofs.  Believe  me,  I  am  ready  to  fol- 
ow  you  to  prifon  and  to  death.  To  day  I  was  thinking,  fuppofc 
my  honoured  friend  was  laid  in  a  dungeon,  for  preaching  Chrift; 
Oh)  how  "would  I  viiit  him !  How  would  I  fcifs  his  chain,  and 
continue  with  hmv  till  midnight,  linging  pfalms  I  Perhaps  our 
friends  may  think  none  of  thefe- tlungs  (hall  befall  us.  But  I 
know  not  but  they  may  be  nigh,  even  at  the  door.  As  for  my 
own  part,  I  expe6k  to  fufFer  in  the  flefh.  I  believe  I  (hall  be 
exalted  :  I  know  I  muft  be  firft  humbled.  I  am  affured,  you 
will  not  be  aihamed  6f  me  when  I  am  a  prifoner.  I  only  (uU 
pe6t  myfelf.  But  God's  Grace  will  be  fufBcient  for  me.  Let 
us  then,  honoured  Sir,  (if  fuch  a  one  as  I  may  give  a  word  of 
exhortation,)  follow  our  Matter  without  the  camp,  bearing  his 
reproach.  Let  us  chearfully  fufFer  the  lots  of  ail  things,  and  lay 
down  our  lives  for  his  fake.  I  pray  continually,  that  as  your 
day  is,  fo  may  your  'ftrength  be :  I  pray  that  you  may  not  only 
have  peace,  bat  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  be  filled  with*  all 
the  fulnefs  of  GO0.  1  know  you  pray  for, 
Honoured.  Sir,      •  • 

Your  afFc(Slionate  Son  in  the  Faith, 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD- 


LETTER    XII. 

From   the    Rev.    Mr.    WHITEFIELD, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Honoured  Sir,  ^   .  Briftol,  March  3,  1739. 

I  Rejoice   fincerely  in  your  indefatigable  zeal,  and  great  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  Gofpel  of  our  dear  Redeemer.     Does  not  Goo 
hy  this  cry  out  to  thofe  .that  have  cars  to  hear,  "This  is  the 

way, 
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'jyay,  walk  In  it.*'  Juft  now*  I  am  come  ijrom.  Balh,  and  was 
much  refreflicd  .by  the  fight  of  Mr.  Thomfi^n,  Griffiths  Jpncs, 
^c..  Gop  greatly  bleffed  my  converfation  to  them.;  Lrady  C— r-^ 
is  as  yet  (elfw righteous.  But  what  I  faid  daggered  lixex*  She 
^will  h;ejice  forward,  I  believe,  pray  f^r  deliverance.  I  wrote  t^ 
tier  this  mprning.  Anpther  youftg  gsentleflaan  fippm  Bath,  in»- 
tends  joiQing  our  friends  at  the  Uoiverfity.  .  3ilfaYe  news  brother 
JCinchin  fends  from  thence.  ;  How  ii^cpctly,  in  fpight  of  all 
oppoiition>  is  the  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Chr^t  carried  on  I 
^ere  is  .a  child  of  nine  years. old,  filled  with  the  love  of  Gop, 
and  very  defirous  of  receiving  the  Sii^ramfaui  ,  Brother  BjowiSk 
knows  hitn.  .  How  would  you  advife  me  to  a£l  ?  I  think  I 
would  not  advife  brother  Brown  to, come  here  till  you  do.  He 
"wilt  be  a  great  help  to  you  in' this  city,  becaufe  he  knows  our 
friends.  There  is  a  glorious  door,  opened  among  the  Colliers. 
You  muft  come  and  water  what  God  has  enabled  me  to  plant. 

Since  I  begun  this,  I  hear  you  are  gone  to  Oxon.  Honour^ 
Sir,  I  heartily  pray  God  Io  hlefs  your  endeavours,  and  make 
you  ftronger  and  ftronger.  Oppofition  here  is  not  fo  great,,  as 
it  has  Ijeen.  I  am  now  caft  out,  *bleffed  he  God.  May  I 
tiot  now  hope  tliat  I,  begin  toi).e  a  difcipic  i3f  Chrift.  Honoured 
-Sirj  I  love  you  more  than  words  can  exprefs,  and  am, 
Honoured  Sir,  , 

Your  dutiful  Son  and  Servant, 

•    GEORGE  WHITEFIELD- 


*  ^ 
«  * 


.LETTER    XIII. 

From  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY, 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  GEORGE  WHITEFIELD. 

My  dear  Brother,  March  20,  1739- 

WOULD  you  have  me  fpeak  to  yo^  freely  ?  Withoi|t 
any  foftening  or  referve  at  all  ?  I  ^now  you  would. 
And  may  our  loving  Saviour  fpeak  to  your  heart,  fo  nay  labour 
fliall  not  be  in  vain.  I  do  not  commend  yoi^  wi;th  regard  to  our 
brothers  S —  and  C — .  But  let  me  fp^ak  tenderly.  For  I  am 
but  a  little  child.  I  know  our  Lord  has  hrpqghtgood  out  af 
their  going  to  you :  Good  to  jrqu,  and  /good-  to  thejn :  Very 
much  good :  And  may  he  increafe  it  a  thoufand  fold,  how  muc^ 
foever  it  be !  But  is  every  thing  gop4>  nvp^  brother,  out  of 
which,  he  brings  good  ?  Ithirtk.  that  does  not  follow,  O  my 
brother,  is  it  well  fqr  you  or  jpfie,  to  give  the  leaft  hint  .of  fet^ing 
up  our  will  or  judgment,  againft  that  of  our  whole  Society  ? 
Was  it  well,  for  you  once  to  hientjon  a  defire,  which  they  haA. 
all  folemnly  declared  nhey  thought.  xmreaTonablc  ;  was  not  this 
^bundaat  canfe  to  drop  any  defign,  which  was  not  manifeftly 

C  z,  grounded 
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grdunded  on  a  clear  command  6f  our  Lobd  ?  Iildccd  my  br^r! 
thcr,  in  this  I  commend  you  not.  If  our  brother  R —  or  P — . 
^iired  any  thing,  and  our  other  brethren  difapprovcd  of  it,  I 
can  not  but  think  he  ought  immediately  to  let  it  drop.  How 
much  more,  ought  you  or  I  ?  They  are  upon  a  level  with  the 
Tcft  of  their  brethren.  But  I  trpft  you  and  I  are  not  5  we  are 
the  fcrvantB  of  all.  Thu8  far  have  I  fpoken,  with  fear  and 
much  trembling^  and  with  many  tears.  O  may  our  Lord  fpeak 
the  reft  ;  for  wbat  (hall  fiipb  an  one  ^&  I  fay  to  a  beloved  fervant 
pf  my  Lord  ?  O  pray  that  I  may  fpe  myfelf  a  worm  and  no 
man.  X  wifti  to  be  yo«r  Brother  in  Jesus  Christ, 
^  :     ^  JOHN  WESLEY. 
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Frpn^  Mr.   WILLIAM    De  L  A  M  O  T  T  E, 
.  To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY,  ^ 

P^^H  S|R^  Pfftobcrj,   10,   1738. 

1.  Thank  God  for  your  coming  to  Blandon ;  though  I  myfelf 
had  npt.  fo  muph  of  your  company,  I  can  trace  your  fpotr 
fteps  and  reap  the  benefit  of  it,  in  the  bleffed  effefl:  it  has  had  oi^ 
others.  O  may  God  continue  to  fet  his  feal  to  your  xni^i^ry^ 
>«rherefoeycr  you  go!  Mr.  Piers,  I  believe  has  felt  great  comfort, 
and  is  preffing  for  the  full  aflurance  oif  faith.  6od  grant  he  m^^y 
feel  his  deiire  accomplifhed !  And  may  we  all  fo  increafe  in 
Grace  asf  to  become  helpers  pf  your,  joy.  .    . 

Cai^  a  man  properly  be  faid  to  bcborn  of  God  till  he  has  an 
aflfurance  of  faith  ?  St.  John  makes  the  teft  of  dur  New  Birth, 
our  yiStory  over  the  world  and  fin  ;  if  fo,  I  fear,  I  am  ffitl  un- 
regene^"ate,  for  fin  works  powerfully  in  ine,  ar\d  feems  to  be 
frequently  proclaiming  its  conqueft^  over  me:  And  yet  mj 
foul  is  often  in  a  fweet  peace,  nay,  fometimes  overwhelmed  with 
joy,  and  always  pants  for  clofer*  union,  a  fuller  manifeftation 
pf  the  Son  of  God.  How  is  this  confiftent  with  the  true 
juft|fying  faith  ?  I  could  be  glad  of  your  opinion  and  advice. 
f  would  have  fpoke  to  you  at  Mr.  Bray's^  but  npy  mouth  was 
held  in  that  I  could  not  fpeak :  therefore,  I  dioiild  be  glad  if 
you  would  fupply  the  want  of  that,  with  a  line  or  t^^^o,  and  you 
wMl  very  much  oblige,. 

Your  fincerc  Friend  in  GhIiist, 

WILLIAM  De  LAMOTTE. 

God  incrcafed  my  audience  laft  night  to  upwards  of  eighty. 

P  may  he  increafe  them  in  nilmb'ef,  and  knowledge,  and  the 

'i^oye  of  his  Holy  Name,     Continue  your  prayers  for  us.  Adieu ! 

,     LETTER.. 
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From  the  Rev.  Mr.     WHITEFIELD, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY.  ^ 

Honoured  Sir,  London,  July  23,  1739. 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  reproof.  Hence  forward  T  will 
beg  of  God  to  keep  the  door  of  my  lips  that  I  offend  no 
more  with  my  tongue.  I  would  not  willingly  have  one  unpro^ 
fitable  word  proceed  out  of  my  mouth.  I  am  often  with  per*- 
fons  that  commend  me,  I  take  it  as  my  crpfs.  .  I  look  upon 
them  only  as  people  talking  in  their  fleep.  I  generally  find 
chofe  that  fo  praife  me  to  my  face,  are.  but  mere  novices  in 
the  fpiritual  life.  However  God  always  gives  me  thorns  in  the 
flefh.  May  I  by  them  be  taught  true  humility  and  poverty  of 
fpirit.  I  love  you  more  for  reproving  me.  I  abhor  nothing 
more  in  chriftians  than  refervednefs.  Matters  go^  on  well 
here.  People  are  more  and  more  hungry,  and  God  gives  me 
greater  power.  Forty  pounds  were  collefted  yefterday  for  the 
Colliers. 

Your  brother  Charles  may  be  expedted  the  middle  of  next 
week.  Ralph  Erikine  has  fent  you  a  letter  :  Pray  keep  up  a 
fponftant  correfpondence  with  him,  and  honoured  Sir,, 

Your  unworthy  Son  and  Servant  in  Christ, 

GEORGE  WHITEFIELD. 
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From  Mr.    LAWFORD    GODFREY, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

My  dear  Friend,  John  Wefley,  Exon,  25,  X^bcr,  1739. 

I  Read  thine  of  the  17th  on  22d,  whereby  I  perceive  thjr 
thoughts  have  been  often  employed  on  the  grand  objcftion 
made  by  Dr.  W — r,  to  thy  doiSrine,  on  thofe  two  Evangelicapl 
Sentences  of  the  Apoftle,  Rom.  xiv.  17.  "  The  Kingdom  of 
God  is  not  mdat  and  drink,  but  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  :and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft."  And  as  thou  haft  given  me  thy  plaili 
thoughts  on  this  fubjc«ft,  and  defircft  mine,  lam  fo  fond  of  hold- 
ing a  chriftian  correfpondence  with  thee  as  fo  anfwer  thy  requeft, 
in  a  fpirit,  I  hope,  of  mecknefs. 

Had  the  doSor,  been  really  a  doftor  in  divinity,  I  think,  he 
could  not  have  granted  "All  thy  doftrineto  be  true,"  and  at 
the  fame  time  "  dangerous."  And  his  fear  of  **  Leading  men  into 
cnthufiafm,  or  defpair,**  by  the  doftrinc  of  truth,  favours  too 

much 


^. 
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much  of  the  fpirit  of  this  world,  and  of  that  wifdom  which  it 
fooliflincfs  with   God.     Since   Enthufiafm,  properly   fpeaking, 
is   neceffai;^  to  '{klvation.:   Becaufe  without  Divine  Infpiration, 
**  The  natural >man  kno^s  ijot  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God." 
And  no  man  can  favingly  (i.  e.  feelingly  and  experimentally)  fay, 
•<  that'Jfifitfs  is  the  LdRt)  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost."    And 
the/  neataral  man  i«  fo  very  remote  from  this  experience,  that 
A>efbre  he.  comes  favingly  to  know  the  Lord,  it  isiicoeffary  he 
ihould  firft  knoHv  himfelf.      And  for  thefe  great  endsy  the  Lo&d^ 
ty  the  fecret  workings  bf  his  Spirit,  fometimes,  yea- often,  (as 
in  a  moment)  brings  to  man's  remembrance  his  whole  evil  courfe 
of  life,  as  our  Savour,  once,  in  the  days  of  his  flc(h  told  the  fin- 
iul  Samaritan  woman,  ^*  All  that  ever  (he  had  done."     But  fuch 
convidions  are  fo  frequent  with  maftkind,  that  they  eftcem  them 
•but  as  checks  of  natural  conscience,  (too  much  ftom  the  prejudice 
of  that  educati()n  which  flows  from  worldly  wife,  but  ftill,  na- 
tural men:}  and  while  fuch  "  reproof  of  inftrudion"  is  taken  to 
arife  from  man's  nature,  even  fo  long   are  men.  eftranged  from 
Christ,  hpw  wife  focver  in  their  generation !  .  But  no  fooner 
comes  the  creature  fully  to  believe  thofe  gracious  difcovcries  to 
arife  from  the  immediate  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,  but  that 
creature   is  laid,  low,  even   in   the  duft,  and  then  made  to  fay 
'feelingly  as  Job  did  :     **  I   have  often    heard  of  thee  by  the 
hearing   of  the  ^ar ;  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee  wherefore  I 
abhor   my  felf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  afhes."     Yea,  fuch  fouls 
are^ fometimes  brought  to  their  wits   end!     And,    Saul  like, 
(When  knocked  down  to  the  ground,  and  convinced  of  the  grofs 
iniquity  of  his  foul,  by  ah  heavenly  vifitation,)    cry  out,  and  fay, 
**  Lord  what  wouldft  thou  hsive  me  to  do  ?"  And  here  is  the  agony 
of  the  New  Birth  :    And  though  attended  with  the  deepe^  con- 
trition, the  eye  of  (he  nrind   being   nov)  opened  by  the  Divine 
Hand,  to  fee  its  htmg  utterly  \o%  and  undone ^Vw^r,  without 
a  Saviour ;    vet  bleffcd  are   all   they,  of  every  nation,  who  are 
»lrujy  brou^t  into  this  ftate^  for  this  is  the  entrance  itito  that 
-eternal   life,  which  is   imtnediately  received  by  the  power  and 
.coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     O   then,  what  balmy 
dew,  heavenly  manna,  and  angel'^  ^dod,  cKftllls  into  the  foul, 
when   it:  really  feels,  the  truth  bf  thofe  ittoft  gracious  words, 
"  This  is  life  fternal  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  true 
Gop,  and  Jrsus  Christ  whom  thou  haft  fent!"     How  can 
iucKdo  Icfs  than  to  negledl  their  worldly  engagements  to  pro- 
fnote  th^  Mfwwledge  of  Jistrs  Christ,  even  as  the  poor»woman 
left  her  water  pot,  and  her  etrand  to  Jacobus  well  juhfinifticd> 
.to  run  into  thcci^y  of  Sicar,.^  qa  th^  Lord's  errand,  with  this 
noble  invitations  *<  Come,  fe^  a;  man  who  has  toW  i/i^  all  that 
,evcr  I  have  done  ?  is  not  this  the  Christ  !" 

But 
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But  to  returii  :  Every  regenerate  mind  muft  know  that  <<  The, 
Kingdom*  of  God  is  not  w^/  and  drink^  fince  they  are  but  ele* 
ments  of  this  world.  They  ^^ere  'mdeed <^  jhadow  of  good  things 
to  come,"but  could  Aever  make 'the  comers  to  them  perfedt,  .a« 
pertaining  to  the  confcience ;"  nor  were  they  Impofed  by  dwint 
obligations'  "  btit  till  the  time  of  reformation."  Wherefore^ 
that  Christ  fl^;ri?,  .might  become  the  great  and  only  ordinance 
of  heaven,  to  the  church  of  the  New  Teftament^  he  blotted 
out  the  hatid-S^riting  of  all  thofe  elementary! ordinances,  an4 
took  them  out  of  6\ix  way,  by^nailtng  them  to  his  croCs.  Col.  ii* 
14.  And  hereby  made  good  that  prophecy,  **  Yet,  once  more,  I 
ihake  not  the  earth  only  but  4z^d  heaven."  For  thus  have  1 
learned  in  fccret,  that  till  then  the  divers  wafhings,  or  bap* 
tifnis,  and  carnal  [fhadowy]  ordinances,  were  impofed  by  Divine 
AiSthority  upon  the  Jew5.  But,  fottafmuch  a&  they  could  non« 
of  them,  nor  all  of  them  put  together,  give  an  entrance  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  or  of  his  Christ,  .  (i.  e,  into  the  im.move* 
able  church  of  the  New  Teftament.)  Therefore, .  the  Lord 
{hook  them,  though  once  the  very  ordinances  of  heaven,  divinely 
fiiited  to  a  "ftiadowy,  and  typical  difpenfation.  And  for  this 
glorious  endy  that  he  might  eftablifh  his  ^wn  fpirituial  immove- 
able kingdom,  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  of  all  nations,  by^ 
the  virtue  of  his  own  power  alone.  Since  therein  only  is  all  fuf^ 
ficiency.  And  wherefoever  he  is  rightly  known,  fuch  fouls  are 
Drought  to  the  lively  experience,  that  he,  zndht  only y  is  theif 
ally  being  "  made  of  God  to  them  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs^ 
and  fandliiication,  and  redemption."  Theji  can  they  truly  fay, 
**  The  Kingdom  of  GpD  is  not  me^kf  and  drink;'  Becai^fe  th^y 
perifli  with  the  ufing^  , 

But,  ^*^  it  is  righteoufnefs  and  peace,  and  joy  in  th©  Holt 
Ghost,"  which  are  fo  infeperably  joined  together,-  that  they  can 
never  be  put  afunder,  either  by  man  or  devils  \  but  remain  un4 
Ihaken  and  immoveable,  for  ever  and  ever :  even  fo,  Amen  ! 

And  thus,  my  dear  friend,  through  the  virtue  of  Omnipotenct 
mad^  manifeft  in  our  weakncfsy  the  children  of  God  <*  do  glory 
in  the  Lord:"  Bec^ufe,  they  favingly know y  ^^  he  hzs  really 
tranflated  them  into  the  Kingdom  of  his  dear  Son.'*  And  as 
tliis  IS  inimovcable  in  it/elf,  fo,  neither  can  they  be  moved,  any 
more  than  Mount  Zion.  While  they  hold  faft  that  Grace  and 
Truth  that  is  come  to,  andjgiven  them^  by  Jesus,  Christ  ;  for 
they  tnoji  fenftbly  feci  it  conferVed  upon  them,  in  the  one  baptlfm 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  ;"  whereby,  only  they  are  enabled  "  to 
put  on  Christ."  There  is,  theny  no  diftindion  to  be  made, 
cither  **  of  Jew  or  Get^tile,  Bond  or  Free,  Barbarian  or 
Scythian,  Male  or  Female."  F6r  all  fuch  are  ^^  one  in  Christ 
Jesus."  May  the  whole  world'  enjoy  this  gnatejl  offfleffiHgsi 
Amen.  -  -  .  /       .       . 

Herein 
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Hefein  then  (as  I  have  teamed  Christ)  is  the  bond  of  our 
chriftian  fellowftiip;  for  all  thofc  A/3f^/>y  fouls  whofe  •<  fellow- 
ihip  truly  is  with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son,  through  the 
Holy  Ghost  which  he  hath  given  theip,"  mufthave  **  fellow* 
ihip  one  with  another,"  it  ainnot  pojjibly  be  otherwifc ;  and 
this  heavenly  fellowfhip  is  attended  with  "  the  wifdom.  which  i^ 
from  above,"  and  *<  is  firft  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and 
cafy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy,  .and  good  fruits,  without 
^fartiality  and  without  hypocrtjy*'  And  here  only,  *«  The  fruit 
of  righteoiifnefs  is  fown  in  peacty  of  them  that  make  peace." 
And  thus  come  the  faints,  in  all  nations,  to  learn  charity,  chrif 
tlan  charity  !  So  that  to  them,  **  Circumcifion  is  nothing,  and 
uncircuroci(ion  is  nothing,  but  the  new  creature,  and  that  faith 
which  worketh  by  love,"  to  the  purifying  of  their  hearts.  Thi^ 
iSy  /^  th^m J  the  one  thing  needful,  thp  bleffed /«»»  of  their  re- 
ligion and  heavenly  hnd  of  their  union,  becaufe  this  only  can 
give  them  an  intereft  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  is  the  Faith  of  the 
operation  of  God,"  freely  "  delivered  to  the  faints,"  for  Jeso> 
fake. 

And  fince  fuch  are  convinced^  that  .<^  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
(or  let  me  fay.  The  government  of  the  Prince  qf  Peace  upon 
their  hearts,)  **  is  not  meat  and  drink:*'  So  the  wifdom  and 
charity  of  the  faints,  are  to  be  excrcifed  toward  one  another  in 
thofe  thingSy  according  to  the  primitive  pattern  fet  forth  by  the 
holy,  and  great  Apodle  of  the  Gentiles,  in  that  14th  Chap,  to 
the  Romans,  in  a  particular  manner. 

For  though  meats  and  drinks,  and  divers  waihings,  are  not 
fT^r/A  contending- for,  as  not  appertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God.     Yet  there  are  many  religious  fouls,  who  place  fo  much 
religi6n  in  them,  that  were  it  at  o«rtf,'propofcd  to  them  to  quit 
the  iign,  in  order  fully  to  enjoy  the  divine  lubftance,  without  it, 
k  would  (poffibly)  be  too  mighty  a  truth  for  them  to  embrace ; 
fince  their  education  has  led  them  to  believe  their  communion  to 
ftand  in  the  participation  of  thofe  elements.     And  therefore, 
infinite  eternal,  goodnefs   may  give  thee,  and  thy  dear  fellow 
labourers,  a  chriftian  liberty  to  partake  with  them  of  the  ftiadow, 
that  ye  may  be  inftruments  in  his  hand  to  bring  then)  to  the 
divine  fubftance,   the  thing  itfelfj  "  The  Kingdom  of  our  God, 
and  the  power  of  his  Christ,"  wherein,  only^  to  me  "  is  Jal- 
ydtion  and  ftrength." 

So  on  the  other  hand,  I  (hould  <<  build  up  thofe  things  which 
I  have  once  deftroyed,  and  thereby  become  a  tranfgreflbr," 
ihould  I  return  again  to  thefe, elements,  becaufe  to  me  they  havs 
appeared  the  beggarly  elements  of  this  world.  Since  I  have 
been  bred  up  among  a  people,  who  were  firft  gathered  and  fettled 
by  the  power  of  an  endlefs  lifci  without  them^  and  brought  out 
Qf  the  wildcrnefe  by  being  given  to  Ieaiij|  furely^  and  tnly^  on 
.       -A  thcif 
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Acir  beldvcd.  Therefore,  chriftian  cbariQr  will,  yea,  mufl.  in- 
dulge me  in  the  difufe  of  the  fign,  while  I  aixi  preferved  In  a 
ftatc  of  "  fcllowfliip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,"  without  it, 
**  through  the  Spirit: "  So  '<  let  him  that  eateth  not,  judge  not 
him  that  eateth,"  and  the  contrary ;  iince  <<  whatfoever  is  not 
of  faith  is  fin."     ^is  is  chxifiianlty ;  this  is  apoftolicaL 

'<  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  yt>u,  diat  ye  love  one 
another,  even  as  I  have  loved  you  :"  Here  is  the  divine  root  of 
charity  ;  then  the  branches  grow,  to  the  letting  every  man  <<  be 
fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind,"  tnd  if  **  ^nf*Jmcire  "  one 
be  otherwife  minded,  God  will  reveal,  even  this  tUng  to  him." 

It  was  in  this  love  my  foul  embraced  thee,  and  thy  dear 
brother  Charles  Wcflcy,  when  firft  I  faw  you ;  feeling  your 
fpirits  in  a  large  meafure,  under  the  influence  and  conduiS:  of 
the  meek  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  devoted  to  God;  which  wa» 
unfpeakable  confolation  to  my  foul.  And  whofoever  is  of  thi$ 
number,  the  fame  is  my  brother,  and  fifter,  and  mother.  May 
the  Father  of  tights  profper  you  in  his  work.  May  the  indwell- 
ings of  his  Spirit  preferve  you,  and  all  his  chiWren  every  where, 
to  the  Kingdom  of  his  Glory !  And  this,  dear  friends,  (ball  we 
experience,  as  we  abide  in  the  uni^  of  the  onr  eternal  fpirit, 
which  is  the  only  bond  of  our  peace  with  God,  and  with  one  ano- 
ther. Amen ;  through  jEstJs  Christ  ;  in  whofelove  Irenewedly 
falute  you,  and  bid  you  farewell.  Who  am, 

Your  chriftian  friend,  a^d  fellow  labourer  in  God^s 
Vineyard,  '-.  GODFREY. 

.  P.  S.  I  greet  the  brethren  every  where,  who  love  our  Lord 
Jcfus  Chrift  in  fincerity :  And  hope  foon  to  hear  from  one  or 
both  of  you. 


LETTER    XVIL 

From   Mr.    O  U  L  T  O  N, 
To  the  Rev.  Mji.  JOHN  WESLEY.    • 

Dear  Sir,  Leominftcr,  July  13,  1739. 

YESTERDAY  I  came  off  a  journey,  and  met  with  your 
kind  letter,  in  corijun<Sfion  with  Mr.  >yhitcfield*s,  and 
Mn  Seward* :  -my  foul  was  much  refrefl^ed  and  cncou/aged,  in 
reading  each  of  them  :  and,  as  to  your  enquiry,  there  is  no  un- 
common appearances  of  God  in  thefc  parts.  We  arc  a  little 
focicty  of  perfons,  that  I  hope  have  experience  of  the  Grace  of 
God  :  We  bcHcye  regen^sration  neqcffary  to  falvation,  and  that 
we  are  juftified  by  Faith  in  Christ  without  works,  and  that 
without  faolineb  no  man  4}aU  fee  the  Lord.  We  atfo  believe  the 
Svr.  1797^  ^  ptomifei 
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firomiies  of  God,  f  nd  pra^  ind  wiih|  for  the  adcompHfhment  61 
hem  :  (viz.)  That  God  will  deftroy  Babylon  and  Antichrift,  in 
the  nations,  churches,  and  hearts  or  Gfob-s  people;  that  he  will 
heal  the  breach  of  his  pedple,  and  give  them  (me  heart,  and  one 
tray,  that  tftcy  may  fear  Jiim  forever;  that  Chrift's  Kingdom 
will  come,  and  his  will  {hall  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done 
in  heaven*  That  the  ftone  ci)t  cm  of  the  moimts^in  without 
hands,  will  fmite  the  image,  and  hecon^e  ^  inQunfaJn,  and  f^U 
the  whole  earth.  Then  tha  knowl^d^e  qf  the  J^p^d  fliall  cover 
the  ^fth,  u,  the  waters  do  thp  fta  t  And  fipners  (HaiU  fly  as  ^ 
cloudy  an^  as  doves  to  ^eir  windo^^ ;  ^hqft^  ponyerOon  wq 
long  and  pr?iy  dajly  fo| ;  ^^  ouf  |ie^rts  eanpqt  b^t  cleave  to 
the  in{lrut¥i0nt$,  Qoc;  is  ptffifed  to  make  ufe  of  in  t{iis  great 
Ind  ftrange  worjc  t  Stranjp  to  ^  l^Hnd  world  that  |ieth  in  ^Jck- 
tdfiefs.,  but  ^e  hqpe  GpD.\vill  ealig^fen  and  deliver  then^.  l.orc| 
breathe  on  thefe  dry  bones !  and  of  thi^  (^pny  hearted  generation, 
iiaife  up  children  unto  ^b^aham ;  tnakp  yp^  inftrumental  in  turn- 
ing many  to  righteoiifaef^,  and  thep  you  wiU  be  one  of  then^ 
that  fliall  fliine  as  the  flars  for  ever  and  ever. 

Sir,  you  well  know  that  tall  eed^ra»  ^fc  far  more  expofpd  in  a 
ftorm>  than  low  fbmbs.  The  vfnor^  fiicdefsful  yqp  af:e  againft 
fktan's  kingdom,  tiie  more  Ukcly  yoq  afe  tp  be  tl>f  bqtt  of  his 
i^ge  and  malice;  and  this  old  ferpeht,  wbc|  beguiled  Eye  through 
his  fubtilty,  will  make  the  utiktoft  ufe  of  all  his  policy  find 
power  againft  yop.  $\^t,  notwithft;(nding  fjitap  Cf(n  t^nsform 
himfelf  into  an  ^ngel  of  light,  fo  as  to  dazzle  ^nd  deceive  the 
oye  of  human  jcafpn,  it\  its  higheft  an^  clpareft  difcerning  ;  yet 
1  fruft  that  you  live  in  Jhat  Spirft  Vhich  is  fuperjor  to  Angelic 
nature,  and  will  difcover  ahd  fecure"  you  from  all  fatan's  ftrong 
delufions,^  which  is  my  heart's  defire  and  fervent  prayer,  to  God 
for.  you.  I  hope  that  you  wUl  excufe  my  freedom  herein,  it  is 
the  efFe^  of  my  tender  cpnccfn,  and  regard  for  you ;  and  the 
glorious  caufe  you  "art  engaged  in.  Some  further  account  of  its 
fuccefs  at  your  leafure,  would  exceedingly  obligej, 
Pear  Sir,  '      • 

Your  very  afieftlonate  Friend  and  WelUwifli^r,  in  our 
.  djj^r  Lqrd,  .  JOHN  OULTON. 

LETTER    XVIII. 
From    Mr.    JOHN    C  E  N  N  I  C  K, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 
Dear  Sir,  Briftol,  Sept.  i^,  »739* 

I  Am  going  to  give  you  a  relation  of  what  \  have  fecn  antf 
heard  fince  giy  laft.     On  Thurfday  I  Went  to   Kendlcfliire 
aboot  fevpn ;  where  was  really  M  very  ferious  congregation  :  And 

aecompanieii 
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AWofnpartled  with  fnahy  friends,  fnom  thence  I  came  to  the 
Fire  Engine,  to  our  weekly  focicty  ;  ahd  while  I  wafe  expounding 
^lih  power,  oh  '«  Thcfe  art  they  who  can^e  out  of  great  tribii- 
ldH6n,  and  have  wa(hed  their  robes,  and  tnade  thertn  i^rhite  fti 
the  blood  of  the  Lainb,'*  David  Reynold's  wife  fit  doWA  in 
-her  chair^  inwardly  defpairing  and  greatly  fighing,  trtd  contlhiiW 
worfe  till  I  had  ftrtWhed.  When  f  went  to  her,  and  Wotild  haw 
comforted  her,  but  lo  «  her  hoiir  ^ai  not  yet  coitte.*'  We 
prayed,  and  fung  fofnc  time,  after  Which  (he  fcemed  to  revive, 
•and  got  ftrctigth  to  go  home.  I  ftayed  all  JFritfay  in  the  wood, 
Md  on  the  tiiird  chapter  bf  Ron^Ds  I  expounded  skgaih,  at 
another  houfe  near  the  forrtier^  and  here  a  young  woman  of  Sifrti 
crlfed  ouk,  and  was  followe'd  by  another,  and  thus  for  two  houfs 
or  ihoi^e  they  cried  veherticntly,  "  My  Gop,  help  ttic !  Oh ! 
I  pcrilhl  Jesus  CrtRidr  favc  mt!  &c/'  After  this  I  WfeAt 
•home,  but  had  a  Weight  heavy  indeed  on  my  foill>  tny  breaft 
was  preffcd  ddWn  with  a  cloud ;  I  found  the  fplrit  rf  p^ay^r 
abode  with  me  all  the  while,  and  I  tept  faft  my  {peace.  Sutiday 
moirning  I  rofe  Up  as  before,  bowed  down,  and  I  think  the  onfy 
temptation  that  I  perceived  was,  not  to  reveal  the  burden  of  the 
'Lord  that  Was  then  u))oh  me,  to  tht  people  of  Kingswockl,  at 
two  in  the  aftemooh  as  I  had  api>binted«  However  I  knew  my 
Father  had  given  me  the  work,  and  I  was  refigned  to  obey.  I 
went  to  the  Scrament  at  St.  Johh^s,  hid  coitimunion  with  jcfufe, 
.but  through  a  glars  darkly.  I  was  now  perfiladed,  ibtbewhit 
itiore  was  to  befall  itie  this  day  than  common.  As  I  Was  kneel- 
ing before  the  altir,  and  had  eaten  the  breads  I  #a6  lifting  iJb 
itty  heart  to  heaven,  ahd  juft  ndoving  my  lipi,  ^hen  Mr,  Half, 
denied  me  the  cup  for  a  time,  fn  the  fece  of  a  large  congregatkHJI, 
-with  «<  What  do  you  meart  by  making  additions  ? "  And  tnorc 
to  that  efl^a,  which  I  did. not  undetftand;  i  took  Ae  ciip  whf*n 
•he  was  pleafed  to  grant  it  me,  returned  to  n^y  feat  not  vlHbly^  yet 
jTecretly  in  coatufvm.  BntrcHeded^  <<  Wel];.^^  there  is  no  one 
can  hinder  me  of  the  river  of  lifes  No  oAe  (though  they  bid 
me  forbear  to  partake. of  the,  outward .  jRgns,)  can  prevent  my 
reception  of  the  Blood  of  my  Lord."  I  began  to  think  the  daya 
were  at  hand,  when  I  ftiould  be  thruft  out  of  the  earthly  houfe, 
the  temple  made  with  hands :  but  I  know  I  ihdU  not  have  my 
name  blotted  out  of  the  Book  uf  Life,  My  habitation  is  pre- 
pared, and  no  one  can  take  it  from  me.  Praife  the  Lord  I  Mr. 
Hamilton  told  me,  (who  was  an  eye  witnefs,)  Mr.  Hall  trem- 
bled when  became  round  with  the  cup  to  him.  O  may  Jeftis 
'fiever  deny  him  the  water  of  falvatioiil  Pray  for  him>  dear 
brother,  and  ftand  yoarfelf  artned,  rteady  to  prove  thyfelf  cpura- 
gious  in  our  Lord's  battles.  And  now  I  came  to  the  Colliers, 
not  diflifeartened  at  all,  but  rather  urged  on  :  Here,  to  ia  large 
attentive  audience,  I  taught  the  neceflity  of  the  new  life,  frorh 
the  latter  part  of  the  feventh  chapter  of  St-.  John,    where*  I 

D  ^  was 
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was  fall  of  livir^  water,  and  breathed  out  the  truth,  with  power 

and  fuccefs :     One  fainted,  and  bowed  down  her  foul  beneath 

her  convictions.     One  man  cried  out  aloud,  "  O  my  dear  brc- 

Chren,  I  am  filled  with  love.    I  have  the  Spirit  of  my  God  now 

glorious  in  my  foul !     O  how  (hall  I  worthily  fpeak  what  great 

things  God  hath  done  for  me !    And  O  my  brethren,  feek,  feek, 

and  you  Aiall  iind  the  eternal  life  fpringing  up  in  you  alfo !"     I 

looked  on  him,  and  faw  joy  and  inexprefiible  glory  fit  beautiful 

on  his  brow.     We  were  wet  to  tlie  ikin,  and  although  it  rained 

.furiouily,  they  all  ftood  admiring  the  wonderful  works  of  Goo. 

From  Rofe  Green,  I  caine  back  to  Mrs.  Jones's,  and  as  I  was 

.clearly  difcouriing  of  faith,  ai>d  proving  that  heretofore  we  had 

.  Worfliipped  an  unknown  God  ;  one  woman,   who  loved  none  of 

her  neighbours,    neither  was   loved  of   them,    flood   a    while 

trembling,  and  then  fat  down  with  all  the  figns  of  a  wounded 

fpirit,  and  a  broken  contrite  heart :     Her  pangs  ihcreafed,  till 

(he  at  lafl  cried  out  for  very  difquietnefs,  and  was  near   three 

hours  ere  (he  recovered   her  flrength.     Then  (he  defired  me  to 

pray,    I  began  to  pray,   but  my  voice  was  overpowered  by  the 

loud  fhrieks  of  another.     I  begged  thofe  round  to  pray  with  me, 

and  prefs  God  in   the  prayer  or  our  Lord.     We  all  joined  kr^ 

vently,  and  ppured  out  many  tears  ;  and  ftreight  every  one's  tongue 

was  loofed ;    (o  that  at  near  ifour  in  the  morning  all  together 

were  on  their  knees,  prayipg  amidfl  the  cries  of  the  wounded 

fouls  for  mercy  I     And  it  wa^  not  long  ere  one  joined  in  praifing 

.  God,  and  yifited  and  afTifled  the  others  ;  fo  that'  before  five  we 

,  all  parted,  and  every  one  went  away  to  his  home,  amazed,  and 

.^egging  God,  that  this  might  be  evermore  remembered  by  every 

fpe^lator.     O  pray  for  us  I  that  we  may  triumph  in  the  Lord  our 

iirength,  and  diat  he  fail  not  to  hear  his  inheritance.     I. am  full 

of  work:  O  may  Gop  proportion  my  flrength  thereto! 

Adieu,  dear  Brother,  JOHN  CENNICK. 

Pray  give  my  iincere  love  to  Brother  Bray,  and  greet  all  the 
)M>tilhol<l  of  faith  in  my  name* 

LETTER    XIX. 
From  Mk,    JOHN    G  E  N  N  1  C  K, 

'    To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 
My  dear  Brother,         .;  June  i6,  1740. 

WH  E  N  J  was  coming  from  Bitten  on  Sunday,  (without 
any  c^ence  of  mine,)  a  certain  man  rode  up  behind  mc, 
and  ftruck  mc  twlct  with  a  ftafFin  the  fa<:e  ;  the  laft  blow  came 
liipon  my  eye  2  Providence  fo  ordered  it,  that  ray  cheek  an<f  my 
forehead,  faved  my  eye  from  being  beat  out.  I  can  fcarce  fee  to 
write  now,,  being  in  (0  much  pain.  I  was  fo  fick,  and  fo  vio- 
lently tottu^ed  in  the  afternoon  on  Sunday,  that  I  could  fearer 

ftand 
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ftand  when   I   was  expounding ;   yet  I   took  courage  {o  fay,  I 
hoped  to  be  in  the  Horfe-Fair.     I  rode  thither,  in  the  utmoft 
pain  and  mifery^  yet  when  I  had  pteach^  fome  time,  I  found  the 
pain  decreafe,  and  God  gave  'me  fuch  ftrength,  that  near  tw4 
hours    I    proclaimed  his  Evcrlafting    Gbfpel.     Xo-day  I  wag 
th^re  again,  (though  I  lodged  at  Kingswood,    becaufc  we  kept   • 
our  lovc-feaft  there.)     Laft  night  my  eye  was  very  painful,  but 
the    fympathy  of  the  children  of   my  people,  and    the   tender 
pity  they  feemed  to  ihew  for  me,  by  their  tears  and  kind  enquiries,    - 
'was  above  meafure,  to  make  me  patijcnt.     On  Tucfd-ay  I  was 
again  prcfent  at   L'pton,    when  I  had  fuch  a  voice  that  t  was 
heard  beyond  all   the  fearful    noife  and  uproar    of  the  blind 
fervants  of  fatan.     Their  ipafter  faw  it,  and  fet  them  to  change 
their  device :     As  noife  proved  ufelefs,  then  they  ftrove  to  throir 
me  down,  by  fwaying  heavy  againi^  thofe   behind    me.     ThJs 
would  not  do :    we  triumphed.      Then  they  threw  dirt  till  i 
feemed   as  if  I  was  ftanding  in  the  piHory.     Before  I  ccafed, 
I  turned  to  my  perfecutors,  andtiade  them  no  longer  throw  dirt, 
when  ftones  were  fo  plenty.  I  bade  them  now  perform  their  vow, 
and  blow  me  up,  or  kill  me  by  violence.     And  while  I  flood- 
to  face  death  in  any  way,  without  a  fpark  of  fear  rifiog,  or  tremu 
bling  5   many   confeffed,    "  furely  it  is  the  doftrine  of  Jtsus  ! 
See   how  they  all  ftand  without  moving,    amidft  fo'  many  re- 
vilings  :  "   Several  of  the  heads  left  off.    Some  of  .the  fouls  thus 
engaged  are  frighted,  and  quaking  coiifefs,  "  I  have  done  very 
'wrong,    but  will  do  fo  no  more."     For  which    caufc   one  is 
^turned  out  of  his  work.     I  aflced  Mr.  Barry  after  church,  in 
the  church  yard.    Whether  he  would  always  rail  thus  againft  us 
who  were  followmg  Jesus  in  the  way  (he  called)  enthuliafm  ? 
He  tamed  pale,  fell  in  a  rage,  called  out  for  a  conft^ble  or  a 
church- warden,  like  a  madman  ;  faying,    "  I  have  no  bufmefs 
with  you,  along  I  along  !  You  have  difturbed  me  in  mine  office  1** 
I  faid  meekly,    "  I   do  not  difturb  you,  fir,    I  only  afk  you  to 
anfwer  ipe  a  civil queftion,"  and  then  turned  away  and  left  him.  A 
gentleman  ftood  by  and  afked.  Sir,  who  is  the  man  ?     He  raged, 
becaufe  they  could  not  find  a  conftable,  andanfwered,  **It  is  that 
rafcally  dog  Cennick  !     I  am  glad  he  has  fpokc   to  me,  now 
I  will  trounce  the  dog.    There,  fee  now,  they  go  away  finging  {"* 
The  gentleman  replied,  "  They  have  been   with  juftice  Harris, 
he  told  them  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court ;  and 
were  it  not,  (feeing  the  young,  man  wrongs  no  one,  nor  makes 
any   breach  of  law  or  gofpel,)    I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
that  juft  man."  If   your  foul  be  among  lions,  then  pray 

for  jne  j  for  I  api  fet  in  a  den  of  dragons  1 


Ypur's  affedtionately, 


J.  CENNICK, 
LETTER 
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From  Mr.   J  O  H  N    C  £  N  N  1  C  K, 

*  To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  Favourite  of  Gop,  July  7,  174.0. 

I  Know  you  cannot  take  the  filence  amifsy  when  you  conikler 
how  I  have  not  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a  day  wherein  I 
might  write.  I  have  juft  now  ilole  a  fpare  moment  from  tea,  to 
tell  you,  publicly  to  give  thanks  for  the  great  mercies  of  Gop 
fliewn  to  his  flock,  once  fo  much  abufed,   at  Upton. 

On  Tuefday  laft,  two  men  (particular  enemies)  came  amoi^ 
the  reft  (though  after  diem)  with  ftrong  purpofe  to  pull  me  off 
the  place  i  When  they  were  come  and  beheld  th^  cruel  treat- 
ment I  bore  from  their  brethren,  their  hearts  failed  them,  and 
j>ity  fbreed  them  to  own  the  a<Skions  of  the  men  of  betial  a  Ihame : 
and  fo  zealous  they  waxed  at  laft  in  our  defence,  that  when  thqr 
were  ridiculed  among  U9,  they  rofe  up,  ftrutk  all  who  ftood  in 

•  their  way,  and  bore  down  all  before  them.  I  believe  there  were 
jnear  twelve  on  horfeback,  who  feeing  the  war  begin,  forgot  any 
more  to  mock,  but  rode  off  with  all  the  hafte  they  could.  Mr. 
Parker,  jun.  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  ran  among  them  with  a 
.{Htch^fork :  He  was  feized  by  another,  caft  ddwn  and  deprived  of 
his  weapon,  and  beat  fcverely.  Then  two  of.  our  foaety  foU 
lowed  in  refifting,  trampled  on  their  pans,  caft  down  the  men 
out  of  the  cart,  and  forced  an  unlcomihon  filence  till  I  had 
ended.  I  was  grieved  forely  to  hear  this  ;  ^d  often  did  I  b&> 
feech  the  Lord  to  put  away  this  evil.  I  excluded  one  fcem  the 
fociety,  that  the  flander  might  not  come  on  the  church.     ' 

About  five  o'clock,  I  fet  out  again,  and  was  never  fo  chcarfiil 
in  my  life ;  though  many  declared  that  more  than  one  hundred 
then  were  hired  to  put  me  to  death.  As  I  drew  near,  a  brother 
told  me,  that  three  or  four  juftices  of  the  peace  ^ere  gohc  into 
Upton,  cither  to  take  me  up,  or  thofe  of  our  company  who 
had  refifted.  I  was  not  moved  in  the  Icaft,  but  ccrhmenaed  thfe 
caufe  to  my  Father.  I  went  forward,  and  being  too  foon,  I  fat 
'down  by  the  way  to  fing  that  Hymn  «*  Why  fhould  the  children 
of  a  king/'  &c.  As  we  were  finding,  one  defired  me  to  go  for- 
ward and  talk  to  the  juftices.  I  thought  it  improper :  but  being 
'^again  met  by  another,  I  was  told  that  a  clerk  of  one  of  the 
juftices  waited  for  me  on  the  hill.  Then  I  went  on  readily, 
verily  believing  the  Lord  would  now  ftand  up  for  his  pedplc, 
I  came  into  the  room  where  three  were  fttting.  One  of  whom 
was  our  deaf,  friend  juftice  Hains  of  Wick.  They  behaved 
very  grave  and  honourable,  and  thanked  me  that  I  was  pleafcd 
to  wait  on  them  ;  I  likcwife  tlianked  them  for  coming  thither, 

hat 
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Aat  thcjr  might  fee  the  truth.  They  bpggcd  «ne  to  move  from 
the  place.  My  fpirit  forbad  me  ;  and  Iftill  perfifted,  as  I  had 
feid  in  public,  I  Mrould  ftand  In  that  plac^tiU  Goo  (hduld  de- 
liver bis  children.  I  had  Got)  with  me,  fo  that  they  could  not 
gainfay  reafonably  any  thing  I  (aid.  At  laft  they  agreed  that  I 
fliould  have  the  place,  and  faid  they  would  hear  me.  Mr. 
Hains  faid,  if  any  for  the  future  difturbed  m«,  if  I  did  but 
fignify  it  to  him,  he  would  grant  a  warrant  immediately.  I 
thanked  him,  and  being  invited  I  went  to  his  houfe.  After  I 
had  done,  and  was  chriftianly  entertained,  I  took  with  me  Mr. 
Arthers,  and  cleared  all  objeftions,  (hewed  how  I  had  been 
ufed,  and  leaving  him  fully  pleafed  and  fatisfied,  I  came  to 
Kingswood,  rejoicing.  I  could  tell  you  much  more,  but  timo 
and  paper,  bids  nie  (lay.  My  love  to  ^11  the  faints  dwelling  in 
London. 

Your's,  J.  CENNICK. 
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From  the  Rev.  lylR.  W  H  I  T  E  F  IE  L  D, 
To  the  Rsv.  JOHN  WESLEY. 
Ret.  and  de2^r  Sir,  London,  Dec.  5,  174.2. 

I  Long  to  hear  from  yoijj  an4  write  this  hoping  to  have  an 
anfwer.  I  rejoice  to  hear  the  Lord  bleffes  your  labours:, 
May  you  be  bleffed  in  bringing  fouls  to  Jesus  Christ,  even 
more,  and  more !«  I.  believe  we  (ball  go  on  bed,  when  we  onjy 
preach  the  fimple  ^ofpel,  and  not  interfere  with  eachpther  s  plan. 
Our  Lord  exceedingly  blefles  us  at  the  Tabernacle  :  Our, 
slorious  Redeemer  furely  f^ews  us  his  hands  and  his  feet,  an4 
lays,.  Peace  be  ijnto  you.  1  doubt  pot  but  }ie  deals  in  the  fame 
bountiful  manner  with  yqu.  I  have  had  fweet  letters  froii^ 
Georgia-  }\/ly  dear  family  is  fafe  at  Bethefda  :  Their  deliver- 
ance from  the  Sp^jniards  is  really  wonderful.  The  Minifter, 
qf  Savannah  is  dead;  I  believe  Mr.  Mariton  of  the  Ifle  of 
Man,  will  fucceed  him.  I  truft  our  Lord  will  yet  take  Georgia 
into  his  own  hands.  I  was  at  your  letter^day  on  Monday. 
Brother  Charles  has  been  pleafed  to  come  ^nd  fee  mp  twice. 
Behold  what  a  happy  thing  it  is,  for  brethren  to  dwell  together 
in  unity  I  That  the  whole  chriftian  world  may  all  become  of 
one  heart  and  one  mind,  and  that  we  in  pa ^tLc^lar,  though  cof- 
fering in  judgment,  may  be  examples  of  mutual,,  fervent,  ua^ 
^ifemblcd  affedUon,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  afFedkionate,  Ithough  mo0  ijBWorthy  youngcf; 
Brother  ai^  §crvant,  iu  the  kingdom  and  patipnce 
of  imh  P-  WHITEFIELQ. 

LETTER 
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Fiom  the  Rev.    Dk.    DODDRIDGE, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  Northampton,  June  19,  1746. 

I  Send  dih  by  way  of  poftfcript,  to  thank  you  for  the  enter- 
taining account  you  gave  me,  of  that  very  extraordinary  turn 
which  affairs  took  in  the  battle  of  Falkirk.     I  have  been  in- 
formed by  another  perfon,  who  had  an  opportunity  of  very  good 
intell^ence  concerning  it ;  and  I  traced  fome  of  the  fame  cir« 
cumAanceSy  though  not  in  altogether  fo  diftind  a  manner.     I  per- 
ceive our  rebel  enemies,  were  as  confident  of  vidtory  as  poilible, 
juft  before  the  adion    at  CuUoden,    which  proved  fo  fatal  to 
them :     For  a  friend  of  mine  from  thence  brings  word, .  that 
juft  as  the  armies  joined,  an  officer  was  fent  back  to  make  pro- 
clamation at  the  market-crofs  at  Invernefs,  That  every  houfc- 
holder  fhould   bake  a  bufhel  of  bread,  that  it  might  be  ready 
to  refrefh  the  prince's  victorious  army  on  'M  return,  which  was 
required  on  pain  of  military  execution ;  and  the  confequence  of 
this  was,"  that  our  army  found  much  better  provifidn  for  their 
refreihment,  after  the  fatigue  of  that  glorious  day,   than  they 
could  otherwife  have  done.     I  have  alfo  rcafon  to  believe,  that 
a  day  or  two  before  this  aftion,  Lord  Kilmarnock,  having  quar- 
tered himfelf,  and  fomc  of  the  chief  of  his  officers,  at  a  Minifter's 
of  the  Scotch  eftablifhed  church  in  thofe  parts;    obliged  the 
mafter  of  the  houfe  and  his  eldeft  fon,  to  wait  upon  them,  at 
table,  and  in  a  profane  manner  undertook  to  fay  grace  himfelf, 
l?«rhich  was  "  May  GoD  d— n  and  confound,  all  prefbyterian 
**  Parfons,  their  wives,  and  children,  and  families,  henceforth, 
**  and  for  evermore,  Amen."   I  perceive  it  is  commonly  thought 
the  rebels  permitted  our  army  to  pafs  the  Spa,  that  they  might  the 
more  certainly  cut  off  their  retreat.     It  is  not  to  be  wondered, 
that  fuch  a  deliverance,  after  fuch  circumftances  as  thcfe,'  fhould 
make  a  ftrong  impreffion  upon  the  mind  of  minifters  and  peo- 
ple in  general,  which  I  am  affured  it  does  r  I  heartily  pray  GO0 
the  impreffion  may  be  lafting,  and  may  produce  that  reforma- 
tion that  is  fo  much  needed  amor)g  them,  as  well  as  amongft  us. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
•f  Moft  faithfully  and  affijflionsitely  your*s, 

'P.  pODDRIDGE. 
*  P.  S.  I  fhall  not  be  at  all  furprifed,  if  the  next  winter  fhould 
open  upon  us  ar  much  more  afflidive  fcene  than  the  laft  :  If  we 
will  not  Be  reformed  by  fuch  judgments,  and  fuch  deliverances 
as  thefe.  Yet  think  with  you,  clear  Sir,  that  God  will  not  make 
i  ftill  end  of  us.  I  look  upoi)  every  finner,  converted  from  the 
error  of  his  Ways  by  the  power  of  God,  working  in  his  Gofpcl, 
as  a  token  of  good^  that  we  fhall  not  be  utterly  forftken. 

3  ■  LE  TTER 
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Pfom  the  Rtv.   Dr.    D  O  D  D  R  I  £)  G  fi> 
To  the  Rev.    JOHN  WESLEY. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  Northatpptort,  Jiine  29,  1746^' 

I  Am  truly  glad  that  the  long  letter  I  laft  fent  yqu  wa«  agr€C^ 
able  to  you.  I  blefs  God,  that  my  preju^ic^s  againft  thd 
tJ^riters  of  the  Eftabliftxment  were  fo  carJy  removed  and  con4 
^uered : '  And  1  greatly  rejoice  when  I  fee  in  thefe,  whonj,  MfQti 
other  accounts,  I  muft  highly  efieem  as  the  excellent  of  the 
earth,  that  their  prejudices  againft  their  brethren  of  any  deno-* 
mination,  are  likewife  fubftded,  and  that  we  are  coming  nearer 
to  that  harmony,  in  which,  I  hope,  we  (hail  ever  be  one  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  I  cannot  think  the  apprehenfions  which  you, 
dear  Sir, -intimate,  of  remaining  danger,  to  be  by  any  means 
groundlefs ;  and  it  is  fomething  remarkable,  that  juft  before  I 
received  your  letter,  I  had  been  preaching  at  a  meeting  of 
Minifters  in  the  neighbourhood,  from  thofe  words,  <*.  Rejoice 
with  trembling,"  with  fome  peculiar  accommodation  to  our  pre-  • 
fent  circumftances.  I  hope  to  have  the  pleafurc  of  payiBg  my 
refpedts  to  you  in  town,  before  it  is  long ;  and  defire  youf 
prayers  for  my  profperous  journey.  •  I  have  always  efteemed  it; 
to  be  the  trueil  a£i:  of  friendship,  to  ufe  our  mutual  endeavours^ 
to  rende;r  the  charader  of  each  other,  as  blamele&  and  as  valu^* 
able  as  poflTible  ;  and  I  have  never  felt  a  more  aiFe^ionate  fenfe 
of  my  obligation,  than  when  thofe  worthy  perfons  who  havcf 
hpnoyred  me  with  their  afFe6Uon  and  correfpondcnce,  have  freely* 
told  me,  what' they  thought  amifs  in  my. temper  and  condud:; 
This  therefore,  dear  Sir,  is  an  office  which  you  tnight  reafon-; 
ably  expe6t  from  me,  who  fhould  fo  fincerely  defire  it  from  you« 
If  I  had  fi|ch  an  intimate  knowledge  of  you,  as  could  be  the 
foundation  of  any  fuch  addrefs,  it  has  always  been  a  maxim^ 
with  me,  not  to  believe  any  flying  ftory  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe 
whom  I  had  apparent  reafon,  from  what  I  knew  of  them,  id. 
efteem,  and  confequently,  as  1  ihould  never  make  this  a  foun«* 
dation,  you  mud  be  contented  to  wait,  perhaps,  a  good  deal 
longer,  before  you  will  be  likely  to  receive  that-  office  of  fra* 
ternal  love  which  you  a(k  from,  .      . 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  affe(flionate  Brother  apd  Servant,    '. 

P.  DODDRIDGE. 
Your  caution  has  fuggefted  a  thought  tome,  whether  it  be, 
modeft  to  call  ourfelves  humble.     If  the  exprefllon  means  a  real 
readinefs'to  ferve  in  love,  in  any  thing  low,  as  wafliing  the  feet . 
of'znothcti  I  hope  I  can  fay,*/  am  your  humble  Jervant^  tut  if 
i|  mtems  one'wh<J  is  in  all  rrfpc*(Sfs  as  hufnble  as  he  could  wlfli," 
"  Svr.  17^/'  E  Go» 
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God  forbid,  I  (houlij  arro^tc  fo  proi^d  a,tiUe.  In  what  can  I  fay, 
I  have  already  attained  ?  Ortly,  I  tove  my  divine  Mafter ;  and 
I  would  not  have  a  thpughj  Jn  my  hpart  that  he  fhouW  difap- 
provc.  'I  feel  9  fwectnefs'in  beipg  jiffureclly  in  his  gracious  hand, 
which  all  the  world  carmotpoffibljr  afford,  and  which  1  feally  think 
would  make  n^e  h^Ppicr  in  a  dark  dungeon,  than  tfcn  thoufend 
worlds  could  make  me  without  it.  And  therefore,'  I  love  cveiy 
creature  on  earth,  that  bears  his  image ;  and  I  do  not  except 
Aofe  of  them,  who  through  ignorance,  raftinefe  and  prejudice,* 
have  greatly  injured  me,  though  fuch  there  are,  I  hope,  in  tha^ 
Humben 
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From    Mr.   ANDREW    WILSON^ 
To  the  Rev.. JOHN  WESLEY.    . 

Hcv.  and  dear  Sir.  Newpaftle,  Dec.  30,  1746. 

I  Had  the  fatisfaftion  of  xeceiving  ypi|r's  of  the  iith  of 
Oflober,  which  was;  ve^agreeablp  to  me. 
I  an>  inclined  to  explain  mrfelf  further  unto  you,  as  to  the 
l^atujre  ^nd  InjportajKe  of  that  Knowledge  of  which  I  wrote  you 
in  rpy  former  lejtter ,  becaufc  you  hSave  an  (^portunity  of  teaching 
hhicI)  pe^p^e.  .  I  pcrfedly  agree  with  you.  That  Knowledge 
without  Charity,  (Cove,)  is  as  founding  brafs :  It  pdFeth  up, 
and  i^  attended  with  very  bad  confequences.  But  -that  Know* 
lc<^ge  wiich  conveys  into  the  heart  the  impre^es  of  the  Love  of 
Goo,  ifn^nifefted  in  th5  face  of  J^sus  Christ,  teaches  us  to 
love  hip  imAge,  to  loVe  and  ferve  thofe  who  are  bom  of  him, 
becaufe  we  love  hiqi  who  hath  b^ottcn  tiiem*  And  Love  is  the 
ijiUfilltfig  of  the  Law.  -•  . 

The  knoi^ledge  and  undfirftanding  of  the  Scripture?  of-  Truth, 
i  take  to  be  of  the  laft  importance, '  and  i>  what  real  chriftians 
need  as  much  to  have  their  attention  awakened  unto,  as  the 
generality  of  thofe  who  are  called  by  the  chriftian  name,  need 
te  be  taught,  <<  That  they  are  dead  v^^t  they  have  a  h^me  to 
Jive."  .       »v  :    • 

The  undierftanding  of  the  true  meai^ing  and  intent  of  the  Scrip- 
tures,' i$  underiianding  the  niind  of  Gob  in  every  place  :  And 
he  who  opens  up  that,'  does  mo^e,  and  (fo  to  fpe^ik)  gives  more 
opportunity  unfo  the  Spirit  of  Gop  to  operate  in  thy  heart  by 
his  own  Word,  than  he  who  fay?  abundance  of  feriqus  things, 
\yhich  are  not  contained  in  the'  fubjefl:  he  difcourfes  from*  In 
<j|ie  latter  way,  a  man  ma^  preach  a  number  of  Te^f^  VOtQa;. 

'coi]^rqBp4w, 
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neohgreg^tidn,  tnd  never  explain  the  direft  meanirig  of  the  Holy 

Spirit' in  bhe -fcripture ;  mean  whHe,  he  is  not  intreafing  thdr 

kno^Xrledge'  ip  fhe  Word  of  Gbdl   The  brilliance  of  the  diamonH, 

♦artd  tiiecarttktion  of*the  rofej  depcrtd  npon  the  fa'me  nltUr^l' 

-li^ht;  but  what  fort  oPa  philofopher  would  He  be,  who'therefoi-e, 

in  ekpiaining  tHe  hature  of  the  orte,  (hould  defcribe  the  other"? 

Alsa&ftirdit  isy  in  fpeaking  from  the  fcriptutc, '  to  infill  up^n 

topics  which  thd  paffagc  does  hot  at  all   intend.     The  Word  of 

Gob  is 'that  alone,  by  which  the  jHoly  iSpirlt  influences  the  Heafrt 

of  a  beHever.     And  I  cannot  think  it  fufficient  for  tW  cafryiAg 

-6a  of  that'  wotlc,  that  chriftians  be  taught  a  few  gelieral  truth's, 

which  poffibly  by  conftant  teaching  they  may  acquire  fome  dff- 

ftiiifl:«6ti€in. of,  without  ever  fiieihg  th^m   in  the  fcriptuuc   in 

their  gbniaine  beauty  and   drefs.  ,  And  do  not  all  foolilh  ^nd 

.injudic^iiius  ,clamours  about  orthodoxy  and  herefy' rife  from  thia? 

it  is*  0*  Ais  accoutit  thai  th?c '  profeffors  of  chariftianity  hare 

•tfo  mahy  jarring  views,,  and  ate  judging  one  another.  -^ 

"    I  apprehend  the  fcriptures  dohtaln  a  niore  gibrious,  beautifo!, 

-and  vatibili  difj^lay  of  the  eternal  God,  than  the  incortccivable 

Variety  in  rf^ture  gives  us. of  this  creation,  whtch  is  his  work?: 

And  I  Would  haN^e  all  chrrftfans  fearch  the  Tcripturcs,  and  fturfy 

'GdDtH^re,  with 'as  much  affiduity  as  the  iMtturalifts  do  nature 

in  his  matferial  works.     What  an  infinite  reward  of  ihjoyment 

wmild  strife  from  thence  ?    Heirs  of  God  !  How  Ihall  we  polTrfs 

the  riches  of  an  inheritance  we  do  not  know  ?     And  how  fliall 

.we  know  Gdd^  but  by  the  fcripturcs?    They  are  they  which 

teftify  of  himl 

.  Such  an  infight  into  the  fcriptures,  T  take  to  be  that  knowledge 
of  the  mystery  hid  from  ages  and  generations,  and  of  the  manl'^ 
fold  Wtfdooi  of  God.  This  Knowledge,  all  Ghriftians  ought 
to  be  increafing  in,  upon  the  belief  of  the  truth.  •  It  is  true  io- 
.deed,  a  head  knowledge  of  thcfe  thingsjs  nothing*  The  Spirit 
of  God  muft  make  the  heart  fehfible  of  all  that  our  underftand- 
ings  can  comprehend  *  in  Revelation.  Bi^t  thefe  are  two  diftintft 
thmgs  which;  God  hath  joined  together  \  ev^n  as  the  power  oT 
God,  in  raifing  of  Christ  from  the  dead,  is  one  thing  to  be  un-. 
.  derftood  and  believed  from  the  fcriptures  ;  and  the  fame  power> 
employed  in  quickening  of  a  finner,  is  a  work  aiftually  per- 
formed in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  but  is  infeparabla 
from  the  faith  of  the  former.  This  is  it  that  makes  the  Under- 
ftanding,  1.  fpeak  of,  fo  neceffary ;  for  without  it,  a  perfon  will 
never  be  able  to  judge,  by  the  Word  of  God,  what  paffes  ih 
himfelf :  For  it  is  the  only  ftandard  to  try  the  fpirits  by,  and 
thereby  to  prove  every  one's  worlt. 

The  true  undetftanding  of  the  mind  of  God  in  Revelation^ 
conveyed  with  power  into  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  take 
%o  be  th^  Bread  of  Life,  of  which  if  a  njaa  eat  he  fliall  never  die* 
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There  wc  -two  things  that  fcrious  people  are  generally  in 
.[  )iaxard  from :    ^ he  one  is,  regarding  only  what  they  feel  in 

Ihcmfclves,  vihu\  their  affeftions  are  lively,  and  they  receive 
:  great  confolation .  from  a  belief  of  the  Loye  of  God  in  Chrift. 

They  take  that  •  fpr  the  Knowledge  of.  God,  which  is  only  the 
.^fTed.  of  it  \  ac^d  confequently,  are  in  hazard  of  feeking  the 

Knowledge  of.  God  in  their  own.  feelings,  and  meafuring  of  their 
.  knowledge  by  them,  s     Not  atten4ing>  that  our  nouriibrocnt  is 

pot  from  within  ourfclvcs,  but  comes  from  without.  It  is 
.  God's  whole  glory  difplayed   in  Revelation,  communicated  by" 

jh^  Holy  Spirit,  received  by  faith,  whieh  ought  Iq  he  the  QhsiL 
.  ti?n'$.  daily  bread. 

r  The  other  danger  which  ferious  chriftians  are  irt,  is  the  effc€t 
1  of  that  grofs  darknefs  which,  fince  the  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
'  tui^s  has'of  old  been  taken  away,  in  fome  measure,  ftill  covers^ 
vthe  people;     Since-  chriftians  .  hate  been  deprived  of  the  liberty 

of  judging  .in  all*  riiings  for  thenoielves,  (which  they  will  never 
^  i>e  capable  of  without .  undevftanding  the  Word  of  God,)  they 
'would  rather  be  blindly  led  by  any,  than   recover  unto  thenfK 

fclves  the  privilege  of  ftudying  the  fcriptures,  for  their  alone 
vTule  ^nd  diredor  in  all  things.     Therefore,  whenever  they  arc 

well  afFc(^ed  towards  any  help  raifed  up  for  them,  they  will 
-follow  blind ly>  if  much  pains  arc  pot  bcftowed  to  diredt  them 
rin  the  knowledge- of  the  fcripturcs.  And  backward  will  they 
.  he  to  embrace  their  birth  right,  ?^(id  greateft  privilege. 

*  Dear  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  riot  miilake.  me,  in  writing  onto 
you  in  this  way  ;  it  is  th<j  ^fft&  of  my  confidence  in  you,  and  be- 

•caufe  I  know  the' fpecial  opportunities  you  have  of  aiTifting  many 
'  in  the  way  of  truth  and  holinefs. 

I  have  not  always  the  faculty  of  conveying  my  fentiments 
with  perfpicuity  ;  and  I  know  I  am  ready,  as  well  as  others,  to 

*  miflake.  On  which  accounts,  I  hope,  if  in  any  thing  I  appear 
to  you  to  be  miftaken,  I  will  take  it  kindly  to  be  corrcded. 
Yoii  will  not  wonder,  after  this,  feeing  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
much  of  the  regard  due  unto  the  fcriptures  is  loft ;  much  of 
the  fcnfe,  and  true  beauty  of  them  muft  be  loft  alfo.  But  if  it 
pleafe  God  to  favour  our  correfpondence,  we  may  have  after 
occafions  of  communicating  unto  one  another  our  views  more 
particularly.  May  you  be  kept  in  the  Love  of  God,  and  in 
the  patient  waiting  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord :  And  may  he 
fucceed  and  dire6t  your  labours. 

J  am,  dear  Sir, 
With  greateft' regard. 
Your  aflured  Friend  and  Servant, 

ANDREW  WILSON. 

LETTER 
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From    Mr.    JAMES    E  R  S  K  IN  E, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Deah  Sir,  Wcftminftcr,  April  3,  1745* 

I  Ought  to  have  mentioned  fooner,  my  receiving  your's  coni 
cerning  Mr^  Edwards  of  New  England.  I  defired  to  loqk 
into  his  books  for  that  which  you  obferve  from  them,  that  I 
might  the  better  notice  it  to  Mr.  Robe,  but  I  have  them  not 
at  hand.  Perhaps  Mr,  Robe  has  not  obferved  it  in  them^ 
being  of  his  opinion  as  to  the  thing,  though  not  .fo  a?  to  the 
abfolute  neceflity  of  believing  either  the  one  or  the  other  fide 
of  the  queilion;  And  it  is  the  .  maintaining  the  neceflity  or 
Mr.  Edwards's  fide  of  the  queftion,  that  you  jufily 'blame. 
And  for  the  fame'reafon,  I  fuppofe,  you  would  blame  the  main* 
taining  the  NcceflSty  of  your  own  fide  of  the  queftion.  On  what** 
foevcr  fide  of  the  queftion  one  be,  I  apprehend  that  the  miftake 
of  the  neceflfity  of  it,  proceeds  ifrom  what  Mr.  Lock,  in  the 
laft  chapter  of  the  fecond  Book  of  his  Human  Underftanding, 
calls  fhe  Jjfhciation  of  Ideas,  People  long  accuftomed  to  ex- 
plain the  cllential  things  of  chriftianfty  in  fuch  a  way,  and  never 
having  obferved  how  they  can  be  explained  in  any  other,  they 
transfer  their  xeal  for  thefe  cflential  things  to  their  own  way  of 
explication,  and  believe  there  is  a  necefifary  connection  between 
them,  when  there  is  not.  This  has  produced  many  mtichiefs, 
errors,  ^nimofities  and  fchifms,  among  chriftians  and  all  forts  of 
people^  A  neceflary  connedHon  with  a  Truth,  proves  the  thing  fo 
ix>nneded  to  be  alfo  true ;  but  a  connedtion  only  in  our  headsn 
^nd  though  finking  down  to  our  hearts,  proves  no  fuch  thing. 
I  would  take  my  ground  to  ftand  on  for  clearitig  this,  on  wha^ 
you  fay  fo  well  in  that  fame  letter  to  me:  *•  Whofoever  agrees 
**  with  us  in  that  account  of  prafikical  ^religion,  given  in  the^ 
*'  Chara£ler  of  a  Methodijty  I  regard  not  what  .his  other  opinions 
^'  are ;  the  fame  is  my  brother,  and  fifter,  and  mother.  / 
**  am  more  affured^  that  Lave  is  of  God,  than  that  any  opinion 
•*  whatfoever  is  fo.*^  Therein  may  weincreaie  more  and  more ! 
I  have  many  times  thought  on  this,  fince  I  wsc»  favoured  with 
that  letter  from  you,  and  confidered  how  far  it  natively  and- 
clearly  went,  as  to  many  thingsi  that  occafion  contentions  and 
fchifms,  even^  among  real  chriftiani ;  and  what  natively  and 
clearly  follows  from  this  good  principle  ;  what  our  pra6lice  ought, 
to  be  with  regard  to  brethren  differing  in  opinion,  and  to  thofe 
they  inftrud  and  teach.  One  eftedl  -of  this  has  been,  to  make* 
me  think  (what  I  have  ftrongly  fufpefted  before,)  that  I  have 
not  yet  met  with,  nor  heard  or  read  bf,  that  party  or  fet  of  people, 
•ifirbofe  practice  istiot  infeveral  remarkable  particulars  inconfiftent, 
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dlrcSly  or  by  plain  confcquence,  with  this  gGod  principle.  But 
I  will  not  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  fully  perfuaded  of  this,  and  cfpe- 
cially  as  ^5  'one  fct  of  men,  till  I  have  the' happihefs  to  meet 
with  your  Brother  and  you,  and  talk  oyer  fome  particulars,  which 
I  hope  you  will  allow  me  ferioufly,  calmly,  and  impartially  to 
lay  before  yOli.  May  the  Holy  Ghoft  lead  us  intd  all  tfSth, 
aad  into  every  right  way !  • 

t)ear  Sir, 

Your  mod  faithful  affeftionate  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  ERSKINE. 

April  4,.  1745. 

P.  S.  As  to  outward  communion  with  fuch  in  whom  your 
Charafteriftic  Is  found : 

I.  Is  it  not  our  duty  and  theirs^  to  jke^  fuch  communion 
together,  as  far  as  we  can  without  fin  ?  And  except  in  that 
cafe,  is  not  feparation  in  outward  90mm union  from  one  another^ 
>  (in  ?  And  confequently,  is  it  .not  a  fin  in  any  of  us,  to  fet 
outward  communion  on  fuch  a  foot,  or  fb  to  manage  it,  that 
others  who  have  your  charaSeriftic,  cannot  join  with  us  in  out^- 
^ard  communion,  without  Jin  in  them  ?  And  is  it  not  alfo  ouf 
4uty,  not  to  ftumble  them  by  our  way  of  infifting  on  our  par- 
ticular opinions  or  pra(S^ice8  ?  And  is  it  not  a  fin  in  them,  to 
be  too  fcrupulou/ly  ftumbled  at  us  on  that  account  ?     And, 

<  2.  Id  it  not  far  wrong  (and  therefore  a  fin)  in  any^  fo  to  teach 
cur  particular  opinions  or  pradices',  (and  efpecially  to  fuch  as  mt 
%re  employed  to  inftru6l  favingly  in  the  great  efientials,  and  the 
firft  principles  of  the  Oracles  of  God,)  fo  as  to  lead  them  into 
fuch  an  afifociltion  of  ideas,  between  them  and  our  particular 
opinions  and  pradkices,  which  weaknefs  and  want  of  judgment^ 
aarrownefs  of  thought  and  fuperficialnefs,  felf-conceit  and  im- 
Ipatience  of  fpirit,  are  fo  apt  to  lead  even  the  ftrong  into  7  An4 
do  we  not  very  often  fee,  how,  (aimoft,)  incurably  this  preju- 
dices the  weak  againft  their  brethren'  in  Chrift ;  and  takes  up, 
and  perplexes  their  own  minds  with  particular  opinions  and 
pra£tices,  fo  far  carries  them  dS,  from  the  ferious  confideratioh 
and  application  of  the  eifentials,  and  tlieii!  exercife  of  foul  and 
^ean  about  them  ?  And  hence,  have  we  not  feen,  even  the 
firong .  in  grace,  and  able  in  knowledge,  and  alfo  in  learning, 
mifidce  the  Loan's  fhining  on  their  fouls  on  account  of  theiiT 
receiving,  and  having  applied  to  them  the  eflfentials,  and  im- 
puted, it  to  their  bigotry  for  particular  opinions' and  pradtices  ? 
And  have  we  not  feen  fuch  hereby  led,  with-  great  xeal,  to  beai^ 
perfecution  from,  and  in  their  turn  to  infli6l  it  upon  their  bre- 
thren in'  Chrift  ?  Aimoft  every  one  cries  out  againft  the  difmal 
confequences  of  this,  which  have  made  even  faints  act  like  the 
x^oft  fierce,  cruel,  and  unforgiving,  proud^  domineering  finner ; 
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lut  few  feem  to  dive  into  the  caufe  of  it,  or  heartily  to  fecfc 
after  and  follow  the  effedtual  cure.     And  therefore, 

3.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  in  the  cx- 
ercife  of  their  refpedtive  offices,  and  of  private  chrillians,  in  their 
private  brotherly  intercourfe,  to  infift  upon,  and  ihew  that  even 
<)ur  particular  opinions  and  pradices,  are  not  fucb,  but  that 
opinions  and  pradices  difagreeablp  and  contrary  unto  them,  may. 
be  in  one  who  is  truly  in  Chrift,  and  in  whom  your  charac- 
teriftic  is  found  ?  Is  it  not  their  duty,  each  in  their  feveral 
ftations,  to  prevent  and  diflblve  that  groundlcfs  affociation  of 
ideas  ?  And  yet  to  fliew  the  dangerous  tendency  of  any  particular 
opinions  arid  pradtice  in  itjelfy  to  c?irry  us  from,  or  into  mif- 
takes  about  the  eflentials  and  charadleriftic  ?  But  do  we  not  fee, 
tfie  quite  contrary  done  by  almoft  all  ?  Do  they  not  proceed  as 
if  they  were  defirous  tp  eftablifli  that  affociation  of  ideas  in 
ftvour.of  their  own  particular  opinions  and  praftices,  and  therCr 
by,  (as  is  #00  probable,  though  perhaps  their  own  hearts  fecretly 
l)ide  it  from  them,)  to  eftablilh  their  own  particular  party,  and 
tp  fix  t.Herr  adherents  unto  them  ?  'And  have  we  npt  |icnce 
feen '  a^iial  fchifms,  and  thence  farther  reparations  of  heart, 
opinion  and  practice  2^  And  have  we  not  thence  feen  even  farther 
very  bad  confequences  ? 

4.  Since,  as  you  Juftly  fay^  "  Wt  are  more  afjuredy  that  lovi 
is  of  Gody  than  that  any  opinion  whatfoever  is  fo  ;**  is  it  not  our 
duty  to  follow  that  love  with  all  our  brethren' in  thrift,  and 
the  native  effedl  and  confequencc  of  it,  oiifward  communion, 
in  fo  far  as  that  communion  does  *not  lead  us  into,  or  clearly 
imply,  pur  owning  an  opinion  as  true,  or  a  pradice  as  lawful 
and  righu  which  y^t  we  do  not  believe,  to  be  Uuf  or  lawful  an^ 
right  ?  r  or  fo  far  ^s  .we  do  fp,  a§  to  any  opinion  or  pradlice,  be 
it  more  or  lefs  important  o^  trifling,  fo  far  we  liej  which  in  all 
cafes  is  a  fin  and  unworthy. 

5.  Yet  may  there  not  fopfietimcs  be  exceptions,  from  this 
general  rule  of  afiual  outward  communion,  even  where  love 
atnd  unity  of  heart  is  preferved  ?  As,  when  one  is  of  (what  is 
called)  a  national  church,  bf  in  any  fociety,  which  being  too 
bigotted  or  haughty,  would  t^ke  fuch  offence  at  this  communion, 
as  by  entertaining  it  to  break  jtlieir  own  fellowftiip  in  pieces,  and 
occafibn  debarrings,  and  the  ^effex  (perhaps  even  the  highcft)  ex-, 
communicationj  and  greatlyiilumble  arid  offend,  and  even  make 
to  fall,  fpme  good  but  mifta^en  fouls  in  that  church  or  fociety  ?. 
May  not  in  fuch  cafe,  adlual  oijrward  communion  be  kept  with 
brethren  in  Chrift  iq  fome  ijiftaricjes,  when  not  in  others  ?  Is  it  not 
oUr  duty  toufe  all  the  chriftl^n  prudence,  wifdoro  and  diligence, 
^e  can,  in  the   Lord's  ftri^ngth,  to  bring  all  the  |>(>rd*s  peo-. 

pic  from  this  bigotry,  and  t'6  bring  them  to  that  univerfal  mu-    i^*"" 
tual  dear  love,  and  ^e  najiVe  confequence  thereof,  in  aftuar  J^ 

outward 
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out^'ard  communion.  And  though  all  cafes  cannot  be  forefccttj^' 
nor  therefore,  be  determined  before  hand ;  yet  is  it  not  our  duty  to 
endeavour  now,  with  ptayer  and  fupplicatioii,  and  much  anS 
deep  meditation  and  ftudy,  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  through  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  and  fcriptural  chriftian 
reafons  of  our  condud  in  fuch  cafes,  and  fo  as  to  be  applicable  to 
particular  and  various  cafes  as  they  occur  ? 

6.  Are  not.  the  true  fcriptural  grounds,  of  firmncfs  and  eam- 
cftnefs  for  every  one  of  the  Lord's  truths,  whofoever  differ  from, 
them  :  and  at  the  fame  time  of  keeping  communion  in  heart, 
and  alfo  outwardly  with  differing  brethren  :  and  yet  of  fome- 
times  feparating  from  the  outward  communion  of  fome  churches 
a:nd  focieties,  wherein,  fome  real  chriftians  do  ftill  remain : 
Are  not  the  true  fcriptural  grounds  for  all  thefe  three,  contained 
in  the  following  texts  and  others?  Judc  3.  Philip,  iii.  15, 
16,  &c.  a  Cor.  vi.  19,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  Rev. 
xviit,  4f  5^  O !  what  folid  chriftian  grounds,  and  Vith  whatf 
iblid  fcriptural  evidence j  may  we  reduce  to  each  of  thefe 
headsj^  fuch  things  and  cafes^  as  do  belohg  to  them  refpedively? 
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From  Mr.  JAMES   ERSKINE, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  Sir,  Weftminfter,  Sept.  4,  1745. 

I  Am  forry  I  cannot  get  to  the  chapel  to-night.  I  believe 
you  will  not  take  it  amifs  my  writing  to  make  a  propofal  to 
you ;-  for  my  meaning  is,  only  to  fuggeft  it  to  your  thoughts, 
that  you  may  confider  it,  and  under  the  condu£t  of  the  Holy' 
Spirit,  do  what  you  (ball  thmk  beft; 

I  ardently  wifh  for  union  and  chtiftian  fellowffiip  among  ^11 
who  love  and  obey,  and  really  believe  in  bur  Lord  Jesus  ^  and 
particularly  between  fuch  in  England  and  Scotland,  though  of 
different  denominations,  and  of  various  opinions  even  concern- 
ing material  points,  not  inconfiftent  with  that  bleffed  love,  and 
|aith,  jmd  obedience.  The  animoflfy  among  fo  hiany  of  them, 
and  their  bigotry,  miftaken  for  ^ieal  for  truth,  that  reigns 
among  them,  and  prevails  in  practice.  Where  yet  the  principle 
is  againfl  it,  is  ^  grief  to  my  foul. 

Your  labours  have  been  blelfed  at  Newcaftle ;  a  town  fo  full 
of  Scots,  and  to  which  fo  many  of  them  annually  refort,   and . 
ivhich  is  fo  near  to  Scotland,  that  it  naturally  introduces  fbmc 
connection  between  that  people  and  your's* 
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Vdu  have  fome  fentitnents  and  ways  of  fpcakiiig  dlffcfent  . 
from  the  generality,  and  almoft  from  all ^  the  real  chriftiarts  of , 
the  prefoyterian  perfuafion  In  Scotland ;  among  whom  from  my 
long  acquaintance  among  my  countrymen,  I  cstnnot'  help  think-*  - 
ing  afe  ahout  five*eights  of  the  real  chriftians  there.     And  to 
my  great  regret,  of  thefe  worthy  people,  I   fear  three- filths  are* 
wofully  bigotted ;  a  vice  too  natural  to  all  of  us  Scots^  from 
what  oiif  eminent  countryman  George  Buchanan  1vr6te,  was  our 
temper,    Perfervidum  Scoiurum  ingmium^      And  foirte  of   you 
Englifh   have  as  much  of   it,  as  any  Scot,  but  it  is  not  fo . 
national  with  you,  as  among  the  Scots. 

I  think  both  you  and  your  brother,  have  of  kte,  expfeifed  a^ 
great  defire  to  be  ufeful  to  the  Scots,  in  the  gofpel^  and  to' 
preach  it  in  Scotland. 

'  You  would  have  the  fame  prejudices  to  ftroggle  with  among 
the  preilbyterians,  that   Mr.  "W^itefield  had,  viz.  That  you  are' 
of  the  church  of  England,  and  ufe  the  liturgy.     And  you  would ' 
have  more  ^  to  firuggle  with,  becaufe  of  the  difference  of  fenti-- 
ments,  and  ways  of  fpeaking  as  to  fome  doctrines,  about  whictv;, 
his  opinions  and  cxpreffions  weite  the  fame  as  theirs.     And» 
though  this'  might  make  you   <nore  acceptable  to  mofl;  of  the , 
Epifcopal.perfDafion,  yet:  your  way  of  fpeaking  about  Chriftiart'^ 
PerfcCTion  would  make  them  fly  fat  frorti  you ;  as  well  as  what- 
they  call  church-order  and  rtgulcirity.     For  which  laft,  the  .Pr*f- 
byterians  would  not  be  fo  offended  at  yoUj  and  your  urging  fo 
ftridl  holinefs  in  praftice,  wpuld  recommend  you  to  the  Prcrfby*^- 
terians ;  but  I  am  afrai^  not  to.  the  moil  patt  of  the  Epifcopa-^ . 
lians.     And  your  dodlrine  of  man's  utter  mjn  by  the  fall,  and. 
utter  inability  to  do  anything   for  his  own  recovery  j  a'ndtfie 
neceffity  of  regeneration;  and  of  an  intercft  in  Chrm  by.-Faith, 
only,  that  works  by  love,,  and   produces-  univerfal  hoUncfe   ih^ 
Heart,  lip  and  life;  ancl  all  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  SpVit^' 
&c.  would  befweet  to  the  Preiby terians,  but  not  to  many  ofl 
the  Epifcopalians.  -    \ 

Mr.  Whit,efield,  in  a  yery.ihort  time,  a.9d  in  few^r.nwrtths^- 
than  one  would  haVe  thought  could  have  been  done  in  as  many; 
ijecades  of  years,  overcame  the  orejudicfcS  of  the  far  greateft 
part  of  the.  Preibyterians,  and  eipecially  of  the  moft  religi6u$^* 
only  by  preaching  ths^t  faiUi  and;  holinefs  which  you  preach,  ^arid' 
ipeddling  with  no  debates,  and  by  the  power  of  the  Lord  lignaily. 
accompanying  his  miniftrations,  awakening,  converting,  and  bUildr 
ing  up  oiany,  almoft  wherever  he  w^nt,  in  many  places  remote/ 
from  one  another.  And  bigotry  and  par.ty-fpirit  oppofed  ^hiss: 
bleifed  work  in  vain.  Hardly  any  of  the'Epifcopal  party,  though! 
he  always  owned  and  profeffed  himfetf  of  the  church  of  EAg-- 
)and,  did  give  him  any  countenance  j  and  the  few  who  inclined, 
to  dp  it,  were  fo  t^ken  to  talk  for  it  by  their  clergy,  (even  to 

SwB,  1797.  f  threatning 
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tbreatntng  Aem  with  debarring  from  the  facramcnt)  that  orfif 
four  or  five,  that  I  could  hear  of,  did  any  where  venture  to  hear 
hJm.  And  fome  of  their  clergy,  I  was  told,  did  fay,  That  the 
Bifliop  of  London  wrote  to  them  to  do  fo. 

Tht^fanac  evangelical  dodlrine  of  Faith,  Holinefs,  Regenis- 
ration,  Influence  of  th<  I^oly  Spirit,  ice.  and  fuch  bkfled  divine 
power  on  ypur  miniftrations,  managed  with  chriftian  prudence 
aod  limplipity,  and  th^t  wii<iom  from  above  which  is  pfoiitable 
tQ  d^re^i,  wouH  likewife  overcome  the  ftronger  prejudices  againft 
you  and  y<?ur  bypthqr^  - 

But  Mr.  Whitefield  had  another  afdvantage,  which  you 
\itould  not  Jiave  ^t'  prefeHt..  Thp  ferniohs,  and  other  things  he 
hid  pripted,  and  wfirp  c2|njHjftly  jrwd  by.  the  Prelbyterians,  were 
to  their  tafle^  as  well  as  his  fermons,  coitverfations,  and  prayers 
a^nong  tbomfekes.  ♦  And^  there  Is  hardly  apy  thing  prijitpd  by 
ybur  l^rothcr.  ant}  you,  in  wfticli,  I  fear,  they  would  not  find 
fon^e  ijiioug^t  or  expr^flloii,  that  would  |lumble  and  offend  th^n, 

..If  thfircfoiie,  you  could  fiubUih  fomething  rciUy  worthy  aiuT 
^odt  #nd  on  the  life .  of  chriftianity,  Inbich  would  be  to  their 
ttft^jL  nv^hj  .nQi/that  jContribftt«  much,  to  jemove  their  prc- 
j^dicQs^  and  .bfiog  them  to  lift^n  ^o  the.gofpel  preached  by  you, 
^hifHii  is .  the  feme  (ootwithA^ndiug  all  xhe  little  Taiieties)  th^t 
thjey  love,  and  recf^ivc  In  their  hearts* . 

-  It  was  In.  this  view/  thai  I  entreated  you  to  read  and  confider, 
<<  .'Thefum  of  faying  knowledge,  and  the  pradWcal  ufc^ thereof." 
We  *now  already  it  is  to  their  tafte,  and  in  great  efteem  among 
all^  and  has  furely  been  bleiled  by  our  Lord  to  ^reat  uumbers 
of'  hi&  people  there,  for  more  than  fbur-fcore  years. 
*  jf  tttf  you  feck  not  fame  by  publiftiing  only  things  of  your 
own,  but  ^s  gladly  pubfifli  what  was  wrote  by  others,  when 
yob  fee  It  may  do  good.  Arid  this  little  piece  ajbltains  more 
than  any  thing  almoft  I  have  hithero  met  with,  from  all  dif- 
puted  points  6f  any  fort,  and  keeps  nearer' to  the  great  foun- 
"dations  only  of  real  chriftianity  in  head  and  heart,  and  m  fo  plain 
words  and  mai^nersy  fhat  the  nrieaneft  csipacity  b  not  too  weak 
f^rit.' 

:" if  you  fee  fit  to  puMi(h  this^  in  a  little  cheap,  pamphlet-  with- 
al pt<^r  preface  recommending  it  to  di^  Scotch  Preflbyterianfe, 
v^ho,  (as  th^ir  ptcdeccflbrs  did,)  dofotnuch  value  it,  flmd  have 
f^imda  bkffing  in  it,  they  would  at  once  fee  your  foundpefs  in  the 
Fttlth  ot  JesuisV  &nd  gladly  hear  you.  And  it  would  give  ex- 
<»e^ing  joy  ta  that  honeft-  fucce(sful  Miniftcr  of  CHRist,  who 
a4riiidpi0ves  you,  Mr.  James  Robe  of  Killfyth  ;  anji  fo  would 
iiitU>  io  (uch  mijiaiets  as  he,  And  to  all  in  particular  frJend(hip 
wljrhhihi.^  Where  you  might  think  that  fo'm?  things  wanted 
a  litijle  explication^  ib  as  you  might  venture  publicly  to  recom- 
'  .       •        '     '  •  merid 
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tneni  if,  1  humbly  incline  to  think  it  might  be  <ione  by  fhort 
Notes  on  fuch  words  or  paflages,  as  would  anfwer  your  purpofe,. 
and  yet  not  ofFend  thofe  whom  you  chiefly  defign  the  publication 
for  ?  But  for  me  to  mention  fuch  in  writing  would  be  inexpe- 
dient. And  had  you  onc^  read,  and  confidered  the  little  piece^ 
it  woiild  be  profitable  to  nie,  if  you  will  be  plcafed  to  point  ovk 
to  me  in  converfation,  fuch  paffage's  as  you  thought  required 
fuch  Notes. 

And  befides  the  ad^ntage  of  this,  were  you  in  Scotland,  it 
would  greatly  induce  the  Scots  who  go  io  Newcaftie,  to  J081 
with  you,  and  not  be  deterred  from  it  by  the  Scotch  feceders 
lately  come  to  that  place. 

May  our  dear  Lord  direct  you,  to  what  is  moft  for  his  own 
moft  worthy  Glory,  and  the  good  of  fouls.  May  thefe  moft 
bleffed  ends  be  obtained  :  And  that  being  my  only  aim,  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  this  trouble^  from 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

Your  afFedionate  and  moft  faithful  humble  Servant, 

JAMES  ERSKINE.  . 
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.      From  the  Rev.   Mr,   WHITE  FIELD, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY* 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  Bethefda,  Dec.  ^^3,  1746* 

WITH  great  pleafure  I  lately  received  a  kind  letter  froni 
you  and  your  dear  Brother,  dated  above  a  year  agoi 
The  Redeemer's  Spirit  came  with  it,  and  drew  me  to  my  knees^ 
for  you  and  your  dear  brother,  whom  I  honour  and  tove  much 
in  the  bowels  of  the  ever-loving,  ever-lovely  Jesus.  Bleffed  be 
his  Name  Ibr  causing  your  boWs  to  abide  in  ftrength.  May  he 
yet  continue  to  make  you  fruitful  boughs,  even  fruitful  boughs 
by  a  well  j  and  caufe  your  branches  to  run  over  the  wall ! 
Glory  be  to  the  riches  of  free  and  ifovereign  Grace,  the  arms  of 
my  hands  are  yet  itrengthened  by  the  hands  of  the  mi^ty  Goo 
of  Jacob.  By  the  help  of  an .  all-gracious  and  all-powerful 
Redeemer,  I  continue  to  this  day  preaching  among  finners,  the 
unfcarchable  riches  of  Jeftis  Chrift.  In  New-England  there  ha$ 
been  a  great  and  glorious  harVeft,  and  therefore  fatan  hai 
'l>een  fowlng  many  tares.  Antinomianifm  has  prevailed  there  moro  • 
tbaa  in  Old-England,,  and  a  great  number  have  turned  almoft 
complete  Ranters.  I'h^d  Arong  invitations  to  go  thither  thii 
laft  fummer^^but  thought  it  my  duty  to  fee  what  might  be  don^ 
in  the  Qiore  Southern  Provinces.     I  have  now  |iaff^  througb 
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them  once  more,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  (Oh  amazii^  love !)  hai^ 
been  pleafed  to  blefs  my  poor  labours  abundantly.  This  is  one 
'jgreat  reafon  why  I  cannot  think  of  coming  over  to  England  as 
jet  J  fof  here  is  a  range  of  many  hundred  miles,  as  it  were,  un* 
watered  by  the  gofpel,  and  no  one  (comparatively  fpeaking)  to 
go  out  into  the  high-ways  at  all.  God  is  pleafed  to  give  me 
great  favour  in  the  cye^  of  thoufands,  and  the  Orphan-houfc 
afi^irs  call  for  my  longer  continuance  in  America. 

•  SlciTed  he  Cpd,  I  found  my  family  grown  in  grace,  and  have 
,a  comfortable  pro4pe(^  of  breeding  up  fome  youth  for  the  fervice 
pf  the  3ani£tuary,  I  have  now  opened  a  Grammar-fchool,  and 
have  got  perfons  to  teach  the  children,  who,  I  have  reafon  to 
think,  love  Jefus  Chrift  in  linearity.  As  for  my  own  foul,  it 
is  kept  pheerfulf  and  happy :  And  I  ftiall  have  reafon  to  blefs 
God  to  ail  eternity,  for  giving  me  fuch  an  help-mate.  I  cx- 
pcft  her  here  in  a  day  or  two,  and  falutc  you  heartily  in  her 
name.  We  propofe  leaving  Georgia  again  in  about  two  months^ 
imd  return  the  way  we  came. 

•I  wrote  to  you  and  your  brother  twice,  in  our  journey  hither, 
I  wifh  we  could  corrcfpond  often.  It  might  promote  union, 
and  be  a  means  of  imparting  fome  (piritual  nourifhment  to  each 
other.  Oh  that  all  narrownefs  or  fpirit  may  die  in  us,  and 
tthat  love  which  hums  up  felf  and  felfiflinefs,  grow  and  increafe 
in  us  ever,  more  and  more  !  '  I  approve  of  your  general  Con-r 
ference,  but  defpair  of  ^much  fuccefs,  till  the  intereft  of  every 
farticular  party  is  made  to  give  way  tto  the  general  interefi  of  the 
Redeemer  in  the  world.  ,1  fee  more  and  more,  that  he  is  the 
happieft  man,  who  is  moft  weaned  from  the  creature,  and  has 
learnt  the  holy  art  of  living  upon  '  GoJ>,  even  a  Goo  in  Chrift, 
To  his  tender  mercy  do  I  commit  you,  and  the  dear  lambs  com- 
fnicted  to  yopr  charge.  I  beg  a  continu<^d  remembrance  in  their 
gnd  yoyr  prayers,  and  am t 

|l<;v  .and  dear  Sir, 

yoyr'j,  &c,  G.  WHITEFIELD. 

LETTER    XXVIIL 

From  the  He  v.    Mr.    G  R  I  M  S  H  A  W, 
Tq  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Ilev,  and  dear  Brother,  .Haworth»  May  30,  174.7. 

I  Hope  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  and  at  hard  but 
h^ppy-making,  labour.  O  may  the  Lord  give  you  fufficient 
f^rength  of  foul  and  body,  as  well  as  find  you  full  employment  in 
\{\%  vineyard,  to  the  end.  The  Work,  I  hope  profper^  well  in 
^l\  tjieljp  partjf.    Th^  fo(:ictle8  ypu  formed  in  William  Darney'i 
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circuit,  I  hear  are  in  31  good  ftatc  I  went  tamongft  thcffe  about 
Todmorden,  the  week  after  you  was  there,  and  to  my  great 
comfort  found  it  fo.  I  iikewife  obferved  a  general  difpofition  in 
all  forts  to  hear  the  Gofpel.  1  exhorted  twice  that  day ;  for 
I  will  not  have  it  called  preaching.  I  afterwards  gfive  a 
ihort  exhortation  to  a  few,  who  happened  to  coipe  too  late  to 
hear  either  of  the  former.  I  then  took  leave  and  came  away 
about  feven  in  the  evening.  I  lay  that  night  at  a  friend's  houfe 
about  fix  miles  from  Todmorden,  in  the  road  to  Halifax.  Next 
morning,  about  half  a  mil?  from  thence,  in  the  parifh  of  Hep- 
tonftall,  in  which  you  alfo  was;  and  in  my  way  home  at  a 
Friend's  houfe,  (to  whom  I  had  fignified  my  intention  two  or 
three  days  before)  I  was  met,  praifed  be  God,  by  a  great 
multitude:  The  houfe  wasfo  full,  that  one  third  part,  if* not 
ipore,  I  think,  ftood  out  of  doors.  I  ftood  juft  within  the 
door-threlhold,  for  the  convenience  of  all.  I  exhorted  near 
»n  hour  and  an  half.  The  Lord  gave  me  great  freedom  and 
power;  thefe  Were  as  attentive,  ferious,  and  civil,  as  thofe 
the  day  before. 

A.t  my  coming  home,  I  met  with  a  letter  from  a  clergyman 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  hence,  and  not  above  two  or  three 
from  that  place  where  you  preached  in  Roflfendale,  before  you  (tt 
off  to  Manchefter.  He  deflred  me  to  come  and  preach  at  his  cha- 
pel, on  the  morrow.  I  embraced  the  requeft,  finding  freedom  in 
my  heart,  perceiving  that  a  door  is  hereby  opened,  and  that 
,the  Lord  feems  to  make  my  way  plain  before  me.  I  purpofe  to 
fet  out  to-day  at  noon  and  to  walk  it,  having  an  agreeable  friend 
to  bear  me  company.  I  know  the  Lord  is  with  me.  William 
Darney  defires  a  particular  letter  from  you  refpefling  his  going 
irito  Scotland.  He  would  go  foon  after  Whitfuntide,  if  you  think 
proper.  I  fliall  fee  him  I  hope  to-morrow,  as  alfo  Mr.  Ben- 
net,  who  will  both  be  at  the  chapel  I  am  going  to,  and  I  intend 
that  one  or  both  of  them  fhall  preach  at  noon  near  the  fame  place. 

Laft  LoRD's-day  I  received  a  letter  from  one  Mr.  Perronct, 
at  Mrs.  Holmes's,  defiring  to  fee  me  laft  Monday  there,  but 
I  CDuld  not  conveniently  go.  I  fuppofe  he  is  gone.  However, 
this  week  I  rode  to  Mrs.  Jiolmes,  aflTuring  her,  with  the  Lord's 
leave,  that  I  would  next  week  wait  upon  her.  I  hope  we  (hall 
remember  yop  with  pleafure.  =  I  had  Mr.  Hutchinfon  and 
his  fifter,  from  Leeds,  here  the  laft  LoRD*s-day..  I  hear  a  com- 
fortable account  from  the  Lord's  people  in  thofe  parts  alfo. 
J  hope  you  meet  with  all  things  w^ll,  wherever  you  come. 
.You  will  not  fail,  to  prefpnt  my  tender  refpedls  to  your  brother. 
The  (zmp  I  defire  to.  all  the  fincere  fervants,  and  fcekers  of 
the  blefled  Jesus,  your  Repeemer,  and  mine.  O  may  we  be 
.fopt  faithful  <9  Hm  $0  tjie  end  :  May  we  ever  go  forth  in  His 
,     '  llrength>  . 
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ftreftgtfc,  inceflantl^  making  ih^ntion,  yea^  loudlf  prdclaimingy 
His  rigbteoufnefs  dftiy  ;  ihdefatigably  tabonrlng  to  glorify  Him 
in  our  hearts,  lips,  and  lives,  which  are  His,  and  continually  en- 
dtavouring  to  bring  innumerable  (bns  and  daughters  to  glory  by 
Hiiti.  This  week  two  members  of  our  fociety,  a  married  man 
ami  woman,  are  gone  to  reft  with  this  pfbdous  Lord  ;  Blefled 
be  his  itame.  To  Him  I  heartily  commend  you  and  yours. 
IjORD  Jesus,  fweet  Jesus,  be  with  you. 
.    I  am,  dcareft  Sir, 

Your  unworthy,  but  affecSlionate  younger  Brother^ 

W.  GRIMSHAW.. 
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From  the  Rev.  Mr.    G  R  I  M  SH  A  W, 
To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Rev.  and  very  dear  brother,         Ewood,  Nov.  27,  1747* 

YOUR 's,  bearing  date  the  20th  of  this  month,  I  yefterday 
received.  I  anfwer  again,  and  by  the  length  of  my  letter 
it  will  appear,  I  iinfwer  not  in  hafte ;  though  I  muft  afTure  yoii, 
I  have  as  little  leifure  for  writing,  as  any  thing  I  do.  The 
want  of  preachers  here  at  prefcnt  is  vciy  great.  That  the 
harveft  in  thefc  parts  is  really  lai^ge,  and  the  labourers  but 
-rery  few,  is  very  manifeft.  Why  it  is  fo  ?  Perhaps  the  Lord 
cf  it  only  knows.  Indeed,  you  in  fome  forty  aflign  a  rcafon 
for  it.  But,  dear  Sir,  are  there  filph  plenty  of  helpers  in  Corn- 
wall ?    Send  us  one  or  two  of  them,  without  further  intreaty. 

You  defite  a  particular  account  of  the  progrefe  of  the  Lord's 
Work  here.  Indeed  I  have  the  plcafure  of  affuring  you,  that 
1  think  It  never  went  better,  fince  its  firft  appearance  amongft 
us,  than  it  has  done  within  this  two  months.  I  may  fay,  at 
Leeds,  Birftal,  Keighley,  Todmorden,  Roffendale,  Hepton- 
flall,^  Pendleforeft,  and  in  my  own  parifti,  the  focieties  are 
▼ery  hearty;  fouls  are  daily.added  to  the  church,  and  I  may 
fay,  multitudes  on  all  fides,  (many  of  whom  have  been  encmici 
to  us  and  our  Master's  caufe,)  are  convinced  of  the  truth, 
nm  eagerly  to  hear  the  Gofpel,  and  (as  I  told  you  in  my  laff) 
are  continually  crying  out  for  more  preachers.  New  and 
numerous  clafTes,  have  been  lately  joined.  Were  hot  mattcrf 
thu5  with  us,  you  may  eafily.fuppofe,  I  ihould  not  be  fourgeilt 
with  you  for  affiftance.  I  think  my  public  exhortations  (alias 
what  I  call  my  monthly  vifitations)  in  my  parifli,  were  never 
fo  vifibly  blefled,  I  praife  God,  for  thefc  four  years  paft,  as  they 
have  been  within  thefe  two  laft  -months.  Such-a  mighty  prcfcnce 
rf  God  has  been  in  tbofc  vifitations,  and  alfo  la  many  of  our 

weekly 


LETTERS.  4i 

ipireckly  clafs-mectings,  as  I  have  rarely  few  befcore*    This ' 
evening  I  '^m  venturing^  by  the  divine,  ^Si&zpce,  upon  a  public  . 
exhortation  in  a  wild,  unchrlAi'an  place,  called  Midgley,  four 
miles  weft  from  Halifax,  where  of  late  I  have  ^  git^l  part  of 
my  relidence  »  aixd  I  }iope  my  attempt  will  have  £e  JUoRX)  <xi 
its  fide.  . 

'I  hope  brother  Bem>et  fails  not  to  inform  yoq,  how  well  the 
work  of  Grace  flouriflies  in  Derbylhire,  Cheihire,  and  in  the 
fouth  of  Lancafhire^  particularly  about  Bolton,.  Chowbem, 
&c.  Mr.  Lunelle,  (whofe  wife  has  lafejly  exp)crif|[)ced  the  par* 
donin^  love  of  Gop,}  wrote  me  a  delightful  accoynt  of  th?  ft^tc 
i)t  the  church'  at  Leeds.  Thus  much  of  my  inc9hercpt  rela^ 
tibn  of  6ur  Lord's  work  in  thefe  parts- 

.  Brother  Bennet,  Kelfon  and  J,  iiot  ^nly,  (I  hope)  loye  as 
bretljren,  but.are  cprdiajly  iniiterf  in  c^rryipg  on  th^LoxD's 
work.  I  hope  ^e  .believe,  and  profffs,  ap4  pieach,  one  thing,-^  • 
jEsys.and  Him  cf^cifjtd.  1/  you  kj^^w  them  yo\i  know  mo. 
About  three  wpeks  Ance  brother:  Nelfon  and  Cotbpck,  were  all 
night  with  me.  Before  then  I  ^ccidently  met  with  brother 
BennjBt  a;  Bank  npar  Heptonftall,  where  I  went  to  mc^t  all  the 
I^eptoqftall-parifti daffes.  Laft  week  I  n|et  brother  Colbeck. 
and  ^1  the  Keighley  pariifh  clafles.  Apd  abput  fix  weeka  ago,  I 
vifited  thofe  of  Lpcds.and  Birdal.  About  a  month  finc^^  diofe 
of  Todmorden,  Show,  and  fome  of  Rpffippdale* 

.Dear  Sir,  I  beg  yea.  will  prefent  myheaity  refpefts  to  all 
f^T  focieties,  cTaile^,  tec.  in  London,  or  elfewhere^  in  the 
foliowing.manper  : 

•1-  To  believers:  Dear  fouls,  I  frequency' have  you  in  my 
thoughts,  and  wonder  how  your  hearts  are  difpofed  towards  ovir 
Saviour  1  Do  you  ftill  conthiue  ferv6nt  in  fpirit  ferying  the  ^ 
LojiD?  Is  He  ftill  the  njoft  precious,  the  more  you  experi^ 
CHOC  of  HisCJrace?  Or  like  the  ungrateful  Ifraelites,  which- 
Oob  forbid^  do  you  begin  t6  loathe  the  heavenly  manna? 
Sure  the  more  you  feel  by  faith  the  virtue  of  the  blood  jndrigh- 
tdoufneffi  of  our  dear  Saviour,  the  more  you  are  filled  v^ith  the 
Love  of  God,  ^nd  the  fweet  confolations  of  the  Holy  Ghost- 
Fox  as  o«ir,  LoRO  truly  affirms,  the  Kingdom  of  Gob  is. 
M(iihia  you ;  (o  that  kingdom  is  afiferted  by  St.  Paul,  *t<3  be  righ-^ 
tcoufnefs,  (an^  then),  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  The 
more  therefore  you  feel  of  this,  the*  mow  will  you  rejoice,  and 
the  more  will,  you  hunger  and  thirft  thereafter.  Which  if  you 
do,  "  Bieflfed  are  you,  f^ys  our  Lord,  for  you  (hall  be  filled." 
Loath  would  I  think,.but  that  this  is  the  difoofition  of  your  hearts^ 
who  have  received  the  pardoning  love  of  Goo  our  Saviour. 
O  may  you  be  afFedlcd  with  an  infatiable  appetite  for  a  Sa  viour'i^ 
Graces,  daiiy  more  and  more.  How  will  the  for  ever  bleflc^ 
TiiRfi^,  /cjttice  tp  fee  it,  and  rejoice  to  fatisfy  it!    Therefore, 

«  Aflc, 
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"A(k,  and  ye  (hall  have;  feck,  and  yc  (hall  find."*  The 
more  you  enjoy  of  God*s  Grace,  the  more  will  He  endue  you 
therewith.  He  gives  plentifully,  and  upbraideth  no  man.  '*  To 
hini  that  hath  (hall  be  given,  and  he  (hall  have  abundance." 
God's  treafury  never  fails,  how  much  fo  ever  goes  Out  of  it. 
Nor  doth  He  ever  tire  with  giving ;  if  you  never  tire  with  a(k- 
ing,  and  carefully  improve  what  He  gives.  O  may  you  re- 
ceive abundantly  at  this  all-bounteous  hand,  and  may  you  never 
fail,  nor  faints  whilft  breath  laits,  to  improve  it;  to  the  Donor's 
glory,  and  your  own  everlafting  benefit  i 

a.  To  Seekers.  And  fuppofing  fome  of  you  are  but  yet 
feeking  the  Lord,  and  have  never  felt  his  pardoning  love^  nor 
the  joy  which  follows  :  Suppofing  yoq  are  mourning  under  the 
load  of  fin,  br  panting  for  a  deliverance  through  a  Saviour: 
Courage,  dear  fouls,  and  defpalr  not.  He  that  will  come,  will 
come,  and  will  not  tariy.  The  bruifed  reed  he  will  not  break ; 
the  fmoking  flax  He  will  not  quench.  N6,  no ;  He  has 
"  wounded  you,  oh  purpoTe  to  bind  you  up.  To  you  He  has 
made  a  promife.  BldfTed  are  you  that  mourn ;  for  ye  (hall  be 
comforted.  This  holy  David  well  knew,  Pfalm  cxvi.  5.  "  Come 
unto  me,'*  cries  our  LoKd.  "  all  ye  that  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  reft."  What  though  you  cannot,  as  yet  with 
children^  cry,  AiiOf  Father  \  though  with  them  you  as  yet  per- 
ceive not  yourfclves  fet  down  to  the  full  meal  of  your  heavenly 
Father*s  tabk.  -  Though  you  may  think,  you  are  looked  upon, 
at  prefent,  but  as  dogs,,  as  indeed  what  are  any  of  us  better  by 
nature,  than  dogs  living  upon  our  vomits?  Yet  with  the 
Syro-phenecian  woman,  think  well  to  be  called  dogs,  ((incere  con* 
trition  for  fins  will  readily  bear  the  name)  and  then  have  you 
hereby  a  title  to  the  crumbs,  which  fall  from  your  Maimer's 
table.  Claim  but  the  dog's  portion ;  beg,  but  to  live  under 
the  table,  and  then  (hall  you  (hortly  partake  of  the  children's^ 
loaf.  A  broken  and  contrite  heart  He  will  not  defpife,  Pfalm 
li.  17.  You  (hall  quickly  hear  your  Mailer  fay,  as  He  did  to 
woman  ;  <'  Q  my  precious  mourning  fouls!  great  is  ]K>ur  faith! 
Be  it  unto  you  (mark  the  next  words)  even  as  you  will.'* 

To  Him  I  heartily  commend  you  all,  being  one,  who  have 
1  truit,  received  grace,  and  ^m  determined  through  my  Saviour*s 
never»failing  aiTiftance  to  live  and  die  in  Hi)  fervice;  as,  I  hope^ 
you  all  are,  or  elfe  woe.be  to  you. 

W.  GRIMSHAW. 
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From  the  Rev.  Mr.  SAMUEL  DAVIES,  of  iJew-Jerfeyi 
To  tbc  R£V,  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir,  NaiTau-Hall,  Auguft  6,  iy6o» 

I  Wrote  to  you  I.  think  about  a  year  ago,  to  ftiake  my  ac« 
knowledgn^ts  for  your  Notes  ^  on  th  New  Tejiament  \  for 
which  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  you.  But  as  I  have  jcceived 
no  anfwer,  I  am  afraid  my  letter  did  not  come  to  your  hands. 
Both  my  head  and  my  heart,'  I  hope,  have  been  improved  by 
your  valuable  prefent.  And  I  am  fo  far  from  taking  offence 
at  thcf  few  little  things  in  which  we  differ,  that  it  give  me  no 
fmall  pleafure,  (though*  \  mpft  confcfs,  attended  with  fome 
mortification,)  tjo  find,  that  notwithftanding  thefe  errors,  as  I 
muft  account  them,  you  fo  vaftly  exceed  me  in  fancftified  know- 
ledge and  real-goodnefs.  May  the  Lord,  your  Mafter,  whom 
you  ferve  with  fo  much  fidelity  and  fuccefs,  enable  you,  my 
worthy  friend,  to  go  on  -and  pjofpcr.    * 

The  imnaediate  Oiccafi^n  of  jjhy  writing  to  you  at  prefent,  will, 
I  am  fure,  be  acceptable  to  you;*wiiether  you  fiioul^  be  able 
to  comply  with  the  defign  of  the  application  or  not.  There  has 
lately  been  an  unufual  ftir  about  religion  in  the  church  oi 
England  in  th'iladelphia,  occafioned  by  a  clergyman  of  that 
church,  who  has  officiated  there  for  fome  time ;  I  mean  the 
Rev,  Mr.  M^Clenehen.  Did  you  hear  him  preach,  I  am  furc 
you  would  highly  cfteem  him,  and  bid  him  Goo  fpeed.  The 
depravity  of  human  nature,  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  re- 
generation, the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  juftification  by 
faith  in  J^hrift,  and  other  unfafhionable  peculiarities  of  the 
Gofpel,  which  were  wqht  to.  be  contradlded,  or  at  leaft,  but 
nightly  touched  upon,  or  paffed  over  in  filence,  in  that  pulpit^ 
arc  the  oomrhon  materials  of'hfs  fermons:  and  his  talents  are 
fo  confiderabic  and  popular,  that  he  rcprefents  them  in  a  very 
ftriking  light-  Ana  it  has  pleated  God  to  grant  his  miniftry  un- 
ufual fuccefs.  Need  I  tell  you.  Sir,  after  the  treatment  you 
have  yourfelf  met  with  for  fo  many  years,  that  this  gentleman 
could  riot  belong  tolerated  within  the  walls  of  the  church?. 
He  has  been  cait  out;  but  the  crowd  of  his  hearers  is  not  at  all 
diminiflicd  ;  and  they  are  now  about  erefling  a  new  church  for 
him,  for  ever  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  minifters  of  his  prin- 
ciples and  fpirit.  The  building  muft  be  large,  f  I  think  about 
90  feet  by  65,)  to  contain  the  multitude:  And  they  have 
exerted  themfelves  in  contributing  towards  it..  But  they  will 
&11  Ihort  loooL.  after  they  have  done  their  utmoft.  Will  you 
forgive  nie,  deaf  Sir>   than  I  advifed  themi   particularly  my 
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good  friend  Daniel  Robcrde^u,  Efq ;  to  apply  to  you  for  affiftancc, 
and  undertook  to  introduce  them.  1  told  them,  I  could 
give  them  no  affurancc  that  it  would  be  in  your  power  to  do  any 
filing  for  them;  but  I  could  take  upon  me  to  aflure  them 
of  your  generous  wilUngnefs :  and  it  might  be  worth  while  to 
make  fo  cafy  and  inofFenfive  a  trial.  I  know  you  need  no  pcr- 
fuafives  from  mc,  and  therefore  after  introducing  my  friends  to 
you,  I  leave  them  to  fpeak  for  themfelvcs. 

My  hurry  will  not  permit  mc  to  enlarge.     With  a  heart  fuli 
Of  iovc  and  veneration, 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend,  Brother,  and  humble  Servant, 
SAMUEL  DA  VIES. 
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From  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr.  SHIRLEY, 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Dear  Sir,  Loughrca,  Auguft  29,  1760. 

I  Well  undcrftand  what  you  would  imply  by  that  prudencej 
againft  which  you  fo  lovingly  endeavour  to  caiition  me.  It 
is  a  principle  difguifed  under  this  fpecious  form,  but  has  indeed 
no  better  fource  than  the  love  of  the  world,  and  the  fear  of 
man.  I  am  at  the  fame  time  greatly  fenlible  of  my  own  danger 
from  the  plaufibility  of  its  arguing,  and  from  the  gentle  tullahfs 
it  is  ever  finging  in  one's  ears,  by  which  it  is  apt  to  hufli  one's 
"Zeal  to  fleep.  Nay,  perhaps,  I  may  at  this  inftant  be  a  Have 
to  it,  without  once  fuipeAing  my  condition. 

If  I  could  difcover  this  nafty  motive  in  myfclf,  I  truft,  by 
the  Grace  of  God,  I  (hould  difdain  and  triumph  over  it.:  But 
here,  as  in  many  other  rcfpefls,  I  perceive  to  my  coft,  that  the 
preacher  ftands  continually  in  need  of  a  preacher.  AH  that  I 
can  do  in  my  prefent  cafe,  is  to  pray  the  Lord  to  make  his  paths 
ftraight  before  me  ;  to  rcfign  myfclf  wholly  to  his  diredKon;  to 
"Wait  for  his  impreilions  on  my  mind ;  and  to  be  clear  con* 
cerning  thofe  impreflions,  that  they  are  of  God  ;  and  then,  to 
j>refs  boldly  forward  in  the  way  which  he  is  pleafed  to  lay  open 
before  me,  without  deliberating  on  the  prudence  or  imprudence 
of  fuch  a  ftep  \  without  conlidering  whether  any  temporal  gain 
or  lofs,  is  hereby  likely  to  accrue  to  me. 

Whether  I  have  adhered  clofely  enough  to  God  in  prayer,  that 
he  may  favour  me  with  thefe  divine  notices,  is  a  queftion  I  am 
almoft  afraid  to  a/k  myfelf;  or  rather,  to  which  I  muft  plead 
guilty :    But  it  is  in  vain  to  dwell  upon  the  paft  \  it  is  enough 

to 
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to  te  convinced  of  what  is  amifs,  and  then  come  to  Chrift,  by 
vrhom  I  truft  air  will  be  fet  right. 

I  (hall  take'  into  confideration  wTiat  you  fay  concerning  faff- 
ing ;  and  defire  to  make  my  hearty  acknowledgments  for  this, 
and  other  ufeful  hints  I  have  received  from  you.  .  Let  me  intreat 
you,*  deaf  Sir;  to  confider  me  as  one  ftanding  greatly  in  need 
of  a  monitor,  Mralking  in  fearful  places,  in  the  weaknefs  of'a 
babe,  \^thout  any  faithful  guide  to  lean  upon:  And  O  for 
GoT>'s  fake,  call  to*  me,  when  you  apprehend  I  am  going  6(it 
of  my  way.  Do  not,  I  befeech  you,  content  yourfelf  wifli 
hinting;  but  be  open  in  reproof.  Be  pcrfuaded  that  I  (hall 
look  upon  this  as  the  noblcft  •  piroof  of  your  affcftion  :  Arid 
whatever  pain  fuch  a  blow  maygivc  me,  I  ihall  be  far  from 
revolting  againft  it.  * 

If  this  reaches' your  hand  before  you  leave  Dublin,  it  bears 
to  you  my  beft  wifties,  and  cdrneft^prayeris  to  Gob  for  yourfaie 
paffage  to  England,  and  for  every  temporal  and  fpifitiial  blefs- 
ing  which  your  own  heart,  according  to.  the  Wilf  of  God,  can 
defire.  ^ 

Comftiending  myfelf,  dear  Sir,  to  your  fervent  prayer§,  'I 
remain, 

Your  moft  affedlionate  Brother,  and  much  obliged  - 
humble  Servant, 

WALTER  SHIRLEY, 
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'     From  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY,'  ' 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  GEORGE  WHITEFIEJ^D. 

My  dear  Brother,  '  '  Lewifliam,  iF'et).  21,  1770. 

MR.  Keen,  informed  me  fomc  time  fince  of  your  fafe  ar- 
rival in  Carolina :  Of  which  indeed  I  could  not  doubt 
for  a  moment;  n5twithftahdi*fe  .'tha'idTe  replrt  of  your  being 
caft  away,  which  was  fo  current  in  London.  I  truft  our  Lord 
has  more  work  for  you  to  do  in  Europey  as  wcH  as  in  America. 
And  who  knows,  but  before;  yput  retura  tp  Hi(^la*4d,  I  may  pay 
another  vifit  to  the  New- World  ?  1  have  been  ftrongly  folicited 
by.'feyeral  of  our  ftiends  in  New- York  and  Philadetptaai  Hhey 
urge  many  reafqns,  fonie'  of  which  .appear  to  be  of  ponfideraWe 
weight.  And  my  age  is  no  objection  at  all.'  .  For  {I  blofs  God, 
my  health  is  not  barely  as  good,  but  abundantly  better  i^ 
feveral  .rcfpe<Ss,  than  when  I  was  five  and  twenty  s  But  thei[e 
arc  fo  many  reafons  on  the  other  f^de,  that  as  yet,  I  can  deter- 
mine nothing:    So  I  ipuft  wail  IFor  ^ther  light,     Hi^xp  (  j^^s 
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Let  the  Lord  do  with  me  as  feemcth  him  good.  For  the 
prefenty  I  muft  beg  of  you  to  fupply  my  lack  of  fervice ;  by 
encouraging  our  preachers,  as  you  judge  beft  ;  who  arc  as  yet 
^comparatively,  young  and  inexperienced ;  by  giving  them  fuch 
advices  as  you  think  proper.  And  above  all,  by  exhojting  them, 
not  only  to  love  one  another ;  but  if  it  be  poflible^  as  much 
as  lies  in  them,  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men. 
.^  .  Some  time  ago,  iince  you  went  hence,  I  heard  a  circumftance, 
.'which  gave  me  a  good  deal  of  concern ;  namely,  that  the  Col- 
lege  or  Academy  in  Georgia,  had  fwal lowed  up  the  Orphan- 
'houfe.  Shall  I  give  my  judgment  without  being  afked  ?  Me- 
,  thinks,  fricndfliip  requires,  1  fliould.  Are  there  not  then  two 
points  which  conje  in  view  ?  A  point  of  mercy  and  a  point  of 
jufticc?  'With  regard  to  the  former,  may  it  not  be  enquired* 
Can  any  thing  on  earth  be  a  greater  charity,  than  to  bring  up 
Orphans  ?  What  is  a  College,  or  an  Apadeqiy  compared  to 
this  ?  Urilefs  you  could  have  fuch  a  College,  as  perhaps  is  not 
upon  earth.  I  know  the  value  of  learning,  and  am  mor^  in  dan- 
ger of  prizing  it  too  much,  than  too  little.  But  ftill,  I  pannot 
^lace  the  giving  it  to  five  hundred  Students,  pj^i  a  level  vith  fav- 
irig  the  bodies,  if  not  the  fouls  too,  of  five  hundred  0.rpj\aps. 
But  let  .us  pafs  on  from  the  point  of  mercy,  to  that  of  jufticc : 
You  had  l^nd  given,  and  colledled  money  for  an  Orphan-houfe,, 
are  .you  at  liberty  to  apply  this  tO  iany  other  purpofe  ?  At  leaft 
while  there ^  are  any  Orphans  in  Georgia  left.  I  juft  touch 
upon  this  (though  it  is  an  important  point,)  and  leave  it  to  your 
own  confideration,  whether  part  of  it,  at  leaft,  might  not  prOp 
perly  be  applied  .to  carry  on  the  original  deCgn  ?  In  fpeaking 
thus  freely,  on  fo  tender  a  fubjed,  \  have  given  you  a  fr^ 
jroof  of  the  fincerity,  with  which 
I  am,  , 

Your  ever  afFeiftion^te  Friend  and  Brother, 

JOHN  \vrESLEY, 
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r  /    '.    .  From  the  Rev.  Mr.  FU.RLY, 
/.         .  i  ^TtitU  Re>^.   JOHN  WESLEY. 

\     Rey.  and  tfeaj?  Sir,  Auguft  i6,  1773. 

HAVING  leirned  accidentally  by  my  afFediionate  friend 
Mr.  David  Pugh,  wh6  was  in  your  company  iix  London 
about  three  years  ago,  that  you  had  entertained  fome  mifappre- 
hertfions'  concerning  me,  I   take  the   prefent  opportunity  of  in- 
viting you  I  (if  ^.ou  can  conveniently,)  to  take  a  bed  at  my  houfc; 
'*^ltM  affure"  you  that  both  I,  and  myxiear  Nancy,  will  be 
Jj-L  very 
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\-ery  glad  to  fee  you  ;  and  I  (hall  rejoice,  by  any  a6l  of  civility 
to  confirm  my  love  towards  you.  Your  race,  dear  Sir,  is  neatly 
run,  and  I  may  riot  have  perhaps  Another  opportunity  of  feeing 
you,  on  this  fide  of  eternity,  if  you  do  not  now  favour  me  with 
a  vifit.  No  J  difference  of  opinion,  in  fome  particulars,  is  any 
bar^  I  affure  you,  to  my  affedtion.  I  no  more  defi re  another 
man  to  think  juft  as  I  do,  than  I  could  approve  of  anotMfer's 
requiring  my  fentimcnts  to  be  moulded  exaftly  according  to  his 
lown.  Whoever  really  poflTeflTes  the  Grace  of  God,  and  love's 
'the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  fincerity;  I  hope,  that  man,  I 
Ihall  ever  love  and  efl'eem.  Time  is  flying  fwiftly  upon  its 
rapid  wing ;'  and  eternity  is  each  moment  approaching ;  even 
that  eternal  ftate,  where  all,  all  difi^erences  will  be  JTwallowcd 
up  in  the  perfedl  knowledge,  and  perfe<fl  love,  of  the  infinitely 
jycrfeA  Gop, 

f^xcufe  hafte,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Voi^r  affeftionatc  Friend,  and  humble  Servant, 

SAMUEL  FURL 
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from  the  Rev.    Mr.    GILLIES,' 
.    .      To  the  Rev.  JOHN  WESLEY. . 

Rev.  and  very  dear  Sir,  Glafgow,  Sept.  r,  1757. 

I  Have  delayed  too  long  to  anfwer  your  kind  letter  of  J  line  16^ 
but  that   I  had  not,  till:  now^  any  xeligious  intelligence  of 
inrpotrtahce  to    fend  you.  The  following  extraft  from  a 

letter  I  received  from  Mr.  Davks  of  Virginia,  lately,  will  no 
doubt  be  very  acceptable  to  you. 

Hanover,  June  3,  1757. 
<*  Myhoneft  friend  Mh  Henry,  has  had  remarkable  fuc- 
cefs  laft  winter  among  the  young  people  in  his  congregatipn. 
No  lefs  than  feventeen  of  them  were  ftruck  to  the  heart  by  an 
occafional  evening  Icfture  ;  and  he  tells  me  'he  has  great  hopes 
,pf  the  perfbverance  of  fundry  of  them,  and  that  hardly  any  of 
fhem  appear  difcouraging.     ' 

"  But  the  beft  news'  that  perhaps  I  ever  heard  in  my  life,  I 
lately  received  from  my  favourite  friend  Mr.  Samuel  Finley, 
minifter  of  Nottingham,  in  Pennfylvania,  tutor  of  a  large  academy, 
and  one  of  the  truftees  of  the  College  of  New-Jcrfey.  I  had 
(lent  him  fome  extrafts  from  my  Britifh  letters,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  revival  of  religion  in  fundry  parts  of  England,  par- 
ticularly among  the  cl(K*gy.     In  anfwer  to  which  he  writes  thus : 

[April 
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[April  1 6,  1757.]  "I  greatly  rejoice  that  our  Lord- Jefuiha^- 
put  it  in  ray  power  to  make  you  a  large  cQmpenfation  for  the  good 
i^^pws  you  feat  me.  Our  glorious  Redeemer  has  poured  out  hU 
Holy  Spirit  upon  the  ftudents  at  our  college  [i.  c%  New-Jerfcy  i] 
not  one  of  all  who  were  prefent  neglefted  ;  And  they  were  id 
number  fixty.  The  whole  houfe,.fay  my  cprrcfpondcm^,  wa« 
a  Bochioi.  Mr,  William  Tennant,  who  was  on  the  fpot,  fays^ 
he  never  faw  any  in  that  cafe  who  had  more  clear  views  of 
God,  themfelvcs,  their  defedls,  their  impotence  and  mifery, 
than  they,  had  ingeneraj.  That  there  never  was,  he  believes,  in 
any  houfe,  more  genuine  forrow-  for  fin,  and  longing  after  Jcfusu 
That  this  glorious  work  was  ^mpduaK  and  fpread«.  like  the  in* 
creafing  light  of  the  morning:  -  That  it  was  not  begun  by  the 
ordinary  meao^  of  preaching,  nor  promoted  by  al^ming  me- 
thods :  Yet  fo  great  was  their  diftrefs,  that  he  judged  it  im-* 
proper  to  ufc  any  arguments  of  terror  in  public,  left  fome  fliould 
fink  under  the  weight.  T^at  what  makes  the  gracious  vifitation 
more  remarkable,  was,  that  a  little  before,  fomcof  the-youth 
had  given'  a-  greater  loofc  to  their  corruptions  than  was  ordinary 
among  them  :  A  fpirit  of  pride  and  contention  prevailing,  to  the 
great  grief  and  even  difcouragement  of  the  worthy  prefident.  That 
there  were  no  public  Qut»cries  ;  but-  a  decofoue,  filent  folemnity. 
That  before  he  came  away,  feveralliad  received  fomething  like 
the  Spirit  of 'Adoption^  being  tenderly  afFedted  with  a  fenfe  of 
Redeeming  Love,  and  thereby  difpofed  and  determined,  to  en- 
deavour after  nniTcrfel  holincfev  Mr.  Treaty  and  Mr.  G. 
Tennant,  tell  me,  in  their  letters.  That  the  concern  appeared 
rational,  folid,  and  fcriptural ;  and  that  in  a  Tctnarkkbte  degree, 
I  was  informed  by  fome  of  the  ftqdents,  who  hW  been'  my 
pupils,  that  thin  religioos  concern  firft  began  mrith  the  fan  of  a 
Very  confiderablc  gentleman  of  New^York.  Tte  youth  wai 
dangeroufly  fick  at-  college.;  avid  on  that  occafkm  awakened  t4 

.a  fenfe  of  his  guilt.  His  difcottife  mad^  fome . impreffion  oa 
a  few  others;  and*  theirs  again  on  more:  So  that  it  became 
almoft  general^  before  the  good  prcfident,-  or  any  other,-  knew 

,  any  thing  of  it.  '  A$  ibon  as  it  became  public,  mifreprefentationg 
were  fprcad  abroad,  and  fome  gentlenoen  fent  to  bring  their  fons 
home;  But,  upon  better  information,  the  mofl:  were  fent  back 
again.  The.  wicked  companions  pffome  young-gentlemen  left 
no  methods  untried,  to  recover  them  to  their  former  excefs  of 
riot;  and  with  two  or  three,  have  been . lamentably  fuccefsful. 
Mr.  Duffield,  [a  worthy  yoimg  man,]  informed  me  the  otlier 
day,  That  a  very  hopeful  religious  concern  fpreads  through  thq 
Jerfeys,  efpccially  among  young  people.  In  feveral  letters  from 
Philadelphia,  from  Mr.  G.  Tennant  and  others,  I  have  af-* 
furance  of  a  revival   there,  for  which  good  people  are  blefling 

God. 
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God.  Lawyer  Stockton  informs  me,  that  he  is  certified  by 
good  authority,  of  a  gracious  work  of  God  at  Yale-college  [in 
New-Haven.] 

"  This,  Sir,  [fays  Mr.  Davics]  is  fome  of  the  bcft  news  from 
one  of  the  beft  of  my  correfpondents.  You  will  join  with  me 
in  bleffing  God,  and  congratulating  pofterity  upon  this  happy 
furprizing  revolution,  in  a  college,  to  which  the  eager  eyes  of 
fo  many  needy  churches  look  for  fupplies.  Perhaps  it  may 
afford .  me  the  more  pleafure,  as  my  -having  taken  fo  much  pains 
to  promote  that  inftitution,  and  gives  me  a  kind  of  paternal 
folicitude  for  it,  though  I  live  near  four  hundred  miles  from  it. 

«<  The  finger  of  God  is  the  more  confpicuous  in  this  affair,  as 
the  ftudents,  who  had  fo  often  heard  fuch  excellent  fermons 
from  the  worthy  prefident, ,  and  from  the  many  minifters  from 
various  parts,  who  have  occafionally  officiated  there,  without 
any  general  good  effeft,  (hould  be  univerfally  awakened  by 
means  of  a  fick  boy.  Who  but  a  God  could  do  fuch  great  things 
by  fuch  means  ?  Though  this  college  was  well  founded,  and  is 
well  conduced  ;  yet  I  muft  own,  I  was  often  afraid  it  was  de- 
generating into  a  college  of  mere  learning.  But  now  my  fears 
are  removed  by  the  profpefl:  that  fincere  piety,  that  grand,  mini- 
fterial  qualification,  will  make  equal  advances." 

Rev.and  dear  Sir, 
I  thought  proper  to  fend  you  the  above  good  news,  in  cafe  you 
have  not  got  them  from  fome  other.     I  fent  off  your  letter  to 
Mr-  Davies  fome  time  ago. 

I  fuppofe  your  Book  againft  Dr.  Taylor  is  now  in  the  prefs. 
I  find  both  now  and  formerly,  that  Scotland  is  a  bad  place  for 
getting  fubfcriptions  for  Books.  I  have.. hardly  been  able  to 
publiflh  the  Htfiorical  ColleSfionsy  but  for  the  fubfcriptions  you 
got  me  in  England.  Pleafc  to  order  thirty  fetts  of  your  Book 
againft  Taylor  to  be  fent  me.  If  I  can.difpofe  of  any  more, 
I  will  write  for  them.  Mrs.  Gillies  joins  me  in  our  refpe^ft*. 
Jul  falutations. 

I  evcfam, 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 
Your's  inoft  afFedUonately,  . 

JOHN  GILLIES* 
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